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PREFACE. 

The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
sification was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first 
five  volumes  were  published  under  his  administration,  and  the  impor- 
tant duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these  volumes 
was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 
Professor  Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  Naval  Acad- 
emy September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Stewart  as  acting  superintendent. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels  acting 
-singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great 'difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.    Frequent  careful 
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searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  dupli- 
cates of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera- 
tions in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  fourteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  14),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  April  7  to  September  30, 
1863.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  15)  gives  the  operations  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October  1,  1863,  to 
September  30,  1864. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane- 
ous Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con- 
federate papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 
Navy  Department, 

Washington  *  D.  C,  November ',  1902. 


Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
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sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 

individual-  aa  may  !"•  designated  dj  I  be  Senators.  Representath  as,  and 
Dele  ■  the  Fifty-third  Congreaa,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  die- 

1 1-  i ) » 1 1 1  i  <  •  r  i  herein  provided  tor  to  pace  these  records  ha  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizatk)  libraries,  bo  Bar  aa 

libraries  may  exist  in  the  »i  eral  States  and  1 1  rritoi  lee.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  anil  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  h  addresses,  and  the  volumes 

-hall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
pubtioatioo  lb  completed;  and  all  sets  thai  maj  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  w  publication]  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  each  Bale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  moil'  -ei.--.  <>f  >.-ii<l  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  fcfavj  -hall  inform  me  Senators.  Representatives,  or 

Delegates  who   have   designated  the  same,  who  them  .   de.sijr- 

nale  other  libraries.  Organizations,  Or  individual-.    The  Seeivtan  of  the 

Navy  shall  inform  distributees  ai  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 
The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  $0,  L896: 

I   hij  lh,     .Si'U'tt'     •IH'I    I  [nun:     of   Rip 

State*  "f  Aim  >■■■'  i  onar686  aatemfiUeh   That  the  Secretary  of  tin- 

Navy  he.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  -end  the  undis- 
tributed copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  fFar  of  the  Rebellion, 
hoth  of  the  Union  ami  iii  the  Confederate  navies,  t<»  such  libraries, 

organization-,  and   individual-  a-  may  he  designated  before  the  n 

ingof  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  tin  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 

igresB  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  i 
Official  Records,  or  any  pari  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gross  approved  Julj  thirtv  lirst,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety  -five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided 
in  -aid  act. 

The  following  is  so  extract  from  the  ad  of  Congress  of  May  i's, 
1896,  which  Increased  the  edition  from   lo.OOU  to  11.000  copies 

*  *  *  I  for  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one.  two.  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying oncers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  V.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lardner.  U.  8.  N.,  1863-1  $64. 
Confederate  cruisers  nnd  privateer*. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 
Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N..  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N..  1862-1863. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1866. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Omcer  String-ham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 

West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Omcer  Pendergrast,  lT.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag  Officer  Qoldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Omcer  Lynch,  C.  8.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  8.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag  Officer  Tattnall,  C.  8.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rcar-Admiral  Lee,  U.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

•Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  8.  N. 

•Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  8.  N. 
North  Atlantic;  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1861-1866. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag  Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  8.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  8.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.  8.  N.,  1865. 
8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admlral  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

•Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

•Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  N.,  1863-1865. 

•Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  8outh  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker.  C.  8.  N. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Offlcers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  8.  N. 

•  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Gulf  Blockading  8quadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

•Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Hollins,  C.  8.  N. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  8quadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lardner,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  8.  N.,  1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N„  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  X.,  1862. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Randolph.  C.  6.  N. 
Trans-Miaslsalppl  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  8.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  N.  (ad  interim),  1868. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  N.,  1864. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  8.  N.,  1865. 
•Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgere,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Foote,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

•Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Hollins,  C.  8.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Davis,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

•Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkncy,  C.  S.  N. 
•Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officcr  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  8quadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

•Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 

•The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING 
SQUADRON,  OCTOBER  1, 1863,  TO  SEPTEMBER  SO,  J8M, 


Same. 


run 


A.  Houghton Fourth 

Acacia Fourth 

AmuramhiM. ......... .....    Fourth 

Arcthun Fourth 

Atignata  Dlnsmarc Third.. 

Azalea. Fourth 

Braziliera Fourth 

C.  P.  Wllliami Fourth 

Camcli*.... Fourth 

Canandaigua Second 

Carnation  ..... ,..,..,,..,.    Fourth 

Cntalpa Fourth 

Catalan Third.. 

Chatham Fourth 

Chippewn Fourth 

Cimarron. Third.. 

Clover Fourth 

Columbine  . Fourth 

Commodore  McDonough ......    Fourth 

Concmaugn Third.. 

Daffodil Fourth 

Dai  Ching  . Fourth 

Dan  Smith I  Fourth 

Dandelion J  Fourth 

E.  B,  Hale. Fourth 

Ethan  Alien.. J  Fourth 

Fernandina Fonrth 

Flag Third.. 

Flambeau Third . . 

G.  W.  Blunt Fourth 

George  Mangham ., Fourth 

Geranium  . Fourth 

GladEolw. Fourth 

Harrest  Moon Fourth 

Home Third.. 

Hope Fourth 

Housatonic , Second 

Huron  Fourth 

Hydrangea Fourth 

Irta Fourth 

Ironsides,  Jr ..........'  Fourth 

Jamea  Adger . . . '  Third.. 

John  Adams !  Third.. 

John  Griffith Fourth 

Jonquil... Fourth 

Kingfisher ,    Fourth 

Laburnum  ...\  Fourth 

Larkspur Fourth 


Lehigh  . . 
Lightning 
Lodona.. 


Ki-i-r.ii.l 

Fourth 
Third.. 


Tonnage. 


328 
BOO 

182 
196 
834 

2A> 
&40 
210 
198 

J, 39ft 
82 

l'« 


Chua. 


Bark .... 

Screw  Manner 

,.,.do. , 

do 

do 

do 

Bark.... 

Mortar  schooner 

Screw  Hteamer 

Screw  sloop 

Screw  it  tamer 

do 

M4  [  Ironclad  steamer. 

I  Side-wheel  steamer  . . . 

507    Screw  steamer 

MO  I  Side-wheel steamer  ... 

128  i  Screw  steamer.. 

133    do 


532    Side-wheel  steamer 


«n 

do 

125 

160  | do ... 

28 

£20 
150 

88 

33 

22 

192 
556 

96d 

do 

Bark 

do 

140 

900   do 

m 

121 

274 

,.„.do 

26 

222 

45 

Kl 

25 

AM 

Side- wheel  steamer 

72 

T1S 

n 

134 

13 

MM 

160 

76 

224 

.....do 

1» 

.....do.......... 

34 

200 

Bark  

<') 

1.151 

120 

700 

MS 

41 

so 

IS 

440 

Bark 

05 

110 

29 

125 

do 

26 

HI 

«n 

•Norol 

la. 

■  •r,  v, 


ft 

68 
40 
32 
70 
42 
68 

t.T 

I" 

16:1 
10 
87 
71 
-'.. 
v. 
122 
19 
24 
75 


'inn-. 
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LI8T   OF    UNITED  STATES    VE88EL8    OF   WAB. 


United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  October 
1,  1863,  taSfplmi»80i  /^—Continued. 


Name. 


Rale. 

Tonnage. 

Claw. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

218 

esa 

607 
767 

l,tfd 
7ii 

3h6 

y*4 

459 
844 

Ml 

W4 

2.833 

a,4sa 

593 
1M9 
431 
1GS 
246 
607 
190 
844 
844 
B9 

ao 

1,389 
280 
500 
974 
287 

2.416 
262 

in 

844 
233 
S62 
507 
fl« 

1,165 
000 
547 
240 
1*4 
.'■07 
402 

?.G33 
300 

8, 274 
270 
878 
844 
30 
607 
507 

45 
145 
81 
60 
126 
100 
70 
146 
65 
67 
76 
85 
125 

4-«y 

91 
40 
BO 

36 

W_i 

34 
70 

11 

148 

O 
161 
,.7 

24 

172 
77 

273 
36 
20 
85 
30 

]s-J 
84 

165 

105 
72 
88 
87 
29 
90 
36 

153 

568 
75 
73 
72 
62 
93 
80 

Third     ,    , 

Fourth  ... 

0 

Third 

Fourth  ... 
Third, 
Fourth  ... 
Third 

Ao 

Bark 

3 
6 

" 

7 

Third 

2 

Third 

Third 

First 

First 

...  -do. 

do 

Ship......... 

2 

2 

10 

20 

Fourth  ... 

.....do 

a 

Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 

Side-wheel  steamer 

-  —  .do 

•j 
1 

Fourth  ... 

Third 

Third  .... 
Third..... 

Mortar  schooner 

.....do 

3 
i 

■1 

Fourth  ... 

1 

11 

Fourth  ... 
Fourth  . . . 
Third 

Brig.... 

.....do 

9 
1 

Fourth  ... 
First 
Fourth  ... 

do.... 

6 
19 

Fourth  . . . 
Third 

1 
4 

Fourth  ... 

Fourth  . . . 

Third 

Third.. 
Fourth    .  - 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth    .- 
Fourth  . . . 
Fourth  . . . 
Fourth  . 
Firat... 
Fourth  ... 
First 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . . . 
Third.. 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 

Sercw  steamer ....... 

Side- wheel  Meaner 

S 

I 
7 

6 
7 
2 

5 
6 

.....do 

24 
2 

48 
5 
3 

Screw  steamer.,, 

do 

2 

1 
6 
4 

•No  ro 

li. 

Madgle 

Mahaska 

Marblehcad 

Mary  Sanford  . . 
Alowachusett* . . 

M •■in | '!i i- . 

Midnight 

Mingoe 

Mohawk .... 

>|.  m  tn  nl; 

Nfthant 

Nantucket...... 

Nru'  Hampshire 
New  Ironsides. . 

Mrpdr... 

Norfolk  Packet. 

Norwich 

U.M.Pettit 

Oleander ....... 

Otinwa 

Para 

Paxmlc 

Patapsco 

Paul  Jones 

Paul  Jones,  Jr.. 

Pawnee 

Perry 

Phi  lade  Iphhi... 

Pontiac 

Potomska 

Powhatan 

Racer 

Rescue 

Sangamon ...... 

Sarah  Bmen 

Saratoga, ....... 

Seneca 

Sonoma 

South  Carolina . 

Stettin 

Supply 

8weet  Brier 

T.A.Ward 

UnadlUa 

Valparaiso 

Vermont 

Vixen 

Wabash 

Wamsutta 

Water  Witch  ... 
Weehawken.... 

Wildcat 

Winona 

Wiasahickon  ... 


-    -- 

1863. 

Sun. 

- 

OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

DEC1 
II,    T. 

...     1 

^MBER. 

Sat. 

5 

12 
19 
26 

Sua.  M.    T.    W.  T. 

.. . i 

F.    Sat. 

2      3 

9    10 
16    17 
23    24 

:m    si 

Sun. 
1 

8 

15- 
22 
29 

M. 

2 

» 

16 

23 

30 

T. 

3 
10 

17 

24 

W. 

4 

11 

is 

25 

T.     F. 'sat. 

5     (5      7 
IS    13  |  14 

39  20  |  21 
26  27    28 

W. 

?, 

T.    F. 

3     4 
10  ill 
17  1 18 
24  25 
31  ... 

4      51    6     7i    8 
11     12    IN    14'  15 
18     19  20  21    22 

"o    L'«.  "7   2*1 29 

5 

13 
20 
27 

7      B 
14    IS 

21    22 

28    29 

9 
.16 
23 
30 

..'..J... 

1 

1 
MARCH. 

Sat 

5 

12 
19 
26 



1864. 

:bruary. 

T.  j W. IT.    F.  ' Sat. 

Si  Si    4     51    6 
9  i  10 !  11    12  i  13 

16I17.18: 19i  20 
23124:25  26 |  27 

Sun. 

JANUARY. 

Ff 

Sun.iH.  T.   W.T. 

F. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

•?9 

Sat.! 

2   i 

9  , 

16   ! 

23  ! 
30  ! 

Son.' If. 

1 

7  i    8 
14     15 
21     22 
28    29 

m.!t. 

„.J  i 

W.  T.    F. 
2     3     4 

3  i   4     5i    6     7 
10  ,11    12    13    14 

17  '18  19,20  21 
24     25   26   27    28 

6 
13 
20 
27 

7|    8 
14 '  15 
21 '22 

28129 

9 
16 
23 

30 

10.11 
17   18 
24  25 
31  ... 

31 

i       .       i 

1       i       i       i 

Sun. 

JUNE. 

Sat. 

4 
11 
18 
25 

APR1I,. 

MAY. 

T.    W.!t.  JF.  |sau 

3     4     56      7 
10   11  >1S! IV    14 
17    18    19  20    21 
24  25   26  27    28 

31  1 

1 

Sun.  It  W.  'w.Jt. 

-  1  - 

F    Sat. 

2 

8      9 

5    16 

22    23 

20    30 

Sim.  M. 

1      2 

B  !   9 

15    16 

22  |  23 

29    30 

M.    T. 

W. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

T.    F. 

2     3 

9   10 

16   17 

23  24 

30  ... 

3  '    4 1    5     6  |    7 
10    11112    13 1 14 
17  118    19   20i21 
24  |  25  26   27  1 28 

1    5 
12 

19 

26 

6     7 
13    14 
20  21 
27  28 

1       1      i       1 

j 

VU 

1 

Sun. 

1     4 

1  U 
18 

1  25 

[HER 

Sat. 

3 

10 

17 
24 



JULY. 

GUST. 

SEPTEM 

Sun.  M.    T.    W. '  T. 

1 

P.  ,  Sat. 

11    2 

8|    9 

is;  16 

22    23 
29 '  30 

Snn, 

7 
]4 
21 
28 

II. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

T.  1  W. 

2i    3 

9    10 

16,17 

23  24 

30j31 

T.  |  F.  [  Sat. 

I 
4     5 :     6 

M.'T.  Iw.jT.    F. 

!...!    1      2 

51   6i    7:    8|    9 

12   13 '14 ,15   16 

19  '  20  1  21  122  23 

26127,28  29  30 

i       i 

3 

10 
17 
"4 

4i   5,    6     7 
11    12   13    14 
18    19  20  21 
25!  26  27  28 

11 
18 
25 

12  i  13 
19    20 
26,  27 

31 

i 

1 

_'_ 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 

FROM  OCTOBER  1,  1863,  TO  SEPTEMBER  3D,  1864. 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  OCTOBER  1,  1863,  TO  SEPTEMBER  30,  1864. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy  as  gathered  from  reports  oj  picket  boats. 

No.  175.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  1,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  will  form  some  idea  of  what  the  enemy  is 
about  from  the  following  extracts  of  the  reports  made  to  me  every 
morning  by  the  picket  monitor  and  scouts,  which  are  placed  each  night: 

CatshiU,  22d  September,  says: 

The  enemy  transporting  five  guns  toward  Breach  Inlet.  The  guns  were  drawn 
along  the  beach  by  oxen,  and  were  brought  from  some  point  near  Fort  Moultrie. 

Montauk,  25th  September,  notices: 

The  rebels  industrious  in  building  sand-bag  protections  to  their  guns,  and  stripping 
the  houses  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the  batteries,  leaving  only  the  skeleton 
frames  standing;  that  small  steamere,  night  and  day,  were  passing  back  and  forth  to 
Charleston  and  Sullivan's  Island,  and  a  rowboat  of  about  ten  oars  lying  at  anchor 
near  Fort  Sumter,  on  the  channel  side,  during  the  night. 

At  low  water  to-day,  a  rip  was  discovered  extending  from  Fort  Sumter  in  a  line  to 
the  western  end  of  the  buoys,  stretching  from  near  Moultrie  in  a  westerly  direction 
across  the  channel.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  the  meeting  of  the  tides,  but  as  it  did 
not  alter  position,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  some  hidden  obstruction  might  be  there. 

Catskill,  26th  September,  reports: 

Observed,  frequently,  steamers  passing  from  Sumter  to. Moultrie,  one  having  a 
lighter  in  tow;  several  piles  drifted  by.  At  daybreak  observed  an  ironclad  and 
another  boat  anchored  to  the  right  and  left  of  Sumter. 

Nahant,  27th  September,  says: 

The  day  being  remarkably  clear,  we  observed  two  vessels  on  the  stocks  in  the  city 
of  Charleston— one  at  the  northeast  end  of  the  city,  on  Cooper  River,  evidently 
intended  for  an  ironclad,  from  the  fact  that  she  is  having  a  casemate  built  over  her; 
the  other  is  west  of  Castle  Pinckney. 

I  had  the  obstruction  buoys  counted  by  several  of  the  officers,  and  the  average 
number  was  about  eighty.  The  buoys  do  not  seem  to  to  be  in  a  continuous  line,  but 
as  if  they  were  in  groups  of  five  or  six.  There  seems  to  be  another  short  line  of 
larger  buoys  beyond  the  first,  which  I  judge  to  be  a  separate  obstruction  across  Hog 
Island  Channel. 

Montauk,  29th  September,  says: 

A  small  steamer  this  morning  went  to  Breach  Inlet,  through  a  creek  back  of  Sulli- 
van's Island,  where  she  remained  all  day.  Parties  of  men  were  employed  on  the 
works  at  this  point,  and  also  on  the  battery  to  the  right  of  Moultrie  House.  Four 
ports  were  observed  on  broadside  of  rebel  flag  ram.  A  vessel  is  seen  on  ways  at  the 
right  of  the  city.  Her  appearance  now  shows  a  hull  quite  low  andnot  less  than  200 
feet  in  length;  on  top,  and  about  equidistant  from  either  end,  is  a  covering  not 
unlike  the  upper  deck  of  the  Atlanta. 

'i 
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Lehigh,  29th  September,  says: 

To  the  right  of  Castle  Pinckney  there  are  two  vessels  building,  with  sloping  sides, 
apparently  ironclads. 

Then  Captain  Green  reports  from  the  outside  blockade,  30th  Sep- 
tember, that — 

A  large  gang  of  men  has  been  employed  for  two  or  three  days  past  apparently 
making  alterations  or  additions  to  the  fortifications  on  the  eastern  end  of  Sullivan's 
Island,  near  Breach  Inlet. 

The  object  seems  to  be  to  fortify  Sullivan's  Island  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  our  utmost  efforts. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,!),  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  V.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  to 
deficiencies  in  crews  of  the  squadron. 

No.  176.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off Hf orris  Island,  October  1, 1863. 
Sir:  1  again  request  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  deficien- 
cies in  the  crews  of  the  squadron.     It  is  becoming  a  serious  inconven- 
ience, as  it  amounts  very  nearly  to  800  men. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dalagren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  advantages 
offered  to  the  enemy  by  delay  in  the  attack  upon  Charleston. 

No.  177.]  Flag-Steamer  Phiiadelpiha, 

Off  Harris  Island,  October  2, 1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Department  that  we  are  enter- 
ing on  a  course  of  fine  weather,  and  that  the  enemy  is  laboring  with 
great  assiduity  to  perfect  and  extend  his  works,  thereby  increasing 
the  difficulties  of  the  attack.  It  will  be  very  desirable  that  this  should 
not  be  postponed  later  than  the  middle  of  this  month,  at  which  time  I 
shall  have  only  five  monitors  in  good  condition — Catskill,  Weehawken, 
Lehigh,  Montauk,  and  Nahant.  The  Passaic  will  certainly  be  under 
repair,  and  the  Patapsco  may  be. 

I  hope  the  Department  may  have  the  power  of  adding  two  or  three 
monitors  to  my  force.  A  recent  letter  from  Mr.  Stimers  speaks  of 
the  Canonicus  and  Tecumseh  being  nearly  ready,  which,  if  in  time, 
would  be  a  very  seasonable  addition  to  the  force  here. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  the  sending 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Passaic  to  New  York. 

No.  179.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  0,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  already  transmitted  information  of  the  condition  of  the 
Passaic. 

On  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  assistant  inspector 
of  ironclads,  and  others,  it  seems  that  there  will  be  least  loss  of  time  by 
sending  the  Passaic  to  New  York.  It  appears  to  be  doubtful  whether 
the  heavy  weights  that  are  to  be  moved  can  be  lifted  by  the  means  at 
Port  Royal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  XI.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Pt/whatan,  regarding  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Philadelphia,  tow- 
ing the  U.  S.  S.  Atlanta. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  October  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  after  a  pas- 
sage of  five  days  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  having  in  tow  the  ironclad 
ram  Atlanta.  1  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  orders  which  I  received 
from  Admiral  Dahlgren.  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  hours,  we  experienced  very  favorable  weather  during  the 
passage. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Cromwell,  commanding  the  Atlanta, 
for  the  skillful  and  intelligent  management  of  his  vessel  throughout 
the  passage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLE8  STEEDMAN, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cromwell,  XI.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Atlanta,  regarding  the  trip  of  that  vessel  from  Port  Royal  to  Phila- 
delphia, towed  by  the  XI.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  October  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  here  of  the  U.  S. 
ironclad  Atlanta. 

We  sailed  from  Port  Royal  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  September 
in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan.     When  outside  the  bar  1  found  the 
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slil] »  leaked  badly  about  the  Rtem  Had  sternpost,  about  the  hatches, 
through  the  prow,  and  through  the  decking  over  the  proband  al 
nearl]  every  aponson  boll  througb  hei  sides.  At  noon  on  the  27th  the 
water  in  the  hold  had  risen  to  90  Inches  and  soon  after  tin-  main  iti 

Snmpstoppi  bo  "•.  hoi  we  kept  the  water  down  by  the  haadand 

onkey  pumps  till  it  was  started  again. 
The  leaking  In  the  bowaaccn  aujated  an  iBunense  weigh!  of  a 
whic  L  not  pass- into  the  bttg  ft,  for  the  decking 

bulkh  .  and  the  weight  was  causing  her  to  plunge  heavily  into  the 
seas  and  steer  badly.  1  had  holes  panohed  through  the  bulkhead  and 
i  uf  through  the  deck  to  allow  the  water  to  pus-,  and  trimmed  the  ship 
by  the  stern  to  brine  it  to  the  pumps.  I  round  she  was  relieved  by  it, 
steered  wry  well  afterwards,  and  toe  main  pump  kepi  the  water  down 
to  14  inches. 

Inconsequence  of  the.  limber  holes  bring  choked  up,  and  the  diffi- 
cult] in  clearing  them,  the  water  in  the  hold  had  risen  al  9  a.  m..  99th. 
to  84  inches.     We  succeeded  In  clearing  them,  and  al  noon  had 
the  water  to  its  usual  depth. 

The  sea  was  so  rough  on  the  90th  as  to  wash  over  the  upper  deck, 

rendering  it  necessary  to  batten  do*  d  the  batches;  it  was  quite  as  n<  i 

aary  thai  some  should  be  leftopen  for  ventilation,  and  through  the  open 

the  water  flooded  the  gun  deck.    The  scuppers  on  this  deck  would, 

in  rough  weather,  admit  more  water  than  they  would  let  oft,  which 

lered  it  necessary  to  plug  thi  m  op.  and  the  water  thai  Rained 

gun  deek  had  to  DBSB  into  the  mlgo,  which  added  tot] 

The  oroUaary  temperature  in  toe  forward  fire  room  was  150  ,and 
when  aome  of  the  hatches  were  battened  down  the  heat  was  almost 
insupportable. 

\\  r  passed  Cape    I  bitterns  on    the   morning  of  the  80th,  and    lh 

became  smooth.  We  were  busy  the  whole  day  trying  to  keep  the  water 
down,  but  there  was  a  steady  gain  till  about  4  p.  m..  when  wehadaboul 
4  met  in  the  hold.  1  found  the  sea  had  quit  breaking  over  her  bows, 
an!  being  relieved  of  tie'  weight,  ihe  had  settled  deeper  astei  d  and  the 

water  was  coining  in  about  the  rudderfaead  BO  fa-t  :i-  to  male  tW<       hoct 

streams  in  passing  througb  the  iron  bulkhead.     It  being  impossible  to 

get  at  the  leak  to  stop  it.  I  trimmed  ln-r  down  by  the  hen 

the  leak  outof  the  water,  after  which  the  pumps  gained  steadily. 

Tin'  Tessel  minds  ber  helm  very  well,  but,  for  lack  of  proper  pur- 
chase in  her  steering  arnuigement,  she  is  verj  baj  er. 

Her  speed,  so  fur  a-  I  eon  lain  in  towing,  is  about  5  knots  and 

not  greater  than  6. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  ohedieol  servant, 

B.  J.  I'ku.MWKI.I, 

LiadanarUf  Cbmmondktg  U.  s'.  Ironclad  Aikmta. 

Hon.  Ginv.oN  Win  i>. 

Seontary  <>f  th<  Wa\ 
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Vessels  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.  during  the  week  ending  October 

3.  1863. 


Name. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Purpose. 


Prize... 
Repairs. 


Atlanta !  June  18 

Ifadgie Aug.  22 

l 

Home Sept.   4! do 

Mahaaka Sept.  10  i  Repairs— dischg.  bro- 
ken 100-pdr. 

Patapeco Sept.  12    Repairs 

Marblebead Sept.  16  do Sept.  29 


Date  of 
depar- 
ture. 


Sept  27 


Sept.  30 


Rescue 

Weebawken. 


Daffodil  ... 
Powhatan . 
Jupiter  — 
Dandelion . 


Passaic... 
Flambeau 
Flag 


Sept.  21 
Sept  23 
Sept  27 


Diamond do.., 

Fernandina Sept  80 

South  Carolina Oct.     1 


.do. 
.do. 


...do... 
Sept.  15 


Sept  20  do 

Sept.  10  i  To  tow  Atlanta— coal 
Sept.  18  Prize  to  Nantucket . . . 
8ept.  —    Repairs 


.....do 

Coal 

Repairs,    coal,    and 

provisions. 
Prize  to  Stettin 


Repairs  and  supplies. 


Sept.  27 


Sept.  26 


Oct.     3 


Remarks. 


In  tow  of  Powhatan  for  Philadelphia. 

All  the  repairs  that  can  be  made  here 
are  completed. 

Will  be  finished  probably  next  week. 

For  Charleston.  Was  commenced  on 
23d  Sept.,  finished  on  28th. 

Will  be  finished  Oct.  11. 

Commenced  on  23d  8ept,  finished 
Sept.  28. 

To  be  finished  in  two  weeks. 

Will  be  ready  to  leave  to-morrow, 
Oct  4. 

To  be  finished  in  two  weeks. 

For  Philadelphia,  towing  Atlanta 

A  few  repairs  to  be  made. 

Repairs  commenced  Sept.  26,  proba- 
bly be  finished  Oct.  7. 

To  relieve  Potomska  at  Fernandina. 
Much  out  of  repair;  special  report 
sent. 

Waiting  orders. 

Examination  to  be  made  on  5th  in- 
stant 


Instructions  of  Commander  Reynolds.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Kirby,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Midnight,  regarding 
the  disposition  of  unginned  cotton  in  St.  Catherine's  Sound. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Octobers,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  letter  in  regard  to  unginned  cotton  on  St.  Catherine's 
Island  having  been  referred  to  the  admiral  for  decision,  he  replies 
thereto  that  if  this  property  comes  within  the  law  it  should  be  taken 
for  the  United  States,  which  can  alone  dispose  of  it.  If  it  can  be 
shown  to  your  satisfaction  that  this  cotton  was  raised  by  the  negroes 
themselves,  after  the  whites  left  the  place,  it  might  probably  be  dis- 
posed of  for  their  benefit;  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  portion  of  the 
property  left  by  the  rebels  on  their  abandonment  of  the  island,  it 
must  be  taken  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Before  doing  anything  in  this  matter,  you  will  please  satisfy  your- 
self of  the  facts  in  the  case  and  report  to  me  further  in  regard  to  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obeaient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Acting  Master  Kirby, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Midnight. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Lehigh,  regarding  the  operation  of  that  vessel  in  gales. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Lehigh, 
Off  Morris  Island,  October  3,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  order  directing  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  the  Lehigh 
in  any  gale  of  wind  I  may  have  experienced  in  her  on  the  trip  from 
New  i  ork  to  Charleston  has  been  received. 

On  the  trip  from  New  York  to  this  place,  and  when  about  15  or  20 
miles  north  of  Hatteras,  on  the  evening  of  August  27,  it  commenced 
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blowing  heavily  from  1 1 1  *  -  northward  Mini  eastward,  raising  :i  eorra- 
slHinding    sea.       Night    eon  i  ire.:    ■  >  1 1 .  : ;  r  i  <  I    il    1  M  dng  illi|K«rl  :i  ti  f   EO  get    v\  •  - 1 1 

clear  oi   Rattens  Shoal,  I  was  aecessarilj  compelled  to  head  onshore, 
quenoe  "f  which  t ! *■« -  phip  was  brought  with  her  head  toe  very 

he:r  I  lie    thumping    of    t In-    '"  ov  erhang"  wa>    V-'I'V    .severe.    th«- 

were  ma  kin  u  romplece  breachee  over  every  part  of  the  ship,  even 
over  the  top  of  the  turret,  down  which  the  received  b  Donetaerablc 
quantity  of  water     The  wind  held  to  (he  northward  and  eestwi 
it Im mt  ti  doiiUj  banled  toth uthward  and  east 

WBld  and  blew  quite  m  harcl  for  three  hours  more.  The  sea  at  this  time 
mi-  rolling  in  heavily  from  tin-  southward  and  eastward.  The  wind 
then  died  out  and  shifted  to  the  northward  and  westward,  blowing  bi 

for  tWO   hours,  at    the  expiration    ••!"    whieh    time   both    wind    and 

began  to  subside.  After  heading  off,  and  keeping  her  before  ft, 
behaved  handsomely,  and  in  fact  she  behaved  well  throughout  the 
whole  gate.  The  rolling  motion  was  very  slight,  ship  making  '"it 
little  water,  leaks  showing  themselves  inmani  planes  through  the  spai 
deck,  which  were  very  disagreeable,  bufl  unimportant.  At  no  time 
during  the  Bale  did  she  hav  more  than  13  inches  of  water  in  the 
bilges,  which  the  auxiliary  pump  kept  down  wit  flout  being  over- 
worked. A  portion  of  the  time  when  running  before  it  no  part  of 
the  spar  deck  could  •«■  seen,  si.s  the  sea  was  rolling  in  upon  her  from 
all  directions.  During  the  time  the  sea  was  at  it-  greatest  height 
would  plunge  into  it.  lifting  heavy  masses  of  water,  cxi  from 

the  hov.  the  turret*  and  bey I,  which  could  not  have 

been  tana  than  I  Peel  high  from  the  deck.     At  erst,  when  attempting 

to  rise  under  this  gnat  weight  of  water,  she  would  move  somewhat 

sluggishly,  Imu  after  again  getting  on  a  little  motion  she  would  relieve 

alf  very  rapidly.    The  shipVoell,  which  hung 6|  feel  above  the 

spar  deck,  on   the   forward    pari    of  the   turret.    wa«    lifted    from    its 

socket,  unhung,  and  washed  ov<  rboard    not  by  the  swash,  but  by  a 

full,  green  sea.      1  enclose  un  exlraet  from  the  Log  hook. 

1  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant) 

A.  Bbtbom,  ■/-/-. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki.i  k-. 

Wyofth*    Navy,    I  ■■■?"»,  D.  0. 

Bn  I 

Bxtuct  h  ■.  I .  s.  8.  bjMgh  during  <>  gait  qf&ai  ■■■*/  ■:  ami 

.-.*.  1883, 


Konu. 

PMham 

Count*. 

Wind* 

Weather. 

Mraotfon. 

Force. 

27th,  p.  in. 

a 
ii 
s 
t> 

4 
3 
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2 
2 
3 
1 

B 
r> 

6 

e 
7 
■ 
10 
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8 
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D  lo  - 

• 

a 

2 

4 

lu>. 

3 

do 

do.... 

Da 

6 

1 

8.K....... 

M 

ii... 

II 

da  .                   

do 

N.  W 

3Bih.it.  m. 

1 

3 

SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  9 

Report  of  Commander  Raich,   U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  in  St/mo 

River,  regarding  measures  against  a  surprise  front  the  enemy  in  those 

waters. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  October  J+,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication*  of  the  3d  instant  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  M.  For- 
rest, U.  S.  Navy,  and  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  I  have  in  some  degree 
felt  that  it  might  be  possible  (by  a  surprise)  for  the  enemy,  by  bring- 
ing down  the  Stono  a  very  heavy  force,  to  board  the  vessels  in  this 
inlet,  and  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  taken  even  more 
than  the  usual  precautions  against  a  surprise.  I  have  boarding  nets  up, 
with  a  picket  boat  out  at  night,  with  a  signal  light  to  be  made  on  the 
discovery  of  the  enemy.  I  nave  also  given,  as  already  reported,  to  the 
advanced  posts  on  James  and  Ix>ng  islands,  Coston  IightSj  to  be 
burned  in  the  event  of  an  advance  by  the  enemy.  I  have  a  slip  buoy 
on  and  the  cable  unshackled,  and  always  sufficient  steam  up  to  enable 
me  to  move  instantly;  as  also  torpedo  catchers.  These,  with  the  very 
brightest  lookout  possible,  enable  me  to  assure  you  that  it  is  by  no 
means  probable  that  the  enemy  will  succeed  in  surprising  the  naval 
force  in  Stono. 

Colonel  Revnolds,  commanding  U.  S.  marine  battalion,  has  taken 
post  on  Folly  Island,  and  has  now  on  board  the  Pawnee  a  detachment  of 
some  65  men.     This  force  is,  I  think,  sufficient  for  the  service  on  board. 

Your  suggestion  as  to  driving  piles  in  the  channel  is  one  which  I 
feel  would  render  an  attack  by  the  Stono  perfectly  impossible,  and  but 
for  the  fact  of  making  reconnoissanccs  up  that  river,  I  should  most 
certainly  advise  that  it  be  done.  But  if  you  desire  me  to  observe  the 
progress  of  the  earthworks  on  the  Stono,  the  piling  could  not  be  placed 
where  it  would  be  desirable,  but  1  would  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
unless  you  direct  or  desire  me  to  bombard  them,  I  do  not  see  any  very 

freat  gain  to  render  the  driving  of  piles  necessary.  I  have  respect- 
ully  to  state  that  General  Gillmore  offered  to  drive  piles  in  the  Stono, 
and  I  have  raised  the  same  objection,  viz,  the  impossibility  of  my  get- 
ting up  as  near  as  I  usually  go.  If  no  further  information  is  needed 
in  that  direction,  I  would  most  respectfully  advise  that  the  river  be 
piled  as  proposed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  B.  Balch, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atluntic  Rlockdg.  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Cooper,  JJ.  S.  Navy, 
cf/mmanditu/  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma. 

Navy  Department,  October  5,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Sonoma  off  Charleston  and  report 
to  Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  on  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  George  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma,  New  York. 

*  Vnf.  found. 
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Order  of  jRear- Admiral  Dohlgren,    (I.   S.    Vavy,  U>  Ar.li 

M'ii.  Sj)t/i<>r,  I     v.  .\<n'i,.  <  naofthe  I .  S.  & 

V.  S.  Fi.Ausmr  Phtladelfuul, 
Of  Morris  bland,  Octobers,  18b 
Sik:  You  an-  hereby  appointed  Jo  the  command  of  the  (T.  S  tender 
rnibine,  which  you  wiU  assume  From  this  date  until  furthei 
Reaped  fully,  etc, 

.1.  A.  Dahlou 

Noting  Mastera's  Mate  W.  B,  Spxncbb. 

/".  S.  S.  Cf*l 


Attempted  destruction  of  '/<•  1 .  8.  S.  deshyth 

torpedo "DomcL," off  eh, ,,i. »>,.<,.  8.  <:.  Octobers,  U 

Report  of  Roar- Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

No.  188.]  Flag-Steamer  riiu..\i>i  ii-m \.  October?,  fi 

Sik:  Another attempt  to  lilow  1 1 1 >  the  Ironsides  has  been  frustrated. 
A 1 1! ui t   LO  o'clock  "ii  the  night  of  October  .'>.  some  explosions,  as  if 
of  small  arms,  were  heard  in  tin-  direction  «•!'  the  Ironside*}  the  dura- 
tion was  quite  brief,  and   then  all  was  Still.      A-  -oon  as  I  could  reach 

the  frigate,  I  learned  thai  a  torpedo  had  bean  exploded  neat  the  Inm 
.  and  that  Acting  E&nsign  Howard  had  been  o  pounded  by 

a  shot  from  the  toil-  >1. 

In  tin'  morning  it  appeared  thai  i  man  had  been  picked  up,  who 
itted  that  be  nad  been  in  the  torpedo.    Bis  account  was,  thai 
.•I  was  shaped  HI  i   had  a  maximum  diameter  of  more  than 

6  feet;  length,  he  could  ntA  be  sure  of,  but  ii  was  said  to  be  about  50 
feet.  There  were  tour  persons  in  it.  The  torpedo  contained  60  pounds 
of  powder,  was  secured  on  a  bar  10  feet  long  projecting  from  the  liow. 
and  immersed  perhaps  8  feet. 

The  vessel  left  Charleston  about  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  Stfa 
instant,  passed  down  outside  of  us,  and  then,  returning,  made  for  the 
Trot  ad  struck  her  fairly  amidships.     It  was  not  quite  LO  o'clock, 

and  many  officers  were  still  on  deck.  The  torpedo  WSS  seen  approach- 
ing and  bailed,  when  some  shots  were  Brad  from  her,  one  of  which 
wounded  the  officer  of  tbe*deck  mortally:  Immediately  thet  icptoaioa 
followed,  and  the  effect  of  the  apparatus  maj  be  considered  as  complete, 
yet  no  impression  is  visible  on  the  armor  or  exterior  planking.  The 
prisoner  says  that,  fearing  the  explosion,  be  jumped  overboard  just  as 

the  torpedo  was  hailed. 

After   I   bad   heard  this  prisoner,  I   learned   that   another  had   been 

taken,  whom,  however,  1  aid  no!  see,  a-  the  story  of  the  Brad  suffi- 
ciently explained  th  ts  of  (In-  torpedo.  About  noon  I 
learned  from  papers  found  on   the   last    prisoner  thai    he  had  been  the 

omander  of  the  torpedo,  and  was  a  lieutenant  in  tin-  Confederate 
Navy.  These  papers (fmir  in  number)  I  transmit  herewith,  from  which 
[tseems  that  the  vessel  wuHcalledthc  "•David,"  probably  to  point  t«' 
presumed  success  against  the  Ironsides,  which  was  to  enact  me  Goliath. 
The  p.ojei  i.  it  appears,  had  also  been  regulai  ly  < tcted,  as  one  doc- 
ument is  dated  September  6.  The  report  of  Captain  Rowan,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Ironsides,  has  not  been  received  at  this  date. 
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How  far  the  enemy  may  seem  encouraged,  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  well  to  be  prepared  against  a  considerable  issue  of 
these  small  craft.  It  is  certainly  the  best  form  of  the  torpedo  which 
has  come  to  my  notice,  and  a  large  quantity  of  powder  may  as  well  be 
exploded  as  60  pounds. 

1  was  concerned  for  the  monitors,  and  am  now  on  the  way  to  Port 
Royal  for  a  day  or  two  to  see  what  can  be  done  to  arm  those  which 
are  there  against  these  machines.  Captain  Rowan  is  in  command,  and 
I  gave  personal  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the  monitors,  which 
it  is  but  just  to  them  to  say  were  almost  needless.  The  vessels  them- 
selves should  be  protectee!  by  outriggers,  and  the  harbor  itself  well 
strewn  with  a  similar  class  of  craft.  Their  three  ironclads  are  so  pro- 
vided, and  1  do  not  doubt  that  when  an  attack  is  made  by  us  there  will 
be  a  number  of  these  torpedoes  at  work  on  our  vessels.  The  subject 
merits  serious  attention,  for  it  will  receive  a  greater  development. 

I  wish  that  I  could  have  transmitted  the  report  of  Captain  Rowan, 
but  it  had  not  been  received,  and  I  desired  to  inform  the  Department 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  outside  of  the  hull  near  the  locality  of  the  explosion  was  exam- 
ined by  the  divers,  and  it  is  reported  to  me  verbally  that  no  impression 
of  any  consequence  is  to  be  seen,  except,  perhaps,  the  removal  of  some 
copper,  which,  by  the  way,  has  occurred:  in  other  places,  from  other 
causes,  and  so  leave  an  opening  to  the  worms. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfte  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

Wilmington,  September  6,  1863. 
Sir:  Sixty  men,  with  three  officers,  viz,  Dr.  Griggs,   Midshipman 
Clayton,  and  Midshipman  Hogue,  are  placed  under  your  command. 
You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  with  them  without  any  delay  and  report 
yourself  and  command  to  Flag-Officer  John  R.  Tucker  for  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Muse, 
Commanding  C.  S.  S.  North  Carolina. 

Lieutenant  W.  T.  Glassell, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

Reported  with  54  men. 


September  8,  1863. 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Flag-  Officer  Afloat. 


Special  Orders,  j  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  South  Carolina, 

>■  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

No.  186.         )  Charleston,  S.  C,  September  18,  1803. 

*               *  *               *               *               *               * 

VII.  Lieutenant  Glassell,  C.  S.  Navy,  having  volunteered  for  the 
duty,  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Ripley  for  special  service 
against  the  fleet  of  the  United  States  off  this  harbor.     He  will  be 
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assisted  by  Captain  Theodore  Stoney  as  first  officer,  J.  H.  Tomb, 
engineer,  and  Charles  Seemps  and  James  Abies  as  assistants. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

Jno.  M.  Otet, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Lieutenant  Glassell,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Charleston, 
Charleston,  September  18,  1863. 
Sir:  By  a  recent  letter  received  from  the  Department,  I  find  that 
the  detachment  of  officers  and  men  under  your  command  was  intend- 
ing to  form  a  part  of  the  boat  party  under  Lieutenant-Commander 
Rochelle. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  report  the  officers  and  men,  who  are  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Rochelle  for  duty,  with 
the  exception  of  3TourseIf ,  you  being  regarded  as  on  special  service  for 
the  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 
Lieutenant  W.  T.  Glassell, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Charleston, 
Charleston,  September  22,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  assume  command  of  the  torpedo  steamer  "David," 
and  when  ready,  will  proceed  to  operate  against  the  enemy's  fleet  off 
Charleston  Harbor,  with  a  view  of  destroying  as  many  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  as  possible,  reporting  the  results  to  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Tucker, 
Flag-  Officer,  Comdg.  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Cluirleston  Harbor. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  T.  Glassell,  C.  S.  Navy, 
C.  S.  "David,"  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  B.  8.  New  Ironsides. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  October  6,  1863. 

Sir:  L  have  the  honor  to  report  the  circumstances  attending  the 
explosion  of  a  torpedo  against  the  side  of  this  ship  last  night  at  a  quar- 
ter past  9  o'clock. 

About  a  minute  before  the  explosion  a  small  object  was  seen  by  the 
sentinels  and  hailed  by  them  as  a  boat,  and  also  by  Mr.  Howard,  officer 
of  the  deck,  from  the  gangway.  Receiving  no  answer,  he  gave  the 
order  "tire  into  her."  The  sentinels  delivered  their  fire,  and  imme- 
diately the  ship  received  a  very  severe  blow  from  the  explosion,  throw- 


ing a  column  of  water  upon  the  spar  deck  and  into  the  engine  room. 

The  object  fired  at  proved  to  be  (as  I  subsequent" 

the  prisoners)  a  torpedo  steamer,  shaped  like  a  cigar,  50  feet  long  by 


5  feet  in  diameter,  and  of  great  speed,  and  so  submerged,  that  the  only 
portion  of  her  visible  was  the  coamings  of  her  hatch,  which  were 
only  2  feet  above  the  water's  edge  and  about  10  feet  in  length. 
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The  torpedo  boat  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  G  las- 
sell,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  our  Navy  and  now  our  prisoner.  He 
states  that  the  explosion  threw  a  column  of  water  over  the  little  craft, 
which  put  out  the  fires  and  left  it  without  motive  power,  and  it  drifted 
past  the  ship. 

Nothing  could  be  seen  from  the  gun  deck,  and  to  fire  at  random 
would  endanger  the  fleet  of  transport  and  other  vessels  near  us.  The 
marine  guard  and  musketeers  on  the  spar  deck  saw  a  small  object,  at 
which  a  very'severe  fire  was  kept  up,  until  it  drifted  out  of  sight,  when 
two  of  the  monitors,  the  Weehawken  and  Catskill,  passed  under  our 
stern  and  were  close  to  it,  when  it  suddenly  disappeared.  Two  of  our 
cutters  were  dispatched  in  search  of  it,  but  returned  without  success. 

I  hope  our  fire  destroyed  the  torpedo  steamer,  and  infer  the  fact 
from  the  statement  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Glassell,  who  acknowl- 
edges that  he  and  Engineer  Tomb  and  pilot,  who  constituted  the  crew 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  vessel, 
and  being  provided  with  life-preservers,  swam  for  their  lives.  Glassell 
hailed  one  of  our  coal  schooners*  as  he  drifted  past,  and  was  rescued 
from  a  grave  he  designed  for  the  crew  of  this  ship. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  Jno.  A.  Daiilorrn, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Rowan,  TJ.  B.  Navy,  commending  Acting  Eniign  C.  W.  Howard  of  the 

TJ.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides. 

New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Island,  October  6, 1863. 
Sir:  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fine  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  W. 
Howard  of  this  ship,  who  has  always  behaved  well  under  fire,  and  was 
particularly  conspicuous  last  night  while  in  charge  of  the  deck,  in 
mounting;  the  rail  of  the  ship  and  ordering  the  sentries  to  fire  on  the 
approaching  torpedo  vessel.  He  received,  while  in  this  position,  a 
gunshot  wound  from  the  enemy,  which  I  fear  will  prove  fatal.  I 
respectfully  recommend  him  for  promotion  to  acting  master. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  operation!  of  the  Confederate 

torpedo  "David." 

Confidential.]  [U.  S.  Flagship]  Philadelphia, 

At  Sea,  October  7, 1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  1  send  you  a  lengthy  official  report  of  the  new  tor- 
pedo vessel  "David"  to  which  I  will  only  add  a  few  lines. 

Among  the  many  inventions  with  which  I  have  been  familiar,  I  have 
seen  none  which  have  acted  so  perfectly  at  first  trial. 

The  secrecy,  rapidity  of  movement,  control  of  direction,  and  precise 
explosion  indicate,  I  think,  the  introduction  of  the  torpedo  element 
as  a  means  of  certain  warfare.  It  can  be  ignored  no  longer.  If  60 
pounds  of  powder,  why  not  600  pounds? 
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I  would  advise,  therefore,  that  the  subject  be  fully  traversed  on  the 
basis  developed  by  the  enemy, 'and  then  improved  on  afterwards. 

The  sketch  given  me  by  one  of  the  men  who  was  in  the  "David" 
is  thus: 


n 


Watcr. 


You  have  only  to  complete  this  by  extending  it  so  as  to  form  a 
cigar  50  feet  long  and  5  to  6  feet  in  diameter,  about  2  feet  being  above 
water.  There  is  a  long  hatch,  with  a  coaming,  through  which  rises  the 
pipe.  The  crew  stand  in  the  space  opened  by  the  coaming,  and  my 
informant,  who  is  a  short  man,  says,  that  when  standing  on  the  iron 
ballast,  he  could  just  see  over  the  coaming. 

The  torpedo  is  said  to  project  about  10  feet,  which  1  am  unable  to 
reconcile  with  the  length  of  the  craft  that  is  immersed. 

The  '*  David"  moved  so  rapidly  that  but  a  few  moments  intervened 
between  getting  sight  of  her  and  the  blow. 

The  mysterious  part  is  that  after  the  explosion  it  was  thought  that 
two  monitors  saw  and  tired  at  the  vessel.  The  captain  affects  to 
believe  that  it  went  down,  but  of  the  precise  fact  nothing  is  actually 
known. 

October  8. — The  foregoing  was  written  last  night.  This  morning  I 
am  at  Port  Royal  to  see  if  the  monitors  here  under  repair  can  not 
receive  some  arrangement  to  stave  off  these  torpedoes.  I  left  Rowan 
in  command  at  Charleston  and  will  probably  get  back  to-morrow. 

By  all  means  let  us  have  a  quantity  of  these  torpedoes,  and  thus 
turn  them  against  the  enemy.    We  can  make  them  faster  than  they  can. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren. 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 

[Enclosures.] 

A  vessel  of  this  kind  about  50  feet  long,  8  feet  wide  by  6  feet,  and 
elliptical  form  would,  immersed  awash,  displace  about  24  tons  as  a 
paraboloid;  the  greatest  cross-section  would  be  38  square  feet;  if  made 
of  full  one-eightn-inch  plate  iron  the  weight  would  be  nearly  5  tons, 
and  there  would  thus  be  18  to  19  tons  for  machinery,  coal,  and  ballast. 


<«?/*»• 


For  permanent  stability  the  vessel  would  require  some  2  tons  of  iron 
ballast,  aSj  from  the  shape,  the  machinery  would  necessarily  be  high. 
For  creeping  up  very  little  speed  would  be  required,  and  only  when 
within  about  180  yards,  a  five  minutes'  run,  will  the  whole  speed  be 
required.  A  high-pressure  engine  would  be  the  lightest  kind;  about 
10  to  13  tons  can  l>e  allowed  for  the  engine  and  3  to  (5  tons  for  the  coal 
and  men.  A  vessel  to  be  used  under  water  must  be  elliptical  in  every 
direction,  so  that  the  water  may  pass  over  as  well  as  under  it. 
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Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U,  8.  Navy,  announcing  the  death  of  Acting  Vaster 

Howard,  V.  8.  Navy. 

No.  11)0.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

OffMorrk  Island,  October  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  deeply  regret  having  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Acting 
Master  Howard,  of  the  Ironsides,  who  died  to-day  about  sunset  from 
the  wound  inflicted  by  a  shot  fired  at  him  from  the  torpedo  vessel 
"  David." 

Mr.  Howard  had  raised  himself  from  the  ranks  to  be  an  acting 
ensign,  and  by  his  intelligence,  attention  to  duty,  and  solid  worth  had 
won  for  himself  the  respect  of  all  who  were  associated  with  him. 

As  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  wound  was  ascertained,  there  was  little 
hope  of  his  recovery;  and  in  promoting  him  to  be  an  acting  master  I 
felt  that  it  was  but  taking  your  place  in  the  payment  of  a  just  tribute 
to  an  honest  man,  who  had  just  given  his  life  to  his  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  Lieutenant  Glaiiell,  C.  8.  Navy. 

No.  191.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  12,  1863. 
Sir:  My  regular  mail,  prepared  for  the  Araqo,  again  failed,  as  that 
vessel  steamed  away  from  the  boat  of  the  Wabash  carrying  the  mail, 
though  less  than  200  yards  distant.  I  have  therefore  sent  a  tug  with 
the  letters  to  Fortress  Monroe;  also  Lieutenant  Glassell,  of  the  rebel 
Navy,  who  commanded  the  torpedo  vessel  "David,"  and  was  picked 
up  after  the  attempt. 

It  is  desirable  that  this  officer  should  not  be  allowed  to  return  here 
until  some  time  has  elapsed,  as  he  could  not  fail  to  be  of  great  service 
to  the  enemy  in  future  operations  of  the  same  kind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  C'omdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  injnriea  untamed  by  the  17.  8.  8. 

New  Ironiidei. 

No.  258. — Confidential.]  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Off  Charleston,  Norember  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Captain  llowan  informs  me  that  upon  removing  coal  in -the 
bunkers  of  the  Ironsides,  it  is  discovered  that  the  damage  done  by 
the  torpedo  was  much  more  serious  than  first  appeared. 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  written  report,  as  trie  examination  is  not 
yet  concluded,  but  will  inform  the  Department  at  the  earliest  date. 
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I  ne^d  not  urge  the  importance  of  keeping  the  facts  from  publicity. 
Everything  will  be  done  here  to  that  end,  though  it  is  difficult  to  evade 
the  researches  of  public  correspondents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  }*our  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahloren, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Report  of  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  report*  regarding  injuries  iu»- 
tained  by  the  V.  B.  8.  New  Ironiidet. 

No.  279.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  November  30,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  reports  on 
the  injuries  to  the  Ironside*  from  the  torpedo. 

1  am  not  informed,  however,  that  the  vessel  leaks  unusually,  and 
so  long  as  that  is  the  case  she  ought  to  be  retained  here  until  at  least 
the  attack  on  Charleston  has  been  effectual,  which  I  hope  is  not  far 
distant  now. 
I  have  the  Ijonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  M<rrris  Island,  November  28,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  enclose  herewith,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  the  report 
of  the  carpenter,  Mr.  Bishop,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  injuries 
this  ship  received  by  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo. 

The  ship  is  very  seriously  injured,  and  ought  to  be  sent  home  for 
repairs  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  spare  her  services  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Captain. 
Rear- Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Subencloeure.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  November  24-,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  examined  the  injuries  dis- 
covered in  the  coal  bunkers,  resulting  from  the  attack  made  on  this 
ship  by  the  rebel  torpedo  boat  "  David"  on  the  night  of  the  5th  ultimo, 
[and  find  them]  to  be  as  follows: 

One  hanging  knee  abreast  the  engine  room  started  off  10  inches  from 
the  clamps  and  ceiling;  two  strake  clumps  and  five  strakes  ceiling 
broken  in  two  in  a  perpendicular  line:  the  hanging  knee  is  started 
entirely  from  the  beam  and  the  beam  badly  smashed;  the  fore-and-aft 
piece  that  forms  the  engine  room  is  split  for  about  a  space  of  4  feet 
and  likewise  started  from  the  ends  of  the  spur  beams  from  3  to  4 
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Inches.  Six  of  tin-  Ian  knees  are  also  started.  The  stanchions  that 
support  the  fore  and  the  engine  room  and  likewise  from 

tin- i-oal  Umken  are  goneal  tile  b  The  ceiling  is  started 

off  from  the  frame  of  the  ship  f'  "■  et,  i*>th  forward  and 

afl  ol  the  banging  knee;  forward  of  the  knee,  where  the  ceiling  forms 
a  butt,  it  baa  started  i«»  inohee  from  the  ship's  frame,  and  the  side  of 
tin'  ship  is  sprung  in  from  4  to  6  incbee  for  a  space  of  Borne  40  f •  -* -t . 
When  th«*  ship  was  examined  outside  by  the  divers,  they  reported  t  i  1  *  - 

Jilanking  abreast  the  engine  room  shattered  for  a  space  of  6  feel  in 
lepth.  R)  to  IS  feel  in  length,  and  about  1 1  inches  In  the  face  of  the 
planking.  The  oakum  i>-  atao  started  in  the  seams.  In  examining  the 
gtmand  berth  decks  I  find  the  splrketing  ind  waterway  on  berthoeok 
rted  in  8  Inches  for  a  space  of  BO  feet  The  bulkheads  and  shelving 
of  three  store  rooms  abreast  the  engine  room  were  entirely  knocked 
down.    The  stanchions  thai  support  the  fore  piece  thai  forms 

the  engine  room  on  gun  deck  wea  tl  the  bed,  carrying 

the  joiner  work  with  them.  The  stanchions  that  support  the  spar 
deck  around  the  engine  re  m  ere  jumped  out  of  the  iron  sockets  hy 
the  shock.    The  waterway  on  the  gi  fine  room 

is  started  from  the  Heck   tlir piarter-  of  an   inch  for  a   space  of  80 

feet,  _■  the  'leek  to  leal;  badly.    The  above  injuries  were  all 

caused  l.\   tin-  explosion  of  th«  tu   mi  opinion  this  ship 

ought  to    bedecked  a*  Koona-s  she  can   possiMy  Ik- spared    from  this 

harbor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  II.  Bishop, 
r,  '  .  $.  Navy, 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Sew  Ironside*,  Captain  8.  C.  Bowan.  U   8.  Navy,  commanding. 

-On*  Morris  [eland     From  8  t«>  midnight:   At  9 

f>.  m.  discovered  s  very  peculiar  looking  steamer  which  at  firs!  appeared 
ike  11  boat  standing  toward  our  starboard  beam  from  seaward:  hailed 
her  rapidly  four  times,  and  she.  making  no  replj .  fired  into  her  w  ith  mus- 
ketry; she  returned  fire, dangerously  wounding  Ensign  C.  W.  Howard 
in  charge  of  the  deck.  Almost  at  "the  same  time  the  steamer  struck 
us  near  No.  »'»  port,  starboard  side,  exploding  a  large  torpedo,  shaking 
the  reese]  and  throwing  an  an  unmense  column  of  water,  part  of 
which  fell  on  our  decks.  The  steamer  then  dropped  astern;  continued 
tiring  at  her  with  musketry  ai  long  as  she  was  in  sigh';  also  fired  I 
guns  from  starboard  broadside.  Dispatched  second  and  third  cutters 
in  pursuit.  ton  of  the  torpedo  knocked  down  armory  bulk- 

head and   -tore  rooms  in  wake  ol  ion.      William   L.  Knox. 

ordinary  seaman,  leg  broken;  Thomas  Little,  master  at  ■<■■  eral 

tu-it»ns  from  the  Bhock  of  the  explosion. 


Extract  from  the  Diary  of  Boar-Admiral  Dahlgren.  TJ.  8.  Wary. 


Octobers.  1863.'    Sad  an  eveiri  to-night.     It  was  not  quite  10  p.  m. 
when  the  bwik^  officer  announced  that  Qeneral  Terry  had  infora 
General  Oilli  tph  that  there  waa  trouble  among  the  ves- 

sels—heavy  musketry  firing.    The  tide  was  too  low  to  get  out  of  the 


. 
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creek,  so  I  had  to  get  information  as  I  could,  but  there  was  no  signal, 
no  further  firing,  nor  could  anyone  tell.  Got  out  into  the  channel 
during  the  night  and  steamed  to  the  Ironsides,  where  I  learned  that  a 
torpedo  had  been  exploded  under  her. 

Tuesday,  October  6. — Quite  early  a  frightened  wretch  was  brought 
to  me  as  taken  out  of  the  water  after  escaping  from  the  torpedo.  He 
gave  a  full  statement.  The  vessel  was  about  50  feet  long,  made  like  a 
cigar,  5  to  6  feet  in  diameter,  with  an  engine  which  would  drive  her  8  to 
10  knots.  At  the  bow  was  a  bar  10  feet  long,  with  a  torpedo  at  the  end 
holding  60  pounds  of  powder,  with  four  nipples  to  act  by  percussion. 
There  were  4  persons  in  the  boat,  and  they  stood  on  the  bottom  with 
their  heads  out  of  the  hatch,  which  was  made  in  the  pail  out  of  water. 
They  left  Charleston  at  dusk,  passed  our  vessels  in  the  dark,  then 
returned  and  attacked  the  Ironsides.  He  could  not  tell  whether  the 
captain  or  the  pilot  fired  at  and  wounded  the  officer  of  the  deck.  The 
immense  jet  of  water  that  came  down  put  out  the  fires  of  the  "David." 

It  seems  to  me  that  nothing  could  have  been  more  successful  as  a 
first  effort,  and  it  will  place  the  torpedo  among  certain  offensive  means. 
The  captain  was  also  picked  up.  His  name  is  Glassell,  and  he  was 
formerly  a  lieutenant  in  our  Navy;  now  in  that  of  the  Confederates. 
I  did  not  sec  him,  as  1  could  get  nothing  from  him.  What  became  of 
the  other  two  and  the  boat  no  one  could  say.  They  may  have  per- 
ished or  not. 

October  7. — I  concluded  to  visit  Port  Royal  to  see  the  fleet  engineer 
and  superintendent  of  monitors,  in  order  to  have  some  fixture  for  keep- 
ing off  torpedoes  from  the  monitors,  as  they  might  be  fatal. 

October  10. — Returning  found  things  as  I  left  them.  *  *  *  About 
sunset  poor  Howard  died  of  the  one  little  buckshot  which  struck  him 
from  the  torpedo.  I  had  made  him  a  master  the  next  day,  but  a  Higher 
Power  has  given  him  a  better  promotion.     (It  savors  to  me  of  murder.) 

November  18. — Captain  Rowan  came  on  board  to  report  that  in 
removing  coal  in  bunkers  of  Ironsides  it  was  discovered  that  the 
injury  from  torpedo  was  very  serious,  and  extended  down  toward  the 
keel. 


Extract  from  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  dated 

November  80,  1863. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  October,  Lieutenant  W.  T.  Glassell, 
in  charge  of  the  torpedo  boat  "David,"  with  Assistant  Engineer  J.  H. 
Tomb,  Pilot  Walker  Cannon,  and  Seaman  James  Sullivan,  left  Charles- 
ton to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  ship  Neio  Ironsides. 

Passing  undiscovered  through  the  enemy  s  fleet,  he  was  hailed  by  the 
watch  as  ne  approached  the  ship,  and  answering  the  hail  with  a  shot 
from  a  musket,  he  dashed  his  boat  against  her  and  exploded  the  tor- 
pedo under  her  bilge.  The  fires  were  extinguished  and  the  boat  was 
nearly  swamped  by  the  concussion  and  the  descending  water,  and 
Lieutenant  Glassell  and  Sullivan,  supposing  her  to  be  lost,  swam  off 
and  were  picked  up  by  the  enemy.  Engineer  Tomb  and  Pilot  Cannon 
succeeded  in  reaching  Charleston  with  the  boat. 

Although  Lieutenant  Glassell  failed  to  accomplish  his  chief  object, 
it  is  believed  that  he  inflicted  serious  injury  upon  the  Iromidm,  while 
his  unsurpassed  daring  must  be  productive  of  an  important  moral 
influence,  as  well  upon  the  enemy  as  upon  our  own  naval  force.    The 


20  SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    8QUADBON. 

annals  of  naval  warfare  record  few  enterprises  which  exhibit  more 
strikingly  than  this  of  Lieutenant  Glasself  the  highest  qualities  of  a 
sea  officer.  Lieutenant  Glassell  and  Assistant  Engineer  Tomb  are 
respectfully  recommended  for  promotion. 


Report  of  General  Beauregard,  C.  B.  Army. 

Charleston,  [S.  C],  October  6,  1863— 7:12 p.  m. 
Last  night  Lieutenant  Glassell,  C.  S.  Navy,  gallantly  attempted  to 
blow  up  the  Ironside*  with  the  .small  cigar  torpedo  Doat  "David." 
Explosion  occurred  at  proper  time,  but  either  charge  was  too  small  or 
torpedo  too  near  surface  water.  Damage  thus  far  not  apparent. 
Lieutenant  Glassell  and  1  man  were  captured;  other  2  returned  safely 
with  boat.     Commotion  on  board  the  Ironside*  reported  very  great. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
General  S.  Cooper. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  General  Beauregard,  C.  B.  Army,  forward- 
ing report  of  the  engineer  who  accompanied  Lieutenant  Glaasell. 

Flagship  Charleston, 
Charleston,  S.  C,  October  6,  1863. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting 
First  Assistant  Engineer  J.  H.  Tomb,  C.  S.  Navy,  who  accompanied 
Lieutenant   Glassell   in   his  expedition  against  the    Ironsides.     The 
report  of  Mr.  Tomb  is  strictly  correct  and  reliable. 
Very  respectfully, "your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 
Flay-  Officer,  Commanding. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Tomb,  C  S.  Navy. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  October  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Monday  evening,  5th  instant, 
Lieutenant  W.  T.  Glassell,  Confederate  Navy,  in  charge  of  the  pro- 
peller ''David"  (a  small  submerged  steamer),  with  the  following 
crew,  viz,  James  H.  Tomb,  acting  first  assistant  engineer;  Walker 
Cannon,  pilot;  James  Sullivan,  second  fireman,  started  from  the  city 
and  proceeded  down  the  main  Ship  Channel,  passing  through  the 
entire  fleet  of  the  enenry's  vessels  and  barges  until  we  arrived  abreast 
of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Ironsides  at  8:30  p.  m.  We  then  stood  on*  and  on 
for  thirty  minutes  waiting  for  the  flood  tide  to  make. 

At  '.*  p.  m.,  everything  being  favorable,  and  every  one  in  favor  of 
the  attack,  we  headed  for  the  Ironsides.  When  within  50  yards  of 
her  we  were  hailed,  which  was  answered  by  a  shot  from  a  double- 
barreled  gun  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Glassell.  In  two  minutes  we 
struck  the  ship  (we  going  at  full  speed)  under  the  starboard  quarter, 
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about  15  feet  from  her  sternpost,  exploding  our  torpedo  about  6£  feet 
under  her  bottom.  The  enemy  fired  rapidlv  with  small  arms,  riddling 
the  vessel,  but  doing  us  no  harm.  The  column  of  water  thrown  up 
was  so  great  that  it  recoiled  upon  our  frail  bark  in  such  force  as  to  put 
the  fires  out  and  lead  us  to  suppose  that  the  little  vessel  would  sink. 
The  engine  was  reversed  for  backing,  but  the  shock  occasioned  by  the 
jar  had  been  so  great  as  to  throw  the  iron  ballast  among  the  machin- 
ery, which  prevented  its  working.  During  this  delay  the  vessel,  owing 
to  the  tide  and  wind,  hung  under  the  quarter  of  the  Ironsides,  the 
tire  upon  us  being  kept  up  the  whole  time.  Finding  ourselves  in  this 
critical  position  and  believing  our  vessel  to  be  in  a  sinking  condition, 
we  concluded  that  the  only  means  of  saving  our  lives  was  to  jump 
overboard,  trusting  that  we  would  be  picked  up  by  the  boats  of  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant  Glassell  and  the  fireman  (James  Sullivan)  swam 
off  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  each  being  provided  with  a 
life  preserver,  and  were  not  seen  afterwards.  The  pilot  stuck  to  the 
vessel,  and  1  being  overboard  at  the  time  and  finding  that  no  quarter 
would  be  shown,  as  we  had  called  out  that  we  surrendered,  I  con- 
cluded it  was  best  to  make  one  more  effort  to  save  the  vessel. 
Accordingly,  1  returned  to  her  and  rebuilt  my  fires;  after  some  little 
delay  got  up  steam  enough  to  move  the  machinery.  The  pilot  then 
took  the  wheel  and  we  steamed  up  channel,  passing  once  more  through 
the  fleet  and  within  3  feet  of  a  monitor,  being  subjected  the  whole 
time  to  one  continuous  fire  of  small  arms,  the  Ironsides  firing  two  XI- 
inch  shot  at  us. 

The  pilot  (Mr.  Cannon)  has  won  for  himself  a  reputation  that  time 
can  not  efface,  and  deserves  well  of  his  country,  as  without  his  valua- 
ble aid  1  could  not  have  reached  the  city. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Glassell  was  as  cool  and  collected  as  if  he 
had  been  on  an  excursion  of  pleasure,  and  the  hope  of  all  is  that  he 
mav  yet  be  in  safety. 

The  fireman  (James  Sullivan)  acted  in  a  manner  that  reflected  credit 
upon  himself,  having  remained  at  his  post  until  relieved  by  me. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Tomb, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  J.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Afloat,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

[EndorHoment.] 

Hdqr8.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  October  7,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  War  Department.  It  is 
probable  the  failure  to  blow  up  the  Ironsides  is  due  to  the  smallness 
of  the  charge  of  the  torpedo  (70  pounds),  considering  the  thickness  of 
the  sides  of  that  vessel,  reported  at  least  5  feet  at  the  depth  where 
struck — that  is,  about  6£  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  sides 
of  this  vessel  are  nearly  vertical  to  below  that  depth. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  Onnmanding. 
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Report  of  Commander  Batch,  II.  S.  Nary,  reaardiva  expedition  in 
Stony)  River  for  tlte  protection  of  a  reconnoitering  force  on  John's 
Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Stono  Tnlet,  South  Carolina,  October  6,  186S. 
Admiral:  By  request  of  General  Gordon,  commanding  south  end 
of  Folly  Islana,  I  proceeded  up  this  river  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
ing a  reconnoitering  force  on  John's  Island.  They  are  now  absent  on 
that  duty,  and  I  shall  await  the  return  of  General  Schimmelfennig, 
expected  every  moment. 

From  our  present  anchorage,  just  above  Legareville,  we  can  detect 
no  great  change  in  the  earthworks,  but  have  observed  men  at  work  on 
them.  It  will  be  too  late  to  get  up  the  river  this  evening,  as  I  intended 
doing. 

As  soon  as  I  can  possibly  do  so  1  will  endeavor  to  procure  the  wood 
required  by  your  order  of  the  2d  instant.  The  wood  will  be  green, 
but  with  a  supply  of  axes,  which  I  have  not  on  board,  but  will  try 
and  borrow,  I  shall  at  the  earliest  moment  procure  the  amount  desig- 
nated by  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Baloii, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdy.  Squadron ,  off  Morris  Island. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Cornwell,  U.  S.  Nary,  command- 
ing U.  S.  S.  Nahant,  regarding  observation*  made  while 'performing 
picket  duty. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Nahant, 
Off  21  orris  Island,  October  6,  1863. 
Sir:  During  the  day  this  vessel  performed  picket  duty.    The  enemy 
were  busy  strengthening  the  works  on  Sullivan's  Island  with  sand  bags. 
At  3  p.  ill.  the  enemy  hied  three  shots  over  us  from  a  long  rifled  gun 
of  small  caliber,  which  was  hauled  to  the  beach  near  the  Moultrie 
House  on  a  field  carriage,  and  afterwards  taken  away.     We  were  dis- 
tant about  2,500  yards  from  the  gun.     At  sunset  a  large  columbiad 
was  hauled  from  near  Fort  Moultrie  toward  Breach  Inlet  battery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.John  .1.  Cornwell, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


RejHu't  of  Com  man dei'  Creighton,  U.  S.  Nary,  requesting  instructions 
regarding  his  duties  in  St.  Catherine1 's  Sound,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Mahaska, 
St.  Catherine's  Sound,  October  0,  1803. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  on  the 
5th  instant     The  Dinxmore  left  in  olwdience  to  the  order  received. 
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* 

I  have  received  a  report  from  Acting  Master  Nicholas  Kirby,  com- 
manding the  bark  Midnight,  statin?  that  when  the  men  whose  terms 
of  service  have  expired  leave  he  will  have  but  20  men  remaining,  none 
that  he  can  make  petty  officers  of.  Nearly  all  his  seamen  and  ordi- 
nary seamen,  with  some  of  his  principal  petty  officers,  are  among 
those  who!*c  terms  of  service  have  expired.  Not  having  received  any 
instructions  relative  to  the  vessels  in  this  station,  or  to  act  in  any  other 
capacity  than  as  commander  of  my  own  vessel,  sent  to  relieve  the 
Dmamore,  I  am  here  without  any  means  of  communicating  with  the 
other  vessels,  save  by  boats  to  Sapelo,  and  that  at  a  distance  of  15  or 
10  miles,  through  an  enemy's  country.  My  supplies  and  all  communi- 
cation I  shall  have  to  obtain  in  this  way,  unless  I  can  have  the  small 
steamer  called  the  Paul  Jones,  Jr.,  now  with  Lieutenant-Commander 
Gibson  at  Doboy. 

If  it  is  your  desire  that  I  perform  the  duties  of  senior  officer,  I 
would  like  to  be  informed,  and  I  will  call  that  small  steamer  spoken 
of  to  my  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creighton, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condi- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  S.  Home,  and  repairs  required. 

No.  184.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  Department's  communication  of  28th 
ultimo,  with  enclosed  printed  letter,*  addressed  to  the  Army  and 
Navy  Journal,  referring  to  the  arrival  here  of  the  steamer  Home,  and 
her  condition. 

I  would  respectfully  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department, 
that  when  the  Home  reached  me,  upon  the  written  report  or  her  com- 
manding officer,  Acting  Master  W.  II.  Garfield,  I  immediately  ordered 
a  survey  upon  the  vessel,  and  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  surveying  officers,  marked  "  Dispatch  No.  184"  ("A").  The  report 
concluded  with  a  recommendation  that  the  Home  be  sent  to  Port  Royal 
for  repairs,  and  I  accordingly  dispatched  her  to  that  point  on  the  2d 
September,  with  instructions  to  report  to  Commander  W.  Reynolds, 
senior  officer  there  present,  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  Fleet  Engineer  Danby 
and  Master  Carpenter  Davies  will  furnish  the  Department  with  the 
progress  of  the  work: 

I?rom  Fleet  Engineer  Danby,  September  26,  1863:  "The  repairs 
on  the  machinery  of  the  U.  S.  Home  were  commenced  on  the  5th 
instant  and  will  be  finished  on  the  1st  day  of  October." 

From  Master  Carpenter  Davies,  September  26,  1863:  "U.  S.  S. 
Home  was  commenced  on  the  18th,  ana  will  probably  be  finished  in 
two  weeks." 

*Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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The  order  for  sarvej  on  the  Worn  ,  torn  fcher  with  dm,  4  the 

i    M  the  board,  was  forwarded  to  toe  Department  on  the  30th 

September  by  the  D.S  S.  .1'  eW»,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuteoani 

West     A  recent  report,  just  received  from  Master  Carpenter  Davie-. 

October  3:  ''The  I*.  S.  8.  Hbmt  was  commenced 

on  the  l.sth  September,  and  will  probably  be  finished  next  week." 

I  hare  not  the  least  idea  of  the  person  who  wrote  the  notice  referred 
to,  and  ii  was  my  intention  to  have  the  Himu  put  i  order  is 

quietli  and  as  quickrj  Bible,  which,  as  the  vessel  mid  been  pur- 

cna^ed.  seemed  to  be  the  Deal  thing  to  1  »**  done 

It  is  impossible  for  mi'  to  stop  the  misehievona  practice  txt  putting 
everything  into  print,  and  the  Departmenl  will  learn  from  the  enclosed 
si  in  now  very  iniuriou&rj  it  operates  here  at  times.  It  would  be  of 
public  service  if  I  could  only  detect  seme  of  these  offenders. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  \  our  obedient  servant, 

JMO.  A.  I>ahij;kk\. 

Bear-Admiral,  Oomdg. 

Hon.  QwBQB    Wki.i.ks. 

wtawyqfthi  Navy,  Washington,  D,  ('. 


[Bnetasom  ] 


Circular. )  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Mand,  September  J.',,  1*68. 

The  following  has  appeared  in  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the.  L9tfa 

tember: 
a  Yankee  letter  from  off  Chariest  Ensign  Benjamin  n.  Porter,  ol  tin 

frotmdt-x,  who  had  I  ■■  a  by  Admiral  Dahlpi  I    unt 

of  the  high  characti  and  his  daring  braver}  and 

-,  performed  a  deal  on  Monday  night  during  the  fmnmiH  nouiUirdmi'nt  thai 

will  insure  him  high  nation  by  cue  admiral.    The  duty  Resigned  to  him  was 

pertain  the  nature  and  character  oi  the  obetrnctioni  acron  the  harbor  of 

Charleston,  between  bumter  nud  >l"tiltn«.-.    tie  bad  been  op  hi  om  of  the  fronataW 

-s.  with  H  pioke  ita  on  i\>  and  was  prevented 

from  shins,  it  by  encountering  the  picket  bans  ol  ti  Me  was 

thus  inve  eight  of  the  ores  of  the 

Waba*hrs  captured  l>oat.    On  Monday  night  he  was  scouting  sroond  Sumter,  when 

the  fnrioi  •  vie  comme  irl  'red  on  I  he  Eorta,  and  I  he 

inn.    But  Enmgn  Porter  saw  that  the  opportunity  for  his  work 

had  arriv.  bfng  of  the  eaonoa  from  Bumter  and  Gran  guided  bhi 

movements,  and  be  was  enabled  to  reach  tl bstnicilona  without  being  observed. 

Be  spent  rally  half  an  hour  on  them,  thoroughly  Investigating  their  construction, 
don  toward  the  fleet  in  time  to  reach  It  bj  daylight     Be  inraoedlatel] 
reported  to  the  admiral,  who  declared  bunsali  highly  gratifled  al  the  information, 
dedai  he  now  !  ired  to  know.    The  information  is,  ol 

course,  kep  ml  will  be  availed  of  by  the  admiral  in  :•  I 

ier  lack  of  events,  it  ii  to  be  inferred  thai  "all  he 
red  to  know"  was,  that  his  monitors  would  l>-  blown  higher  than  a  kit.*  ii 
attempted  to  ran  In 

ll.M-  nn  three  pei  tons,  one  of  them  in  onr  midst,  who  voluntarily 
bestow  information  on  the  enemy  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
which  teaches  bbn  how  to  defeat  ns  in  reaching  Charleston, 

Of  what  consequence  is  it  whether  this  is  done  intentionally  or  not  I 
obaMy  BO  means  npon  which  the  enemy  has  so  relied 
for  information  as  this  insane  propensity  for  making  public  the  most 
valuable  items. 

I  rot    that    it    is  not    in   my  |H>wer  to  treat    this  evil  as  it 

merits— it  is  unfortunately  one  ol'  the  besetting sinfl  of  the  duv  —  but  I 
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call  on  every  true  man  in  this  squadron  to  assist  in  bringing  the 
perpetrators  to  condign  punishment. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  marine  battalion  on  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  October  7,  1863. 
Sir:  Unless  the  services  of  the  marine  battalion,  sent  to  you  agree- 
ably to  the  request  in  your  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  July  last,  are 
absolutely  necessary  on  Morris  Island,  you  will  till  up  the  guards  of 
the  vessels  in  the  squadron  that  have  guards,  and  send  the  remainder 
home. 

The  Department  would  suggest  the  withdrawal  of  the  naval  battery 
from  Morris  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  request 
of  Captain  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  equal  pay  for  those  serving  on 
monitors  and  ironclads. 

No.  185.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  Captain  Rowan  has  handed  me  the  enclosed,  on  the  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Ironsides,  which  so  fully  sets  forth  their  case,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  rests,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do 
more  than  to  bear  witness  that  the  men  of  the  Ironsides  have  always 
participated  largely  in  the  several  actions  that  have  occurred  with  the 
batteries,  and  have  always  handled  their  guns  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X*A.  Dahloren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Na/vy,   Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclcmire.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Island,  Octobers,  1863. 
Sir :  The  circular  order  you  sent  me  to  be  read  to  the  crew  of  this 
ship  contained  an  extract  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  directing  one-fourth  additional  pay  to  be  given  to  the  crews  of 
the  monitors. 

As  this  order  applied  to  monitors,  I  did  not  read  it  to  the  crew  of 
this  ship,  knowing  that  it  would  produce  a  bad  e fleet.  Since  then 
the  petty  officers  came  in  a  body  to  the  mast  to  ask  if  this  ship's  crew 
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could  not  bo  pot  <»n  :i  footing  with  tin-  monitor  I  told 

thnn  1  would  refer  the  matter  to  you  for  your  favorable  considers 

'ihf  eren  of  this  ship  suffer  discomforts  not  knows  t<>  onr  *  >  I  *  i  stj  le 
irooden  ships.  Tin-  berth  deck  is  dark  and  boo  hoi  to  be  occupied, 
tin-  thermometer  ranging  from  BO  to  108  during  the  warm  weather. 
The  gun  deck  Is  lumbered  bj  the  gun  slides,  leaving  little  i 
exercise,  and  i-  always  wel  in  Btormj  weather.  The  roar  deck  in  dry 
weather  affords  the  eren  breathing  room,  but  iu  rainy  weather  the 
ship  i-^  scarcely  more  comfortable  than  a  monitor. 

In  view  of  these  con  [derations.  I  am  of  the  opinion  thai  it  would 
lw*  judicious,  in  coii.-iiliT.it ion  ol  the  good  reeling  it  would  produce,  to 
remove  tin-  invidious  distinction  between  the  pay  of  monitors  and 
ironclads.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  landsmen  who  ship  for  one  year 
ought  not  to  be  Included  in  this  bounty,  beeanae  their  term  of  service 
expires  about  the  time  tbei  have  learned  to  be  useful. 

61  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
8.  O.  Rowan, 
Oaptab  landing. 

Rear-Admiral  Jjio.  A.  Dabiobsn, 
Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8ouad$ 


.  tht    Saoretarp  qfth*     \  Rear-Admiral  D 

•.  .Y'trt/.  Quattionina  flu    feasibility  of  an  adva-i 


"■'/•  gv&tiontng 


N.wi   Departkknt,  "... 

(Per  the  Mauaehusette.) 
Bib:  four  diapatchea,  numbered   L69,  172,  L75,  and  177,  bav< 
received. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  touching  an  advance  into  the  harbor 

of  Charleston,  encountering  the  various  obstructions,  and  your  wish 

to  have  five  more  monitors,  the  Department   makes  the  following 

observati* 

The  impossibility  of  getting  the  vessels  which  are  in  thecour  i  oJ 

iriKtion  completed  within  the  time  specified  and  contracted  lor, 

continues  to  gives  us  great  embarrassmeot     We  ought  to  be  able  to 

count.  \\  itfa  certainty  on  the  completion  of  the  I  kumdaga,  with  twotur 

rets,  and  tli.-  h  and  ( ranonicvtt  with  single  turrets,  in  one  month 

1 1  bis  date,  hut  from  information  received  wit  bin  the  last  forty-eight 

hours,  1  do  aot  think  we  can  rely  upon  them  under  about  two  montna 

When  finished  they  will,  with  thi  mum,  now  at  Newport  News, 

Im-  placed  at  your  disposal,  unless  some  unanticipated  change  in  the 

condition  of  affairs  should  intervene,  such  as  an  interruption  of  our 

lign  relations,  an  nnexpeeted  di-moiist  ration  in  tin-  vicinity  of  James 

.  or  Borne  similar  occurrence. 
Of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  obstructions  in  the  harboi  of 
Chariest. hi,  tin-  Department  Knows  nothing.    It  is  therefore  wbollj 
unprepared  to  form  any  correct  opinion  as  to  the  proprieh  of  risking 
the  monitor  class  of  \ easels  among  them.     If  any  tborougi  n  o< mo 
senee  baa  ever  been  made  of  the  harbor  by  your  pre*  I  or  your- 

self, whereby  accurate  or  reliable  knowledge  of  the  obstructions  has 
been  ascertained,  the  facta  have  never  been  communicated  in  the 
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Department.     It  is  therefore  in  no  condition  to  give  advice,  much  less 
instructions,  in  so  important  a  matter. 

The  brilliant  operations  of  General  Gillmore  upon  Morris  Island, 
rendered  easy  of  success  by  the  faithful  cooperation  of  the  Navy,  have 
secured  us  a  position  whicn  enables  \tou  to  close  effectually  the  port  of 
Charleston.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  General  Gillmore's  guns  on 
Cumming's  Point  will  render  the  city  untenable,  while  his  own  posi- 
tion, protected  by  the  Navy,  may  be  considered  impregnable. 

These  great  results  attained,  it  is  merely  a  point  of  honor  whether 
you  shall  go  in  and  take  a  position  with  your  vessels  in  front  of  the 
city,  with  no  cooperating  army  force  to  assist  or  sustain  you.  However 
desirable  it  may  seem,  under  the  present  excited  expectations  of  our 
loyal  countrymen,  that  such  an  attempt  should  be  made,  there  are 
important  considerations  that  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  deciding  this 
question.  The  Department  is  disinclined  to  have  its  only  ironclad 
squadron  incur  extreme  risks  when  the  substantial  advantages  have 
already  been  gained.  Other  operations  of  great  importance  on  our 
Southern  coast  are  pending,  and  in  case  of  a  foreign  war,  which  has 
sometimes  seemed  imminent,  these  vessels  will  be  indispensable  for 
immediate  use. 

Previous  to  his  departure  to  assume  his  present  command  General 
Gillmore  stated  that,  once  in  possession  of  Cumming's  Point,  he  could 
thence  reduce  Forts  Moultrie  and  Johnson.  This  opinion  probably 
has  undergone  no  change  by  what  has  since  occurred.  You,  doubt- 
less, freely  and  frequently  consult  with  that  officer  and  interchange 
views  and  opinions.  In  any  and  every  movement  requiring  naval  and 
military  cooperation  there  should  be,  and  I  presume  there  is,  frank 
and  full  discussion  and  mutual  and  satisfactory  understanding.  The 
result  of  such  consultation  may  be  a  gradual  advance  in  reducing  the 
defenses  and  removing  the  obstructions  of  the  port. 

The  Department  will  l>e  glad  to  hear  from  you  the  results  of  the 
consultations  and  the  views  and  conclusions  of  the  commanders  so  far 
as  it  may  be  advisable  to  impart  them.  It  would  be  satisfactory  to 
be  informed  of  General  Gillmore's  views,  as  well  as  your  own,  as  the 
movements  progress  in  regard  to  further  operations. 

On  the  united  and  combined  wisdom  ana  action  of  the  two  officers 
in  command  the  result  mainly  depends.  That  there  is  perfect  accord 
between  you  I  do  not  permit  myself  to  doubt.  The  position  of  each 
is  one  of  great  responsibility,  requiring  persistency  and  decision  as 
well  as  energy  and  courage.  While  there  is  an  intense  feeling  per- 
vading the  country  in  regard  to  the  fate  of  Charleston,  in  which  all  our 
loyal  countrymen  participate,  the  public  impatience  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  hasten  your  movements  into  immature  and  inconsiderate 
action  against  your  own  deliberate  convictions  nor  impel  you  to 
hazards  that  may  jeopard  the  best  interest  of  the  country  without 
adequate  results.  With  confidence  in  your  judgment,  firmness,  and 
discretion,  as  well  as  in  your  skill  and  bravery,  the  Department  will 
continue  to  watch  your  proceedings,  hastening  as  rapidly  as  possible 
the  completion  of  the  ironclads,  and  in  other  respects  furnishing  you 
such  assistance  as  it  can  render. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Rear- Admiral  J  no.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  ojf'  LVairltxton. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- CnmrnandiT  Cilley,    U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
XT.  S.  S.  Catskill,  regarding  reservations  made  while  on pioket  duty. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
picket  duty : 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant  anchored  on  the  advanced  line 
and  observed  a  small  steamer  plying  inside  the  line  of  Battery  Bee  and 
Fort  Sumter,  making  auite  long  stops  about  midway  of  the  buoy 
obstructions.  The  Weenawken  steamed  up  to  off  our  starboard  bow 
and  fired  twice  toward  the  steamer.  About  9:40  p.  m.  observed  some- 
thing low  in  the  water  coming  toward  us  on  our  starboard  quarter 
from  seaward.  Hailed  and,  receiving  no  reply,  fired  at  it.  It  sneered 
off  and  shortly  after  approached  us  on  the  port  quarter;  hailed  and 
fired  again  at  it  and  turned  the  guns  of  turret  toward  it.  It  kept  off 
and  1  sent  the  picket  boat  to  watch  its  movements.  The  boat  returned 
shortly  and  the  officer  reported  it  a  torpedo  steamer  moving  toward 
the  Ironsides.  I  immediately  made  signal  597  and  dispatched  the 
picket  boat  to  notify  the  ironclads.  About  half  an  hour  afterwards 
observed  firing  of  musketry  in  the  direction  of  the  ironclads. 

At  quarter  past  11  observed  what  seemed  to  be  the  same  low  object 
moving  close  to  the  shore  from  Moultrie  House  to  off  Fort  Moultrie, 
when  it  disappeared  in  the  obscurity. 

During  the  mid  watch,  about  2,  saw  musketry  firing  in  the  direction 
of  the  Ironsides,  after  which  all  was  quiet. 

Yesterday  observed  gangs  of  negroes  at  work  upon  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island.     Last  night  everything  quiet  off  Morris  Island. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Greenleaf  Cilley, 

L  ieuten  an  t-  Com  m  an  der. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  state  that  Fort  Sumter  fired  a  sundown  gun, 
loaded  with  canister  or  grape,  from  the  north  face. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  picked  up  a  barrel  buoy,  which  had 
been,  apparently,  one  of  the  buoys  to  the  outer  obstructions. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Greenleaf  Cilley, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Nary,  urging  measures  for 
the  prevention  of  the  torpedo  work  of  the  enemy. 

No.  188.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  you  will  perceive  that  there  are  indications 
that  the  enemy  is  pursuing  the  torpedo  business.  I  would  therefore 
urge  the  adoption  of  some  measures  tending  to  prevention;  among 
them  is  very  much  needed — 

1.  A  number  of  the  fastest  pulling  boats,  of  light  build. 

2.  Several  fast  tugs  like  the  fiisci/. 
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3.  A  number  of  torpedo  vessels,  like  those  described  in  my  dispatch. 
These  can  not  be  supplied  too  promptly,  or  we  shall  sustain  some 
loss. 

I  would  also  recommend  a  class  of  small  steamers,  like  the  prizes 
Diamond  and  Jupiter. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  [Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Mortar  Schooner  Racer, 

Off  Charleston,  October  8,  1863. 
Sir:  Last  evening  at  6  o'clock  I  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  D.  B. 
Corey,  acting  master's  mate  on  picket  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Sumter.  Mr.  Corey  reports  that  he  saw  nothing  until  about  9:30, 
when  he  heard  one  of  the  monitors  firing  musketry.  Pulled  up  to 
her,  and  was  told  there  was  some  kind  of  a  craft  going  toward  the 
fleet;  pulled  after  her,  and  saw  what  appeared  to  be  a  large  boat,  but 
could  not  see  any  oars.  Pulled  back  to  the  Catshill  and  reported  it, 
when  he  was  oraered  down  to  the  Ironsides;  reported  to  her,  and  was 
ordered  to  pull  out  on  the  bar  in  about  2  fathoms,  and  lay  around 
there,  which  he  did  until  4  o'clock  this  morning,  when  he  returned  on 
board,  it  being  then  quite  light. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alvin  Phinney, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  Stephen  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Phinney,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
mortar  schooner  Racer,  regarding  observations  made  while  on  j?icket 
duty. 

U.  S.  Mortar  Schooner  Racer, 

Off  Charleston,  October  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Last  evening  at  7  o'clock  I  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master's  Mate  D.  B.  Corey  on  picket.  Mr.  Corey  reports  that  he  saw 
nothing  until  about  11,  when  he  saw  something  which  appeared  to  be 
about  10  feet  long  above  water,  going  very  fast.  It  appeared  to 
extend  some  ways  under  water  by  the  ripple  it  made  both  ahead  and 
astern.  It  soon  passed  out  of  sight,  ana  ne  saw  nothing  more.  He 
returned  on  board  at  4: 15  this  a.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alvin  Phinney, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Dean,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Dan  Smith,  regarding  the  firing  of  that  vessel  upon  Con- 
federate torpedo  boat. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Dan  Smith, 
Off  Morris  Island,  Charleston,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  following 
statement: 

At  10:15  p.  m.  of  the  9th  instant  the  sentry  discovered  the  torpedo 
boat.  When  about  80  yards  distant,  the  hail  not  being  answered,  I 
ordered  the  men  to  fire.  I  immediately  called  all  hands  to  quarters. 
They  appeared  to  be  trying  to  cross  my  vessel's  bow,  but,  being  fired 
on,  they  backed  off  and  headed  to  the  southward  until  after  passing 
my  vessel.  The  boat  moves  rapidly  and  with  very  little  noise.  I  dis- 
charged about  sixty  rounds  of  musketry  at  them  as  they  passed  my 
vessel,  with  what  effect  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Sir,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  C.  Dean, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  liberal 
remuneration  for  the  divers  called  to  examine  the  obstructions  in 
Charleston  Harbor. 

No.  187.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  When  the  divers  had  progressed  somewhat  in  cleansing  the 
bottoms  of  the  monitors,  it  became  of  importance  to  ascertain  the 
nature  of  the  obstructions  in  the  harbor,  ana  I  asked  them  to  come  up 
from  Port  Royal  to  make  some  examination  of  them. 

On  the  different  occasions  when  1  approached  the  locality  of  these 
obstructions  it  was  impossible  to  use  the  divers,  because  we  were 
engaged  in  a  severe  action  with  the  forts  the  whole  time,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  manipulate  their  apparatus.  So  1  have  been  obliged  to 
forego  the  idea  of  making  use  of  them,  at  least  for  the  present,  and 
have  returned  them  to  the  work  of  cleaning  the  monitors'  bottoms. 
Of  course  there  should  be  some  remuneration  to  them  for  time  lost 
in  awaiting  the  .opportunity  for  examining  the  obstructions.  I  have 
asked  them  to  suggest  a  sum  and  they  name  $4,200,  which  is  much 
less  than  would  have  been  allowed  them  if  they  could  not  have  worked 
on  the  monitors.  If  the  Department  thinks  the  sum  too  great,  $500 
might  be  taken  off;  but  this  is  a  peculiar  pursuit,  which  it  may  be 
difficult  to  obtain  the  use  of  and  may  be  very  valuable  to  the  Govern- 
ment; for  instance,  after  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  under  the  Iron- 
sides it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  know  exactly  the  nature  of 
the  injury  externally,  and  this  was  obtained  at  once  through  the 
agency  of  the  divers;  so  that  I  should  be  inclined  to  deal  very  liber- 
ally with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

' ,]'.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral,  County.  South  Atlantic  Iilovkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the,  condi- 
tion and  movements  of  various  vessel*  of  his  command. 

No.  189.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  hland,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Fahkee  and  Admiral  Du  Pont  have  both  arrived.  The 
former  has  been  discharged  and  will  tow  the  Madgie  to  Hampton  Roads, 
because  it  is  represented  that  her  bottom  is  in  such  condition  as  to 
render  it  advisable  that  some  vessel  should  be  with  her. 

Mr.  Griffin  arrived  verv  opportunely,  for  it  seemed  questionable 
whether  the  Passaic  could  be  refitted  here.  When  I  learned  from 
him  that  he  had  a  fuller  knowledge  of  some  peculiarities  of  the 
vessel  that  might  cause  the  difficulties,  I  requested  him  to  examine 
her,  and  on  my  late  visit  was  much  gratified  to  hear  that,  under  his 
directions,  there  was  every  probability  of  restoring  the  Passaic  to 
good  working  order. 

The  Montauk  and  Patapsco  are  also  in  the  hands  of  the  mechanics. 
The  Lehigh  and  Nahant  will  follow.  The  Weehawken  has  lately 
returned,  naving  been  absent  twenty  davs  under  repair.  I  have  at 
last  managed  to  get  rid  of  some  of  tne  chartered  steamers,  the 
Curlew  being  on  her  way  to  New  York;  the  others  will  follow. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state,  however,  that  they  will  be  much  missed, 
their  service  being  constantly  in  requisition  in  consequence  of  the 
number  of  vessels  under  repair,  there  being  now  at  Port  Royal  the 
Huron,  Chippewa,  Memphis,  South  Carolina,  Flag,  Fernandina  (split 
her  hawse  pipe  on  the  way  to  relieve  the  Brazilieray  which  needs 
repair).  Sent  home,  Conemaugh,  Lodona,  Madgie,  Wamsutta;  in  all, 
ten  vessels:  which,  with  the  disability  of  some  of  the  tugs,  embarrasses 
me  exceedingly. 

The  Sonoma  has  just  made  her  number,  which  will  be  a  great  relief, 
for  the  Paul  Jones,  being  about  to  leave  to  supply  a  vacancy  at  Mur- 
rell's  Inlet,  was  the  last  efficient  gunboat  on  nand  here.  The  outer 
blockading  force  of  this  port  is  now  reduced  to  the  Wabaxh,  Canan- 
daigua,  Housatonic,  Blunt,  and  Hope,  and  two  little  schooners;  absent, 
the  Powhatan  and  several  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  leave  of 
absence  on  account  of  disability. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  induced  by  the  prospect  of  severe  discomfort  to  ask  leave 
to  be  absent  from  my  post  for  about  a  week,  which  will  probably 
enable  me  to  obtain  relief  at  the  North. 

No  delay  can  arise  to  the  operations  here  from  this,  as  I  have  just 
returned  from  Port  Royal,  wnere  1  went  to  ascertain  the  probable 
completion  of   the  monitors,  and  whether  some  defense   fo-  them 
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against  torpedoes  could  not  be  devised.  I  was  informed  by  the  super- 
intendent that  the  three  now  there  could  not  be  finished  in  less  than 
three  weeks  from  the  coming  Sunday  (October  11),  and  as  the  Nahant 
and  Lehigh  must  be  repaired  afterwards,  there  is  no  doubt  that  I 
should  return  here  some  time  before  the  monitors  will  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  operate.  Under  any  circumstances,  nothing  but  absolute 
necessity  would  induce  me  to  prefer  this  request.  During  my  absence 
Captain  Rowan  would  be  in  charge,  which,  I  presume,  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Department  in  the  event  of  anv  casualty  to  myself. 

I  nave  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgeen. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Green, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation  to  be  afforded  in  an  army  recon- 
naissance on  Long  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Flag-Steameb  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  11,  1863. 
Sir:  Colonel  Davis  has  a  reconnoissance  to  make  on  Long  Island, 
[S.  C],  to-night,  and  the  Sonoma  is  appointed  to  land  him. 

In  so  doing  the  Sonoma  must  not  be  risked  under  the  battery  of 

the  enemy  nor  in  the  shoal  water  near  it.     A  suitable  pilot  must 

be  sent,  and  the  vessels  near  the  locality  should  indicate  the  best 

approaches  and  places  for  landing. 

If  Colonel  Davis  desires  a  launch  and  howitzer  you  will  supply  him. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  Present,  off  Charleston  Bar. 


Report  of  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  A.  Houghton  at  Port  Itoyal,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  October  12,  1863. 
Sib:  The  bark  A.  Houghton,  a  small  vessel,  arrived  on  the  10th 
instant,  having  been  sent  out  by  the  Department  for  use  as  a  storeship. 
J  have  for  the  present  quartered  the  crew  of  the  Passaic  on  board 
of  her  while  that  vessel  is  repairing. 

Very  respectful  I}',  your  obedient  servant. 

YVm.  Reynolds, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squat  Iron  % 
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,-//  of  th,  Navy  to  i 
ford)  r.  s.  .v  C  S.  &  Nipei  thi  trial 

trlj>  of  that  vessel. 

Na\i    Dkiwktmknt.  October  /:.',  18$ 
Sir:  After  receiving  on  hoard  the  •ntractor's  engineer 

and  the  superintending  engineer,  proceed  with  that  vessel  on  a  trial 
trip  of  three  days  at  sea.  At  the  end  of  that  time  yon  will  enter  Boston 
to  lead  the  engineers  mentioned  and  report  the  result  of  the  trip,  and 
if  all  is  satisfactory  proceed  thence  to  Charleston  uid  report  i<>  m 
Admiral  Dahl</ren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Bloekading  Squadron. 
t fully,  etc., 

GlDEOH    WkI.lks. 

■ri/  of  th*  y<iry. 

Heutenant-Commapder  J,  SI.  Bkadfokd, 

.  S.  S.  //. 


Orthr  of  Ho  '       $,  A"-./,  to  /.<■  "tenant- Com - 

,„.  d  of  the 

r. 

I     8.  Flagship  Philadelphia. 

.   Bar,  October  IB,  1863. 
Sin:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the   11  n  and  will  pro- 

ceed to  J'"it  Royal  and  report  to  Commander  W.  Beynolds.  senior 
:ii  offloer  there,  for  i h«*  temporary  command  of  the  0   B,  &,  Flag. 
li"ped  that  this  change  will  prove  beneBcial  to  you,  and  .super- 
sede the  necessity  of  a  medical  stu 
Very  respect  f  till  \ 

J.  a.  Dahlobi 
Boar-Admit  3ovtA  Atlantic  Blookdg.  Squaaron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  II.  Eastman, 

V.  8.   I  II"  hatd 


A'-  j  unUr  Ii,t/h<>l<l.--.    f  .   S.    \'ir:/. 

of  the  "block 

V .  s.  Sim-  Vermont, 
Port.  Royal  Harbor,  8.  GL,  October  li.  1863. 

SlH:  The  capture  of  a  third  steamer  attempting  to  run  the  blockade 
to  the  southward  of  this  place  indicates  more  urgently  the  necessity  of 
having  efficient  vessels  to  maintain  it. 

The  numerous  inlets  of  the  coast  of  Georgia  are  easily  entered,  and 
now  thai  the  attention  of  blockade  runners  is  directed  to  this  quarter, 
the  two  sailing  barks  at  Sapelo  and  St.  Andrt  ttued  on 

to  intercept  them. 

The  //•'/•  and  Norwich, at  St  John's  River, and  the  /'  here- 

tofore at  Feruandina,  are  represented  as  being  so  greatly  in  need  of 
repairs  as  to  require  them  to  be  replaced  bj  other  steamers,  which 
ild  be  of  a  better  class  of  vessels. 

Should  the  i  torpedo  boats  against  the  blockade™  to  the 

southward  (and  they  may  att<  .  the  sailing  harks  could  not  even 

get  out  of  the  way  of  -"*'n  assailants. 

N    W    K— VOL    15 8 
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The  /iV  'i  St  Helena  Sound,  should  also  be  replaced  by  a 

steamer,  in  view  of  this  new  condition  of  affairs. 
respectfully   pour  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  Kkynolds, 

'([freer  IVesertt. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgiubh. 

Atlantic  Blacka*  madron. 


Report  of  Actinq  Matter   /  \.'.  v.  reooa  vf 

T.  S.  S.  Faiikkk, 
Hampton  Road*,  Vl/ylniu^  o<(>J>>r  i ;.  my;,  a 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  t<>  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the 
loss  of  the  I  .  8-  -s.  .I/-"/'/''-,  lately  under  mv  command,  and  eneloae 
herewith  certified  copies  of  previous  reports  '  made  to  Bear-Admiral 
Duhlgren  concerning  her,  viz..  reports  August  1.  September  15,  and 
October  6. 

On  the  Kith  instant  I  received  orders  from  Bear  Admiral  DahlgTen 
to  proceed  north  in  tow  of  the  v.  >.  s.  /•;>/,£.,,  and  at  ;>  p,  m  left 
Charleston  Bar  with  moderati  from  northeast  and  fine  weather, 

ship  leaking  at  the  time  about  6  inches  per  hour.  At  4  a.  m.  on  the 
I  ltn  wind  increased,  with  r  heavy  sea.  ship  pitching  heavily  and  the  leak 
increasing  at  9  :t.  m.  Heavy  head  sea  during  the  day,  hut  by  keeping 
the  engine  and  deck  pumps  constantly  going  could  keep  the  ship  tree. 
At  9  p.  m.  I  saw  a  piece  of  her  sheathing  come  up  alongside,  and  the 

water  at  once  commenced  gaining 00  the  pumps.  Thinking  the  sheath- 
ing came  from  a  hole  iu  her  hows  (see  copy  of  report).!  1  immediately 
Lightened  the  ship  forward  by  bringing  the  chain  cables  aft  ou  the 
-pur  deck.    The  water  still  h  ■  and  saining  on  the  pumps.    At 

•>  p.  m..  after  consulting  with  the  otffi  era,  I  concluded  to  abandon  the 
ship,  a-,  we  oould  not  beep  her  free    Oommunieated  with  the 
and  >ent  the  paymaster  with  bis  books,  papers,  and  funds  on  l>oard. 

\  t  6:80  water  was  over  the  berth  decKj  pumps  still  going.  At  6:40 
engine  pumps  reported  choked;  ordered  awav  all  boats  bo  save  the 
effects  of  officers  and  orew,  At  fc40  ordered  the  men  to  leave  the 
pumps,  i<  being  useless  to  try  to  keep  the  vessel  free  with  deck  pomps 

alone,  the  Water  being  then  over  toe  tire-room  Jloor.  At  7  p.  in.  I 
left  the  ship  with  the  la-l  t.<>;il  and  mustered  the  .JA/'A/'V*  crew  on 
lioard  the  l-\i!<!,,t . 

At  8:45,  tin-  M'i, /,/i.  having  entirely  filled,  rolled  heavily  to  star- 
board and  sank  in  Ih  fathoms  of  water,  the   Frying  I'an  Shoals  lijyht- 
pasfl  N.  W.,  !-  miles  distant.     The  F<thk>.  laid  by 

her  till  the  l  catting  the  towing  hawser  when  the  Madgis  die 

■  •ared  beneath  the  water.    I  peak  m  boo  high  praise  of  the 

othcers  and  crew.  Although  yqt\  dark,  every  one  obeyed  orders  to 
the  last,  and  the  men  ne  the  pumps  until  ordered  to  do  so  by 

rui        Bul  >f  the  officers  an«l  men  saved  anything  except  the 

hing  they  had  on.    Of  the  effects  of  tin   ghjp,  I  saved  only  the 

chronometer  and  three  boats. 

•Hot  neeeasarv  to  poblilh. 

i  .  S.  Navy,  Commanding  0.8.8.  F(ihkec,eee 
Series  I,  volume  f>,  i 
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Acting  F.nsign  \\V  Banding  :  his  officer  and  crew, 

tC6  in  their  power,  and  ha\  r-  .ion.'  everything 

to  make  myself.  1 1 1  v  officers  and  crew  comfortable  on  tli.'ir  passage  to 

this  place. 

A \v;iitiri'jr  orders  of  the  I  )e  part  men  t.  1  have  the  honor  to  lie.  sir.  very 
respect  fully.       >     oh   111       servant, 

Woodbury  II.  Pollrtb, 
Acting  Master,  I     S,    v...-.,..  ,,V/.  /'.  .v.  &,  Midgia. 

Hon.  UlDBUN    ^ 

•  rtUirtj  <>/  tl: ■  .\ ''/'//.   Washington)  ./>.  < ' 


Order  of  Bear*-Admiral  DaAlfren,  U.  8.  Afcey.  to  Commander  uE 

U.  8,  \  th.  coxyo  »/£}<• 

eekom 

1    I.AC.SHIP    PHII.AItKM'HU, 

Of  Morris  Island,  October  '(>.  IMS. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  .Acting  Master  lom- 
iding  W.  T.  Gillespie,  of  hark  BraeUitro\  informing  me  of  the 
capture  by  (he  guard  boat  of  that  vessel  of  tin-  schooner  Mowyaaft 
cargo,  from  Nassau,  New  Pros  •  if  It  m  e.  un  the  evening  of  the  13th 
October,  off  the  mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek,  while  endeavoring  to  run  the 
blockade.     The  papers  and  writing-  found  on  board  have  also  been 

transmitted  to  me. 

4ain  Gillespie  represents  the  Bohooner  to  he  almost  worthless, 
and  unsafe,  when  raised,  to  send  to  Tort  Koyal.  Von  v\ill  therefore 
be  pleased  to  send  her  cargo  to  Washington  for  adjudication  Wythe 
first  favorable  opportunity  that  may  be  afforded,  together  with  the 
captain  and  crew,  for  such  disposition  as  the  Department  mag  direct. 
commanding  officer  of  the  old  furnish  tin-district 

judge  of  the  Distnol  of  ( Solombia  with  a  report  of  the  circumstances 

attendin  tin-  Miry. 

The   Impounder  howitzer  asked  for  by  Captain  Gillespie  will  be 
ibed  ■•'(  the  eai  liest  time  possible. 
Yen-  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Daiilgrkn, 

■'■■d'j.  Squad i  < 

Commander  Wm.  KrTNOLDS, 

.it.  Port  "Rayah 


tl>r  ('.  8.  hart  BnaiUera,  Acting  Muter  Qffleq 

U.  S.  A  "/• 

At  'p.  m.  a  small  schooner  seen  standing  in 
toward  St.  .Simon's.  At  6: 15  the  guard  boat  left  the  ship.  AtS:4."» 
guard  boat  burned  a  Coston  light  No.  1.  and  at  S\  60  burned  another. 
No.  1.    Sent  the  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Bennett  to  learn  tl  and 

ren<  taoce.     AtlOMr  Bennett  returned  and  reported  the  uaptore 

of   the   prize  schooner    Mary,  of  Nassau,  Captain   Ifallicr,  with  an 
assorted  cargo. 
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Report  of  ZAoutenant-Cbmmander  t'illey.  U.  S> 
U.  I'uui  ofa  made  t/v 

V.  8.  Ieonolau  I  u*kii  i,. 
OfMbrru  bland,  OotoUr  /.;,  /• 

8jb:  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  picket  report: 
Took  our  station  on  the  iidvance  picket  on  toe  I  ■■veiling  of  the  11th 
instant;  observed  the  steamer  during  the  night  making  hei  usual  trip 
from  Sumter  to  Sullivan's  Island  and  back.  Between  9  ind  •'!  ii  in 
the  12th,  dispabhed  two  rafts,  with  an  Xl-ineh  shell  on  eaeh.  up  the 
harbor.  Owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  gunners  mate  to  remo\e  the 
safety  plug  from  the  fuze,  they  did  not  explode,  though  we  perceived 
one  flash  and  bum  between  Sumter  and  .Johnson.  Al)out  meridian 
yesterday  saw  three  ladiei  and  levera]  officen  os  the  walls  <>f  Sumter. 
Its  sunset  gon  was  fired  b  the  directioa  of  Charleston.  A  gun  was 
tired  three  times  from  Charleston,  sear  the  yard  where  i  rami  ram  is 

building,  and  the  shot  struek  between  Sumter  and  Battery  Be* 
range  of  about  3|  miles.  Prom  the  volume  of  smoke  following  BBofa 
discharge,  1  should  judge  that  the  piece  Was  B  very  heavy  one,  and 
loaded  with  a  large  charge  of  powder.  As  soon  as  darkness  arrived  I 
dispatched  another  raft  with  an  Xl-inch  shell  on  it.  and  it  exploded 
between  Sumter  and  I'inekney.  nearer  to  I'inekney.  Last  night 
observed  nothing  of  [mportBO 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

I.KV, 

ttenant-  ■ 
Rear- Admiral  J,  A.  Daiii.okek, 

Commanding  South  AUohho  Blockading  Sqwuk 


L<'  ■'  /.'■■■     Y'tn/  to  Bear-Admmd  DahUn 

/'.  <S.  Nun/,  ■>'/  eonun  y 'army  transport  steamer* 

with  Woekadiiuj  tquadri 

Navy  Df.iwutmknt.  "<-t"t»r  lb  1863. 
Sra:  On  the  receipt  of  your  No.  103  the  Department  wrote  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  suggesting  that  the  AragouaA  Fvlton  be  ordered 
to  toueh  at  the  outer  hloekading  vessels  in  going  to  and  coming  from 
Port  Royal,  and  deliver  and  receive  a  mail,  and  he  informs  me.  in 
reply,  that  he  has  given  directions  to  the  quartermaster  at  New  York 
to  instruct  those  vessels  accordingly. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gidkmn  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Hear- Admiral  .Iso.  A.  Dahlgrf.n. 

South  Atlantic  Blookading  Sguadron^  <•//'  (  Tutrb  don. 


Order  <>f  the  So  qf  the  ffaoy  >■  Idmiral  Da/dan  >■.  U>  S. 

N  •/  ironclads. 

\wi    Ok.partmknt.  October  U,  1868. 
Sik:  Very  young  lieutenant-commanders  appear  in  some  Instances 
in  command  of  the  monitor  vessels. 
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Tin-  Deportment  desires  to  be  informed  if  these  commands  bare 
ii  offered  to  older  officers  and  declined;  nod.  if  so.  you  will  report 
the  names  of  such  officers  end  the  reasons  of  their  declining  such 
command - 

espeotfnUy, 

GfDBOM  Wki.i.K". 

''.'/  '?/"  ^"    •*'' 

1    a.  Dabxoi 

'.•  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  &  f.'. 


RtpOfi  of  1  nandar  Simpson,  I  .  ft    AGns/,  cnummd- 

UHi    I       ft    ft    /'/-s>  '/  /i/.s-  ,.,  ,  <mt  iJwtsrtXlt  ruit- 

U.  S.  IBOAGLAD  Steamer  Passaic. 
/'....'  //..»/<"'  Harbor,  October  AJ,  1863. 
Bib:  Conformably  to  a  call  from  the  Nary  Department,  I  hare  made 
a  report  i<>  tbe  commander  in  chief  <»f  this  station  of  the  actions  in 
which  this  vessel  has  been  engaged,  hut  u  the  letter  from  the  Depart- 
ment implies  u  desire  For  such  experience  as  the  oommaaders  of  the 
niav  hare  acquired,  1   reepectfullj   submit  the  following 

I   ks: 
Daikt, — In  order  to  prerent  dampness  on  the  lower  deck  of  an  iron- 
I  monitor,  it  should  be  covered  with  two  or  three  ooatsof  paint, 
with  shellac  over  all.    All  the  washing  thai  is  then  re 
wiping  up  with  a  wet  cloth  or  swab.     The  wood  does  not  absorb  the 
water,  and  the  consequence  is  s  dry  atmosphere. 

The  spardecksof  these  vessels,  as  ;ii  present  constructed,  an 
sufficiently  protected  to  resist  such  projectile  b  as  arc  now  in  use.    The 

6  inches  of  wrxnl  are  sufficient  backing,  but  the  two  half-inch  platen  of 

iron  are  unequal  to  perform  the  Mink  required  of  them.    In  this  vca- 
there  have  been  seven  holes  made  through  the  deck,  the  shot  driv- 
ing the  iron  and  wood  on  the  berth  deck.     The  holes  made  - 
berr  1  Mich  a  leak  when  the  deck  was  awash  as  to  dop 

the  crew  of  B  large  portion  of  their  accommodation,  which,  at  beet,  IS 
too  contracted.    Twoofthe  ■  re  caused  by  shot  which  struck  the 

base  ring  of  the  turret,  near  the  bottom:  one  of  them  just  cleared  the 
on  pipe  of  a  blower  engine,  which,  it  disabled,  would  have  been  a 
t_-v.  as  the  blowers  are  literally  the  life  of  the  ship.     One 
i  over  the  awning  ro  ed  the  witting  of  all  awnings,  ham- 

and   another  over  the  bread   room   injured   a  quantity  of 

bread  before  it  ron Id  be  removed  to  another  place.     It  is  impossible 

to  plug  these  holes  bobs  to  -ton  all  the  leak;  in  this  vessel  thej  have  been 

rammed  full  of  oakum,  with  heavy  bag-  of  sand  on  top,  while  below, 

chipping  off  the  splinters  i<>  obtain  s  smooth  surface,  sheet  lead 

been  nailed  up  under  the  hole,  but  all  without  being  able  toatou 

the  How  of  much  wai  surface  of  the  iron  on  deck  is  very  rough 

and  jagged,  and  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  w:i\  of  repair  until  time  is 

•  II  all  the    njured  part  and  to  replace  it  with  a  new  plate. 

■■  ommend  that  the  >tren;jtli  of  the  decks  of  the  monitors  now  in 

servi  g  extra  plates  of  1 -inch  iron  from  over  the 

forward  part  of  the  magazine  and  shell  room  as  far  aft  as  the.  con- 


denser,  extending;  the  plates  only  to  -  EeeJ  from  the  edge  of  the  <>ver- 
hung  on  each  side  forward  anil  abreast  of  I  be  turret,  ion  trading  lhe.-ur- 
feee  uhaft  the  turret  bo  as  to  oower  only  2  feet  of  the  eoeJ  boolMa  oa 

each  side  <if  the  boilers  and  abaft    the  .-moke   pipe,  running  one  plate 

amidships  as  fur  a-  the  highi-pressure  valve.     The  uneven  space  thus 

on  i  be  deck  can  be  eo\  end  with  planking',  which,  forward  and  aft, 

will  be  fonnd  a  greaA  comf oii  to  officers  and  men:  the  wooden  deck 

laid  on  this  vessel  is  found  to  be  agr<-  ng  rheu- 

matism, and  in  hot  weather  in  modifying  the  temperature.    The  addi- 
tional weight  thus  placed  on  the  deck  will  be  about  jWJ  tons. 
i  'v. — The  side  armor,  as  disposed  on  the  overhang  of 

not  perfectly  fulfill  die  requirements.  A  shot  of  any 
size,  never  strikes  it  without  producing  more  or  leas  ol  Berious  efli 
sometime-  breaking  through  all  the  plate-;,  generally  <1  riving  the  0| 
of  iron  before  it  into  the  barking,  and  sometimes  causing leaks;  the 
solid  platan  of  hammered  iron  on  the  ZTatolrtmsidsB,  though  only  4  inehea 
in  thickness,  resist  the  impact  of  -hot  much  better  than  the  5  inches  of 
laminated  iron  on  the  rides  of  the  monitors!  This  difference  in  effect 
may  Im-  caused  b}  the  Afferent  manner  in  which  the  surfaces  are  pre- 
sented to  the  shot,  the  9ide8  Of  the  TrOtiaideB  being  inclined,  while  those 
of  the  monitors  are  vertical.  The  manner  in  which  thi.-  armor  is 
arranged  at  the  stem  is  wry  insecure.  These  vessels  are  useless  as 
rams,  except  against  wooden  vessels.  The  security  is  by  means  of  very 
small  bolts  at  the  extremity,  which  allow  the  armor  to  open  on  a  n 
-light  provocation.  Theannorof  this  \  esselat  the  stem  is  sprung  apart 
t>  inches  bv  contact  with  another  monitor  while  in  the  act  Of  turning; 
tin-  collision  was  onewir  -light  force.     1   recommend  that  all 

these  vessele  should  be  fitted  with  a  shoe,  for  the  purpose  of  reinfi   i 
ing  the  Bteo 

The  laminated  iron,  when  disposed  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the 
flight  of  the  projectile,  does  oo(  seem  to  answer  all  demands,  but 
when  disposed,  in  the  form  of  a  turret  no  objection  can  be  raised  to 
it.  The  turrets  are  as  near  impregnable  as  anything  can  l>e  made,  and 
11  inches  of  iron  seems  to  be  enough  for  all  purposes  of  defense. 
The  only  objection  to  them  are  the  through  bolts,  which  allow  the  nut 
inside  to  fly  when  the  head  of  the  bolt  is  struck.  The  new  system  of 
making  turrets,  now  adopted  l.y  the  Navy  Department,  obviates  this 
dillicufty. 

.''.;/'  turn t.    Th  .  ital  and  dangerous  part  of  thi 

struetiouof  vessel  i-  the  root'  of  the  turret,  which  must  be  apparent 
to  everyone  as  weak;  it  never  can  be  struck  without  causing  a 

numbers  of  the  beams  should  be  increased;  they  should  ha\: 
better  'n;ning  in  the  wall  of  the  turret  (at  present  they  have  but  2 
inches),  the  railroad  iron  should  be  discarded,  and  good  square  iron  of 
proper  dimension  substituted.  The  roof  of  the  Weehawken  was  struck 
at  long  range:  the  result  was  the  fracturing  of  the  thigh  of  one  man 
and  lighter  wounds  to  two  others,  and  this,  or  worse,  must  l>e  the 
result  BS  long  as  the  roof  is   left  in  its  pie-<-i,t  -late. 

'.  1  will  perhaps  be  excused  if  I  hazard 
an  objection  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  present  arrangement  of 
turret,  pilot  house,  and  spindle.  The  turret  has  two  bearings  on  the 
spin  er  under  the  oenter  of  the  floor  beams  and 

another  (through  diagonal  braces)  from  the  ends  of  these  beams  to 
another -boulder  at  the  level   of   the  roof.     These   bearings   are   pro- 
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viclt-ii  with  eompoait  :'  tho  pilot  boua 

supported  oil  roe  end  «>f  the  spindle     In  ordei  ce  the  pilot 

house  from  being  knocked  off  by  the  effect  of  a  blow  a  composition 
rin$!  tied  to  the  root  of  the  turret    which,  at   cts  top,  has  a 

horizontal  flange  which  overlaps  a  projecting  ringuttaobed  to  the 

of  die  pilot  house.  This  is  the  beet  nmnncr  in  which  the  object  could 
be  attained,  and  as  long  as  the  form  of  all  parts  remains  as  it  cume 
from  the  Foundry  or  machine  shop  it  will  work  well,  lint  the  bat- 
tering  affect    of    heu\y   onlimnce  Will    knock   anything  Dill    of  sha|M\ 

man  Ll-inefa    turrd   or   pilot    bouse,  us  in  the  case   of   this  vc- 
caus  t  revolve  eccentrically.     The  effect  of  thi-  "•«" 

trie  motion  on  board  of  this  vessel  was  the  dfi  BOt  of  the  whole 

•in  by  the  jamming  of  a  piece  of  seven  oightEs  inch  i*>lt  between 
don  ring  and  the   old    pilot   oouee:  the  piece  of  bolt 
entered  freely  at  the  plaee  whew  it  had  slipped  in,  but  the  eccentric 
motion  caused  the  lurraoei  of  ring  and  pilot  house  to  approach  each 
other  when  the  turret  was  revol  and   the  jam   took   place,   thus 

uniting  the  turret,  pilot  house,  and  spindle,  so  that  the  turret  could 
not  be  made  to  revohre  without  carrying  with  it  the  other  parts  of  the 
system.     Efforh  nade  ••>  force  them  apart  with 85  po&nda-of 

ii  the  risk  of  destroying  the  gearing  of  the  turret  engine, 

ship  to  work  severaj  inches,  but  do  effect 
w;i<  produced,  and  the  abject  could  not  be  attained  until  the  ring  was 
detached  from  the  roof  of  the  turret,  when  the  cause  of  the  difficulty 
overed.  This  difficulty  i-  most  aarioua  in  its  conaequenoae; 
the  steering  gear  is,  of  course,  deranged  and  the  pilot  house  becomes 
leaa.  It  may  occur  again  in  this  vessel;  it  nay  occur  on  board  of 
any  other  vessel  of  this  cla-s.      It  is  also  possible  that  the  bearings  of 

the  turret  in  the  spindle  maj  cot,  although  the  but  of  baring  two 
composition  surfaces  to  work  on  make-  the  danger  remote.  Great 
delicacy  is  required  in  adjusting  the  diagonal  braces,  and  an;  •  'elding 

part  can.  at  any  time,  stop  the  turret    from    revolving;  thev 
ipy.  besides,  much  room  in  the   turret,  interfering  with  the  work 
about  the  guns. 

that  B  system  of  turret  should  lh'  devised    by  which  il 

will  have  no  connection  with  I  lie  spindle,  but  bai  e  a  bearing  all  around 

1880]  running  on  such  antifriction  rollers  a-  tin   in*  icfaaustible  inge- 

nuit  chaaioa  ran  invent     The  weight  will  not  then  be  con - 

I  rated  on  one  point  of  the  urease!,  but  v.  ill  be  spread  over  s  greater 

surface,  and    the   duty  of    the    spindle   will    be    Simply  to  support  the 

f pilot  house  without  the  remotes!  chance  of  derangement;  the.  diagonal 
can  will  be  thus  removed  from  the  turret 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  base  of  the  turret  should  be  Bas- 
iled below  the  spax  dock.     The  base  ring, an ao*  attached  to  tur- 
n's injury  to  the  bottom  of  the  turret  itself,  but  the  liability 
««f  stopping  -lution  of  the  turret   by  forcing  the  iron  clow: 

the  ft  just  as  great  a-  ever,      In  a  late  action  in  this  vessel, 

ipg  to  this  cause,  it  required  at  one  time  81  pounds  of  steam  to 
revolve  the  turret,  until  melted  tallow  was  squirted  in  from  the  out- 

,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  elastic  character  of  the  packing  m 

the  plate  below  the  ring  the  turret  would  have  inevitably  stopped. 

1  have  also  had  two  shots  that  penetrated  the  deck  directly  under  this 

If  the  base  of  the  turret  were  carried  down  par 

-  it  might  be  so  inclosed  as  to  prevent  the  rush  of  water  into  the 
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vessel  through  the  opening  between  the  turret  and  deck,  as  Kb  Ibe 

ut  present.     I  consider  that  if  it  be  found  practicable  to  make 

in  work  as  I  propose,  it  will  1m»  s  great,  improvement 

The  composition  ring  under  the  turret  dot-.-  not  perform  tin-  work 

I  of  it.     After  the  turret  has  been  struck  several  tinu-s  at  the 

base  this  ring  peasos  to  act  independently  and  attaches  itself  to  the 

turret,  beeoiniug  B  pari  of  it,  and  rises  or  falls  or  revolves  with  it. 

It  is  also  found  to  be  dan  .  as  the  flange  inside  of  the  turret  is 

broken  by  the  force  of  blow-  on  the  base,  the  pieces  flying  in  over 

berth-deck  beams.     The  extra  DBM  ring  around  the  turret  does  not 

prevent  this  effect     foi     in    thi.-    vessel,  there  *   pieoOS  of  the 

flange  broken  off.  one  OT  two  of  them  a-  mm  h  B8  4  feet  in  length. 

qfthd  gwnB, —  The  system  of  ( -ompression  of  the  guns  in 
the  turret  of  these  Vessels  is  too  delicate.  The  perfect  action  of  the 
compressor  plates  between  the  beams,  forming  the  bed  OT  slide, 
depends  on  the  preservation  of  the  parallelism  of  these  l>eaiiis.  If 
this  parallelism  he  destroyed  the  plates  take  angling,  and  it  has  been 
found  at   times   very   difficult  to  run   the  gllUS  19  and   out    from   this 

cause.    To  preserve  the  parallelism  of  these  beams  their  elasticity 

must  be  perfect,  but  it  i-  found  in  practice  t li:it  after  being  subjected 
to  a  certain  amount  of  compression  they  require  to  be  wedged  ajMirt 
in  order  to  relieve  the  effort  of  running  in  and  out.  A  simpler 
method  of  compression  is  proposed  by  Lieutenant  William  Whitehead, 
the  executive  officer  of  tins  vessel,  which  is  new  oniv  iii  its  applica- 
tion, but  which  1  think  OOUid  be  -uhstituted  with  advantage  tor  the 
method  now  in  use.     I  enclose  his  sketch.* 

'I'm,;!  okamh  /•.  — I  WOUld  reconmiend  that  the  floor  of  the  turret 
chamber  be  covered  with  sheet  zinc,  which  will  prevent  much  oil  and 
dirt  from  going  down  on  the  skin.  Two  hatches,  forward  and  abaft, 
should  also  be  cut  in  llie  deck,  in  the  wake  of  the  heel  of  the  spindle, 
which,  if  unshipped,  when  keying  up  Or  lowering  the  turret,  would 
prevent  any  hindrance  to  the  nuns  that  are  used  for  these  purp 

"Probation  far  armatun.  In  remarking  the  track  of  shot  that  have 
struck  00  the  deck  of  this  vessel  I  have  d  I  hat  when  they  strike 

of  a  plate  they  break  and  their  effect  ceases,  leaving  the  edge 
of  the  plate  much  injured  but  not  affecting  the  deck  beyond.    Ti> 
are  now  on  the  deck  of  this  vessel  several  places  where  the  shot  have 
struck  on  a  plate,  pursued  its  course,  burrowing  along  until  the  edge 
of  the  next  plate  has  suddenly  -topped  it-  farther  prog* 

I  can  not  help  thinking  that  something  can  be  devised  to  be  placed 
On  the  outside  of  the  armature  of  iron,  lads  which  might  have  the  effect 

of  robbing  the  shot  of  a  great  portion  of  its  power  by  causing  it  to 

break  immediately  on  impact— in  fact,  before  its  whole  force,  is  devel- 
oped on  the  main  armor.  The  plan  that  seems  to  me  most  feasible  is 
to  place  over  the  armature  |  system  of  steel-pointed  cones,  extending 
Over  the  w  hob- side,  these    to   he  so  arranged  as  to   bring  the  pointB 

okwe  enough  together  to  prevent  ■  shot  of  ordinary  caliber  bom  strik- 
ing bet1*  points.    Tl  h  of  the  cones  would  have  to  fc 
detenm              experiment,  but  I  should  think  1  inch  or  Ik  inch* 
would  be  all  that  could  be  required.    The  projections  would,  of  course, 
be  flattened  do  wn  by  the  force  of  the  blow,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe 

that  they  Would  have  their  affect  in  accelerating  the  moment  when  the 
shot  would  break.      If  they  would  not  break  the  shot,  of  course  they 
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would  hoof  bat  the  uniform  manner  in  which  the  snot  breaks 

when  coming  in  contact  with  th<  (bedeck  plates  <if  this  vessel 

induces  appose  that  «xp  OUTied   OO  fan   this  direction 

may  lend  to  valuable  reenl 

Tin*  Department  will  judge  of  th  of  this  report;  my  effort 

has  simply  been  to  state  impressions  that  I  have  received  while  iucom- 
injmd  of  this  \  BSSel.  They  are  not  theories,  hut  deductions  from  prac- 
tical effects  wliieh  I  have  remarked  during  very  aetive  opemfions.  I 
shall  be  jjlad  if  they  ean  be  made  of  any  service. 

opectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

K.  Si  mi 

.■■>■/. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

.s,  .;■■  /■',,>  of  th*    flfavy. 


■>'  I)ii/,liini,.  l\  S,  \<ir>/h  r. yarding ctn<t/: 
itertil  itjf'i/ 1' /:■>■  <>f  th.  sijihiilron. 

No.  11»4.]  Flau-Steamku  Pwmiwww*, 

of  Morri*  /Mm  I  ;,  1863. 

Sir:  1  am  ■gsifl    '-minded,  by  the  weekly  returns  of  vessels  under 
repair,  of  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  Bobject  to  your  attention. 

Returned  home  incapable  of  any  service.  \V<n 
returned  home  for  repair  not  I    here,  t  ?A  and  Lodona,  %\ 

under    repair  here.   //»/■.;>,    m  mpfiix,    8outA  Floy,    8 

tna,  pHtomakay  7:  must  be  relieved  for  repair,  Hmt\  Nbi 
<ri,h.  meDont  \\  [total,]  14. 

The>-  re  been  replaced  bj  .^unltoats  from  the  blockade  of 

this  place, and  in a> consequence  the  Dumber  hen-  has  been  reduced  to 

tive  vessels —  \Yii>  atimir.  Paul  J< /ntx,  and  Hope. 

When  I  took  command  there  wre  twt  lve  on  this  dut\ .      The  0{/,/,ro, 
too,  S3  so  weak  in  the  boiler  as  to  la>  unlit   for  active  B0T1  Lee,  and  she 

as  a  guardsbJp  at  the  bar.    The  Memphis  being  unfit  for 

duty.  I  have  been  unable  to  replace  her  at  her  station     .MurreH's  Inlet* 

e  facts  will  not  escape  the  sharp  eyes  of  the  traders,  and  we 

may  look  for  frequent  successful  violations  of  the  blockade,  unless 

M efficient  v«  idded   to  the  squadron,  for  there  are  always 

more  under  repair  at  Port  Royal  than  there  is  force  to  work  on  them. 
••Is  like  the  prize  It  iamot  ///would  be  very  serviceable:  the  Jtm 

i  ad  I  would  recommend  that  these  two  vessels  be 

taken  by  the  Government  at  once  and  lightly  armed.    The  Jupiter  is 

DC  detained  at  Port  Royal  for  some  necessary  repairs. 

Tlie  number  of  men  in  the  squadron  has  also  been  seriously  reduced] 

ready  represented,  the  deficiency  being  800.    The  ZMmsnums  is  now 

just  in  with    149  men  whose  times  have  expired.      The  return    home  of 

officers  ami  men  for  medical  treatment  is  also  working  to  our  dissd- 

••  ell  as  the  inferior  quality  of  men  which  we  receive. 
Ili'  hn -v  of  the  squadron  is  thus  so  much  reduced   in  the  num- 
ber of  vessels,  of  officers,  and  of  men  that    1  beg  the  consideration  of 
the  Department  to  the  subject  at  its  earliest  convenience.     I  enclose 
two  don.  of  a  number  on  hand,  which  relate  to  the  subject 

and  pos&ss  some  intei 
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Tin-    [>r|i:ii  Im.-iil    will    aliO    |>crreive    (hut   lain    di 

chartered  Bteameraof  thi  class,  which  have  been  rerj  useful  and 

will  be  amofa  mJased. 

I  lure  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  bbj 

.Jno.  A.  I)ahi.«.uk\, 
><i/.  Comdff,  Soutfi  Atlantic  I  ^<puidron. 

Hon.  QrJDBOfl   Wii.i 

Ssantatyqfihi  \'ir>/.  Washington,,  D.  < . 

umitfrH. 

Bfo.     I  Kl.AO  -StK.AMKK     I'lllI.ADKI.l'HIA, 

ey  afornt  Standi  Oottiar  /.;,  /#&*. 
Sir:  Some  two  weeks  since  I  expressed  the  expectation  that  the 
seven  monitors  would  be  ready  for  service  about  this  tune.     I  deeply 
regret  to  say  that  I  hare  been  egfegioosry  disappointed.    Their  actual 
tfofl  is  this: 
Readj  ton  n  n  tot .  (  atakiU,  We*howkm%  Pat 
At  Poit  Royal,  to  be  ready  Novembers,  Passaic,  Mbntouk. 
At  ( 'hail. -ton.  awaiting  their  turn.  Ifanant. 

This  delay  is  very  grievous  at  thi-   time,  buf  there  is  no  remedy 
here  for  it. 

The  Sonoma  had  bean  here  mry  few  clays  when  some  of  the  connec- 
tions of  the  rudder  HOPS  way  ami  it  whs  necessarv  to  tow  heff  to  Tort 
al. 
f'rom  the  above  Statement  the  Department  may  observe  that  the 
l    BO  monitors  will  not  lie  in  I  condition  for  active  operations  for  some 
time.      Mcanwhih-  1  will  endeavor  to  prepare  the  information  called 
for  by  the  dispatch  of  the  Department  dated  October  '.♦. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e.  very  n  ill v .  your  obedient  .servant. 

Jno.' A.  Dahlokkn, 
fii,ir<il,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  BUxkadhu 

Hon.  Gideom  Wi  i.i.i.s. 

Kington,  I>.  0. 


Bdport  of '  fifir-Ailn  hlqi-i-n.  I'.   S.   X</>-i/,  ,./(/,.■  r> 

1  .  S  8,  /'■■ 

No.  I'M!.  |  Fi.ao-Stkamkk  l'un.Anir  i«hia. 

OfMvrn*  rdana\  0  '..  t8$b\ 

Sin:  In  view  of  the  great  diminution  of  the  number  of  vessels  of 
this  squadron  tit  for  service,  which  is  seriously  affecting  the  blockade, 
I  would  request  that  the  Ftw/Aatan  be  directed  to  return  here  with  all 
dispute  h. 

fta  number  of  Vessels  otr  Charleston    is  but   live,  while   there  were 

twelve  when  I  took  command.    The  Powhatan  is  also  the  only  vessel, 
by  reason  of  her  speed  and  po  it  can  be  properly  entrusted  with 

the  towing  of  monitors  between  this  and  Pdrt  Royal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  ic>peetfullv,  your  obedient  Servant, 

'.INC     A.    llAltl.CKICN. 

Rear-Adm  irat,  <  bm  >ron. 

Hon.  ( iiiiKo\   Wki 

5  r,/,   Washington^  h.  Q. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  McRitchie,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  u.  S.  ship  Supply,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal, 
o.  C 

Navt  Department,  October  15,  1868. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  storeship  Supply  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
and  report  to  the  senior  commanding  officer  present,  and  remain  there 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  rear-admiral  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Master  D.  6.  McRitchie, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Storeship  Supply,  New  York. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- General 
Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  the  latter1  *  vieivs  in regard  to  future 
operations. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  October  9,  the  Navy  Department  observes: 

It  would  be  satisfactory  to  be  informed  of  General  Gillmore's  views,  as  well  as 
your  own,  as  the  movement  progresses,  in  regard  to  future  operations. 

Now,  general,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  this  information  to  the 
Department,  if  you  will  enable  me  to  do  so. 

May  I  ask,  therefore,  whenever  it  may  suit  your  convenience,  to  put 
it  in  my  power  to  meet  the  wishes  of  tne  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  if  you  feel  so  disposed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Folly  Island. 


Report 


wrt   of  Lieutenant- Commander   West,  U.   S.  Navy^  commanding 
7.  S.  S.  Wissahickon,  regarding  affairs  in  North  Emsto  River. 


lis 


U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon, 
North  Edisto  River,  Smith  Carolina,  October  15,  1863. 


On  Monday,  the  12th  instant,  the  steamer  Peconic  arrived  here  and 
landed  a  detachment  of  80  colored  infantry,  under  Captain  Wales,  of 
the  Ffty-fifth  Massachusetts,  and  a  party  of  engineers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  a  signal  tower  150  feet  in  height.  The  spot 
selected  is  on  Botany  Bay  Island,  about  a  half  mile  southeast  of  its 
north  point,  and  about  150  yards  from  the  beach.  Its  position  is  such 
that  if  the  rebels  are  in  any  force  on  Seabrook's  Island,  it  must  call 
their  attention  and  fire,  as  its  distance  from  the  woods  on  Seabrook's 
will  not  much  exceed  800  j'ards,  and  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  they 
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will  permit  uoinierrupted  omnnication  with  Port  Boyal  when  it 

can  be  bo  easily  broken.    To  finish  and  protect  it  will,  I  think,  require 
■  stronger  force.  ^  ith  some  artillery.    Db  yesterday  :it  about  ■>  \ 
five  reports  "f  musketry  were  heard  in  the  woods  on  the  edge  of  3 
brook  persona,  however,  were  seen. 

•  «  •  •  •  •  « 

While  writing  this  three  rebel  soldiers  are  reported  on  the  south 
I  point  of  Seabrook'fl  reeonnoitering.  They  are  in  sight  from  d> 
The  executii  «•  officer,  who  baa  been  on  Botani  Bay  bland  to  procure 
wood.  Informs  me  that  a  company  of  rebel  soldiers  have  been  marched 
op  the  beach  of  Seabrook'a  Island  into  die  woods  skirting  the  river 
and  opposite  to  the  camp  of  the  working  party  of  the  Fifty-fifth. 
These  were  nol  seen  from  tin'  ship,  bu(  were  by  tin-  executive  officer 
ami  tin-  officer  <>f  the  day  on  shore.  They  are  either  establishing  a 
strong  outpost  "i*  intend  an  attack  upon  the  party.  I  have  taken  a 
position  to  command  Bohicket  and  Townsend's  creeks,  as  well  as  l»oth 
shores  of  the  North  Bdisto  River,  keeping  a  picket  boat  out  till  day- 
light nightly. 

Verv  respectfully,  yourobedieni  servant. 

Wit  C.  Wjm. 

I.i>  itttintitt  ■'/'/■. 

Captain  GrBOBOS   F.  Kmmo 

Chief  of  8taff\  South  Atlantic  Blocka  Iron, 

(Mm  8,  0, 


Report  <>f  '  '/V:v;.,  I'.    v.    \n i/,  stenior  officer  " ft'  Oha/rlm&on, 

•v    ('..   transmitting    communication    of    commanding    ■ 

//.  /.  i/.  \.  /; 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua. 
otf  CkarUtton,  s.  < ..  October  tS,  1863. 
Snt:  With  the  enclosed  communications  I  d  a  note  from  Cap- 

tain Marl  vault,  mjuesting  Hi'-  to  forward  them,  and  al>o  informing 
me   that   the  communication   addn ■--  <\  t..  \<>ti  had   been  left  open  for 

m\  peroaal 

lie  informs  you  that  I  beohxtely  ignorant  of  your  locality  and 

of  the  means  of  cxmunnnioathig  with  . 
Ensign  Dichman  asBorea  me  that  in-  told  him  you  would  give  him 

an  Interview  on  hi.atdof  the  Ottawa  at  any  hoar  he  might  appoint, 
rosing  him  at  the  same  time  of  the  position  of  the  Ottawa,  and 
by  mi  dire*  tad  to  him  the  expediency  of  his  proa 

inohorage  inside  the  Eight-boat,  in  order  to 
render  bis  passage  to  the  Ottawa  more  convenient,  in  the  event  of 
•  not  furnishing  a  tug  for  that  purpose. 
It  Be  is  that  be  expects  yon  to  provide  a  conveyance  for  him 

to  the  appointed  place  of  interview. 

It  is   possible  some  mistake  may  have  Imtii  mad<-  iii  the  signals  yea- 

terday  in  relation  t"  tin-  Interview,  and  I  therefore  transcribe  them  in 

order  to  rectify  any  error  thai 

i  urli  command*  Iren  int«-rvii>w    with 

commander  it.  i 

OUi  Answered,  '     '  VVIurlu  in.l.'  fl»i:-<iflitvrV  NiM-rvfary  himaelf, 

hoar  ho  Mill  name.1 


I'H     ATI-AMI'      HUM  KADIN'O    ftjUADRO.N.  4-") 

MM;  Will  interview  takeplao  bar? 

Ottawa  to  Qmawlaijfun :  A  rum-era  1.  "Interview  will  take  plait-  on  thi«  vessel." 

Very  PBSpeot fully,  your  obedfenl  servant. 

.1.     1\    (iKKKS. 

/  \ij>t'iiii  anc 

Kear- Admiral.).  A.  Dahlgren, 

Sotdh  Atlantic  Blockdg.  8qttA  'end. 


[EnrliMiiri- 1 


Tntnsliu 


Sloop  of  Wab  Twiphohb, 

QfCkarhtto  /J,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  sloop  of  war 

Tfaiphone.  under  my  command,  has  arrived  at  this  roadstcacL;  bavins 

on  board  M.  de  Sibourg,  obaoeellor  <>f  the  Stanch  sonsolate,  who  left 

rketOD  at  the  time  of  the  firnt  attack  on  that  place,  ami  who  now 

rejoins  his  po>t. 

My  intention  is  to  communi<ute  with  the  city  and  to  debark  ft  de 
Sibounr.  abH>  his  wife  and  their  personal  Luggage,  if  thu  will  not  inter 
fere  with  the  military  operations  w  h t.h  ymi  aiv  directing  against  this 
place.     If  you  see  no  objection  to  this  movement,  it  can  take  pin 

\  event,  admiral,  I  deeire  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you  here* 

am  absolutely  ignorant  of  yOUT  whereabouts  and  of  the  means  of 

nmunicating  with  you.    I  limit  myself,  then,  to  expressing  this  wish] 

and  await  hen-  until  you  indicate  tin-  mode  of  transput  which  you  will 
furnish  me  to  oirrv  out  tliis  object. 

I  am.  with  respect,  admiral.  \  our  obedient  -crvant. 

II.   Dl    .M AICIVAULT. 

Capful  a*  <  Tmph"< 

Admiral  Dahlobbn. 

F,,i r.s,  <nf  Charleston. 

P.  S. — 1  have  on  hoard,  unofficially,  as  a  passenger  tin-  Count  of 
Zeppeliee.  Wurtemberff  officer,  who  desires  to  join  uenera]  Gillmore*B 
army.  He  is  provided  for  this  purpose  witn  passes  and  authority 
from  Washington,  which  I  snppose  are  Mitlicient.  Hie  is  peaoneily 
>mmandea  to  me  by  M.  mnrcier,  tad  seven]  day.-'  passage  have 
made  me  ap]  d  him  the  qualities  which  ought  to  be  e 

When  I  know  how  to  join  you,  1  shall  have  the 
honor  of  presenting  him. 

II.  DH  Marivault. 


Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commav" 
officer  "f  II.  I.  .]/.   ^'.  the 

■ 

Flau-Steameb  Philadelphia, 

Off  MorrU  Ma,  /    /.l.  1863. 

Sin.  J  have  just  received  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  announcing 
your  intention  to  communicate  with   the  city  and   then   land   Mr.  de 
iurg  and  his  lady,  if  I  had  no  objection,  arising  from  the  military 
is  which  I  am  directing  against  this  place. 


*6 
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For  reasons  which,  us  an  officer,  you  can  readily  appi  il  was 

found  advisable  to  enter  upon  the  rule  of  preventing  any  common 
lion  with  the  city,  and  this  baa  been  adhered  to,  except  inadvertently 
in  ii  single  ease,  (wring  my  brief  absence  at  Port  Boyai.  In  the  pi 
rut  instance,  particularly  as  there  is  a  lady  of  a  Erenoh  dfalomatic 
officer  in  the  case,  I  will  recede  from  thai  role,  and  beg  you  wul  accept 
it  as  as  evidence  of  the  Eriandly  feeling  which  my  Government  main* 
tains  toward  that  of  Prance. 

The  baggage  of  ftfme.  de  911 rg  a  in  also  be  freetopasp»as  requested 

by  her  In  a  note  to  me. 

to  Bfltei  and  have  l»v  the  Sullivan's  [aland  Channel. 

You  add  iii  a  postscript  that  you  hi  1 1  on  hoard  the  Count  de  Zeppe- 
lies,  who  Im-  been  authorized  bj  the  I  8.  Government  to  join  the 
forces  under  General  Gillmore. 

I  shall  I"  I  to  make  his  acquaintance  upon  your  introduction, 

hut  would  advise  thai  be  shall  forward  bis  letters  to  General  GtUn 
before  landii 

I  am,  with  itm.-ii  regard,  your  obedieiri  SBCVBint, 

.J\.>  A.  Dab 
Sear  .  idmiral,  ( 

Captain    Hknui    DB    Makivai  it. 

Commanding  H.  I.  M.  Qonette  La  Tiei/phone, 


/.>'/  hnowledgmt  nfjvom  tfo  eommdmding  officer  of  ff.  /.  M.  &, 

Tieipkon*  to  Rmr-Admircd  DahUgren,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Translation.]  of  Wab  Tdufkoue, 

of  CharUeton,  October  t6,  < 
Admiral;  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 

letter  of  the  15th  instant. 

I  accept  with  much  pleasure  your  offer  t<>  send  ■  gunboat  for  me, 

and  I  send  j on  in  advance  my  thank-. 

I  am.  with  respect,  admiral,  your  v<«rv  humble  servant, 

\\.    DB    M akiv  VI  i  i  - 

I  ■.•■'//,  Gornti  ris/j.-hoM. 

Admiral  Daolgbbs, 

Commanding  I .  S.  Naval  Forces,  tnf  OhaftoH 


,y  of  th,   Jjfagy  to  .'■  .'  Dahlgi 

Navy,  d  fthe  V.  S.  8,  New  h 


U. 

Navt  Depabtmbnt,  Oc  .  t$$3. 

Sut:  I  have  received  your  No.  186,  enclosing  a  communication  from 

Commodore  Rowan,  recomnx  thai  the  order  Increasing  the  pay 

the  monil  d  at  Chaneeton  be  extended  to  the  crew  of 

The  crew  of  the  sol  changed,  as  is  required  in  the 

w  high  and  dry  in  all  weather.     If  the  increased  allow 

ancc  be  extended  W  her  crew,  there  is  no  good  reason  whv  it  should 
not  be  extended  to  all  others.  The  Department  must  decline  the 
request 
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Your  attention  is  called  to  rule  No.  4  of  General  Order  relative  to 
correspondence,  which  requires  whole  sheets  to  be  used  when  enclos- 
ures are  transmitted;  also  to  the  instruction  requiring  semimonthly 
reports  of  the  stations  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc. , 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  16, 1863. 

Direct  the  tug  Larkspur  to  proceed  carefully  to  Charleston  and 
report  to  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commandant  Navy  Yara,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ncwy  to  Acting  Master  Collins,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  George  Maugham. 

Navy  Department,  October  16,  1863. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  hereof,  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  George 
Mangham.  off  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren 
for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Master  John  Collins,  Jr., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  George  Mangham, 

Georgetown,  Prince  Edioard  Island. 


Order  of  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Babcock,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  T.  A.  Ward,  to 
proceed  to  MurrelFs  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Off  Charleston  Bar,  October  16,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Murrell's  Inlet,  about  60  miles  north  of 
this,  for  the  purpose  of  observing  a  strict  blockade  of  the  place. 

Take  every  precaution  in  communicating  with  the.  shore  in  search 
of  wood  or  water,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  such  information  of  the 
locality,  depth  of  water,  enemy,  or  inhabitants  as  may  be  useful  to 
you,  and  communicate  the  same  to  me. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  W.  L.  Babcock, 

Commanding  Schooner  T.  A.  Ward. 


4« 
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.'/•(•  ••/ li.'tr  A>iii<>c«i    I>  I 

No.  901.]  FLAG  SlKAMKK    PH1I.ADKI  IHIA, 

Of  Morrii  [gland,  (Mob  t96$. 

Sm:   Nothing  of  imports  i-t. 

Last  night  an  object,  l  to  In  i  torpedo  tumt,  was  seen  by  ow 

picket  boat  and  one  or  two  of  the  vessels.    On  finding  itself  disi 
it  returned  up  the  harbor.     A  telegram  from  Richmond,  vhiea  I 

observe  in  our  papers,  sa\  s  thai  fcWO  of  1 1 14*  crew  of  tin1  "  David" 
missing.     I  conclude  mat  (he  other  two  were  not  miwang.     Whether 
this  includes  the  return  of  these  two  In  tin-  torpedo  boat  does  not 
appear.     It  that  tin*  enemy  intends  to  prose 

tms  mode  of  warfare,  and  1  then  •<•  reprisals  in  kind. 

One  result  ire  certainly  shall  sain    thai  of  penetrating  into  ever 
comer  of  their  harbor  and  attacking  their  own  fro  bo  that  - 

advantage  will  be  derived  from  their  own  labors, 

T  have  for  a  brief  while  directed  the  labors  of  Mr.  Griffin  to  the 
refitment  of  two  of  the  monitors,  in  consequence  of  the  tardy  progi 

made  at  Port  Koval. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfulhj  .  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  A.  Dahlghezt, 
J,'<        i.  (,h  Atlantic  Blockading  Sq\ 

Hon.  (ilMKON     Wk.I  1 

S,<-nl<irrj  »f  tlir  Xurij,    \\'ir.-h> ngtOfl .    J).    C. 


R,  i  '  r  Gtbson 

■■'  front 
[>,!,■>> ".  Ga, 

U.S.  (Jin  boat  Seneca, 
l>«i:  ../,  ii.t.m/m,  October  17, 1868. 

Sik:  The  day  before  yesterday  a  contrabrand  came  oil  from  the 

mainland,  and  from  his  wandering  talk  1  gather  that  the  steamer  which 
I  have  Ikmii  >o  sedulously  watching  for  must  have  escaped  by  oue  of 
the  creeks  to  the  southward  of  as  on  the  night  before  I  received  infor- 
mation of  her.  That  was  th»-  16th  ultimo,  but  if  the  description  given 
me  of  her  In-  true,  1  QUI  not  imagine  how  she  could  .survive  the  gale 
00  the  night  of  the  17th. 

I  think  that  if  the  /'<  ,  •//..  were  properly  armed,  any  future 

running  of  this  bloekade  by  unarm  Is  might  be  prevented. 

<  'an  not  she  he  furnished  with  a  light  12-pounder  howitzer? 
launch  nowitser  belonging  bo  this  vessel  was  hit  on  board  the  I 

when  we  went,  north  for  repairs  in  May  Ifist* 

One  gunboat  in  this  sound  can  not  guard  nil  the  estuaries  and  creeks 

formed  bytha  flawing  of  the  Altamaba  t<>  the  asa,  especially  since  the 
port  of  Charleston  has  been  affeetually  dosed  and  the  enemy  seeks 
other  chaonelfl  of  unlawful  commerce. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  ah  obedient  servant, 

William  Qmaov, 

'tenant-  < 

lie:.  i  il  .b.iis  a   Dahlobew, 

on. 
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P.  &  I  .  S.  Gunboat  Sin 

Doboy  Sound,  Georgia.  October  /<s',  /.V6'>. 

Sin:  r  l  spoke  the  Bteamer  Herald,  Formerly  Lamar  Ca  prise 

to  the  L     8.  gUl  /")-  while  she  h  rig  this  sound.     She 

is  the  steamer  that  was  at  Darien.    Her  captain  staves  thai  he  rode  out 
the  equinoctial  gale  with  a  drag  and  had  a  vri  it. 

Very  respectfully,  y«»nr  obedient  servant, 

William  Qnsso 

L>'fut.//iH/if-(''f/i 
Kear-Admiral  dons    A.  DaSLOBBH. 


^r. 


i,',IL>«>i>.  ('■  8.  Army,  tt>  I:  »)iral 

DaMq  V''''.y.  fktkm    operation*   against 

Hkaih.u  mcik.ks  |)kimi:tmk\t  <»   thk  South, 

A,  ih-  FUta\  FbUy  Tuland,  S.  0.t  October  n.  186S. 
Sik:  In  reply  t«»  your  letter  of  tin-  l.".ih  instant,  in  which  there  is  an 
u-t  from  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department  of  the  i»th 

instant  to  the  effect  that  it  would  he  satisfactory  to  them  to  be  infon 
of   my  view.-,  SB  well  as  your  own.  Bfl  our  movements  progress  in  tin-. 

quarter,  "In  rega  operations,"  I  beg  leave  to  state: 

.  That  I  am  now  awaiting  the  repairs  on  the  monitors,  which, 

according  to  your  letter  of  the  roth  ultimo,  irere  expected  to  be  finished 

iu  a  i  if  weeks  From  that  time. 

sxplained  t->  me  the  day  before  yesterday ,  in  an  intend' 

board  your  ship,  the  for  the  delay. 

Second*   When  those  repairs  are  completed,  the  monitors,  agreeably 
to  arrangemenl  between  OS.  and  in  fulfillment  of  that  part  of  the  orig- 

inal  programme  to  which  tney  are  supposed  t«>  be  peculiarly  adapted, 
are  to  enter  the  inner  harbor,  and  I  am  to  keep  down  with  mj  batceiiet 

any  tire,  of  whatever  kind,  from  Bomter  and  from  oilier  sources,  as 
much  a-  possible,  while  the  obstructions  aiv  being  removed  and  passed. 
I  have  confidence  in  my  ability  to  do  this.  I  also  believe  the  outer 
obstructions  can  Im»  removed  &t  night  without  drawing  any  fire  from 

Sumter.     Mv  picket  Units  pa.--  around  the  fort  frequently  DJraiSQOVSfSfl* 

Third.    I  nave  placed  Morris  and  Folly  islands    in  such  a  condition 

of  defense  that  they  can  be  held  by  a   -mall  force,  to  enable  me  to 

■pare  from  them  enough  men  to  take  advantage  of  any  success  the 

iii'\  <•  in  the  inner  harbor. 

i  ted  \->  the  War  Pepart- 
t       I  *  i  i » -  v  are  meren  of  the  original  project,  as  the  author- 

at  Washington  wifl  doubtless  remember.     With  yourself  1  have 
I  detail,  but  I  respectfully  suggest  that  these 
details  ought   not   to    l»c    reported   to  Washington  unless  n  special 
for  them   by  both   War  and  Navy  Departments.     I 
have  little  confident  e  in  the  safety  of  important  se»  ret-  at.  Washington. 
It  would  doubtless  be  proper  for  you  to  state  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment whether  or  not  you  have  confidence  in    my  ability  to  execute  DAI 

plan-  for  future  operations,  and  whether,  in  their  execution,  you  will 
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ire  the  measure  of  cooperation  you  desire  and  have  a  righ 
expect. 

in  my  opinion,  the  Department  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  that.     Do 
JOU  not  think  so,  too! 

I   have  the    honor  to  In     admiral,  very   respectfully,  your  ob 
servant, 

Q.    A.   (ilLI.MoKK. 

Mi 

Rear-Admiral  .John  A.  Daiii.oickn. 

Ootndff.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Bovadron^  qf  M-  W. 

I  have  just  received  your  .signal  dispatch  in  reference  to  the  use  of 

uiy  raleium  light,  on  the  \,  ,<-  HV9U%de$.      I    place    it    at    your  disposal 
with  great  pleasure,  and  have  little  doubl   that  it  will  aid  you  in  k> 

ing  off  the  torpedo  ressel. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  ItoikLjren.   ('.  S.  No.  Sfaoon, 

('.  s.  \,/r>/,  commanding  U*  's'-  8.   New  Ironeidee^  to  adopt 
s  of  dqfenee  againat  torpedo  attack. 

I' i.  \'.  StBAMEB  PHILADELPHIA, 

Of Mm  tf,  IS63. 

Sm:  It  is  now  known  that  the  "  l>a\id"  has  got  hark  to  Charleston. 
and  the  attempt  will  be  renewed  on  the  Ironeiaei  with  larger  charges 
ot  powder.    Some  plan  of  defence  should  be  resorted  to  fl  If 

you  have  nothing  better,  try  spars  or  log>  lloated  at  a  suitable  dhi 
tance  from  the  ship.  It  you  OBJ]  devise  something  more  effectual, 
please  do  so;  there  is  no  time  to  Ik-  Io-i 

Very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahlgbbn, 
fi.it/- Admiral '.  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Souach 

Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Coin  '  U,    s'.  8.  Iron  #idee* 

Captain  DuntOl  the  quartermaster,  in  answer  to  my  enquiry,  says 
he  can  supply  30  pine  logs.  40  feet  long. 

.1.  A.  D. 


Order  of  Hear--  '  Dahlgnn.  /'.  S.  .Yavy.  to  Oapta 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  j.  ■»(  PkytMan* 

U.  S.  Navy. 

October  18.  1868. 
I»i:ai;  Sin:   Lieutenant  IMiytliian.  of  the  Lehighy  is  desirous,  of  mak- 
ing an  effort  to  operate  on  the  torpedo  vessels  which  he  is  sanguine  of. 
Please  let  him.  therefore,  make  a  fair  trial  of  his  plan  and  have  all 
the  needed  facilities. 

\ Cry  truly,  yours,  J.  A.  Daiij.orkn. 

Hear- Ad 
Captain  Rowan. 

Commanding  Irontidet* 
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I  I >>:hl. ),;,;.  !'.  S  Sfaw,  to  Ametant  Sam 

•  >f  ./,  lutjtmliiiij  t/jt'nir#  iff  ('■■  ,  &   '• 

Fi.a«;s)iip  Phu.adki.ijiia. 
of .)!,,  fcr  18,  !■ 

My  Dkak  Sik:  Mr.  Griffin  baa  been  viM-ful  here,  and  \\\\\,  I  hope, 
be  able  to  reduce  the  time  of  repair  For  the  monitors  rary  much. 

After  many  disappointments,  1  miii  loth  to  promise,  DUX  I  am  now  in 

bope  thai  the  ironclads  will  be  readj  bt  November  LO  (three  treftke). 
The  public  demaod  for  instantly  procaeaing  into  ( lharleston  is  bo  per- 
sSateat  that  I  would  rather  go  in  at  all  risks  than  stand  the  innmmnnl 
abase  lavished  on  me. 

It  is  now  certain  that  the  torpedo  vessel  got  back  to  Charleston.  I 
have  ]nat  conversed  with  three  refugees  who  left  yesterday,  who  are 
engineers,  and  assure  me  of  die  fact.  A  renewal  of  the  attempt  may 
therefore  be  looked  for,  and  there  is  much  vigilance  exercised;  still,  ft 
is  \.iv  difficult  I  mall  an  object  at  night.     If  you  eau.  let  mc 

havo  one  in  |  tyfl  and  it  will  be  put  to  uso. 

The  Somen  in:  I  veal  to  see  bar;  sue  only  needed  calking,  and  will 
be  very  useful,    We  are  rery  short  of  men,  and  those  w*ho  come  down 
are  .-aid  to  be  very  inferior.    The  Ma&a*  faustta  brought  down  U'i'.and 
at  the  same  time  149  good  men  left  for  the  North    -tunes  out. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahu.kka. 

L'-<ir-.\</:,tiniI. 

Hon.  <;.  v.  i\>\. 

Mv  raids  t«>  Mr.  Welles,  with  thanks  for  the  conclusion  of 

tter  (Octob 
oold  I  not  nave  the  Sangamon  by  November,  first  week? 
Pi-rmit  DM  to  add  that  two  teeth  of  the  \Y.->  !>■■"  '■/'■•■  ./*    main  pinion  (for 
revolving  turret  i  have  just  been  reported  as  having  broken,  and  it  is 
important  to  has*'  a  new  pinion  wheel  wfth  all  dispatch. 


Sep  [ctinij  J/W<r  Mrri/ttK.  f.  s.  X(t)'//,  command&nq  U,  8,  8, 

\<-  affaire  %n  St.  Joknfa  Btver,  Florida. 


U.  B.  s.  Nobwiob, 

.v.  ./,,/,,■:■■  /:;,-.>-,  October  18,  1863. 

Sik:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  thai  three  deserters  from  the  rebel 
forces  came  in  this  morning.  These  make  L4  this  month.  One  com- 
pany at  Jackson  villi'  has  lost  I'rJ  out  of  Si'  men. 

Tin-  engineers  of  this  ship  nave  succeeded  in  arranging  the  engine 
d  run  with  80  pounds  steam,  high  pressure,  at  the  rate  of  3 
knot>  in  water.    The  Hale's  boilers  nave  been  repaired,  so  that 

shecarrief  li  pounds  of  steam. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Fkank  B.  Mkkiam, 
Art! in/  Mast*  ■'    Commanding  QffioerJPtw 

Hear- Admiral  Jons  A.  DaHLQBEN, 

■■-nth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  <>f  Rear  '-<Hty 

of  an  advance  tnto  Charleston  Honor, 

No.  199.]  Plao-Sthameb  Pbtladblpbia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  0  1863. 

Bat;  I  have  the  honor  to acknowledge  the  receipt  <>f  your  reply  i 
October)  t"  my  communications.  Nob.  159,  178,  1*5,  and  177,  and  beg 
leave  to  promise  that  my  own  anticipations  m  to  the  repairs  of  the 
monitors  have  been  entirely  disappointed. 

Under  dale  of  39th  September  (172),  I  stated  to  the  Dej  t  that 

by  the  middle  of  this  month  I  expected  to  have  the  seven  mod 
ready  for  action.    This  time  b  oowarrived,  and  the  following  exhibits 

the  actual  state  of  these  80760  VCs 

1st.  Charleston,     In complete  repair,  /ami  WaehoA 

Bd.  Port  Koyal. — Repaired  aud  presumed  to  be  ready  for 
Patapooo*  l. 

3d.  Port  Koyal     Under  repair  end  reported  to  be  ready  No« 
•i.  Mbntavktaa  Ptueoie^  %, 

1  t. 1 1 .  Charleston. — Awaiting  their  turn  for  repair,  which  it  is  DO] 
may  not  require  very  long,  abJuuii  and  Lehigh,  t. 

time  that  ha-  been  required  to  make  tli*'-*'  reps.  >»me, 

entirely  uiiar.-oiMituiil<'.     I  knon  thai  exposure  to  the  enemy^s  1" 
guns  f«»r  two  months  alight   well  damage  even  iron,  hut  not  to  the 
extent  of  requiring  an  average  of  thirty  days  for  repair. 

/..  </*  In  Ih.  h-irhoy.      tat.    As  regards  these,  BOOM  are  plain 

enough,  siu-h  as  the  eontinuoufi  lineof  works  extending  from  Moultrie 
on  the  right.  Fort  Johnson  ami  its  depcm  on  the  left,  Fort  Rip- 

ley, a  small  work  farther  on  to  the  right,  supported  by  the  three  i 
elads.  and  farther  on  to  the  right  ('astir  Pinckncv.     The  first  two  are 
formidable  works,  having  been  extended  and  strengthened  by  I 
of  large  numbers  of  men  for  some  time,  the  rest  only  so  as  a  part  of  I 
system. 

2d.  There  is  also  a  line  <>f  piles  in  front  of  Ripley  that  has  its  pur 
pose, but  which  i>  DO*  ascertained  not  to  extend  ael< 

The  impediments  not  visible,  and  of  which  nothing  certain  is  known. 
are  those  which  are  submerged. 

3d.  First  come  those  of  rope  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie.    All 

prisoner-,  deserters,  uikI  other  persons  of  t ho  enemy  whom  I  have 
seen  concur  in  the  existence  of  these,  though  having  only  a  partial 
knowledge  of  them:  they  differ  in  describing  their  mode  of  arrai 

r.     Mv  own  scot  i-  have  been  among  them  and  agree  they  are 
there,   and   some  of   my   boats  have  gone   well   past    them.      Van 
devices  hn\e  bean  prepared  to  set  rid  of  them,  and  it  is  do!  probable 
that  we  shall  be  much  troubled  in  passing  them. 

4th.  But  there  is  another  kind  of  impediment  of  which  we  know 
nothing  \sith  certainty— the  torpedoes.  They  may  exist  or  thev  may 
not,  may  actor  not  when  resorted  to.  and  may  be  anywhere.  ?so  one 
can  give  certain  information  in  respect  to  them;  some  have  seen  such 
devices  while  being  made;  sonic  think  they  are  located  in  one  place, 
and  SOSM  in  another,  and  there  i<.  on  the  whole,  tin'  greatest  urn 
taint  v  in  regard  to  them.  I  have  examined  a  number"!  deserters  and 
prisoners,  among  them  Wfttarman  accustomed  to  the  harbor,  and  one 
pilot;  they  all  concur  as  to  their  ignorance  of  these  torpedoes. 


All  of  these,  however,  will  not  prevent  i  suitable  force  from  enter* 
ingand  ]r,-  .  1 1  urn-  t..  (  harleston.  Then- will  be  9Q\  n  monitors  readv 
for  tliis  service  when  the  regain  are  completed,  and  if  no  greater  eon- 

sequences  depended  on  the  issue  thnn  defeat  and   tin:-  loss  of  some  of 

•  I  shook)  not  hesitate  to  enteral  soon  as  the  monitors  wore  in  a 

iition  for  service.     Bui  the  defeat  might  be  so  serious  as  to  involve 

the  communications  <.i*  our   forces  on  the  islands,  tin*  blockade,  and 

other  material  advantages,  and  I  confess  I  am  not  prepared  to  risk 

'.  ox  the  responsibility  of  such  a  result,  in  which 

nothing  would  be  more  acceptable  to  me  than  the  enterprise. 

I  have  not  forgotten  the  famnc  '  estimate,  but  the  use  to  be 

made  of  this  raonol  i.-.  not  alwa/j  -  certain.    She  has  s  powerful  hatter; 

and  can  tire  with  great  rapidity,  and  is  properly  considered  a  dan- 

Serou*  opponent  bj  the  enemy!  hut.  on  the  ocni  n  band,  she  ban  a  great 
i-aft  of  war  1 1  not  to  steer  ureD.  and  is  exposed,  in  s  measure, 

si  the  ends,  partieolarly  sstern;  so  that  in  previous  actions  J  have  been 
in  the  habit, alter assigning  her  station,  to  leave  much  discretion  fen  the 
captain  in  occupying  it. 

These  are  the  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  but  when  the  monitors  are  ready  material  changes  may  have 
occurred  which  may  ma)  sole  to  strike  the  blow  even  with  the 

e  at  disp  rraitinff  another  month  for  the  four  which 

Department  then  expects  to  be  ready.     If  the  odds  are  not  too 
great.  UM  Department    may  be  assured  thai  I  shall  he   re:: 
and  to  make  the  trial. 

.)/'■</,  s  There  are  three  of  these,  viz: 

1.  To  eater  the  harbor  directly  with  the  ironclads,  passing  Moultrie. 

.Johnson,  and    tin-    ohst ructions,  defeating    or    driving    hark    the   three 

ironclads,  knocking  down  Ripley,  silencing  Pinckney, and  taking  posi- 
tion off  (.'harleston. 

2.  The  army  to  most-  on  James  Island  and  the  navy  to  assist. 

3.  The  army  operating  against  Sullivan's  [aland,  assisted  by  the 
nai 

lirst   is  purely  naval.     There  can  he  no  eooperation  with  the 
army  and  no  assistance  beyond  the  action  of  its  cannon  on  Sumter, 

Moultrie,  and  Johnson,  which  would,  however,  Ik1  very  desirable. 

If  the  ironclads  should  reach  Charleston,  then  the  troops  uugitt  he 
landed  at  any  point  in  the  harbor  which  would  menace  the  enemy's 
communication-,  and  therefore  induce  him  to  ahandon  Johnson  or 
Moultrie. 

The  second  and  third  modes  of  operating  would  be  of  like  nature 
with  that  by  which  Morris  island  was  reduced    the  troops  gradually 
gaining  ground  on  the  enemy  i>\   trenches  and  artillery,  while  the 
1  their  advance  and  checked  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
These,  however,  must  be  left  entirely   to  the  choice  of  the  ueneral, 
it  i-  for  him  alone  to  judge  of  the  practicability  of  the  pro 
bis  means  to  earn  it  out.     May  I  ask  if  the  Depart- 
ment will  object  to  my  cooperating  with  him  in  either,  in  ease  ho 
should  ask  it?     For  my  own  part,  it  is  natural  that  I  should  prefer  the 
first— that  is,  to  enter  the  harbor  with  adequate  fore  and  make  my 
wa,\  »n. 

1  have  thus  briefly  made  known  my  own  views  ujmiii  the  various 
plans  of  action,  which,  with  the  aid  of  a  map.  will,  I  think,  la-  clear 


=. 


54 


BOOTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUAOBOM. 


the  Department)  and  I  will  transmit  those  reqi  uera\ 

soon  as  they  are  reoeivecL 

Will  the  Department   j>ermit  me  to  add  that  I  apprehend  ill t •  work 
performed  by  tbe  navy  in  cooperating  against  Morris  [aland  i^  nritin-r 
mi  nor  appreciated  bj  tin-  public  at  large,  and  that  great  injustice 

is  thus  dour  to  tin-  >i\«ir  bkboi  W  hicfa  all  -dialed  in.  and  GO  I  In-  present 

rich  i-.  in  fact,  entirety  dm-  t<»  tin-  repairs 
by  tin-  incessant  battering  from  tbe  heaviest  oaonon  throogfa  a 

course  of  sixty  days.     In  that  time  the  ironclads  fired  more  than  .V 
shot  and  shells  and  were  hit  &H*2  times,  the  greatest  number  received 
being  L64,  by  the  Gwtades  ("A"). 

By  the  presence  and  action  of  the  vessels  the  right  flank  of  our  anny 

and  its  supplies  were  entirely  covered;  provis&onaj  anna)  <annon, 
ammunition,  etc.  were  landed  as  freely  as  if  an  enemy  were  not  in 
sight,  while  bj  tin-  same  means  tin-  enemy  was  restricted  to  hbe 
space  and  action.  Indeed,  it  was  only  by  audit,  and  in  the  line  from 
Sumter,  that  food,  po\vd<  •v.  or  relief  could  In'  introduced,  and  that  \ 
sparingly.  The  works  of  the  enemy  were  also  Banked  by  our  guns,  so 
that  he  was  eonfined  to  his  works  ami  his  lire  quelled  whenever  it 

U'eamc  too  serious,  in  evidence  of  which  arc  the  following  telegrams' 


T.  Irgram*  /torn  tiaicml  • 
July  ,10,  s  a.  vi.— Tho  enemy  filing 

rmiskftry  from  WtfOMt  and  interferes 
with  my  working.    Can  you  not  h< il 

tO  BUbdlH'  tlirn.  .' 

rud  11,  J.36  a.  m.— Please  open  a*» 
aoon  ae  possible;  the  enemy*!  fin- i*  verj 
heavy. 

■  -i>i*t  17. — Tn  WivcS  muter,  T  hi'  ••li.«-rn ;. 

may  attempt  a  imtifl  in  the  morning. 
Can  you  get  monitors  In  position  u^  early 
u  to-day  r 

tuoual  n. — The  enemy  ate  mounting 

a  heavy  gun  on  the  SM  BOB  of  Wagner. 
ruel  19.— If  yi. ii  could  replace  (hern 
i  Whitwonh  gone)  with  Bdneh 
300  or -too  round*  of  una  reach 

gen,  it  would  help  ui  gnat 

HHt Ml. — My  approaches  to  Wagner 

are saapendedf  oh  account  of  theannoj 
in  in  tin-  enemy's  sharpsho" 


fOU  not  Btop  if 
.1  foe 

fen  |*«IIi nur. 


■  put   Hi. — Wagner    has    opened    a 
heavy  fin  rrorka.    Unless  tho 

nav\  them,  the 

gieat   diuigir   of  their   dismounting   our 

gone 

Angiul  ff.— Colonel  Turner  telegraph* 
me  friiui  tin-  fr..ui   thai  unleSH  the  navy 

opens  speedily  two  of  our  gnns  will  cer- 
mounted. 

'.—Can  you  |c  ■  some 

pounder  Parrott  shells?    I  am  en* 

tirely  out 

Ati'jutt  87.—  Can  1  take  another  8-tttCU 
gun  and  a  100-pniindex  PtROtt  from  your 
veBBela? 


1  have  just  ordered  s  monitor  and  a 
gunboat  Into  action. 


All  right. 

Letachmenl  of  ironclads  will  be  in 

00  at  daybreak. 


I  have    'in  two  monttore  up  to  keep 
them  niiii't  in  Wagner. 

I   will  have   then    replaced  imu 
ately 


I  will  try  to  do  ao. 


I  am  now  going  to  move  up  with  the 
monitors. 
I  will  send  up  two  or  thi  iraat 

■ 


I  fedora  have  beau  given,  end  the  moni* 
re  movtng  up, 


ii  let  you  have  280  sheila  and 
-in. i.  also  106  S<  belli. 

You  can  iak«-  tbe  gona 


ATLANTIC    HUKKAIJINO   SQUADRON. 

WTien  the  lodgment  was  effected  on  Morris   J  -land,  the  flunking 
column  was  brought  up  by  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  the  guid- 
<.f  Lieottenant-Conunander Bonce  and  other  officers.    Lemnehtt 
from  the  shins  also  picketed  on  the  left  of  the  troops  daring  the 
progi  toe  engineering  operations,  and  one  of  the  batteries  that 

played  on  Fort  Sumter  was  mounted  with  gone  obtained  from  me  and 
manned  by  seamen  under  Captain  Parker. 

There  were,  moreover,  important  occasions  in  which  the  whole 
ought  to  bear  and  when  every  gun  in  Wagner  was  inva- 
Bevane  this.    Suppose  us  destitute  of  an  ironclad 
s«jua<lron  and  the  enemy's  three  at  liberty  to  flank  our  troops. 

In  thus  noting  sumo  of  th  performed  by  the  navy  In 

reducing  Blorrhi  bland,  there  Is  no  intention  of  abating  from  the 
merit  of  the  gem  bis  plan  of  operation,  or  the  patienl  labor  of 

our  troops  in  executing  it,  or  the  manner  in  which  the  artillery  did  its 
work;  by  no  means,  though  there  arc  some  miserable  creatures  who 
seem  beat  on  such  mischief. 

Hut  wirh  (he  possession  of  Morris  Island  the  joint  operation  of  the 
two  orally  come  t<>  s  conclusion  for  the  time.    The  engine 

had  to  refortify  the  whole  island,  with  reference  solely  to  cur  own 
.  which  is  not  yet  acoomptisbed,  and  1  was  obliged  to  place  the 

monitors  in  the  hand-  of  the  i ihsnice  in  order  to  repair  the  dam 

ages  sustained  and  tit  mem  for  further  operations]  which,  also,  is  not 
yt-r  AccompUsl 

When  ready  to  proceed  it  will  remain  to  act  either  singly  OT  jointly, 
as  the  public  interests  may  require.  That  tin- city  can  be  destroyed 
by  the  fire  from  the  batteries  on  Cumming's  Point  I  have  no  doubt, 
though  it  has  probably  been  Pandered  mtolerable  to  all  who  can  leave 
by  the  oppi  inres  of  their  own  military  authoritiee,  who 

would,  no  doubt,  rather  have  tlii-  happen  enter  into  pos- 

session. But  1  should  not  entertain  any  very  sanguine  expectations  of 
benefit  from  such  a  distant  tire,  which  might  bouses  standing 

together,  hot  would  have  little  effect  on  the  defenses.  The  occupation 
of  the  eity  by  our  own  authorities^  and  the  opening  of  the  port  to  com- 
merce, if  the  (invi-rnment  desired  it,  wouln  be  far  more  important, 
and  should  the  ironclads  l>e  able  to  pass  up  and  menace  tin-  city  at  | 
ill cisive  distance  this  might  lie  hoped  for. 

Having  now,  in  a  summary  way,  touched  on  the  principal  topics  of 
the  paper  from  the  Department,  I  beg  toasBure  you  of  my  grateful 

appreciation  of  the  conti  >u  are.  pleased  to  express  in  my  desire 

and  ability  to  inert,  the  emergencies  01  tin*  task  assigned  me.    Prom 

the  beginning  of  the  war  I  have  given  mv-elf  and  all  in  my  power 
to  uphold  the  ■  the  nag  under  whose  folds  1  have  spent  my 

life,  and  so  it  will  be  for  the  remaindei  of  thai  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  Daklgi 

Stan '■  A>ii>.  ■■■  Blovkdy.  <>». 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

■ 'v/,  Washington.)  I).  C, 
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Letter  j  ihthhjy, ,,,  I .  s.   Xfin/.  /,>  M,ij<>/ 

.  (  .    &    .  1 1'li'i/.  HI  "118. 

Fr.Aosiiir  Philadelphia. 
Off  Mori'-  Island,  >  1863. 

Sik:  Yours  of  ]  7th  October  is  just  received,  and  I  address  you  in 
haste,  in  older  to  transmit  tin-  result  of  our  correspondence. 

Glancing  ov or  the  most  recent  Letters  that  have  passed  between,  as 
on  the  subject  of  operations,  I  Hnd  our  oommofi  relations  to  be  as 
follows: 

1st.  After  the  evacuation  of  Morris  Island  on  the  6th  September 
there  was  no  joint  operation  which  had  been  discussed  and  agreed  ml 
Of  course  some  plan  of  operation  would  be.  agreed  on.  when  both  of 
us  were  prepared.  At  that  time,  however,  the  monitors  needed 
repairs,  and  this  was  commenced  immediately. 

2d.  In  this  condition  of  things  I  addressee!  you  on  the  26th  Septem- 
ber, asking  if  you  oonld  assist  ray  entrance  into  the  harbor  by  renew- 
ing your  Die  OS  Smnter.  This  was  in  the  nature  of  an  enquiry,  so 
that  when  the  monitors  wen-  ready  1  should  know  precisely  what  I 
oonld  calculate  upon,  and  the  enquiry  had  reference  to  the  musketry 
tire  of  which  I  had  good  reason  to  know  Sumter  was  capable  of  oper* 
iff  on  men  endeavoring  to  remove  the  obstructions,  whether  on  the 
decks  of  the  monitors  or  in  boats. 

3d.  The  meaning  of  my  letter  was  not  clearly  understood,  as  1  per- 
ceived by  your  answer,  hut  this  was  I  believe  set  right  by  mine  01  the 

ti9th,  and  this  clearly   limits    any   understanding  DOT  openin 

heavy  tire  on  Sumter  whenever  the  monitors  are  ready  to  nasi  in. 

4th.  Ibis,  tlen.  was.  it  I  have  comprehended  you  rightly,  the  state 
of  our  mutual  relations  ;it  thai  date,  and  so  continued  until  our  Intsi 

view  on  the  l.">th,  when    you  proposed  definitely  a  new  phut    for  joiut 
operation. 

With  reference  to  this  I  expressed  my  wish  to  give  you  a  cordial 
support  as  soon  as  the  monitors  wire  completed. 

I  find,  however,  on  the  perusal  of  the  paper  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, recently  received,  that  contained  the  clause  which  I  referred  to 
you,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  enter  the  harbor  until  I  am 
authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Navy  Department  1  hud  made  this  the 
subject  of  a  forma]  reference  to  the  Department,  and  the  Department, 
before  answering,  had  asked  for  my  views  and  yours.  As  you  dee 
however,  that  I  snail  not   report  the  details  at  Washington  unlet 
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special  request  i.~  mode  for  them  bj  both  the  War  end  Navy  Deport 

ments,  I  will  not  do  so;  at  the  same  time,  if  it  is  not  done  in  lemon,  I 
appro lt«  11*1  Borne  tddltioneJ  del  ad  the  period  fixed 

Permit  me  t<>  suggest,  therefore,  that  yon  will  recede  from  the 
reaueet  end  allow  me  to  ask  the  oooeeot  of  the  Navy  Deportment, 

which  just  at  thi>  moment  is  indispensable. 

1  do  1 1 * >t  think  that  the  Dopurtment  would   consider  my  Opinion  08 
an  acceptable  Bohetitate  for  your  expression  of  viewe. 

Y"u  in;tv  be  Basured,  general,  in  conclusion,  that  I  will  give,  n  I 

have  done  hitherto,  all  tin-  support  in  my  }>ower  lo  any  plan  of  oper- 
ation you  mot  sell' (  I 

I  boo  hoped  to  gel  book  into  the  ereeh  with  a  view  to  on  answer  in 

time  BO  thai  the  strainer  to-morrow  might  inform  the  Secretary  o£ 
the  N'avv.  end  I  ftlso  wished  to  Bee  you;  but  the  pilot,  however,  says 
the  tide  is  too  low.  M)  I  -hall  have  to  trust  to  this  hastily  written  letter. 
If  I  hOTfl  inach  ertently  fallen  Into  :m\  misunderstanding  jrOU,  wDl 
do  DM  the  favor  to  point  it  out. 

Very  respect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.J\<>.    A.    I  )\lIl.t.UK\. 

Biar-Admi  mduuy, 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gii.lmore,  I  .  S.  Army, 

Coih  'uc  ni  ofth  S'>»th.  Folly  Gland, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  '!>■  oommandant  nany  yard, 

■■•  fork, 

\  wy    Dk.I'AKTMKNT.   ' >' !"!»  r  Hi.   1*63. 

Siu:  Direct  the  LT.  S.  tag  Camationto  proceed  carefully  to  I  Sherlea* 
ton  and  report  to  Kear-Aamira]  Dahlgren. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tii>k<>\    Wku.ks. 

Keai  Admiral  Hiram  PaULDIN 

Cbl  )'<>rk: 

Navy  Df.partmknt,  October  19,  1863. 
Sik:  Proceed  oil  Charleston,  8.  C,  with  the   l\  S.  S.   LodofM  and 
report  to  Eteor-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Block- 
ading Squadron. 

\  ery  respectfully,  ate., 

Uidkon   Wki.i.k-, 

f  the  Navy, 
Acting  Li(  Edgar  Brodrbad, 

0>>  '''Ik/.  Philadelphia. 


Order  •  •/<!>•    &  Tavy  to  Acting  I  /  Brodhead% 

I'.  8.  A  a  ('.  S.   s.   Lodona.  to  proceed  to  Charles- 
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Report  of lixu- .\>lmir<il  Dnh'hir-  it.   I  .   8.   A'/'-_v,  nutr*  nf 

n  00914*  "•""■ .   2  •    s-  Army. 

Fl-Ali-SlKAMKH    PhII-ADKI  All  \, 

Off  Morris  Inland,  October  /•>,  /#&*. 
Sir:  My  dispatch   199  contains  my  views  luierly  on  many  of  the 
points  involved  in  future  operational     I  have  now  seen  General  tiill- 

inorr.  with  whom  I  have  had  repeated  conferences  lately,  particularly 

yeeterdaj .  unci  suhmit  the  following  in  his  own  words: 

Genoad  (;.  will  have  force  enoogii  mUli,  without  luizarding the  securityct 

rie  l.-lutiil,  i •riiiiy  the  south  side  of  the  harbor  if  the  monitors  raoeeeuin 

getting  into  tin-  channel  beta  -  Island  and  f  Kort]  Ripley  and  can  hold  it. 

v-  ire  will  depend  on  tl  with  which  it 

is  conducted,  ben)B  in  the  natnre  of  a  eurpruio,  the  general  in  exceedingly  desirous 
tspicion  ihoreof  ihall  be  allowed  to  treosp 
If  the  Lroncla  i-  in  theh  present  (ores  would  be  risked  by  going  In,  the  general  is 
in  favor  <>f  waiting  until  the  othereara  ready,  Lnwbue  operating  elsewhere. 


Hon.  <i.  Wi:i  i  i>. 

Secretary  of  Yavy. 


.1.    A.    DaHI.OKKN. 

Rear- Admiral. 


I.ttt.r/.'        i  Bear-Admiral  Lee,  U,  S.  Vawy,  to  Rear* Admiral 

Ihihltji; n.  f .  8.  .V/cy,  regarding  the  I .  S.  r*  Oleander  and 

Avgueta  ore. 

['.  S.  Flagship  Ifomasoxa, 
w,  Pa.,  "-'"Av  J0, 

Admiiial:  The   Department,  l>y  telegraphic  dispatch,   directs  that 
the  >hall  return  to  you  immediately.     I  have  gi\  en  the  order. 

Jt  also  directB  that  the  Augusta  Dmem&re  shall  proceed  to  New  York 
with  the  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  have  expired.  Her  engine 
and  boiler  have  been  examined  AU(\  repaired  here,  and  arc  now  in  good 
order. 

1  have  the  honor  t<»  be,  admiral,  verv  respect  full  v.  V0UE8, 

s.  P.  Lbe, 

\<f(j.  Riin-Ai/niirdl.  Gomdg.  North  Bhufaj.  Synadru 

Rear-Admiral  /.  A.  DaiILGRKN,  l'.  S.  .\a\  y. 

i  ommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8qvadron, 


Chaplain  Do  JT,  8.  Na/oy%  to  Rean  ■•■'  DoM- 

>ji;<<.  I .  s.  Many*  regarding  cot  ,!>  Oharleeton  tyjUag 

Of    li 

l.  S.  S.  Wabash,  October  /.''.  1 

I)k\i:  Sik:  I  have  this  day  communicated  with  the  enemy  by  a  flag 
ul"  truce.  The  offioer  who  met  me,  after  apologizing  for  delaying  the 
truce  -so  long,  said  he  had  orders  from   (Jeueral    Beauregard,  through 

a  messenger,  not  to  receive  anything  unless  it.  mu  :i  oommnmcation 

from  the  admiral  to  the  French  consul.     He  thoughl   there  must  be 
some  mistake  about  it.     If  there  was,  however,  he  would  communi- 
cate by  a  flag  of  truce  to-morrow.      He  said  our  offieetfl  and  Ban  m 
pjere  m  8iuntar.  but  were  taken  dlreetlj  \<>  ChaTleston.     He  did  not 
know  whether  they  were  there  now  or  not.     It  is  my  impression  i 
do  not  wish  us  to  know. 
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1  left  the  articles  I  bad  with  me  in  charge  at  Captain  Green.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  tin-  articles  which  pees  through  my  hands  most  Im'. 
subjected  to  the  inspection  of  Captain  Green,  or  whether,  in  the  dis- 
.  huiuT'-  <>f  the  duties  assigned  mo,  I  am  t<>  be  catechised  and  controlled 
by  loin.  I  have  no  inclination  or  desire  t<»  encroach  on  his  preroga- 
bvee.  It  1  can  not  ho  left  imtmmmolod  and  !»»■  held  responsible  only 
by  y«-u,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favor  t«>  be  relieved  from  the  duty 
li  yon  hi 

pectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

t\V     DOBBANOB, 
Hear- Ad  mi  ml  Jong  A.  Dahlgbkn. 


\e>  from  tl-  ( .  S.  ■'/■  1 .  A.  Ward)  • 

$0,  /■•'•  n  in  M'irr-ir.--  l>.<<i  far  of 

teftffonet  !<•• 


i 


Report  of  R**r-Admir«l  D&hlgren.  U.  8.  H*Ty. 
No.   99  vli   StBAMBB  I'lIII .ADKI.riUA. 

Off  dforrit  I.-l<im/,  November  6^  t 
Sih:  The  ichooner  T.  A.  Word  arrived  here  on  the  Bd  instant  bom 
Morreira  Inlet,  where  she  was  stationed,  with  the  Intelligence  that  on 
the  17th  ultimo  a  schooner  was  discovered  lyiug  about  half  a  mile  up 
•  let. 
doting  Ensig  on,  of  the  Wordy  with  two  boats,  immediately 

proceeded  to  boa  .  hi*  h  he  succeeded  in  doing  without  any  reel 

there  being  bol  one  man  on  hoard. 
She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  /,'<••    • .  a  vessel  of  about  50  tons,  and 
formerly  a  Charleston  pilot  boat.     Upon  examination,  she  proved  to 
be  loaded  with  a   full   carjjo  of  cotton.     Joseph  Stewart,  the   person 
ptored  on  board  of  her,  states  thai  she  baa  been  lying  there  for 
reral  weeks,  waiting  a  crew  to  run  the  blockade  to  sonic  English 
post.     Finding  the  scnooner  hard  and  fast  aground  and  Impossible  to 

her  off.  Mr.  Tillsoo  set  fire  to  and  de  ber.     No  papei 

documents  of  any  kind  were  found  on  board. 
On  the  80th  October  a  party  of  L9  men.  andex  Acting  Ensign 
wis  dispatched  for  ■  short  distance  from  the  Warch  In  qi 
of  water.    Leaving  the  boat-  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  .Mate 
Klwi-ll.  with  7  men,  Acting  Ensign  Tfllson,  with    10  men,  landed. 
Thoy  had  proceeded  about  a  mile  'lie  boats  when  they  wore  sur- 

prised and  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  made 
them  prisoners.  The  boats  wen-  also  attacked,  but  were  luoceasfully 
defended  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  Elwell  and  the  7  men  who  remained; 
the  commander  of  the  Ward  speaks  highly  of  their  conduct 

I  have  dispatched  a  vessel  of  more  force  (the  gunboal  Ottawa)  to 
that  station,  which  will  probably  be  able  to  suppress  the  obvious 
efforts  of  the  enemy  to  run  out  cotton.  Lt  is  noticeable  that  at  most 
of  the  small  ports  attempts  of  a  like  kind  have  occurred  lately,  as  if 
the  stoppage  of  all  trade  here  by  the  blockade  had  led  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yourobedieni  servant, 

Jojhb  A.  DaklobbB] 

tin  nth:  li  OHM. 

Hon.  Gidbon  Welles, 

Navy,  Washington,  D.  i '. 
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Report  of  Acung  Eniign  TUl»on,  D.  8.  5«Yy,  commanding  expedition. 
Sot  tii    Hanson.   M 

Bib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  90th  of  October,  l 
I  left  tho  U.  S.  schooner  7*.  .1.  IT''/-/,  then  lying  "ff  Mmreirs  Inlet, 

ih  Carolina,  in  command  of  a  howitzer  boat,  with  i 
under  orders  from  Acting  Master  William  L.  Babeook,  oommaadlog 
tin-  T.  A.  Ward,  to  go  in  and  lie  off  the  beach  within  easy  range  and 
shell  the  enemy  a  cavalry,  if  they  attempted  to  retreat  down  the  beach, 
while  the  Bohooner  shelled  the  building  to  the  northward,  occnpied  by 

them  as  quarters.     On  being  joined   by  another  boat  with  0  nn'ii,  in 
charge  of   Acting  Master's  Mute   A.  El  Well,  ;ui<l   upon  a  given  signal 
being  made  from  the  ship,  1  landed,  in  further  obi  dienofl  !<■  m\  DM 
to  ascertain  if  a  Bohooner,  thru  l\  ing  up  the  inlet, about  1$  ml 
its  mouth,  and  which  1  afterwards  found  to  be  schooner  Cecilia,  oi 

NaOBU,    New     l'lo\  idenee.    enuld     l»e    nit     .Hit    Of    de-troVed. 

examine  the  locality  with  a  dew  to  obtaining  water.     Leaving  the 
boats  in  charge  of  acting  Master's  Mate  Klwell.  I  proceeded  up  the 

beach  with  id  men.     On  approaching  the  schooner  we  were  surprised 

by  a  considerable  detachment  of  the  enemy  consisting  of  companies 

AandC.  Twenty-first  Georgia  Cavalry,  and,  after  a  brief  and  IneJEeeth  e 

(stance,  m  re  compelled  bo  anrrenaer  to  s  greatly  superior  force. 

After  the  skirmish  I  found  James  Lacy  (ordinary  Bemoan)  miesing; 

■■-..in  in  believe  that  he  waa  killed  in  the  akirmiahoii  the  lunch. 

An    i.insiuee->f\;l  attempt  v.:i-  ftJBO   made  by  the  enemy  to  capture  tin- 

boats;.    1  have  no  knowledge  of  any  damage  sustained  by  them.    After 
our  i  we  were  forwarded  via  Georgetown,  S.  G, and  Charleston, 

to  Richland  jail,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mteon  \V.  In. i 
I.  ign,  O.  s.  aamy. 

Hon.  (Jioko.n   Wki.lks, 

y  "/  >h>     \">uj. 

Sue:  Many  of  our  seamen  and  marines  have  died  since  their  removal 
from  Richmond  to  Anderson  ville,  Ga.     I  have  been  informed  by  reli 
able  members  of  thai  prison  ma1  the  cause  of  Bucfa  mortality  was 

.  .(ion  and  its  effects. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  captured  with  me  and  died  during 
their  severe  imprisonment  at  AndersonviDe,  Ga. : 


N»mr. 


Willlmii  Hi.; 
Aiikii-1  Kii! 

Jobn  Re 

Mi,  I,  ..-I 


F:.miL 


Coxswain  

Hwunan 

onlliiarjr  seaman. 

• 
L.iint>iin»u 


ISM. 

.\HVI-t  U 

Man  li."i 
h.u..  IB 

i.,i,.    .i 


Thomas  .1.  Reynolds,  ordinary  Beaman,  missing  when  last  h 
•  1  as  hostage  at  Salisbury,  >. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Berv  ml 

Mvkon  W,  Til,! 
. I. ting  Ensign^  ? .  8>    V 

II.oi.  (mdkoN  Wki.LES, 

S  ••,'■•  tary  ofth* 

P.  S.     Sir;  —My  post-office  addi  m  South  Elansoo.  Mass. 

M.  W.  Tili-son. 
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Order  of  the  BecreUry  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  for  the  restric- 
tion of  boat  expeditions. 

Navy  Department,  A-  .  1868. 

Su::   I  lmvo  received  your  No.  988,  reporting  tho  destruction  oi  the 

senooner  Rover  aX  BCurrelPB  Inlet  by  the  T.  A.  Ward^  ala 
qnanl  canton  by  the  rebels  of  Acting  Ensign  Tillson.  Md  9  of  the 
crew  of  that  vessel  while  on  shore. 
While  the  Department  vienro  with  satisfaction  such  exploits  as  the 

capture  and  destruction  of  vessels  einzaged  in  violating  the  blockade. 
it  must  express  ite  disapprobation  of  -and  men  straying  from 

their  v  with  or  without  permission,  resulting  io  their 

capture.    Stringent  measures  are  Deeded  to  I  this  evil,  and  a 

'•ral  ordi  d  be  issued  by  the  commanding  officer  oi  each 

squadron  forbidding  it. 
otroJly, 

•  rI].K-«\    \V  F.I.I   i 

''I/. 

Rear-Admiral  ,1.  A.   Daiii.oren, 

.  A  Atlantic  Stockading  Squadron,  Pari  Royal,  &  ('■ 

Abstract  log  of  the  U   8.  schooner  T.  A.  Ward,  Acting  Master  W   L.  Babcock,  IT.  8.  Navy, 

commanding. 

October  //'.  ffKtS. — At 8:80  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  of  Mui-nll's  Inlet, 

Lh  Carolina.  At  3:16  p,  m.  sent  first  and  second  cutters  and  gig 
to  Murrell'a  Inlet  for  the  purpose  of  Cutting  out  or  destroying  a  renei 
schooner  lying  there  at  that  place.  The  expedition  was  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  M.  W.  Tillson. 

a.  m.  gig*,  first  and  second  cutters  returned  on 
board,  after  destroying  rebel  schooner  Rover,  *>f  Charleston,  S.  G, 
laden  with  OOttOfl  and  intended  «"  run  the  blockade  for  Nassau.  New 
Providence,      Finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  OUt.  she  was  set  on  fire. 

Fired  8  shrapnel  into  bar  bo  keep  anyone  from  extinguishing  the  fire. 
I  8  shell  into  the  rebel  barracks,  but  received  do  reply. 

At  L:80  p.  m.  seni  Bret  cutter,  armed  with  impounder 
howitzer,  in  charge  of  Noting  Ensign  M  W.  Tillson,  in  toward  the 
sin. re  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  a  large  frame  building,  where,  it.  was 
sup  oe  reWl  cavalry  were  eoneealed.      At   1:  }.r>  j).  in.  called  to 

quarters  and  opened  lire  upon  the  above-mentioned  building.      At  2: 15 
n.  m.  ceased  tiring  and  armed   the  gig,  in  charge  of  Acting   M:i-i 
Mats  A.  El  well;  sent  her  to  assist  the  lii-t  cutter  in  ejecting  a  lauding 
for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  and  ascertaining,  if  possible,  where 

ipplv  ox  water  could  be  the  mosl  easily  obtained.    At  3:30  p.  m. 

i  large  bodj  of  rebel  cavalry  charge  down  upon  our  man 

f-oin  beldni  nd  hills.     We  immediately  opened  fire  upon  them. 

did  notsuci  og  them.     Our  nun  were  surrounded 

tin- following  persooj  made  prisoners;  M.  W,  Tillson,  acting  ensign; 
William  Raymond,  coxswain;  W.  1.  Milne,  sailmaker's  mute:  James 
Ihuiphb  nan;   John   Kegnn,  ordinary  seaman;  T.  J.   Reynolds, 

ordinary  seaman;  August  Kultz,  ordinary  seaman;  Michael  Cram, 
landsman:    Mil  hael  Tearney,  landsman;  .Tohn  Daily,  landsman.     At 

■  p.  m.  first  cutter  returned  with  officer  in  charge  and  ;'»  men.  Gig 
returned  with  '.',  men.     Cleared  boats  and  hoisted  thcui  in. 


, 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Trmpier,  C.  8.  Army. 

Bdqbs.  Foubth  Military  District  of  South  Carolina, 

Georgetown.  [S.  <'.\.  October^  1863, 

'tENF.RAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tin  capture  by  i  detaohmetri 
belonging  to  GompBOV  B,  Twenty  First   Battalion  Georgia  Gava 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  [Ely]  Kennedy,  of  10  of  the  enemy 
(a  lieutenant  and  9  men)  at  MurrelPs  Inlet,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
19th  instant,  under  the  following 

About  a  week  BgO  a  schooner  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  into 
that  inlet  was  driven  ashore  near  h\\  Her  carifo  whs  landed  in  safety 
ii|K>n  the  l»eachand  removed  behind  the  sand  hills  iuunedi  tl 

for  greater  security.  The  vessel  was  then  burned  by  the  crew.  It  is 
pretnmed  that  the  object  a&  the  enemy^  demonstration  on  the  lsuh 
was  the  destruction  of  this  cargo.  He  approached  the  shore  in  two 
bargee,  one  of  them  carrying  a  howitzer.  Mis  blockading  vessel  lav 
off  about  BOO  yards  from  me  beach.  Seventeen  men  armed  with 
rifles  and  pistol-  landed  and  approached  the  sand  bills.     Behind  these 

hills  Lieutenant  Kennedy  bad  Concealed  :i  portion  of  his  men.  dis- 
mounted. Another  body  (mounted)  was  ordered  to  make  a  dash  ujmmi 
the  enemy's  rear  :i-  BOOH  U  lire  was  Opened  upon  them  in  front  and 
cutoff  their  retreat.  The  orders  were  executed  with  promptness  and 
precision,  and  the  result  was,  as  i  have  reported,  without  a  single 
casualty  on  our  side,  notwithstanding  that  the  enemy  opened  tire  from 
bis  gunboat  u  irell  as  his  barges.    None  of  bis  dead  or  wounded  fell 

into  our  hands,  but  several   men  were  seen  to  fall  when  the  retrea 

barges  were  flred  upon. 

The  little  affair  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  skill  and  judgment  of 
the  young  officer  in  command,  as  well  as  upon  the  courage  and  eool- 

aeBS  of  hlS  men. 

Major  [W.  P.J  White, commanding  on  Wacoamaw  Neck,  says  in  his 

official  report:  ''Kvery  man  engaged  in  the  affair  deserves  commenda- 
tion.*' Be  mentions  particularly  Sergeant  \Y.  H.  (Crawford,  who 
i  <  cei\  ad  tlie  sword  of  the  captured  officer.  The  prisoners  leave  to-day 
under  guard  for  the  headquarters  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

J.  11.  TllAHKK. 

Brigadier-  <?«  ru  >■>!.  Cbmmonafap, 
Brigadier-General  Thohas  Joshan, 

(Kiidcinetnent.] 

HDQB&   DEFT.  SoUTfl  CaBOLTKA.  QBOBeiA.  ami   Fi.orii>a. 

nhston^  8,  C.  October  £6,  186S. 
General:  Please  express  io  Lieutenant  Ely  Kennedy  and  his  com- 
mand the  high  sense  which  the  commanding  general  has  of  the  good 
conduct  which  characterized  their  affair  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th 
instant,  at  Mum  IPs  Inlet,  with  the  enemy's  barges,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  a  lieutenant  and  in  men  of  ihe  enemy's  force.  The 
commanding  general  is  further  pleaded  to  thank  Sergeant  \V.  EL 
Crawford  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  tiansaction,  as  specially  noticed 
by  his  commanding  officer.     Officers  and  men  on  outpost  service,  by 
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coolness,    vigilance.    -ul>ordi  nation,    and    resolution    mav  frequently 
render  signal  service   by  successful  small  encounters  with  the  enemy. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

(i.  T.   BEAl  KKGAKD. 

oij. 

Iirigadier-General  A.  H.  Trapier. 


Report  qf  fti'ir- Admiral  DaMgrmy  !'■  &,    Yavy^  regarding  il>-  • 
'■r,,,,  /ii,  .,'  (,'/'/{//<•»,.   f,  s.   ,|, 

N'>.  -  Flag  -Steamer  PHILADELPHIA, 

Of  Morris  Maud,  October  $0, 1863. 
Sik:   In  the.  dispatch  of  Octoh  P    '.  von  an-   pleased  to  allude  to  the 
state  of  the  relations  lietwecn  Generaf  (iillmore  and  myself.     The  fol- 
lowing note   from  General  (iillmore  will  satisfy  the  Department  uj>on 

subject,  at  least  to  its  date  (September  38). 

MoKitih  Island,  Boi-th  Cakolina,  September  S3,  1863. 
Vdmiral:  I  am  much  chagrined  ut  the  reports  in  (lx- new  Hpapera  about  im  t«ti-  I^t- 
ation  in  <■■  i  -if  h  disagreement  between  jroo  and  in  >•"«■-<■  ii'. 

that  w  -ooperate  cordially. 

It  i  --airy  for  me  to  assure  J00  tliat  I  urn  rntin-lv  ignorant  o!  1 1 1 «:•  slightest 

foundation  for  such  reports  an-1  had  do  idea  thai  they  existed  until  they  appeared  to 
r in*  papers.    T)n-\  were  doubtlei  -  ittu ted  bj  some  scribbling  eei  I  in  Jieu  of 

news.    I  will  sec  that  they  are  authoritatively  contradicted.' 
Sincerely,  your*. 

<l   A.  (i!I.t.MORX. 

Rear- Admiral  DaHLGKXN, 

l.ight-IIou*f  I. 

I  have  only  to  a<l<l  thai   General  (iillmore  spent  several  hours  in 

conference  with  me  yesterday,  as  lie  did   on  the  l..lli.  ami.  as  usual,  in 

the  most  friendly  manner;  and  came  on  board  this  morn 
verse  on   public  business.      We  spoke  on  tin*  subject,  and  the  general 
assured  me  that  he  was   not  aware  of  any  Foundation    for  the  current 
rumors.     Indeed,  our  concurrence  on  the  public  business  between  08) 
and  our  personal  relations,  make  such  rumors  absurd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J  so.  A.  Daklgrev, 
''•  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqytad 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkli.i 

Secretary  of  the  Navy*   Washington ^  D.  ' '■ 


Re]  >mmander  <  HXU  7.   U.  S.  iVWy,  commanding 

f.  s.  s.  0at9kiU%  regarding  pick  doy  that  vet 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catsktll, 

Of  M.and*  October  20,  1863. 

Sir-  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
picket  servn  1 

Took  our  station  on  the  advance  picket  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and 

I  nothing  of  importance  during  the  night.     During  Sunday, 


r»4 
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observed  :i  large  number  of  laborers  employed  Htrangflie&lng  the 

works  on  Sullivan's  Island;  also  many  troop*  moving  toward  Breach 
Inlet.      About  8  this  morning  our  lookouts   hailed  a   low,  dark  object 

approaching  as  on  our  starDoaxd  quarter,  Dearly  astern.  No  replj 
being  given  to  the  hails,  opened  fire  with  rifles,     ii  kept  sway,  and 

shortly  ufterapproaehed  on  the  port  quarter,  nearly  aft.  Fired  again 
at  it,  and  it  kept  away  toward  the  ironside*.  Made  signal  .V.»7.  got 
underway,  and  strained  to  near  the   <  I  back  to  our  station 

without  seeing  more  of  the  object. 

It  approached  us  so  near  aft  that  wc  could  not  bring  our  turret 
guns  to  near  upon  it. 

1  am,  very  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

(  ii:KKM.KAK    ClI.I.Kl, 

Luiitena  nander. 


Bear-Admiral  ,i    \.  Dajslobj 

cmding  South  Atlantic  Bi<»-I> 


Report  ofIicar-A</>  hlgr>  •..  (J.  S.  Nwy^  regai  ple~ 

Pion  of  repawn  to  monitor*. 

MO.    803.]  FLAOMII1'  PHILADELPHIA, 

Off  Mont*  Island,  October  ft?,  1863. 

Sik:  It  is  now  reported  to  me  that  the  repairs  on  the.  monitors  may 
be  completed  in  the  first  or  second  week  in  November,  which  I  Iiojh' 
may  06  I  lie  case,  as  ihe  work  seeuis  to  have  been  stimulated  into  greater 
energy. 

I  lav  ing  submitted  such  \  iews  as  the  present  state  of  affairs  justify, 
1  would  ask  to  have  irnatever  instructions  the  Department  mayeh' 
to  give,  which,  if  bob!   bj  the  Msteac hueette on  her  return,  will  reach 
me  about  the  2d  November,  being  just  in  ti 

General  Gilbsore  has  written  to  Qeneral  Ilalleck,  and  it  may  be  well 
to  see  hi*  letter,*  though  quite  brief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuil}  ■  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  A.  Dahlosen, 
Bear-Admiral,  County.  Sou! I,  Atlantic  IU<*ckdg.  Sqiuulron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  I).  C. 


tfter  J)-"/,)  ih.  idtna  officer  of  H-  L  M.  s.  'J 

Admiral  Dahlgren,  (.  S.  Jvavy.  .■  fmaXL 

Translation.]  Octobf.i:  22,  LSG3. 

Ai»iiuai.:  A>  1  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  I  went  to  Charles- 
ton at  the  same  time  u  Bfi  de  Sii>ouig,  and  I  have  broughl  thence  the 
correspondence  of  our  consul,  which  1  have  added  to  mine.  1  had 
entrusted  to  me  besides  a  closed  bag  from  the  English  consulate  for 
New  York.     Foi  this  double  mad  1  would  be  glad  to  avail  myself  of 

*8m Official  IteeordBol  the  Union  ami  Confederate  Annies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, Series  I,  Vol.  XXVjll,  |w»rt  '_»,  ,..  Ill 
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kind  >>t\>  siring  use  of  your  dispatch  bout: 

Qreen  I  I  me  to  fear,  there  might  be  some  objection 

•  mi  the  subject,  the  officer  wl  i  i  letter  ia  ordered  to  bring 

back  to  me  ti  'i-  pock 

I  purpose  leaving  to-morrow  for  Port  Royal,  and  to  that  intent  I 
offer  you  n,  -.  but  I  l:i\  daim  -till  more  bo  those  you  wore 

plea  i  forme  in  regard  bo  any  letters  thai  might  come  from  New 

i  ork  for  me  among  your  mails.     I  should  b<-  rery  much  obliged  to  you 
if  you  will  him-  them  forwarded  t<»  me  at  Port  BoyaL 

^disposition  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  inking  to  you  my- 
self  the  thanks  of  Mme.  deSibourg  foi  the  extreme  ku  rouhavc 

shown  her,  but  I  hope  t"  d  when  I  anchor  in  the  roadstead 

again  before  teat  New  York. 

It  I  sept,  admiral,  tin-  expression  of  my  respect. 

II.   ok  M  vim\  lULT, 

.,,  <  ',,,>>> 

Admiral  Dablqrhn. 


tin    V.  fi>lk    /'i,J.,f.  Anting 

Wood)  U.  S,  y>"\'/, 'on,!.. 

October 83,  t96S.  Off  St  Augustine  Inlet,  Florida.  At  aoon,  lati- 
tude v.  longitude  Bl  WJ*  W.  -s  a.  m.  to  meridian.  San  a 
southward.  At  11:  lo*  fired  her  to, 
and  board  her.  At  •-'  p.  m.  sent  a  prize  ore*  is  the 
schooner 0a  d  to  Port  Royal  and  received  <>n  board  two  man  of 
th.-  |iri/.<-  schooner,  John  bleating  and  Daniel  A.  Bowd 


Rep  Rear- Admiral.  Dahlgren,    V.    S.    Na\  die 

manding  >•  f<it>tr 

tn„. 

Flai.  Sti "a mm:  rnn.ADELniiA, 
Off  Morris  Island,  October  83,  i 

Sik:  Confbrmabl  n-  dt-siiv.  as  expressed  ia  the  dispatch  of  the 

ilready  transmitted  my  own  views  in  regard  io  the  present 
lition  of  affairs  here,  and  also  utated  my  opinion  :i»  to  what  >■ 
advisable  in  c I *< *  conduct  of  tin;  next  active  operations.    'These  are 
nocessarUj   imperfect  in  many  respects,  owing  t"  the  eircumstaj 
under  which  they  were  written. 

I  also    -Mi  you  the  remarks  sneral  Gillmon*  m|h>u  tin-  same 

subj 

for  tin-  North  now  enables  me  t< 

pinions  of  tin*  commanders  of  the  ironclads  and  two 

regard  to  future  o]  against Qharlea 

ton,  wltirli  •  i       rhere  wore  present  the  eight 

the  ironclads,  Captain    Emmons,  1 3 « -•  - 1    captain, 
Commands!   Ammen.  aid,  tin*  latter  being  tin'  only  commander  who 
participated  in  (he  attach  on  Sumter  in  April  under  Admiral  Du  Pont. 

W   R— TO  & 
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i  offiooT  bavins  read  parefully  your  of  the  9th  was 

invii  psr- 

Tbis  having  l«  en  d< 
the  'cii  :  amended  and  -imp'  eel  the  vie* 

council  an  •  on, 

You  will  perceive  that  the  first  qn  <  •  1 1  ■  I  \  independi 

the  news  of  the  Department,  and  on  thai  tin-  Pool!  junior 
offic  ii.»  attack  w  itli  1 1  n  moult 

senior  members  adversely,  all  having  had  ample  experience  in 
Ironclads  under  fire,  except  one  on  each  side,  Coptaii  «nd 

Cilley.     Ill  Iso  well  acquainted  with  the  locality,   it 

obstructions,  etc. 

The  ix  hours,  bo  that  die  several)  were 

dulj  rod,  and  I  refrai 

more  than  r  Captain  t  'iliey 

recorder. 

!     iddition  I  send  •  chart  of  the  harbor,  withtl  of  it- 

defi  ■  ■  whom  i  hi  ■  oyed  hi 

examining  the  positions  of  various  points  m  die  harboi 
l  beg  leai  <•  to  add  that  my  own  views,  and  1  believe  those  of  thi 
ere  influenced  by  an  important  fact,  which  is  tl 
Of  itself  Somter  is  nothing;  its  cannon,  ifanyaremoi  unor 

has  ii  I  make  but  a  poor  show  against  the  ironclads,  but  it  stands 

at  the  ven  entrance  to  the  harbor;  is  at  such  a  convenient  distance 
from  Moultrie  and  Johnson  that  their  fire  sustainand  protect  it.  while 
it-  own  and  of  artillery  (if  it  has  nn>  cient  to 

keep  tl"-  orews  of  the  monitoi  -  under  cot  irevent  them,  and  -<f 

nse   boats,  ^ In  n    v..'  enter  from  promptly    removing  the   I 
obstructions  that  extend  across  tin-  entrance  irom  Moultrie  to  Bumter. 
(>ipplod  vessels  returning  mi^ht  alec  01 

•n,  <!!•■;  which  will  explain  why  I  deemed  it  wo 

of    an  assault,   in   which  opinion  riieral  (i  Una 

parti* 

While,  tin •ri'foro,  8uj  DO   longer  a  powerful   fort,  which,  of 

f,  could  arrest  the  entrance  of  our  vessels,  it 

to  Moultrie  and  Johnson,  and  is  to  he  appreciated  in  tint  connection. 

.  if  the  enemy  should  )m>  completely  driven  from  it  by  the  tire 

of  the  shore  batteries,  even  though  we  do  not  occupy  it  in  (and 

this,  1  understand,  was  one  of  the  results  expected  from  ii; 

Island),  ilien-  i-  removed  an  obstacle  s<>  impc  i  the 

ih''  iteamen  as  to  change  the  conditions  of  attack  materially, 
do  means  sure  that  the  operations  ty 
ma\  prosecuted  with  rh.-  present  force,  or  at  least  [when]  rein- 

Should  this  be  effected,  then  I  would  prefer  to  have  full  discretion 


to  strike  wife)  g  opportunity  presents,  which  mil  u  imms 

dtately  after  the  event  to  which  I  refer.     I  send  1 1  m I  —  document*  ih 

officer  Who    will    he    able   to    explain    any    details   that    the 

Department  rnaj  v-iuii-e.and  If  Sumter  should  be  entirely  abandt  i 
bj  the  enemy,  and  toe  occasion  should  then  seem  favorable,  1  hope  to 
improve  it. 
l  enclose  herewith  s  sketch  of  aconti  picke  lethe 

which  i-  supposed  to  have  drifted  f i  the 

innei  harbor. I  to  b  d  pari  of  toe  obstructions  between  Sumter 

and  Moult 
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October  26. — The  batteries  of  Gregg  and  Wagner  have  been  com 
pleted  before  the  monitors  and  have  opened  to-day  on  Sumter,  in  order 
to  clear  out  whatever  garrison  may  be  there  and  dismount  any  cannon 
that  may  yet  be  mounted.  I  have  ordered  up  the  Patajxco  and  La  high 
to  assist  with  their  rifled  cannon.  General  Gillmore  was  on  board  to 
see  me  to-day. 

Three  of  the  monitors  are  still  at  Port  Royal — Passaic,  Montauh, 
and  Nahant;  the  Weehawken,  having  broken  Her  pinion  (that  revolves 
the  turret),  is  disabled  until  a  new  pinion  is  received  from  New  York, 
so  that  I  have  only  three  here  ready  for  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waxhhtytoti,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure] 

Floated  out  of 'Charleston  Harbor  and  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  obstruction  between  Sumter 
and  Moultrie.     Picked  up  outside  by  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma,  Octolter  22,  186S. 


30  jpl/on  Barrtl. 


[Enclosure. J 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  October  02,  186 J. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  rear-admiral  commanding 
this  station,  the*  following  officers  met  in  the  cabin  of  the  flagship,  viz, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren,  rear-admiral  commanding;  Captains  Rowan  and 
Emmons;  Commanders  T.  H.  Stevens,  Ammen,  Bryson,  and  Colhoun; 
Lieutenant-Commanders  Simpson,  Davis,  Cilley,  and  Cornwell.  and 
separately  read  the  dispatches  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
of  the  9th  instant. 

After  a  full  expression  of  opinion  and  discussion,  commencing  with 
the  junior  officer,  the  vote  was  taken  on  several  propositions,  shaped 
so  as  to  meet  the  general  sense  of  the  council. 

The  questions  and  votes  were  as  follows: 

1st.  Will  there  bo  "extreme  risk  incurred  without  adequate  results" 
by  entering  the  harbor  of  Charleston  with  the  seven  monitors,  the 
object  being  to  penetrate  to  Charleston  ? 

Voted  in  the  affirmative,  Captains  Colhoun,  Bryson,  Ammen.  Stev- 
ens, Emmons,  and  Rowan.  In  the  negative,  Cornwell.  Cilley.  Davis, 
and  Simpson.     Ayes,  (>;  nays.  4. 

2d.  In  view  of  the  opinions,  etc..  stated  in  tin',  honorable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy's  letter,  should  I  be  justified  with  my  present  force 
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in  putting  it  under  the  fii  inner  defenses  of  i.'harlestoi . 

purpose  of  destroying  the  rebel  iroi  belling  the  city  f 

Voted  in  th.  I  Simpson.     En  the   nega 

Corn  well,  Davis,  Colhoun,  Bryson,  Ammen,  Sevens,  Emmons,  end 
Rowan.        Avt's.   >\   nays.  6. 

Id.  Should  the  /..,.■'>  enter  with  the  monitors  or  n 

Voted  in  t lit-  affirmative,  OornweU,  Davie,  Simpson,  and  Br 
In  the  negative,  Cilley,  Acumen,  Binmoi  IGowaiL     Doubt 

Colboun  and  Stevens.     Ayes,  i;  mu  •.  t;  doubtful, 

4th.  If  the  present  force  <>f  ironclads  is  not  Buffictanf  «<•  main  a 
direct  it.  i  Charleston,  would  it  be  advisable  to  cooperate 

the  :iiin\  in  an  attack  on  Sullivan's  [dam  grade 

ally  iii  reducing  thi  od  removing  the  obstructions  of  the 

port 

\ roted  in  theaffirmau  Dwell,  Cilley,  J  CoEhoun, 

Bryson,  ESmmons,  Stevens,  and   Rowan.    In  th< 
Ayes,  '•';  nays.  i. 

5th.  ('an  we  reduce  Moultrie  or  Job  itfa  the  present  force  of 

Ironclads  unassisted  by  th. 


1'naniiuous  in  the  nop 


S.  C.  Ron  in, 

Captain^ 

1.    K.MMON8, 

Qa 

T.  H.  Sn:\  i 

I'AM..    AMMKN. 

A.  Bbtson, 
Edmd.  K.  Ooi 

V..   SlMJ'S- »\. 

John  L  i  >u  is, 

•>u  it'iitt  ■ 
(iKKKM.KM  Cojuet, 

!,',. .,/.  riant- 1 

.1  Ml.    J.    (  :<>K.\WK1.I., 

Lit  i.fr  Mini-  I 


Report  <>f  R,/ir-Aii:  ('.  S.     i  ■</  rnjtort 

■ff.S. 

No.  9]  Flag  steamer  Philadelphia, 

Sih:  1  have  the  boooi  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's communication  of  October  L0,  and  in  relation  to  that  \mn 
celling  attention  to  Kuh-  No.  lattve  to  correspond 

-n<  i  e  to  state  that  it  always  affords  me  pleasure  to  meet 

the  views  of  the  Department  in  the  minufe  Da,  and  any  uninten- 

tional deviations  from  its  requirements  in  this  respect  must  i"1  attrib- 
uted to  the  pressure  of  business,  naturally  incident  to  squadron  duties, 
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The  semimonthly  report  of  the  stations  of  vessels  of  the  squadron 
had  been  prepared  previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  Department's  com- 
munication, and  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
_  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  208.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  October  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, the  following  list  of  vessels  attached  to  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  with  their  respective  stations,  on  the  15th 
October: 

Charleston,  outside  the  bar,  Canandaigua,  Housatonic,  Wabash, 
Sonoma,  Paul  Jones,  Hope. 

Charleston,  inside  the  bar,  New  Ironsides,  Lehigh,  Weehawken, 
Catxkill,  Nahant,  Ottawa,  Philadelphia  (flagship),  Dan  Smith,  Racer, 
Oleander  (tug),  Volumb-ine  (tug),  Hannibal  (storeship). 

Port  Royal,  Vermont  (storeship),  John  Adams,  Valparaiso  (store- 
ship),  Mohawk  (guard  ship),  O.  M.  Pettit  (tug),  Chippewa,  Patajjsco 
(repairing),  Passaic  (repairing),  Montauk  (repairing),  Flag  (repairing), 
Memphis  (repairing),  Potomska  (repairing),  South  Carolina  (repairing), 
Huron  (repairing),  Daffodil  (tug,  repairing),  Rescue  (tug,  repairing! 
Dandelion  (tug,  repairing),  Home  (repairing),  A.  Houghton  (bark), 
Ironsides  (storeship),  Midnight  (repairing). 

Stono,  Pawnee,  Marblehead,  O.  P.  WiUiams. 

North  Edisto,  Wissahickon. 

St.  Helena,  Kingfisher. 

Wassaw,  Nantucket,  Cimarron. 

Off  Tybee,  Unadilla. 

Georgetown,  Dai  Ching. 

St.  John's,  Hale,  Norwich. 

Fernandina,  Flambeau,  Para. 

St.  Andrew's,  Braziliera. 

St.  Catherine's,  Mahaska. 

Sapelo,  Fernandina. 

Ossabaw,  Water  Witch,  Norfolk  Packet. 

Doboy,  Seneca,  Paul  Jones,  jr. 

St.  Simon's,  Stettin. 

Bull's  Bay,  G.  W.  Blunt. 

Light-House  Inlet,  Commodore  McDonough. 

North,  Powhatan,  Conemaugh,  Dinsmore,  Lodona,  Madgie,  Wam- 
sutta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Or<h:r  of '  Rtiir- Admiral  IhihUjnn,  V.  S.  Nitry,  nlativi-  t<>  th> ■  dtitn- 
turn  <>f ' xtttHu  n  uiiil  uth*'FH  h-ijond  their  tonus  of  iiilitttmmt. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morri*  Mand,  South  Carolina,  October  ££,  1863, 

It  has  been  my  desire  to  discharge  and  send  home  every  man  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  and  this  has  been  done,  as  well  as 
circumstances  permitted,  until  the  present  time,  when  I  find  I  can  do 
so  no  longer,  without  reducing  the  crews  of  many  vessels  below  the 
number  necessary  for  their  safety. 

It  becomes  imperative  on  me,  therefore,  to  use  the  privilege  con- 
ferred by  the  act  of  Congress  (July  17,  1862),  which  gives  the  power 
to  detain  seamen  and  others,  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired,  if, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  officer,  such  is  '"very  essential  to 
thepublie  interests. " 

The  part  of  the  law  which  is  referred  to  runs  thus: 

Sec.  17.  And  fo?  Ufinihn-  enacted,  That  it  shall  1m?  the  duty  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  any  fleet,  squadron,  or  vessel  acting  singlv,  when  on  service,  to  send  to  an 
Atlantic  port  of  the  United  States,  in  sonic  public  or  other  vessel,  all  petty  officers 
ami  persons  of  inferior  ratings  desiring  to  go  there  at  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of 
service,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  niav  In-,  unless,  in  his  opinion,  the  detention  of  such 
persons  for  a  longer  period  should  Ih?  very  essential  to  tne  public  interests;  in  which 
ease  lie  may  detain  them,  or  any  of  them,  until  the  vessel  to  which  they  belong  shall 
return  to  such  Atlantic  port;  ami  in  case  of  such  detention,  the  person  so  sent  home, 
or  so  detained,  shall  1m-  subject  in  all  resjH'cts  to  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Navy  until  their  return  to  an  Atlantic  port  and  their  regular  dis- 
charge: an«l  all  j>ersons  who  shall  he  so  detained  beyond  their  term  of  service,  or 
who  shall  after  the  termination  of  their  service  voluntarily  reenter  to  serve  until  the 
return  to  an  Atlantic  port  of  the  vessel  to  which  they  belong,  and  their  regular  dis- 
charge therefrom,  shall,  for  the  time  during  which  they  are  so  detained  or  shall  so 
serve  beyond  their  original  terms  of  service,  which  shall  in  no  case  exceed  thirty 
days  after  their  arrival  in  an  Atlantic  port,  receive  an  addition  of  one-fourth  of  their 
former  pay:  Provided,  That  the  shipping  articles  shall  hereafter  contain  the  substance 
of  this  section. 

In  conformity,  therefore,  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  no  further 
discharges  will  be  made  of  the  crews  of  vessels,  until  the  arrival  of 
other  men  shall  enable  me  to  do  so. 

The  paymasters  of  all  vessels  will,  therefore,  conformably  to  law, 
and  without  further  orders  from  me,  credit  every  person  so  detained, 
with  the  addition  of  one-fourth  of  the  pa}'  at  which  he  is  rated,  when 
his  discharge  becomes  due. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  inconvenience  and,  in  many  cases,  of  the 
hardship  of  this  measure,  and  all  who  arc  interested  may  be  assured 
that  nothing  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  public  service  would 
have  induced  me  to  take  the  step  and  that  ]  will  not  detain  any  of  you 
longer  than  possible. 

Let  me  urge  upon  you,  therefore,  to  bear  patiently  this  necessity, 
and  continue  to  discharge  the  duty  which  your  country  demands  of 
you,  like  patriotic  men.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  any  one  of  you  has 
refused  to  stand  by  his  flag  in  the  hour  of  its  need  and  in  the  presence 
of  an  enemy. 

John  A.  Pahlgren, 
lit iw- Admiral,  L'iniidy.  South  Atlantic  HI ockadiny  Squadron. 
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Rejutrt  of  Rear- Admiral  Daftly-run,  U.  S.  .Ya-ey,  regarding  marine 
on ft 'at ism,  trams/erred  from  Morris  Island  to  Folly  Inland,  South 
Carolina. 

No.  213.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  October  ?4,  1863. 
Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  reply  to  the  Department's  communication  of 
October  7  that  there  are  now  but  170  marines  on  duty  in  the  battalion, 
the  reduction  being  due  chiefly  to  sickness. 

The  battalion  was  transferred  from  Morris  Island  some  weeks  since 
to  the  south  end  of  Folly  Island,  where  it  is  encamped  in  support  of 
the  vessels  stationed  there  (Pawnee,  Marblehead,  ana  V.  P.  Miiliannt), 
to  meet  a  call  from  Captain  Balch,  who  thinks  it  advisable  to  guard 
against  a  descent  from  the  enemy  in  light  steamers,  similar  to  those 
by  which  the  Harriet  Lane  and  others  suffered.  Colonel  Reynolds 
sends  off  a  strong  party  to  the  vessels  and  relieves  them. 

I  submit  this  statement  in  order  that  the  Department  ma}'  modify 
its  order,  if  it  thinks  tit,  and  will  await  further  instructions. 

The  number  of  men  in  the  squadron  is  so  much  depleted  that  I  could 
distribute  the  whole  number  very  advantageously. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgken, 
Rear- Admiral ,  Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Suuadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander   Balch,  U.   S.   Navy,   urging  tftat  the  Stono 
River  be  obstructed  by  -piles, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  October  #4,  /«%'./. 

Admiral:  Since  my  last  communication  the  enemy  has  been  em- 
ployed on  the  earthworks  above  Tom  Grimball's,  on  the  Stono;  the}' 
nave  not  yet  returned  our  fire,  and  J  have  supposed  that  they  have  not 
yet  mounted  their  guns;  the  works  will  be  very  strong,  and  so  placed 
as  to  command  the  reach  from  Tom  Grimball's  up  the  Stono,  the 
channel  being  very  narrow. 

On  my  last  reconnoissance  I  found  that  another  work,  some  200 
yards  down  the  river,  had  been  commenced;  these  works  art*  only 
defensive,  but  if  a  movement  should  be  made  bv  way  of  the  Stono, 
on  James  Island,  they  would  render  it  impossible  to  land  in  force  at 
Grimball's  till  the  works  were  reduced.  I  mentioned  to  General  (till- 
more  your  suggestion  as  to  driving  piles  in  the  Stono;  he  said  if  I 
would  cut  the  piles,  he  would  send  the  pile  driver  in  and  drive  the 
piles.  I  respectfully  ask  instructions  in  reference  to  the  matter:  and 
improve  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  opinion  already  expressed,  as  to 
the  additional  security  it  would  give  to  the  immense  amount  of  public 
property  in  this  inlet  and  on  Folly  Island,  where,  to  judge  of  the  many 
warehouses  being  put  up,  it  is  likely  a  long  stay  is  anticipated.     I 
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deem  the  piling  of  the  Stono  as  s  very  important  step  toward  the 
nrity  of  the  transports  and  materia]  in  this  in  I 
I  Hin  happy  to  report  all  well,  and  all  qniel  in  the  3tono. 
Verj  reepeotxully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Kahh. 
■  | 

Bear-Admiral  Jobs  A.  Dablobi 

f  ;.',../...  South  . Ulan 


■ 
I',  s  s.  Oai  yarding  picket  duty  p  doythat% 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Cj 

Cy  .it- 
Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  order,  I  submit  (In-  following  repoii 
nf  picket: 

Took  our  advanced  stati  he  night  of  tin    8$d  ami 

nothing  of  importance  during  the  night. 

About  7:80  a.  m.  on  the  following  day  our  attention  was  tailed  to  a 
floating  object  by  two  shots  From  Moultrie.     At  the  Brat  giant 
seemed  t->  !»•  the  steamer,  hut  upon  closer  inspection  v 

tained  that  i  in   imitation   01  sham.     Jt  consisted  of  a  rnft  "t 

boards  about  15  feet  long,  with  a  Long  box  in  the  center  bo  repre 
the  hat- i  i  piece  of  stovepipe  to  represent  the  funnel     I  at 

tempted  to  tow  it  alongside,  bat  the  current  was  t<>  far  the 

i  Minis  to  pull  against 

The  sham  was  km  •  ■•  i  ipart  and  the  parts  drifted  away.  About 
8:80  last  night,  observed  three  steamers  maneuvering  about  the  buoy 
obstructions,  and  one.  the  largest,  appeared  to  approach  us.     We  got 

underway   and   fired    tWO    rounds    with    the    Xl-ineh  and   one    with 
XV-ineh.  when    it    and    the   others    retreated  ami    took  shelter  behind 
Sumter.      During  the  tiring  s;iw   a  large,  low  ohjeet  drifting  toward 
the  fleet  inside;  opened  upon  it  with  rifles  and  sent  a  boat  to  reeon 
noiter.     It  returned  and  reported  it  as  a  raft,  connected  with  chains, 
ropes,  and  pins;  sent  a  h  sd  line  in  the  boat  and  anchored  the 

raft  abreast  the  Ironsides.  This  morning  went  to  the  raff  and  found 
it  numbered  about  in'  spars,  each  from  90  to  Sfi  feet  in  length,  with  an 
average  diameter  of  about  l"  inches. 

»  •  »»**• 

I  am.  \en  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'Green leaf  Cilley, 
IJisuUna 

Sear-Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahlqbeh. 

' '../..:,,.''./  A  AtiwntMi  Blockading  X'/"<nJron, 


Let'  a,  / .   .s'.   Navy,  to    Oorr, 

Baynolds,  ■   Port  R  (A 

UochofU  !hhc. 

FlAO-StEAMKH   J'lIILAnKU'IIIA, 

(>ij    ;■■         >. J, ,.;./.  Ootoh*  85,  1863. 
Sir:  1  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  LOtfa  October,  relatli  8  j  tail 

of  the  A  '  bj  mc  is  "in  I  tasabaw  and  informing  me  that  in 
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Lriudgm  shonld  be  I  lera  on  that  station  (<•  render 

the  I  .  thai  tin-  Watai   Witch  alone  will  not  suD 

that  I  am  unable  nt  present  I  i   upply  pon  with  a 
1     -i  th.-ir  porpo 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  \.  Dahlgxxs, 
Rear- A<! in >r<it,  Oomdg%  South  At 

Commander  W.  Eternal 

Aiasani,  Pbrt  Boydt. 


DafUgren^    I'.  S.    Vavy,  to  Captain   Sotoan, 

I  .    5  /i</  that  replacing  tm 

but 

FlAC.-StKAMKK  PlIlLADKLHIl  V. 

.,/.  Oatok 

I  observe  Erom  the  (  report  of  picket  that  three  of  the 

eii«-m\'>  steamera  «•  rved  on  the  B8d  maneuvering  about  the 

fciona.    Aa  moeb  of  these  obstructions  are  known  bo-have 

drifted  away,  it  is  probable  that  the  object  of  these  steamers  was  to 

Ml. 

i       iniiv!  fi.  if  possible,  an <1  i  wish  |he attention  of  the 

eis  'l  raw  M  to  the  robji 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  o  servant, 

J,  A.  Dabxqbbn, 
//,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Block 

ptain  s.  ( \  Rowan. 
Commanding  ( .  ?.   ?.  nsidet. 


Rm  >,,('.  \.   Xavj/y  regarding  tth"t  > 

by  '/■    / .    3.  >'.  Ottawa  at  tht    ■■'  "'  wing 

815.]  FLAG -StKaMRU    PHILADELPHIA, 

i         .    ,•.',•/,,/„,   V 

Bra:  ( )n  tin-  night  of  tin-  24th  instant  the  prize  vessel   Herald  was 
into  by  the  I  and  a  man  killed. 

reports  (copies  of  which  arc  enelo  I  from  verbal 

tements  of  tni  tnmandin^  officers,  ii  that  the  Herald 

had  i  iptured  in  the  Hah  od  was  going  north. 

Being  of  very  inf  i        oapaci       the  "was  unable  to  make  hei 

•  a  that  prevailed,  and  bore  away  for  a  port. 
Approaching  our  outside  blockade  by  night,  and  not  making-  her 
anovnitotne  0tt<i>rn.  with  which  she  came  suddenly  in  contact,  the 
latter  fired  ahead,  then  lmeked,and  not  receiving  a  satisfactory  answer, 

into  the  //•  - 
I  have  not  deemed  it  di  oessar)  to  go  beyond  the  reports  of  the 
mending  The  vessels  here  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  an 

'1  desperate  enemy.     Our  officers  must  therefore  acton  thai] 
own  discretion,  the  safety  of  their  vessels  being  the  object,  and  I 
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Any  action  on  mj   part  which  would  trammel  tin 
i  mi.  oi  cause  beaitanoj .  won 

I  haw  tin-  liouoi  to  Ik-.  v  1 1 1  lly.  your  obe  rvant. 

Jko.  a.  Dahlobew, 

'ton. 

Hon.  (udkmn  Wki  ! 

■ 


PuiZK   Si  SAVER    HkBALD,    "■ 

Sue:  In  accordance  with  your  request!  I  would  report  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  of  October,  a1  7  o'clock,  left  Poi  for 

ton.     After  clearing  the  bar  the  coarse  o< 
until  7  p.  in.,  when  altered  course  bo  N.  E.  bj  EL  a  £■•  the  wind  bH 
ing  hoavilv  from  the  northward.     Ibout  9  p.  m.  passed  two 
<iii'  Charleston  Bar.     At  12  midnight  the  wind  increased  and  at   1.80 
a.  m.,  l'.mIi.  wan  ao  strong  thai  the  vessel  was  unable  to  make  over  -j 
I  ■•  pel  hour,  the  vessel  pitching  and  rolling  very  heai  iU .  and  the 
k  fulJ  of  water.     Finding  it  impossible  to  make  headway  ag;i 
the  wind  and  sea,  the  vessel'  was  altered  to  W.  s.  \V   for  the 

purpose  of  mak  i  I  thinking  this  the  safest  plan.    On  the 

morning  of  the  25th,  ;ti  8  o'clock,  sav  si  on  our  port  bow;  soon 

heard  the  report  of  b  gun;  the  engine  was  immeuiatelj  stopped. 
and  the  helm  put   bi  I  irboai  I.     while  heading  for  tin 

received  b  shot  which  passed  through  the  window  sash  on  port  side  of 
pilot  house,  killing  Joan  Gh>uld9  seaman,  irhile  at  the  helm;  tin' .-hot 
then  passing  through  mv  berth  and  out  the  after  part  of  pilot  house, 
damaging  machinery,  as  per  report  At  8.80  came  to  anchor,  and 
was  boarded  bj  an  officer  from  the  gunboat  Ottawa.  At  7  hove  up 
anchor,  and  was  towed  to  OUT  present  anchorage  by  the  Ottawa. 
All  of  which  is  respectfuQv  submitted. 

Thomas  Ki 
■■■.  JSfavy 


Pbzze  Steamer  Herald.  October  85,  1863. 

In  accordance  with   your   request,  ]  would   report   the  damage 
done   to   OUT  machinery  on    this    morning.     The  Iter   passing 

through  the  pilot  house,  -truck  the  safely  valve  relief  tackle,  carry- 
ing it  awa\.  togethei  with  the  iron  brace  to  which  tackle  area  attached; 
passing  along,  it  .-truck  a  side  brace  to  valve  Btem guides,  breaking 
the  brace  in  two  and  beading  the  guides:  the  -hot  then  glided  off  and 
k  ■  ride  rod  to  air  pump,  breaking  it  in  two  and  bending  it. 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  .submitted. 

How'd  D.  Porn. 

Third  .  Away. 

\cling  Mattel  'I  h  .  ►  m  a  -    Kino.  I".  S.  Navy. 

//i  I 


U.  B.  I  i  Ottawa, 

Of  ton  Barb  W3. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  t1  clock  this  morning,  while 

■  ■ichor  near  Rattlesnake  81  the  bar,  snowing 


rn    \U.  SQUADRON, 


one  light,  stood  <l«iwi!  toward  oui  ard  bo*  from  the  northward 

and  A  starboard  gun  I  across  his  Urn  to  bring  him 

(<».  at  which  he  immediately  sheered  across  our  bows,  to  port,  round* 
ipidly.  and  standing directly  -.it  <>ur  port  beam.     Helen-  fij 
11.  I  hailed  and  received  -  *' I  am  all  right."     Feeling  ccr- 

tnat  In-  was  an  -  ..  i,,  board,  l  bed  the  port  dot 

-.hell  from  whioh  di  and 

dropped  him  to  the  quarter.     Hailing  again,  received  answer  that  he 
from  h  I   ordered  him  to  port  hifl  helm  and  anchor 

blowing  off  steam. 
I  boarded  ffie  steamer,  ascertaining  thai  the  shell  had  killed  the 
beluHman  and  broken  the  connecting  rod  of  his  engine.     I  oau  not  but 
leatfa  <»f  the  man,  but  the  steamer's  movements  were  pro- 
of an  enemy  endeavoring  to  board,  and  the  answer  ta 
hail  v,:t-  bo  nneeamanlike  aa  to  make  it  m\  duty  to  preveal  a  surpi 

I  have  towed  tie  inside  the  bar.      She  prove.-  to  In-  (he  tug- 

boal  :i   prize  to  the  Bast  Gulf  Squadron.  bound  north  from 

K.\  W.-t. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant] 

W.m.  D.  Warmro, 
Lu  ■ 
;  Admiral  J  ohm  a.  Dahlqkeh, 

■  uth  Atlantic  /!■■  on, 

* 


'Master    McRitchU,  (  .  S.  Namg,  commari 
,.///<  Supply.  I '"it  Royal*  Si  V, 


■  •'j  I',  s. 


I      S.  Ship  SuFFLT, 
Pbrt  Royal,  8,  r  ,  October  !<>.  /S63, 
have  the  honor  to  inform   tl  im.iit  of  th.-  arrival  at 

this  port  of  tin  r   S,  ship  Supply,  after  a  passage  <>f  live  days  from 
.  York,  and  thai  I  have,  in  obedience  to  orders,  rvportecl  to  the 
-■  akn  n  i ,  il  officer. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

I).  (J.  McRlTOHEB, 
Acting   1A",'./.  Commanding. 

Hon.  I  rIDBOS   V.        I 

r' t/,r  Xt/ri/.    Washington^  /'.  I 

Report  of  Sear-  idmiral  Dahlgren,  U.S.    \ 

■ 

:\<>.  ]  Fla<;  Steamku  PlIILADKLlMll  \. 

OffMorru  T*lana\  October  86, 1& 

Bat:  1  have  bean  informed  by  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Beoruit 
of  October  8,  that  no  more  men  can  be  sent  to  this. 
ent.  and  as  the  deficiencies  already  amounted  to  nearly 

1  men,  I   felt  compelled  to  give  no  more  discharges.     Notice  has 
u  to  the  i  the  vessels. 
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1  i>  r  v.  bul  there  n 

Department  will  concur  with  nie.  ion  may  naturally 

xpeeted^  and  thai  may  beat  on  for diatribnting  nil 

marines  of  the  battalion  among  sels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  r<  illy,youi 

•  In.  UUiKKN, 

'/  Atlantic  Blocka 

Hon.  I  iii'i  <>\  Weuj 

ryoftht,    V'/'i/,   Washington,  I'.  0 


.In! tit*  bombordmant of  J*\  srJW,  /•' 

Order  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahlfrroa.  U.  6.  Navy,  to  Captain  Eowan.  0.  8.  Havy.  commanding 

D.  8.  8.  Nhw  Ironsides. 

l-'i..\(.-Sn.\Mi.i:   I'uii.ADiii  i •  1 1 1  \ .  OdobarSB,  18G3. 

Sic:  Tn  nmrnnv    morning]  Wish  you   iii     end   in  the   Ptitapeoo  and 
Lehigh  to  lire  at  Sumter,  incase  fin— Inn',   batteries  open.     Distance, 
about  3,000  yards,  using  the  rifle  gun  only  and  very  delibi 
to  avoid  tin  effective  fire  of  Moult  i  i    01  the  batteries  mar  it.     This  i- 
to  Ik-  particularly  attended  to.    They  are  to  (itv  deliberately.     It 
think  it  advantageous,  your  own  vessel  may  join,  but  do  not  exc 
LO  rounds  per  gun  ol  ont   broadside. 

If  tin-  public  business  permits,  I  maj  come  out  myself. 
Ven  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

J.  A.  Dahlodrbh, 
Rear- Ad 
Captain  Ron 

g  Ironsides, 

P.  8. — No  one  of  the  ironclads  must  undertake  any  work  tlmt  wil 
interfere  with  action  nnl<  nissinn  i-  received  from  me. 

J.  A.  D. 


Report  of  Commander  Stevens,  3,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U   8.  8.  Patapaeo. 

I    .   8.   tfiOWOLAD  PaTAFSOO, 

Qf  Charleston,  No\ 
Sir:  I  huv»-  tin-  honor  to  inform  you  that,  accordin  i  i m -f  in.: 

.  1  have  'I  for  the  past  week,  in  cooperation  with  the 

bat  o    il<  i  rim  [stand,  formerly  called  I  or(    Gregg  and  Wagner, 

and  in  conipan]  with  the  monitor  L<}>!ij}>.  Commander  Bryson,  in  bom 
barding  Fori  Sumter.     Upon  lf<  [October  Sot  owing  to 

some  unfinished  work  ni>on  the  Lehign,  she  did  not  participate, 
I't/,ij,s.:>.  upon  that  occasion,  proceeded  within  1,800  yards  of  the 

and  opened  fire.     A>  the  ode  was  running  flood  when  the  01 
(ras  /nrri  I  was  compelled  to  fight  the  ship  underway,  and,  of  com 

**>  :    >n  and  Confederate 

Armies  in  the  War  ..i  tr.r  iul^-Mi-n.  Vota    X  XVIII  and  LIII. 
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t«»  some  disadvantage  Notwithstanding,  the  fire  was  &ffective,~almo8t 
i'vitv  -hell  bursting  nearly  upon  or  inside  the.  fort.     'I'll*'  next 

tin-  tide  Barred,  l>"th  monil 
opened  upon  i  1  *« -  northeast  bastion,  tin-  fin  being  very  destructive  upon 
this  part  of  the  fieri  and  the  walls  adjacent,  bo  thai  when  Qua  army 
lmti  'ted  to  this  portion  the  walls,  being  already  ffreatlj 

weakened  by  our  lire,  they  Boon  crumbled    Subsequently  to  this,  our 
fire  baa  been  mainlj  directed  to  the  Charleston  foes  and  interior  of  the 
ili  what  effect  the  appearance  ••!'  Sumter  will  dearly  Indicate. 
Ida  explosion  of  the  X^  II.  lin-d  with  15-eecondand20  second 

fu/'  [de  of  the  fort,  which  son  was  fired  occasionally,  pro 

dneea  an  effect  which  is  hardly  describable,  throwing  the  bricks  and 
mortar,  gun  carriages  and  timber  in  every  direction  and  hi^rh  into 

the  air. 

The  flag  upon  Sumter  was  yesterday, at  9  o'clock,  shot  away  for  the 
third  time,  and  ha-  not  Bines  been  hoisted.  A  man  was  Bees  making 
an  attempt  to  get  it  up  again,  but  jusi  at  the  lime  three  shells  from 
th. •  army  and  nsi  v  batteries  exploded  over  him,  douhtless  with  fatal 
effect 

-hells  of  the  enemy  have  fallen  around  and  about   u-  without 
atvitU?eny  casualties.      It  was  not.  however,  until   last  Saturday,  the 

81st,  their  tire  m  o  he  directed  at  us,  when  battery  Beauregard 

and  a  battery  upon  .lames  Island  opened  upon  u-.  striking  the  Lonigh 
twice,  but  do  in  if  no  damage  of  importance.  Dpon  hauling  oil  from 
Sumter  I  stood  over  toward  Beauregard  and  delivi  red  five  -hot-,  four 
of  which  landed  in  the  better]  and  produced  STsal  ment.  the 

people  in  the  neighborhood  Myinj*  from  our  shells,     rjpon  this,  rort 

Moultrie  tired  one  gnn.     Ye-tcrday  we  were  not  molested  on  that  side, 

although  the  .  i -land  batteries  still  continued  bo  fire 

We  have  been  engaged  ;it  i  distance  L600  to  9,000  yt 

1  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  the  Bring,  from  which  it 
appears  thai  ou<  of  i       • .  i  ken  effeol  upon  some  j*>i 

of  the   fort     The  guns  appear  to  stand   the   tiring  well.      I    have 
warded  to  the  ordnance  office  an  impression  of  the  (rente  of  both  ,urnn.x, 
taken  yesterday  after  the  firing  was  <■ 

The  rams  of  the  enemy  appear  to  be  anchored  in  Four  Fathom  Hole, 
and  above  Fort  Johnson.     Upon  Fridaj  last,  a-  »•■•■  were  sbeaminj 

Anchorage  toward  Sumter,  a  boat  with  a  considerable 
number  of  men  around  and  in  it  waa  seen  upon  the  north  shore  of 
Sumter,  but  before  we  could  gel  in  range  the  noai  and  sum  bad 

md. 

Yen  respectful!)  .  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  II.  Stevens, 
.</,,•.  Commanding  I .  &  /#co, 

Rratr-Adminil  J.  A.  DsHLORBN, 

South  Atlantic  Hhtchulhiuj  Souadn 


7* 
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Report  of  Lie*teaamt-Comaaad*r  lance.  C.  8-  Wavy,  nqpudiag  the  firing  from  tlu  V.  S.  8. 

Patapaee. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Patapsco. 
*»f  JT»rn*  I*tm4n  XM*Uiher  2.  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  h<  -nor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  firing  ot 
thi*  vewel: 


i 


Niaibcn-f  fires. 


Hits.     Minn. 


Oct.  r 

Oct.  > 

ful.  J» 

Oct.  » 

Oft.  SI 

Nov.   : 


r-.'-u. 
i.  »« 


l.*t«-  •!••  ... 

:.*.<•  .1.. 

!."«■'  •'.••-.. 

!.*»  -1-... 

I.*rt6  •!•>... 


lRiS-.ll 

iXV-in..  4 

iRi-".-.  It 

iXV-ln.. -J 

iRiif.  tf» 

i  XV-in..  13 

RiS*. « 

•RlSv  *t  .  o»... 
i  XV-in..  7 

K:ic.  ?© 

iRiSf.TS 

tXV-in..  10 


« 

6 

2 

2 

» 

IK 

1 

38 

SI 

6 

7 

36 

VI 

M 

10 

4  ; 

s 

TO 

16 

68 

15 

6 

4 

Very  re-jjwctfully.  etc.. 


Commander  Thomas  H.  Stevens. 

t'l.'HtiMindina. 


F.  M.  Bunce, 
Li'iitriHint-Cvinmiinder. 


Report  of  Commander  Stevens.  U.   8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.   B.  B.  Fatapaeo.  regarding 
casualties  from  explosion  of  rifle  gun. 

V.  S.  Ironclad  Patapsco, 
Of  M"iri*  Mm»l9  JTnc* mfter  £?.  jftttft 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  during  the  bombardment  of  Sumter 
this  day  William  Cotter  and  John  Morris,  landsmen,  were  unfortu- 
nately killed  by  the  premature  explosion  of  the  rifle  gun. 

How  the  accident  eould  have  occurred  I  am  unable  to  determine, 
as  the.  gun  had  been  fired  but  once  since  it  had  been  washed  out  thor- 
oughly, and  the  cartridge  had  just  entered  the  gun  when  the  explosion 
took  place. 

The  two  men  killed  were  the  second  sponger  and  second  loader  of 
the  gun. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  yours,  respectfully. 

T.  II.  Stevens, 

(  ommander. 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  DaHLgren, 

(,'oiiiinandiinj  South  Atluiitif  Rlnvhulhuj  Squatlwn. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cilley,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Catakiu.  regard- 
ing picket  duty  performed  by  that  vessel. 

l\  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 

({f  Mm>nx  Ixhmd.  Xonmhtf  3%  1863. 

Sut:  In  obedience  to  your  order.   I   submit  the  following  picket 
remit:  *  * 

Took  position  on  the  advance  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
observed  nothing  of  importance  during  the  night.     A  slow,  regular 


.ANTH 


KA1 


\0 


'>N. 
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kepi  up  from  ( iumming's  Point  on  Bu  i 
monitot  I  fire  upon  Sum  into  line  with  them  and 

opened  fire  with  the  X\  inch  wtl  effect  upon  Sumter,     A.11  its 

r-lii-li.  with  the  e  ti  of  the  first  two,  struck.    The  firing  was  of 

n  and  enable  i  at  the  •••■ 

: ■  >■  box,  :  up  Fort   M 

ottery  on  Sullivan's  I  bafl  a  mile  ton 

ward  of  Breach  inlet  observatory.     Before  sundown  ill"  three  rams 

were  plainly  visible,  the  one  Dearest  I  barleston  baying  a  tor] 

up  ahead  A  side-wheel  Bteamer  with  two  white  smoke- 

-  was  at  anchor  behind  Fort  Johnson.  A  gun  was  Bred  up  near 
where  the  minis  building,  and  the  shell  exploded  near  Sumter.  Sum- 
ter- sunset  gnn  was  fired  in  the  direction  of  Charleston.  A  little 
after  7  p.  m.  quite  a  are  of  mn-l  -  opened  From  Sumter,  and  a 

light  was  seen  hurriedly  passing  along  the  rampart*.     He  Cumin 
Point  batteries  opened,  and  this  vessel  fired  one  shell.     ttw  musketry 
firing  ceased  and  tl"1  ngbt disappeared.     Pwo  boats  under  sail  •■■ 

moving  from  Sumter  toward  Sullivan's  [aland.     About  11  j>.  m. 

a  balloon  with  two  Lights  attached  m  Sumter  and  floated  towafd 

I  Johnson,  and  snortlj  after  :i  fire  broke  out  in  northwest  part  of 

turning  about  half  an  hour.    At  midnight  a  steamer  left 

Sumter  and  moved  toward  Fort  Johnson.     At  sunrise  this  morning 

observed  the 

of  battle  ahead  from  Johnai  i  harloston,  and  each  with  it." 

torpedo  topped  up  forward  of  the  hows. 

iilh  .  your  obedient  servant. 

ENLKAF  (ii 

nmatuhn  \  UL 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dae 

'tadron. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  if  Ki.v<;-Sik.\mi:k  I'miladi  ii-ima. 

my  last  on  the  genera]  course  of  operationa  here  our 

part  baa  still  been  restricted  to  the  repair  of  the  monitors  and  the 

cleansing' of  their  bottoms,  which  had  become  bo  foul  by  the  adherence 

»  and  barnacles  as  to  reduce  their  speed  fro  tt*7  knots  to 

3|  and  4.    Die  divers  have  been  engaged  in  i   moving  these  from  two 

the  monitors,  it  is  believed  with  good  affect,  but   in  this 

In    irmation  is  not  yet  complete*  and  It  is  probable  tht 

has  been  discovered  through  th  Mr.  Griffin, 

l  is,  the  vessels  are  I  mitable  place  and  the  barnaclee, 

noved  oompletely  from  the  sii  tin- tint  part  of 

the  bottom  to  be  cleaned  by  the  divers. 

It  v.,  t<>  replace  the  rifle  gun  of  the  and  the 

XJ-mcfa  of  the  Montauk,    There  are  now  two  monitors  at  Port  Royal. 
Th-  fc  arrived  here  la  ng  with  clean  bottom,  ;i  new  gun, 

and  in  good  condition.     Mr.  Griffin  i-  now  engaged  with  the  Ericsson 
torpedo,  and   I  am  in  hopes  he  will  ill  in  getting  it   into 

in;  tin-  rougb  weather  which  has  prevailed  lately  has  stopped 
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his  proceeding  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  but  he  thin]  •  ill  !*•  n 

irinl    BOOB.       1    Irish  v«T\    liilirh  lh:i  measures  could    : 

to  form  :i  kind  of  framework  projecting  from  the  monitors, 
pre  ataet  with  the  torpedoes  nt  tin*  bows  of  the  enemy's 

olada,  and  also  to  apply  theiT  method  to  the  monitors.     Here  1  have 
neither  the  time  nor  toe  mean 

The  army  having  sufficiently  advanced  with  the  re-fortificati< 
Morris  island,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  20th  October,  the  ob 
being   ta  Domplw    its  reduction   by  driving  out  the  garri 
occupy i on  it. 

The  firing-  has  been  prosecut<  ly  since,  and  1  hi  mined 

the  progress  daily  by  going  op  the  channel  when  a  near  view  oonid 
be  obtained  of  the  work.     I  directed  the  Ptitapsao  and  hehigh  (!•■ 
armed  with  rifle  gone)  to  take  position  also  at  effective  range,  bnl 
BXpoeed    to    that   of  Fort   Moultrie    and  its   adjacent    batteries.     The 

line  of  fire  from  Putnam  pi  recth  throogfa  the  northwest  and 

southeast  angles  of  Somter.  therefore  looked  eqnally  on  tin-  gorge  and 
southeast  front.    The  Bra  crom  the  monitors  was  nearly pe  ular 

to  the  southeast  front,  and  looked  acutely  on  the  northeast  Front. 
At  first  the  tin-  ashore  seemed  aimed  at  the  gorge,  which  had  been 

originally  faeed   for   two  thirds  of  its  height  with  sand  bags.      Upon 
these  the  fragments  of  the  top  of  the   wall  had   lodged,  and  formed 

mass  of  sand  and  crumbled  brick,  where  the  rifle  ed  to 

no  great  depth.    The  tiro  of  the  monitors  was  directed  at  the  south- 
east face  and  appeared  to  exhibit  a  more  marked  action  t 

i1!!     hi! :!    [alien  down  into  deeper  water  an  ■dged  to 

te  extent  as  on  the  gorge.    The  fire  of  Putnam  [Gregg]  and  St  i 

[Wagner]  was  soon  after  applied  to  the  southeast  front,  which  gra 

ally  gave  way  to  the  united  fire  until  it,  too,  was  reduced  to  a  stop* 

fragments,  much  lower,  however,  than  that  of  the  gOX] 

By  the  end  of  the  week  the  opposite  walls  of  the  fort  were  eut  and 

jagged    by  the    shells,   which    passed    over    the.    main   front,  and    the 
northeast  face  looked  verj'  dilapidated. 

( .11  Sunday  1  had  a  conversation  with  General  Qillmore  on  the  state 
of  affairs,  and  on  Monday  went  up  with  him  and  General  Seymour  to 
view  Sumter  from  Fort  Strong,  after  which  wo  had  i  it  ion  in 

(ienoral   Seymours  tent  on  the  l>est  probahlo  course  to  be  p 
General  (Jillmoro  finally  concluded  for  the  present,  to  continue  the  fire 

on  Sumter.    The  tiro  of  the  monitora  has  been  generally  very  good, 
and  on  many  occasions  most  excel h-m 

Captain  Stevens  reports  that  of  466  shells  fired  re  8111 

took  effod  00  or  in  the  fort.      I  regret  to  say  that  on  the  2d  two  I 
were  killed  in  the  Patapseo  by  the  premature  explosion  of  the  i 
gun;    their  names  were   William  Cotter  and  John    Morris.     Captain 
Steven.-  ,-tates  that  "the  explosion  of  the  XY-inch  shell-  tired  With  l'>- 
rid  and  L'O-sreond  fu/.os.  in  the   inside  of  the  fort,  which  gun  was 
tired  <  M-ea.-ioi  ia  I  ly.  produces  an  affect  which  i*  hardly  describable,  tin 
tog  the  bricks  and  mortar,  gun  i  .  and  timber  in  every  direc- 

tion, and  high  into  the  air.     1  find  that  the  effect  of  these  shell 

noticed  by  the  commanding  generals  ashore.  uing  I  examined 

the  appearance  of  the  fort(as  1  have  done  every  day}  and  could  plaints 
obserre  the  further  effects  of  the  firing;  stu%  fcnia  mass  of  ruin  b 
capable  of  harboring  a  aumberof  the  enemy,  who  ma]  i  I  do  tl 
hold  until  expelled  by  the  bayonet,  which,  in  the  order  of 

things,  will  devolve  on  our  eomrad< ■-  ashore. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  81 

Last  evening  the  schooner  Ward  came  down  from  Murrell's  Inlet, 
and  reported  the  capture  of  an  officer  and  9  men  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  who  were,  no  doubt,  annoyed  by  the  presence  of  the  schooner 
and  her  endeavor  to  prevent  some  effort  to  run  in  or  out.  I  shall 
dispatch  a  gunboat  to  stop  that  game.  This  is  another  of  the  indications 
that  the  perfect  blockade  of  Charleston  is  driving  speculators  to  the 
smaller  ports  to  get  cotton  out  and  a  return  cargo  in. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectf  ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — The  speed  of  the  Montauk  was  tried  this  morning  and  found 
to  be  improved  from  Z\  to  6  knots,  with  the  same  amount  of  steam. 
The  Ericsson  raft  will  be  tried  to-day  on  a  monitor. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryton,  TJ.  8.  Hary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Lehigh. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Lehigh, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  November  J/.,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  accordance,  with  your 
order  I  have  been  engaged  for  the  last  nine  days,  in  company  with 
the  Patapsco  and  the  shore  batteries,  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Sumter,  during  which  time  I  have  fired  from  the  8-inch  rifle  408  per- 
cussion shells  and  from  the  XV-inch  smoothbore  24  shells;  the  dis- 
tance varied  from  1,600  to  1,800  yards.  The  effects  of  the  lodgment 
of  many  of  these  shells  were  those  of  displacing  large  masses  of 
masonry  and  throwing  high  in[to]  the  air  pieces  of  heavy  timber,  knock 
ing  over  gun  carriages  and  opening  casemates.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  bombardment  my  attention  was  given  almost  wholly  to  the 
inner  face  of  the  northwest  wall,  and  the  result  of  the  firing  can  be  easily 
seen  by  the  naked  eye.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  October  the 
flag  on  Fort  Sumter  was  shot  away  by  the  shore  batteries;  a  short 
time  after  two  flags  were  raised,  very  near  each  other;  the  rifle  was 
then  directed  to  the  flags,  and  at  the  third  fire  both  flags  were  shot 
away  (Lieutenant-Commander  Phythian  had  this  pleasure].  On  the 
4th  November  my  attention  was  given  to  the  northeast  race  of  the 
fort;  at  the  angle  at  which  I  was  firing  I  found  that  the  shell  glanced 
from  the  face,  doing  but  little  damage;  after  having  fired  a  few  shell 
at  the  fair  face,  and  finding  that  they  would  not  lodge,  I  then  directed 
the  fire  to  the  angle  of  the  same  face  nearest  Cunmiing's  Point,  which 
was  already  somewhat  broken;  at  this  point  I  found  that  the  shell 
lodged.  I  then  continued  the  fire  at  this  point  with  very  fine  effect, 
knocking  down  tons  of  masonry  and  exposing  the  deck  of  a  new  case- 
mate. After  I  had  made  a  lodgment  for  the  shell  at  this  part  of  the 
wall,  I  inclined  the  fire  gradually  to  the  right,  and  succeeded  during 
the  day  in  cutting  into  tne  wall  for  about  30  feet  along  its  fair  (or 
northeast)  face. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  31,  Battery  Beauregard  opened  on  this 
ship  and  the  Patapsco  (firing  six  shots),  doing,  however,  little  damage, 
one  shot  cutting  away  half  of  the  pennant  staff  of  the  Lehigh  and  a 

N  w  r — vol  16 6 


82 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


shell  exploding  on  the  after  part  of  the  decks.     I  enclose  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  firing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 
Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Summary  of  *hot*  Jireil  hu  (he  V.  K  ironclad  Jjehiyh  at  Fort  Sumter. 

RIFLE.  H-INCH  I'AKROTT. 


October  Iff  .. 
October  2S . . 
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November  1 . 
November?. 
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'  Number 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cilley,  U.   S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Catakill, 
regarding  picket  duty  performod  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 
Off  Morris  Island,  Norcmbcr  7,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
picket: 

In  going  toward  our  station  on  the  night  of  the  5th,  this  vessel 
grounded  at  <5.40  p.  m.  about  250  yards  to  the  southward  and  eastward 
of  Wagner  buoy,  having  14  and  15  feet  of  water  all  around,  and  the 
least  water  obtained  by  sounding  around  the  vessel  in  a  boat  was  13 
feet,  which  was  about  a  length  from  our  position  toward  Fort  Wagner. 
We  appeared  to  be  hung  in  the  tenter  of  the  ship,  as  we  would  swing  12 
or  15  points  from  the  northward  to  east  and  southward.  I  made  gen- 
eral signal  1<>.  and  two  tugs  came  to  my  assistance.  They  pulled  and 
tujrged  without  avail  until  after  10  p.  in.,  when  suddenly  we  shot  off 
and  were  afloat.     Left  a  small  buoy  to  mark  the  shoal. 

Took  my  station  on  the  advance  and  observed  nothing  of  importance 
during  the  night.  About  4  a.  in.  yesterday  placed  a  shot -plug  buoy  in 
',i  fathoms  of  water  as  near  the  elbow  you  directed  my  attention  to  as 
possible.  Sent  two  boats  in  the  morning  to  examine  and  find  the  exact 
spot  we  touched;  were  unable  to  find  less  than  14  feet  of  water.  I 
think  we  grounded  on  some  old  wreck  and  it  was  so  worm-eaten  that 
we  crushed  it  level  with  the  bottom.     The,  small  buov  remains  there. 
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Yesterday  at  12  got  underway,  ran  up  and  anchored  about  1,400  yards 
from  Sumter,  and  opened  tire  with  the  Xl-inch  gun;  at  the  21st  dis- 
charge shot  away  the  flagstaff.  Our  firing  was  very  effective,  and  our 
shell  all  exploded  well.  A  one-gun  battery  on  James  Island  fired  four 
shots  at  us,  two  of  them  falling  short  about  40  yards,  and  two  passed 
over  us,  striking  the  water  about  20  yards  from  us.  Observed  many 
workmen  employed  on  Moultrie  and  Beauregard  and  taking  down  roof 
of  Moultrie  House. 

Last  night  another  boat  went  to  plant  the  upper  elbow  buoy.  It  was 
hailed  and  chased  back  by  a  picket  boat  from  Sumter,  twice. 

The  boat  went  in  to  3  feet  water  and  about  300  yards  from  Sumter; 
they  could  distinctly  hear  conversation  and  whistling  in  the  fort,  and 
a  noise  like  hammering.  A  small  steamer  was  observed  picketing  just 
inside  the  fort.  The  enemy's  picket  boat  when  approaching  the  fort 
or  the  steamer  would  flash  her  light  once.  It  seemed  to  be  a  large, 
double-banked  boat 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Greenleaf  Cilley, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding  Catdkill. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  firing  at  Fort  Sumter  from  the  IT.  8.  ironclad  Hon  tank,  November  9,  1863. 
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Wind   from   N.   W. 
fresh.    Fort  Slimier 
bearing   W.  S.    W. 
Ceased    firing    5.30 
and  got  underway. 

Rcspectfullv  submitted. 

G.  C.  Wiltse, 
LiuittiHint  and  Kxtcutive  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis. 

Com  mi. Hiding. 


Report  of  Commander  Stevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Fatapseo. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Patai'sco, 
Off  Morris  Mind,  November  10,  1S63. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  report  of  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  we  have  fired  from  this  vessel  !)(>  rifle  pro- 
jectiles at  the  fort,  of  which  3  were  defective,  82  struck  the  fort,  and 
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1 1  missed.  From  the  XV-inch  gun,  22  20-second  fuzed  shell  have  been 
tired  at  the  same  object,  of  which  16  struck  the  fort  and  6  missed. 
I  hiring  all  the  time  we  have  been  engaged  there  have  been  573  shells 
lired,  of  which  515  wore  from  the  rifle  guns,  of  which  number  413 
M ruck  the  tort,  i'7  were  defective,  and  133  missed. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commander. 
Hear  Admiral  A.  A.  Dahixjren, 

(  'oiiiiihukIIiuj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Moid 


Report  or  Lieutenant-Commander  Davii,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  I.  Montank. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Montauk, 
Off  Morris  Inland,  November  10, 1863. 
Sin:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  on  picket  duty  in  this 
\  ewiel  the  past  fort}* -eight  hours  nothing  new  or  strange  was  observed 
mi  I  tut  part  of  the  enemy. 

hrift  was  seen  coming  out  with  the  ebb  tide — an  old  boat  raft  and 
buoy.  Large  uumliers  of  negroes  are  still  employed  on  Fort 
ilt  rie  and  other  works  on  Sullivan's  Island. 
\\\  signal,  opened  on  Fort  Sumter  yesterday  afternoon  with  Xl-inch 
vim  Out  of  tifi  shell  tired,  21  hit  the  object;  distance,  1,600  yards. 
The  enemy  threw  4  mortar  shell  from  Moultrie,  but  none  came  near 
tit  They  also  used  musketry;  one  shot  fell  close  by  the  ship.  The 
viftUiico  was  about  1,1 -00  yards. 

I  lia\  e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

tfoHx  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Uimm    Vdmiral  J,  A.  Daiilgrkn.  U.  S.  Navy, 

i  i"n  nui  ml 't'ni/  South •Atlantic  Blnchodiiuj  Squadron. 

\\w-\  this  day  BO  10-second  Xl-inch  shell  at  Sumter,  range  1,600 
\.k\\X-  making  '-'<»  hits;  and  one  10-second  shell  at  Moultrie,  range 
VWxnuk 


Kktrmit  from  diary  of  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

,Il»4\\<  A-"  Ueneral  (i  ill  mo  re  came  on  board  about  2  o'clock. 
MN|ks'*»H  ***lli*Hj  on  any  topic  almost.  Said  he  had  no  business  in  view; 
f.s»k  n  *  iV^i  »»♦!  Wtt>  ou*  m  less  tnsln  na^  aw  hour.  He  remarked  that 
li«-  NyM  \ss  ivy  range  on  Sumter  to-day.  I  answered  that  on  hearing 
m  N  WlAft  ttu*  lookout  I  had  ordered  two  monitors  with  rifle  cannon 
h*  ie*wt*f 

i\\f,>K-  t*.     Wagner  and  Gregg  firing  rapidlv  at  Sumter.     Have 

not  mutty  HWoh  impression  yet,  only  inereascd  the  old  damage  a 

trftml  *tWii     tftw  heal i  »»f  rubbish  at  the  gorge  looks  invincible,     xhe 

/'iffftiifcv  *WI  I*  Man  seem  to  do  better  on  the  southeast  face,  for 

thiaitfh  tho\  W*W  tuit  two  rille  cannon,  yet  there  the  wall  is  perpen- 

'fiunWN  h«^  iW  !»f  debris  which  falls,  and  1  imagined  I  could  see  the 

«\m*!f»»H0e.     ft  **  |H**  |,,,s.v  to  overcome  the  immcn»e  mass  of  such  a 

fttlil     vn ^>-  WUskot ry  was  fi red  from  Sumter,  and  eame  into  liattery 

tw*H  w\S«l  JMW  to  anyone. 

/ 
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Aboul  ii"""  POwed  out  to  the  i  and  .steamed  up 

Sumter.    The  shore  batteries  going  briskly,  and  had  been 
ftrinj  ill  night.    The  two  monitors  (with  rifle  cannon)  were  in 

plai  unmerfng  away.     The  effect   rn 

on  of  the  -hore 
outbeasl  dm  e  was  breached  n< 
army  noticing  this,  vrere  now  aiming  that  way  with  the 
nee  (hat  while  ours  struck  d  fa  if.  their  shot  took  it  endwi 
TIm  -re  is  immense  endurance  in  snoh  a  mass  of  masonry,  and  the  ruins 

may  serve  a-  shelter  to  many  men. 

Odohf  -"■*■  -Went  np  tin-  ehaanel  In  a  tug  to  look  at  Sumter,  men 
changed  to  the  Catekiu,  and  went  to  about  8,000  yards  from  Sumter. 
This  was  about  noon,  and  the  Pdtapsco  and  /.■/>'  just  taking 

theti  •■  remains  as  befoi         I     • 

in  like  condition  :  the  Ins  hai  >■ 

crumbled  into  a  slope  nearly  as  high  as  was  the  wall.    The  northeast 
met  some  Bevere  mark-,  hut  its  general  form  remains.    The 

e  batteries  are  pounding  away  steadily,  and  Greg  at  it  all 

ee  wliat  a  battering  such  a  work  can  endure. 
Odtob  I  went  aptbe  channel  in  the  >■  <l<»t  higher  than 

usual,  -av  up  to  Waj  '  kkill  had  joined  the  !'■''•< 

and  and  all  I  re  fixing  at  Sumter,  which,  bl  tlie  way.  is 

ip  than  yesterday,  and  1  fancied  the  nurthcast  wall  had  an 

I  i  nation  outward.    The  i  ten  wai  rery  fine,  aol  clear  or  distinct,  but 
que.     The  smoke  from  the  monitors  would  drift  down  with 
(he  wind  across  the  fort. 

n,(,,f),  >■  ■'•!.---  Went  ap  about  noon  in  the  gunboat  Ottawa  to  examine. 
Sumter.      An  advance  oi  Iny;  the  southeast    front 

mux  ge  as  before;  northeast  face  disfigured,  but  retains 

q;  north  at  looks  to  he  breached,  southwest    front   not 

ble.     1  was  as  far  ap  as  the  Wagner  buoy.    The  •  '  and 

TV  Well,  seaiveh    missing.      The    flag    pole    (at    ,-outh- 
fthot  away  twice,  once  bj   I.<liigh.     A  man  got  out  on  the 
I  and  out  it  0 

came  in  from  the  C\mandaigua.     He  agreed 
entirely  with  roe  as  to  active  operations  inside. 

I  went  down  to  see  I  Gillmore  at   bis  new  headquarters  on 

lj  Island.     Found  that  he  had  intended  to  stop  and  see  me,  but 

mier  was  then  out  in  the  channel.     Said  he  had  been  up  to 

Gregg,  bat  was  doubtful  about  an  assault;  that  it  might  cost  men. 

Would    like  to  know  if   the  Ciovernment  desired   active  operations 

inside.    WasatalosSi    Would  I  rith  the  monitors^    Admitted 

their  work,  particularly   the  XV  in<  b,  which  he  said  was  equal  to  a 

•  ;'  his.     Finally  it  was  agreed  that  he  would  come  i  ■   ee  dm  in 

the  morning,  and  we  would  decide.     I  think  the  general  begins  to  see 

thai  the  business  is  not    done  yet.      He  said  he  had  worn  (Hit  his  guns. 

Month  Kine,  clear  weather.    (General  Gillmore  came 

alongside  about  1"  o'cl<  sing  to  Morris  Island.     Said  be  was 

ner  to   look  at  Sumter.     Would  I  go  alongl     Yes. 
opped  foi  General  Seymour.     Wind  rising  and  irerj  -u  >ng. 

o    firing.     A  gui  tonally  from 

[ner.    Walked  through  it  with  the  generals.     Bombpro 
nahh   and  ver}  extensive.     I^eft,  and  stopped  in  tent  of  Seymour, 
where  we  three  discussed  the  question,     beymour  was  up  ami  down 


siting  the  eitj   o 
podtive,  but  ootud  &  ained.     Could  not 

more  than  |.0,00i i.  which  would  not  bold  nod  west 

Johnson      I  sai    '■■  (monitor  ■••;nly, which 

ild  be  About  the  i*en  monitors  about  the  lOthof 

Deeemb  r,      I  In    for i   was  n    risk,  the  latter  was  not.     GUlmorc 

wne  doubtful  ahonl  an  assault;  might    bo  rej  and  finally 

elude         pound  away  for  a  day  or  two.     Th<  nearly  usrid  up. 

Was  going  to  mount  one  or  two  smo<  a1  Qrogg. 

Went  up  late  t<>  look  at  Sumter:  it  goes  gradually. 
.V<"  Trying  to  ii.\  Ericsson's  torpedo  raft  on  a  monitor, 

Needi  smooth  water  for  it.     Received  four  new  m  the  i 

Sowery 

continuous  at  Sumter  from  shore 
Tin  I  up.     The  011I3  0        al    eature  !< 

northeast  face,  the  rest  is  b  pue  of  rubbish. 

1  n.  ihr  first  since  it  n  lb  out  ait  >■  on  31st     Aloultri 
lot  Johnson. 

1         a  torpedi  eld  600  ]  k 

of  powder;  Immersed   18  feet     I   wt    standing  on  my  steamer 
yard  not  Its''  not 

!•.  were  leas  than  that  of  the  can 
mile  off.    The  column  of  water  was  by  no  means  great,  and  1 

I  was  not  hurt.     In  fact  it  was  immersed  too  much,  and  that 

a  very  hi  1  will  deaden  the  effe<  >ftf00poui 

of  powder. 

firing  very  little  at  Sun 
.\'"<  Batteries  firing  leisurerj  at  Sumter.     .'>■  opped, 

from  New  York.  November  4.     Captain  Annum  returned  in  her  with 
1  in  Navy  Department  of  Novembers. 

atteries  firing  very  little.  Jter- 

from  repairs  at  Pent  Royal    Sent  down  the   OaUk&l  t««  dean 
"ii. 

Shore  batteries  fired  mortars  at  Sumter  by  1 
vitv  little  by  day.     dtontotttl  fired  86  2Q-inoh  in  the  afternoon. 


Abstract  logi  of  the  U.  8.  steamers  Sonoma.  Fstapsco.  C&tskill.  Montank,  Lehigh.  Commodore 
McDonough,  ami  mortar  schooner  C.  P.  Williams. 

u.  s. 

At  8  p.  m.  pot  and  up  channel 

to  within  1,800 yard  it  Sumter,  beat  to  quarters,  and  cleared 

ship  for  action.     \t  8:30  dropped  starboard  anchor  and  fired  8  shots 
from  port  battery  and  pivots  at  Sumter,  Fort  Moultrie  in  the  mean 
time  firing  2  shells  over  us.     At  4  weighed  and  stood  out  over  the 
bar  for  our  station. 

i    S.  S 

'  >. — At  1  ii.  tii.  th  .sun  Mnris  Island  opened 

brt  Sumter,  the  rebel  batteries  on  James  and  Sullivan  -  returning 
the  fire.     At  B  the  closed  in  and  opened  fire.     At  M:  45  got 

underway  and  iteamed  bo  Sumter.     At  4:80  went  toquarta 

the  harbor.     Ai  wed  down  and  fired  rifle  at  Sum- 
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ter,  range  about  1,800  yards.  Continued  steaming  slowly,  Keeping 
within  range  of  Sumter.  Continued  tiring  rifle  and  XV-ineh  guns 
as  rapidly  as  possible  at  the  fort,  while  no  snots  were  fired  at  us  from 
any  of  tie  rebel  batteries.  At  5  anchored.  At  5:05  got  underway, 
steaming  slowly,  keeping  within  range  of  Sumter,  firing  rifle  and 
XV-ineh  guns  as  often  as  possible;  made  several  excellent  .shots.  At 
6:50  anchored  ahead  of  the  Ironxid*!*.  Expended  during  the  action  13 
rifle  Schenklo  shell,  1  rifle  solid  shot,  1  XV-ineh  solid  shot,  and  3 
XV-ineh  shell  and  loaded  rifle  with  Schenkle  percussion  shell  and 
XV-ineh  with  grape. 

October  27. — From  8  to  meridian:  At  9:50  steamed  up  toward  Fort 
Moultrie  in  company  with  the  Lehigh.  At  11:10  opened  fire  on  Fort 
Sumter  with  rifle  at  a  distance  of  i,800  yards.  The  vent  of  the  rifle 
was  stopped  and  the  cap-square  l>elt  broken  at  the  first  fire.  At  11: 35 
the  Lt-iiiqh  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter.  From  meridian  to  4:  At 
12:45  hacl  cleared  the  vent  of  the  rifle  gun  and  recommenced  tiring  at 
Fort  Sumter.  At  1:40  fired  the  XV-inch  gun.  At  3:30  ceased  firing, 
got  underway,  and  steamed  out  of  range,  having  expended  during  the 
action  43  150-poundcr  rifle  Schenkle  shell,  1  solid  rifle  shot,  and  2 
XV-inch  shell. 

Octtibep  28. — From  8  to  meridian:  At  9:15  got  underway  and  stood 
toward  Fort  Sumter.  At  9:40  opened  fire  with  rifle  gun  upon  Fort 
Sumter.  At  10:11  the  Lehigh  anchored  near  us  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  fort,  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  also  firing  slowly  upon  Fort 
Sumter  and  occasionally  replying  to  the  batteries  upon  James  and 
Sullivan's  islands.  From  meridian  to  4:  At  4  ceased  tiring  and  got 
underway,  having  expended  during  the  action  14  XV-inch  shell,  60 
rifle  Schenkle,  8  rifle  Parrott,  and  1  solid  rifle  shot. 

October  29. — From  meridian  to  4:  At  12:50  anchored  near  Cum- 
ming's Point.  At  12: 55  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  at  a  distance  of 
1,500  yards.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Lehigh  anchored  near  us  and  also  opened 
fire  on  the  fort.  Our  batteries  were  briskly  engaging  those  of  the 
enemy  on  James  and  Sullivan's  islands,  who  replied  quite  briskly.  At 
4:30  ceased  firing  and  got  underway.  At  5:05  came  to  anchor  near 
the  Ironmdex.  Expended  during  the  action  50  rifle  Schenkle  shell,  6 
Parrott  shell,  and  4  Parrott  shot. 

October  SO. — Off  Morris  Island.  From  meridian  to  4:  At  12:11 
anchored  off  Cumming's  Point.  At  12:16  opened  fire  with  our  rifle 
gun  on  Fort  Sumter  at  a  distance  of  1,500  yards.  The  Lehig h  anchored 
near  us  and  opened  .fire  on  the  fort.  At  1 :  22  opened  tire  with  our 
XV-inch  gun.  Our  batteries  on  Morris  Island  kept  up  an  effective 
fire  on  Fort  Sumter,  rebel  batteries  on  .lames  and  Sullivan's  islands 
replying  slowlv.  From  4  to  6:  At  4:07  carried  away  the  elevating 
screw  oi  the  XV-inch  gun  and  replaced  it  with  a  new  one,  ceased  firing 
the  XV-inch  gun.  At  5:05  ceased  tiring  and  beat  the  retreat.  At 
5:18  got  underway  and  stood  down  toward  the  fleet.  At  5:50 
anchored.  Expended  during  the  action  68  rifle  Schenkle  shell  (percus- 
sion) and  7  X  V -inch  shell. 

November  1. — From  meridian  to  4:  At  12:15  steamed  up  toward 
Fort  Sumter.  At  12:50  opened  tire  on  Fort  Sumter  with  our  rifle 
gun  at  a  distance  of  1,800  yards.  At  1:24  tired  our  XV-inch  gun 
and  continued  to  fire  at  intervals  during  the  afternoon.  At  1:53  the 
fla^  on  Fort  Sumter  was  shot  away  by  our  battery  on  Cumming's 
Point.     Batteries  on  Morris  Island  tiring  on  Sumter  with  good  effect. 


SS 


ill    A1LAM  KADLNU    -ji   IDB 


Batteries  on  Jan  Sullivan's  islands  (rebel)  firing  &< 

shot.     Prom  i  to  B    Continued  Brio  i  with  i 

Ai  5:80  got  anden  •  ■<-.  having  upended 

log  tin  day  7>  rifle  Schenkle  shell  and  1<>  XV  inch    iiefli 

At  L:8S  p.  ml  anchored  oil  Cwpming's  Point.     Ai 
11  Fori  Sumter.     At  1  :."iu  iirt-d  X>  in  and  eontiooed 

toftreatinfr  'the  afternoon.    From  4  to  8  p.m. 

firing  on  Fort  Sumter.    At  5:10  a  premature  explosion  of  the  rifled 
;_■  1 1  f  occurred,  instantly  trilling  John  Morris,  ordinary 
tenant  Commander  Prank  I  in  nee.  Acting  Master  Gi  ■'.  Lee,  1 3 

Assistant  Engineer  John  J.  Ryan,  and  Andrew  Fenton,  landsman, « 
slightly  injured  by  tin-  shock.     We  then  ring,  got  un 

nud  -i-  urn  (1  out  oi  range,  haying  expended  during  th<*  action  08  rifle 
Sohenkle  shell  and  l"  XV-inch  aneli 

Novembers, — From 8  t<>  meridian:  AI   LO-48  beat  toomarters.     At 
■•_'  anchored  near Ourowring's  Point.     At  LI:  12 opened1  fire  on 
Sumter.    Continued  firing  our  rifle  and  XV-inch  guns,  on  Sumter. 
At  L:  25  hove  up  the  anchor  and  steamed  up  nearer  toe  fort»  about 
yards.  ised  firing,       t  underway,  ami  steamed  toward  the 

Beet.     At  8:80  anchored  near  the  /.  Expended  during  the 

d  M  Bchankk  BheU,  LS  XV-inch  shell. 

u.  s.  a  i 

v.  1863. — At  12:18  Admiral  Dahlgren  came  <>n  board  and 
proceeded  op  toward  Sumter,  the  Ptitapwo  and  Lehigh  in  company. 
At  18:46*  p.  in.  the  I  and  Lehigh  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sum. 

At   L:10  fired   i  Xl-incE  shell  at  Sumter  and  then  prooei  town 

toward  the  squadron.  At  1:40  the  admiral  left  the  ship  and  went  «-ii 
board  the  tug  Ootombj/ne,  From  8  to  midnight:  Gregg  and  Wagner 
tiring  on  Suiuter. 

October  SO. — JPatqpsoo  and   Lehigh  tiring  on  Snmter.     <»regg  and 
Wagner  firing  on  Sumter.    .lames  Island  firing  occasionally  at  Cum- 
-  Point. 

-  .'.     At  1 :  40  p.  in.  anchored  within  1,800  yards  of  Sumter; 
opened  fire,  using  KMMcond  fuses;  fired  the  XV-inch  gun  12  tim 
the  Xl-inch  ."»  tunes.     At  8:40  p.  m.  secured  and  beat  the  reti 

The    "PaUvpeeo  and    Lehigh    tiring   at  Sumter  also.      At   7   p.    m. 

musketry  tiring  from  Sumtei ;  lasted  but  a  bhort  time.    Closed  the 
batches  and  fired  a  Xl-inch  gun  at  Sumter.     Buttery  Gregg  tiring 
nally  at  Sumter.    James  Island  batteries  firing  at  Cumming^ 
Point. 

Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Ihitapaco  and  Z  firing 

•  in  Sumter.    Batteries  <  Iregg  and  Wagner  firing  on  Sumto 

At  2;80p,  m.  the  I  o got  underway  with  i»»'t 

jack  on  her  now  and  went  alongside  the   ■  ho  mer  I 

At  :  schooner  with  a  torpedo  on  her  bootjack  and  c 

to  anchor  astern  of  the  Ironsides.  The  Lehigh  ^till  tiring  at  Sumter) 
also  Batten  (iregg.  From  B  to  midnight:  The  Ironsides  using  ber 
oalcium  light;  aa^i  Bevarai  tugs  moving  Backward  and  forward  in  the 
ebai  mi  nickel . 

A.  Batt  [g  tiring  on  Sumtrr  at  intervals. 

A  oi  4  to  8  a.m.:   Batteri  Gregg  firing  occasionally 

at  Sumter.     At  12:05  p.  ni  to  anchor  Within   L600  vards  of 

Sumter.     At  12:30  p.  m.  opened  fire  on  Sumter;  the  Lehigh  op 
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Fired  the  XV  inch  gun  6  times,  and  the  XT-inch 
me8;  distance.  L,500  yards:  seconds  used,  in  ami  7.     From  6 
*  j».  m.:   Battery  Gregg  tiring  occasionally  at  Sumter. 

Yon  '  ■■ — From  midnight  to  meridian:  Gregg  tiring  upon 

Snmtar.     Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Batter]  Gregg  firingat  intervals  on 
oter,  James  bland,  and  Moultrie;  James   [eland  and   Moultrie 
og.     At  4  p.  in.  cleared  ahip  for  action,  anchored  at    i 
:ii  Sumter,  and  commenced  firing  at  the  fori  v\iti 
XI-inchgun,  10  second  shelL     Fired  26  shell  bj  5:80  p.  m.,  and  struck 
the  fort  -1  times.    At  5:  !•">  *  anchor  ana  proceeded  a  short  dis- 

tance below  and  anc  From  a  to  miduight:  Gregg  throwi 

mortar  shell  rapidlv  into  Sumt«u- 

21  from  midnight  to 4 a.  in.:    Sharp  firing  from  Fort 

gg  at  Samter,     From  s  to  meridian:  ( Iregg  tiring  .slowly  at  Sum 
ter  arid  Moultrie,  throwing  a  few  mortar  shell  at  our  I 
bland.     At  8:80  steamed  bo  within  1,600  yards  of  Sumter,  anchored, 
and  opened  fire  with Xl-inch  gun  at  8:60.     Continued  firing  until  5:10 
p.  m..  v  had  throwi)  80  Xl-im-h  10  second  shell,  then  weighed 

anchor  and  threw  on  w«>ultrie.  striking  near  the  flagstaff, 

c€  proceeded  to  picket  duty  and  anchored  Dear  the    IrontUUs. 
Note. —  Hie  times  of  going  into  action  and  coming  out  were  not  ezs 

ising  fire  on  Smnti 

Lehigh: 

At  i'  a.  m.  steamed  up  toward  Fort  Sumter.     At  10:30 

on  the  tort  with  rifle  Parrot*  gun.    At  8:80  p.  m.  ceased  Hr- 

fired  daring  the  day  30  peroosBlon  shell  from  BOQ-ponader 

\i  3:45  got  underway,   steamed   down   toward  the  I. 

Closed  the  magazine  and  opened  the  hatches.     Practice  with  rifle  tol- 

uised    by  some   of   tin-    projectiles    being  too 
I  gun. 

In  a.  in.  -teamed   up  toward  Wagner  buoy.      At 
10:86  a.   in.  lire   on   Sumter  witli    ri lie  gun,  but   on  account  of 

ictioa  in  the  vent,  which  had  to  be  bored  out  after  each 
ould  not  fire  oftener  than  once  in  twenty  or  twenty-fiVe 


in  XV-inch  gun  (both  short)  with  the  gun 
itest  safe  elevation.     At  8:45  p.  m.  ceased  firing  on  Fort 
ifled  shell  and  1  XV- inch  •-hell,  our  shot  tuk- 


ing  great  effect  on  tin-  fort. 

Batteries  playing  on  Sumtei  at  intervals.     At  1  p.  ra. 

p.    At  1:15  changed  our  position  and 

t  i:  in  |.  in   ceased  firing  ana  anchored.    Ourfir- 

,  on  account  oi  projectiles  (Sohenkle) 

l  damp  and  swollen  too  large  to  enter  tin-  gun 

\t   meridian  got    underway  and  came   to  anchor  off 
it. t  and  commenced  tiring  rifle  Parrott      At  L2:$5  p.  in.,  in  com- 
pany with  the  /'  opened  fire  on  Sumter  with  our  390-pounder 
rifle gnn  ami  kept  up  a  brisk  tire  during  thewatch.     Ai  5  p.  m.  ceased 
tiring,  having  fired  .'•!  iJOO-pouuder  rifle  (Schenkle)  shell. 

From  meridian  to  4  p.  in.:    Continual  tiring  all   the 
"i  4  to  s  p.  ,u.:  Firing  at   Fort  Sumter.     At  B : 80  ceased 
tiring;    anchored  mar    Wagi  1    *»'■•   rounds  of  car- 

shell  (percussion  Schenkle). 
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JViWHihrf  J.—  At  1  anchored  in  range  on  Sumter  and  commenced 
tiring.     Ceased  at  5:45  p.  in. 

Jlrwemher  #. — At  0:30  made  fast  to  the  ammunition  brig,  taking  in 
powder.  At  12:15  p.  ro.  cast  off  from  the  ordnance  schooner  and 
steamed  up  toward  Sumter,  and  at  1:43  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  and 
opened  fire  with  200-pounder  rifle  gun  on  Sumter;  also  fired  shots  from 
AV-ineh  gun  during  the  watch. 

Naveitiher  3. — From  8  to  meridian:  At  11: 45  cleared  ship  for  action. 
From  4  to  S  p.  m. :  At  5: 15  ceased  firing. 

November  \. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Steamed  up  in  range  of 
Sumter  and  commenced  firing  rifle  and  XV-inch  guns.  At  5:30 
ceased  firing. 

Noi'i'iiibcr  5. — At  1:10  p.  in.  opened  fire  on  Sumter  with  both  our 
guns  and  continued  firing  during  the  watch.  Continued  firing  until 
5: 15,  then  hove  up  and  proceeded  down  the  harbor. 

Noi'tnibcr  6. — At  11  a.  in.,  called  all  hands,  cleared  ship  for  action, 
got  underway,  and  steamed  toward  Fort  Sumter.  At  12: 30  opened 
on  Fort  Sumter  and  continued  tiring  until  3:30:  hove  up  anchor;  at  4 
came  to  anchor. 

Noi'etnh'r  S. — At  3  p.  m.  anchored  and  opened  fire  on  Sumter  with 
XV-inch  gun,  Continued  firing  until  5:30,  At  5:15  admiral  came 
on  board:  at  5:30  up  anchor,  proceeded  down,  and  anchored  off  Wag- 
ner buoy. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonmujh: 

Ocfob, ./■  J7,  1S6 J. — At  5:30  p.m.  opened  tire  with  two  50-pounder 
rifles  at  a  battery  on  .lames  Island;  also  on  Seccssionville.  At  6: 30 
ceased  firing. 

U.  S.  schooner  C  P.    WilNtiw*; 

Octoh,  /• .//.  I.SO'J. — At  S:  15  a.  m.  the  Murblehcad  took  us  in  tow  and 
proceeded  to  Seeessionville  Creek  and  anchored.  Called  to  quarters 
and  commenced  shelling  the  woods.  Discharged  28  rounds  from  32- 
pounder,  27  rounds  from  Parrott  rifle,  and  11  rounds  from  howitzer. 
At  11: 30  were  again  taken  in  tow  and  anchored  in  our  former  position. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  October 29,  1863— 7 a.m. 
Enemy's  land  and  naval  forces  opened  again  vigorously  on  Sumter. 
Damage  slight.  Casualties  few.  I\y  movement  ot  enemy's  land  forces 
an  attack  may  soon  be  expected  on  Sullivan's  Island,  Pocotaligo,  or 
Savannah.  I  have  recalled  Anderson's  brigade,  sent  to  General  Long- 
street  under  positive  promise  of  returning  it  when  called  for.  Gen- 
eral Bragg  now  refuses  compliance  with  that  promise.  I  request  War 
Department  to  order  it  done,  or  another  brigade  sent,  otherwise  1  am 
not  responsible  for  any  disaster  which  may  arise  from  its  absence. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Itisjtector  O'encro/,  Itiehwond,  Vti. 
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[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  October  30, 1863— 7 a.  m. 
Bombardment  of  Sumter  from  enemy's  land  and  naval  batteries  has 
been  incessant,  night  and  day,  since  yesterday's  report. 

Casualties  very  few  in  Sumter.     Ironsides  has  not  fired  one  shot  since 
attack  upon  her  by  cigar  torpedo  boat  "David." 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  October  30,  1863. 
General:  As  a  boat  attack  may  be  anticipated  on  Fort  Sumter  after 
the  heavy  bombardment  which  that  work  has  been  undergoing  for  some 
days,  the  commanding  general  directs  that  all  the  batteries  bearing  on 
it  shall  be  held  ready  at  night  to  sweep  its  exterior  faces  at  a  concerted 
signal  from  Major  Elliott,  or  whensoever  the  approach  of  hostile  boats 
shall  be  evident.  Concert  of  action,  however,  is  most  desirable. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Thomas  Jordan,] 

Chief  of  Staff. 
Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley, 

Commanding  First  Military  District,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Johnson  Hagood,  commanding  Seventh 
Military  District,  James  Island,  South  Carolina.) 


[Telegram.] 


Charleston,  S.  C,  October  31,  1863— 7:30  a.  m. 
Enemy's  land  batteries  and  three  monitors  kept  up  terrible  bombard- 
ment on  Sumter  yesterday,  firing  nearly  1,000  shots  in  twelve  hours, 
wounding  only  one  negro  laborer.     Major  Elliott  and  garrison  are  in 
good  spirits. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  November  10,  1863—11:30  a.  m. 
Bombardment  of  Sumter  continues  gradually  to  decrease;  no  casu- 
alties since  last  report.    Total  number  of  shots  since  26th  ultimo, 
when  attack  recommenced,  is  9,306.     Fort  is  still  in  a  defensible  con- 
dition. 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Navy  Department,  October 
-.  with  the  r.  S.  bark  .  t<>  Port  So 

and  report  to  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren  01  tin-  -Hi 

cer  present  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtauta 
Vei 3  reapectfnllj .  ate., 

QlDEOfl    W 

Acting  Master  I.  A  i.r.. 

tbmmanding  U,  8,  Bark  Ethan  .1'  ton. 


mil 


Dahlort ....  /  .  67.    ^ 
DepattfMnfd  inquiry  regard 


to  i  j  itora. 

NO.  920. J  I       \'     ^TEAMEK    l'im.M>KI.l'Ill\. 

Off 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
14th,  enquiring  whether  the  monitors  oave  bee    offered  to  older  o 
cers  than  BOme  A  "inmauded  by young  lieutenant  '•.•mmanii. 

It  is  difficult,  uftcr  ><•  much  time  has  elapsed,  t.i  saj  precdselj 
particular  oircttmatanoefl  bare  led  to  tin  intmenti.     Ai 

eral  rule.  1  ed  to  avoid  giving  a  command  to  any  offieBT  if  a 

senior  were  without  One. 

Offers  •.  i  made  of  commands  to  monitors  and  declined. 

I  presonu  thai  the  enquiry  of  the  Department  is  directed  more  jwr- 
ticularly  to  the  NaAant^  whir  1 1  is  commanded  by  Lieutenaot-GoiBmander 
Cornwall,  whose  register  number  is  B4.    This  vessel  whr  commanded 
by  Commander  Dowues,  who  was  surveyed  a!  his  request  and  eon 
demned  for  ill  health  on  the  98th  August    At  this  time  the  opera- 
tions against  Wagnei  most  vigorous  and  designed  to  force  a co 
elusion.  The  next  day  1  offered  the  command  to  Commander  Creigbl 
who  declined  it,     Wherefore,  being  bo  actively  engaged,  Uente&snt 
rider  Cornwall,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Weeha  was 
transferred,  but  oniv  for  the  bime.     Having  had  no  applications  on 

any  particular  reasons  for  selecting,  no  fun 
change  DBS  been  made,  though  the  appointment  was  only  designed  to 
tporary. 

The  was  the  v.-  ommander  Rodgers,  and  he  fre- 

quently took  the  command  on  going  into  action.  After  his  death  I 
ordered  ('ommander  Sin: lVI.it  to  the  UattkiU ;  he  reported,  but  asked 
for  a  revocation,  and.  in  case  1  refused,  inclosed  an  application  to  the 
Secretary  ,      Bo  1  detached  him,  a&d  about  ten  days  afterwards  ordered 

Lieutenant-Commander  Cilley,  who  was  suggested  to  me  as  suitable. 
Mbntauk:  The  commander  was  sun.  recommended  to  go 

north  about  the  2lM  August,  at  which  time  the  attack  on  Wagner  was 
pro*  ily,  and  a  successor  was  indispensi  me 

diately.  Lieutenant-Commandei  Davis  was  transferred  from  the 
command  of  the   I 
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Besides  these,  the  Atlanta  was  declined  by  Lieutenant-Commanders 
Belknap  and  Harmony.  In  general,  I  have  been  much  embarrassed, 
not  only  in  providing  officers  for  these  commands,  but  for  all  the  other 
duties.  The  squadron  has  always  been  short  of  the  complement  since 
I  arrived.  The  vacancies  in  the  monitors  occurred  when  the  duty  was 
most  severe,  and  1  was  generally  obliged  to  choose  from  those  who 
were  present. 

1  can  only  add  that  I  shall  be  much  pleased  at  any  appointments 
which  the  Department  may  desire  to  make,  in  this  respect  or  in  any 
other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Batch,    U.   S.  Navy,  commanding   U.  S.  S. 
Pawnee,  regarding  expedition  up  Secessionville  Creek. 

U.  S.  Steam  Slood  Pawnee, 
Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  October  31,  1863. 

Admiral:  Bv  request  of  General  Gillmore,  I  proceeded  this  morning 

in  the  Marblehead,  and,  accompanied  by  the  mortar  schooner  C.  P. 

Williams,  up  Secessionville  Creek,  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  the 

woods  beyond  that  creek  and  south  of  Secessionville.     We  discovered 

but  few  of  the  enemy,  and  met  with  no  opposition  whatever.     General 

Gillmore  desired  these  woods  to  be  shelled,  that  he  may  advance  his 

forces  and  hold  them.     1  carried  out  fully  the  plan  proposed,  and 

there  was  nothing  to  prevent  an  advance  of  our  forces;  but  should 

there  be,  I  shall  at  once  open  on  the  woods,  but  I  anticipate  no  difficulty. 

1  am  happy  to  report  all  quiet  in  the  Stono. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  -Squadron,  off  Charleston;  S.  C. 


Extract  from  report  of  Acting  Master  Dutch,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  October  31,  1863. 
Sib: 

*  »  #  *  »  *  * 

The  ship  is  now  deficient  in  complement  1  acting  master's  mate,  3 
seamen,  8  ordinary  seamen,  and  3  landsmen. 

I  have  stationed  the  schooner  Wild  Cat,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
[William]  Nelson,  with  7  men,  in  Ashepoo  River,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  above  the  ship.     As  this  point  commands  a  view  of  the  river  6  or 
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7  miles,  it  will  give  us  timely  notice  in  case  an  enemy  should  approach 
from  that  direction.  The  schooner  is  armed  with  a  24-poundcr  how- 
itzer and  6  Enfield  rifles. 

*  #  »  »  *  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  C.  Dutch. 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Syuadron. 


Ri'jMti't  of  Rvar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  t$.  Nary,  regarding #tej>*  taken 
for  uncaring  information  relative  to  Union  prisoners. 

No.  221.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  November  A  1863. 
Sir:  Conformably  to  your  directions,  a  request  was  addressed  to 
Lieutenant  Preston,  now  a  prisoner  of  war,  asking  him  to  give  the 
information  desired  by  the  Department  in  regard  to  our  officers  and 
men  now  held  as  prisoners.  A  flag  of  truce  passed  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
but  no  answer  is  yet  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgken, 
Rmr-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington*  I).  C. 


JirjM'rt  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival 

of  certain  •cvHsels, 

No.  222.]  Fla(;-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

(>ff  Morris  Ixland,  November  1,  1SG3. 
Sir:  The  Larkspur  (tug)  has  arrived  out,  and  is  exceedingly  accept- 
able; the  Sanford  also  came  in  'yesterday  with  ordnance  stores,  and 
>>cing  without  further  orders  than  to  report,  I  shall  put  heron  general 
duty  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Department.  The  squadron  has 
lost  the  services  of  the  Madgie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  ( 'omdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdy.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Carnation  arrived  the  4th  November.     The  two  tugs  are  of  the 
greatest  convenience. 

J.  A.  D. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Simp- 
son, U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  iron- 
clads. 

Navy  Department,  November  2,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Department  thanks  you  for  your  report  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
giving  your  views  for  the  improvement  of  the  ironclads.     A  copy  of 
it  has  been  sent  to  Rear- Admiral  Gregory,  for  the  information  of 
Captain  Ericsson  and  himself. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  Simpson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Passaic,  off  Charleston. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  th/i  Navy  to  Rear-Adm  iral  Dahlgren,  U.  S. 
Navy,  approving  retaliation  in  hind  against  torpedo  warfare. 

•  Navy  Department,  November  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  201,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  war- 
fare instituted  by  the  enemy  as  instanced  in  the  attempt  to  destroy  the 
New  Ironsides. 

The  Department  concurs  in  your  suggestion  that  we  mav  urge  repri- 
sals in  kind.  Every  exertion  should  be  made  to  ascertain  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  obstructions  in  the  harbor  by  such  means  as  may 
suggest  themselves  to  you,  and  if  this  object  can  be  accomplished  or 
furtnered  by  availing  ourselves  of  appliances  resorted  to  by  the  rebels 
it  should  be  done.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  are  pushing  your 
reconnoissance  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  too  great  hazard,  and 
that  you  are  using  the  best  means  to  acquaint  yourself  with  the 
strength  and  character  of  the  elements  against  which  you  will  have  to 
contend. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiiloren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdy.  Squadron,  off  Charleston, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Ensign  Mont-ell,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iris, 

Navy  Department.  Noremher  8,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  carefullv  with  the  U.  S.  tug  Iris  off  Charleston,  and 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Ensign  F.  M.  Montell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Tug  Iris,  New  York. 
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antur  Enxtuuiu,  U.  S.  Na\ 

.)/■   IK  J' I 

I  .  s.  Flagship  Philadbfbia, 

Off  Morris  Tdani.    \ 

Si  it.  LTpon  the  arrival  of  the  LT.  S.  s.  MemnfcU  yon  will  barn  over 
the  command  of  the  0  8.  S.  Flag  to  Acting  Buster  <  tartis  and  relieve 
the  latter  in  ooouoKid  of  that  vessel,  after  which  you  will  prooee 
hold  the  examination  ordered  upon  the  machinery  and  douots  of  the 
Jfem/j/i/'s  and  report  thfl  result  to  me  in  writing. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  A.  Daim 
Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloekadit 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  H.  Kastman. 

idtn'j  0,  8.  fiT.  Flag. 


Lrtti.r  fi-'i,i,    tht    8t   rrtanjofth,    Navy  '    Dal 

('.  8.  Novy*  regarding  an  admma  upon  Charlet&on. 

Navy  Department.  November  .'.  t868. 
3nt:   Your  dispatch  of   the  23d   ultimo,  forwarded    bj    Oommaoder 

Amnion,  ma  presented  by  thai  officer  in  person  on  the  81st,  and 

with  his  statement*  and  full  explanations  in  relation  to  the  obstruct] 
in  the  harbor  and  the  observations  you  have  ma  an  advi 

upon  Charleston  with  your  present  force  of  ironclad-.  I  teen  carefully 
considered.     I  I  dived  the  papers  commonicatinff  the  resnfl 

consultation  held  in  the  cabin  of  the  flagship  by  tne  off' 
under  your  conunand  and  by  you  assembled. 

The  obstructions  appear  to  be: 

1st.  A  double  line  of  hawsers  buoyed  across  from  Sumter  to  tfbul< 
trie,  with  lines  trailing  from  them  for  fouling  the  propellers. 

2d.  Torpedoes,  the  character  and  position  of   which  little  is  known. 

3d.  A  work  of  inclined  timber;  with  percussion  torpedoes  attached 

to  the    extremities  of  each,  which  is  to  DC  sunk    in    a    line    SCTOU    the 

channel  north  oi  Port  Johnson  when  your  attack  becomes  imminent 
This  information  is  derived  from  Commander  Ammen  and  i-  sot  m 

tioned  Inyour  dispatches. 

4th.   Three  ironclads,  w  ith  torjKd.  bed,  for   run' 

the  monitors  a-  tl  up  the  channel. 

So  far  as  v-»ui  information  extends,  or  that  of  your  offic  hid- 

ing also  that  received  from  General  Terry  and  Colonel  Hawley,  these 
comprise  all  the  water  defenses  of  Charleston.  There  i-  little  doubt 
that  the  hawsers  can  be  easily  removed. 

The  torpedoes  hitherto  encountered  daring  the  war  have  not  proved 
dangerous  or  serious  preventives  to  naval  operations. 

The  ironclads  of  fcne  rebel-  are  so  much  inferior  to  our  own  that 
there  i-  reasonable  ground  to  believe  they  would  be  disabled  before 
thev  could  ClO 

llie  preparation  of  timber,  inclined  downstream  and  SunkacrOBS  the 
channel,  seems  the  most  formidable  obstacle  to  an  advance  upon  the 
city.     If  this  work  of  the  enemy  is  already  established,  and  can  not  to 
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same  extent  l>c  in  ome  by  the  means  which  you  pulses, 

or  tin-  ingenuity  or  skill  of  yourself  or  your  command,  it  would  be 
unwise  and   hazardous  to  prt  against  H.     These  h 

bottomed  Teasels  are  not  tit  to  ran  ut  or  upon  fixed  obstacles  m 

ter. 

The  Dap  d1  you  u  side-wheel  wooden  steamei 

d  at  your  discretion,  pioneering  the  my  and  overcoming  ani  of 
these  obstructions.     N « ..»  unprobabrj  this  reesel  may  be  damaged  of 

;  royed  in  this  attempt  but  the  sacrifice  of  one  01  morei 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  u  great  result. 

It  \-  hat  ition  for  the  Ironcladi 

the  1  exterior  seaward  defenses  will  d.     '1  on  \\ill 

consult  with  the  general  eommandinu.  show  him  tins  dispatch,  and  ask 
him  if  he  concurs  in  this  opinion.  To  go  up  to  the  •  ity  at  greal  risk 
tovaasebs  whose  Io-h  can  not  easily  m»r  immediately  be  supplied, even 
were  there  no  personal  casualties,  for  the  mere  purpose  ol  fixing  into 
it  and  then  immediately  retiring,  would  notaocompuat  the  object 

purtwxe  of  1 1  1  nnu'nt. 

If  you  do  11  ler  there  are  reasonable  bop  -  with 

your  present  force,  the  Onondagay  the  (  ind  the   Teownseh 

are  promised  n.s  in  six  weeks  and  will,  with  the  Sangamon^  now  :>t 
Ifiunpton  Roads,  be  sent  yon. 

although  delay  is  annoying,  Eailure  would  be  more  so.    8uc< ■• 
the  iid   paramount  consideration,  and  the    Department    will 

acquiesce  in  any  reasonable  delay  to  insure  it. 
Y<  otfully, 

Qidsom  Wem.es. 

.V  '-•,/, 

Rear  admh 

5 


Report  qf  Smr-Admiral   Dahlarm     U.  8.   .Vary,  regarding  cert":,. 

command. 

No.  I'.   81   Ki.ac-S'i  i-;\mi:i:    I  'm  i.\i>ii.ri  1 1  A. 

<>f  r,  1X63. 

Sir:  I  have  already  reported  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  togs  /. 
■ 

I  will  afford  I  best  facility  to  the  business  of  the  squadron, 

h  it  was  diffict  It  to  cany  on  property  with  those  on  hand,  thei 

beinf  .11  by  continued  service  and  repeated  but  onavoid 

able  injn  I  f  of  them  needed  repairs  constantly  and 

could  n<  t  be  I  on. 

The  FUx  ■  be  in  need  of  repairs  so  extensive  ti 

can  1  I  at  Port  Royal,  and  I  regret  to  be  com* 

peOed  lo  let   bar  go.    Hie  Memphis^  after  being  a  month  in  hand. 
returns  hare  and  is  complained  of  so  much  thai  1  was  Forced  to  send 
her  again  to  Port  Koyal.     In  fact,  when  an  engine  i-  partially  worn  no 
iul  rejmir  « ill  nerve. 

the  outer  blockade  is  rather  lou  sometimes.     Last  night 
the1'  -and//"  being  ab  coal  and  repair,  tJ 

were  onl\  the   Wabaeh.  Sonoma,  ler  Blunt,  bo  : 

at  out  the  Maty  I  and  a  tng  to  make  up  me  deficiency      A 
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mow  muB  picked  up  wan  and  I  negro; 

they  bad  been  taking  in  small  inlet  <-t  North  Carolina,and 

asleep;  their  chaii  ow  drifted  to  I  from  Mot 

ti»  Friday  they  bad  nothing  to  eat;  a  « I ■  i ■  rom  eachs 

ti.in      lli    negro  I  have  offered  work,  which  lie  was  glad  to  get,  but 
the  whir  mi      -  strictly  :i  prisoner.     A-  nvitv  nuv  roed 

at  providential  oconrrence,  I  pro|*>se  u»  lot  him  go  home:  he  ib  from 
the  interior. 

I  have  also  another  prise  by  the  R 

British  subject;  baa  never  tal  oath  of  alleg 

bag  never  served  them,  and  ha  Be  maj 

iribed  ;i- 1  respectable  working  man,  and  ii  Scotch;  has  loft  a 
and  three  children  behind,  who  depend  upon  his  labor.     It  would  be 
an  net   of  charity  to  let  him  go  also,  and  might  bt  I  by  the 

British  Government  as  ai  ration  bo  one  oil  its  rabje 

In  both  oases  I  await  the  pleasure  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  a    Dahlgbj 

A'/m.'i-'i.  I  ruadron. 

Hon.  Qmson  Wri.i.Es, 

Secretary  Vavy,  Waakingtony  ft  I  . 


Order  of  il»  $>vretary  of  > »y  to  Rear- Admit  .1  Dah I </,,!,.  I 

Navy,'  gainst  the  steamci  -rsbttrg. 

Navy  Ijf.i'autmk.nt.  Xw&mber .5,  1S63. 
But:  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  eonsular  dispatches  caneetii- 
inc  suspicious 

Your  pnrtieuhir  attention  i  -  ealled  to  the  steamer  i  'tertburo. 

Her  character  i-<  ondoubted,  and  she  should  be  captured  wherever 
found  on  tie    bfgfa  BOBA. 
Vei  I  fully. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  \"vy. 
Rear- Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahloken, 

Command /it<j  South  Aikmiic  Blockading  Sjpft  tto. 


Ord*r  <<f  II  P'thlgren^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 

r  Breese,  D.  /,  commanding   f.   8.  S.  Ottawa*  to  pro- 

■!    in     Mr /-/'-  fl's    l;,l.t. 

I r.  S.   FiA'sHii-  riinjvDELrmA, 

Qf  Morris  Tdand,  Novembers,  1863. 
You  will  proceed  to  Muriell's  Inlet    for  the   purpose  of   block- 
ading that   place  during  the  sbseace  of  the  er   7.   A.    Ward. 
Confer  with  the  master  of  the  tatter  in   regard  t<>  that  place  and  his 
losses,  and  l>e  on  your  guard  against  surprise,  allowing  no  defense 
l>o  placed  on  shore  within  the  reach  of  your  guns. 
Respectfully,  etc, 

•I.    A.    DaHLOBIV, 

'dockadiv 
Lieutenant -Comnmieler  S.  L.   BbJM 

Comnvj  8.  S.  Ottawa. 
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nfs  attention  to  de)  Now  Ironsides. 

HJ8.J  \<;-StEAMKK    PlIILAM 

Ifarria  I 

mic  I  observe  it  stated  in  the  public  prints  that  the  Depar 
designs  to  build  another  ironclad  frigate  on  the  plan  of  the  n\ 

therefore  ask  leave  t<>  bring  to  your  notice  some  of  the  more 
obvious  defects  of  tl  ;.  which  now  detract  very  much  from  her 

capacity,  offensive  and  defensive: 

l.-t.  The  hfoe  plating  ia  not  carried  entirely  around  the.  vassal,  but 
berminates  al  mce  f  roxn  each  end.     So  far  as  the  protection 

of  the  batter?  is  concerned,  this  is  compensated  bj  the  Iron  bolkhead 

al  i-  carried  across  tin-  pease]  immediate!]  ontaiaetiie  battery.  Bat 
tin  vessel  h  Kable  t>«  fatal  injury  from  shot  that  pass  through  the  bow 

and  .stern,  pierce  the  gun  deck,  and  descend  into  the  lower  part  of  the 

hull.    Tin-  /,  -  struck  several  times  al  the  ends,  and  might 

have  suffered  more  Berloua  injury  if  great  oars  bad  not  been  taken  to 
avoid  exposure  of  the  ends,  or  it*  the  enemy  had  been  aware  of  her 

%,  when   she   was   unavoidahh    BO  exposed,  as  happened    fre- 
qaentlv  in  the  I  ■■nor,   by   the  tide  setting  across 

ehun ' 

lid.  The  rudder  and  tiller  arc  entirely  unprotected  when  the  ship  is 

the  fire  ol  I  irtieularly  as  the  iron  plating  is  not 

ed  around  the  -tern. 

Thespai  must  be  protected  against  shot:  Band  bags  have 

read  over  it,  and  have  answered  admirably,  hut  not  entirely. 

and. as  a  consequence,  the  deck  and  some  of  its  beams  are  much  injured 

by  descending-  shot, 

I  am  aware    that    these  m  Ive  additional  Weight,  hut 

they  will  make  the  frigate  available  where  she  is  not  now. 

•it h.  The  pin  porta  are  too  low.  and  only  admit  of  an  elevation  of 
4?  di  Urns  limiting  the  range  of  the  guns  and  rendering  the  ves- 

■  f  no  use  beyond  a  certain  distance. 

6th.  The  genera]  health  and  comfort  of  the  crew  render  it  indispeo 
sable  that  the  ventilation  should  be  improved  on  the  berth  deck.  f?ni  h 
is  deprived  of  the  ordinary  air  porta  by  the  ironelnding. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JWO.   A.    D-MII.'-UEN, 

•  ■/.  Oomdg.  South  A1  <i  Squat  I 

m  Bon.  Groxo*  Wn 

Secretary  of //„   A  igton*,  D.  <'. 


\g  /'.  8.  ■-'■''" 
Van  Smith  UoeJeadeq  ndtGeorg 

U.  S.  SCBOONBB  DAN  Smith, 
AUamaha  Sound,  Georgia,  November  6,  1S6S. 
Sik:  1  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  following 
report; 
lours  of  the  87th  ultimo  vrac  duly  received  on  the  98th.     1  imme- 
ly  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  St.  Catherine's,  according  to 
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institution^  but  was  unable  to  oomimmfoatB  with  Commander  J.  B. 
i  reighton  until  the  Bd  Instant.  I  then  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
Doboy  Bound,  and  report  t«>  Lieutenant  Commander  William  Gibson, 
of  l'.  S.  S.  8eneoo\  fmni  whom  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  this 
station  to  blockade  tbia  river  according  to  your  orders;  and,  wit'r 

notions,  under  his  present  system  of  signals,  with  a  picket  boat  at 
night,  I  feel  quite  confident  of  our  being  able  to  make  the  b 
of  this  place  effective.     I  shall  endeavor  to  use  all  precaution  to  g- 
against  any  attack  or  surprise  by  the  enemy 

«  •  *  •  •  *  • 

I  am  at  present  LO  men  short,  but  I  will  add  that  1  have  men  enough 
to  make  my  vessel  efficient,  as  ray  four  broadside  guns  are  easily 
worked. 

Hoping  tli:ir  tills  may  meet  your  approval,  .sir,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bkn.ia.min  C  Dean. 
Rear- Admiral  .Jons  A.  Daiiloren, 

■  ■/  South  "n. 


Letter  frr/m  the  Secretary  qf  the  Wavy  to  Rem 

U.  S.  N'ir,j,  regarding  measures  for  the  increase  of  en:  ,*&>. 

Navy  Department,  \'» mber  -i,  1863. 
SEE:  Your  No.   216,  of  the  26th   ultimo,  i-   received.     Your  L7JL 
dated  the  2lMh  September,  asked  for  7! *if  hhmi;  840  have  been  srnt.and 
150  will  be  sent    f»v   the  fa%  and  every   effort  will  lie  made  to 

increase  enlistments. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  you  will  be  able,  by  establishing 
recruiting  stations,  to  obtain  a  large  number  of  contrabands. 
Very  respeotfuUy, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  tl> 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilcikkn, 

Comdg.  I  tf I  n  t  i>   Blorhnli .  ■  Iron .  of  < 


'rof  Hear- Admiral  DahtgreHyU.  8.  Navy,  to  Aci Una  Master  ( 
tiSiU.  8.  Navy j  commanding  l\  S.  S.  Flag,  to proce 

totC'  U  rata. 

November ti,  1863.' 

Sik:  Having  reported  that  you  would  lie  ready  for  sea  at  daylight 
in  the  morning,  you  will,  as  soon  thereafter  is  the  prise  steamer 
Herald  may  be  be  taken  in  tow  and  the  weather  will  permit, 

proceed  to  sea  with  the  Herald  in  tow,  and  make  the  beat  of  your  way 
to  New  York,  where  you  will  report  >ur  arrival  to  Rear-Admiral 
Paulding,  commanding  that  station 

By  the  order  of  Rear- Admiral  .John  A.  Dahlgren: 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wv       BXI  NOI.DS, 

"imander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Master  ('.  A.  Curtis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag. 
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Reixirt  <>f  A'  Ut/rrn.  I 

newly  arrived  U.  8,  8.  Xipsic. 

-'•.  I  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  Not  ff,  1863. 

Sue:   I  have  already  acquainted    \  on    with    tin-  :mi\;il    of   the    tQgfl 
'■■xjfur  and  (  ,   since  which  have   arrived  the    Qtroniy 

Jonoiiil.  uud  Irix. 
These  tittle  craft  will  bo  invaluable  in  conducting  the  husiness  of 
>dron,  and  have  already  relieved  me  of  a  daily  pressure  that 
was  very  embarrassing. 

<^unlx>at  Nvpsic  also  reported  on  the  5th.     Aft*  r  seeing  her  in 
motion,  bearing  the  reports  or  her  performance.  an<l  making  an  exam- 
ination, [consider  bar  dumb  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Navy.     Shi 
very   fast    under  steam  (11  knots)  an ci  well.      Her  armament    is 

also  powerful,  the  only  defect  being  the  continuity  of  the  mainmast 
and  the  two  IX  inch  puns,  which  might  l»e  avoided. 

I  would  also  advise  a  close  odhei  race  to  the  10-foot  draft,  as  a  mat 
tor  of  great  convenience  in  many  of  the  inlets  along  the  coast.     The 
.V7  •.,,  .Iraws  1 1  :r2   feet,  though  with  two-thirds  amount  of  coal  will 
come  to  10  feet.     The  vessel  pleased  me  very  much. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  DaHLOBI 
Rt'or- Admiral  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  WsLLtt, 

Secretary  of I fie  Navy. 


Repot  t  of  R"ir-  A'i '»<> ral  Dahlgrm^  U.  S.  Navy,  recorn  r  an 

aj ,  f  'iit.ru'.  ■'■>"/  officer, 

j  Flag-Steamer  Philadklphia, 

off  Morris  Inland,  j\  tf,  1868. 

I  have  been  informed  by  Commander  William  Reynolds,  senioi 
officer  at  Port  Koval.  that  the  army  signal  officer  who  has  been  in 
Vermont  for  the  purpose  of  telegraphing  to  Hilton  Head  proposed  to 
leave  for  the  North  by  the  Fkslton, 

1  would  respectfully  recommend  an  application  by  the  Department 
to  Colonel  Myer  for  some  trained  signal  officer.     It  la  a  great  conve- 
nience in  communicating  with  the  army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Daiu.okkn. 
<*/,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Boo.  Gtjmdom  Welles, 

Xtretary  of  the  Navy*  11"  P.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Aihnirol  Jhihlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  more  efficient 
measure*  for  the  repair  of  monitors. 

No.  239. J  Flag-Steam kk  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  November  6%  1863. 
Mr.  Hughes,  who  superintends  the  repairing  of  the  monitors 
at  Port  ltoyal,  thinks  that  this  work   will  soon  be  completed,  and 
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therefore  suggests  the  disch  the  workmen,  that  he  fend  the\ 

may  ivturn  to  New  Vork.     He  also  desiree  that  the  ma 
may  return  then-.     I  see  no  objection  to  the  proposition,  bol 
it  is  carried  intoeffecl  would  recommend  thai  a  moi 
lisbment  be  organised,  at  the  head  of  which  Mr.  Griffin  should  be 
placed,  with  a  pay  which  will  compensate  b  clever  and  indu 
person. 
It  is  absolutely  indispensable  that  some  means  of  the  kind  I  a 

repair    of    tin-    monitor-    should    always    be    ut    han> 

meohanici  be  idle  at  the  Intervals,  uhi  Jh  can  be  appropriated  to  some 

•ral  work  in  their  line.     Mr.  Qriffin  thinks  that  the 
nient  can  be  put  on  a  much  more  efficient  and  economical  scale  than  it 
has  )>< 
I  will  await  the  instructions  of  the  Department  in  this  respe 
I  bare  tin-  honor  to  be,  very  reaped  fully,  toot  obedient  servant, 

JhO.  A.  Dabloh 
R>  a  'ty*  'South  Atlantic  Blockadiu 

Hon.  <iiiio\  VVki 

Secretary  of  t fit  Navy,  Washington^!).  «'. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Da  emitting  rej 

of experiment*  with  th.  -mover. 

No.  231^.]  Flag  Steamer  Philadelphia. 

Sn::  The  torpedo  was  tried  to-<lay.  and  its  action  was  complete. 
Then:  were  said  to  be  800  pounds  of  powder  in  it,  but  the  shock  ITU 
so  slight  as  not  to  compare  with  the  shock  even  of  distant  cannon. 
The  column  of  water  was  large,  but  not  what  I  should  have  expect 

raft  very  naturally  retard     the  motiou  of  the  monitors,  whether 
direct  or  lateral,  but  in  the  perfectly  smooth  water  which  we  had  (fl 
not  inconveniently;  tin  performed  quite  welL 

I  inclose  the  reports  of  Commander  Stevens  and  Mr.  Grifh'n. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully, your  \i  servant* 

Jm>.  a.  Dahloren, 
R<  Comdg.  South    \tl>i>>t;>  >n. 

Hon.  (inu:<»N  W'm.les, 

Stcr-i'  fton.   Ik   0. 

fai 

n 


[Enclonirttk] 

I    .   B.    [RONCLAD    l'\TAPSCO, 

Off  Morria  /aloud,  M  W3. 

Sik:  T  have  the  honor  to  report   ilia!  after  two  I  which 

foiled  On aCCOUnt  of  the  damaged  Condition  of  the  powder,  we  .sueeeeded 

rilav  in  exploding  1 1 1 « -  torpedo  designed  by  Mr.  Bricsson. 

I   I'lno    Qg   fixed  obstructions,  1  think  it 

like  all  that.  Mr.    EHoSSOD  un-  !■•]  take>.  ;i  complete  Tin'  slnnk 

of  the  explosion  ma  bardlj  perceptible  upon  tin 
While  1  1  nnqual  I  ed  ..  resulting  from  this  practical 

in  favor  of  iln-  invention  of  Mr.  Wesson,  1  am  constrained  to 
believe  that  for  operation-  against  ironclads  or  a  moving  force  the 
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I  and  attachment  are  too  cumbersome  and  complicated.    In 
my  op  iomethlns  inthewai  >i*peoo  which  can 

□anaged  with  facility.  and  will  not  ini  ttfa  the  > teaming uud 

maneuve;  ads. 

1  am.  sir,  votu 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

inander. 
Roar- Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLOBEN, 

8qwuir\ 


U.  S.   MONITOB  P.XTAI'SOO, 

Of  I  -'.  '  .,   Y<rvemfor7f  1S63. 

u:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  an  experiment 
ina<!'  lay  of  an  obstruction  remover,  which  was  designed  by 

In  Ericsson, 
cbetrnction  remover  consists  of  a  cast-iron  shell,  or  torpedo, 
about  B8  feel  long  end  10  Inches  in  diameter,  containing  600  pound 
powder.     Tl  rged   by  a  trigger  board  placed  directly   in 

id  extending  the  entire  length  of  the  --ho.il,  adjusted  on  the 
plan  of  a  parallel  ruler;  tibia  board,  by  being  pushed  in  contact  with 
obstructions,  will  spring  two  locks  placed  equidistant  on  the  torpedo 
-ing  an  explosion  of  the  shell.  Tnese  torpedoe-  are  suspended  from 
mft-*>  carried  on  the  bows  of  monitors,  and  held  in  position  forward  by 
two  bootna,  which  are  firmly  secured  to  the  raft:  there  is  also  atta  I 
to  the  forward  pari  of  the  torpedo  a  aeries  of  air  maasela,  so  arranged 
•  cause  the  explosive  power  to  be  expended  in  that  direction. 

V-  (i  i-    trial  was  only  made  to  -lno\   the  etreet   of  the  explosion  on 

the  monitor,  and  bow  much  it  interfered  with  the  maneuvering  of  the 

vessel,  it  was  carried  on  In  deep  water.     The  J'/tapsco,  the  vessel  on 

whi  ■' i  oant  of  the  foulness  of  her  bottom, 

only  a  speed  of  about  9%  Inn  the  raft  on,  I  should  judge  she 

driven  more  than  8  knots;  and  in  making  a  circuit 

hard  down,  it  takes  at  least  half  as  much  more  room. 

In  exploding  the  torpedo,  which  wa>  suspcndedat  a  depth  of  18  feet. 

the  shock  was  hardly  perceptible  or.  the  Patapteo,  while  tin  bodvoi 

water  displaced  and  thrown  upward  to  a  height  of  from  4(>  to  no  feet, 

reallf  fearful;  this  i.  water  waa  thrown  forward,  and  but  a 

slight  quantity  of  water  fell  upon  the  deck  of  the  vessel.    The  rati 

wa*  raised  about  9  feel  at  the  forward  end,  but  sustained  no  material 

injury. 

In  reference  to  the  effectiveness  of  this  arrangement  for  removing 

troying  obstructions  such  as  piles,  chains,  network,  and  tor- 

ii  which  it  can  be  brought  in  contact,  I  believe  it  will  be 

completely  successful.    The  three  raits  whic  now  at  hand  ean 

except  [those  for]  launching  the  tor- 
pedo overboard.  for  use  at  short  notice. 
lam.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Titos.  .!.  <  tuirjlH, 

■stunt  Inspector  kuk* 

Rear  Admiral  J.  A.  Dabxgren,  '  .  S.  Navy, 

Ic  Blockading  Squadron. 


104 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SiH'ADBON. 


Or<< 

Ann,  for  //  f 

Pow  Royal,  B  6& 

Sib:  Having  received  on  board  I  rs  (rifles)  and  theu 

carriages,  two  100-pounders  (rifles),  and  two  Nl  inch  pun*,  for  '24- 
pound  howil  I  their  appurtenances,  as  peT  invoice  farmshed 
Acting  Blaster  C  'ill  proceed  to  Ben  at  1 1  **- 
earliesl  moment  |  orwaj  to  too, 
where,  upon  arrival,  you  will  report  to  Etear-Admiral  Da^lgren. 
V.Tv  respectfully,  your  ooediest  Bervant, 

Wm.  Retkolds, 
■ 

MASTER   Bum   Ann. 


manaer  Hopkins  U,  8,  Winy*,  to  a  md  qfU 

Sen  ■ 

I*  i  :kk    Philadelphia. 

Off  Mm 
Sib:  You  arc  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  B.  irondad  Lefu§ 
will  report  to  Commander  William  Reynolds,  senior  officer  present  at 
Port  Koviil.  for  the  command  of  the  •     S.  R.  Seneoa* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobi 
Rear- Admiral^  Gomdg,  A 

Lieutonant-Commandez  A.  QofKD 

I .  S.  Ironclad  Lehigh* 


/••ij'thi  Secretary  of  t)u  W  idmiral  DaMaren^  I 

Nut''/,  regarding  the  disposition  oftfu  mar  ins  bat 

Naw  Department,  Nooeml  >A?. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  i»4th  ultimo  (No.  218)  has  been  received, 
tilling  the  complement*  of  the  marine  of  the  vessels  under  your 

command,  w  entitled  to  guards  and  have  previously  had  teem, 

vmi  will  direct  the  return  of  the  remainder  <■!'  the  murine  battalion  i*1 
1'hiladelphiit  b]  tin-  l\  S.  S.  MoMOchutetU, 
Very  respectfully, 

Gtdbow  Welles. 

Si  on  tary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  .1.  A.  DaHLORBN, 
t ,.,,.,/.;    n. ,,,//,  Atlantic  BUedg.  & 


tear-Admiral  Dahlgren\   I     8.     I  'egardmg  let 

o.  /'.  S,  Navy,  a  \m 

!,;„.  v  /  ■ 

No.  243.]  FLAG  Steamer  PHILADELPHIA, 

Off  :<),nul.    \  9,  18G3. 

[beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  blag-Commander 
nen  has  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Preston,  now  a  prisoner 


l*H    ATLANTK     BLOC  KADI  \{    LDROK. 


wiri,  Etichland  Jail,  Columta  Sunder  dole 

ptember  -l.  which  oontalns  the  i  spin: 

Tfu-  Ii-t  of  killed  ami  wounded  vm  forwarded  a  tor 

V..H  ma  aboal  tin  the  writing ol 

The  u>  has  not  I,  and  I 

ite  auth<  Hie  last 

» it  in>  -lit 
in  "  £1. 

r  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respe  I  jronr  obedieni  servant, 

•  I  no.  A.  Daetlob 

11.. -i.  Gn>so»  V 

C  Secretary  of  the  AWy,  Washington,  D.  0. 

J 


Report  of  Linateiinnt-Cointnftnder  Johnson,  U   B.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  B.  Unadilla. 


-   8*  i  kadi 

This  morning,  altout  3a,  m..  th"  crew  of  a  boat  belonging  to 
th»-  ting  picket  dut]  near  Hit-  obstruction 

prisoner  an  acting  master's  male 
>ckington,  ol  a),  in  charge  of  the  boat,  mid 

tinjr  th'  :  to  Fori    Pulaski,  w  i  I  for 

bj  the  commanding  officer,  and  will  be  Beni  to-morrow  to  tin-  provi 

dial  of  th.   department     Their  names  are  Robert  Andrews,  of 
Greenock,  Scotland;    Richard   May,  of  Providence,   EL   I.:   Thomas 
"it,  of  .   Denmark;  Robert  Conner,  of   Belfast,  Ireland. 

They  sre  :ii'  tmen,  and  belonged  to  the  rebeJ  ram  -s" 

Robert  F.  Pinkncy,  latecomman  lei   ii   the  \  .8.  Navy,  a 
riding;   Pembroke  .Ion..-.  I : » t . -   lieutenant,  I'.  S.   Navy,  azeont 
•r. 

e  men  report  that  the  armament  of  the  Savannah 
;.  and  two  'i  inch  Brook<  rifled  guns;  the  Lee  are  pcot* 

with  rolled-Iron  plating,  4  inches  in  that  she  carries  a  tor- 

pedo at  lu-r  prow,  as  did  the  Atlanta,  and  has  two  more  in  hex  Btore 
i.     Her  crew   numbers  between  100  and   LSfi  nun.  i  nry  small 
proportion  of  whom  d,  and  of  these  she  baa  recently  lost 

i  nil  by  desertions.     The  speed  of  the  Savannah  does  „,,(  exceed 

i  -  in  smooth  water. 
The  framed  for  two  ol  re  on  the  .-locks  in  Bavannah,  but 

the  iron  platii  them  can  not  be  obtained,     In  form  and  size,  they 

■  now  afloat,  and  will  nave  the  aunc  draft,  of  I 
■at    11    feet.      A   small   wooden    steamboat,    the   Uond 

oke rifle, and  one  IX  inch  Dahlgren»iB  also  In 
the  rtrei  repre  e  •  d  as  being  old,  and  her  machinery 

unreliable.     No  torpedo  boats  are  being  constructed  at  Savannah 

steamer  /.' '■.-<<!>tt>.  sti]  be  ready  lo  run  the  blockade  at 

this  point,  with  cotton,  has  been  unladen  and  convert  i  tender* 
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All  the  cotton  now  at  Savannah  la  being  sent  to  Wilmington  far  ship- 
ment. A  anal)  sloops  drawing  onlj  I  feet  water,  having  on 
board  but  4  bile  tton,  managed,  despite  onr  constant  vigilance, 
gel  through  fcfaw  River  on  the  29th  ultimo*,  sad  by  hugging  the 
shore  of  Daunukle  bland.  Inside  of  the  Grenadier  Shoal,  to  escape  to 
seaward  through  the  Qahbogae  1.  There  was  no  moon;  the 
wind  was  fresh,  and  the  sky  overcast,  and  the  position  of  this  vessel 
commauded  the  channel  of  Now  Bhrer.  It  is  reported  that  she  was 
bound  to  Nosbbd,  and  will  attempt  to  return  by  toe  same  route,  when 
I  hope  to  secure  her. 

Tin-  rebels  are  building  sand  batteries  near  Fort  Jackson;  they  have 
placed  torpedoes  about  th<>  obstructions,  which  consist  of  heavy  piles, 
entirely  closing  the  river  to  navigation,  except  through  an  opening  ot 
son  i  iii  width.    The  floating  battery  dtoryiskcominai] 

Washington  Grwathmey,  late  lieutenant.  U.  S.  Navy;  Pelot.  executive 
officer,  is  at  anchor  <>t!  Fort  .laekson.  Sin-  carries  an  armament  of  six 
old  89s,  rifled,  other  guns  which  she  had  on  board  were  transferred 
to  shore  batteri)  -  j  the  general  opinion  is  that  the  Georgia  is  a  failure. 

All  the  deserters  concur  in  their  statements  B8  to  the  great  destitu- 
tion of  the  people,  remaining  in  Savannah  (of  whom  a  number  are 
foreign  residents)  the  high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  rice, 

and  the  worthleseaees  of  the  Confederate  neper.    They  give,  as  an 
nice,  the  sale  of  an  American  gold  eagle,  for  $400,  Confederate 
Botes.     They  also  testify  to  the  existence  of  a  Union  sentiment  among 
the  working  classes,  which  they  dare  not  express  in  public. 

From  all  accounts,  there  arc  but  few  troops  in  and  around  Savannah, 
tin- most  of  them  having  been  ordered  to  Charleston  and  elsowh 
Commodore  Tattnall  and  W.  W.  Hunter  are  the  naval  officers  chief  in 
command  at  Savannah.  On  the  Oth  and  7th  instant  the  ram  Savannah 
was  seen  from  this  vessel,  near  the  obstructions,  practicing  at  a  target 
lam.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  W.  Johnson, 
Lieutenant- '  'ler. 

Rear-Admiral  .J.  A.  Duii.okkn. 

mding  South  Atianvic  Blockading  8gvadron, 


Report  of  Coramindor  Pinkncy.  0.  8.  If »vy.  commanding  C.  8.  ironclad  8avannah. 

Savannah.  Nov  .  [1863], 

Sik:  Robert  Andrews,  captain  forecastle^  I 1*  on     Brandt,  quarter 

gunner;  Robert  Conner,  seaman;   Richard  May.  seaman,  deserted  with 
we  guard  boat  last  night,  in  charge  of  Masters  Mate  Broekington. 

The  ofli< '  i ■■med  with  a  revolver:  me  men  with  carbines. 

About  1"  <>'■  the  boatswain'-;  mates  reported  that  he  sus- 

pected that  they  intended  I"  desert.     An  officer  was  immediately  sent 
to  prevent  th  Ion  "f  such  a  design,  but  they  had  already  passed 

beyond  the  barrier. 

1  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.   F.  PlNKNET. 

Flag-Officer  Hiintku. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hoater,  C.  I.  Navy. 

Savanna ii.    \       r  '  .  9,   t863* 
I  have  to  report  th;ii  th.-  (guard  boat  on  duty  at  the  obstruotioi 
the  Savannah  Ri  r  this  place,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Si  A. 

Brockvurton,  C  8.  Navy,  deserted  to  the  enemy  last  night al  abooi  10 
p.m.     Her  an  o!  ill'  < .'.  B.  Savannah.     Robert.  Andrew-. 

;i-  Brandt,  quarter  gunner;  Bobert Conner, 
seaman:  EUehard  Mas .  noamnn     The  offii  ar  was  armed  with  ■  revolve] 
and  the  men  with  oarbii 
About  L0  p.  in.  one  of  the  boatswain's  mates  reported  that  he  nis* 

that  they  Intended  to  An  ofh'i  n  "diateli 

pateheii  to  prevent  the  execution  of  Bueh  *  design,  bat  they  had  already 
passed  beyond  the  barriers. 
I  am,  respectfully. 

\\\  w.  Hum 

Fiaii-ttjfh  Afloat* 

Commander  .Inm.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  B.  Navy, 

<  'Imrge. 


Order  of  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Order*  aad  Detail  to  Flag-Officer  Hunter.  0.  8.  Wary,  to  fur- 
ni»h  information  regarding  Acting  Matter's  Mato  Brockington,  C.  8.  Navy. 

('.  S.  Navy  Department, 
d  Ihtnll,  Si* hmondx    '•  •*mber%3>  1868. 

Sik:  Yours  of  the  9tfa  instant,  reporting  the  desertion  of  the  guard 
l tout  on  duty  at  the  obstrnotioils  to  the  enemy  the  night  before,  has 
been  received. 

Please  inform  t he  Department  of  the  age  end  character  of  Master's 
Mate  S.  A.  Brockington,  whom  yon  report  as  being  incl  the 

boat  at  the  time.     Had  he  no  other  arm- than  the  revolver youi  letter 

mentioned  | 

The  aOar  desertions  to  the  enemy  enjoins  the  I Bfl 

<>f  great  caution  in  the  seieotion  of  men,  as  well  as  officers,  for  the 
perforn  ill  such  duties, as  well  as  the  propriety  of  having  more 

than  or  in  the  guard  l>oat. 

tion  BUgg  'If  Why  the   boatswain'*  male   you  mention 

did  ii  -ns  of  the  treason  committed 

By  command  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy: 

I  um.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jho.  K.  Mncu 

i  'ommander  m  t  '!«<■ 

Flag-Officer  w.  W.  Hi  hter,  C.  s.  Navy. 

mdiny,  etc.) 


Boport  of  Flsg-Offlcer  Hanter,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Savannah.  November S8t  1863. 
1  have  i  i  instant,  in  relation  to  the 

desert  he  oat  on  this  station  some  time  since.     You  state 

that  "The  frequency  of  similar  desertions  t<>  the  enemy  enjoins  the 


necessity  of  great  oatitioc  io  the  selection  of  nun,  as  well  as 
fox  ;  i!  inch  duties."    I  can  oof  buf  beaware  oftbe 

Importai  i-.  and  would  state  that  I  have  been  i.     Yon 

BWBfe  thai   y«»u   have  detached   from   this  station  to   Rictma 

to  the  naval  school,  with  scaroel}  an  ion,  such 

offleera  as  I  should  most  confidently  rely  [upon]  f'  nx  tkeebar- 

acter  alluded  to. 

Master's  Mate  s.  A.  Broelrfncrton,  who  bad  change  of  I 
boat,  is  a  native  of  Brunswick,  Qi  rved 

creditably  in  the  Army,  - I  oaaraoter,  and  isan  enth 

therner.    Theoffioersof  the  Bquadron  t>elievB  him  to  be  thoroughly 
d.  and  that  be  nm-i  have  been  overpowered  by  the  ow. 

bul  of  this  nothing  is  ae  yet  known  positively.  wain's  I 

Martin,  who  gave  tin-  information  of  the  probable  attempt  at  desertion 
of  the  boat's  crew, obtained  bis  information  from  women  with  wl 
h<-  was  acquainted  whilst  on  liberty  on  shore,  and  did  not  geton  board 
to  give  the  information  [though  be  came  promptly)  till  the  guard  boat 
iraa  on  Lta  Btatioa  miles  from  the  ■■'■<     a  boat  and  offieer  a 

immediately  dispatched  to  relieve  the  guard  boat,  but  too  late  to  do 
li  bad  bi  i  ii  an  pi  ictice  to  aend  two  omcara  in  the  guard  i»oat  till  the 
number  of  offiosra  became  reduced  by  detacfanw  ats  and  bu  kneee  to  too 

few  to  do  BO.      Master's    Male    S.  A.  Brockington   was   armed  with  a 
"Ivor,  the  boat's  new  With  earbiues. 

1  mil,  respectfully, 

v.   Ill  NTEK, 

Commander  .1.  K.  Miti-hkm.,  C.  S.  Nav 

nmandei'  in  ( Story* 


Report  of  Flag-Ofricer  Hunter,  C.  S,  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Master's  Kate 

Brockington.  C.  8.  Navy. 

Savannah.  ITfrc?*  J&S0& 

Herewith  is  a  tetter  from  Acting  Master's  Male  Samuel  A.  Broek- 

ington.  dated  Hilton  Head,  .January  9,  1864,  which  1  received yesl 
Mf.  Brockington  had  charge  oi  a  guard  and  a  picket  boaf  on 
■th  November,  1 B88.     He  was  douhile--  captured  by  bis  boat's  oren 

and   taken    foreihh    I"   tin-  enemy;  the   l*>at's  crew   wen-   foreigners, 

chiefly  Irish. 

1  Had  that  no  reliance  whatever  can  l»e  placed  on  the  shipped  men 
of  foreign  birth  who  are  in  this  Bquadron.  Without  an  exception,  ail 
the  men  who  have  been  and  are  being  tried  by  tin  ourt-martial 

here  for  mutinous  cond  i  English.    As  I  feel  aara 

that  these  men  won  hi  prove  very  detrimental  and  dangerous  to  our 
cause,  either  in  the  Bquadron  or  at  large,  I  deem  this  met  ia  worthy 
the  consideration  of  the  revising  power  when  the  record  of  their  ■ 
i«  presented. 

1  am,  verv  rcspectfullv, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
FUi'j- Qffict  .yinifijKj  AfioaL 

Commander  J.  K.  Mitchkt.i.,  0.  S.  Na\y. 

Ojjio  <>f  On  Detail. 
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[RnrliMirr.] 
IIll.lMN    I  [BAD,  8.  <'-.  ■>■ 

Dear  Sir:  Oo  the  night  of  the  8tfa  of  Nnvciiihoi-,  while  on  p 
duty  near  the  obstructions,  I  was  tatk*'ii  prisoner  and  conveyed  to  Foil 
Pulaski  and  from  there  to  this  plait-,  where  I  remain  ft  prisoner  of 
war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MI..     A.     BBOI  klN'.KiN. 

J.  Mat.-.  '  try. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hi/ntkk.  <  .  &  Vn  • 

Coin  i  Ajtoat)  s,n'it„/i<ifi.  Qa. 


tirport  of ' Rear-Ail !»ini<'  Dahlffren,  l     &    Vdvy.  regarding  ihs  <wn- 

"/.  of  l-'<>rt  Sumter  by  ths  shore  OQ 

No.  244.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Id"  ,  10,  1*63. 

Slit:    I    have  tin    honor  to  acknowledge  the  reoeipl  of  your  dispaldi 

of  November  -.  and  the  Department  may  !><■  assured  that  no  effort  will 
be  spared  to  attain  the  object  in  view. 

1  shall  non  anxiously  await  the  arrival  of  the  four  monitors  men- 
tioned in  the  communication  of  thi  D  'it.  which  I  hope  maj  be 
rather  within  than  beyond  the                 Bed, 

t  (which  was  to  ba1  bj  die  !'■■'■<■■■.  had  that 

•I  touched  here,  as  directed  by  the  War  Department),  the  shore 

rice  havG  continued  to  cannonade  Sumter,  by  which  the  rubbish 

of  the  southeast  face  is  much  reduced  fa  height,  but  tin-  northeast 

ougfa  pierced  io  many  places,  baanol  lost  its  general  sorb 
The  monitors  have  assisted,  until  tin-  indications  of  wear  in  the  rifled 
cannon  rendered  then  unsafe,  and  now  it  i»  necessary  to  i .  | -l:i.  - ■  them. 
'  has  arrived  from  Port  Royal  With  ft  B0W  gUB.  a  clean 

bottom,  and  general  repairs,  and  tin-  /'- «ai  also,  both  of  which  will 

now   go  i)  knots.     The    IT-  las  gone  down  fora   DO*    pinion 

and  to  clean  bottom.     1  am  told  also  that  the  damage  it  the  l> ow 
requires  further  repair. 
1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  rerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   Damlouf.n. 
tt-Admiral,  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  3lo<s  on. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

.  duty  of  the  Nary.  Washington,  D.  < '. 


1 1 . 1 '.   \ 
■r  Sumtt  \gton\  If.O. 

Fla<I-StEAMER    Pit  II  AIM  I . Till  A, 

■c.  |  '13. 

In  replv  oi  one  of  the  enquiries  of  the  Department,  on  mem 
if  Captain    Vmmen.   1  think   Mr.  Danny  (fleet   engineer) 
would  be  very  useful  near  me  for  examinations  and  opinions,  and  that 


no 
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in  place  at  Port  Royal  would  be  filled  moel  profitably  bo  1 1 1  •  •  <)i>vern- 
ii!'  nt   by  Mr.  Wilson*  the  machinist  of  the  Washington  tun 

■.!»ilit\  and  .-triil   care  for  the   public  interests  are   long  ; 
known  to  me,  and  In-  tolerates  no  abuse;  bat  his  present  b  ul.l 

be  Increased  and  his  board  paid,  as  Uviiig  here  is  n  Th< 

eminent  would  gain  largely,  I  am  Bare,  bj 
Royal. 

I  ini  in-  Department  of  tin-  arrival  of  die  Du  /'•■■»'  (No.  Is-' 

October  LO),  ami  on  finding  that  the  monitors  won l<i  I  og  onder 

repair,  and  that  no  attempt  on  the  obstructions  would  be  possible 

•  time,  would  have  dUiharged  that  steamer  as  soon  as  possi1 
but  the  absence  <>f  the  Powhatan  and  tin-  reduced  number  of 
on  blockade  compelled  me  to  retain  her  for  convoy  and  tow  of  the 
monitors  in  passing  from  this  place  to  Port  Royal  for  repair.    Thia  U 
now  nearly  completed,  and  I  anal]  than  discharge  the  Du  f\>nt. 
The  Department  sneaks  of   having  sent  me  aside-wheel  m 
Bteamar.  wnicfa  I  shall  therefore)  ^theZhi  Fbnt  is  an  Iron  hull. 

ake  toe  occasion  <>f  advising  that  the  monitors  to  be  Bent  shall  be 
towed  bj  powerful  side-wheel  steamers.    They  should  also  have  oiling 

Sufficient  <>n  the  voyage  down  to  allow  of  their  edging  ufT  in  a  gale 
and  no!   In  ing  dragged  against  a  heavy  BO 

Then'  has  been  much  mistake  in  relation  to  the  port  where  the 
large  Blakely  guns  arrived,  and  it  is  still  asserted  in  th'-  public  prints 
ilr.it  they  entered  tin-  port     I  take  the  opportunity,  th-  >f  bans- 

mining  information  on  the  subject  from  a  reliable  soum .•••■  an  engineer 
employed  on  the  Charleston  and  Northeastern  Railroad,  who  is  a 
Northern  man.  and  took  an  opportunity  of  having  Charleston,  and  Es 
now  employed  on  hoard  the  //<  ux,itim'«-  by  laptain  Pickering. 

Mr  Io\  aayi  thai  the  two  Blakely  guns  were  landed  at  Wilming- 
ton by  the  Sumter]  that  be  saw  the  Sumter  there,  and  bum  ought 
on  (he  oarriage  of  the  Beoond  gun  with  some  holts;  these  were  ordered 
back  bj  Gfen&ral  1*. earn igard,  which  order  whs  countermanded:  that 

llii-  Beoond  gun  was  placed  on  the  wharf  near  the  depot  of  the  North- 
eastern   Railroad,  was   Brad   there  on  trial,  and   Mr.  Fox   saw  all  the 
00  for  the  foundation  of  the  platform.  Bti  he  left. 

He  si\ :  i  of  these  guns  was  phued  on  White  Point  and  tired 

there:  that  it  burst  with  50  pounds  of  powder:  II:  does  not 

know  the  weight  of  shell,  but  the  shot  weighed  .  that  the 

gun  on  giving  way  Mew  out  its  hreech  plug,  which  WSJ  of  brouze. 
When  Mr.  Fox  saw  it  this  had  been  replaced,  but  was  quite  loose,  so 
that  he  could  shake  it  with  his  bands;  the  gun  was  also  cracked  in 
seven  or  eight  places  in  the  breech  behind  the  band  around  the 
cylinder. 

That  the  Vessel   tired  mtO  by   Moultrie  was  a  high-pressure   river 
lioat  called  the  Suntfi  r,  which  was  passing  from  the  fort   before  day, 
and  being  mistaken,  was  tired  into  by  Moultrie.     There  were  7+'>  I 
in  her,  Of   which  40  ware  killed  and  others   wounded.     This    was  in 
August. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jno.  A.  Dahloh 
Reor-Admii  tih  Atlantic  Blockdg 

Hon.  tin. ion  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wo*  U.  C. 


SOUTH    ATLJ 


111 


Uhndral  Dafu  iding  th- 


No.  U9.] 


Fi.A<;-Stkamku  PHILADELPHIA, 


Bm:  1  notice  by  the  proceedings  ol  a  summary  court  m:u t i:il,  for- 
ded from  tin' V.  S.   bark    llr<i'>i',,i;i.  Hint  a   man  v.  Q<    in,-!    to 
DC  dismissed  111.*  service. 

A-  ihe  law  leaves  thin  power  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  oommand 
ing-  officer  <>f  ■  vessel,  I  am  reminded   by  the  g  *-ii >■  of  men 

that  it  should  be  amended  ao  that  the  officer  commanding  a  squadron 
may  have  in  his  hands  acme  corrective  by  which  Booh  a  practice  ma-, 
not  grow  Into  an  aril  over  which  he  has  no  control 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A    Dablubdi, 
Bm  < 'omdg.  SovtA  AUanUo  Blockading  SfguaaVon* 

lion.  Gideon  Wklles, 

•taryoftheX't>'i/,  Wastenffton,  D.  C. 


R>l»rri  of Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  ?.    I  tntmi&mff report 

regarding  vessels  fur  towing. 

I  mj-Steamkk   PmLADELTHLi, 

wnber  /;.  188$, 

lose  herewith  a  letter  from  Captain  Reynolds  concerning 

it  ion  and  for  towing. 

The  tugs  will  meet  all  the  wants  for  oomnmniontioii  and  for  towing 

in  harbor,  if  there  is  a  sufficient  number:  but  they  will  not  serve  for 

Ina  i,  nor  will  they   supply  the  vessels  on  detached 

kadc.    'flie  Th'/m  and  her  class  have  been  much  missed;  but  area 

these  would  not  )h'  reliable  fbrtowing  monitors  at  sea.      For  this  duty 

■  !  the  Powhatan.    Since  she  left,  I  had  do  resource  but 

to  detain  the  Du  Pmi.    I  now  discharge  bar  on  account  of  the  beavj 

■  bo  the  Government    The  tugs  are  no*  rendering  exoellenl 
ice:  I  wish  we  had  more  of  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Dahlobhk, 

lg.  South  .1 

Hon.  Gnxaon  Wja 

Secretary  of  t  f»;  Zroey,  IT  »,  D.  0, 

[Knolomra.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Bui  Royal  Earbor,  S.  >  ..  Nb\  >.  1863* 

.Sir:  Your  enquiries  in  respect  to  the  unfulfilled  requisition-  of  the 
Dggeat  to  me  to  write  to  you  in  relation  to  tnis  very  impor- 
tant service  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  squadron  from  this  place. 

If  this  service  can  be  conducted  w  im, there  will  be  regularity 

and  not  much  cause  for  complaint.  In  the  absence  of  system  there 
will  be  Irregularity,  and  always  complaints.  There  will  be  full  occu- 
pation fort  v.  icra  for  t hi-  purpose.     Small  propellers,  like  the 
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TJtam,  carrying  their  freighl   under  hat  it  fron 

weather,  are  tin1  description  of  vessela  needed.    "I  ri • 
answers  rory  well  in  other  respects,  ia  deficient   in  thin,  of  ~h. 
from  tin*  weather.    The  bread  -In-  has  non  on  board,  and  all  her  dry 
stores,  will  In-  damaged  by  rain  or  rough  weather. 

With  two  propellers,  as  above,  devoted  entirely  to  can  ippHo 

on  requisition  rrom  this  place,  wn  manderawill 

with  the  duty,  WS  shall    be  aide,  at    lea^t,  to  send 
on  hand  aa  tney  are  called  tor. 

It  is  c.-itaiulv  Indispensable  to  bare  ul  Dommnnioatioii  with 

tin-  reasehi  to  the  southward,  in  order  t"  know  what  is  taking  pi 
there  and  to  in-  Informed  of  their  wants,  aa  well  us  to  supply  them 

Tin-  diet  to  brings  op  requisitions  from  nearly  aJl  the  vessels 

to  the  southward,  and  I  shouin  like  to  dispatch  the  (He&ndtr  with  i  b 
on   her  return  from  her  present  trip.     She  ha*  aa  minh  B8  -sh. 
carry  for  this  trip. 

Ver  (fully,  el 

Wm.  Eta 
■ 

Rear- Admiral  Jao    \ .  1  >\iu.on- 

(fan  A  :«k;til>mi  jSj 


A'  / 

rboU  hull-  n/. 
['.   S.    ST]    OI  (lUNBOAT  ■    IMAKUoN, 

11  oMttto  Sounds  ^'63. 

Sn;:    I    hflA         I       ,'oit    thai    rarlv   thi-   morning  the   U.  S.   iromlad 
,  Ldeutenant-Commandcr  S.  B.  Luce,  picked  up  a  small  ! 
near  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  River,  containing  four  deserters  from 
Thui        oil  battery.    Then  name-  are  John  Vine  and  Asa  Dra] 
natives  of  the  State  of  New  York-;  Lewis  \.  Drey  or,  a  native  of  M 

land:  and  Matthias  l'opp* 

They  left   the  fort  at  11  p.  in.,  yesterday,  ami  represent  that  it  con- 
tains a  garrison  of  about  900  rebel  troops,  and  mounts  14  guns,  ami 
which  are  one  or  two   Vlll-ineli  columbiads;  two  shell  guna, 

JHnind'-i  43-pounder;    one  8-incb    Dahlgron    gun;   and   eight 

Id-pounders.    Tl  .000  troops  in  Savannah;  the  poorer 

class  of  people  in  thai  cityi  suffering  condition,  owing  to  ftha 

£  1 1 j_r  1  ■  ,  ity  <»f  food. 

The  .'..  with  tin1  exception  of  the  Georgia*  and  she  is  ,.nl\ 

intend  we,  ia  the  onlj  ram  in  that  river;  two  otl 

are  on  the  BtockBin  com  traction,  having  all  tl 

plan!  finished,  but  without   platen  for 

nor  is  their  machines 

There  are  obstructions  in  the  nc  mile  and  a  quarter  I 

Thunderbolt;  from  Thunderbolt  to  Savannah  there  are  no  obstructions 
until  you  gel  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Fori  Jackson,  where  thej 
the  river,  with  torpedoea  placed  near  them. 

Ii  was  reported  in  Savannah  a  few  days ngo thai  Benei 
retreating  with  the  rebel  forces  under  his  command  from  Chickuuiaugii 


SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


113 


toward  Atlanta,  Ga.     I  shall  send  these  men  to  Port  Royal  by  the  first 
conveyance  to  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron', 

November  16,  1863. 


Name. 


Ottawa 

DaiCbing 

Blant 

HoDflatonic... 

Wabash 

Ninaic 

Sanford 

Ward 

Hope 

New  Ironsides . 

Lehigh 

Passaic 

Montauk 

Nahant 

Home 

Philadelphia. . . 

Racer 

Oleander 

Jonquil 

Dandelion 

Irla 

TT»nnlh«1 

MCDOOOUgn  . . . 

Pawnee 

Marblehead.... 

Williams 

Paul  Jonea 

Kingfisher 

Chippewa 

Mohawk 

Vermont 

John  Adams... 

Houghton 

Ironsides. 


..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

Light-House  Inlet. 
Stono 

..do 

..do 

North  Ed  into 

St.  Helena 

Port  Royal 

..do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

Port  Royal 

..do 

Petflt .  ' do 

Dnadllla I  Tybee  Island 

Nantucket j  WassawSound 

Cimarron do 

Water  Witch |  Owabaw 

Femandlna :  8t.  Catherine's 

Mahaska I  Sapelo 

Seneca Dohoy 

Daniel  Smith <  Altamaha 

Paul  Jones,  Jr do 

Stettin I  8t.  Simon's 

Braalllera i  St.  Andrew's 

Flambeau .* Femandina 

Para j do 

Norwich j  St.  John's 

Geranium do. 


Valparaiso. 
Btfit. 


Station. 


Mnrrell's  Inlet , 
Georgetown... 

Bull's  Bay 

Charleston 

do 


Remarks. 


Norfolk  Packet . 
Oanandalgua ... 

Patapeco 

Weenawken 

Catskin 

Midnight 

Memphis 

South  Carolina.. 

Wiaahickon 

Hale 

Fotunska 

Huron 


Mosquito . . 
Port  Royal. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Outside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar,  storeshlp. 

Do. 


Guard  ship. 
Storeship. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 
Tug. 


Repairing. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Distribution  of  reads  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  November  16, 

186S— Continued. 


Name. 


Station. 


Columbine ,  Port  Royal . 

Daffodil (io 

Rescue I do 

Larkspur ' do 

Carnation j do 

Perry ' do 

Conemaugh i  North 

Lodona do 

Wamautta ' do 

Madgic i do 

Flag | do 

Powhatan  I  I 

Dinsinorej i 

Sonoma ! 


Remarks. 


Repairing,  tug. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Repairing,  brig. 
For  repair*. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sent  North  on  sendee  and 

not  yet  returned. 
Sent  to  8onthem  State*  with 
men  and  stores. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Real-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  con- 
tinued bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter. 

No.  253.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Inland,  November  15,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  there  has  been  little  done,  except  in  completing 
the  refitment  of  the  monitors,  which  is  now  so  near  at  hand  that  the 
seven  may  be  ready  for  service  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Our  shore  batteries  continue  to  work  at  Sumter,  but  are  now  using 
mortars  largely,  if  not  entirely,  so  as  to  disturb  the  enemy  in  his  efforts 
to  form  cover  for  the  men  he  keeps  there.  It  looks  as  if  a  storm- 
ing party  must  be  resorted  to  eventually  to  obtain  possession.  The 
enemy  seem  to  anticipate  a  direct  attack  on  Sullivan's  Island,  inasmuch 
as  they  labor  most  assiduously  at  the  works,  improving  and  extending 
them,  while  many  troops  are  kept  there.  But  they  throw  their  labor 
awav,  for  the  general  nas  given  up  the  idea  of  an  attack  there,  and  it 
would  l>e  a  mere  waste  of  ironclads  and  cannon  to  disturb  them  by 
water.  Sullivan's  Island  can  be  taken  in  other  ways.  They  are  even 
dismantling  the  Moultrie  House. 

The  Da  Pout  has  been  discharged  and  sent  home,  as  suggested  by 
the  Department,  by  reason  of  the  expense  of  her  charter.  She  was 
very  useful  here.     The  Perry  has  arrived  at  Port  Royal. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  res-ponding  to  the 
Department- s  communication  regarding  proposed  advance  upon 
Charleston. 


No.  254 — Confidential.] 


Flaoship  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  November  lo,  1863. 


been 


Sir:  The  communication  of  the  Department,  dated  November  2,  has 
en  received,  and  soon  afterwards  I  spoke  to  General  Gillmore  on  the 
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subject,  in  the  course  of  an  interview  which  he  had  requested  (Nor em- 
ber 11).  The  letter  of  the  Department  was  not  at  hand,  for  the 
machinery  of  the  Philadelphia  gave  out  on  the  way,  and  I  went  on 
shore  in  a  barge,  when  1  met  the  general,  and  we  walked  the  beach 
while  conversing. 

He  seemed  to  concur  in  my  preference  for  attack  with  reinforce- 
ments. On  the  13th  the  general  came  on  board,  and  we  continued  the 
conversation  more  at  length.  He  was  quite  aware  of  the  advantages 
derivable  from  attacking  in  force,  and  appeared  entirely  of  my  opinion. 
For  I  may  here  remark  that  the  inability  on  our  part  hitherto  to  fol- 
low up  one  blow  with  another,  and  the  intervals  thence  arising,  have 
given  the  enemy  decided  advantages,  which  he  never  fails  to  improve. 

Among  the  other  opportunities  wnich  a  naval  move  in  force  pre- 
sented was  that  of  cooperation  by  the  troops,  which  would  not  be  pos- 
sible with  the  present  force.  This  seemed  to  strike  the  general 
favorably,  and  an  operation  was  sketched  out  which  will  be  arranged 
in  detail  at  future  meetings.  If  it  can  be  carried  out,  it  will  furnish 
a  useful  purpose,  which  a  mere  desultory  attack  with  a  few  vessels 
could  not  attain. 

I  may  mention  here  that  General  Gillmore  agrees  with  the  generals 
in  Washington  that  an  interior  position  by  ourselves  in  suitable  force 
would  compel  the  abandonment  of  Sullivan's  Island,  but  not  of  James 
Island. 

I  have  only  to  beg  that  the  Department  will  urge  the  completion  of 
the  four  ironclads. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  Doboy  Sound. 

November  16,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  get  underway  and  proceed  to 
Doboy  [Sound]  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  Seneca  in  the  blockade 
of  that  point. 

You  will  receive  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson  all  possible 
information  in  regard  to  the  situation  and  duties  at  that  station. 

On  your  way  down  you  will  communicate  with  the  Mahaska  at  St. 
Catherine's,  and  deliver  the  accompanying  letter  and  the  paymaster's 
clerk  to  that  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  A.  Stevens, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Huron. 


lir, 
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lUjun't  of  I  !>■    Camp,    l'.   8.    \'-/>v   >■■  ntctions 

regarding  tn  Hancf  di&patoK  British  and  French 

Otm  rlexton. 

['.  S.  Si-ham  Frigate  Wabash. 

Off  Charleston  liar,  S.  r.,  November  16,  1863. 

Sik:  In  obedience  to  your  older  of  the  1-ith  Instant,  1  senl  thisdav, 

at  I  o'clock,  u  boat  with  n  Bag  of  truce,  aoder  charge  of  Knsign  J.  U. 

Pegram,  of  this  -hip,  to  deliver  ii  letter  lm^  containing  diepatohee  for 

the    British  and   French  consuls  :it  Charleston,  also  a  patutage,  from 

GeaeraJ  Qillmore.  Oar  boat  was  met  about  a  mile,  and  a  half  from  the 
Breach  Inlet  battery  by  a  boat  in  charge  of  ii  Confederate  officer,  who 
refused  to  receive  the  despatches,  and  stated  to  Mr.  Pcgrani  that  hi* 
order**  were  t<»  receive  nothing  from  us  unless  it  was  directed  to  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Confederate  forces. 

J  should  be  pleased  to  receive  your  instructions  as  to  what  disposit  ion 
is  to  be  made  of  the  dispatches. 

I  Jim,  sir.  very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Db  Camt, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  an  Outer  Bloeka 

Bear  Admiral  Jobs  a.  Dahlqbbr, 
Qomdg,  South  BlookaaUng  Sguadron^offMbfTU  Island. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  ■'■>  Acting  Master  Child*.  U.   8. 

Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Acacia. 

Navy    Dki-artmkn  r,  November  16,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  carefully  with  the  0.  S.  tug  Acacia  off  Charleston  and 
report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  for 
duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tidkon  Wkij.ks, 
.v.  •r.i.try  of  N<i 
Acting  Master  J,  I  >.  (iiii.ds, 

Qy/'  I  .  >.  Tug  Acacia,  Baton* 


/i'v  Voting  Lieutenant  Brodltead,   U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

('.   8.   8.    Lodoti  7  the  seizure  of  tlie  British  schooner 

tic. 

I  .  S.  S.  Lodona, 
8ea,  hit.  N.,  Long.  77°  P'  W.,  No*  mber  16,  I860. 

Sih:   1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  last  night  seized  as  a  prize 
the  British  schooner  Arctic,  under  the  Following  <  ircu instances:  At 
•  p.  m.,  this  ship  then  being  in  latitude  88°  fir*  N.,  and  longitude 
77   W  W.,  steering  s.  s.  W.,  wind  \\ .  by  s.,  the  was  dis- 

covered on  our  |x>rt  bow,  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  standing  to 
the  northward  and  westward.  She  had  no  lights  visible  from  our 
deck.  As  she  crossed  our  bow  1  tired  a  blank  cartridge,  whereupon 
she  hove  to.  Mer  master,  James  Gage,  stated  to  the  officers  who 
boarded  her  that  she  was  the  Arctic,  of  and  from  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
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dence,  bound  to  Baltimore  with  ■  cargo  of  Ball :  thai  she  whs  twelve 
days-oat,  and  he  believed  bei  to  be  about  -7  miles  to  tb  southward 
and  eastward  of  the  Flying  Pun  Shoals. 

Her  cargo  was  found  to  be  salt,  and  the  following  papers  ware  I 
on  board,  viz:   Her  register  at  the  port  of  N 

and  list  of  her  i \\  ■ a ranee  from  Nassau  for  Baltimore,  u  hill  of 

lading  for  150  Hags  of  salt,  a  Healed  document  addressed  to  "  Kirk  land, 

<  hase  «&  Co..  consignees.  Baltimore."  und  a  sealed  latter  to  Mr.  

Jenkins.  Baltimore.      No  log  hook  was  on   hoard,  her  master  stating 

that  be  had  had  none.    Some  <>f  in v  erew  who  boarded  bar  informed  mo 
thai  some  of  her  crew  stated  that  she  had  bean  "knocking  about'1  the 
place  of  her  capture  for  several  days,  ami  thai  they  helicved  the  in- 
led  to  run.  the  blockade. 
Her  position,  course,  etc..  led  ma  to  U-lievo  that  she  was  trying  to 
(taihe  blockade  of  Wilmington.  N.  C,  and  that  It  was  consequently 
my  duty  to  seize  her.     There  was   no  other  vessel  in  ^i*^ht  at  the  I 
of  the  capture.      This  vessel  was  Unuid  to  Charleston.  S.  (".,  in  ohedi- 
enco  to  your  orders  of  the  10th  October  ultimo. 

1  have  put  Acting  Bnsiffn  II.  (i.  McKennee  in  command  of  her,  and 

taken  In  r  in  tow  for  (,'hurleston.  to  be  sent  thence,  after  BOBH  neccs- 
suv  preparation  for  the  voyage,  to  such  port  as  Admiral  Dahlgren 
shall  direct.     1  odcIoso  the  prise  list  of  this  ship. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  Bbodhead, 
.!<■/  timan&j  G  Loaona, 

Hon.  (tidkon  Wki.lk.s. 

Secretary  qf  thi  ATury,  Wiuthmffton^  />.''. 


Bombardment  of  (\mmintp9  jR».  >e*  by  Fort  Mow'!  I  tfu 

grounding  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Lehigh^  November  16,  1863. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahhjren,  V.  B.  Navy. 


No.  854,] 


li.\<;  Steamer  PBILADELPHU, 
Of  Morris  Mo  mriber  I?,  186S. 

Sir:   1  heg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  meritorious  Service,  under 

a  severe  tire  of  the  enemy,  by  certain  persons  of  this  gquadrou. 

Last  evening  the  enemy  unexpectedly  o|>ened  a  very  heavy  fire  from 
Moultrie  upon  our  works  on  Morris  Island.  General  (iilfmore  tele- 
graphed me  accordingly,  thus: 

The  enemy  have  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Cumuiinjr'H  Point.     Will  you  h»\ 

ur  vessels  move  up,  «>  as  to  prevent  an  attack  bv  l>oats  on  the  sea  lace  of  the 
posit. 

It  was  now  about  10  p.  m.,  and  1  at  once  ordered  the  monitors  on 
picket  to  move  up,  so  as  to  attend  to  this  duty,  and  also  to  cause  tin- 
tugs  on  patrol  to  keep  a  good  lookout.  This  morning,  early,  it  was 
reported  that  the  Lehigh  had  grounded  and  the  enemy  had  opened 
heavily  on  her  from  Moultrie  and  the  adjacent  batteries.  I  at  once 
signaled  to  the  ironclads  to  get  underway,  and  myself  went  up  in  the 
Pawtic.  On  reaching  the  spot  I  perceived  that  the  NahorU  was  very 
close  to  the  LMjh,  so  I  passed  her,  where  I  found  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Cornwefl  preparing  to  assist  his  comrade.     With  difficulty 


118 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUAUKon. 


and  much  danger  it  was  contrived  to  <_"'t  three  or  four  hawseri 

u  From  the  to  the  Lehigh.    1  chafing  and 

wiu'  bi   the  enemy's  shot;  the  last  one  held,  and  at  high  water  the 

Lehigh  floated  off 
With  pleasure  I  bring  to  your  notloe  tnt  behavior  of  Acting 

lign  K.  Burk,  who  waa  severely  woundea,  and  also  of  the  medical 

officer  of  the  Lemghy  Dr.  W.  Loi  he  passed  in  a  small 

i  from  the  /-.-  htgh  to  1 1  trrying  a  line  bent  on  tin-  hawser 

i  he  shot  and  shells  from  cannon  and  mortars  were  flying  and  breaking 

nil  around.    Tin-  third  time  this  service  was  performed  by  three  Bear 

men — Horatio  Young,  William  Williams,  and  Frank  8.  Gite.    These  I 

advanced  On  tin-  spot    in  their  rates.      I    have  also  given  ap|H>intmcnta 

as  [acting]  master's  mates  to  the  two  petto  officers  who  rowed  Dr. 
Loo  W.  Leland  and  Thomas  Irving. 

It  nrould  also  have  been  ren  gratifying  to  me  if  it  bad  been  in  mj 
power  to  advance  Acting  Ensign  Burk  and  I>r.  Lonjrslm^  under  the 
when  they  so  well  performed  their  duty,  and  by  tvnicb  the  former 
had  been  Beverely  hurt,  for  a  recognition  of  this  kind  has  always  been 
mors  rallied  in  military  Bervios  than  any  other.  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend them  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  with  the  observation  that 

they  risked  their  lives  to  save  an  invaluable  vessel,  which,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  sustained  no  great  dania 

proper  for  me  to  remark  that  the  few  officers  were  actively 
a  other  duties  at  the  time.     rh«  /  iircd 

with  great  precision,  and,  I  think,  with  affect,  for  their  shell 
to  me  to  strike  the   erest    oi   the  parapet  almost  every  time.     Com- 
mander  Bryson   and    Lieutenant-Commander   OomwelL    with    their 
officers,  did   their  duty  handsomely  on  the  occasion.     1  enclose  the 
report  of  ( bmmaader  Brj 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlobsn, 

II"!  r-..  ■■/>/.  South  At  hint  !<■  lUockadiii-  'ran. 

Nov-  add.  in  continuation  of  this  letter,  that  in  the 

afternoon  of  to-day  H  was  reported  to  me  that  thaZ«As?A  had  sud- 
denly sprung  lei  in  '.»  inehe<  of  win 
I  wanton  hoard  the  water  was  comin  the  how  with  some  no i 
apparently  a  foot  below  the  overhang,      It  is  impossible  to  -peak  with 
certaintj  of  the  extent  oil  this  leak  or  the  cause  that  has  produced  it. 
The  latter  would  naturally  be  attributed  to  the  events  of  yesterday, 
and  yet  it.s  locality  renders  it  difficult  to  understand  that  it  could  I 
been  caused  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy  or  by  contact  with  the  shoal. 

When  the  vessel  has  heen  heached  1  shall  1m«  able  to  report  withcr- 
tainty.     The  accident  I8  Unlucky  just  at  this  time,  when  three  monitor-; 
are  absent  under  repair.      The  iullow  of  watei  -has  now  lieen  reduced 
to  5  inches  per  hour,  and  1  am   in  hopes  that  the  injury  will  pi 
immaterial. 

.1.  A.  D. 

BUREAt     Or    Mkimiink  AM'  BctiOBBT, 

lumber  28,  1863. 
I  bag  leave  bo  recommend,  a  nition  of  the  gallant  conduct 

and  eflieii  nt   service,  urn  avi  In.  of  -hot  and  shell  from  the 

enemy's  cannon  and  mortars,  of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Loin/dhaw. 
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of  the  monitor  /  |  forth  bj  ituiral  l>ahl«rren 

in  general  orders  of  the  17th  instant,  that   m  order  issue,  giving 
Assistant  l&irgeon  Longsbaw  the  privih  nassoo; 

hie  i wo  years'  sea  service,  required  by  law,  shall  be  completed:  if 
Ful,  t hut    be   shall    rank  SS  p;i  islant   surgeon    from  the 

of  hi-  examii  nrfthout  reference  to  others  of  dm  safe  or  class. 

W.    WIIKI.AS. 

Hoi 

&r  !'OH,     I).    <'. 


Export  of  Commander  Bry»on.  U.  S.  Mary,  commanding  V.  B.  B.  Lehigh. 

I    .  S.    [BOW  i  IlltJll. 

Of  M 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  night  of  November  l.'>.  1  moved  up.  whilst  on  picket  services  to  a 
position  which  would  enable  me  to  nee  my  guns  on  any  boats  of  the 
enemy  wbi<  on  appro  training's  Point,     [anchored 

the  ship  in  3-i  fathoms  of  water,  on  i  half-ebb  tide,  feeling  that  she 
was  perfectly  secure.     On  the  making  of  the  flood  tide  Bhe  Bwung,and, 
in  swinging,  it  is  my  belief  that  Bhe  touched  on  a  lump,  and  there  hung. 
The  water  was  so  smooth,  and  she  went  on  so  easily,  that  it  la  im] 
Bible  for  me  to  say  at  wl  ■  luring  the  night  she  touched.     After 

light  I  made  the  attempt  to  gel  under  steam,  and  found  to  my  but 

t  the  ship  was  on  the  bottom.     Signal  was  then  made  to  I 
t,  that  assistance  niighl  be  rendered  me.     1  was  within  range  of 
the  enemy's  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island,  i  on  u  they  par- 

ed that  the  ship  was  ashore,  they  opened  on  me  from  nine  different 
batteries,  striking  twenty-two  times,  nine  of  which  are  wo  i  the 

deck  plating,  and  these  are  the  most  Bariousof  all  the  wounds  she 
received. 

The  .  Ix-in^  the  nearest  ship  to  me.  immediately  came  to  my 

■asistance, and  anchored  near  us.    Lines  were  proot  a  the  NaKant 

ssions.  ti;  i  away  and  the  third 

fully  made  fast.    The  Nahant  tfa  oed  ihead,  the  MorUouk  being 

Myh  backing,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  the 
floated.    No  injury  has  been  done  the  ship  by  grounding  that  can  be 
perceived.     I  regret  to  inform  you  that  while  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  there  were  wounded  i.  i  ii  men, 2  seriously, 

the  others  slightly.  It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  say  that  all,  under  these 
trying  circumstances,  did  their  duty,  there  being  no  confusion,  and 
everything  working  well.  I  would  especially  mention  the  valuable 
services  voluntarily  rendered  bj  Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  and  the 
promptness  and  alacrity  with  which  George  W.  Leland  (gunner's  mate) 
endTnoma*  Irving  (coxswain)  manned  the  boat  which  was  engaged  in 

:  i  Kfchard  Bui  E  also 

commanded  airatioo  for  the  courageous  mannei   hi  which  he 

performed  all  his  duties,  tbe  value  of  which  1  can  not  speak  too  highly. 

1  am,  i  ipectfully,  your  ooedieot  servant, 

A.  Bkvson, 
Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Pahi.ukkn, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjuadrun. 
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Oeneral  order  of  Hear-Admiral  Dahlijron.  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Flag -Stram Kit  I'hii.adklpiua, 

1H63. 

a  gratifying  duty  lo  observe  and  make  known  the  condnotof 
offioera  mid  men  whirl)  obviously  deserves  such  notice,  particularly 
undei  tin-. 

li:.  /..'..  grounded  yesterday  within  good  ran^e  of  the  enemy, 
and  during  the  whole  forenoon  was  under  i  fire  of 

nut  shell  from  cannon  and  mortars.     The  .W."/>/.  in  assisting  hor  to 
float,  was  also  moob  exposed. 

I  oan  myself  bear  witness  that  nothing  oould  have  been  better  than 
the  deportment  of  the  commanders,  officers,  and  men  of  both  vessels 
under  such  trying  circumstance.*. 

Anting  Ensign  Richard  Bark,  who  was  .severely  wounded.  U  spoken 
of  b\  In-  commanding  officer  in  the  official  report,  who  also  mentions 
an  indispensable  service  that  demands  special  notice. 

Three  times  :i  line  to  pass  a  hawser  was  conveyed  from  the  .\nfi'n,t 
t..  the  Lehigh,  twice  by  Dr.  Longshaw,  the  aorgeon  of  the  Lehigh**pft 
once  by  three  Beameo  Of  the  Nohont  Horatio  Young,  William  Wil- 
liams, and  Frank  S.  (rile.     The  latter  I  advanced  in   rate  on  the  spot. 

The  seamen  of  the  Lehigh,  George  W.  Leland,  gunner's  mate,  and 

Thomas   Irvine,  coxswain,  who  rowed   Dr.  Longs  haw.  will    )h:  also 
advanced  a  rate,  and   I  shall  also  make  honorable  mention  of  them 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  i*  all  I  can  do  for  Dr. 
Longshaw.     It  is  not  in  my  power  to"  reward  him  suitably. 

This  order  will  be  read  on  every  quarter-deck  of  the  fleet  at  the  next 
general  muster  after  its  reception. 

John  A.  Dahloren, 
Hear- Admiral,  Qomdg.  SoutA  AA Eon  tic  Blockading  «S'y 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Aaaiatant  Bnrgoon  Longihaw, 

U.  8.  Navy. 

\  \  \  V     I  )KI'A  UTMKNT,    D(  <',;,<h.  f  /,   1H6S. 

Sir:  En  consideration  of  yonrgallaol  conduct  in  twice  carrying  a  line 
to  pass  a  hawser  from  the  flfahani  to  the  i  the  latter  vessel  being 

under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  cannon  and  mortars  of  the 
enemy,  as  reported  by  Bear  Admiral  D.lilgreu  in  general  ordt  r 
the  17th  ultimo,  the  Department  grants  VOU  th    privilege  of  presenting 
yourself  for  exai  a  as  soon  as  you  have  completed  the  two  \  ears' 

sea  service  required  by  law. 

If  successful,  you  will  take  rank  as  passed  assistant  i  from 

the  date  «f  your  examination,  and  without  nference  to  others  of  your 
date  or  class. 

Very  respectfully, 

GrtDBON  Wkm.ks. 

'.V  of  irk  Navy. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Wiimam  Longshaw.  Jr., 

U.  S.  8.  Lehigh^  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  bestowal  of  promotions  and  medals  of  honor  In 

certain  meritorious  cases. 

Si  bjjcbb  Philadelphia, 

■ 
raw  \\\  d  pleased  t<>  recognize  the 

nee  oi  I  ad  men  who  axposea  themselves  more  than 

jllv  to  the  (ire  oi  the  enemy  when  the  Lehigh  grounded  under  tin* 
rebel  bal  beriee. 
Hi-  Bends  me  the  following  letter,  which  will  be  read  on  the  qnaxter- 
the  officers  and  men  of  each  pesae!  of  the  squadron  the  day 
after  it-  receipt 

li  affords  a  gratifying  assurance  tint  meritorious  acts  will  not  pass 
unnoticed: 

Navy  Depaki  rf,  1883. 

8ra:  I  have  received  your  No,  354,  with  tbeenclosed  <■ 
in  relation  U>  the  %   binding  of  th<  u   Fori  Moultrie,  and  calling  attei 

to  tli  i. -era  and  men  under  a  sewn- tire. 

The  Department  is  ['leaded  to  read  your  commendation  of  (I 
mander  Bryson,  LieDtenant-OornnM  and 

irioua  services  to  which  it.--  attention  ^  specialty 
called 

In  a  comuiu  longshuw. 

puninationase  treats' sea  aerv- 

■I '.-ted,  and  if  successful  lie  ii  to  r.mk  u  passed  assistant 
irgeon  from  the  date  of  his  enrninstJon,  ltitnont  toll  i        bis  date  or 

An  appointment  ae  acting  master  foi  Acting  Knsien  It.  Itnrk  bi  hereby  toffdasmitl 
the  appoi]  I  the  two  psttj  >rge  W.  Leiand  and  Thomaa 

i  a  masters'  mates,  Phe  Fourth 

tonavetnemci  tfa  the  gratuity 

of  1 100  authorised  by  the  act  of  July  16,  1862.  and  medals  <>f  honor  *hall  1m-  awfiJ 

Medal*  of  honor  shall »  to  Horatio  R"i  Toongi  William  William-,  and 

Frank  I     tv  von  in  their  rati 

led  to  furnish  IheDi  with  a  momorandui 

and  tin-  vi-. — 1-1-  to  which  these  persona  belong,  so  that  there  may 
io  errors  in  engraving  their  medal*  of  honor, 
illy,  etc., 

Qtosom  Wci.t.n, 

frrrdary  o/fM  Mfl 
Kear-Admiral  Jon.v  A.  Dahi/srkn, 

Squadron. 

Jons  A.  Dahlobbh, 

A'. <.>/■-. \>i., ..'/.//.  Comfy.  South  Atlantic  B 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Nahant. 

.  1863.— From  l  to  -:  At  I  Acer  from  the  7. 

board  and  reported  her  aground;  stood  up  toward  and  an- 
ebored  near  her.  At  8:46  Fort  Moultrie  opened  fire  on  the  LehigK, 
At  7:45  tired  one  XV  inch  -hell  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  ceased  tiring  to 
m  i  our  hawsers  low,  hiving  to  work  them  through  the  turret. 

At  8  ran  our  hawser  to  the  Lehigh  Rod  gave  fa  end  on  hoard,  which 
they  lost     Elauled  it   in  and  ran  it  again,  when  it  was  cut   by  a  shell 
.  Fori   Moultrie.     At  8:08  ran  our  hawser  again  to  the  Lehigh. 

and  it  w  nit  by  a  shot  from  Fort  Moultrie.      Ran  it  again  and 

succeeded  in  getting  it  fust  to  her;  steamed  ahead.     Finding  we  were 
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infill-'  dipped  our  chain,  steamed  out  into  deep  water, 

and  cast  off  from  the   Lehigh.     During  these  operations  a  beavi 

was  kept  noon   the  From    Kurt   Moultrie  umi  the  bath 

Sullivan's  Inland. 


Abetrtict  log  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  New  Iron»id#«. 

mber  W.  196S.    At  7  a.  del  Moultrie  opened  fire  on  the  L 
ich  appeared  tob«-  u-hon .    < .'<  immenccd  clearing  Bhip  for  action 
At   10:50  a.  m.  the  got  off.    Our  army   batteries  tiring  on 

Sumti 
ilv-  7'      \t  i  :i.  m.  our  shore  batteries  firing  on  Sumter. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U  8.  8.  Lehigh. 

r  16.  l#6-3.—Oti  Fort  (iregg.     At  8  a.  m.  enemy's  bat 
on  .Sullivan'-  [aland  opened  fin  on  our  ship.    At  9  chain  pai 

aoohored   near  bv.  Beni  a  boat  and  run  a  lim-  to  -'hi]*:  hauled 

bawserand  i.     Vessel  under  a  continuous  anil  precise  fire: 

boats  cut  ami  rendered  ageless,     Hawser  cut.;  gof  another  line  and 
hawser  from  the  Nahant.     Monttntk  nu<.\  came  up  and  opened. 

Succeeded  in  getting  off  at  1 1:46.    Vessel  received  --  Boots. 

//.      At   1:90 a.  in.  Opened  tire  with  rille  gun  on  Moultrie 
1  Ebuse.      Fired  8  Scheuklc  shell  and  ceased  firing. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Pagiaie. 

November  16.  I  si  ■>.  From  midnight  to  1  a.  m.  tiring  continually 
between  our  batteries  on  Morris  [aland  and  the  rebel  batteries  on  James 
I   find  i  Moultrie  opened  fire  on  the  ironclad  XsA^A.  she 

being  aground.    At  7  :."..*>  th<- flagship  Mt  under  the  X,-,r  Ironnd**.  .V>«> 
///-//,  and /''  lennanta.     Si      •••  the  admiial  came  on  board.    At 

8 got  underway.    Ai  .nietoanehoropposite  Fort  Moultrie.  1. (mm 

yards  distant.     At  '.'.  L5  the  admiral  left  the  ship  in  his  barge:  in  the 
let  go  her  spare  anobor  and  warped  upas  near  the 

i-  tlw  depth  of  water  would  permit  and   [was]  engaged  in  get 
ting  a  bowing  hawser  to  I  he  Lehigh.      Moult  rh-  tiring  incessantly  1'roin 
mortars  and  shell  gun-.     Ai  Dunenced  firing  from  rifle  gun  at 

Moultrie.  At  10:30  tired  the  Winch  gun  4  time-,  then  continued 
firing  from  rifled  gun  until  11:35,  baring  fired  80  Sohenkle  sheila,  when 
the  Lehigh  sueceeded  in  getting  off.  Got  underway  and  steamed  out 
of  range,  having  receii  ed  two  hits,  one  on  port  side  armor,  forward  of 
turret,  and  bunker,  starboard  side.     At  12:15  p.   m. 

auchored  in  5  fa  iter,  peering  to  15  fathoms  chain.     Our  own 

and  the  rebel  I  tatter  iea  continued  firing.    At  5:80  fleet  captain  o 
<>n  board.    We  \  I  steamed  op  near  Moultris  and  oame 

to  anchor.  At  o:80p.  m.  manned  the  second  cutter  with  an  armed 
crew,  put  on  board  of  her  a  buoy  and  boat  grapnel  and  sent  her  in 
charge  of  an  officer  in  company  with  Captain  Ainmen  in  his  boat  to 
sound  out  the  shoal  on  which  I  iground. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Montauk. 

November  16,1863. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Gregg  firing  at 
Sumter  with  rifled  gun;  no  firing  from  the  enemy.  At  7  the  enemy 
opened  fire  from  tort  Moultrie  on  the  monitor  Lehigh,  which  was 
then  observed  to  be  aground  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel  opposite 
Cumming's  Point,  h  rom  8  to  meridian:  Steaming  up  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Lehigh.  At  9:30  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  Fort  Moultrie  and  con- 
tinued firing,  in  company  with  the  Passaic,  until  10:45,  when  the  left 
trunnion  of  the  Xl-inch  broke  square  off  at  the  rim  base.  Ship  under 
a  hot  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  Moultrie  and  bombshell  from  James 
Island  batteries.  Only  one  shot  struck  the  ship,  hitting  the  deck  near 
the  engine-room  hatch,  doing  no  damage.  At  the  same  time  the 
admiral  made  to  us  from  the  monitor  Nahant  general  signal  333. 
Steamed  near  her  and  anchored.  Sent  a  boat  with  a  hawser  to  the 
Lehigh.  Both  monitors  succeeded  in  towing  the  monitor  off  into  deep 
water.     Expended  12  Xl-inch  shell,  10-second  fuzes,  and  charges  of 

Kowder.     Dismounted  a  gun  on  Fori  Moultrie.     Gregg  firing  and 
loultrie  returning  fire  to  midnight. 

November  17. — Gregg  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire  during  the  day;  James 
Island  firing  at  Gregg. 


Beport  of  firing  on  board  the  V.  8.  8.  Montaok,  November  16, 1868. 


Klod  of  pro- 
jectile. 


XI -Inch  shell  . 


Object.. 


Distance  of 
object. 


Vardi. 
Fort  Moultrie  I  1,700,    1,800, 
and  1,900. 


Clam  of  gun. 


Xl-lneh     shell 
giin. 


I;  „.„.<■ 
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IS 


UP 
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Remarks. — Opened  fire  at  9: 30  a.  m.     Wind  light  from  N.  W.    One 
of  our  shots  dismounted  a  gun  in  Fort  Moultrie.    The  enemy's  shot 
struck  abaft  engine-room  hatch;  no  injury  done:     At  twelfth  fire  broke 
left  trunnion  of  Xl-inch  gun.     Ceased  firing  at  11  a.  m. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  C.  Wiltse, 
Li^eutenant  and  Executi/oe  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding. 


Extract  from  diary  of  Sear-Admiral  Daalgren,  V.  8.  Navy. 

November  16. — Last  night  about  9  or  10  the  Confederates  very  unex- 
pectedly opened  a  rapid  tire  from  their  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island 
upon  our  works  on  Ciimming's  Point. 

The  general  telegraphed  me  to  prevent  their  landing  in  boats,  so 
I  sent  orders  accordingly  to  the  monitors  on  picket.    This  morning  at 
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daylight  the  /•  ■  reported  aground  and  the  Confederates  p 

meling  ber,  so  I  signaled  the  eo  upend  relieve  the  Lehigh. 

I  wen!  op  myself  in  the  Ammm,  end  finding  tin     \  rforU  dose  in. 
passed  to  ber  in  mj  barge. 

The  tiilr  was  rising!  ead  the  AfcAonf  could  approach 
hawser  aboard  the  Lehigh. 

The  scene  was  of  great  Internet,  three  tames  the  hawser  parted— 
once  Bhol  away.  Tin-  line  carrying  it  was  twice  sen!  to  the  Lehigh 
by  the  surgeon  in  ■  little  boat)  and  once  bj  tn  Even  efl 

Died  vain.  f<>i  the  whole  morning  under  a  perfect  storm  of  snot  and 
shell  from  i  and  mortars,  under  which  the  men  worked  well. 

At  leal  I  ordered  the  2W  propeller  to  be  started.    The  Lehigh 

backed  and  the  ■'■  ahead  of  us.    It  was  the  moment  of  high 

water,  and  most  fortunately  the  Lehigh  yielded  and  hacked  off.     Even 
the  hawser  began  to  give  away. 

...  r,  woonded  by  pieces  of  mortar  shells. 
Atone  time  I  ordered  the  fussofc  end  M  o  n-ply  to  the  bat- 

teries, which  they  did  with  effect,  striking  every  time  and  dismount- 
a  gun.    The  scenC  was  quite  ■••■.    l  noticed  tha(  the  shore 

.  for  whom  we  had  got  Into  trouble,  gave  na  do  help. 


Extract  from  Journal  of  Operations,  kept  at  Confederate  headquarter*,  Charleston,  B,  C 

/•  76',  1883.     There  is  no  change  of  importance  in  the  num- 
ber or  character  of  the  enemy's  fleet  this  morning. 

About  7:1"'   a.  m.  :i  monitor  was  dlSOOVered    tC  D6  iiground  opposite 

Fort  Moultrie,  distenl  about  3,800  Tarda,  and  immediately  that  work. 

assisted  h\  Battery  Kut ledge,  opened  on  her  with  etlei  t.  Soon,  how- 
ever, three  other  monitors  moved  np  to  the  rex  uc  and  took  position 
at  aoout  1, S(M)  or  2,<XM.i  yards  from  the  Bolt,  and  opened  with  shot, 
shell,  and  grape.    The  action  continued  ahoul  three  hours,  irhen  the 

grounded  monitor  got  off  and  ti  Is  withdrew.     Fort  hfoull 

red  in  all  about  IT'.'  sliots,  and  Battery  Rutledge  89  Solid  shot  and  33 
-lulls.     The  grounded  monitor   ami   also  her  consorts  were  struck 
repeatedly,  but  the  distance  ires  so  great  it  is  not  probable  they  v. 
BeriouaTj  injured. 

mitors   won*  assisted   in  their  reply  t(.  our  uml      l>\   the 
fttoi  id  batteries.    The  former  timv.  60  shots,  :  Men 

Struck  Fort  Moultrie  and  1  the  east  mortar  battery.  A  shot  struck 
the  muzzle  of  the  32-pounder  rifled  gun,  carrying  away  10  inches  of 
it,  and  dismounting  the  gun.  The  escarpment,  of  the  front  was  struck 
foui  IS    five    times,    and    the    magazine   once.     The 

damage   sustained,  however.  -light   that  it  was  repaired  by  20 

hands  in  one  hour.  Three  privat* .-  wounded  and  one  killed  were  the 
only  casualties  in  Moultrie. 


Bcport  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  C  8.  Army. 

Suit  n  m  "s  Tsi  \\d,  JVavember  16,  1863 — 11:15  a.  m. 
Gasmsx:  Bnemv  sent  h  I  and  two  tugs  to  sup- 

port Gregg  '.    Colonel  Butler  was  nirected  r-,  pay  particular 

attention  to  them  tnu  morning,  which  he  did.     Xantwfat  got  aground 
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and  remain-  there.    Three  other  moaiton  came  to  her  relief     I  rnlees 
she  geta  ofl   within  twentv  minutes  she  must  remain  over  the  tide. 
Have  directed  the  firing  to be  alow  until  tide  fells,  when  if 
will  i udeavor  to  finish  work.    One  rifled  82~poander  dismounted  in 

Port  Moultrie:  1  rami  killed  and  3  wounded. 

R.  ft  Kipi.kv. 

Brigadi*    General  Jordan. 

Chitf  of  Staff. 


Report  of  Captain  Bivert.  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Battery  Bnttadgt. 

Battssi  Bofunxna,  uVtasmfar  tB,  1863. 
Li  kitten  ant:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning,  at  about 
•nened  on  a  monitor  which  wus  aground  off  Morrl 
Soon  after  toe  engagement  began,  three  monitors  came  in  to  protect 
her,  and  the  engagement  became  general.     Eighty-nine  solid  shots  ami 
hells  wen  ared  from  three  ol  tii  \  my  batter;  bearing  on 

the  enemy.     I  ceased  firing  at  about  II  o'clock.     No  shots  were  tired 
at  this  battery.    Themonitoi  '  in  getting    tfl    it  high  w: 

apparently  not  injured. 

Y'T  i  our  obedient  servant, 

I  .  H.  Eta 
Caj  tnding  Btltttry. 

Lieutenant  Kdckkton, 


Report  of  Captain  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Knoinkkr's  (  >i  i  D 
<"!!ii'<n.  "•-  timber  18i  1X63. 

Major:  To-day  Fort  Moultrie  and  Battery  Hut  ledge  opened  tire, 
and  continued  il  from  7  S.  at.  bO  ll  a.  m..  on  four  monitors,  al>oiif  l 
mile  distant.  One  monitor,  being  aground,  did  not  reply  to  our  fire. 
Fift\  shots  were  fired  al  ou  rlea  from  the  boats,  iOoi  which 

struck  Fort  Moultrie  and  1  the  east  mortar  battery.  A  shot  struck 
the  muzzle  of  the  82-poiuidcr  rifled  gun  west  of  the  flagstaff  on  Moul- 
.  carrying  sway  I*1  Inches  of  it  and  throwing  the  gun  in  a  vertical 
position  on  its  breech.  The  escarpment  of  the  front  was  struck  four 
times,  the  merlons  five  times,  and  1  shot  struck  the  magaaine.  All 
damage  done  was  repaired  in  one  hour  by  90  hands.     A  X  hell 

entered  the  large  h  aviso  on  east  salient  and  exploded.  •  a  crater 

t  by  1  feet     It  should  be  remarked  that  this  shell  entered  -i  feet 
below  the  top  surface  of  the  I  The  shot  that  struck  the  mag- 

ic did  no  damage  whatever.    Up  to  this  time  I  have  been  unable 

to  trace  the  enemy's  mortar  shells  lower  than  a  depth  of  4  feet  in    the 
-and.      When    they   exploded  at  a   depth  of  4   feet,    fragment  - 
I   I  |  feet,  deeper. 
Respectful]  v, 

T.  B.  L 

n  of  Bnginasn. 
Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chi-/  !'.'»>!> nw,  State  of  South  Carolina. 
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Beport  of  Captain  Valtntin*.  0.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Moultrie. 

QXAPQI  Tout  Moui.tkik.  .V.  ■•'>,  1863. 

Lieutenant:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  -covered 

about  7  a.  m.  opposite  thie  post  on  the  Morris  [aland  side,  one  of  the 
eoemy'B  monitors  aground,      weimn  opened  fireon  her  from 

post,  seemingly  with  goodenTecttassbeooooinenoed  to  signal  to  the 
fleet,  ami  vcit  Boon  brought  t<>  her  saefstaaoe  three  more  monitors, t 
which  immediately  opened  fire  upon  na  in  return  One  shell  fired  from 
one  of  them  exploded!  in  the  sally  port,  ironndins  Private  Amos  Helms. 
rust  South  Carolina  [Regular]  Infantry,  lacerated  wound 
of  thigh  and  face;  thigh  amputated,  and  una  Sergeanl  Hamil- 

ton,  |  Q-j  I'ii.^t  South  Carolina  [Regular]  Infantry,  cento 

Of   the    fare,  sUgutj    Private  J.   L.    Dawson.   Company  G,  First    South 

Carolina  nRegtuar]  Infantry,  lacerated  wound  of 
Private  Thomas  Soott,  Company  F.  First  South  Carolina  [Regular] 
try.  lacerated  wound  ere. 

One  32-pouuder  rifle  was  dismounted  by  a  shell  from  one  of  the  mon- 
itors. 

Wifl  tired  in  all  189  shots.     Our  principal  tire  WBfl  directed  on  the 
monitor  aground. 

The  enemy  tired  i.',  shots,  52  of  which  were  from  the  monitors  and 
21  from  the  land  batten. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  Valkntim-., 
Captain,   I  '"in ma ailing  Post. 
Lieutenant   E.  C  FooKirroN. 

ActiiKj  mi-  Ot  <>■ 

[BBdaBHa 

tllAIXlUABTEBS  Aim  I.I. : 

mlirr  W,    t863. 

Sir:  I  have  only  to  add  to  the  foregoing  statement  that  the  monitor, 
r  remaining  for  three  or  font  hours  nndera  bIov 

I  Battery  Rutledge,  was  at  high  tide  drawn  ofl  Into  deep 
wat  monitors  whirl)  had  come  up  to  her  assistance,  not,  how- 

tor.-  a  considerable  amount  of  Btores  (supposed  to  be  ordnance 
stores)  had  been  thrown  overboard.  The  monitor,  while  aground,  was 
struck  a  number  of  times,  and  must  have  been  somewhat  damaged.  It 
)>ecanie  necessary  to  reply  to  the  tiro  of  the  three  monitors  whi 
to  Ale  assistance  of  the  grounded  one  in  ( >rder  to  prevent  the  dismount- 
ing of  our  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

William  Biti.ek, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Captain  \Y.  V. 

■  t  Adjutant-  Get,. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Valentine.  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Moultrie. 
HSADQl  Four  Mot  i .ran.. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  t<»  report  thai  on  the  morning  of  the 
L6th,  about  i  lock,  a  monitor  wi  Itobeagixmndoppo- 


#Tho  Lthiyh. 


t  The  Mtjtitituk,  A'ahant,  mid  i'uMcric. 
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site  Una  post     Fin-  was  immediately  opened  ujMm  her  with  effect, 
many  shots  having  been  seen  to  strike,    she  made  mo  reply,  bu 
to  signalise  the  fleet,  n  hen  three  other  monitors  earns  toner  assistance, 
and,  taking  position  about  1,800  or  8,000  yards  distant,  opened  fire 
from  rifled  and  XV-ioc  '     .  shell,  and  grape.    The 

greater  portion  of  our  lire  was  directed  sit  the  monitor  aground,  but 
owing  to  hex  neater  distance  w<  oabled  t"  bestoir  eomeatt 

tion  to  ouch  of  the  others.     One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  shots  v 

I,  to  which  the  enemy  replied  with  78,  52  from  to  Liters  and 

21  from  their  land  batteries  on  Morris  Island.     Five  additional  shots 
from  land  battery  were  Bred  ;it  this  fort  at  5:80  p.  m. 

The  gnnS  at  this  post  were  manned  h\  three  companies,  First  South 
Carolina  [Regular)  Infantry.  Companj  (".Captain  ;  H.  -J.  J  Withers] 
commanding,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  [Vincent  F.J  _M:ut in  Oompany 
F.  lieutenant  |K  M.|  Whalejr.  commanding,  and  Company  Q,  Lieu- 
tenant [Ji  I '.  |  Hinott,  commanding.  The  guns  in  the  bait 
by  Compani  I  could  not  be  brought  to  bear,  and  consequently  wore 
not  engs 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  under  the  lire  washighh 

itahle  to  themselves  and  aatiafaotorj  tome. 
But  for  the  dismounting  of  a  82-pounder  rifled  gun  by  me  boating 
;fa  shell,  and  the  wounaingof  4  nun  i>\  the  explosion  of 

another  in  me  sally  port,  this  post  would  have  escaped  without  i 
tmltvof  any  kind,  although  repeatedly  stunk. 
1  have  the  honor  to  odd  a  list  of  the  wounded     Private  Amos  Helms, 
'  m;  (  .  lacerated  wound  of  thigh  and  fa  died]  Sergeant 

|T.J  Hamilton,  Company  G,  contusion  <>t  face,  slight ;  Private  J 
Dawson,  Company  G.  lacerated  wound  of  face  and  arm.  severe;  Pri- 
vate Thomas  Scott.  Company  !•'.,  lacerated  wound  of  face,  severe. 
Ivt -jMM-t  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Valentine. 
mmandbig  1 
Lieutenant  E.  C.  Eixjerton, 

Acting  Ask!*'<! tU  . I <t}« /.>,■>■' -' h rural. 

[Eodorwii' 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTIT.T.ERY, 

Wt*(  End8\  .v,  1863. 

Baspectfolli   forwarded,    The  monitor  aground  was  distant  from 

the  fort  about  9,801 1 J  arda. 

William  JJuti.er, 

( blond,  OotMnandiiuj. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- C  y,  regard  uuj  an 

attack  wpon  tfie  eteamer  Elht  M»r#e  from  th.  latteries  new  Seces- 
eionvUle. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDoxouuh. 
ghtrHouH  BUet,  November  /*,  1S63. 
Sir:  1  respectfully  state  that  tli'-  steamer  Etta  Morn,  whilo making 
her  inland  trip  from  Stono,  was  fired  si  by  the  enemy  from  their  bat- 
terie       i    Secessionville,  out  dodo  io  damage;  the  enemy  ha 

however,  mounted  two  heavy  rifled  guns,  and  this  morning  threw 
i  heir  shells  much  farther  than  heretofore.    The  last  shell  exploded 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUADBOH. 


II  about  900  ynr  q  <.f  this  ship.     1  think  it 

possible  forthem  to  reach  the  inlet  with  solid  shot.    When  we  repli 
they  immediately  firing. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Ba<  on. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dabxqb] 


Order  of  tl>. 

.Ywi/.  i  weoftk  term  li  Confederal 

Naw  I>ki'\ktmknt,  November  t8,  1863. 

Sik:  l  have  re<  ,  containing  extract  from  a  totted 

addressed  to  Commander  Ammen  by  Lieutenant  s.  |\Y.|  Preston, 
Richmond  Jail,  Columbia,  relative  to  the  Lis!  of  killed  and  wounded  in 

tin*  naval  awwiult  on  Foil  Sumter. 

arved  in  four  correspondence  with  the  Department  \<»uuse 
the  term  ** Confederate  authorities.-'    L  would  suggest  that  me  term 
rebel,  or  Insurgent,  authorities  would  be  more  Lb  accordance  with  the 
nee  of  the  service  and  the  principles  of  tftoso  whoai  tag  to 

overthrow  the  Government.    The  term  usump 

of  the  rebels,  not  to  be  recojfnizctl  In  corresponding  with  the 
Department. 

Very  i*  illy, 

QimOOM    Wki.i.k.-. 

Rear- Adini nil  .1    A.  Daiu.oi 

lUantio  Bucd  ,  Port  Royal,  8.  0. 


r- Admiral Dnhh, .  to  Lieutt  rumt-  <  '>»nn-(iu<l<  r 

Breese,  U.  S  '".  8.  -s'.  Ottawa,  to  prooeed  to  Mock 

ad*  dxi'  ■>'■■>. 

ISB    PHILADELPHIA, 

'13. 

Sik:  You  will  proceed  with  the  0  to  St.  John's, [Florida], and 

take  charge  of  the  blockade  in  thai  Quarter. 

Be  vigorous  and  vigilant  in  sustaining  and  one  rlends 

of  the  union,  and  in  suppressing  the  Learjy  inimical  to  it. 

The  ult  of  entrance;  therefore,  gel  tin- pilot  from  the 

Jforwieh  and  buoy  the  ehai  fore  attempting  to  enter,  which 

be  done  in  a  smooth 

On  your  arrival,  din  a  to  report  to  me  at  this  place, 

and  send  by  her  to  me  ao  matiunoi  the  condition  oi  tnii 

1st  [s  mere  a  Union  sentim  availing  that  can  be  turned  to 

tt  1 

3d.  Are  the  refugees  sincere  in  their  offer  to  take  upanns  against 
the  enemy,  if  I  rive  them  the  opportunity  by  sending s  suitable  force? 

3d.  Waal  i-  the   I  imy  I 
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Vou  will  offer  everj  possible  enecraragemenl  to  deserters,  refugees, 
and  contraband-. 

Very  respectfully,  your  o\n  errant, 

.1.  A   Dahlobbh, 

Lieutenant-Commander  8.   L.   Bl 

'''".'/  Ottawa. 


I '.  S.    .Van/.  fa 
'tarn,  U.  ■  '/<•  thortafft  ■'<  V68& 


i<  nam 


nq  .)/■ 


Sir:  The 


Im.ao-Stkamkk   PlIII.ADKM'IlIA, 

Off  Morris  fiUm*\  November  i'-K  186$, 

,-arious  paper.-  -.-nl    by  yOD  under  dMfl  Q#  t06  7th  instant, 

are  only  just  received. 

From  tlie.se  I  learn  that  your  vessel  leaky,  the  engines  are  out  of 
order,  an' I  vou  are  short  of  men. 

It  is  notorious  that  since  my  taking  command  the  disability  of  \ 
has  increased  to  such  an  extent  a-  to  render  the  bloi  kade  nearly  ineffi- 
cient in  some  pln< 

That  the  expiration  of  -erviee  h:i  almost  stripped  in  any  vessel-  of 
ni'Mi.  and  there  being  DO  QOITespondlSg  -apply  from  the  N'orth,  I  was 
compelled  to  stop  the  disehai 

That  the  breaking  down  of  tugs  had  slmosl  -tupjM-d  communication, 
especially  at  distant  points1. 

The  vessels  at  St.  John's  have  Buffered  from  this  cause,  arid  1  took 
the  curliest  opjjortunity  of  remedying  it. 

Men  to  supply  delicieneies  and  pro\  isions  have  I"  en  sent  you.  The 
Hal-  wa- al.-o  relieved  by  the  first  yesae]  I  QOOld  -pure,  for  you  nui  i  he 
aware  that  the    bar  at  St.  John's  does  not  permit    the  .■■■of   the 

majority  of  the  vessels  of  thifl  squadron. 

I  learn  also  from  Captain  I  loopei  that  me  fifa  urit  /,'.,  \ ngineean  dri\  e 
her  4  or  5  knots,  so  that  you  have  no  reason  left  to  coinnlain.  BXOBpl 
that  the  decks  leak,  and  you  are  troubled  with  -and  (lies  unu  mosqoil 

1  now  send  the  Ottawa,  whieh  will  relieve  you.  at  beast,  of  tn« 
responsibility,  and  allow  you  full  leisure  to  stop  leaks  and  repeJ  the 
sand  tii. 

He  is  also  instructed   in  regard   to  those  who  are  real  I  \   I'nion  men 

in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  l).\ni.oin.N. 
r-Ailminil,  i  •■,■/■'?,  AHUsn&U  Block 

Acting  Master  Frank  B.  Meriam. 

uoi  "i  U,  8.  £.  Norvnoh,  St.  John**  /.',■••-.•.  Florida, 
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Report  of liar  U.    x.    X  j  'hnnii/l, 

Tfu    I  >>  }•■  he*  JOT  the    lirlt  that 

Charleston,  S.  ('. 

No.  966.]  Fl  A..  Stiamkk    PHXLADJ  I  I  I 

off  Morris  Island,  Won  K  /sat. 

Sir:  I  state  the  following  in  detail,  as  it  may  haw  some  interest  tor 

ill.     I  >i  -|  -:i  It  1 1  m 

The  British  .steamer  Plover  arrived  here,  and  on  the  Bd  instant  the 
commander  personally  called  to  ask  if  heooold  sand  in  a  mail  to  his 
consul.      1  replied  that  no  cominimie:ii  ion  WK  B  Imissible  at  thifl  tame, 

for  very  obvions  reasons,  which  could  be  of  little  inconvenience  to  the 

British  authorities.  BS  there  was  always  a  communication  fnan  Wash- 
ington to  Kichmond  for  the  foreign  ministers.      The  British  comma: 
gtated  that  this  wa-  now  i 1 1 1 •  by  tin-  action  of  tin-  Confederate 

authorities. 

After  he  left,  it  occurred  to  me  that  some  exception  might  be  made 
t-  my  own  rule,  which  would  permit  the  passage  of  official  communi- 
cations only.  Wherefore,  when  letters,  SIC,  for  OUt  OWB  comrade-. 
who  were  prisoners,  were  befog  sent  h\  a  flag  of  truce.  I  took  occasion 
to  address  uotes  to  the  British  and  French  anexed), 

informing  them  that  documents  to  or  from  their  (iovernmentr-.  of  min- 
isters, or  admirals  in  these  waters,  might  pass  through  tie-  flags  of  trace. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  I  nag  was  sent  in.  hut  n«>  letters  were 
received,  because  they  were  not  addressed  to  General  Beauregard. 
This  1  direited  to  be  done,  and  on  the  L8th,  the  letters  were  again  sent, 
addressed  as  required,  but  were  refused  by  the  officer  of  the  enemy. 
Those  to  the  British  and  French  consuls,  it  is  proper  to  suppose,  did 
not  escape  attention,    because    the    report    of    <  aptain    I  )«>( 'amp  (copy 

annexed)  -tales  that  the  officer  ••carefully  examined"  the  package. 

I  transmit  herewith   to   the   Department,  for  the   French  minister, 

the  dispatch  and  papers  received  by  the  French  steamer  I'ixlphone, 
ind  which  were  refused  by  the  enemy. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  he.  yen  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant. 

Jno.  A.  Daiiicukn. 
/.'/,/  Admiral^  Comdg,    ■  <  Sonant 

Hon.  Gn>B03  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfu.  X<>ri,,  Waskmaton^  I>.  (. 

|  I  BtfOHMB.] 

Fi.ao-Stkami.k  Piiii.adi  iimua. 
■•  Morrii  l*i<m<L  Novamber  J..\  1863. 

Si  it:  1  have  learned  of  late  that  your  consulate  can  not  receive  di«- 
patches  by  way  of  Richmond  and  Washington,  in  consequence  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Confederate  Got  arnmenti 

Being  desirous  of  avoiding  all  cause  of  emlwu-rassment  to  the  official 
business  of  }-our  (iovermnent.  which  is  consistent  with  my  duty,  I 
have  decided  to  relax  the  order,  excluding  all  communications  by  sea 
to  or  from  Charleston,  so  far  as  to  pass,  bj-  flag  of  truce,  any  official 
communication  to  you  from  your  Government,  or  from  your  minister 
at.  Washington,  or  from  the  admiral  commanding  the  North  American 
Station.     This,  however,  is  not   to  include  comuiimical  [one  from  any 
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other  persons;  i  i  an  envelope  Milj    to 

nail;.  tatare  of  one  of  the  aboi  • 

This  document,  when  delivered  to  the  officer  command ing  the  outer 
blockade,  will  be  Bent  in  by  the  first  flag  of  truce  that  may  pass  sub- 
sequently.    Documents  from  yourself,  addressed  to  rour  Government 
minister  at  Washington,  or  admiral,  will  be  n  by  flag  of  trace 

and  forwarded.    They,  too,  are  only  to  been  and  not  put  into 

ded  bag. 

1        fortnably  to  I  he  above  I  herewith   transmit.  DJ  flag  of  truce,  a 
dispatch  which  should  have  been  countersigned  ontsuie. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  oliedicnt  servant, 

A.  1)aiii/;rkn, 
ReJir-Ai/t»:i-"'.  Oamdg.  South  .  r  blockading  Sgvaaron. 

The  FRENCH  t'OKSUL  AT   CHARLESTON 


Fr.\(i-S  I  i:\mkh    PHILADELPHIA^ 

Off  Morris  tdan&y  Novamb*  W. 

■-m:  I  have  teamed  of  late  that  your  consulate  pan  noi  i- 

patehes  by  way  of  Richmond  and  Washington,  in  consequence  of  Hie 
regulations  of  the  Confederate  Government. 

Being  desirous  of  avoiding  all  cause  of  embarrassment  to  the  oflii - 1 = « l 
business  of  your  Government,  which  la  consistent  with  my  duty,  I  have 
decided  to  rebut  the  order,  excluding  all  communications  by  sea  to  or 
from  Charleston,  so  far  as  t<>  pass,  by  flag  of  truce,  any  official  com- 
munication to  you  from  your  Government,  or  from  vour  minister  at 
Washington,  or  from  the  admiral  commanding  the  North  American 
Station. 

this,  however,  is  noi  to  include  communications  from  any  other  per- 
Ls  to  be  enclosed  in  an  envelope  only,  and  to  bear  externally  the 
i^nature*  of  one  of  t  hf.  above-named  authorities.    This  aooo 
it,  when  delivered  t<>  the  officer  commanding  the  outer  blockade, 

will  be  sent  in  by  the  first  flag  of  truce  that  may  pass  subsequently. 

Documents  from  yourself,  addressed  to  your  Government,  minister 

at  Washington,  or  admiral,  will  be  received  by  flag  of  truce  and  for- 
warded. They,  too,  are  only  to  be  enveloped,  and  not  put  into  a 
sealed  hag. 

I  am.  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  A.  Dwiioken. 
Hear- A  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  CONSUL. 

Charleston 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabasit. 

Off  Churl  gfon  B„r.  Srovamba'J8,  JS63. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have  the 

honor  to  report  that  to-day  I  sent  a  Aajr*of~truoe  boat  under  charge  of 

icrn  H.  T.  French,  of  this  ship,  with  the  dispatches,  papers,  and 

letters  intended  for  the  British  aud  French  consuls  at  i  'barb-,  too  and 
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others.    The  boil  approached  b  Breach  brief 

battery,  where  ii  was  met  bj  a  Confederate  bout,  in  charge  «>f  an  offl 

ireariag the  unif.  major*generaJ oi  LerateAai 

After  he  bad  earefnlly  examined  the  i  tnohargeof  Mr  I 

he  returned  it.  and  stated  that  it  could  not  pe  received.    The  pack 
w:i-  directed  ae  Follows,  t\z\  "General G    C  P.  Beauregaro,  < 
muinliii'  i.  rate  Forces  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida." 

I  inn,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient. servant. 

John  Dk  Camp. 

f   //•f'li/i. 

i:«:u  Admiral  Jobh  a.  Dahlobjbn, 

•////  Atlantic  Blkdy.  'Morns  fdantL 


-.  i  "f  Commander  Batch.  /'.  >.  Nm>y,  to  Li- 
id,..  ('.  s.  Xuvi/,  commanding  If.  >'.  8.  MarhUhead^tojpToc^edio 

I  m   array  for,  attack  ttpOH 

federate  pickets. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Paw  mi 
Stone  i  .  Now  ml  ^63. 

Sir:  Genera]  BcninunelfennJg  intends  sending  a  party  of  soldiers  to 
Lagareville  by  way  t»f  tin*  creak  above  tie  piles.  'I  he  aesign  is  to  cap- 
ture the  rebel  pickets. 

boats  will  be  an  there  about  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  sod  I 
wish  you  t"  anchor  oil  the  wharf  at  LegareViQe  at  8:80  a.  m.,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  protection  to  the  troops,  and  in  event  of  as  attack 

you  will  Bona  boats  to  n  rttingotf  the  troops,  should  they  be 

outnumbered  and  b  retreat  be  deemed  Decesasry.  Lieutenant  |N.  M.| 
Edwards,  of  the  Engineers,  will  proceed  in  the  morning  with  a  suit- 
able force  to  drive  the  piles,  and  I  h  ish  you,  in  addition  to  tin-  above 
<  1 1 1 1 \ ,  to  give  him  and  bisoommaod  adequate  protection  whilst  he  is 

engaged  in  piling  the  Stono.      Unless  you  diseovt  r  the  enemy  in  some 

force,  1  prefer  thai  yon  should  not  fire,  and  I  desire  bo  be  informed  of 

everything  tending  to  show  active  movements  of  the  rebels. 

I  wish  VOtt  WOUJd  Inner  in  your  jjowcr  to  Lieutenant 

Edwards  in  his  work. 

Very  respectfully,  yarn  obedient  servant, 

(ii:o.  B.  Bam  II. 
Com  in  under  and  &  nior  t  >fti<  ■■  r  2¥*Mm& 

Lieutenant Commander  R.  W.  Mkaiu:.  Jr.. 

8,  8  WrbUKead, 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  CornwdJ.  f\  S.  Jfatnj,  commanv 
U.  8.  S.  Nahanty  regarding  observations  made  irh'd,  >m  pich  td 

U.  &  I  ic<-n«  LAD  Nahant. 
Off  Morris  fsl<>  ■••■mberiO, 

Sir:  During-  the  day's  picket  duty  the  enemy  was  observed   repair- 
ing the  damage,  on  Fort  Moultrie,  caused  by  the  fire  of  the  monitors  ou 
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the  16th.     There  were  at   least  two  of  the  sand-bag  breast  wo 
■mocked  down  sod  others  partly  mo.    A  portion  of  the  Moultrie  Ho 
baa  been  torn  down  Mid  the  umber  onried  in  the  direction  of  For! 
Moultrie.     1  noticed  three  bombproofs  in  the  course  of  construction 
behind  the  fort     At  present  they  seem  like  log  houses.     I  observed 
the  last  two  times  thai  I  have  been  on  picket  a  strange  steamer  in 
of  ill--  harbor.    The  toneoj  her  smokestack:  jnst  appear  above  Fort 
Johnson.    The  obstruction  buoys  were  counted  by  several  offio 
each  making  the  number  forty-one,  which  I  think  is  about  correct. 
Tin  from  some  cause,  are  much  more  distinct  than  formerly. 

I  sometimes  think  they  have  drifted  farther  down  the  channel.     I 
appearance  of  Fort  Sumter  is  changing  slowly,  the  eastern  Cue  being 
lower  than  it  was  a  few  days  ago.  but  not  yet.  in  my  opinion,  low 
ugh  to  climb  over  without  ladders.    Lust  night,  in  obedience  to 
when  the  musketry   began  from  Sumter,  ami  Moultrie 
opened  tire,  1  judged  an  assault  was  being  made  by   the  V 
opened  ■  deliberate  fire  on  Sullivan's  Island  with  toe  XI-in 
After  we  had  fired  six  rounds  the  enemy's  fire  ceased.    1  heard  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Sumter  cheering  loudly.    About  an  hour  afterwards 
nau  of  timber  came  drifting  down,  the  tide  having  just  be 

to  ebb.     I  oaughl  u  d  examined  several  pieces,  but  could  not  tell  what 

they  had   been   QSed    for,  BXCepf   one  piece,  whieh    was  a  portion  of  a 

short  ladder  01  step 

l  am,  very  respectfully,  yourobedi Brvant, 

.Ions    .1.    (  \>i;SWKM.. 

/.-'.  ah  //'/>,/- f  brnmam 
Rear-AdmiralJomi  A.  Dahlobbw, 

'<<•  Blockdg.  Island. 


Ahs  \  .  8.  S.  Nahmt, 

■  mberflO,  1863* — From  midnight  to 4:  At  8  heard  musketry  tiring 
at  Sumter.  Got  underway,  tired  I  XV-ineli  ami  4  Xl-ineh  shell  at 
Fort  Moultrie. 

Vowmb&r  SB.  From  meridian  to  4:  At  •_'  got nuderwej  end  nassinfl 
the  IronridsB  anchored  near  the  MorUauk.  Fired  -j  shells  from  XI-ineh 
gun.     At  5:80  steamed  down  to  the  lowest  buoy. 


Ah.-  *  of  the  I ".  8.  8.  Lehigh, 

X...  '■'.'.  isa;     At  '2:  ."»(>  a.  m.  heavy  firing  of  musketry  around 

iter;  supposed  to  be. attack  of  Federals  on  Sumter.    Continued 
aboi  .'If  hour.     Firing  from  Johnson  and  Moultrie.     At  8  called 

all  bands  to  quarters,  hove  ttpanehor^  and  proceeded  up  the  channel; 
opened  fire  upon  Moultrie;  threw  4 XV-iuch  shell.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.: 
Snip  lying  off  and  on  and  firing  at  intervals  at  Fort  Moultrie.  At 
a.  in.  ceased  tiring  and  came  to  anchor.  From  8  to  meridian:  Rebels 
demolishing  Moultrie  1  Ions.-,  lice  and  adjacent  lotteries  tr>  ing  range 
on  Sumter. 
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/... ' .  ;    '  ;<  ■    _\,',  m    '  ■  ■    /.'■  ttt  •  - 1  •  fa  1 1 1 1 1  ■''    Z ta  ''  Zswn, 

/'.     ■  pUtton  of  th> 

Navy   Dkiwkt.mkvt.  A<-.v  ,„/.,,■  ■.*/.  M63. 
Sir:  Four  dispatch  No.  254  has  been  received. 
The  Department  is  making  ever]  effort  to  hasten  the  oomplettoi  of 
the  ironclad*  now  building,  und  regrets  to  state  thai  tin-  recent  strike 
among  the  mechaniea  baa  mused  i  partial  Boapenaion  of  1 1  •  und 

will  i  il  further  delay. 

\'.-i>  respectfully, 

GlDKON    \\  FILES. 

Krai  ■-Admiral  .1.  A.  I  »un  «;i:in. 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockda.  Souad^on^  /'•"■/  So} 


/'    •,//<,  2Z  -v    Vanu  /ojni'il'i"!  tht  M/vieea  of  the 
to  of  the  f  ■  -s'.  -v 

r.  8.  8.  Nkw  [Eosana 

QfMorrU  blond,  .Von  >„/>,-,• -2i\  /.v». 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  a  petition,  signed  by  the  petty  offioen  of 
this  -lii|  ifullv  praying  thai  they  may  be  placed  on  the  same 

pay  as  other  ironclads  while  serving  off  Charleston.     The  reasons 
gned  by  the  petitioners  need  no  explanation  on  m\  part,  with  the 
exception  of  the  men  being  "deprived  of  their  hammocks,  and  the 
leaky  condition  «>f  the  ship?1 

Since    the    Olght    we    were   struck    h\    the   torpedo  WO  have  found  it 

n.  <  or  the  safety  of  the  ship,  to  go  to  "general  «|uarters  at 

lock,  at   night  and  permit  the  men  to  sleep  on  the  deck  at  their 

guns;"  the  gun  deck  being  too  low  and  too  much  lumbered  by  the 

gun  slides  t)0  permit  the  hammocks  to  !>•■  hong  up  and  have  the  ship 
in  anything  like  a  reasonable  tune. 
\  condition  of  the  ship  is  owing  to  the  hard  service  tbi 
which  she  has  passed,  and  can  not  be  remedied  until  the  ship  goes 
home  for  repairs,  which  are  absolutely  neouuosiy.  but  which  have  sot 
m  reported  because  we  consider  it  letter  to  suffer  ever  fort 

than  to  withdraw  the  ship  hence  ••••tore  the  work  is  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  ullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C  B0WAN, 

•  tin. 
Hon.  GlDBOH    Wki.I.ks, 

Secretary  <•/ (/<•   Navy,    Wiuhington,!).  0. 


Bepori  of  Commander  Balch^  V.    S.    Na  nof 

//„  .  n  thi  proti 

\      ■>.  9n  \m   SLOOP  Pawn i 

Stow,  Inlet,  <63. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  the  piling  of  the  Stono, 
above  LegareVille,  commenced  this  evening.     A  detachment  of  troops 
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landed  j  ornlng  in  Legoxeville,  and  the  M  '.  :it  f  In- 

roquet  of  Geoenl  Scbinuneifonnig,  aiKAored  ofl  that  town  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  protection,  not  only  to  the  troops,  hut  to  the  fbtt  B 
on  toe  pile  driver.  After  dark  J  dropped  up  in  the  Pavmot  and  took 
position  off  LeenxeVflle,  and  have  made  Booh  a  disposition  as  I  believe 
will  give  ample  protection  bo  the  tomes  np  here.  But  I  beg  leave  to 
state  that,  having  the  two  vessels  up  the  Stono,  leave-  the  transports 
in  Stono  unlet  exposed  to  attacks  by  boats  by  way  of  Kiawah  River. 
This  l  shall  endeavor  to  guard  against  by  a  pieket  boat;  hot  I  have 
thought  if  yon  GOOld  spare  me  a  tog  whilst  engaged  in  piling  the 
river.  I  slmuld  find  her  a  great  aid  in  our  operations. 
Verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
nmandt  r  and  1   Offia  f  I 

Rear  Admiral  J.  A.  Daitlgrkn. 

Obmdg.  8outK  Atlantic  olockdg.  Squadron^  off  Charleston. 


OftU  r  of  (/„    S,rr-  hirif  Ofths  .\>n-i/  /<■  A\  <n- A'lmind  lhihl>/r<n,   /'.  & 

addition*,  and  repawn  to  th-  /'.  8,  v  .v.  •/•  Iron- 
sides. 

N.wv  Department.  Nor 
Sir:  Messrs.  Merrick  iV  Son  state  that  the  pilot  house  for  the  New 


//v///.v ;./....  Ix-ing  e«)ui|H)sed  of  detached  pieces,  ran  be  placed  on  hoard 

»ne  now  i>;  also  the  steering 
spare  her  for  twenty  days,  and  will  send  her  to  Philadelphia,  these 


of  her  where  she  now  i>;  also  the  steering  apparatus.     But  if  you  can 


addition-.  BS  well  as  any  necessary  repairs,  can  lie  put  upon  her  there. 
If  you  can  not  span-  her.  so  inform  the  Department,  and  they  will  be 
sent  dov  11  to  her. 

\  1 1  v  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wei.i.ks, 
B&eretary  •>/  aaoy, 
'.dmiral  John  A.  Daiiusken. 
County.  Smith  At /antic  Blookdg.  Squadron^  eff  Okarierto 


Otderofth  try  of  ths  Navy  to  /.'■  at-  Admiral  DaAlaron,  ( •  8. 

Navy,  regarding  the  use  of  ths  term  "Confederate  Government." 

Navy  Department,  November  25 ,  1863. 

Sra:  I  have  received  your  No.  250,  and  enclosures,  iu  reference  to 
tending  letters  bi  flag  of  truce. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  and  accompanying 
correspondence,  the  Department  desires  to  say  that  it  is  not  necessary 
in  your  official  or,  indeed,  any  communications  with  foreign  officers  or 
others  to  recognize  or  speak  of  the  rebels  as  M Confederates."  In 
your  letter  of  the  Ldtfa  infant,  to  the  French  consul,  it  would  have 
Wen  better  to  have  spoken  Of  the  regulations  of  the  "insurgents," 
than  of  the  "Confederate  Government?* 

In  these  remarks  it  is  not  intended  to  intimate  that  in  the  neofl 
intercourse  with  the  rebels  there  should  be  any  want  of  persona!  cour- 
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tety,  or  any  refusal  \a  recognise  their  Bssomptiop  of  titles  in  noces- 
ufteili  intercom 

v.  i  v  respectfully,  etc, 

I  .id  «.\   W'ki  i  BS, 
I 
hVar-Adiniral  JOHB  A.   I  >  uii.<;i:i;n. 

<■■  I     mtic  Bloekdg,  Squadron,  off  (  <«. 


Bradford,  !'.  &,  Wavy* 

IKA.MKK    I'll  II.  UU 

ty  .1/  .<•/.   Von  .  {803 

9oi:  V..U  are  bei  iroorarfly  from  the  command  • 

Nvpeu .  and  "ill  report  t..  me  foT  duty  as  *1 « -•  •  t  captain. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  sernot, 

.Iohn  A.  DAKLBU8, 

/A.;/  Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  ■ 

I.'n-uiri.uht  ■<  "i tint i i:hm1«»i-  ,F.  M.   BkadkokIi, 

<'<nnm<ln<!'iu<l    f        V    8      •^•'/ 


Lett  .  1 .  8,  A /■>.■'>,.  to  fi>ar-Atli<, 

'■/n».  (  //,.  bombardment  of  Fort 

HxADQUABXEBa  I >ki\\ktmknt  OF  thk  SOUTH. 
FoU-y  /■•■'      i  lino,  November  96,  1 

Admiral:  The  dow  bombardment  of  Sumter  re 
ammunition. iim!    I    propos.-  t"  stop  it.  or  at   least  greatly  diminish  ii. 

unless  v.. u  mink  tin  re  \b  great  advantage  in  keeping  it  up.  The  onlj 
object  for  the  last  two  weeks  baa  been  t«>  pn-v.-nt  iln-'in'iny  doinirany 
work  inside  while  you  ire  getting  ready  with  your  old  monitors  and 

awaiting  the  arrival  of  new  ones. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q,    \.  QtLLMOBB, 

Kmr-Admiral  JOHH  A.  Dlffl 

,,/  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8auadr\ 


Report  ■'<■/■  Reynold*,    U,   ■*•'.    Kc  ■'»</  information 

Ution  0) 

■ih 

I  .  S.  Shu-  Vermont. 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  November^  186S. 

Sue:   I  have  examined  four  desert«-r>  from  Sav.uinah.  who  Game  away 

from  the  rebel  ram  SavanjiaA,  and  delivered  themselves  up  at  Kort 
Pulaski,  bringing  along  with  them  a  master*!  mate  a     1  prisoner,  in 

referemv  to  the  condition  of  that  and  other  ironclads  at  Savannah. 
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The  proeant  commander  of  the    •  ;  She 

guns  ihhI  lees  than  i"<'  men  (2  7-inch  and  _  6  inch),  bul 
men  mnong  tbenii  ma  I  or  all  of  whom  would  leave  ii'  they  could; 

in.-  :  re,  who  have  been  in  the  rebel  Army  end  bi vc  been 

ferillfferred   to  the  Navy   in  exchange  for  conscripts, at  the 
about  three  consci  tots  for  OBC  mSoTi     The  5b  •'"»«/<'«  draft  is  differ- 
ently  estimated  at  from  9  '<■  L2  feet;  most  likely  the  latter.    Tbecrew 
of  tii.'  Sbnsnfi  •'  do  "«■'  live  aboard;  they  ''an  t:  eometamee  the  half  of 

thom  are  on  hoard. 

All  these  four  men  say  that  the  -v  will  not  oomeoot  to  attach 

the  monitor;  thai  since  the  Atlanta  was  captured,  thaj  Ik-mi-  no  more 
talk  aboui  coming  Ottfc;  before  she  was  captured  they  heard  much. 
The  Savannah  baa  a  torpedo  on  bar  bow;  she  Is  not  coppered. 

Neither  <>f  the  other  two  rams  building  have  any  nun  plating  on 

ii.     There  U  no  iron  in   Savannah  (plates);  this  whs  ex|>eeted  from 

easl  Tennessee  or  northern  Georgia,  and  it  was  said  in  Savannah  that 

rrans"  operations  would  prevent  them  from  getting  it.    From 

3.000  f"  5,000  soldiers  :dH>ut  Savannah.    All  these  men  have  been 

:iIh >:i  :  tinft  since  .June  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WM.  ReI  ROLD6, 

i'r,s.„t. 

ir-Admiral  JoHS    \.  I>ahli;rbn. 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bh^icndlmj  Squadn 


Lett* r  r'rom  the  Secretary  of  t  !c  Bear-  Admiral  Dah&grt  /•.  I'.  8. 

for  tl<>  r  8.  tkip  Vermont, 

S\\\  Depaktmknt,  AWwAr  .'7.  y- 
Sik:  The  Secretary  of  War  informs  me  that  !>'•  has  directed  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  Signal  Corps  t<>  replace  the  signal  officer  on  ili'-  I  >■ 
Port  Royal. 
Yen  respeotfull] .  etc., 

Qtdbob  Welles, 

Seen  tat  v  oftiu  Navy 
Bear-Admiral  J»o.  A.  Daelg&i 

Cbmdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloawding  Squadron,  off  Chcnieeton, 


i  Reynold*,  f .  s.  Navy,  to  Captain  DeO 

I  .  >'.  Navy ,  regarding  operation*  in  si.  nil  cr. 

v .  S.  Ship  Vermont. 
iwt  Boyal  Harbor,  8.  < ".,  flovembei 
terdaylreoeivedare  omLieutenaur  r..ii.nri  iiaitnn. 

Forty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  si  Hilton  Head,  to 
send  a  couple  of  light-draft  gunboats  into  Skull  Creek  to  aid  him  in  an 
attack  whi.h  be  intended  to  make  to-day  upon  a  battery  now  being  con 
structed  bi  the  rebels  near  Chimney  Point,  from,  which  locality  his 
pickets  at  llilton  Head  Island  have  la>en  lired  on. 
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I  have  sent  the  I  into  Skull  4  r  morning  with  orders 

to  render  such  aid  to  one  army  boats  as  may  be  in  1  * i >  power,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  Inform  you  thereof  thai  you  may  be  aware  of  what  ia  going 

in  this  vicinity.      I  will  report  fco  you  tin-  result  as  soon  .is  I  bear  from 

the  ( 'liitij'-' 

\  r:\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.   UjvNor.Ds. 
nior  Offid i  I' 
Captain  Jams  DbCamp, 

./',,.,'  U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 


Report  ••/  I  'iiuntuiii  Y>/)>y,  regardin 

■ 

['.   8,   8.  i  'llIITKWA, 

Port  Boyal,  &  G,  BFov>>J>. 

Sik:  In  compliance  with  your  instruction!   I  •■■<»(.  underway  at Qi 90 
a.  in.  and  proceeded  up  Skull  ( 'i  Em •  as  Fort.   Milchcl.  :il  which 

place  I  anchored.     At   B:  '•'  I  Again  got  underway,  and  La  company 
with  the  army  transport  steamer  Mononassstt,  withadetaohment  of 
men  from  the  Forty-eighth  New  York,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
l>artou,and  aimed  transpi  >]  I  steamer  Mavfiouk  r,  Bteamed  through  skull 

u    in  the  direction  of  Cetibogue  River  pound].     On  p 
Pinekney  Point  [Island]  I  opened  nre  with  canuter  bar  the  purpose  of 
clearing  the  woods,  there  being  at  that  locality  a  dense  clump  of  pal 
motto  trees,  from  which  the  enemy*!  sharpshooters  have  been  eon 
stantly  annoying  the  army  transports,  and,  &om  the  tortuous  channel, 
I  was  obliged  to  run  within  pistol  ranj^e.      A  1  Pinck- 

Pointandd  d  toe  rebel  station  at  Buckingham  Ferry,  at 

opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  at  a  distance  of  1,600  yards,  being 
onable  to  approach  closer, having  at  thai  distance  but  LSfeetof  water. 

For  Some  forty  minutes  kept  up  a  rapid  lire  without  eliciting  any  re- 
sponse: thi  latter  of  souk' surprise,  for  I  had  been  informed 
bv  Colonel  Barton  that  the  enemy  were  erecting  earthworks  and  had 
already  guns  in  position.  \t  10:80  ceased  firing,  the  troop-  being 
readj  b  laud,  which  they  did  without  opposition.    Although  meenenrj 

1  by  rifle  pita,  they  fled  without  tiring  a  gun. 

The  objeet  of  the  expedition  was  fully  Booomplisned,  and  the  recon 
noissance  was  complete.     At  12.  the  troops  reembarked.  having  failed 
to  discover  any  earthworks,  or  that  indicated  that  such  an 

•      t  tree  Lfl  contemplation.     At   12:  IS  got  underway  on  my  return 
to  thi-  anchorage. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  can  not  forbear  expressing  my  great 

satisfaction  at  the  result  of  the  firing  from  the  XI -inch  Dahlgren;  the 

accuracy    and  precision   with   which    the  shells   wire  planted [were  all 
I  could  wish:  the  practice  was  perfect.     From  my  axperian B 

Charleston,  and  of  to-day.  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Sclicnklc  shell 

u  a  projectile  from  the  80-pounder  Dahlgren  rifle  ought  to  be 
carded;  although  I  followed  out  the  instructions  from  the  Bureau  of 
Ordnance,  which  recommended  greasing  the  base  of  the  projectile,  the 
same  results  followed— they  invariably  tumbled  and  fell  short.     The 
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firing  from   the  80-poundeT   1'arroit,  with  time  fuzes,  was  also  very 
unaatisfactoi 

Verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  0.  Harris, 
Lie  tier. 

Commander  \N  m.  E&bi 

'■  /'-/■/  AV'/a//.  /.  Si  8,   Vermont, 


«'■■  I  'in  Mr.  MaUlqft  t  K  •  <j  •'  /»'<>"  "/ •■■  against 

th  in  Charfwton  Sari 

Nb.  270.]  IKAMER    PlIILADKLl'im. 

off  Mnrnx  IhI>i k'L  Novmba   '-<.  186 
Sir:  1  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  Mr.  Muillefert.  in 
regard  to  oval  of  obsti  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

When  I  addressed  Sir.  Mailleferl  on  tin-  sabjeot,  some  two  m< 
ago,  I  hud  not  hud  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  nature  and 
locality  of  the  obstructions  placed  in  the  harbor,  aa  I  bare  done  -inn-. 
Nor  had  I  bad  the  lime  to  consider  how  they  should  he  avoided  or 
1,48  I  bi  .     Still,  tin  iv  remains  an  impediment  which 

may  or  may  not  he  of  importance,  and  it  is  certainly  judicious  !■•  hike 

tin*  fullest  measures  for  rendering  it  harmless,     I  allude  to  the  sab- 
red dejposite  of  powder,  whether  feed  or  Boating. 
Mi.  Maill'ft-i  t  believes  thai  be  con  nullify  these,  and  I  look  uj>on 

b  probability  of  the  kind  us  worthy  of  consideration. 
Some  expense  moat  be  necessarily  [scarred  foi  the  purpose,  and  I 
therefore  refer  him  i"  the  Navy  department,  recommended  at  least 
by  my  favorable  impression. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant*, 

J»0.  A.  D\ 

-.\il.;,ii,tly  Oomdg.  Sunt/,  Atlantic  Bloaka 

Hon.  GrjmoH  Welles, 

S!  f  n>.  y>>--</.  Wash  .  1  >.  i ; 


[Enclo«iir.   i 

Mukuis  Isi.\m>.  Xt  member  27,  1868. 


Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  plan  of 
operation  against  the  various  obstruction*  known  to  be  in  the  channel 
between  Fori  Sumter  and  the  city  of  Charleston: 

A  ft  i  r  b  careful  investigation  of  has  position  and  nature  {oi  the] 
obt&ruotions,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say  thai  they  can  he  effectually 
destroyed  by  the  combination  of  blasting  and  drawing. 

Thus,  by  dropping  series  of  submarine  charges  of  gunpowder, 
LfiO  altogether,  abreast  <>f  the  lower  buoy,  and  this  at  young  flood  tide, 
and  in  such  a  manner  that  they  shall  explode  at  various  depths,  from 
10  to  15  feet  below  the  surface.    Bach  of  these  charges  will  be  pro- 
\  [ded  with  a  elockwork  arrangement,  which  shall  determine  the  03 
time  of  firing;  they  are  to  contain  110  to  125  pounds  of  gun] 

dso  to  be  provided  with  grapnels,  so  ao  to  suspend 
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themselves  to  anything  thai  they  may  noma  in  oonfaol  with.    The  i 

• : •  1 1 > l • ' t « • ,  bul  without  the  powder,  will  not 

boc  186,  end  can  be  goi  ready  for  use  in  about  three  weeks. 

All  these  charges  shoald  be  fired  dining  the  earli  part  of  one  single 

tide,  bo  m  to  allow  sufficient  time  to  let  go  behind  them  about  one 

dozen  large  grapnels,  which  shall  drag  on  tin-  bottom,  these  being 

propelled    forward    by    tin-    foree   of    t In-  eunvut   acting    UDOl 

wooden  aprons  attached  to  diem.    These  drags  n.  >«lcd 

with  a  time  torpedo,  m>  shore  described,  placed  Immediately  over  the 
grapnel,  where  it  will  remain,  »y,  '>••"  hours  without  exploding, 
thereby  giving  sufficient  time  tot  tin-  drag  to  arrive  at  its  desanati 
when  it  will  lie  destroyed,  and  should  He-  grapnel  ttfc  galvanic 

wires,  or  other  Impediment,  ;t  will  remain  fixed  thereuntil  the  <  barge 
4ode,  destro]  ing  both  drag  and  obstacle. 

In  < in-  [on,  I  1 1  speotfully  submit  that,  should  this  plan  meet  with 

approbation,  the  New  Fork  Submarine  Engineering  Company .  which 
I  represent,  will  I >e  prepared  to  carry  it  i  nl   i  soordingly,  on 
able  terms,  which  ma>   he  hei  ijrreed  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ik-,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servw 

}'.  Sub  .  208  II'  )*. 

Roar- Admiral  DAEL0B3 

Atlantic  Sauadron. 


Abstract  log  of  .'/«■  l~.  S, 

Oanendy%  U,  8,  Navy,  command 

Xmu-mber 28,  1868>—AX  anchor  otf  Fernandina.  Fla.     At  7:80  Mr. 
Sticknej  .  I  rovernment  agent,  came  on  board  and  reported  to  the  com 

that  tin-  schooner  John  Gilpin^  which  ressel  was  I 
preparing  to  get  underway,  had  on  board  several  bales  of  jessamine 
root  and  about  50  hid  laportation  to  New  fork,  without  bis 

permit.    This  being  in  dixeet  violation  to  laws  of  ;i  blockaded  porl 
boat,  with  an  officer,  was  immediately  sent  to  ascertain  if  the  report 

was  true.      Al    8:80  a.  in.,  when   the.  boat   was  about    halfway   to  the 

oner,  she  gol  underway  and  >Io<h1  out  toward  the  buy.     At 

fired  a  blank  cartridge  from  poll   howitzer  to  heave  her  t<».  which  was 

disregarded.       At    !•    boat   went   out   of    sighl    still    in   pursuit  of  the 

!.     At  10  schooner  returned  and  came  to  anchor  u<ar  us.     Mr. 

<'  ottrell,  (be  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat,  makes  the  following  report: 

after  chasing  the  schooner  post  the  fori  sad  finding  her  gaining  on  me,  ! 

Ons,  comtii.iiiiliiii.'  Fori   <  Itnoh,  I  ber  tu  with  his 

Kivhicl      uueal  waa  readily  o  i  ith,  and  not  until  after  the  third 

ad  i  irn  back.    One  8  bales  ol 

0  and  00  hides  wen  fonnd  in  the  bold.    Asii  nrno 

pennil  ir  i  to  take  thoee  articlee  on  hoard,  1  eeiied  the  vta- 

se\  a»  a  prise  and  ordered  the  cuptuin  to  anchor  near  thin  ship. 
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Report  "f  i  >ot,  /'.   8<  Navy,  S, 

Witeh  mltqfol  duty, 

V.  8.  Ikon<i.ai>-Stkamkic  WsBBAWB 

Off  Morru  bland,  No  i  IP,  1363, 

-.  The  officers  and  imn  were  «hvim]  from  ti  •  psised, 

but  tin-  dispatches  were  lost    Tin*  mail  tor  the  Rattler  was  saved. 

Yesterday,  whilst  on  picket  duty.  I  observed  a  large  working  party, 
apparently  making  an  addition  t<>  Fort  Beauregard, on  the  aids  toward 
iltrie.     1  iiii-1  several  ricochet  shell  among  them,  nrMch  caused 
them  to  Buapend  operations.     1  also  tired   twenty  shell  at  Sumter. 
making  some  verj  good  ihots.     Km-. -truck  the  northeast  lod- 

ing  upon  striking.    The  tkiooltrie  Souse  baa  bean  removed,  leai 
nothing  ba1  the  ohin  andmgi     I  counted  forty-three  buoys  on 

the  obstructions.    No  further  changes  to  report. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  report  that  the  fresh-water  condenser  was  lout  in 
the  boat  tliut  capsized.     Tin;  one  We  now  have  is  worn  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Edmund  K.  Coliioun, 

Rear-Admiral  John    V.  DahlOREN, 

mdtng  South  AUanHe  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  EUar-Admiral  DaJdaren\  (  .   6     Yavy,  to 

r.  itionafth*  f .  v  s'.  New  Ironside** 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

of  J/. 

Sin:  Please  inform  im  if  the  New  I,-  teaks  more,  than  can  be 

conveniently  disposed  of  by  the  means  at  disposal* 

I  am,  very  |  ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgrkn. 
Bear-Ad  ■  tomdy.  South  Atlantic  I'  •/  Squadron. 

Captain  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Cbn  /  U.  8.  Frigate  New  Ironsides. 


Report  of  Captain  Romm.  ('.  s'.  Namj^  tegowd&ii  reauir<<l  for 

n/  U.  s'.  s'.  New  Ironetdee. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Mona\  November  29, 1863. 
Sir:  Your  order  to  ■"inform  me  if  the  New  Ironside*  leak-  more 
than  can  conveniently  be  disposed  of  by  the  means  at  disposal'1  is 
received. 

I  do  not  know  the  means  at  your  disposal,  but  am  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  take  three  weeks  to  do  the  work  named  in  the  carpenter's 
report,  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 


- 
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Where  -hot  have  struck  the  spar  deck  oariines  or  beams  have  been 
broken  and  the  plunking  sprung  off  from  the  iron  plating  underneath, 
notwithstanding  the  protection  of  t In-  sand  hags. 
I  send  ■  ir<|ui>iti<>n  for  8,000  aand baga,  to  be furniahod  From  Phiia- 
jliia  by  tii--  Ma&Mcki at  ft*,  ill  a  decide  to  send  this  ship  to 

Port  Royal  to  be  calked. 
Wn  respectfully, 

S.  C.  llOWAN. 

f  '.i/.t,'!,..  Cq  ,,'./, 

.   LdmiralJso.  A.  Dahlqbsn, 

■  v///  .[(!,!,,>;,■  Blockading  Sqvadv 

[Knclwur*.] 

Sul  t  report,  referred  to  in  preceding  letter: 

I'll-  -par  deck,  gun  unci  berth  deo&B  leak  eo  badly  that  it  is  neces- 
-ary  to  calk  them  tore  end  aft. 

'the  sand  baps  on  the  spar  deck  will   have  to  he  i  and  the 

deck  permitted  to  dry  before  calking. 

It  will  be  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  ship  d>  po  to  Port  Royal 
to  obtain  the  large  fone  of  workmen  required  and  where  there  are 
greater  facilities  For  doing  the  work. 

Bishop, 

i     rjH'fifrr. 

fieptn-t  of  Beat  ■''  Dahtgrwij    V*   8.  Zlfatq  general 

motto  n. 

No.  380.]  FiAii  Stkamkk  Philadelphia, 

OfMorru  Standi  November  30^  av63. 

Sib:  A  slow  bombardment  of  Sumter  is  still  maintained  by  our  bat- 
teries «"i  Muni-  IsliiiKi.  which  necessarily  prevents  the  garrison  from 
working  openlv.  On  the  night  of  the  ©ID  iJoth,  a  ivconnoissan<e  in 
force  was  made  b}T  the  troops  from  Cumming's  Point.  The  rebels 
were  too  vigilant,  however,  and  opened  a  tire  of  musketry.  They  eon- 
tinue  to  labor  at  their  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island,  chiefly  to  the 
eastward  oi  Fort  .Moultrie,  which  is  not  likely  to  increase  materially 
the  powei  of  annoying  our  vessels  as  they  puss  in;  this  properly 
l;s  to  the  batteries  weatof  Moultrie. 

So  far  as  regards  the  work  to  be  done,  I  think  my  information  suf- 
lieicnt  bo  operate  with,  except  so  Saras  the  submerged  mines  are  con- 
cerned; this  h  the  unknown  element — one  that  is  no  doubt  \<  ry 
uncertain,  but  is  not  to  be  disregarded,  as  the  Department  will  per- 
ceive from  the  report  on  the  lr<»>s •/./.>•.  forwarded  this  mail. 

According  to  the  information  contained  in  the  dispatch  of  the 
Department,  dated  November  2,  I  may  expect  the  four  new  monitors 
to  reach  here  in  ten  days;  when  they  do  arrive.  I  wish  to  euter  the 
harbor  immediately,  and  1  have  no  doubt  the  Department  will  find 
that  the  result  of  attack  in  force  will  produce  more  satisfactory  results 

than  if  made  with  few  vessels. 

The.    Patajts'o  and    QtttskiB  are  not  yet    tini shed,  but,  soon  will   be; 

the  Zetooh  has  gone  down  to  Port  Royal  to  have  some  damages 
shot  repaired,  the  bottom  cleaned,  and  a  new  8-inch  rifle,  the  pre 
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one  having  been  expended  onSnmter.  [t  is  not  yet  reported  whether 
tin-  leak  that  occurred  lateh  was  censed  by  a  shot  or  not 

lean  n"i  ronture  to  speak  positivelj  of  the  exact 
by  the  divers,  bul  orj  bnpreauon    ■  ■■■  favorable  to  the  utility  «»f 

their  operation,  and  some  arrangement  should  be  hereby  their 

I  when  ii v. -, I.-. i .  I'm-  tii-'  sides oi  the  monitors 
can  I"-  rl.-aned  bj  beaohing,  not  tho  bottom  it 
ong  other  items,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  f  <it"  vario- 

loid appeared  in  tho  tug  <>l>>inder.  I.  hi-.  1  tin  .<•>>(»]  to  l>e  promptly 
quarantined  and  put  under  the  instructions  of  the  fleet  Burgeon*  No 
new  case  basoocurred  in  the  br,  and  after  the  b^pee of  a  suffi- 

cient tame  she  has  jnai  been  I  to  duty  by  the  raoommendalion 

of  tin  Beel  surgeon. 

It  baa  been  reported  bo  me  that  some  mdmattons  of  I'nioii  sentiment 
.still  existed  In  the  riclnitg  of  St  John's,  and  I  have  directed  the  oom- 
Dander  of  the  Ottawa  to  ascertain  and  Inform  me  irhether  there  was 
a  Union  Benfimenl  prevaiiing  thai  sonld  be  turned  to  account,  and 
whether  the  refugees  irere  willing  i«»  take  up  arms  against  the  rel 
if  I  gave  them  the  opportunity. 

I  have  tile  honor  to  It.  u-r\  re  illy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Daslgbxn, 
Rear  Admiral,  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  L>  '■<>/). 

P.  S. — I   have  just  learned  that  the   ret*-l.s   had  been  encaged  in 
attempting  tooonstruot  a  battery  at  Chimin  \  Point,  on  Skull  ("reek. 
«•  troop,  with  the  chij'jh ,/-.(.  urn-  seal  there  on  the  98th,  and 
returned  after  effecting  their  obji 

J  J.  A.  I). 

lion.  (Jii)EON  Welles, 

S'  t'th.j  Xui'y.  Washington,,  1>.  C 


Order  tf  th-  >■!/  of  the  Navy  to  Hear- Admiral  DaXtyrm,  I     3. 

Navy,  proMbuing  communication  with  Ghorieti 

Navy  I  >kiwi:t.mest,  November  SO,  1863. 
Sou  Eeferring  to  your  No.  206.  dated  the  wth  instant  the  I  depart- 
ment instructs  you  not  to  allow,  hereafter,  any  communication  what- 
ever, by  neutrals  or  others,  with  t  I  .  or  any  portion  of  the 
insurrectionary  region  through  that  port,  whilst  military  operations 
against  it  are  pending. 

Very  respeet fully,  etc. 

Gibbon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  .Vary. 
Kear-.Y  !so.  A.  DaHLORBN, 

<hj.  South  Atlantic  B  idrtm,  qffi  Chartoton. 
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f  tin-  s,,uih  .\ti>uif.                  ,  Sgwwk 
December  J,  1863. 

VtaMb. 

rti*. 
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Da 
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Da 

1  aside  tbe  bar. 

Da 

Do. 

,,.. 
Da 
Da 
DO. 

i»... 

Da 

DO. 

Da 

Do. 
Ho. 

Repairing. 
Dp, 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 

pa 

Do 

Da 

North  Mr  rvpaln. 

D 
Do. 

I  not  ind 
noi  rat  nuuebmL 
Do. 

Wabuh 

do 

i 

W*nl 

do 

do 

00 

do 

do 

So 



do 

do 

...do... 

:::::do:::::;::::::::::::: 

ilci 

do... 

. .  .do . . . 

Willi  <!l                             

do 

...do... 

...do.  . 

do 



do 

...do... 

Ostbaw 

do 

do 

.  ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

11 -1.                                                                                    

John  A.  Daiilobex, 
Hear- J'                    <dg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron, 

A       ■ 
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It ■■  jmrt  "/'  U,'ir-Admin>l   J >■  I  .    R    Navy  /»>r/ 

.'/  tl>.  \of  of  ironrl<  •■!' 

No  FlAO-StEAMBB   PeDLADI "II'iiia. 

Off  Morris  hiond,  !>>>■.  „<}„,-  /.  > 
Sa    i  -  ariose  herewith  the  report  ->f  1 1**-  superintendent  of  repairs 
<>n  monitors  at  Port  Royal,  which  has  just  been  reoeivi 

Tin-  Department  will  perceive  work  on  them  \e  nearly  com- 

pleted, except  tin*  Y'lj/fu- 

Last  evening  came  the  first  rumor  of  General  Grant's  suooeas,  but  I 
have  unauthentic  roformatiot 
The  :iiiii\  today  has  been  saluting,  and  I  shall  follow  the  example. 
I  have  the  honor  to  •  >»•.  very  rospectfnllj .  j  ourobedieiri  servant* 

.Ino.  a.  Dahlgbeh, 
'',  Ootnig,  •.  Squatk 

Hon.  Gidkon   Whiles, 

wry  of  tkt  Son,.  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Bmlimni  | 

-IKAMKU    KkI.IKK, 

Port  Royal,  8.  ( ..  Not* 
Sir:  1  hare  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  moni- 
tor-, viz,  Qatikitt,  Paiapsoo,  and  Lehigh. 

In  my  report  of  the  88d  instant  I  informed  yon  that  the  GattkiU 
came  off  the  l>each  that  morning,  and  I  expected  she  would  have  here 
in  a  few  da\  .-. 

Thlevoaoo]  went  on  the  beach  again  that  Bameeraninsrand  remained 
mere  until  the  morning  of  the  Both  instant,  fretting  «'il  at  LOo'cloi 
In  trying  to  get  me  vessel  off  on  me  morning  of  the  37m  they  car- 
rie<I  away  the  anohorgear,  breaking  one  tool  toh  of  me  pinion 

wheels  and  banding  the  shaft      It  will  take  three  days  tu  repair,     On 

the  morning  of  the  28th  instant  one  of  the  tow  boat*  struck  the  plui 
ing  on  the  bow  and  started  the  Fastenings,  breaking  some  of  me  blunt 
boitheads  off,    To  fasten  mis  plating  properly  it.  will  take  about  three 
days.     1  will  have  all  thedamagi  -  to  mis  vessel  repaired  by  Thursday 
morning,  December  8. 

Tin  has  not  ye(  got  * »ir  the  beach, 

get  her  off  this  morning  at  Sigh  tide. 


repairea  ny  L'hursday 

The  captain  experts  to 


The  Lehigh  arrived  here  on  Monday,  B8d  instant,     She  has  not  jtA 
been  ;  cached.     This  \  essel  has  rsoexvecl  the  following  damages:  Elei    d 
shots  on  deck,  six  of  which  have  broken  the  deck  plank  through;  the 
tinder  struck  on  the  deck  beam. 
Sixteen  9bots  on  turret,  seven  of  them  pretty  hard,  making  an  indeo 
■out  "2  inchi".  deep  and  breaking  twenty-two  bolts.    One 
shot  on  turret  roof  cutting  a  piece  ofl  mo  composition  ring  and  break' 
ing  one  of  the  plates,  and  bending  two  of  the  T-iron  b 

Two  shots  on  pilot  house   making  an  indentation  of  about  '1  irii 
doing  no  injury. 

One  side  of  the  Brooks  box  carried  away. 

Armature  has  received  fourteen  shots:  Ottfl  of  them  injured  the  bow 
vary  much,  .starting  nearly  all  the  fastenings  and  opening  the  plating 
4  inches. 
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The  hull  has  received  oho  shot  about  U  inches  from  the  overhang, 
bending  the  plating  in,  and  opening  the  seams  so  as  to  make  consider 
able  of  a  leak. 

The  following  will  be  the  materia]  required  to  repair  I  <-l: 

Deok. — Two  full  plates  and  27  parte  of  plate*;  12  pieoes  of  deck 
plank. 

Turret, — Twenty -two  }>olLs  and    1    new   plate  for  roof:   T-iron  burs 

straightened:  §ids  of  -moke  box  straightened  and  rofastaned,  and  l 

new  wronght-iron  Strap  made. 

Ari/i'tfitrr.  —  Four  light  iron  patehes  when  is  have  penetrated 

tin  'five  thicknesses  of  plates:  bow  ref  and  plating  straightened 

if  possible. 

/lull.  One  patofa  of  five-eighths  iron  on  the  OOtaids  wbers  the  —  I j < » t 
struck  anchor  gear  overhauled. 

I  expect  to  have  this  vessel  finished  on  the  8th  of  Decern 

The  captain  of  the  Lehigh  wants  extra  plating  of  1  inch  thick  over 
the  boilers,  engine  room,  magazine,  and  shell  room. 

There  is  not  any  inch  plates  at  this  place.  1  expect.  If  thci-e  was 
any  extra  plating  to  go  on  this  vessel,  it  would  ha\  B  been  put  on  when 
at  "New  York. 

Very  respectfully.  Patuick   Muomes. 

.1.  A.  Dahuikkn. 

Rear-Admiral*  s,,uth  AtUtntic  Blockading  Squad 


rderofth  try  of  the  Navy  to  Roar-Admiral  Dahlgrm*,  I .  & 

Navy*  nr:  theaitpooiUonofth  /'.  S.  eteamen  JP\ 


Navy  Department.  December  •  •'.  136 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  BTth  ultimo,  addressed  to  toe  Bureau  of 
Construction,  relative  to  the  impaired  condition  of  the  bolters  of  t  In- 
mtsha  and  M'<h,t<rk.  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department 
two  steamers  can  be  retained  on  the  station  until  spring  i 

they  can  be  towed  north  i  etyiand  ii-im  1  n  .  -.idling  \ 

Earring  their  engineers,  firemen,  and  ooal  beavers, excepting  s  sufficient 
number  to  take  care  of  the  engines  and  machinery,  to  omer  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

St  ■■  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  JWO.  A.  DahLGKEN, 

\fl.mf!f  Blockading  Boyal^  8,  C* 


Letter  /  ■'■//  of  (he  Navy  '•■  Boar-Ada 

tL  S.  Navy*  rego.  're  to  veteele  outing  to  ■■<  */.  i 

Nav»   I)KeAi:rMKNi,  December .:.  1863. 
Sib:  The  department  regrets  tu  state  that,  in  consequence  nf  the 
strike  amonjj  the  mechanic,  the  Onondaga*  .ml  Gen 

do  not  promise  to  be  ready  lor  sea  until  toe  1st  of  next  month. 
Very  respectfully,  etc, 

lilOEON    WlI.I.KS, 

ftfu  Navy, 

Rear- Admiral  J  so.  A.  Paiilokkn, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron*,  qff  Charleston. 
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ori  "/  Rear  Admiral  Da 

St.  John't  Km  r,  / 

No.  284.]  Plao-Stbameb  Pbxladblpbi 

'>//' .'/  .  ;.  186$. 

Seb:  In  my  last  (No.  380)  I  informed  the  Department  thai  I  bad  it  in 
view  to  legist  the  union  feeling  about  St.  John's,  Florida,  if  there  was 
aofficientto  assist,  and  Bent  a  gunboat  there  with  instructions  to  enquire. 

It  will  lie  ne«»n  from  the  enclosed  report  that  present  appearanoes do 
not  seem  to  justify  my  drawing  off  a  tome  from  other  operations, 

I  shall  not  lose  sight  of  tli«-  object,  Ik 

51  have  the  honor  to  be,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Dahlobj 
ti.  'vol)  < '»nnly.  South  A  now. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs. 


(Bnclofnirv.] 


( ,i  \ii,  >\\  -Ottawa. 
iSf.  John's  It! 1 1 , .  Florida,  November £7,  M6'.7. 
Bin:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  :it.  this  station  TCfltmtiaj 

having  been  detained  bj  Dortheafltjnlee. 
In  reply  to  your  .several  f|iieries,  contained  in  tette 
I  have  do  state: 

Firstly.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no  "In -  Dtiment  prevailing  here 

that  can  be  turned  to  good  account.'1     I  have  told  tin-  refugees  here  to 
promulgate  through  toe  country  and  rebel  camps  in  tins  vicinity  that 

if  they  would  take  up  arms  against    thi  rebels  they  would    be  BOppli 
with  them. 

In  a  Few  days  I  will  be  able  to  give  you  more  positive  information 
in  regard  to  the  extent  of  Union  sentiment,  if  any,  amongst  them. 

Secondly.  From  what  I  can  leani  bj  conversing  with  tin*  refugees 
now  here,  they  wish  to  be  neutral,  but  are  willing  to  take  up  arms 
again  it  the  enemy  provided  they  axe  not  taken  from  their  homes  and 
are  protected  by  gunboats;  therefore,  I  do  not  think  them  sincere. 

Thirdly.  The  enemy,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  are  about  1,000  strong, 
posjtedoD  the  railroad  leading  out  of  Jacksonville,  and  have  picl 
along  the  river.         1 i ■<    ■    "  < n^the  oft.nr,i,  followed  by  the  .Xor-r/rt,, 
proceeded  from  tin  mouth  of  the  river  to  a  point  beyond  Jacksonville, 
the  C  port  Mills  to  prevent  an  attempt  to 

violate  the  blockade.     I  communicated  at  Beverafpointa  along  the  shore 
and  also  with  the  family  of  Judge  Bun-it  t.  ui  nville,  but  could 

gain  no  information  other  than  already  stated.     I  was  unmolested  in 
going  and  returning.    Jacksonville  waa  deserted,  save  by  women.  •  liil 
uren,  and  negroes. 

A  1  <:i 1 1« ■  i  \  having  been  reported  to  me  is  in  process  of  construction  a 
short  distance  above  the  town.  1  examined  the  place  but  di  I  no 

Of  any. 

The  St.  .I/"/-/.,  loaded  with  cotton,  with  intent  to  run  the 

kade,  made  her  appearance  at  Jacksonville  some  days  before  my 

arrival.     She  ha  returned  to  Black  <  'reek,  and  i-  said  to  have 

abandoned  the  idea  of  getting  to  sea  by  way  of  -St.  John's,  and  1  know 
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of  do  other  route  by  which  she  can  go.    In  oomptianee  a  itfa  your  order 
I  have  despatched  toe  Oe\  barlestoo  with  this  communicati 


I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3,      I-      I'.IMKSK. 

/.t\  >/.',■  nder. 

Boar-Admiral  J.  A.  DablbK] 

/:.■  nitf,  Atlantic  Blockading  Sovadton.. 


Order  of  Beat  Admiral  Dafdgren,!'.  S.  Navy,  to  {Tad  ■  >■  <■ 

/.  I\  8.  ntiul  ff  th.   t\  S./.nrh  M 

Dbokmbbb  3,  L86& 

Sin:  Xou  an-  herein  detached  from  the  eommand  of  the  V .  s.  S. 
Hem*  and  a  ill  report  t'>  ( fommander  W,  Bei  nolds,  -tni.  >r  officer  pr 
«ia  at  Port  Royal,  Bor  the  command  of  the  ['.  S.  Lark  Midnight. 
Bespei  t  fully .  etc., 

J.  a.  Daolubsn, 
Rear-  Admiral^  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  .  dron. 

Acting  Master  W*.  II.  <;.\kkield. 

•V  Home. 


tff  JSeoa  ■-.!■■■  regarding  picket  duty. 


Flac-Stkamkk  PHILADELPHIA, 

<>/  Morn*  bland,  /<  f,  tS63. 

Picket  duty  is  to  be  performed  by  four  monitors,  two  for 
night,  one  of  irhieh  is  to  be  well  advanced  up  the  harbor,  in  a  p 
Hon  suitable  for  preventing  the  entrance  or  departure  «»f  any  vessel 
attempting  to  pass  in  or  out  of  Charleston  Harbor,  and  tor  observing 
Sumter  and  Moultrie,  or  movements  in  and  about  them,  taking  i 

al  the  same.  time,  not  to  get  aground,  and  also  to  change  the  position 

when  the  weather  appears  to  render  it  unsafe.  The  second  monitor  is 
to  keep  within  proper  supporting  distance  of  the  first,  so  as  to  render 
aid  if  needed. 

Two  tugs  S  ill  be  On  duty  each  night  to  patrol  the  waters  in  the 
vicinity  oi  the  monitors,  going  is  fa i  from  them  toward  the  rebel 
positions  as  mat  be  safe.  Their  movements  will  be  regulated  by  the 
picket  commanders  of  the  monitors. 

As  many  armed  boats  OS  ran  be  conveniently  furnished  by  the 
wooden  vessels  present  will  report  every  evening  before  sunset  at 
tli«'  flagship.     At  least  two  of  cl  med  with  howitaere, 

the  remainder  with   rill.  i  »wie  knives,  etc.     The  b 

should  have  muffled  oars  and  be  prepared  to  stop  -hot  hol.s.  etc, 
One  half  of  these  will  take  post  with  the  monitors  on  picket;  the 
Oth(  r  half  will  remain  for  relief  on  board  of  vessels  [Souta  QaroU 

anchored   convenient  1\    for  the    purpose,    where    fire  and 

initable  quarters  For  sleeping  will  be  provided.     Hoi  coffee  is  also  to 
1  to  the  boats'  crews  going  to  and  returning  from  guard. 

The  boats  "u  picket  will  be  relieved  at  regular  intervals  through  the 
night.    Extreme  vigilance  is  to  be  used  when  the  water  la  smooth,  but 
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when  then  is  much  sea,  or  tin-  weather  is  very  inclement,  tin-  discre- 
tion <>f  tin-  eotDxnflindara  of  tin*  picket  monitors  is  to  be  used  as  ta  the 
time  which  the  boats  shall  row  guard,  and  when  alongside  the  monitors 
the  boal  maj  be  penaTtted  to  take  shelter  on  deck  from  the 

ireather. 

Hot  coil,.,-  will  also  he  served  to  them  us  the  commanders  "ii  i 
mi:i\  direct,  ami  a  ration  of  tobacco  served  out  Cot  oht  >•  tag  • 
the  latter  being  permitted   in  the  boat**  unless  there  |s  reason  to  the 
eonti  i 

lli.-  commandere  of  vessels  that  furnish  the  boats  will  cause  their 
crews  to  he  ahanffed  daily. 

The  l>oats  should  not  by  the  relays  wlien  going  to  OT leaving 

their  station  in  advance.      This  Should  be  done  wln-n  it  is  dark. 

Proper  signals  are  to  be  established  to  prevent  the  boats  1>.  m-  tired 
at  by  our  own  vessels  or  by  each  other. 

< '» fitain  Rowan  will  |  urge  of  the  picket  dui\.  assigning  the 

stations  to  the  monitor*  mntersign,  which  be  will 

transmit  in  writing  to  the  fleet  captain. 

Written  reports  will  be  made  to  me  daily  of  inci.lini  -  woi  bfa  D  01 it  sing 
thai  may  occor  the  night  previous. 

Boats  will  be  rnrniabed  at  present  thus:  Canon  I;   11.'/.. 

II"--  tl/>J.'h{.     I:      Il'un.     l. 

TotaJ 

The  genera]  object  of  the  monttozs.  tngs,  and  boat-  on  picket  is  to 
enforce  the  blockade  rigorously,  and  to  watch  ai  i   the  moi 

meats  of  theenemj  bj  water  wnenever  it  can  he  don.-,  particularly  to 
1 1  and  destroy  the  torpedo  boats  and  the  picket  boats  of  the  rebi 

t  me  or  moro  scout  boats  will  be  on  duty  by  night,  but  they  havespe 
iial  Instructions  and  are  to  act  independently  even  of  each  other, 

III-  officers  of  the  scout  l>oats  will  report  to  me  in  person,  and  are 
forbidden  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  their  operations. 

John  A.  Dahlqbsn, 

■  -  .\<ltn'iruls  (  '  out.lt  Atlantic  libickmlintj  SijuOOfOH. 


/• 


Beport  qf  'In?  assist' 

iont  regard! in/ 

Stkamku  Belief, 
Fort  Royal,  S.  < '..  December  ',.  1863. 
Bra:  I  received  from  Commander  w  illiam  Reynolds  a  copy 

November  26,  desiring  a  report  from  me  on  any  of  the 

following  questions  that  come  w  ithin 

I.  The  effect  of  the  shot  on  the  turret,  pilot  bouse,  dei  rmor, 

and  working  parts,  etc. 

Quantity  of  exciv  n  the  bottom,  and  its  nature. 

Was  the  work  of  the  divers  efficient  on  the  PiUtaio  and  Patty 

Id  they  remove  the  oyster  Bhells  as  well  a>  t  ho  grass? 
I » ies  the  beaching  allow  of  the  cleaning  of  all  parts  of  the  bottom  I 
If  not,  are  the  divers  able  to  complete  the  parts  that  are  not  reached  on 
the  beach  I  Which  paint,  sine  or  lead,  is  most  preventive  of  fouling  1 
How  beached  and  shored;  Does  the  operation  appear  to  strain 
the  hull  or  affect  its  form  or  fastenings  in  any  way  1  1>  any  effeol  | 
ceptible  on  the  machinery  of  the  engine  or  tui 
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I.    \\  hut    i>    tin-    condition    of    tin-    boilersl       Had    the   -ealing  been 

injin  Were  the  boilers  blown  as  Breqnentlj  a-  thei  shot 

n'.     What  ini.-:u:-  «  an  be  adopted  to  give  Opportunity    in  .-n 
fur  ascertaining  tin-  state  of  the  scale,  preventing  ii  •  formation, and 
rem«> 

In  answer  t<>  the  Questions,  I  have  the  boaoi  t«.  make  the  following 
report : 

l.  The  effect  oj  the  shot  on  turret;  The  shot  make  an  indentation  on 

the  iron  ami  break  tin-  bolts  thai  fasten  the  plating  together.    The 

steal  indentations  tbaH  havecomotomy  knowledge  was  bo  the  depth 

of  iJ.J  iin<l  h2i  inehes.     In  my  opinion,  those  indentations  WOW  made  from 

XI  and  XIII  Inch  solid  -hoi    moat  of  them  from  XI-ineh.    A  Bhot 

of  this  kind  will  generally  break  from  one  to  five  or  -i\  bolts.    The 

received  a  ihot  thai  broke  twelve  bolts.     I  find  thai  the  shot 

ik  more  bolts  In  the  NaAanf*  turret  than  En  anj  of  the  others.    I 

\.    be  i  eaaon  of  I  b  te  bolts  are  do!  bo  good  a  tit  En  the 

turret  as  in  the  others.    Some  of  the  monitor-'  turrets  have  received 

seventy  and    eighty  shots.       When    the   holts   hmik    they  can    be  soon 

replaced.     I  do  ool  tee  that  the  turrets  are  injured  practically. 

The  effect  of  shot  on  pilot  house:  The  shot  make  an  indentation  on 
pilot  house  almost  the  same  as  on  turret,  but  since  the  extra  thickness 
of  3  Inches  has  been  put  on  the  shots  do  BO  other  injury . 

The  effect  oi  Bhol  on  the  deck:  If  the  shot  strikes  on  a  beam,  U 
e  pally  nits  away  the  iron  plating  and  makes  an   indentation  in  the 
beam;  and  if  it  striki  generally  breaks  the  d 

plank  through. 

The  effect  of  shot  on  tie  ure:  The  armature  lias  been  pene 

dated  to  the  depth  of  the  five  thicknesees  of  inch  plating  and  Bome  of 

the  shot  have  lodged  where  Ihey  struek.  Tin  shot  aiBO  bendfl  the 
plating  and  start>  tin   fastenings. 

I  have  never  known  any  shot  or  shell  todo  any  injury  to  an\  of  the 
i  ne i  \  w  working  parts  of  I  lie  vessel. 
will  please  observe  that  the  shots  1   have  been  referring  to  1 
believe  to  have  taken  effect  when  the  monitors  were  lighting  the  enemy 
at  tin 

The  monitors  have  n ived  shot-  on  all  pan-  that  was  scarcely 

perceptible. 

.  2d.  Quantity  of  excrescence  on  the  bottom  The  bottom  of  the 
monitors  is  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  oyster  shells  and  grass. 
The  grass  growi  to  n  considerable  length:  1  have  a  sample  hereof 

what  came  Ofl  the  bottom  Of  the  Gatek'fl.      It  seems  to  be  grass  coral - 

used.     It  resembles  strong  broom  corn,  and  is  IS  inches  long.     In  my 

opinion,  the  WOrfc  of  the  divers  was ellieienton  the  ffegMROand  PatOpWO. 

The\  must  have  removed  the  oyster  shells  off  those  vessels.  The 
quantity  of  excrescence  on  the  bottom  of  the  above-named  vessels  was 
ver\  different  from  what  was  on  the  QattkfR. 

1  he  beaching  does  not  admit  of  cleaning  all  parts  of  the  boi 

There  is  about  8  feet  or  l'  feet  6  inch'  raehed.      In  m\  opinion, 

the  divers  avo  i  ean  the  part  that  i>  not  reached  as  well  as  they  can 
the  other  parts  of  the  bottom. 

1 \  opinion,  zme  paint  Is  the  best  to  prevent  fouling.     I  do  not 

think  that  a  of  paint  we  can  put  on  the  bottom  of  the  monitors 

while  on  the  Deaofa  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good.     The   time    hfeing  so 
i  from  the  time  the  paint  is  put  on,  it  is  eovered  w  ith  water  before 
it  gets  a  sufficient  time  to  dry. 
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3d.  Hon  beached  Mid  shored:  The  monitors  ire  put  broadside  on 
the  beach  without  anj  sharing.     When  the  monitors  are  properly 
beached  there  i>  no  dm^iT  whatever  of  Btraining  any  part  of  the  i 
-i-l  or  lm vinj.'  arious  effect  on  maah9  r turret 

[&}  on  the  beach  in  u  very  hud  position  for  one  tide. 
She  lay  stem  on,  sod  there  was  a  differ. noe  of  8  feet  of  water  between 
n. 

While  she  lay  in  this  position  some  parts  of  the  machinery  had  to 
be  unfastened,  and  there  was  i  perceptible  alteration  on  the  tin -room 
Moor  plates.  When  Bbe  floated  the  parte  went  hack  to  their  places. 
The  pease!  does  not  Appear  to  have  sustained  any  injury. 

The   fourth   question    rejrarilinjj  the   WleflB  conies  nn<ler  (tie  fleet 

Verj  1 1  -pi «t fully. 

Patrick  Hughes, 

•.  •  Jn.i/t-  <■(/'/-. 
.1.  \.  Dahlgbkn, 

xly  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SauaA 


>if  th.   Si  ■/}]<>   Wavy  toActin  van  Atnfear,  ■' 

\"r</.  commanding  f .  S>   s'-  OamaH 

Kai  v  J  )ki'artmknt,  December  4,  1863. 
Sir:    Proceed    carefully    with    the    V.    S.    steam    tog    Cornelia   off 

Charleston,  8.  ('-.  and  report  to  Reor-AdauraJ  Dahlgron  for  duty  in 

the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Verj  respectfully,  etc.. 

I  HDKON    Wf.LLES. 

votary  of  th. 

Acting  BnBlgn  Boot.  W,  Passes,  V.  s.  Navy. 

•  I .  s.  Tug  OatnuUoi  Nino  York* 


'/•(  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlormy  ('.  S.  Navy^  aehnowUdging  the 

///.« a  In  r  <HsjMit<tie8. 

No.  V\ -ai;  Stkamkk  Philadelphia, 

(Jtjf  Morris  bland,  DoosmbtrS,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  extracts  from 

alar  dispatches,  and  believe  that  the  Department  may  bo  nwirofl 
Hi  a  the  ohani  e  ol  i  atrance  or  exit  from  this  port  is  very  small. 

I  believe  that  since  the  inner  blockade  nas  been  established  the 
blockade  has  been  perfect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Im«.  very  resjxM-tfully.  your  obedient  Movant. 

Jno.  A.  DaHLQsmt, 

Rear- Admiral,  (otinla.  South  Atlantic  Block4g\  SguaarotL 

Hon.  CrlDEON  Wli.i  E 

.s  .  of  the  Navy y  Washington^  D 
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Dahloren,   ('.  S>    Yo. 
mentofthe  C.  8.  barh  JSthan  ARen  to  duty  bene  Sount 

No.  892.]  Flao-Stkameb  Philadelphia. 

Off  Worrit  HUwifs  I 

Sik:  I  beg  leave  to  Inform  the  Department  that  the  L*.  s.  imrk 
Ethan  AH"'.  Acting  Master  I  A-  Penned,  commanding,  arrived  at 
Port  Royal  on  tin-  roth  ultimo. 

Bfae  has  been  ordered  to  blockade  duty  at  Ossabaw  when  she  can  he 
spared  from  the  blockade  here,  ai  the  Department  will  observe  by 
printed  list  of  Teasels  and  their  stations  wbiob  is  seal  bj  this  mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,1.  A.  Dahlqben, 

Rear- A<1  mi  ml.  County.   South  Atlantic  Bloctdff,  Syiunlron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JSta/oy,  Wbuhinaton,  I>.  0, 


Capture  of  "  landin  from  (he  f.  8.  hrig  /Wry  at  JkfurreU'e 

l,,l'  •-.  December 6^  186$,  and  tUHon 

J 7a ember  &9, 1863,  to  January  :.  /■•>'>;;. 

Report  of  Bear-Admiral   Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy,  tranimitting  report  of  Acting  Master 
Gregory.  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  brig  Perry. 

No.    W.5.]  KlAO-StKAMEK     I'llII.AI'KI.I'HlA, 

off  M. writ  bland,  December  n.  X8t 

Sn::  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Acting  Master  Gregory,  com- 
manding brig  Perry,  from  which  the  Department  will  perceive  that 
a  officers  and  IS  seamen  of  thai  vessel  were  captured  by  the  rebels  on 
December  .r>. 

It  appears  from  the  report  that  this  misfortune  was  owing  to  dis- 
obedience of  orders  on  the  pari  of  the  officer  commanding  the  boats. 

On  a  previous  occasion,  s  hen  the  Ward  landed  a  party  to  search  for 
water  and  lost  10  out  of  IB,  1  sent  the  Perry  there  expressly  in  order 
that  tin4  rebels  might  have  ji  more  powerful  ve.ss.el  to  deal  with  and.  I 
hoped,  a  more  experienced  officer  in  command* 

These  blunders  are  very  annoying,  and  yel  [do  act  like  to  discourage 
enterprise  and  dash  on  the  pari  of  our  officers  and  men.     Better  to 
r  from  the  excess  than  the  deficiencies  of  these  qualities. 

At  the  same  lime,  in  the  present  instance,  the  officer  of  the  boats 
stands  charged  with  disobedience  of  ordi  is,  and  it'  hewereinmy  power 
be  should  surely  answer  for  it. 

Knclosed  is  tfie  printed  order  which  the  Department  directed  in  con- 
seanence  of  the  Ward?*  losing  Borne  men. 

I  have  directed  the  Perry  to  be  relieved  by  the  Manahatn,sail  if  on 
the  ai !  ival  here  of  the  former  an  enquiry  i-  found  to  be  proper,  it  will 
in-  ordei  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  •".  verj  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlori 
\  Atlantic  Blockdg,  Squadron. 

Hon.  CfrDBOM    WMi 

Secretary  of  the  am  Ih  <'. 
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P.  S. — Since  initios  the  above  tli  baa  univ.-.i  here, and  from 

the  captain's  personal  explanation  the  result  -teems  t(.  me  most  incx- 
kble.     The  alleged  disobedience  of  orders  by  the  officers  exonerates 
the  commander  of  the  brig. 


Report  of  Acting  M&ator  Gregory,  TJ.  8.  Nary,  commanding  0.  S.  brig  Perry. 

I  .  s.  Bros  Pkret, 
OfMurrdPa  Mat,  Dm  Rtf. 

Siu:  It  becomes  my  painfu]  duty  to  raporl  the  loss  of  Boi  my  offi- 
mid  IS  nun  on  til.-  ;»th  of  December  under  the  following  dream.- 

A  vessel  being  fitted  ap  for  the  purpose  "f  running  tin*  blockade, 
and  fearing  that  she  might  escape  in  the  night  and  avoid  me  by  hugging 
the  beach  to  shoal  water,  J  determined  to  destroy  her,  if  I  could.    1 

dispatched    tWO  boats    for   that,   purno.«e.      After  shelling  around   the 

schooner,  [ordered  them  to  the  beach  under  the  cover  of  ourgp 

m-t  cwii  'I  Mi-.  ArrantB,  acting  ensign,  to  ne.nd  one  |x*r«<on  to  -<  «•  if  t h«* 

way  frafl  dear,  and    if  BO,  to  forward  one  or  two  more  t<i   Bfit  fire  to 

her  and  the  rest  bo  remain  En  the  boats  to  afford  ■  retreat  for  the  two 
or  three  on  shore;  but,  to  mj  surprise,  he  landed  all  but  two  of  the 
crew  of  the  first  cutter,  and  in  teat  than  three  minutes  the  cavalry 
ted  down  and  surrounded  them  and  cut  off  their  retreat.  They 
attacked  the  boats,  but  our  first  shell  scattered  them,  they  banning  no 
one  in  the  boats.  After  some  hand-to-hand  fighting  our  men  surrend- 
ered, there  being  more  than  sixty  in  Dumber  of  the  cavalry.  My 
Fremous  son.  u  lail  of  1 7  yean  oil  age,  was  among  the  number  captured, 
can  not  conceive  bow  Acting  Ekissgn  Arrant*  made  so  greats  mistake. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

till      B.  GUEOOItY. 

lotfng  Mo 
Rear- Admiral  .1.  A.  Daiiloi 

Blockdg.  ^>/'ttxdrony  off  Morris 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners  on  the 
expedition  of  I  tecember  •".  186 

William  B.  Arrants.  acting  ensign  and  sailing  master]  ( foorge  Ander- 
son,  acting  ensign;  George  W.  Hurkett.  acting  assistant  paymaster; 
John  P.  Reinhardt,  coxswain;  John  rinkham,  coxswain; 
Hois.-.  Albert  Williamson.  James  Davis,  William  Henderson,  Michael 
Lawton.  Michael  Tobin,  JPetei  Ceefe.  leamen;  Samuel  B.  Gregory, 
jr.,  William  McDowell,  (ieorge  A.  Urimsmaid,  landsmen. 


Order. 

Flao  Steamer  PHILADELPHIA, 
Qff  UbrrU  Island, 

The  Navy  Department  disapproves  of  officers  and  men  straying  f mm 
their  vessels,  with  or  without  permission,  resulting  in  their  capture 
Jt  is,  therefore,  expressly  forbiaden  in  this  so,  ling 

officers  will  use  such  stringent  measures  to  correct  this  evil  as  win 
suppress  it. 

Respectfully,  John  A.  Dahloren, 

!it>n--.\<liitioil.  (  "iixdg.  South  Atlantic Blodk 
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Order  of  Rear-Adnnral  Dahlgren,  D  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Oreon,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  uioae 
command  of  retaliatory  expedition  into  Murrell'i  Inlet. 

kfl  StBAMBR   PhILADZI  ihm, 

Qf  Maria  A/  -  1803. 

Sih:  I  desire  to  Band  ■  suitable  Fores  fox  operation  at  Mumdl's 
Inlet  under  your  command. 

Tin-  ILW  and  ftrry  have  each  lost  a  boat's  crew  there,  owing  some- 
what to  the  waul  od  proper  plan  on  tii»-  part  ol  the  commanding  officers, 
as  well  as  t<>  carelessness  or  Inexperience  of  their  subordinates. 

I  desire,  then,  to  administer  some  con  Dtivc  to  the  small  pan 
rebels  who  infest  that  vicinity,  and  shall  detail  fox  that  purpose  the 

. p9U  ,    Sihtf'-rrf.   Cterati""",   and    Ihirf'nilil.  also  the   sailing 

bark  .!//<•/,  and  the  Bobooner  Monghomf  LOO  marines  for  landing,  and 
four  howitzers,  two  for  the  boats,  two  on  Bald  carriages,  with  such 

Ixatts  as  iiiav  be  needed. 

I  omznander  Amman  and  rioting  Master  G  B.  Dahlgren  will  ad  as 

It  is  desirable  thai  nothing  shall  be  done  bo  attract  the  attenl  • 

the  rebels  previously  to. -triking  the  blow,  as  tl  is  to  derive  its  etlicaey 
from  being  sudden  as  well  as  Bbarprj  given. 
Nothing  must  be  seen,  therefore,  of  your  vessels  from  the  land  until 

the  moment  for  action  has  eome. 

It  will  be  a  matter  for  decision  at  the  time  whether  the  attack  shall 
be  made  early  at  night  or  only  ■  little  before  dawn. 

You  are  to  capture  as  many  of  the  cavalry,  said  to  be  there,  and 

other  armed  rebels  as  can  be  reached,  destroy  the  schooner  Inside  toe 

i  -.pit  and  such  apparatus  for  making  Bait  or  oil  is  may  be  accessible. 

'lake  possession  of  whatever    LTD  inimunilioii   may  be  within 

h.  and  afford  sverj  facility  to  the  colored  people  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  privileges  held  out  by  law  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President. 

tii\  .•  shelter  to  the  inhabitant  who  may  entertain  Tnion  sentiments. 
Allow  DO  injury  to  be  done  to  defenseless  women  and  children   nor 
to  their  habitation-  and  neee—aries  of  life. 

Let   the  men   who  land  be  kept  together;  Straggling  is  forbidden. 

\-  there  is  reported  to  be 7 feet  inside  at  low  irater,  the  two  small 

steamers  can  easilj   enter  with  the  boats,  while  the  larger  vessels  will 

cover  with  their  heavy  guns. 

I  do    not    couteiiiplui  U>enl    lodgment  at  the  place,  hut  it 

may  be  advisable  to  have  axes.  pick--,  and  spades  in  the  boat*,  and  if 
then  i- a  prospect  for  detention  let  the  men  throv  up  a  slight  breast- 
work of  sand  across  the  spit,  and  post  a  field  piece  behind  it.      Pits  for 

riflemen  can  also  Ih>  made. 

Let  the  boats  bave  some  oommon  signal  rockets  to  fire  toward  the 
cavalry  and  frighten  their  horses. 

The  horsemen  are  said  to  harbor  in  a  house  on  the.  mainland  near 

ill.-  waf.r.  and  it  may  be  that  by  entering  rapidly  at  night  and  Stir- 
ling the  house  inan\   of  them  will  be  SBCOPI 

The  vessels  are  to  be  brought  in  at  night  whether  you  find  it  prefer- 
able to  operate  by  day  01  night. 

Let  the  howitzers  use  grape  or  eanister  mostly. 

When  you  have  accomplished  as  much  of  the  purposes  of  the  expe- 
dition as  can  be  attained,  without  undue  risk,  you  will  return  to  the 
vessels,  unless  it  is  advisable  to  retain  temporarily  an  intrenched  post 
on  the  suad  spit. 
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I  hope  the  vassals  will  be  able  to  leave  hen  on  Thursday. 

The  commanders  of  rnsnnli.  ritrr ,  who  ere  to  be  under  your  command 

will  U*  directed  to   report,  and  you  will   proceed  when  rcadji    without 

further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oKdient  servant, 

Dahlqben, 
Rm<  ■'.  Gbmdg.  8ov&A  At>-  \dAng  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  F.  (iici 

Coi  .  qff  Cha  liar. 


Additional  report  or  Reur-Admir»l  Dahlgrcn,  H.  8.  Nary. 

Fi.a<;Stka.mkk  Fiiii.adki  i-iiia. 

Off  Morrii  A/'O-'/.  January  6 i  1S6J^. 

s  1 1 ; :  Coder  date  of  Deoember  LI  I  informed  the  Department  of  the 
capture  of  a  boat's  crew  from  the  J'ny.  and  enclosed  the  report  of 
the  commanding  officer  fActms  Miaster  Gregory). 

I  also  stated  thai  id  been  relieved  i»y  another  vessel,  an 

I  was  Hi  d  with  the  account  given  by  Acting  Master  Grregoi 

There  is  Little  more  to  be  learned,  however,  than  what  appears  from 
the  report  already  enclosed.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was  a  hlun- 
deriogaflair,  without  judgment  on  the  part  of  t be  commanding  officer, 
and  aggravated  by  the  alleged  disobedience  of  the  officer  sent  ashore 
in  charge  of  the  paj  I 

Captain  Gregory  n  'ted    to  DOS    that   any  further  oerurrenees 

took  place,  but  rumor  induced  me  to  make  further  enquiries,  and  the 
answers  returned  are  enclosed  (E  and  F). 

As  regards  the  alleged  murder  of  one  of  the  /'■  >n/.<  boal 
seems  to  be  derived  from  sonic  contrabands  who  escaped  Bnbseouentl^ 
from  the  inlet. 

On  crimination  I  do  not    learn  that  any  one  of  this  party  wil 
the  murder,  or  saw  the  man.  or  had  seen  any  person  that  had  done  BO, 
but  that  a  hoy  had  a  cap  and   stockings  which  were  said  to  have  l>een 
taken    h\  some  006  she  from  OUT  man.  and  that  he.  told  this  to  a  man 
ashore,  who  told  it  to  my  informant. 

If  such  an  outrage  has  been  perpetrated  it  will  be  know  "  satisfactorily 

from  souk'  of  the  Boat's  crew  captured,  and  suitable  measures  taken  to 
punish  it. 

After  the  /:  i-ried    here,  and  I    lwcame  acquainted    with  the 

principal  facts  m  the  mishap  to  hei  •  boat?a  crew,  [directed  Captain 
en  to  repair  to  the  inlet  with  the  steamers  Nip#icy  Sanford.  /> 
bars  Allan.    One  hundred  marinei  were  emharked  in  these 
vessels,  and  additional  boats,  whose  crews  BweUed  me  landing  ton 
n  with  •  howitzers. 

The  vessels  left  here  late  on  the  89th  ultimo,  and  arrived  near  the 
inlet  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  where  they  w<  I  by  the  schooner 

dfangham.  That  evening  the  wind  began  to  freshen  Prom  northward 
and  eastward,  increasing  through  the  night  with  considerable  sea.  The 
next  day  the  weather  wore  an  appearance  so  unsettled  that  Captain 
Green  felt  compelled  bo  abandon  any  attempt  to  dfisemlmrk.  He  there- 
fore directed  the  Allan  to  return  to  her  station  off  Charleston  sad  the 

Manaham  to  the  inlet  as  before. 

With  the  three  steamer-  he  sought  anchorage  some  BO  miles  below, 
it-  be  made  suitable  disposition  for  the  launches,  and  ordered  the 
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.\V,  turn  mi. I  <\i  hi<  h  bad 

(ir.MMi. 

This  dor  •  returned  tothia  station,  n  rived 

on  the  2d  Janizary. 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  Captain  Spotte  returned  to  Murrcll'a  Inlet, 
which  be  reached  on  the  Lei  January  and  opened  Sre  fnmi  the  heavy 
gunsof  the   Vtpoicto  soourthe  woods  and  alsc  to  destroy  Hie  schooner, 
which  proving  ineffectual  bi  reaeon  of  intervening  sand  hills,  disp 
i  i  ■  •  1 1  -  were  mede  to  land.    Tnirtj  marines  under  Lieutenant  l-.i 
put  ashore  and  deployed  mishera  across  the  spit.  \\  1 1 1 1 •  ■  n  In   nch 

with  u  howitoer  took  position  to  enfilade  snj  advance  on  n  I  bj 

ill.-  rebel  cavaJ rj 

Thus  covered  the  seameo  tended  withaboei  howitzer  on  it 

.1  i  pened  on  the  schooner  in  the  inlet,     At  the  tit'th  round 
she  took  tii  tha  valuable  cargo  of  turpentine,  was  booh  in  one 

Maze. 

The  part]  then  returned  to  the  t¥$p&ic.    It  had  been  placed  to 
charge  of  the  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  Churchill,  whocai 
out  his  orders  pcrj   creditably.     Lieutenant    Fagan,  of  the  Marin*' 
Corps,   Lot  h    Guno  and  Tfcylor,  and  Acting  Master's  Mates 

Orcutt  and  hutching  also  performed  weir  pai 

Previously  thirteen  contrabands  bad  escaped  to  the  .1/ 

I  trust  iin-  correction  arill  serve  i>>  nn  r.itiiir.iiion  which 

the  rebels  may  have  derived  from  the  capture  of  our  boat's  crew. 

I  bavethe  h«>n<>r  to  be,  very  respect  fully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

JHO.  A.  1  »mii   ;kkn. 
■■■  At/ mi m.'.  Oomdgr.  South  Ail 

Bob  ok  \\  n  • 

,   •>/  th.     .Y'I'-i/.     II  ft,    I>.    <  . 

P.  S.     I  herewith  enclose  reports  of  Captain  Green.  Commander 
Spotta,  and  Acting  Masters  Collins  and  <  marked  A,  B,  C,  D. 

[Kncluiuxe  A.] 

I     .     >.     9.     <     VN  VM.AI" 

op  :.,,,.  s.  r..  January  ;.  /  ■ 

ienoe  to  your  instructions.  I  left  this  anchorage  on  I  he 

39th  ultimo  in  tbi  steamer  Mary  8a*rfbraL  accompanied  by  the  atean*  r 

Xii >.■>■!<  \  sieam  tug  Daffodil ,  ana  hark  Ethan  Alton  and  ,  d  Kb 

mill  arrived  on  the  follow  fog  afternoon  at  an  an.-h.  irag*  distanl  ebon! 

tnilea  Erom  Murrell'a  Inlet.::,  |oined  there  bj  the  schooner 

Preparat  Jymade  ft  r  disembarking  in  fori 

daylight  the  following  morning  forth.-  purpose  of  accomplishing,  as 
the  object  of  the  expedition,  agreeably  to  your 
inatructiona. 

r  tbfl  w.itli.  i    appeared  unsettled  and  somewhat  threaten 
Eng,  the  wind  began  t.>  freshen  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  and 
a  heavy  swell  to  make  from  the  southward  and  eastward.    The  wind 
and  swell  continued  bo  increase  du ring  tin-  night  and  bo  such  a  degree, 
until  {  ...lock  the  following  moi  to  endanger  tin-  safet)  of  the 

launches  in  tow  of  the  Mary  Sanford  and  Ni} 

One  of  the  launehea  broke  adrift  and  m  red  with  consider- 

able difficulty.    Soon  after  the  recovery  of  1 1 1« -  launch  tin-  wind  and 
li  comu  i  abate,  but  the  weather  -till  preaented  an  unsettled 

. a 
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appearance,  and  is  the  launches  and  also  men  rfly  itationed  in 

keep  them  freeol  prater  would,  in  mj  opinion,  be  [eopardiaed, 
weather  pre\  ail  considerable  length 

nf  time,  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  any  attempt  t<>  di  i 
bark  in  force  as  contemplated,  and  to   ecuu  ':  ofthelanno] 

i»\  Beeking  a  bsJi  or  harbor,  and  altar  h>  carry  oat 

<t  ructions  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power       \i  cordinely,  I  diroi 
the  /  "••  to  retora  to  her  anchorage  aear  Rattlesnake  Shoal, 

and  with  (lie  remaining  vessels  of  the  expedition^  excepting  the 
schooner  Mangham^  which  had  returned  t<>  ner  station  *»tT  tin*  inlel 
night  previous,  prooeeded  to  anil  arrived  earl}  in  the  afternoon  of 
Hi  :;i~t  ultimo  at  an  anchorage  t<>  the  northward  and  about  10  miles 
distant  from  Georgetown  light-house.  Here  I  directed  the  launches 
which  the    \  ad  in  tow   to  be  transferred  to  the  tug,  and  the 

removal  of  the  boat  howitzers  from  the  launches  to  the  Mary  Sarrft 
nit!  ordered  I  on  >p«>tts  to  proceed  the  next  m< 

ing  to  Murrell's  Inlet  and  destroy  ■  scnooner  known  to  1m-  in  the  inlet 
loaded  and  ready  to  ran  the  blockade. 

1  ommander  Spotts  skillf ull\  and  raccessfulh  executed  the  order, as 
will  appear  from  his  report,  a  copy  of  arnica  la  herewith  enclo 
and  rejoined  the  Mary  >■■  lay  night,  the  Lai  instant,  at  their 

and  from  whence  the  three  vessels  ret turned  t«>  Charleston,  arriv- 

ing about  DOOn  i>n  Saturday. 

•  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.      F.      tilJKIN. 

( bpl 
Rear- Admiral  .1.    V.    I>ami,<.kkn, 

Ctomdff.  8  .i,oJfJf orris  IxUiud.  S.O. 

wiir*  B.I 

1   .  S.  8.   Nie.sK. 
OfMurrdP*  fiddt  January  /.  18 
Stu:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  1  prooeeded  to  this  place  and 
delivered  to  the  LT.  S.  scnoonei  '>■■■  rfft  Maugham  -•>  oi  her  new. 
I  di  the  schooner  designated  by  you  lying  inside  the  inlet 

opened  fire  upon  her.  hut  din  not  succeed  in  setl  rig  bet  on  fire  in 
Donsequeaoe of  s  -and  spit  which  com  ealed  ber  bnlL  I  therefore  fitted 
im  expedition  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Churchill,  ex  ecu- 
officer  of  this  ship,  consisting  of  two  launches  with  howiteers  and 
40  men,  and  two  cutters  with  80  marines.  Landed  one  howitzer  on 
the  spit  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Taylor,  Of  tin-  8outh  CaroUna^ 
and  marines  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Fagan.  of  the  mark 
opened  fire  on  the  schooner  at  300  yards  with  howitzer,  and  the  fifth 
shell  set  her  on  tin. 

The  schooner  an  I  cergi  >,  n  Exich  i  onsisted  of  turpentine^  ware  entirely 
consumed* 

The  expedition  was  abij  commanded  and  design  executed  by  Acting 
Mantel    Churchill,  assi  ted   ' •  v    Lieutenant    Pagan, of  marine-.  Acti 

gn   Qunn,   Acting    Ensign  Taylor,  of  the   SoutA  Carolina,  and 
Acting  Master's  Mates  Orcuu  and  EOtoning. 

t\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
.i   ii  Spom, 
■ 
Captain  Joe.  F,  Gbbkn, 
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[Knrlomire  C] 

l".  8.  S<  BOONXB  ObOHGE   Ma\oii\u. 
.    MvrrdPs  It.ht,  South  r<n»/;„.>  «?,  iS63. 

I   have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4  o'clock  this  morning  ft 
boat  was  observed  making  for  this  rental  from  the  shore,  and.  a] 
ln»ing  hailed,  it  was  discovered  t«>  contain  18  contrabands  who  had  I 
nighl  affected  their  as  m  slavery,  and  inol oding  among  their  nmn- 

ber  4  females  and  1  infant^ all  of  whom  are  now  on  board  tl  -nor 

well  eared  for.  They  imparted  considerable  information  respecting 
this  locality  and  tin-  Ban  works  now  in  progress,  which,  if  correct,  must 
I  novo  of  value. 

Thai   furthermore  state  that  a  schooner  is  now  within  the  inlet 
loaded  with  a  cargo  of  turpentine,  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  evade 
tin-  hlorkudf  and  proceed  to  Nassau.  [New  Providence].    Also,  thi 
companies  of  soldiers,  prinoipalW  cavalry,  are  engnged  baraabout  in 
the  protection  of  these  salt  manufactures  and  in  put  rolling  the  be* 

I  Lave  the  lnmor  to  bo,  very  ivspet  t  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.lolIN    1'oi.i.ins.  .Ir.. 

Acting  .'/■■ 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Comm<     i        South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadn 


[Bactoanw  n.j 


V.  S.  Brig  1'krry. 


Off  id,  -/unitary  ',,  /•■ 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  :kl  instant  baa  been  received,  asking  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  capture  and  hanging  of  a  colored  man  belong- 
ing to  this  veaael  at  Mun  ell's  Inlet, 

ply.  I  bag  leave  to  state  that  there  was  a  colored  man  captuiM 
belonging  to  the  boat's  crew,  but  T  have  no  evidence  that  be  was  hung. 
All  that  1  nave  beard  in  regard  to  him  was  a  rumor,  coming  from 
I     -.  s.   \ "/'/<>/..  that  he  was  bong  immediately  after  captnj 
Very  respectfully,  yo  nl  servant, 

Sami..   IV  QrEOOKT, 
Acting  Hat  Inuj. 

Rear -Admiral  JoHM    A.    DaHLOBKM, 

vnHc  BBcdg.  SguaaYon^  iff  Morris  Island, 

P.  S. — The  colored  man's  name  was  George  Brirusinaid. 

[Rnchmire  E.) 

r.  Pebbt, 

fMorru  South  (  <  -to.  lM-i. 

Bra:  1  have  tin-  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  roar  command 
cation  of  the  29th  ultimo.     In  answer,  would  observe  rhat  my  report 

on  the  loss  of  a  I  tout's  «-r«'\\  at  .Mm  rail's  Inlet  contained  all  the  pai 
ulars  which  took  place  on  that  occasion.     That  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
l.'th.  being  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  land,  I  Bent  on  shore  a 
flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  any  of  my  men  were 

killed,  and   if  so.  bow  many:  rho  were  wound. id;    also,   if  any 

were  uninjured.  The  commander  of  the  foroes  at  Brat  declined  to 
answer  the  questions,  but  did  sand  me  word  thai  my  son  and  [Acting] 
Ensign  Anderson  were  uninjured,  that  there  ware  8  wounded^  I  n 

tally,  that  they  would  be  treated  as  well  as  their  own  soldiers,  at  the 
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same  time  assuring  the  officer  in  charge  thai  a  flag  of  truce  would 
always  be  respected. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SaML.   B.  (Juki. 
A<t! mi  Hfoat 

Bear- Admiral  John  a.  Dahi.cken. 

,././.  South  AJAon.Hn  Blockading  Son* 

|  KiKl.-iirt-  P,| 

l\  s.  Brig  Pehht, 

Qff  M>>rfs  Jsinii'l.  January  J.  t 
Sik:  (ieorge  Brimsinaid,  captured  at    Muriell"-  Inlet.  WIS  a  colored 

man  belonging  to  New  London.  Conn*,  shipped aa  landsman  on  b< 
the  AW/A  <  September  24,  1863,  was  transferred  to  this  ves 

sel  from  t  la-re  October  29,  L863,  aged  89  yearn     Had  been  interro 

gated  afl  to  whether  be  was  a  slave,  and  he  said  he  never  had  been  one. 

lie  had  no  arm-  v.  lien  .-aptuml. 

\'ei  \  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

>ami..  B.  Gbjboobi . 
Acting  Master,  <'<■  »j. 

Rear-Aihninil  .John  A.   I »ahi.«:kkn , 
Commanding  South  Atlantic  /»''■ 


B«port  of  Acting  Eniign  Andenon.  U.  5.  Navy,  commanding  boat*  from  the  TJ.  8.  brig  Perry. 

Wash  i nc.t<  >n .  ' ><  t> 'her  22,  Mi 
s 1 1 : :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  of  December,  1868, 

I   landed  on    Magnolia    Beaeh,  near   Mnrreir.s   Inlet,  South  Carolinia. 
with  two  boats  and   -J'J  men.  from   the  I  .  S.  brig  /'wy/.  areompanied 

by  Acting  Ensign  W.  B.  Arranta.  Acting  Assistant  Paymastei  George 

w.  Bnrkett,  and  Master's  Mate  Thomas  II.  McDonald  of  that  \<- 

Bcfor-'  leaving  the  ship  wr   received  verbal  orders  from  Acting 

l'..  Gregory,  commanding  the  r.nu.  to  lake  with  as 

Dsmsid  (colored  landsman)  to  land  Ota  Magnolii  Beach,  and 

to  send  him  ahead  unarmed,  as  a  -tout.      If  no  rebels  were  reported  in 
the  vicinity,  to  proe<  06S  to  Murrell's  Iidet.  leaving  the  boats  in 

rgeoi  Acting  Master^  Mate  rhotna    H.  McDonald,  to  set  fire  to 
the  schooner  Ceoilia^fA  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  to  destroy  all 

pieket .stations  that  we  might  eome across.      We  were,  further  insl  meted 

ignalise  the  Porrp%  in  case  we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy,  in  order 
that  -he  might  cooperate  with,  and  cover  oe  by.  her  guns.     A 
landing  on  the  beacnand  forming  my  men.  we  proceeded  to  some  high 


drifts,  within  sight  of  the  ship  and  boar-  on  the  beach,  where  I  posted 
land-man  Sam  B.  Gregory,  |r.,  with 

him  how  ami  when  to  u-i 


T       _     t 

;gorv.  jr..  with  the  signal  flag,  and  instructed 


We  then  started  for  the  schooner  in  Murrell's  Inlet,  and  had  only 
proceeded,  a  short  distance,  when  Gregory,  the  signal  man,  was  di- 
oovered  running  toward  us,  crying  on!  thai  en  avaliy  n 

approaehing  from  the  southward,  he,  in  the  meantime  having  made  no 
use  whatever  of  the  signal  flag.     I  took  the  Bag  from  him  and 
endeavored  to  signalize  the  ship,  but  before  I  could  do  so  • 
.barged  by  a  company  of  cavalry,  and  forced  to  retreat  to  a  hummock 


inn 
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tithe  foot  of  0110  of  the  sand  hill*.     Another  romps  aln  ,  at 

tin-  ur.  made  fin  unsuccessful  upon  iln-  Urn; 

I 'ni'.riuiiarriy.  the  hrig  was, at  the  time.  i\  lug  bead  on  i"  the  b 
so  thai  bar  gone  oould  not  be  imuieht  to  bear.    On  being  attacked  En 
the  rear  hy  the  company  which  had  charged  upon  the  boats,  1  deei 
it  expedient,  after  a  brisk  resistance,  to  Borrender.    Our  lose  wi 
wounded,  :;  slightly, 

Acting  Assistant  Pay  nutate  _e  \Y.  Rurkett;  John  Bernhardt 

swam):  Conrad  Horse  (seaman),  slightly,  sine  recovered;  I 
John   Pink  ham.  Jamas  Tobin,*  seriously.     John  Pinkham.  after  our 
render,  still  Lying  on  the  ground,  unable  tori  eots 

of  hi-  rounds,  was  ordered  by  one  of  the  rebel  captains  to  gel  up.  On 
replying  that  be  oould  not,  the  captain  shot  him  with  hie  revolver, 
inflicting  a  wound  from  which  be  died  a  ihorf  time  after. 

The   enemy's  loss  was  1  killed   and  ::  wounded,  in  addition  to  1 
horse  killed  and  1  wounded. 

After  arriving  at  the  enemy's  ramp  in  the  woods,  George  Brims- 
maid  (colored  landsman)  wis  taken  from  our  party  by  twooi  the  rebel 
•■avail  \  man  and  a  man  In  citizen's  dress.    One  of  the  rebels  was  set 
strike  Brimsmaid  over  the  head  with  his  saber  as  they  were  taking 
him  through  the  (amp.     A  few  minutes  later  we  heard  aloud  yell 
and  immediately  after  the  reports  of  two  guns.     The  two  rebels  who 
took  Brimamaia'  soon  returned,  and  stated  thai  they  bad  hung  and  r 
-hoi  him.     This  fart  was  afterwards  atiiniH'd  to  us  hy  several  ottii  >  > 
Of  the  oommaod,  which  consisted  of  two  companies  of  the  Fifth  : 
Twenty-first   Georgia  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain-*  [II.  K.  | 

Harrison  and  |( !.  C.)  Bowen. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GSOBOE   A.m>kkso\, 
Acting  Ensign  f .  8.  a 

Hon.  (flOKON    \\  KI.I.KS. 

■ 


LUt  of  officer*  and  moo  captured  from  U    8.  brig  Perry,  at  Marroll't  Inlet,  Booth  Carolina 

December  6,  1863. 

Acting  Km  >rge  Anderson. 

Acting    Ensign  William  II.  Arrants. 

Acta  tunt  Paymaster  George  W.  Burkatt. 

( loxswain  John  P.  Keinhnrdt. 

Coxswain  John  Pinkham  (dead),  (i ^etown.  s  c. 

Seaman  Conrad  Borse.  | 

Seaman  William  Henderson  (dead),  Columbia,  S.  C.  duly  LO,  L8W 

inan  Michael  Lawton.  f 
S'iuimii  James  Davis,  t 

(man  Peter  Keefe.  lag  amputated  May  98,  iS'il. 
Seaman  Mil  had  Tobin  (dead).  Audersouville.  (Ja. 

Landsman  William  McDowell. 

Land-man  Sam.  B.  Gregory,  jf-t 

Colored  landsman  George  B.  Brimsmaid:  hnflg  at  .MurrelTs  Inlet 


•ProUi.h  Mtabasl  XoUn. 


i  1..  ii  at  Iliclilanil  Prison,  Columliia.  s.  Q, 
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UlKJltH.    F(H  KTH    Mll.lTAKV     DlB  I     \i:m|.|\a. 

.  c.\.  />  .  1869, 

General:  On  the  5th  instant  a  party  of  the  enemy  (16  in  number) 
from  the  man-of-war  blockading  on  Murroll's  Inlet,  landed  upon  Mag- 
nolia Beach,  near  that  inlet,  for  the  purpOBe,  88  is  supj>o«ed.  <>f  burn- 
ing a  small  schooner  lying  therein.  They  win-  promptly  and  vigor- 
ously attacked   by  a  iiortion  of  Company    B.  Twenty-fust    Battalion, 

GtaoWia  Cavalry,  oncEer  the  command  of  Captain  \\i.  K.J  Harrison, 

and  lie1  whok  party,  with  but  one  exception,  taken  with  DOOHl  of  their 
arm-.  Two  of  the  men  are  badly  WOlinded.  I  regret  to  add  that 
Captain  Harrison  lost  I  man  Lillcd  mid  9 severely  wounded.  Fourteen 
of  the  prisoners  have  been  conducted  to  these  neadqoarters.  Twelve 
of  tin  in  n  ill  Ik-  seal  hence  to-morrow  to  the  headquarters  of  tip  o 
manding  genenil.  Tin'.  consist  of  '■'■  offioen  and  9  men.  The  2 
wounded  men  are.  retained  in  hospital.  The  missing  prisoner  is  not 
officially  aooonnted  for. 

I  urn,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Ml  nut, 

.1.    II.  Traher. 
Brigadier-  Qmcral,  Commo- 

Brigadier-(Jeneral  Thomas  .Ikkhan, 

.  0! 

(Endorsement] 

Di IGBMBSB   U.  1863. 

Compliment  Captain  Harrison  and  linn  for  their  BOC06 

(i.  T.  Beauregard. 

Ge/uru'  •»tli)«j. 

king  of  the    V.  S.  &  i^w,  off  <'/'..■.  S.   (".,  / 

6\  1863. 

|TH4-irmm.] 

Charleston.  lhvnnh'V  .v,  1863. 

(Received at  Washington,  10.25a.  m.,  via  I'cii  Monroe,  December  l*J.) 

The  monitor    WeehatoJtm  foundered   in  some  heavy  weather  on  Sun 

day,  the  6th.    Reports  have  gone  by  the  ffiiUontna  Oircmtwru    She 

lit--  in  80  feet  of  water.      Please  send  apparatus  to  raise  her. 
\    iv  respectfully. 

.1.   A.   Dahegren, 

Ji"'r-  A'hi'lraL 
Hon.  (iiijkon  Wei. i.i>. 

Sccretar;/  Navy. 


Report  of  Renr-Admiral  Dahlgren,  17.  8.  Ha»y. 

Flag-Steam  kr  PHILADELPHIA, 

Qf  MOT!  ■•/.    If.r.unhrr  6*,  1863. 

With  feelings  beyond  m\  ability  to  express,  1  have  to  announce 
that  the  monitor  WMhmokt  "  sank  at  leu  anchorage  to-day  at  half  past 
2o'cl 
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It  was  blowing  a  moderate  gale  from  B.  by  N.  at  the  time,  and  I  had 
bean  occasionally  noticing  the  motions  of  the  .)/•>// f</vt;,  whieh  was 
anchored  tin-  Mgnesl  up  toe  bai  bor,  and  had  been  und< 

Mr.  Hughi-s.  the  nroermteadea  pairs  of  the  monitors,  was 

talking1  to  me  at  the  time  asking  leave  to  go  home — when  the  signal 
■r  announced  that  the  11  >  bad  flying  a  signal  "  for  assist- 

ance,*' and  this  was  followed  almost  immediately  by  the  entrance  of  the 
fleet  captain,  who  reported  that  the  Wethaakm  appeared  to  be  sinking. 
Directions  were  gfl  en  at  once  to  let  her  make  for  the  beach,  hut  before 
the  last  measure  could  bo  taken,  the  Weehtnofon  disappeared  beneath 
the  water,  and  nothing  was  seen  above  but  the  flag  ana  the  top  of  the 
smokestack. 

Sanely  rive  minute-  claimed  between  the  time  that,  the  signal  ''for 
assistance"  was  made  and  the  sinking  of  the.  vessel. 

I  am  entirely  unable,  from  the  imjierfect  information  at  hand,  to 
satisfy  myself  of  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster. 

Some  attribute  it  to  the  entrance  of  a  heavy  sea  in  the  fore  hatch, 
tilling  the  anchor  well:  others  Bay  thai  there  was  an  excess  of  water  in 
the  vessel  three  hours  before  she  went  down,  which  is  also  attributed  to 
the  hawse  pipe;  some  talk  of  the  water  forcing  in  at  the  joint  of  the 
overhang;  but  it  would  appear  that  no  apprehension  of  danger  existed 
until  ten  OF  fifteen  minutes  In-fore  the  signal  was  made. 

The  H"  hanofa  "  lay  about  east  of  the  beacon  house  on  Morris  Island, 
and  nearest  to  her  were  a  mortar  schooner,  a  tug.  and  my  own  steamer. 
The  Irons-Id,*  and  other  vessels  Jay  lower  down,  except  the  A/o/dauk^ 
which  was  on  picket. 

Steam  tugs  and  boats  were  dispatched  at  onco  to  pick  up  the  crew, 

but  it  is  to  be  feared  tleil     OB  B  I'  BBVe  I n  lost. 

These  can  not  yet  be  known  with  exactness,  as  the  survivors  are 
scattered  among  different  vessels,  and  it  blows  too  fresh  to  communicate 
with  facility. 

I  shall  send  to  Port  Royal  for  the  divers  and  other  means  to  raise 
the  WciJinmken*  and  would  ask  that  the  Department  would  also  send 
here  any  assistance  that  i-  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlgbbk, 
Rear- Admiral,  OmuUj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  t  fie  Navy*  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Bear-  Admiral  DahlgT»n.  17.  S.  Navy,  for  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  [eland,  December  7,  1S6S. 
(iKATi.KMKN:  It  is  important  that  a  full  enquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  oattsefl  of  the  deplorable  disaster  that  befell  the  Weehmrlf). 
yesterday.     You  are  therefore  appointed  :i  eourt.  of  enquiry  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts  in  the  ease,  and  give  your  opinion  thereon. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Benjamin  r.  Munroe  is  appointed  the 
judge-aaVocate  of  said  court. 
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Y.ni  will  endeavor  to  regulate  the  proceedings  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  your  duties  u  commander-  of  monitors. 
Very  reepectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dabxobxw, 

I>, ■■■!■-. \'hn inil.  Otrmdg.  South  AUeuU/ie  WiOebudi/ng  Sfvddmn, 

Lleutenani  Commandei  E.  Sncracnr. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  L.  I 'avis. 
Lieutcnant-Commaiclei  ,1.  .1.  Coi:nwell. 


R«port  of  Rear-Admiral  Datalgren,  D.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report*. 

No.  21*7. |  Flao  mkamhr  Philadelphia, 

OjJ  Morn*  Inland*  D  -'.  1863. 

Sir:  Another  dispatch  informs  you  of  the  sad  disaster  thai  has 
befallen  tin-  Wuhaaiken.  I  have  ordered  an  enquiry,  which  will  sup- 
ply all  the  evidence  that  is  attainable;  meanwhile,  there  are  dim  reacCB 
of  opinion  m>nng  well-informed  officers.  Some  attribute  the  cause 
to  the  water  in  the  anchor  well,  the  intlnx  through  the  bewse  pipe, 
and  the  depression  forward,  so  that  the  water  would  not.  flow  to  the 
pumps. 

A  written  opinion  (A)  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Simpson,  who 
has  the  monitor  .  states  that  the  water  did  run  aft  and  that 

the  rotary  pump  was  in  full  action.     He  thinks  that  weakness  from 
hrjuj  1 1 b  perhaps  some  strain  in  beaching,  had  loosened 

rivets  in  bottom  plates,  and  the  rough  sea  opened  the  plates.  an(i  did 
tin-  i 

Among  the  melancholy  eonseojuenoes  are  the  loss  of  life. 

Four  engineers  and  27  men  are  missing,  th.-  names  of  whom  arc 
enclosed  (I?).  Every  effort  was  made  to  save  the  crew,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  water  was  alive  with  boats. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  may  have  escaped  ashore,  but  the  chances 
are  very  slight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  res]H>et fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  A.  Pa iu.o ren, 
li-'ir- Admiral,   ('"/,/  (h  Athniti-"  Blockading  <So>i-idn<ri. 

Hon.  Gideon  W  eu.es, 

Secreta/ty  of  the  Na't)y^\Va*<h  ,<<!'<<.  I).  ('. 

[Koclomre  A.J 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Par^au  . 
of  Warns  Ishmd,  s>>,ith  GtiroUna,  !>•  on tl»-rii,  1863. 
Sir:  I  respeotfuUj  submit  my  opinion  of  the  cause :  of  the  sinking 

of   tin-    H  .  •  h 

From  tin-  testimony  that  I  have  been  ablo  to  collect,  it  appears  that 
between  11  a.  m.  and  meridian  the  windlass  nxun  was  full  of  water; 
the  forward  hatch  was  then  dosed,  and  no  water  could  find  Its  way  in 
except  through  the  bewae  hole.  At  this  time  the  centrifugal  pump 
did  not  work,  as  there  was  not  enough  water  aft  to  make  it  "fete 
This  indicated  a  want  of  free  communication  through  the  limbers.     It 

mfl  BS  if   this  difficulty  was  overcome,  for  some  time  afterwi 
the  water  rose  '"  about  4  inches  of  the  tiro-room  Hoor.  which  would 
make  it  26  inches  Inflow  the  grate  Imrs  when  the  centrifugal  pump 
was  in   operation,  discharging  steadily  its  2,000  or  8,000  gallons  of 
water  |>er  minute. 


BpprahaMioo  seema  to  have  been  felt  at  this  tim<  i  Han 

gcr  of  sinking:  the  vessel  was  noticed  to  bo  settling,  but  the  command* 
ing  officer  desired  the  presence  of  the  captain,  anu  commenced  to 
nanae  to  that  effect. 

At  this  instant  the  water  suddenly  rose  in  the  vessel  and  she  com- 
menced to  settle  forward. 

The  signal  '"in  want  of  assistance"  was  made  immediately  and  she 
it  down. 

Mv  conclusion  is  thai  the  sinking  of  the  vessel  was  not  occasioned 
by  the  water  that    found  its  way  into  Iter  through  the  hawse  hole,  for 

it  Beamed  clearly  proven  that  free  communication  was  established 
through  the  timbers  between  the  hawse  hole  and  the  centrifugal  pomp, 
and  I  conceive  that  the  centrifugal  pomp  hi  aide  to  discharge  all  water 

that  COUld  enter  h\   the  hjtWM  hole. 

I  believe   that  the    injuries  thai  the  vessel    had    received    in 
particularly  white  aground  undei   \\i<-  lire  of  the  Sullivan's  Island  hat 
teric-  (assisted,  perhaps,  by  the  straining  produced  by  being  beached 
at  Port  Royal)  had  so  strained  her  that  the  rivets  were  loose  on  some 

of  her  bottom  plates,  and  the  rough  sea  that  was  running  at  the  time 
of  the  disaster  must  have  been  sufficient  to  open  the  plates  and  admit 
the  wat 

From  nil  that  I  can  learn  it  was  no  gradual  accumulation  of  water 
that  caused  the  teasel  hut  it  was  almost  instantaneous;  thifl 

could  alone  be  caused  by  inch  reason  as  i  here  assign. 

I   merely   submit   tins  hurri.  with    view  t<>   rendering  BOOM 

slight  aid  toward  assigning  a  reason  for  the  terrible  disaster. 

^\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant. 
K.  Si vi -son. 
mnuindim 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  DABLORiar, 
Commanding  South  Atlantic  Hi  'ran. 
[KiKrlunirr  H.| 



Henry  W.  Moriim,  third 
Anguatus  .Mitchell,  third  aanstant  eriirineer. 
QeOimW,   MoOowan  l.int  engin. 

CLwIce  SponfrlK'iv.  acting  third  a.«wistant  ongn. 

l.lri  ';  tufit  from  tin  Wifhun km. 


1    Thomas  Piper,  <]uartfrinaster. 

!:  Hi.-:-  BCSUOO 

8.  John  liin  -kl 

in  Kerrigan,  landsman. 
mi  Qarpenter  landsman. 
tt.  Joseph  Grogan. 

Cnaa.  r.  Davis,  BrBt-oltai  fireman. 
•  :m  Williams,  lands-man. 

9.  Chiu..  H.  Wills.ni,  seaman. 

"  ni.  II.  Williamson,  officers' cook. 
n.  ship*  - 1 
1L'.  John  BothdajB,  third-claw-  boy. 
13.  Ralph  Anderson. 
•han. 
15.  Edward  M  u  I  l.-n.wo.nd-chias  fireman. 
Very  respectfully. 

(Joramander -I.  M.  Duncan. 


Ifl    Mh  Ii.k-i  nine,  ooal  beaver. 
17.  Jamas  Leonao. 

Is    Thomas  Mee,  first-elans  Brem 

19.  Robert  Nugent,  coal  heaver. 

2G   Thomas  Donovan,  ofdraary  seaman, 
H  QliamG.  Pike,  "nii nary  seaman. 
argfl   M     LeigfiJOn,    tirst-clas- 
BUB. 
•mv  Sin, m.  -r,  .second -class  ft  re  i 

24.  ThomaM  Slathers,  tint-class  fireman. 
i"inaiH  l»otilin.  1 

26.  Stephen  C.  Newman,  first-class  fire- 
man. 

87    Nat  ascertained. 

Frei>khi<  k  K.  Stow, 
A'-tlihj  A.m«tant  I 'ay //taster. 
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[Marginal  note  on  roll  of  II  i  reports  as  lost  with  that  reesel 

December  0,  1868^   Jamas  Scallon,  John  Buckley,  Ralph   Anderson, 
Kilwanl  Gfoghan,  Michael  CLine,  James  Lennon,  and  our  other,  di 

unknown.] 


Lottor  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahljrren,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ha»y,  requesting 
pnmpe  for  oae  on  the  aanken  vetiel. 

No.  ft  Fi.ah -Stkamkk  Philadelphia, 

op  Morru  bland,  !>■  .  1883. 

Sin:  Will  the  Department  please  to  bare  purchased  and  seal  bo  me 
here  three  Woodworm  pumps,  huge  size,  wiih  sections  of  flexible  suc- 
tion hose,  in  4H- foot  lengths,  with  strainers,  hose  not  to  exceed  6 
inches,  outside  diameter. 

They  are  intended  to  pump  out  the   WeehaicL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlqbjen, 
h'-'tr-  Ailinlrol.  Chmdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sauaw 

Hon.  (iIDEON    \\  KI.i 


Boport  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Savy.  regarding  measure!  Uke&  for  raiting  the 

U.  B.  8.  Weohawken. 

No.  30*2.1  I  i  ■1i,-Sn.\MKii    IMm.Ai.Ki.i-ui  \, 

Off  A/orris  /.si, 

Sik:  I   have  already  informed  the  Department  of  the  sad  disaster 

thai  befell  the   W«ehavokm.     At  iloi  water  her  pilot  bouse  has  been  ■ 

i  out  of  water.      I  toofe  immediate  measure.- toward  raisinjr  her,  the 

Btst  of  which  was  to  BBOertain  whether  the  overhang  had   parted  from 

the   hull,  as  asserted    by  sonic.      A  efunl>oat  v..  for  the  divers  al 

Tort  Koyul.and  they  arrived  here  on  the  9th.  On  the  10th  two  exam- 
inations were  made  at  slack  water,  which,  by  reason  of  the  h 
and  strong  tide,  were  not  .so  complete  as  they  would  hare  been  other 
Still,  the  diver  was  able  to  sethblSah  nearly  to  s  certainty  that 
the  Structure  of  the  hull  is  probably  entire,  there  being  no  separation 
of  the  overhang  at  the  bow.  to  winch  the  diver  was  obliged  i"  confine 
himself,  and  uch  was  alleged  to  have  occurred. 

The  vessel  rests  m  \.-iv  soft  mud,  ho  thai  the  diver  sank  Into  it. 
The  guns  are  in  place.    As  the  bed  weather  bad  returned    beavi 
and  Slowing  strong  from  north  and  east— it  was  Impoaelble  t..  proi  eed 
further,  and  I  concluded  it  safe  to  proceed  on  the  at  itxn  prion  that  the 
hull  was  entire. 

It  only  remains  now. 

To  remove  all  accessible  Weights  from  the  hull. 

9d.  'I'"  close  the  batches  and  other  aperture-  in  the  deck,  which  is 
rcadih  done. 

3d.   To  dose  tiie  pilot  bouse,  turret,  and  smoke  p  epl  at  the 

top. 

4th.  To  insert  down  the  funnel  and  pilot  bouse  the  hose  from  pow- 
erful pumps. 


ior, 
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5th.    1'la ide  u  large  and  empty  hulk,  to  be  secured,  when 

well  sunk,  by  chains  t"  the  hull. 

6th.   At  low  tides  haul  taut,  the  chains,  pomp  oat  the  bi  gside 

and  the  Woahamketi, 

7th.  If  the  monitor  does  not  come  fully  up  to  the  surface,  tow  her 
into  more  shallow  water  and  repeat  the  operation. 

If  tin*  means  ware  at  hand,  all  this  might  be  effected  in  two  or  three 
week*. 

I  have  instituted  a  OOOrt  Of  enquiry,  composed  <if  the  three  com- 
manderaof  monitors  now  here,  and  naveoraered  up  the  1  to 

inaiiitain  the  force  at  this  place  on  a  suitable  footing. 

Since  this  moat  unfortunutr  occurrence  the  weather  has   been,  with 
little  exception,  excessively   had.  blowing  and  raining,  with  an  dj 
BOB,  that  i>  very  trying,  our  ejf.-rt  of  which  has  been  to  dislodge  a  n(i 

og  down  u  quantity  of  the  o i ,-t ructions,  some  of  them  m 
rope,  others  of  liea\  v  piles  L2  to  1(>  inches  square,  banded  together  by 
sixes  with  iron.     One    that  I    saw  measured  was  26  feet   long,  broken 
off  from  its  pointed  end,  while  the  other  had   been   broomed  by  tin- 
blows  of  the  driver. 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  Department's  communica- 
tion of  December  8  that  the  new  monitors  will  be  here  bi  the  Let  of 
January,  for  that  is  onlv  two  weeks  otf,  and  the  onward  move  will 
then  be  made  without  d.-lny. 

If  the  Weehawken  can  be  sol  up  in  time,  so  much  the  better;  if  not, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  became  I  baveoalj  tea  monitor-  instead  of  eieveni 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Ino.   A.   I  >\iii  OBXN, 
lit tir-  Ailiidf"! '.   Coiiuly.   Sunt/,     \tlmitic  BtiK'ktuliiuj  Sf/uatfrtm. 

Hon.  (Jior.uN  Welles, 

Secr>J"r>f  '■/','/(■:  Naroff)  Wa.ihinyton,  B.C. 


Letter  from  John  Ericsson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  suggesting  means  for  preventing 
similar  casualties  to  other  monitors. 

Niw  Yokk,  fhrember  12,  1868. 

San  The  fatal  accident  to  the  W&hatwken*  caused  by  the  forward  or 
anchor  bolster  hatch  being  left  open  until  the  sea  hacf  forced  so  much 
water  into  the  forward  compartment  as  to  bring  the  vessel  by  the 
head,  calls  for  immediate  application  of  an  expedient  by  which  a  recur* 

fence  of  the  calamity  may  be  prevented.  I  therefore  ivs|>cctfullv 
propose  to  introduce  :i  light  wrought- iron  sliding  hatch,  supported  on 

slides  attached  to  tin  deck  beams  under  the  hatch  opening,  as  shown 

by  the  enclosed  plan.  This  -liding  hatch,  which  i>  provided  with  an 
Syebolt  at  one  end.  may  be  closed  at  any  time  from  below  by  means 
of  :t  rope  or  small  tackle.  It  i-  not  intended  thai  this  sliding  hatch 
should  be  quite  watertight,  but  if  made  as  now  proposed  any  of  the 

!  donkey  pumps  will  readily  clear  the  vessel  of  the  water  that  can 

i  through  it.    1  shall  be  verj  happy  to  manufacture  a  sufficient 
numb  ch  hatches  and  frames  in  the  course  <>f  next  week,  should 

you  see  fit  to  approve  of  my  suggestion.  The  attaching  the  hatch  ou 
board  will  be  but.  a  few  hours3  work. 

It  will  be  proper  to  observe  that  closing  Ike  door  in  the  forward 
water-tight  bulkhead  will  not  insure  absolute  safety  when  the  vessel 
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baa  a  full  complement  of  ammunition,  etc.,  on  board.  Too  little 
buoyancy  remains  when  the  109,000  pounds  of  water  held  by  the  for- 
ward compartment  hav«-  entered  the  vessel. 

I  have  very  closely  examiued  As-Utant  hapeotol  Hughes,  who  wit- 
nessed the  sinking  of  the  II  tan,  and  who  conversed  with  her 
pilot  and  several  of  her  crew,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
that  the  water  which  entered  through  the  forward  hatch  until 
vessel  was  too  much  by  the  head  to  render  the  pumps  of  any  avail, 
and  after  that  fatal  condition  through  the  hawse  hole,  caused  the  sink- 
ing of  the  ironclad. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

rl.  Kkicsson. 
Hon.  QlDBON    W  km 

■  </  •>/  '!<■    X'tri/.   I!  >». 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Navy  to   Bear-Admiral   Dahlgren,  D   B.  Hftry,  for  the  oon- 
veiling  of  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Navy  Dkiwktmknt,  December  16 ',  1863. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  litli  instant,  in  relation  to  the  sinking  of 
the  II  ,  Dae  li  i ad. 

The  Deportment  desires  that  you  will  convene  a  court  of  enquiry 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the.  facts  in  the  case. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secrelary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

( ■',.".:/./.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


rinding  of  the  court  of  enquiry. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  on  the  facta  in  the  case,  as  here  detailed,  is 
that  the  causes  of  the  sinking  of  the   II  a  were: 

1st.  Tho  additional  weight  of  ammunition  that  had  been  lately  put 
on  board  of  her.  lean  nini  eO  little  by  the  stern  us  not  to  allow 

Bttfficlent  inclination  for  water  to  get  to  the  pumps  freely. 

2d.  The  neglect  to  close  the  hawse  hole  and  the  delay  iu  closing  the 
hatch  over  the  windlass  room,  which  permitted  the  rapid  accumulate -n 
at  the  forward  extremity  of  the  vessel  of  sufficient  water  to  bring  her 
nearly  on  an  even  keel 

3d.  The  large  amount  of  water  that  was  permitted  to  come  into  the 
■  •I  under  the  turret  through  the  XI -inch  port  and  down  the  ]>erth- 
deek  batch,  which  assisted  to  tip  the  bows  of  the  vessel. 

4th.  The  amount  of  water  which,  owing  t«>  the  Immersion  of  the  for- 
ward part  of  the  vessel,  came  in  under  the  plank-sheer. 

The  absence  of  all  effort  to  relieve'  the  forward  part  of  the  ves- 
sel from  its  depressed  position  by  rolling  shot  aft  or  moving  any  weight 
from  the  bow. 

The  court  does  not  consider  that  it  has  any  positive  evidence  that 
hull  of  tho  Wcehawhen  is  raptured;  extensive  openings  were  appar- 
ent under  the  plank-sheer,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  to 
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indicate  I  rupture  of  the  hull,  except  the  evidence  of  one  witness,  who 
■tata  that  he  found  the  beams  started  in  2  inches,  as  >lmwu  by  the 
imint  marks  having  separated  that  distance  from  the  celling.  The 
court  is  unable  toaoconnt  for  this  appearanoe;  nil  other  poinsB  in  the 
evidence  are  re©  in  the  statement  of  the  (acta  in  the  case  &h 

already  eat  forth. 

It  remains  for  the  court  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
case,  and  it  recognizes  the  propriety  of  further  military  proceedings 
in  the  case. 

E.  Simpson. 
Lieut.  Cbmdr*  and  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Court  of  Enquiry, 

B.    V     MlNKOK. 

Jiui.  ■■  ••■///•  of  th  'rij. 


Memorandum  of  Be «r- Admiral  Daalgren,  D.  8.  Hary,  regarding  the  oauM*  of  the  diaaator. 

FLAO-STEAMElt  PHILADELPHIA. 

Ojf  j\f"rrix  foland,  J  $,  1^6J^ 

In  transmitting  the  foregoing  to  the  Navy  Department,  1  beg  leave 
to  append  the  following  remarks: 

1st.    I  am  of  the  opinion  that   the  linking  of  the  Wuhawktti  was 

entirely  due  to  the  quantity  of  water  that  found  its  way  into  her. 

•Jd.  It  can  not,  of  course,  be  absolutely  decided  that  there  was  no 

age  from  strain  0*  rapture  until   the  vessel  is  fully  examined,  but 

so  far  Be  the  evidence  goes,  it  must  be  accepted  as  almost  conclusive 

that   the   water  which   sank  the  monitor  entered    by  the   hatches  and 

other  apertures  belonging  to  the  const  ruction. 

8d.    By  assigning  the  additional  weight  of  ammunition  as  one  can- 

of  the  stsaster,  and  giving  it  the  Brat  place  in  order,  may  lead  to  the 
opinion  that  the  court  considered  it  as  the  most  important  cause  of  the 
sinking  of  the  Weehowkm.      With  this  [  am  unable  to  concur. 
Mr.  Griffin  states  the  floating  oapaoiQ  of  a  monitor  like  the  H" 

fiavjb  n  to  be  not  less  than  150  tons. 

The  weight  of  additional  ammunition  appears  to  have  been  about  SM 

tons,    which    is   one-sixth   of   the  floating   capacity.      It   is  evident, 

therefore,  that  with  no  more  additional  weight  than  2o  tons,  the   We&- 

would  have  ridden  out  the  gale  as  easily  as  the  Other  monitors. 

4th.  How  far  tin-  locality  of  stowage  of  the  additional  ammunition 
might  have  effected  the  How  of  the  water  aft  is  of  moment.  The  pilot 
states  that  it  changed  the  trim  of  the  WsoKanokon  from  12  inches 
astern  t< 

It  does  not  appear  from  evidence  that  8  inches  by  the  stern  would  Ik> 
insufficient  foe  the  Son  of  water  aft  to  the  pumps,  and  it  is  certainly 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  inclination  thus  given  would  suthYi-, 
unless  there  were  impediments  in  the  way.  But  the  court  states  that 
it  did  not  flow  by  th  a,  and  that  the  pumps  did  not  draw  until 

the  water  waH  so  high  SS  U)  COUU  i  berth  5< 

Now,  1  find  in  the  report  made  to  me  by  the  senior  engineer  U3 

diately  after  the  disaster  that  the  water  did  come  "aft  very  lust.""  and 

pied  two  Woi  thingtou  pomps,  hut  a-  iteontinued  to  gain  forward, 

the   centrifugal  pump  was   start'  d.      "This  pump  worked    well,  but 

drew  the  water  from  the  bilge  faster  than  it  ran  through  the  limU'r.s, 
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Bid,  therefore,  for  a  time  it  wa*  sucking'1  (aeyn  the  engineer).     Beuce. 

it  follow-  iiin  the  trim  <■!'  the  feaeel  did  nol  interfere  irltfa  the  flow  <>f 
the  water  to  the  pumps,  but  thai  the  quantitj  was  limited  by  some 
other  eauae. 

The  limber,  or  fitter,  by  which  the  water  parses  to  the  pumps, 
inches  wide  by  4  m<  p,  but  the  oommuniokttioa  to  this  gutter 

from  the  ohfUD  locker,  where  the  water  deposited,  is  an  aperture  6 

inches  by  4  inches,  and  this,  therefore,  is  the  measure  of  the  Quantity 
of  water  delivered  to  the  limber, and  whieh.  from  the  statement  of  the 
engineer,  wee  much  less  than  the  pumps  were  capable  of  throwing  off. 
lean  not  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  effect  of  the  additional  ammu- 
nition on  the  buoyanci  or  trim  of  the  hull  can  he  eonsidcred  as  a  piom- 

ii  cause  of  the  accident. 

The  mischief  wa.-  really  done  by  the  entrance  ..f  too  mueh  water 
through  hatches,  hawae  \>\\n  .  ii...  before  proper  measures  were 
taken;  when  this  was  done  it  was  too  late,  and  the  example  will  lose 
some  of  it.s  efficacy  if,  by  any  course  of  reasoning  or  statement  of  the 
case,  the  attention  of  monitor  officers  is  diverted  from  the  influx  of 
water,  as  the  veal  -ourec  of  peril  to  tl  of  vessels. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  court  of  enquiry  concludes  "that 
further  military  proceedings  are  Deonaoary." 

As  the  Navy  Department  has  directed  aeourtof  enquiry  to  be  held. 

opinion  of  the  court  belongs  to  It  to  decide  upon. 
I  therefore  reepeotfulljf   lubmil   the  whole  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  I)\m.<,uKN. 
Bear-Admiral,  Gomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgreu.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Bovan,  0   8.  Nary,  to  furnish 
information  regarding  the  meritorious  conduct  of  William  Hamp.  seaman. 

Flag  9xbakbb  I'hii.ahku'uu. 
P'fi-t  Boyal  Harbor,  <s'.  <'..  February  t$,  1864, 
:  It  is  reported  to  me  thai  i  teaman  ol  the  Boom*,  named  William 
Ilamp,  now  on  board  the  .Y<>/-"uf,  dJadnguiahed  himself  t»y  bk  con- 
duct m  rescuing  the  executive  offio  r  uud  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Wee- 
havrken  when  that  vessel  foundered. 

Please  to  have  enquiry  made  of  the  commander  of  the  Racer  and  of 
Lieutenant  St)  t.  and  also  inform  me  of  his  present  rate. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant! 

J.    A.    DaTUOKKN, 

Beaw^Admwal,  Oomdg\  South    UkmtU  Blockading  Savant 
Captain  S.  C.  Kowan, 

Comdg,  U.  8,  &  bymtidet,  Senior  Qfioer  of  Okarieston^  S.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  0.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides. 

December  6,  1868. — At  3:80  p.  m.  the    Weehawken  sank.    Sent  all 

l)oats  to  render  what  aid  they  could. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Patapaco. 

Dec  1363.      At    8:46  p.   m.  the  ironclad   WeeKmeken  made 

signal  9149-89  and  WM  seen  to  he  -hiking  and  in  leSfl  than  1 
utes  .she  sank,  leaving  the  top  of  the  smokestack  above  the  surface  of 
water.  We  immediately  sent  the  second  cutter  and  gig,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Whitehead  and  Acting  Master  Ogilvie,  to  assist  in 
ing  the  officers  and  crew.  At  3:30  second  cutter  and  gig  returned, 
hut  had  saved  DO  men;  all  that  were  afloat  had  been  picked  up  by  tug- 
boats and  boat*  from  nearer  vessels. 


Abatract  log  of  tho  0.  8.  8.  Montana. 

December  6\  1863. — No  tiring.  At  1  p.  rn.  got  underway  and  steamed 
down  toward  the  Hoot.  At  §:$6  »W  the  Weehawken  make  signal  to 
flagship  and  at  .same  time  saw  steam  escaping  from  the  smokestack, 
ana  in  a  few  minutes  saw  that  aha  WBfl  settling  fast  by  the  html. 
Manned  the  cotter  and  sent  her  to  the  aamatanoaof  the  Wethauktn. 
At  2:40  she  mud.-  a  heavy  roll  to  starboard,  then  righted  and  sank 
immediately.  At  4  cutter  returned  having  no  information,  savi 
nothing  of  any  of  the  crew,  supposed  them  to  nave  been  taken  off  by 
other  boats. 

December  7. — At  1  p.  m.  a  battery  on  Moultrin  throw  two  shell  at 
(iregg,  and  a  Imttery  on  Breach  Inlet  tired  four  guns. 


Abatract  log  of  the  XI.  8.  8.  Philadelphia. 

November  21- December  5,  1863. — Almost  daily  firing  reported  be- 
tween the  batteries. 

December  6. — From  |j  to  4  p.  in.  as  per  columns.  Wind  X.  E.  by 
N.,  force  5,  weather  b.,  air  6§,  sea  getting  rough  and  irregular.  At 
l:  1>  p.  in.  the  ironclad   I  bdeajgnal  -istanee.     ('ailed 

awuy  all  boats  to  reinln  a-.-istance.      At  2:  I  n  sank.      Saved 

from  tin;  above  vessel  '..•  officers  and  41  men,  one  of  whom  died  before 
getting  on  board. 


*ort  of  li  I. >>>!>! -jr./.,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  neces- 

.  y  repairs  to  the  I  .  8.  S.  New  ironsides. 

No.  891, J  Fi.a<;  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  Dece\  <63. 

Sik:  In  reply  to  the  communication  of  the  Department  of  No\em- 
l»er  l'-*,  the  TrontUto  has  received  four  thicknesses  of  plates  for  the 
pilot,  hou.-e  and  thi-y  an-  now  being  put  on. 

The  force  now  here,  and  not  exceed  •<]  since  the  repairs  of  the  moni- 
tors began,  is  the  Ironside*  and  four  monitor^.     This  it  would  hai 
be  advisable  to  reduce. 

I  feel  sure  also  that  twenty  days  would  ba  entirely  insufficient  for 
"any   necessary    repairs'1    to   the    /.  I.   with   average 

passages  she  would  probably  consume  ten  days  in  going  and  oominj 
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After  the  work  luts  been  accomplished,  which  will  not  be  lone  alter 

the  new  monitors  arrive,  the  //v>//.W>.s  run  prolwibly  be.  spared  without 
disadvantage. 

I  have  thfl  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obediont  BOXl  ant , 

A.  Darlgi. 
Hear- Ailmh-ti!.  Cbmdg,  Smith  A'  Blockading  Sauaat 

Hon.  Giwkon  Wr.1.1 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Commander  It  I    8,  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Oar- 

jidil,  U.  S.  A  I'.  S.  tmrl-  Midnight,  to  proceed  to 

duty  mi  Hampton  River,  Georgia* 

\V.  8.  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  8.  <'..  December 7,  [18&f\. 

Sir:  As  soon  u  the  Midnight  is  ready  for  sea.  and  the  weather  will 

gjrmit,  you  will  get    underway  and   proceed  to  blockade   Hampton 
ivi-r,  |(JeorgiaJ  (next  south  of  Altamaha). 

draft  of  vv.»t'.  i-  which  can  becsrxied  in  is  not  known,  and  this 
must  I »e  ascertained  by  sounding  in  your  k>ats  before  entering. 

You  will  report,  the  result,  and  if  you  tan  not  enter  you  will  return 
to  this  port 

By  order  of  Uear-Admirul  Dahlgren: 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 

tor  Officer  Present. 
Acting  Master  W.  II.  Gabfield. 

Commanding  Bark  Midnight. 


Report  of  Commander  Regw  this,  f.  .s.  Wavy,  showing  the  liability  of 

the  V€U  '<.  ironclad  Sur:a  mm  ft  t/troua/i  obstruction.*  in 

Skull  Creek. 


Port  Rotai,  Habbor,  S.  C.  December  f,  296 

Sir:  After  the  Chippewa**  expedition  up  Skull  Creek  the  other 
day,  I  sent  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris  on  shore  to  see  Colooe] 
Barton,  commandant  at  Hilton  Head,  about  the  removal  of  the  piles 
which  bad  been  driven  across  Skull  Creek  last  winter  to  prevent  an 
attack  upon  this  bay  from  Savannah;  and  Colonel  Barton  said  that  be 
had  opened  a  passageway  lor  his  picket  boats  to  pans  through;  thai 

there  were  still  some  sunken  schooners  in  the  way;  that  the  obstruc- 
tions could  not  be  passed  at  night,  and  that  in  the  daytime  the  attempt 
WOOld  hardly  be  made;  that  Port  Mitchel  commands  these  obstruc- 
tions, for  which   purpose   it  was   i  that  the    ram    Savannah,  to 

get  into  Skull  Greek,  would  have  to  pass  directly  under  the  guns  of 
Fort  Pulaski. 

All  this  may  bo  very  well,  but  this  that  the  passageway 

through  Skull  Creek,  which  it  wu  deemed  expedient  to  cioee  against 

the  A'  now  partially   open  to  the  Savannah 

Colonel  Barton  informed  Lieutenant  Comi  Harris  that  on  the 

evening  of  December  1  lights  were  seen  from  Fort  l'ulaski  along 
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Hie   rebel  picket   linos   above,    and   the  garrison  supposed   thai    MJtDC 

I  was  about  bo  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  una  opened  Rre,  At 
the  -nine  time  the  pickets  on  Hilton  Head  [eland,  near  to  Seabrook, 
became  aware  that  the  rebels  wen-  about  attempting  a  raid  upon  them. 
which,  however,  did  not  come  aft 

]    -aw  from   this  ship   the  same   Hghtfl  which    the  garrison  at  Fort 
Pulaski  saw  (distant  rockets)  and  was  aware  thai  something  unusual 
was  going  on,  so  much  bo  thai  I  was  on  the  point  «»f  going  to  quart-. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Prment. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Daiilc.kkn. 

Commanding  South  Afloniie  Blockading  Squad* 


Order  oj   ■  tlmirnl  DahtfTt  i'.  {'.  S.  Xatn/ita  Con,. un/ t<der  Duncan^ 

I'.    S.    \>iri/,  /o  tisxi.'  Iu    f\    S.   S.    /'nd  J>. 

Fi.AOBnir  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morr>x  Island.    D  ?,   1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
It'-  r  hturk.n  and  will  resome  the  command  of  the  U,  8.  S.  f\nd  Jones. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.!.  A.  Daiilokks. 
Rtor-Adin ,'/■"'.  '/>  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Souadron, 

( '.•mmunder  .1.  M.   DUNOAB, 

Commanding  I'  8.  s    Weehatok 


h'-'ir-Adiin/ud  Ihilihin  ny  I.  S.  .Win/,  to  Commander 

Reynolds,  I  .  S.  Navy,  regarding  !!<■  passagt  of  the  uumitors  from 

■    Royal,  8.  < '. 

I'lAi.-SlK  WH.K     PHILADELPHIA, 

Off  Morris  Mind,  Ihvemfter   ■. 

Sik:  The  OattfnU  will  report  here,  and  the  PtUapscO  will  relieve  the 

;'  ■ ' . 
Lieutenant   Mackenzie    is   ordered   U>   report  as  executive  of   the 
,  and  Lieutenant-Commander   Bunce,   temporarily,  as  ex. 
tive  of    the    I    ''drill. 

1st.  You  will  be  careful  in  oaring  these  raeaak  loaded  lightly  for 
the  peonage;  they  uiu-t  not  have  too  many  stores  aboard,  particularly 

unimuniliou:   loo  rounds  will  do  to  OOme  here. 

:M.  In  trimming,  the  bow  moat  besttffioieotfy  elevated  to  make  gum 

tbat  anv  water  whieh  enters  forward  may  tend  to  the  pump>. 

and  other  passage*  tor  water  must  always  be 

4  th.   Stoppers  must  be  provided  tor  the  hawse  pipes,  that  will  pre- 
the  influx  of  water  under  any  ciroumetani 

Bth.  The  hatches  must  always  In*  secured  against  the  sea  in  good 
noaflfln 

8th.    The  pumps  are  to  Im-  in  working  Older. 

7th.  The  depth  of  water  forward  i>  to  be  a-rertained  and  reported 
to  the  commander  f rccpiently. 

Tin-  opinions  of  several  officereof  the  WeeAawk$n  are.  that  water 

was  allowed  to  enter  the  anchor  well:  that  it  wi    id  from  the  bav 
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pipe  after  tin-  hatch  was  closed;  that  in  \h\<  way  the  head  was  gtadBr 

ally  dopTOOOOd,  which  was  assisted  he-ides  by  stowing  (00  much 
ammunition  forward:  thai  the  water  would  not  How  to  the  pumps,  so 
that  finallv  she  wnit  down. 

Dpon  these  matters   I   shall  not  ventDIfl  tn  express  an  opinion,  as 

that  will  be  investigated  by  a  court  oi  enquiry. 

liut  I  recapitulate  them  in   order  that   C nit i onfl  m:i\    be  taken 

ast  them,  in  0106  they  have  truly  tli<-  effect  afloribed. 

Hi.-  monitors  arc  the  bohnurimoiC  the  Unioa  in  this  quarter!  and 

i  not  be  lightly  or  causelessly  risked. 
Vim  will  also  he  careful  to  select  such  n  season  for  their  goinjr  W 
sea  as  will  he  likely  to  afford  ■  good  time  for  tin*  passage. 
Very  respect  full}',  your  ohedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiu.okrn, 
R#/r-Ad„<  >'/>!>.    Obmdff.   South   .\thn.         ,.'/>//</.   S.jwidrm,. 

( 'ommander  William  Kkynolds, 

Senior  </Jr.<;r  Present,  fort  /.  I   (\ 


Report  of  R'-ir  A<1  n<i r>rf  DoMgren,  V  6    Vbey.  ru/thatot 

ilntiriJiKt  "f  >>!>  utiiini'i  >f  a  aman  from  */<■  U,  S,  fl  Stneoa, 

No.  2'.»S. ]  Flao -Steam  kr  PHILADELPHIA, 

Of  Morris.  Island,  /•  0,  1863. 

Sik:  I  l>ei;  leave  tO  t  niiisni  it  for  the  informal  ion  of  the  iVpartment 
the  following  extracts  from  a  report  made  to  DM  hy  Lieutenants  'om- 
mander William  Gibson,  commanding  L*.  S.  gunboat  Ssneoctj  dated 
Port  Boyal,  November  26,  1868: 

A  BM«i  m.i  i.li  lit  Ik-MI  up  in  tin-  Florida  i«iH«iir»'-     Michael  EfosjSB,  onlinary  Hcnmiin. 
an  excellent  man.  fell  overboard,  while  heaving  the  lead  in  tin*  main  chafi 
parting;  of  the  breaitband,  and  was  drowned.    The  engines  were  stopped,  tin-  life 

nil. iv  iiit  ii\va\,  ami  Unit.*  lowered  prom|itly,  hut  W(  I  liml  him. 

I  brought  with  me  from  Doboy  8  refugees,  \i/,  Thomas  l%l  and  S.  M.  I>ri^rers, 
i  iem  K,  Fifth  i  I  smells,  the  m ife  of  the  1*1 

ter,  and,  by  directioa  of (Commander  Reynolds,  they  were  turned  over  r . .  1 1 ■■ 
marshal  at"  Hilton  Head,  for  8  passage  mirth. 

I  have  the  honor  t<>  !>•'.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  DaHLGHBN, 
"'.  Oomdg.  South  Atlanto 

Hon.  (iii)KoN  Wki.i.ks, 

8t  •  lrstary  <>f  tli>    V.'.-,,.    Washington,  Ik  <  . 


ort  of  Smt- Admiral  Dahlgrm.  V,  S.  Navy,  transmitting  raj 

British  *cfnHin*T  Aniot 
I'ttnemher  ft%  1863. 

No.  889.  |  ii  v.  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

o/r  Morris  N  U  1863. 

Sik:  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Master  W.  T.  (rilles- 
pie,  commanding  I'.  S.  bark  ra,  of  the  running  ashore  of  the 

British  schooner  Antoinette,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  Cumber- 
land |  Island]  lieach.  on  Tuesday,  December  S;  also  such  of  the  papers 
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its  ha.ve  ,,<-,,ii  ri-.'ovr-i-c.l   from   tin-  BOfaoODCT,  \  i/.  (I)  oertift 

istry,  (2)  shipping  list  of  new,  (8)  clearance  of  v.-    I 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1    V.  Dab 
Bnir-  \i//,t/ivi/,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockad  aibxuit 

Hon.  (  Jiukon  Wki.m— . 

S<rr>t<trtj  of tht    .V'fri/,    Wnxli  I /it/ton.   />.   f '. 

P.  S. — The  papers  alluded  t<>  in  above  dispatch  were  forwarded  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  steamt  aohmettt 

the  34th  December,  1868. 

IT.  S.  Bakk  Rka/it .!!• 
St.  Antlreufe  Sounds  Georgia,  December  16,  J863. 

Sir:  On  Tuesday.  Deeembei   x  tin-   British  sehooner  J/<  .  of 

au.  New   Providence,  ran   ashore   on  the   beach  about  half 
down  Cumberland  Island,  becoming  a  total  lost*.     1  have  her 

anchors,  chains,  and  sails,  which  will  be  of  sendee  to  me;  nothing  else, 
either  of  car^ro  or  outfit,  of  any  value.  remaining. 

Her  captain  and  4  of  the  on  <ped  to  the  mainland  in  b  boal 

they  procured  from  Mr.  Stafford,  a  resident  ol    the  island.      He  states 
that  they  MQOrtcd  they  were  going  to  IVrnandina. 

One  of  tli«'  ciew  remains  <m  tin-  Island  sick  and  disabled.  They  were 
piloted  across  by  a  Mr.  Stork  well,  also  u  resident  <>f  the  island.  I  have 
tor  a  week  past  been  endeavoring  to  arrest  him,  having  bad  a  large 
patty  Constantly  On  his  track,  bnt,  owing  to  his  familiarity  with  all 
the  bypaths  on  the  island,  he  sueeee.ded  in  escaping.  Knowing  cer- 
tainly that  the  rebels  were  eonstaiitly  in  the  habit  of  erossing  in  the 
night  and  visiting  at  his  house  made  me  resolve  to  arrest,  him. 

By  the  M&naonu*ett&  I  shall  send  north  a  refugee  by  the  uame 
MrCartey.  who  escaped  to  Dfl  (TOO  the  main. 

In  the  M'onipanving  requisitions  1  have  applied  for  revolvers. 
Having  but  five  aboard,  six  more  will  scarcely  more  than  arm  my 
officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  n!>edi<»nt 
servant, 

W.    T.    till.I.KSI-IK, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Hear-Admiral  Jno.   A.  DARttUUBi 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Co  ■'</■-■.  &  8>  .'  ling  tht  U,  S,  S 

IT.  S.  Sun-  Ykrmont, 
P,nt  Royal  Harbor,  s.  { .    />.  ,,.>..,- 10.  1863. 
Sir:  The  gunboat  Headrid  Hudson,  from  Boston,  bound  to  Key 
West,  put  in  here  yesterday  for  repairs  to  her  propeller.     She  will  be 
detained  here  BOOHS  days. 

Beapectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.   Rkynoi.os. 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  DaHLOBJDT, 

Commanding  South  ..{<''■<>,?/'•  ffloohading  Sguadton. 
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Order  ■■<'  Baor-Adn  U.  8.  dfotnfr  >,,  Zfauimant- Com- 

ma /\  I  .  8.  Natty,  regarding  transfer  of 'corn  m  a  nd. 

Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island.  r  10,  1863. 

Siu.  LTpon  the  arrival  of  your  relief.  Commander  »f.  II.  Spott 
will  tekepeaaage  m  the  L*.  S.  S.  Nhmcto  Port  Hoyal,  and  report  to 
Commander  William  Etojnofi  r  officer  present,  for  the  tempo- 

rary command  of  the  U.  S.  S.    It 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  a.  Dahlobsh, 

Rear-Admiral^  Comdtj.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 

Lieutenant-Commander  Ci.okoe  Bacon, 

Commanding  /'.  8,  8*  Nipsic. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlg.  S.  Navy,  regard/ »o  the  con- 

venience of 'tugs  for  j»irj» MM  of  com  <  on, 

No.  303.]  Ki.au-Stkamki:  PHILADELPHIA, 

Off  M <•>,<*   I. J, i nil.  Ihcmher  tf,   t8$S. 

Sir:  A  steam  tug  called  tin  baa  arrived  here,  and  1  have  to 

make  acknowledgment  therefor. 

These  accessions  to  the  facilities  fur  communication  are  of  the 
utmost  eonvenienee  here.  I  might  almost  say  tiny  WOn  of  great 
importance,  for  it  is  only  by  surh  means  that  the  administration  of 
anen  an  extended  Korea  ran  !>•■  maintained.  I  also  ukc  them  for  patrol 
inside  and  for  blockade  out.side. 

The  iron  arrangement,  however,  for  rudderpost  (as  in  //•'«.  Lirk- 

?»n\  Otrnation,  etc.)  is  too  easily  damaged;  that  of  wood  (Jonauil, 
■■■  r.  etc.)  stands  rough  usage  fitter 
The  mismanagement  of  these  vessel  by  incompetent  masters  is, 
how  serious  evil.     Aj  an  in -.i  which,  I  may  state  that 

four  of  the  five  sent  me  not  long  since  have  been  under  repair  at  Port 
Koyal.  One  of  them  has  done  no  service  at  all,  as  the  officer  of  the 
dees  ran  ashore  on  his  way  to  Port  Royal  and  lost  the  rudder  and 
rudderpost. 

One  evening  one  of  them,  going  10  or  11  knots  hi  a  fog,  ran  into 
another,  ami  on  another  occasion  performed  the  singular  (eat  of  get- 
ting the  chain  of  the  flagship  around  his  propeller. 

I  am,  therefore,  endeavonng  to  make  the  tweeters  more  careful  by 
making  examples  of  soma  of  the  woret  era  am 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobkn. 
Rear- Ad/> '/'/■■>/.  Oomdg.  South.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gipeon  Welles, 

■ret a nj  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Distribution  of  vc&eU  of  th.   South  A&mtie  Blot  lading  S?»odron, 

'  Deoemh            tfff. 
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John  A.  Dahuskkn. 
Ji"ir- Admiral,  Comdy.  South  AUttntu;  Jll-ximlimi  > 
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Report  of  Swr-Admarol  DahJaren^  C  8.  flfosv,  regwvKruf  the  n-reek 

qfthi  OOOA  hark  Alia    /'rovOBt,  in  Port  JfOyol  lf>' 

Flag-Steam r  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morris  Etiand.  December  15,  1869. 

Sik:  I  have  to  inform  the  Bureau  that  I  am  in  receipt  of  ■  letter 
from  Conumader  "v^'  illiiriit  Reynolds,  senior  officer  at  Port  Royal, 
ander  date  ol  LStfa  December,  in  nducfa  the  Bureau  a  Informed  that 
"the  coal  bark  Alict  /V'"W,  witli  fl)0  tons  of  coal,  from  Philadelphia, 
November  BL  went  aahore  day  before  yesterday,  Decemi*er  LS,  while 
eoming  into  this  harbor,  and  u  i  total  wreck. 

Her  c  <w  were  reoeived  no  board  this  si  moni,  to  await  an 

opportunity  to  •_■•<>  north. 

I  have  toe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  a.  Dahlqben, 

Bear- Admiral.  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  };  ■^/uaaron. 

Commodore  A.  N.  Smith, 

Chief Of  liur-ni/  "f  I-.',/)/ i/>/i>> nt  ■■■  udting. 

\',ir>/  Dews  ■■'"",  D.  C. 


I'i,:  gf  Lieutenant  Commander  Da/oie%  U.  8,  iwumd 

l      >     S,     I/"-/  !<>  nk. 

V.  S.  Ironclad  Sikamki:  Montauk. 
Of  Morris  Island,  Deoember  /.:.  1863. 

Sik:  I  have  (he  honor  to  report  thai  lasl  nighi  aamall  boat  from 
the  Racer  was  chased  by  a  l>out  pulling  alK>ut  fourteen  oars,  near 
Moult  rie. 

Baviog  nothing  luil    small    boats,  and   the  enemy's   launeh  keeping 
under  eover  of  the  Sullivaa'fl   Island  shore,  then-  was  no  way  to  cap- 
ture it. 
Nothing  else  v.  luring  the  night  bul  stationary  objects. 

I  haw  the  bonor  to  lw,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.InHN  L.  Davis, 

t  'm/iKKinder. 

Rear- Admiral  John    A.   DaHLOBBM,  U".  S.  Navy. 

iifh  Atlantic  Blockac 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Stevens,  V.  67.  2Vow,  oommanding 
/'.  8.  8.  Buron,  regarding  thaoapture  5y  that  venelaftheet* 

■ ,  /mm  Dai . 

U.  S.  Gunboat  HuBON, 
Dohoy  Sound*  Qeorgia\  Deoember  v>.  1968* 

Sue:  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you  a  detailed  account  of 
the  capture  of  the  prize  steamer  Chatham  bj  -<-l  on  tie-  morn- 

ing of  Decern  tar  l»i.  lsrttt,  olT  Dol>o>  Sound,  Georgia: 

The  circumstances  attending  her  capture  were  as  follows:  At  12:50 
on   the   morning  above  mentioned,  while   blockading  this  place,  a 
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steamer  was  discovered  tanning  past  this  706861,  IkhhhI  out  to  08B.      I 
immediately  gaVS  chase,  firing  l''»>  .shuts  at   the  stranger,  who,  at  1:15 

a.  in.,  hove  t<>  ami  showed  a  light,  upon  which  1  boarded  and  took 
DosBBSDOfl  of  her,  she  proving  to  In-  tin-  ivln-1  >teamei  im,  from 

Darien.  (in.,  Umnd  to  Nassau,  [New  Pro\  idrnc«-|,  and  bv  tin'  mptain's 
statement  her  cargo  i  of  289  bales  of  ootcos  ami  u  quantity  of 

tobacco  :iiid  iv.sin. 

Tin-  boarding  officer  vas  also  informed  that  the  pilot,  one- 
hand,  and  a  deserting  rebel  soldier  had  escaped  in  a  boat     Upon  ask 
ing  tin-  captain  if  he  had  any  papers,  he  replied  that  he  had  some,  hut 
had  destroyed  them.     No  flag  ot  anv  description  was  to  be  found 
board.    Tne  only  vessel  within  signal  distance  was  the  mortar  schooner 
Dan  Smith,  stationed  in  the  aJtamana  River. 

I  send  the  prize  north,  in  charge  of  Acting  M Bates's  Mate  Samuel 

Delano  as   prise   master,  with   a   prize  crew,  the  engines  in  charge  of 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  John  P.  Kelly.     I  also  send  as  witnesses 
Captain  J.  E.  Mardenbrough  and  the  chief  engix r.  John  Parry. 

following  is  a  list  of  the  persons  found  on  board:  J.  E.  Mar- 
denbrough, captain;  Azariah  Archer,  mate;  .John  Parry,  engineer; 
Joseph  Wii link,  engineer;  Ef.  P..  Fru/icr. of  Augusta,  Ga.,  passenger; 
EL  W.  Evans,  of  Hancock,  Ga.,  passenger;  «7ohn  King,  steward, 
Charles  Starke,  fireman;  Moses  Thompson,  li reman;  John  Waters, 
fireman;  George  Culverwell,  wood  passer;  Thomas  Sanders,  cook; 
Thomas  Russell,  deck  hand;  Pat  Dacey,  deck  hand;  Thomas  Ha: 
deck  band;  John  Greger,  deck  hand. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  A.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispo- 
sition ^fthe  steamer  Chatham.  OOpfar* i  December  16,  1863. 

No.  279.]  Fl  IKK    Pllll.AOKI.KHIA, 

/'.-/.'  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ''..  June8£,  186^ 
Sik:   As  authorized  by  the  1  >epartment .  I  have  turned  over  the  prize 
steamer  (.'hat ham  for  service  in  this  s<jiuidron. 
The  estimated  value  by  survey. copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  is $5,000. 
As  directed   by  the  Department.  I   have  reported   the  rase  for  adju- 
dication at  Boston,  and  transmitted   to  Hon.  Peleg  Spnigue,  judge  of 
the  U.  S.  district  court,  all  the  pap<  r-  in  the  case,  with  copy  or  the 
Department's  insti mtiuns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen  ant, 

J.*  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rea.  IwZ,  Comdg.  South  A  'duty  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gin kon  W  ku.es, 

Secretary  of  tin  .\', 
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U,   S.   .V"'y.    r<>i<uxt<>,<i 

of  the  pries  ateati<- 
December  16,  186.1. 

U.  S.  Siiir  Vkkmom, 
/V/  Royal  Hmbor,  8.  ft,  Deoemhr  19%  186$, 
Su::  1  have  to  report   the  arrival  of  tin-  prize  steamer 
thi-  p.  ni..  prize  to  the  LT,  s.  s.  Burets  baring  on  board,  it  is  said, 
about  800  bales  <>f  cotton. 
The  Chatham  is  an  old  Savannah  River  boat,  not  seaworthy,  and 
later  reports  that  he  had  much  trouble  in  getting  her  oven 
.;.«.  port 

ens1  orders  to  the  prize  Blaster  were  forbim  to  pp 
T.»  Philadelphia,  and  all  the  papers  relating  t<>  the  capture  are  made 
out  to  the  district  judge  for  thai  district.     I  respectfully  request  your 
instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  Im'  made  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Bsynolds, 

' .    '  ■   '.       ■".    . 

Admiral  John  A.  Dahujken, 

Oofnunaiidiutj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadtcn, 


of  Bear-Adam  Moron,  U.  67.  ITavytJbrwardino  itrfbrma* 

aerations  Ml  Flo> 

CiHtfM'I'Ut'mn  of  (J  ifhlMi.lt  s  in   St.  ./o/WS  R\ 


811.] 


Flag-Steamku  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morn*  bland,  December  16, 1863. 
Sin.  I  enclose  herewith  com  <>f  a  letter  from  Commander  Reynolds. 
As  yet  1  have  heard  nothing  whatever  on  the  BUDJeot  from   Mr. 
Stiekney:  indeed,  it  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it  at  all. 
t  The  Department,  may  rely,  however,  that  1  shall  not  await  tBStruc 
tions  to  operate  in  any  possible  way  against  the  rebels,  though  the 
attack  on  Charleston  is  the  primary  object,  and  mud  have  precedence 
overall  others,  unless  the  Dejmrtmenr should  direct  otherwise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ?ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobsh, 
Star- Admiral*  O.nrnhj.  Simt/i    Itlanti 

Hon.  GlDKn.N   WXLLBS, 

Secretary  of  th*  Navy,    Washington,  D.  <'. 

|KnH<»uiru.| 

LT.  S.  Shi i'  Ykicmom. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  s.  ft,  Deomber  i't-  1*03. 
Sik:  Mr.  S.  I).  Stickney,  U.  S.  tax  commissioner  for  the  State  <>f 
Florida,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Washington,  has  been  on  board  this 
morning,  and  states  that  a  brigade  of  infantry  under  General  Birnev 
and  ■  i»ody  of  cavalry  is  aboul  being  sent  out  to  operate  tn  Florida,  to 
land  at  St.  John's  River,  and  that  tne cooperation  of  the  gunboats  is 
•I  in  this  matter 
I'ti'-v  will  malo-  flu-  base  of  their  operations  at  Fernandiim.      A 
government  is  to  be  set  in  operation  as  1000  BS  practical 

1  suppose  that  you  have  been,  or  will  he,  apprised  of  this  from 
Washington;  nevertheless.  I  think  it  best  to  inform  yon  of  what  I  have 
heard. 
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I   told  Mr.  Stickucy   that   in  order  to   have   tin-  BOOpOTfttion  of  the 

gun  bout*,  the  tdmiraPs  directions  would  be   necessary,  as   he  had 
irked  to  me  that  he  would  wish  to  bare  tb 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Command, i  and  Senior  ojfiser  Present. 

Roar- Admiral  J.  A.  DAHL0R] 

i    tnmanding  -South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sjuadn 


Report  of Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,   I  .  $.    V  ■'•</.  regarding  the  assign- 
1 1  8.  tchoon*  to  duty  m  Mv. 

In/.'.   ' 

No.  312. J  1  i iAfl  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  M<n;is  Island^  Oeombei  m.  t86B. 
Sin:  ]  have  to  inform  the  Department  of  theiurivul  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Mbngham*  Acting  Master  (.'oiiiinanding  .T.  Collins,  jr..  on  this  station, 
sod  that  I  have  assigned  her  to  blockade  duty  at  Murrell's  Inlet, 
relieving  the  1'.  8.  bng  /'////•  A«  tin«_r  Master  Commanding-  8.  B. 
Gregory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respe<t  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  A.  Dahlobzn, 

■  Ail iii i ml .  (''initi'j.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguaa 

Hon.  (iIdeon  NVeli.es, 

tSecretary  of  th>  Ait'ii.  </ton,  D.  C. 


LeMgr  from   Sear-Admiral  DaMgren,   U.  S.  Hhnyx  to  Commander 
Reynolds,  I'.  S.  Naoy*fbrbi&  ition  between  the  torn* 

-ding  ojfir.r  ,,/  II.  B.  M.  s.  /  >.d  the  British  consulate  at 

Sat  Go, 

December  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  Deoember  16,  in  relation 
to  tin-  request  of  fche  commanding  officer  of  H.  H.  M.  gunboat  /'/• 

It  will  be  bnposeible  for  me  to  give  my  consent  at  this  time  to  Us 

mnnioating  with  tin-  British  consul   residing  in  the  rein>l  city 

of  Savannah,  for  good   reasons,  which  I  presume   il  i-  unnecessary  to 

mention. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahujkks, 
Ii'.u-  A'twii'iijo,,,,!,/.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron, 

Commander  Wm.  REYNOLDS, 

Ofioer  Pretenti  Port  Roy 


Hi  port  of  Acting  Minuter  Oarfieid,  U,  8.   Navy,  commands 

larding  tm    impmrtifuhil.  ng  Hamp- 

V.  S.  Rark  Midnight, 
Port  Royal,  s.  /:.  December  T7,  1863* 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders,   I  have  to  report  that  1   arrived   <<tf 
llHiupton  River,  Georgia,  on  the  10th  instant.     It  being  too  thick  and 
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rough  Co  do  any  thing  with  my  boats,  I  anchored  and  remained  there 
during  the  night.  The  next  morning,  it  being  thick,  rough,  and 
rainy,  I  got  underway  and  went  into  St.  Simon's  to  gel  :i  pilol  From 
the   J/"  The  weather  continuing  very  thick,  I  remained  then* 

until  Monday.  14tli.  when  I    got  underway  and   returned   bo   Hampton 
River  with  tWO  pilots)  Tattnall  and  ()d»'na).      1  anchored  oil"  the  river 
and  sent  mv  boats  in  to  sound  out  the  channel  (1  went   in  one  my- 
I  find  that  I  can  carry  hut  8  Feet  ol  water  over  the  bar  at  low  tide;  the 

channel  is  very  narrow.  Qntaideoi  the  baf  tin-  sounding-  are  very 
irregular,  varying  from  8  to  U   bet,  with  numerous  lump-. 

Inside  of  the  bar  Enere  ifl  from  9   to  ?>h   fathom-  of  water      The  river 
lit  its  mouth  (and  the  pilot  says  for  some  distance  up)  i<  quite 
hardly  wide  enough  for  I  ship  to  swing. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  iRdmgki  to  cross  the  bar  or  enter  the  river. 

1  think  the  place  is  worth  a  blockading  vessel.      It  would  be  a  very 
easy  matter  for  light-draft  vessels  to  run  in  or  oat  there. 

In  conformity  with  my  orders,  on  finding  that  I  could  not  enter,  1 
have  returned  to  Port  Royal. 

Very  respeotfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WaI.TKH    II.    GaKKIKLD. 

Acting  df<utcrH  Qomnumdinf, 

Rear-Admiral  JoHH  A.   Daiilckkn. 

Qon  ■■■■/  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadr* 


Report  cjf  Commander  Baleh\  C  8.  Navg%  regarding  pUt  driving  in 

Stone  Inlet, 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnkk. 
Stone  Inlet,  December  18,  1863. 
Admikai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  pile-driving  machine 

was  withdrawn  by  order  yesterday,  and  sent  to  Pawnee  Landing. 

The  work  ifl  to  be  resumed,  1  unili  rstand.  but  at  what  lime  1  :im 
unable  to  report,  perhaps  in  a  week  or  two.  The  detachment  .of  troops 
arc  at  LegareviUe,  and  1  have  left  the  Marblekead  off  that  town  for 
their  protection:  it  is  probable  they  will  be  withdrawn  till  work  is 
resumed  Oil  the  Stono.      I  have  tin    honor  to  report  all  well  and  quiet 

iu  these  waters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

0.  B.  Bal«  11. 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  PNeent, 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  DaHLOBEN,  V .  S.  Navy, 

Cmiflij.  8.  Atlantic  BlcJedg.  8ovadrony  off  Charleston^  8%  C. 


Report  cjf  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Nary,  reguecting  _pr 

accomminhit lent  ashore  for  the  sick. 

No.  816.J  FlaoStkamkr  PHILADELPHIA, 

Qf  Morris  bland,  8outh  Garohna,  December  fiff,  IMS. 
Sik:   I  enclose  herewith  certain  papers  from  the  fleet  surgeon  (316 
A  and  H)  relat ing  to  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  from  this  squadron. 
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The  system  which  1  found  In  operation  on  coming 
■<■  drains  on  the  personnel  of  the  iqnadron  thai  was  sapping  lis 

i-llii  -ii-ncy. 

\\  benever  officer  or  man  became  more  thin  unwell  he  expected  t<> 
in-  scut  north  for  treatment,  and  the  medkal  officers  appeared  to  i 
siiler  this  the  proper  disposition  of  eases  that  might  not  yield   to 
immediate  treatment,  I  judge,  from  the  results  of  survey,  which,  with 
but  a  single  exception,  so  sdvi 

The  purpose  was  good  to  relieve  our  vessels  of  useless  persons,  but 
its  execution  frtfl  soon  bo  extended  us  to  become  a  serious  evil. 

Impressed  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  change  in  this  respect, 

I  have  endeavored  to  effect  it.  and  ha\  e  refused  to  recognize   that    our 
Bick  were  not.  to  be  cured  just  us  wan  the  case  in  former  times. 

In    pursuance   of  my   wishes   the    fleet    surgeon    has   endeavored   to 

procure  quarters  in  Beaufort  for  the  most  serious  cases. 

The  medical  authorities  of  the  Army  have  very  kindly  offered  some 
accommodation,  but  a  charge  of  75  cents  per  daj  is  exacted  from  each 

rvrson,  there  being  DO  authority  to  charge  il  to  the  Navy  Department. 
think  this  should  In-  allowed,  and  the  ration  credited  t<>  the  medkal 
department  of  the  Navy. 

I  would  earnestly  recommend,  therefore,  that  authority  be  given  to 
provide  proper  ac.-oiinnodation  ashore  for  our  sick,  because  it  is  to  the 
Interest  of  the  United  states  to  cheek  the  practice  that  has  prevailed. 
aud  which,  with  other  causes,  has  contributed  to  deplete  the  force  of 
this  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respect  fully,  your  olvedient  set 

Jno.  A.  Dahi.oren, 
A'-  Smith  Af/anf*'.    Illuvkihj.  Squadron. 

Hon.  QlDSOM    Wia.i.Ks, 

■rtj  '■/  //.  ■;(•■)>,   I).   C. 


■■■•/•/  "f  It- nr- Admiral  I),r  .•>•>/.  r-ijanh ',,<i  tlultmof 

No.  318.]  Fla<; -Steamkk  Phii^dki.piua, 

r  is.  1R6S. 

Siu:  1  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  men  by  drowning  yesterday 
in  the  breakers  of  the  bar. 

The  boat  of  the  <  '<■ ., -, ,-  was  incautiously  put  across  the  breakers, 
though  previously  warned  ajra in st  doing  so,  and  capsized.  The  boa! 
of  the.  M-!/t<jh'i//i.  which  had  just  crossed,  tfoing  out,  put  back  and 
picked  up  toe  boat*-)  crew,  but,  by  some  unexplained  cause,  lost  the 
plug,  was  tilled,  and  swamped.  Two  tugs  sent  boats  to  the  rescue  and 
were  also  rapsized;  so  that,  in  a  brief  space,  jti  officers  and  men  were 
adrift  in  a  sea  breaking  heavily. 

By  this  time  my  own  Imtve  reached  the  .-pot,  and  picked  up  lf> 
officers  and  men:  i  were  picked  up  b\  the  Sanfbr&B  boat;  1  officer 
and  5  men  irere  do!  rescued  and  must  have  been  drowned^ 

Such  accidents  at  painful,  and  yet  they  are  a  part  of  the 

necessary  experiences  that  out  present  duties  and  the  season  entail. 

The  winter  time  is  now  upoi  I  our  good  people  can  not  be 

aware  of  tin  bat  follow  close  watches  by  day  and  niglri  of  a 

rebel  enemy,  who  is  rendered  almost  desperate. 
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1  would  also  take  the  occasion  to  note  tbc  value  of  ■  well-modeled 
boat.  My  barge,  with  i»  crew  of  \y,  men,  was  lbl6  to  bring  on"  in 
safety  lfi  comrades  who  might  otherwise  have  perished.    Some  of  the 

boats  of  late  build  have  the  defect  of  nol  befog  nigh  enough  in  the  gun- 
wale, and  the  rowlocks,  instead  ol  being  Framed  inns  formerly,  aura  ol 
mi'tal  ud  liable  bo  be  unshipped  in  :i  surf  at  a  critical  moment.     I  hope 

that  no  more  of  such  will  be  sent  here. 

I  have  tin-  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  omi  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloeeb, 

R-ar-A'lviir'ti.  Cojndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Wellkb, 

Set  f  the  Na\-g%  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  two  bodies  have  come  ashore  and 
have  been  interred. 

1  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  the  boats'  crews  that  were  capsized 
(marked  'A  818"). 

!  Bfldon  ">■  'it  ] 

The  boataof  the  UlgS,  OO  account  of  I  heir  size,  can  not  he  as  efficient 
as  the  admiral's  barge.  i\  Is  not  usual  in  small  boats  to  have  the  wash- 
hoard  to  the  top  of  the  rowlock,  but  it  can  readily  be  added. 

"<ure  A  31«.] 
BtxtW  creum  cajmzed  Decnnfier  /7,  186.1. 

O«or<j-  dtonaham. — John  Collins,  jr.,  acting  master,  commanding; 
.1.   (i.    Holland,   assistant   paymaster;    Kdwin  J.  Thomas,  roxsw: 
Joseph  H.  Fernald,  ordinary  seaman;  .lames  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman; 
Michael  I  ordinary  seaman;  .lohn  Leonard,  landsman. 

David  Lee,  Beting  master's  male;  .lames  Norton,  boat- 
swain's mate;  George  Houger,  captain  hold;  John  Dunne,  ship's  cook; 
George  Russell,  boy,  lost. 

r.  Thomas  II.  Davis,  aottng  master's  mate,  lost;  William 
Miller,  seaman,  lost;  .J.  Steele,  ordinary  seaman,  lost;  William  Dal  tun, 
landsman;  William  Jackson,  landsman. 

A.  P.  Bashford,  acting;  ensign;  Frank  Brown,  landsman, 
lost,  body  recovered;  Benl.  Brown,  landsman,  lost;  Kit  Jenkins, land- 
man; Manuel  White,  landsman;  Toby  Howard,  landsman. 

Total  in  boatfl 23 

BorvivOtl 17 

Lout,  1  officer  ami  fi  men 6 


Report  of I.ii-ut'iiftht-l  •■■.  hnstm,  V.  &  dfatV)  regarding  the 

position  of  the  fr.  S.  S.  I)ai  <  '/ting. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
7v  <ht  Georgia,  f  19,  1863. 

Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S  Da* 
(  h'ing\x\  these  roads  to-day,  under  orders  to  report  for  blockading 
duty  in  Savannah  Up 

I  have  stationed  her  in  a  position   which  effectually  commands  the 

entrance  to  New  River  and  the  Oslibogtie  Sound.    Tlie  bottom  gives 


1*4 
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good  holding  ground,  with  lb  feet  on  the  lowest  tides  and  ample  room 
to  swing  to  nor  anchor. 

Should   the  1  l  i  B    |   '  '  'the  fort  shfi 

will  hare  two  ohaunels  available  for  retreat,  and  in  heavy  winds  oao 

run  down  in  tin-  main  Ship  Channel  if  necessary,  near  the  I'mulUht. 

I  feel   confident,  with   t!>e  present   arrangement  of  the  two  vc 
that  access  to  and  from  Savannah  at  this  point  by  the  river,  and  the 
smaller  inlets  to  its  channel  will  not  be  possible. 

Two  more  deserters  {Irish)  from  a  picket  station  below  Thunderbolt 
battery  arrived  llnv   bring  DO  additional  news. 

All  the  Information  lately  received  from  these  sources  relative  to  the 
expectation  ol  blockade  runners  and  the  two  -mall  vessels  watci 
an  opportunity  to  run  to  seaward  has  been  promptly  communicated  to 
Lieutenant  <  'oinmander  Luce,  senior  officer  in  \\  a:  und. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  \V.  Johnson, 
L'rut'.nant-  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  J,  A.  Daiiloukn. 

Comd/j.  South  Atlantic  lilockdg.  .V  ,nf  CharUtton, 


Report  of  Eneign  Johiuxm,   I  .  8.  Ann/,  giving  not?x  of  observations 
mad-  from  Batt.  ry  vhegg. 

1'Yao-StKAMKK  I'lIILADKU'lOA, 

OffMorrU  Inland.  December  £0, 1863. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  notes  taken 
from  Battery  Putnam  [Gregg]  this  day: 

The  sea  was  smooth  and  the  utiiiosnhcre  clear  and  I  had  a  fine  view. 

The  ship  win  rdai    mi  alongside  the  northeastern  wharf 

[Cooper  River j  has  been  anchored  in  the  stream. 

I  do  not.  think  the  new  ironclad  has  been  launched,  as  one  can  be 
seen  plainly  upon  the  wnys.  She  appears  to  bo  nearly  completed. 
plated,  etc.,  her  hull  entirely  plated,  but  a  large  number  of  men  at 
work  upon  the  casemate  plating. 

Above  this  dock  there  is  a  vessel,  but  she  has  not  the  appearance  of 
any  of  their  ironclads:  appears  to  have  shears  raised  upon  tier  decks; 
her  decks  are  llu.-h  fore  and  aft,  and  no  plated  house  ou  deck,  as  the 
others  appear  to  have. 

One  of  the  ironclads  got  underway  and   steamed  up  to  the 
abreast  St.  Philip's  Church. 

The  piling  appears  to  be  very  milch  broken  up,  and  in  some  places 
entirely  gone. 

The  obstruction-  near  Fort  Sumter  have  been  thinned  out  very  much 
during  the  last  gale.  1  could  see  distinctly  two  clusters  of  buoys,  one 
with  11  and  the  other  with  b  buoys,  but  otherwise  they  are  very 
irregular  and  scattering, 

kThe  rebels  appear  to  be  very  busy  upon  the  Sullivan's  Island  bat- 
teries, and  were  taking  a  heavy  gun  along  the  beach  toward  Breach 
Inlet. 
The  debris  about  Sumter  has  washed  away  very  much. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect  f idly. 
Mohtimkk  L.  Johnson, 
Wntign,  fr.  8,  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Daulgren, 
C<"  <g  South  Atlantic  Blo&admg  Squadron, 
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Report  »/  Rear-Admiral  DaMgi 

qftton  ■■  ■linns  In  <  liai-l'*t"»  Harbor. 

Fi.AU-StKAMKK   PniI.AI»Kl.PHlA, 

Off  M  'and,  DaeambarSJ,  186S. 

Sik:  Since  my  last  communication  nothing  of  particular  interest 
has  occurred. 

Our  batteries  on  Morris  Island  arc  quiet  uiul  the  reliel  batteries 
equally  so. 

For  ten  days  subsequent  to  the  <lisaster  of  the  WaahowhtH  tin: 
Weather  was  wretched,  with  the  exemption  of  a  single  clay  — wind,  rain. 
and  a  heavy  tea  having  prevailed  in  afferent  combinations:  one  result 
of  which  has  been  to  iraafa  down  a  quantity  of  obstructions  from  the 
upper  harbor, much  to  the  disoommure  of  >  ils,  no  doubt,  not 

only  depriving  (hem  of  Che  aid  they  expected  to  derive  from  • 

•is.  but  disclosing  to  us  obstruction!  of  another  and  more  formi- 
dable character  than  those  which  we  were  aware  of. 

The  quantity  was  \  't  -v\  considerable,  and  besides  tiboss  made  of  rope, 
which  were  well   known  to  us,  the  timber, 

banded  together  and  connected  by  railroad  iron,  with  very  stout  links 
ar  card  end. 

I  can  not  undertake  to  say  how  these  parts  were  combined,  for, 
When  I  saw  the  timber  in  the  channel,  the  iron  connections  WOW  not 
visible,  and  when  I  -aw  the  latter  Bahore,  the  timlier  had  been  cut  up 
for  firewood. 

Pint  the  solidity  and  strength  "f  the  wood  and  iron  were  obviously 
so  great  that  they  must  have  proved  fonuidable  obstructions  to 
encounter. 

This  is  another  instance  of  the  secrecy  with  which  the  rebels  Create 
defeases:  Cor  although  some  of  the  deserters  have  occupied  positions 
more  or  less  confidential,  not  one  of  them  has  sveo  hinted  at  obstruc- 
tions of  this  kind,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  correspondents  of  our 
own  papei    keep  the  rebels  pretty  well  posted  in  our  affairs. 

The   rebels  confine   their  activity  tO  toe  works  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
where  they  labor  assiduously  eastward  from  Moultrie,  evidently  con 
vinced  thai  our  attack  will  be  direct  on  this  island. 

They  are  also  progressing  with  the  new  ironclad,  which  has  advanced 
to  the  plating,  but  Iconsidtor  the  distance  too  great  to  be  sure  of  this. 

The  Fait"/!  passed  here  on  the  18th,  and  the  next  dav  1  received  I 
telegram  from  the  Navj  Department,  forwarded  by  Johnson  £  Ilig- 
gins,  relative  to  the  raising  of  the  W- rlniwhn.  .lust  at  this  time  ( 1!M h) 
Captain  Bennett,  the  agent  of  Johnson  &  Higgins.  called  to  state  that 
he  had  arrived  with  two  schooners  to  commence  work  on  the  Keokuk. 
I  informed  him  that  his  principals  had  undertaken  to  raise  the  I, 
hnwk: a.  and  at  once  offered  assistance,  which  would  have  put  him  in 
Operation  the  next  day  (20th);  but  be  has  chosen  his  own  course,  and 
I  only  fear  will  lose  toe  opportunity  of  smooth  water,  that  can  not  be 
expected  to  endure  long. 

the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JtfO.  A.   I>uii<;i:kn. 
Rear- J  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Whu 

Secretary  of  the  Aravy,  Washington,  Jj.  O. 
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(huh ■■/•  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahhjn n.    I'.   8.   X<im,  /rrecautions 

aguinxf  injury  (••  fHOnittffe. 

I    1    Ul-SlT.AMKU    PHILADELPHIA, 

Qf  Morris  Aland,  r  21, 1863. 

The  winter  season  ia  upon  as,  and  some  further  precautions  will  be 
needed  to  guard  against  even  tin-  probability  of  danger  to  the  monitor*. 

[naddltioDf  therefore, to tiu>  onlerof  I")  3,  it  isnon  directed — 

1st  That  on  the  appearance  of  bad  weather  the  monitors  will  nut 
advance  up  the  harbor  t<»  the  usual  picket  station,  hut  will  be  drawn 
together  at  the  moorings  provided  for  them. 

•_M.  The  hatch  over  the  windlass  room  i-  always  to  l>e  down  and 
secured  at  night,  and  in  the  daytime  when  the  sea  cornea  \  tin- 

deck.    In  the  latter  case  the  berth -dee  k  hatch  ia  also  to  be  closed*  and 
in  good  season,  so  that  no  water  may  be  allowed  to  find  its  way  below. 

3d.  Close  watch  is  to  be  kept  on  the  accumulation  of  water  in  the 
chain  locker  and  forebold,  the  depth  of  which  is  to  bo  ascertained  and 
logged  every  hour. 

4th.  The  engineers  will  endeavor  to  have  the  pumps  draw  directly 
from  the  forebold.  and  recommend  further  measures,  it  needed,  for 
purpose. 

Ili-  trim  of  the.  monitors  is  also  to  be  so  regulated  as  to  preveii 
the  water  from  tending  forward,  and  the  bow  sufficiently  down  to 
avoid  the  action  of  the  sea  over  the  overhang. 

r.th.  If.  with  every  care  and  effort,  itsbould  be  found  impracticable 
to  throw  off  the  accumulation  of  water  forward,  the  monitor  must  be 
moved  into  shoal  water  and  oul  of  reach  of  'he  rebel  batteries. 

7th.  Fleet  Captain  Bradford  will  have  the  present  moorings  replaced 
by  those  <»f  a  heavier  description. 

-th.  Reports  will  be  made  promptly  to  mo  of  any  unusual  occur- 
rence in  the  condition  of  a  monitor. 

9th.  And  when  the  flag  is  not  within  convenient  reach,  the  senior 
officer  of  the  ironclads,  who  may  be  above,  will  give  attention  to 
whatever  may  concern  the  safety  of  the  monitors,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mander of  the  monitor. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  when  there  is  much  sea,  the  number  of 
picket  boats  will  also  be  limited  to  such  as  come  from  vessels  within 
the  bar,  and  these  are  not  to  he  exposed  to  :t  heavy  sea,  unless,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  monitor  on  picket,  it  may  be  expedient. 

Respectfully,  John  A.  Dahlgrkn, 

Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blookdg.  Squadron. 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Daldarcn,    CI.    8.    Navy,  to  Acting  Ma 
Zhtrand,  U.   S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  &   1 
delphia. 

FLA08ITIP  PniLADELPITIA, 

Off  Morri.-  Island,  l>  <<mber  23, 1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
M <<hit irk,  and  will  report  to  Fleet  Captain  Bradford  for  the  command 
of  this  ve 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlghek. 
Rear- Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdy.  Sqvaawn, 

Acting  Master  (too.  R.  Dbrafd, 

imandina  I     8.  8,  Mbiawk- 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Naxyy,  trav»m!tth><j  pirktt 

reports. 

No.  336.]  Fiaij-Stkamku  Phii.adki.fhia. 

Of  Morris  fdand,  XK  a  mbt  r  M,  1863. 
I  transmit  herewith  the  picket  reports  of  yesterday,  which  will 
give  the  Department,  some  idea  of  the  observation  which  I  maintain 
day  and  nignt  on  the  rebels 

Their  BoBeitude  ia  evidently  for  Sullivan's  Island,  §j  if  they  antici- 
pated  the  weight  of  an  attack  there. 

They  are  more  cautious,  also,  than  formerly,  especially  in  meddling 
with  our  picket  boats,  winch  they  seldom  cnase  fur  from  Moultrie, 
hut  return  quickly,  and  occasionally)  during  the  night,  open  from  their 
batteries  as  if  to  disturb  and  drive  in  our  channel  pickets. 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  DlHLBBflar, 

Ban  mig.  South  AUantio  JBlochia,  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wku.es, 

Secretary  of  th>  Navy,  II '•'.■./> /»<•//<■/»,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure*.] 

Flag-Steam  kk  Philadelphia,  December  88,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  memorandum  report 
of  observations  taken  from  Fort  Putnam  |GreggJ  this  day: 

The  work  upon  the  new  ironclad  is  still  progressing;  some  thirty 
men  at  work  upon  her  casemates. 

The  debris  about  Port  Sumter  has  been  very  much  washed  away 
and  the  walls  are  nearly  perpendicular. 

A  party  of  men  are  takiug  a  heavy  gun  from  Fort  Moultrie  in  the 
direction  of  Breach  Inlet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mortimer  L.  Johnson, 

h.'i m  ion,  ('.  S.  Navy. 
Rear-Adniirul  John  A.  Dahi.ouen. 

ObmrnaatiUng.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Qoyadron, 

U.  S.  Ibonclad  Catskdll, 
Off  Mom's  Kkma\  Doom  Iter  82, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  picket  last  night  consisted  of  the 
monitors  Catskitt  and  Natiant,  tugs  Dandelion  and  Clover,  and  six 
boats. 

The   night  was  still,   with  clear  moonlight.     At   midnight    Fort 
Moultrie  and  the  batteries  on  James  Island  opened   fire,  and   (Of  0 
an  hour  shelled  the  waters  patrolled,  principally  with  mortars.     At  :i 
a.  m.  Fort  Moultrie  fired  six  or  seven  ricochet  shots  over  the  same 
spaee. 

Nothing  unusual  was  seen  during  the.  night. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

William  Gibson, 

L  i'-utenant-  Commander. 

Rear- A'lmi nil  John  A.  DaITLOREN, 

( ''mi, iii<iinfhi<j  South  Att"ht/r  />/  ,  Squadron. 
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Report  <>/  /.'  '   DaAlgren,  U.  8*  .'>  limj  Mm 

<>/  •  ion  Ban 

No.  887.]  Fi.ac-Stkamkk  Piiii.adki.i-mia, 

<>f  Morru  Fdond,  December  -';. 

Sih:   1  transmit  by  the  MduaoAutettB  a  simple  of  the  Iron    fasten- 
ings which  conneoted  the  heavy  timb.  r  t!oat>  that  came  down  in  some 
of  tlnv  re<  i  ii'     :  !'      and  do  doubt  constituted  u  line  of  rebel  oh 
t  ions  unknown  to  us  previously. 

It  is  a  section  of  rail.  some  80  feet   long,  with  two   heavy  links  at 

each  end. 

I  ha\e  the  honor  to  Ik\  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlor 
U.  .a-.  I  dm  >  mi,  Oomdg.  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wei: 

Secretary  >>/  //<<  Navy,  WaaMnaton,  J>.  0, 

[Kiuli.r.  iiii-nl    | 

Said  to  have  been  landed  at  Fori  Monroe.     It  has  been  Bent  for. 


i-   /.   s.  8.  Marblehead  ■'■  ederati  haUerim  in  8 

It '/•'■/;  I><> , mber  .'■"'.  !■'■ 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Danlgren.  XI.  8.  HaTy.  transmitting  additional  reportt. 

No.  343.]  Fi.a>:-Steameu  Philadelphia. 

OffMorru  Fdond,  Deoembm  ..7,  !■•- 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  reports   in    relation   to  :m  attack   made   by 

the  rebels  upon  the  MarbUhead  (Christmas  morning),  lying  in  Stono, 

which  wus  repulsed  by  the  Morhtehead,  Pawn  •  [O.  P.] 

II  JUiam 

It  will   be  seen  that  Lieutenant-Commander   Meade  acted  with 

promptness  and  vigor,  and   that   tin-  whole  defense  was  highly  credil 

able. 

I  beg  leave  to  endorae  the  re< ■ommendations made  in  his  rep* 

The  easulties  of  the  MarbleAi a, I  were  8  men  killed  ■— Roliert  Brown, 

Lorenzo  D,  Snow,  Joseph  Phillips — and  4  wounded    Charles  Moore. 
Alexander  Henderson.  John  Hackett,  and  Charles  Setnxnea 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Darlorsh, 
Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  QxDBOM  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Snvy.  gton%D.  0, 


Roport  of  Commander  Baleh.  D.  3.  Havy.  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnea. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawkbb, 
Off  Leoarci://. ,  8.  CLt  December  85,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  bonor  to  submil   the  following  report  of  the 

action  of  to-day  with   the  batteries  on  .John's  Island,  in  which  all   the 
naval  force  was  engaged: 
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At  <>.L'i»  in  in.  B  sharp  fin  from  BBVeral  batteries  was  opened  on  tin* 
Ma  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Meade,  jr.,  commanding, 

at  distances  from  800  to  1,200  yards,  to  which  she  replied  quickly  and 
most  vigorou 

I  have  already  tr.oMiiitted  tin-  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
Meade,  us  bIbo  that  of  tin-  Burgeon. 

At  6.28  this  ship  got  underway.  Bud  at  G.8S  opened  fired  ou  the 
rebel  batteries  from  the  100  pool  ie  and  her  starboard  battery. 

Bad  taking  an  enfilading  position  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kiawah,  we 
dropped  anchor,  swung  round  to  the  tide,  and  opened  a  rapid  tire 
from  bar  pori  battery. 

At  7  the  c  p,  Wtttiam8)Atstikig  Master  8.  N.  Freemen,  command- 
ing, under  her  energetic  and  skillful  commander,  had,  immediately  OB 
hearing  the  enenn's  gun-",  slipped  her  cable,  came  down  the  Folly 
River  under  sail. and  otwried  lire  handsomely.  Acting  Master  Free- 
man's report  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  rapid  fire  from  the  three  vessels  engaged  BOOB  oansed  the  enemy 
to  retreat.  On  discovering  this  I  weighed  anchor  and  directed  \eting 
Master  Freeman  to  work  up  to  Legmv\  illeand  to  keep  up  a  fire  from 
his  guns.      At  7. 80  the  enemy  had  retreated   in  disorder,  leaving  two 

guns  in  the  batteries. 

I  proceeded  in  the  I'<nr)>,,  oil  IvegareVillc,  receiving  the  verbal 
report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Meadi  u.>  to  his  lOBB  in  killed  and 
wounded  and  the  damages  to  his  vessel. 

1  desire  BO  hear  my  testimony  to  the  skill  and  bravery  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Meade,  who.  under  a  sharp  lire,  worked  his  battery  in  B 
most  rapid  manner  and  handled  his  vessel  admirably. 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Freeman,  commanding  the  G.  I'.  WtUiamB^ 
who,  though  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  -rationed  \k  miles  from  the  BOene 
of  action, slipped  his  cable,  came  flown  under  sail,  and  handsomely 
partici|>ated  in  the  engagement. 

My  officers  and  crew  merit  my  warm  commendation  for  their  cool- 
ness and  good  gunnery,  and  I  take  pride  in  thus  testifying  to  their 
usual  tearing  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  1  deem  it  but  an  act  of 
justice  to  state  that  I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant  John  VV.  Philip  for 
hi-  seal  and  ability  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Soon  after  anchoring  at  Legaieville,  General  Gtordon,  commanding 

the  troops  on  the  south  end  of  Folly  Island,  came  up  the  river,  and 
after  ascertaining  thai  the  rebel  shells  had  done  no  harm  to  the  hoops 
in  I/Cgareville.  came  on  board  and  offered,  if  1  would  cover  tne 
advance,  he  would  send  an  infantry  force  ami  endeavor  to  bring  off 
the  SUM  which  the  enemy  had  left      I.  of  course,  agreed  to  Ihis  pro 

poauand  the  troops  advanced;  found  9  guns,  l  dying  rebel.  0  a 
horses,  intrenching  tools,  knap-ark-,  etc.,  and  everything  denoting 
that  the  enemy  had  made  a  precipitate  retreat. 

Whilst  the  troop      -ere  engaged   in   making  the  reeonnoiss;n 
sent  Acting  Master  <  'lmmpion  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  .1.  <J.  R 
by  one  i  if  tie  .reeks  to  ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to  get  the  guns  off 
by  water. 

General  Gordon  informed  me  of  the  result  of  the  reconnoissancc, 
which  is  substantially  as  stated  BDOVe,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  the  guns  off  by  his  troop-  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  transport- 
ing  them,  the  enemy  being  in  heavy  force  in  sight,  and  eight  Doming 
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on.    Be  directed  the  officer  in  command,  by  signs]  from  tbia  ship 

disable  the  gU8£  and  fall  hark. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Geo.   R.   Ralth, 

mm i  ml' r  •ni'i  Senior  Officer 

Rear- Admiral  J.   A.    I  Unu;i:i  n. 

Oo  vtio  Blockdff.  Sguadron,  off Mori 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Balch,  U.  8.  Nary,  tranimiftinf  reports  from  the  IT.  I.  I, 

Mnrblehead. 

I'.  :-«.  Steam  Su«ir  Pat*  m-.h, 
Off  Lei  ,  S.  C.y  December  2$%  1X63. 

Admibal:  The  enemv  opened  tire  this  morning  at  ti  on  the  M<<< 
head.     She  lost  \\  killed  and  4  wounded. 

The  Pawnee  lad  C.  /'.    H  got  underway  instantly  and  pro- 

ceeded into  action,  taking  up  an  enfilading  position,  and  the 
retreated  with  four  pieces.     I  enclose  for  your  information  Lieuienaat- 

OomnmadeT   Meades    report,  us  uho  that  of   the  surgeon.      I   enclose 

tli'-  ezpsndhnie  of  ammnaition  on  board  the  PammeexB.iiA  beg  leave  to 
state  tnat  at  General  Gordon's  reqoest  I  am  hen-  for  the  purposi 

covering  our  troops,  who  will  soon  advance  and  endeavor  to  capture 
guns  which  we  supj>ose  the  eneim   have  left. 

^Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  B.  Baloh, 
.   and  Snthrr  Officer 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlbbbn,  V.  S.  Navy, 
C'onidq.  South  A&QlUUi  L'/"ckdq.  Squadron%  off  Morris  Island. 
: 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander   Meade,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommandipg  IT.  8.  8.  Marblobead. 


U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Marbleheai 
Qf  ZegarSville,  Biono  ff«a*r,  December  8 
Admiral:  I   have  the  honor  to  report   that   the  enemy  on  John's 
iland  opened  tin-  on  us  at  »5  o'clock  this  morning  from  two  batti 
of  Held  end  siege  artillery,  posted  advantageous!}  in  the  woods.     At 
the  time  the  enemi  opened  are  the  vessel  bad  steam  onij  on  the  port 
boiler,  BS  thfl  bad  leak  in  the  stai'lawud  one  had  rendered   it    necessary 
to  haul  the  tires  under  that  boilfiT. 

\\'i-  replied  vigorously  t<>  the  enemy,  and.  slipping  the  cable,  took  a 
position  nearer  their  guns,  in  which,  after  a  sharp  contest  of  an  boi 
the  enem}'  retired  in  disorder,  leaving  one  gun  and  caisson   behind 
them.     It  is  reported  that  they  abandoned  two  guns. 

Both  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  admirably,  and,  though 

the  vessel  was  struck  over  twenty  times  and  was  much  cut  up  aloft. 

on  deck,  and  in  personnel,  stood  to  their  guns  until  the  enemy  retired 

discomfited  from  theirs. 

I  have  to  commend  the  gallantry  and  good  Barrios  of  Acting  Ensign 
George  F.  Winslow  and  the  officers  of  the  two  gun  divisions.    Will  ii 

Farley  (boatswain's  mate),  captain  of  the  Xl-inch  gun,  behaved  in  the 
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r  gallant  manner,  animating  his  men  and  keening  up  it  rapid  and 
effective  fire  on  the  enemy-     I  trust  you  will  take  suitable  notice  of 
this  man's  conduct.     lie  deserves  the  medal  of  honor.     .Tame.*  Miller 
(qoartennaBter)  l»ehaved  gallantly,  and  Joseph  Rouden  (sailmak 
mate),  a  prisoner  at  large,  behaved  bo  well  in  tin*  action  that  I  am 

induced  to  hope  that  the  I  »ip:i  1 1  m*'iit  tna\  overlook  the  grave  offen.-e 
for  which  he  was  tried  by  court-martial  recently.  Boneri  Blake,  a 
eontrahand,  excited  noj  admiration  by  the  cool  and  brave  manner  iu 

which  he  BBTVed    tin-  rate  pin.     The  enemy's    lire  'I  v  effective, 

and  the  vessel  is  badly  cut  up  aloft  (losing  main  topmast)  and  on  deck; 

:il  shot  in  the  hull  and  one  or  two  in  the  foremast,  and 
lost  3  men  killed  and  4  wounded,  one  seriously.  The  surgeon's  report 
is  herewith  enclosed.  The  report  of  ammunition  expended  is  also 
enclosed,  by  which  you  will  observe  that  a  rapid  fire  was  kept  up. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  very  considerable  at  our  short 
range,  as  the  abandonment  of  their  artillery  proves. 

The  P'lim-..  which  when  the  action  oommenoed   RU  at  anchor  in 

the  Inlet,  t«>ok  an  enfilading  position  On  the  Kiawah  Kiver.and  by  her 

contributed  greatly  in  demoralizing  the  enemy  and  forcing  him 

to  retreat.      The  mortar  schooner  also  came  down  and  joined  in  Che 

action. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  again  to  commend  the  good  conduct  of  every- 
one on  lioard.    Their  courage  was  so  well  displayed  thai  the  enemy, 
who  had  doubtless  counted:  on  disabling   DS,  were  forced   to  r<  i 
(without  effecting  their  object)  in  confusion  and  ignominy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  W.  Meade,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Commaml-r.  I'.  S.  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Darxoren,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Fleet. 

Sir: 


Xeport  of  A»iiitant  Surgeon  Kidder,  of  tho  IT.  S.  B.  Marblekaad. 


U.  8.  Gunboat  Marrlehead, 
OfZaganhSU,  8.  C.  Ih<  ember  26, 1863. 
Sir:   The  following  is  a  list,  of  casualties  received  in  action  this 
morning: 

Killed  3. — Robert   Brown,  captain   forecastle;    Lorenzo    D.   Snow, 
ordinary  seaman;  Joseph  Pauline,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded  /f.-  Charles  Moore, landsman,  in  scalp;  Alexander  Ben 
dcrson.  landsman,  contusion  (»f  thigh:  Charles  Scmiuo.  landsman, 
contusion  of  foot:  John  Hackett,  coal  seriously,  in  thigh. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

B.  EL  Ktdi 

AstUtani  Surgeon, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  W.  Meade,  Jr. 

Charles  Bloore  (landsman),  wounded  in  the  action,  returned  to  his 

quarters  until  so  exhausted   by  loss  of   blood  that   he  had    to  I >e  taken 

below. 

Richard  W.  Meade,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 
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Report  of  LieuUnant-Commandor  Moad©,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  damage*  anatAined 

by  the  U.  8.  B.  Marblehoad 

D.    S.    StKAM    GtJNXOAT    M  MiHI.KIUAI.. 

Off  LegarirW. .  8.  £& 

Ai>miral:  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  damages  sustained  by  this 
<A  in  the  action  of  yesterday,  which  resulted  in  th< 
tin-  rebels.   You  will  0D6er?etba4  the  vessel  has  been  badly  cot  op 
foremast  is  wounded;  she  baa  12  Bhol  in  the  hull  0  between  wind  and 

water);    IS   -hot.  struck   in    tin-  upper  works   and  aloft      We  huvo  one 

30>pounder  shell  which  Lodged  in  the  steerage  and  did  not  expli 
showing  that  the  rebels  had  something  heavier  than  mere  Qeldpieo 

Tin-  (ossoi  i  he  ''in  im\  it  is.  of  coarse,  impossible  to  ascertain,  though. 
fudging  by  subsequent  results  ascertainea,  it  must  have  been  hea 
We  know  that  they  abandoned  on  tin-  field  (as  our  troops  Bscertaii 
two  24-poimder  guns  and  caissons,  6  dead  horses,  72  shovels  for  iotreoeh- 
Sag  purposes,  I  dead  man.  and  a  large  number  of  knapsacks  and 
aceoutermente,  indicating  a  rapid  and  disordered  flight. 

L  think  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  thai  they  were  puni 
Bevexely.     ( lux  fire  was  most  rapid  and  effective;  fortunately  only  two 
days  ago  I  received  a  new  set  of  trucks  for  Xl-inch  gun  and  it  n  orked 
iulmirai)ly.    He  action  tght  within  a  range  of  800  yards  until 

the  ••ncrny  flinched  from  his  gti 

Ihe  executive  officer  particularly  commends  the  good  oonductand 
bravery  of  Wendell  Lemiao  (boatswain's  mate)  and  Samuel  Pearoe 
(mesaeiiger  boy).  Where  all  behaved  well.  it.  is  alum-;!  impossible  to 
particular^  .  I  can  onlv  sav  that,  under  (Jod,  to  the  bravery  of  I 
officers  and  men  of  die  Marwehacul  is  owing  a  result  so  highly  eredita- 
ble  to  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Hiciiakd  W.  Meade,  Jr., 

Lit  '■'■  '■■•;■'  1  ■  ■/;< /finder. 

Rear-Adiniiul  JoKR   A.  Daiii.okkn,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Comdtj.  St, >iff,  Atlantic  Blockdff.  Fleets  off  Charleston,  S.  (]. 

[Kliiltireruii-iil  | 

Forwarded:  and  I  deem  it  but  proper  t<»  testify  to  my  satisfaction 
in  ascribing  all  due  credit  to  the  Almighty,  but  I  must,  in  just  ce  to 
the  efficient  services  rendered  by  the  rwenet  and  C  /'.  Williams .  dis- 
sent from  this  claim  of  the  ittuhUhaud,  which  vessel,  however  ifell 
she  may  have  done  her  dut  v .  as  -he  undoubtedly  did,  can  not  lay  sola 
claim  to  such  "a  result  bo  highly  creditable  \<>  the  Navy,"  especially 
as  it  was  observed  that  th<  Bnemy's  tire  did  no  or  diminish  until 

the  /'■■><■/■■■  and  <■  /'.  William*  got  into  position;  and  to  the  combined 
effect  of  the  three  vessels  engaged,  an  undoubted  claim  may  be  laid  as 
highly  creditahle  to  the  N 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gtao.  B.  Bai.ch, 
(\oitriiinnl,  i an'!  Senior  Officer  Present-. 

JaM  of  damtufet  mutaintd  Ay  the  Mln  '  Hrrembtr  86. 

V.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Mabbuebbad, 

St<rtm  /»' </■<!'.  8ovih  I  ' '■■■ '  ■'■'.  1869, 

Boat  <l> /'•ir/w- lit.    Starboard   fore-topmast   backstay    ibol 

away;  Ih>i1i   fore   vanga  shot  away;  fore  hunt  jig  shot  away;  topsail 
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tack    shot    :nv:iv:    lightning    rods    >hot    away    on    ltoth    masts;    truing 

tinea  of  boarding  netting*  shot  away;  port  for©  swifter  and  forward 

•pi   badly  injured;  starboard  fore  swifter  and  forward  shroud 

'•I  llv  injured;  sfa  sqnare^eil  lift  shot  away;  fore  peak  halyards 

I  away;  port  buntline  and  leach  line  shol  away;  main  peak  balyards 

i  away;  forward  starboard  maintopmasl  shroud  shot  away ;  after 

port  maintop  port  maintopmasl  backstay  shot 

\ :  both  middle  foi  ;  one  awning  atanobion  shot 

v  and  boarding  netting  cut 

.M-.iint-  I.")    i.il 

above  the  cap:  heel  ol  Eoretopmast  shot  away,  bead  of  forem 
injured,  and  a  shot  in  the  it  about  B  feet  aooi  e  the  deck;  b  >hot 

struck  the  ship  in  the  waist,  about  8  inches  ab  uss- 

iiur  through  toe  ship's  side,  tearing  away  two  berths  on  tl.  icard 

siae   tearing  np  five  d  ok,  and  men  tearing  away  two  berthc 

the  porl  side  01  the  st  ;  a  shot  passed  through  the  forward  port 

hammock  rail,  itrfldng  the  starboard  bit t  and  pa.-  the 

starboard  plank-abeer:  three  more  shot  striking  the  shin  ipe. 

about  water  line,  splintering  the  plana  badly  and 

opening  the  seams  a]  feet:  three  sho(  striking  the  bridge, 

damage  slight;  four  more  shot  passing  through  the  rails,  doing  con- 
siderabk  tl  other  snot  e  hip*s  huU,  but  aid  so 

damage. 

Gttnm  rs  dm  eat  bit  lost;  four  breechiags  for  broad- 

side guns  earned  away;  four  breecfainj  drawn  firom  their  sock- 

one  pikestaff  shot  away;  one  rammer  stave  shot  away;  three  van! 

pad-  lost 

Respectfully, 

Riciiaki)  W.  Mkauk,  Jr., 

"for. 


aepcrt  of  Acting-  Muter  Frwamn,  V.  S.  Havy,  commanding  D.  B.  ichoonar  C  P.  Wllliuni. 

r.  s.  Schooner  C.  P.  Wit.lumb, 

■  >■  .7.  1863. 

Sii-:  On  the  morning  of  the  ^-"»tb  December) ;"  6: SO  a,  m.,  theoffi* 
of  the  deck  reported  the  enemy  had  opened  fire  on  the 
and  .)/•■  ••  lying  In  the  Stono  River,  opposite  Legar6- 

\  ill--.     I  could  not  see  them  at  the  time,  ae  it  wa  ly  lijjlit  and 

the  atmosphere  hazy.     I  immediately  th ■dor  to  slip  cable. 

made  sail,  and  proceeded  with  all  possible  dispatch  t<>  the  scene  <»f 
action .     At  6: 55  a.  m.,  when  within  range,  [opened  fireontheenei 
at  the  same  time  bearing  down  on  the  /  ceive  my  orders 

fron  cb,  senior  officer  present     He  said  thai  me  aw 

had  commenced  a  retreat,  aa<  k  mv  n  i  the 

Stono.  and  to  use  my  guns  to  the  beat  advantage  "n  the  enemy,     i  bit 
order  I  executed  to  the  best  of  myabfl  idthaU  the  dispatch 

possible  with  a  sailing  vessel  in  a  narrov  •■  osing  my  guns  as 

dire  wnioromci     Commander  Belch).     About  half  past  8or9 

a.  in.  1  came  alongside  the  Paten*  and  was  ordered  bv  Commander 
Belch  i<>  drop  astern  Britain  hailing  distance  and  anchor.     I 
quentlv  received  orders  from  him  to  open  a  slow  fire  with  mv  mortar 
on  ■  piece  of  woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  retreated    Ou  this  I 
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expended  twent  j  1 11  of  which  exploded.     The  conduct  of  officers 

and  men  wns  vorv  <ntisf;n  !• .  ■•.  to  me,  they  paying  strict  attentioi 
their  reaper  tiva  duties  and  performing  them  with  alacrity.     1 
the  executive  officer's  report  of  the  firing* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   X.    Fkkkmav 
Acting  3/<M 
Commodore  (J.   B.   Bai.ch. 

Senior  Officer  Present^  Stone  /«'■■'■  •'/«  GbtoUm. 

[Enoltwure.] 
I        S.    MllllTAU    SCHOONF.K    C,    P.    WlLLIi 

St,r,l>>    },' 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  b< ig  leave  to  make  the  foil-  port  of 

Sling  on  lioard  this  v.     .1 

Rounds  fired  December  95. — 82-pouuder,  18;  mortar,  90j  90-pounder 
rifle,  16;  -i  ana,  l". 

Hits  by  the  enemy.     None* 
Distance— From  1,600  to  1,000  yards. 
Object.— Enemy's  artillery. 

Very  aHy,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  Goghbj 

Acting  Master  Commanding  s.  N.  Freeman. 


Report  of  Commander  Batch,  D.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Meade.  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  removal  of  abandoned  gnna  from  John'a  Island. 

U.  s.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
,   $outh  I  1863. 

Admiral:  I  bare  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  accompanying 
report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Meade,  of  the  M<n 
in  relation  to  the  bringing  off  of  two  of  the  enemy's  guns  left  in  the 
batteries  on  John's  Island  in  tie'  action  of  December  25,  instant. 

Lieutenant-Commander  M  port  i>  full  and  explicit,  and 

duty  rem  u  me  to  pet  form  but  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice 

Lieutenant-*  da?  Meade's  admirable  performance  of  his  duties, 

as  also  that  of  his  command 

v.-) ,  re  ipectfull] .  youi  obedient  servant 

Geo.  B.  Ba) 
GommancL  n-ior  Officer  Pre&> 

Rear-Adniiral  .1.  A.  DabXOREN,  l'.  S.  Navy. 

Oomd  tic  Block  Irtm^offi  Morris  lib 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Meade,  D.  8,  Nary,  regarding  the  removal  of  gni 

r.  s.  Steam  Gunboat  Mablkuead, 

mber£8,  1863. 

Sir:  1;  our  verbal  order  of  this  date,  J  have  the  honor 

to  report  the  result  of  the  ezpedil  i  y  command, sent  to  c 

tnre  and  bring  off  the  guns  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  the  action 
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rant.     Ji  [ously,  by  J  <mr  order,  made  a  roconnolssanee 

of  the  gro  bad  ascertained  the  feasibility  of  the  project. 

The  expedition  i  boats,  8  offl  men  from  the 

Puona  ;  l  boats,  I  officers,  sod  2')  men  from  this  vessel ,  and  1  officer 
and  12  men  from  the  r.  /'.  WiUiams,  Total,  B  boats,  s  officers,  and 
B2  men.  <>f  which  29  were  marines,  under  Sergeant  W.  Frnderiokson, 
of  the  rounds. 

A  rough plan  of  the  ground  and  of  the  n  elearthworks  i-  herewith 

enclosed.*  They  are  lield  works  of  u;reat  strength,  and  the  lost  of  fche 
enemy  must  have.  I m •« •  1 1  e^ieatto  hav  I  their  abandonment. 

•  reaching  the  earthwork,  near  the  bayou  which  flows  south. 
■  wanllv  of  LegareviUe,  I  directed  Acting  Ensign Thomai  Moore  to 
take  the  men  of  toe  I  i  mi  Into  the  Potum 

ter,  :im  i  I  be  can  in  then  to  come  to  the  asBistanee  of  the 

rest  of  the  expedition.  I  have  to  commend  this  officer  for  the  celerity 
ud  •  Sciency  with  which  be  |  <l  his  work. 

With  the  remainder  of  the  men  1  proceeded  half  a  mile  to  the 
northward,  to  the  other  two  rebel  works.  The  marines  wen  thrown 
well  out  in  i  reveal  emprise,    Thegta  in  the 

most  northern  work  boinj  llDMd,  it  proved  an  Immense  laboi 

raise  it  and  lash  it  on  tb  irrlag      toe  trail       the  carrin 

then  lifted  by  the  main  EOTOfl  "I    BO  Dies  onto  tin-  1  3  pounder  howitzer 

carri  I  foi  the  purpose,  and  lashed  mere.    A  rode  wagon 

was  thus  foi  med. 

It  being  bnpoesible  to  drag  the  pun  through  the  marsh  (knee  deep 
in  stiff  mud),  which  was  the  way  we  esma,  ■  detour  of  over  B  mile  was 

necessary.     Plank  was  hud  along  the  edge  of  the  marBb  aodtheonaa 

was  hauled  with  great  exertion  to  tin  bayou  and  gotten  Into  the  Sar- 
Mefoad's  launch.     Lieutenant  [Acting  Ensign]  Moore,  having  finis] 
his  part  of  Hie  work,  eame  sauaath  to  our aaststance,  and  it  required 

il  ••  united  force  Oi    the  H  hole  expedition,  except  the  marines  and  I 

keepers,  to  drag  the  gone  m  the  bayou.  The  carriages  and  rest  of  the 
equipage  were  tumbled  down  the  embankment  into  the  deep  stream. 

Nothing  of  importance  was  left  behind.  The  expedition  was  a  pet- 
feet    -men     -  I  n      b       i-    entered    tin-    elVrk  at    8:10  p.   In.,  ami  BUOVed 

oiT  with  the  guns  (two  8-inch  siege  howitzers,  weighing  about  8 
pounds  each)  al  i  p.  m.    The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  every- 
thing to  be  desired.    Volunteers  for  the  work,  they  vied  with  each 

other  in   zeal    and    labored   with  a   will.      The    \:ivy    has-   reason   to   Ihj 

proud  of  such  men.     I  have  the  honor  to  commend  the  coolness  and 
good  service  of  Bnsign  Henn  Gnass  (signal  officer).     Acting  Bnsign 
Thomas  Moon  and  Acting  Master's  Mate. 1. 1;.  Baohe,ofths  Pawnee^ 
rendered  most  efficient  service.    Acting  Ensign  G.  A.  1  laniman,  Aa 
ant  Surgeon  B.  II.  Kidder,  Thfc  tant  Engineei  A.  I'.  Suther- 

land, ana  [Actingj  Assistant  Paymaster  James  Winter,  all  volunteers 
from  the  M:\rbi >  l«>v I.  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  Cochran,  of  the  O,  P. 
Wil  eihcient  service.    These  gentlemen  can  not 

bo  too  highly  commended,    The  conduct  of  tl>e  bluejackets, and  espe- 
eially  of  the  marines,  was  excellent 
After  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  property  was  complete,  and 

not  until  then,  was  the  order  given  tO  fall  back  on  the  boats.  The 
expedition  returned  in  good  order,  and  the  rebels  can  boasl  two  guns 

ban  they  bad  Den-mber  24,  1863. 
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From  tin'  8  Inch  gun  brought   t<>  the  which 

loaded,  a  fvlindi  tile  (with  soft  nietal  base),  weigh 

100  pounds  •ii.     Both  shel]  and  fuze  I  have  pi 

Bureau  i 

itully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  W.  Meade,  dr., 
/./.  no  Marbli  lf<i,{. 

Commander  ti.  B.  Kaia'H, 

S.  8.  /'■■'"■>,,.,/,,</  :■■  8tono. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Commandor  Meade,  U.  8.  Havy,  making  correction  in  statement 
regarding  the  captured  guns. 

I  .  B.  E  GrUWBOAT  Makmi.kilf.au. 

I 

Admikai.:  My  report  ot  28th  stated  thai  the  guns  abandoned  by  the 
rebela  in  the  action  of  the  95th  were  24-pounoer  guns.    This  st 
jih'iii   was  based   upon  information  derived   From  General   Gordon. 
Since  thai  report  was  banded  to  Commander  Balch  to  forward*  an 
expedition  undei  unmand  captured  and  brought  oft  to 

They  prove  t"  be  s  Inch  aeacoasl  bowitzers,  weighing  2.'  onds 

b,  and  throw  shot  oi  ,;'-».:.  pounds  weight.    J  request  that  this  cor- 
on  in:iy  be  made  in  my  report  of  the  BOth  instant 
Very  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant. 

Richard  W.  Meade,  Jr.. 

•ier. 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlsrem, 

! 


Commendatory  letter  from  Bear-Admiral   Dahlgren,    U.   8.   Havy,  to  Commander  Balch, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  6.  8.  Pawnee. 

hDBB   i'lm.ADi  i .1'iii.v. 
Off  Morris  bland,  /■>■  ■■■  mb<  r  87,  18& 
Sati  I    bare   received    tfa  »rts  of   yourself    and    Lieutenant- 

imander  Meade,  in  relation  t<>  the  action  begun  by  the  rebel 
the  35th. 

The  promptness  and  vigor  with  which  the  rebels  were  repulsed  is 
highly  creditable  to  yourself  and  Lieut  tander  Meadi 

weu  ss  to  :<il  engaffeot 
The  Recounts  will  be  duly  transmitted  t<»  the  Department 
Meanwhile  please  accepts  my  thanks  to  yourself.  Captain  M 
and  ili«"  officers  and  crews  «>f  the  vests  jed. 

As  the  Ufarblelit  id  needs  repair,  I  have  ordered  tin-  Cimarron  up  to 
Stono  to  relieve  her. 

pectfully,  yourobedienl  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlokeh, 

h   Atlan! 

Coiunian  B.  Balch, 

-ndg.  U.  8.  8.  Pawn.  Officer  Present,  Stono  River. 
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Commendatory  letter  from  Roar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  0    8.  Nary,  to  Lieatenant-Commandor 
Meade,  V.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Marblohead. 

.  1863. 
Sn::  I  have  received  your  report  of  the  attack  made  by  the  rebels 
on  the  vessel  you  command,  ana  was  gratified  to  learn  that  they  met 
with  Bucb  :i  vigorous  reception  from  i  >d. 

-  report  will  !>«■  transmitted  to  the  Navj  Department,  with  my 
endorsement  of  your  recommendations. 

It  is  not  in  >  tote  Act        l  i  lign  Winalow;  and  the 

officers  of  gun  divisions  you  do  not  mention,  but  if  yon  cons 

ley  and  Miller  suitable  for  appointments  as  master's  mates,  I  will 
transmit  them.    Blake  m  tan. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  yourself,  officers,  and  crew. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  lervaot, 

J,  A.  Dahlorsn, 
Sear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  btto,  Squaaron. 

Lieutenant  <  Sommander  K.  W,  Mkauk, 

S.    Mrtrhlrheaik 

r Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U,  8.  Havy,  transmitting  recommendation*  for  promo- 
tion of  certain  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Marblohead. 


No.  l.J 


Fl.  i  ki;  1'it  ii.\r>>:i.iiiiA. 

Off  Marti*  fgUutdj  January^  isn1,. 
Sik:  I  transmit  Inn-will  iiuniration  from  Lieutenant-Com 

Blander  Meade,  recommending  for  promotion  and  advancement  those 
officers  and  men  of  the  Marblehead  who  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  during  an  engagement  with  the  rebels  in  the  Stono  River 

on  the  morning  or  the  Both  l> ember. 

1  have  given  the  appointment  o!  master's  mates  to  boatswain's  mate 
William  Farley  ana  Quartermaster  James  Miller,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Department  and  in  ranxormitv  with  circular  of 
OetoiMM-  7.  nn  i  have  advanced  Acting  Master's  Mate!  I  rani  Bullett 
and  li.  ( ).  L"\v  to  the  grade  of  acting  ensigns  with  the  nine  proi 

I  respectfully  nendthal  Acting  Ensigns  George  F.  Winslow 

and  George  A.  Harriman  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  acting  mi 
for  gallant  conduct  under  :»  severe  tire  of  the  enemy. 
1  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfnlly,  your  obedient  servi 

.1.  A.  Dahlobbk, 
1:  ■■;/>  Atlantic  Blockdg, 

Hon.  GlOOBOl)  Wki 

&■  4on\  l>.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Meade.  D    8.  Navy,  making;  recommendations  for 

promotion. 

U.  8.  S.  .Maiciu.miikad, 
Stone  Inlt.  /.  7864. 

Apmtbal!  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  December  *j7,  transmitting  your  thanks  for  the  repulse  of  the 
rebels  in  their  attack  on  this  vessel  '  Ihristmas  morning. 


p 
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~oi  TO    ATLANTH'    W.orK  \  I>!  NO    8Q1    \l»i:. 


I    beg   l<-;i\ e  tfl  :r--iue  vmi  that  I,  us  well  BS  JnV  offioefB  ami  men,  feel 

deeply  grateful  to  you  km  the  handsome  compliment  you  have  paid 
for  simply  doing  our  duty,  sad,  as  Ear  as  liea  in  our  power,  3 
rase  to  change  tin-  opinion  you  have  formed  of  us. 

I   most  respectfully  recomoiead  that  my  executive  officer,  Acting 
Ensign  George  P,  Wlnslow,  !"•  advanced  r  grade  llanl  oond 

I  assure  you  he  well  deserves  it. 

Both  William  Farley,  boatswain's  mate,  and  James  Miller,  qu 
muster,  will,  in  my  judgment, make  \'i>  Lr'>"'i  master's  mates.    Tl 
are  bothj^tod  Beamen,  and  though  Fa  in  asqus 

rigged  vessel,  be  has  never  been  Found  granting  in  the  MarbUKead, 

il   and  splendid  courage  under  heavy   ore  and   in   a   tr] 
moment,  his  accurate  gunnery  as  captain  of  XI  inch  pivot,  will  ever 
I--  bold  in  grateful  remembrance  bj  bis  commander  and  officers,  and 
well  deserve  reward. 

The  officers  of  the  gun  divisions,  not  mentioned  by  name  in  mj 
dispatch,  are  us  follows: 

First  division.  Acting  Ensign  George  A.  Harriman  and  Acting  Mas- 
Ifate  Frank  Millett. 

Second  division)  Acting  Master^  Mate  B.  0.  Low. 

AH  of  tln^' -iMitl.nien  huve  my  In .  i  i        imnei  lation.     Bir.  Millett 
informs  me  thai  he  1ms  h  since  1858,  and  Mr.  Low  baa 

Imm'h  two  years  in  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Hiciiak!)  W.  Mf.adk.  Jr., 

Bear  Admiral  John  a.  Dahlgheb,  r.  8.  Navy, 


Koport  of  Lioutenant-Commander  Meade.  U.  8.  Nary,  requesting  the  Department' i  Inatruc- 
tioua  regarding  the  disposition  of  trophies. 

I'.  S.  SiKAM   (ii'M:uvr  M  \i:m.Kin.Ai>, 

Navy   }'-//-/.  \.  >'■   York,  January  .'■>,  lst;'(. 

Sik:  The  following  trophies  od  the  action  between  this  vessel  and  the 

rebel   batteries    of   twelve  guns   and    nearly    400    men,    fought    near 

arerille,  on  Stono  River.  South  Carolina,  Christmas  last,  are  on 

board  of  this  vessel  awaiting  the  pleasure  or  the  Departmenl  as  to 

their  disposil 

One  6-inch  siege  howitzer,  one  80-pOonder  rifle  caisson  box,  one 
VUI-inch  shell,  smoothbore;  one  80-pounder  rifle  shell,  lodged  in  ship; 
one  12»pounder  rifle  shell,  lodged  in  ship:  one  LO-pounder  rifle  shell, 
lodged  in  ship. 

■fiie  other  howitzer,  captured  and  brought  off  by  the  expedition 
under  mv  command,  was  transferred  to  the  I  .  S.  8.  Pawn*  by  Com 
niander  oaloh's  order.    The  rifle  caisson  box  was  brought  off  by  me  iu 
the  rig  when  the  reconnoissance  oi  the  rebel  position  was  made.    It 

inside  of  on«  of  their  four  earthworks.     Their  w.»iks  v. 
fieldworks,  planked,  and  ditched  open  to  the  rear:  the  parapet  of  each 

work  was  over  0  feet  wide. 

Ver\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

Kuiiaim)  W.  Meads,  Jr., 

LltUttli     I   •- 1  '■■■: 

Hon.  Gideon  Wei.i.ks, 

ft/fNaviji  Wathingiori)  D.  c. 
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Extract  from  journal  of  operations  kept  at  Confederate  headqnarten,  Charleston,  8.  0. 

A>  previous!)  arranged*  our  batteries  on  the 
Btooo  bavins  rytbing  In  readineas.  lin-waa 

opt?  dc  Federal  Bteam  gunboat   Marl  *  i  j  t   this 

imirning,  lying  about:  Is  from  the  wharf  at]  'ending. 

The  enemy's  force  oo  land  was  about  BOO,  do!  in  toe  village,  i»uton  a 
littli  island,  with  a  narrow  defile  leading  to  it.  Colonel  !'.  If.  I'age 
determined  to  attack  with  a  field  battery  and  the  infantry,  bat  to  do  bo 
waited  for  onr  siege  guns  to  drive  the  gunboat  from  the  wharf. 
did  not  Open  fire  for  twenty  minutes  after  our  fire  eoimneneed.  Our 
fire  was  kept  upforaboutanhoural  1  jOOOyardsdietance,  without  making 
the  least  impression,  or,  as  Colonel  rage  thinks,  even  hitting  her  at  all. 
In  the  meantime  the  Ansoa  and  -  boat  ran  np  the  Kiawah 

and  opened  fire  oe  theflankand  i  trod  our  lower  batteries,  killing  1 
private,  severely  irounding  .'•  others  (2  sappoaed  mortaDv),  and  killing 
6  horses.    Colonel  Page  instantly  withdrew  and  fell  baofL  the  infantry 

to     Hoper"~    and    the    artillery    to    Wnljmle'.-..      General    Wise    having 

arrived  at  the  latter  place,  and  learning  from  Colonel  Page  that  the  l>ody 
of  l  private  and  2  neevj  howitasers  had  been  h i'i  on  the  ground,  in 

'l'n  ii'  •  of  the  loai  Of  the  horses  and  wheel>.  ordered  him  to  regain 
them  tf  possible  to-night. 


Cai 


Report  of  Colonel  Page,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  result  of  the  atUck. 


I  lr.  UXJfl  aki  i 
\\~<ilj*,i.'s,  DeomnJber  JR5,  186S. 
aitain:  I  am  sorry  to  say  to  the  general  that  the  expedition  has 
been  a  failure. 
We  opened  the  attack  at  daylight  u.i-  morning  according  to  inatnic- 

tions,  the    Mnrbl.li- a<l  alone    being    in    Stono.      The  vessel   w:i-    ue\er 

touched  by  the  artillery.    The  /  ind  a  mortar  boat  soon  name 

up   the  Kiawah,  thinking  our  lower  batteries,  and  we  impelled 

to  withdraw,  with  the  following  casualties  in  the  artillery,  as  reported 
by  Colonel  Kemper:  1  man  killed  and  r>  severely  wounded  and  Captain 
[Benjamin  C.  |  Webb  slightly,  B  artillery  horses  killed,  and  i  amhn- 
Eance  mule  from  the  Twenty  sixth  Kegiment.    There  were  ao  casual* 

ties  in  the  infantry. 

Ver .  I  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

p.  a  i'aoe, 

Co!  i /tiling. 

Captain  J.  II.  PeABGB, 

'  Ailj'i'iint-OeneraL 


Report  of  Brigadier-Qenoral  Wise,  C  S.  Army,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  attack. 

BfiQBft  tin  Military  Dist.,  Dkpt.  Of  S.  C.,  Ga..  AND  Fi.a., 

l>;>  :,;.''•/-    .'■',    /SOJ G.'J'l  J-. 

<  i  kr  hi.  \ i.:  Every  preparation  was  duly  made  against  Legare'viHe  and 

me  gunboats.      The  Latteries  were,  completed  and  everything  read\  and 

in  position  by  daylight,  and  our  fire  opened  at  the  appointed  time  ujk>u 

the  MurhUht'i'l.  about  30o  \ards  from  the  wharf  of  the.  village  landing. 
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The  enemy's  force  on  tan  \\  not  in  the  villas  n  n 

little  island,  with  t  narrow  defile  leading  to  it.  ber« 

mined  to  attack  with  a  1 1  *»  1  <  1  battery  and  the  infantry,  but   to 
wail  d  &     i  hi  siege  guns  bo  drive  !!:•■  gunboat  from  tin-  wharf, 
did  not  open  for  twenty  minutes  after  our  fire  commenced.    Our  fire 
kept  op  for  about  an  hour  at  1,000  yards  distance  without  making 
tin-  lm  i  don,  or.  aa  Colonel   rage  tbinh  hitting  her 

at  all. 

In  tin'  meantime   tin'  and  a  mortar  boat  ran  up  tii' 

and  opened  fire  on  Sank  and  rear  <>(  oni  lowei  batteries,  killing  l  ; 
rate,  severely  wounding  B  others  <-  supposed  mortaUj  I,  and  killing 
horses.     Colonel  ostantly  with  I  imck,  the  infant  r\ 

id  tin-  urtillrrv  to  Walpole's, 
On  hearing  the  heavy  firing  this  morning,  I  hastened  in  pi  the 

ground  and  niet  Colonel  F  the  latter  place.     Learnin  >\'- 

from  him,  and  that  9  howitzer.-,  (heavy)  and  the  laxly  of  the  1  prr 
were  left  on  the  ground,  I  approved  of  Colonel  Page't  >  I »  fore 

ched  him  to  remain  until  to  morrow,  ami  I  ordered  him  to  regain. 
If  possible,  to-night  the  guns  and  the  dead.     He  In  mge 

until  Sunday  next,  the  -7th.     His  official  report  will  he  made  as  soon 

^H8  the  exposition  is  ended,     [re  re. 

I  am.  general,  your  obedient  servant. 
Henri  A.  Wisk, 
Brigadu  r-  0*  n  mdmg. 

General  <i.  T.  H  .w>, 

. 
|Ti'li>'rnm.] 
I     |     I  BUD8XV  >\.   S     <    . 
r  Bo*,  1863— U: 
edition  to  destroy  two  gunboats  in  the  S  esterdav 

through   had  firing  of  out   batteries.      We   had  1  man   killed  und  5 
wounded;  s  ' '  l!i1  ''■     I  vrlil  try  another  plan. 

.  iu>. 
GfoneraJ  8.  Coop 

.  1>/.'  Richmond,  I"/. 


Detailed  report  of  Colonel  Pay©,  C.  S.  Army. 

CBUBOB  Flats.  S.  -.  1863. 

Captain:  Having  already  Informed  '-on  hurriedly  of  the  result  <>f 
the  expedition  toJohu'i  huand,  I  now  respectfully  ^ui>mit  the  foil' 
injj  "Hicial  re 

The  infantry,  ii\  o  companies  of  the  Twenty-sixth  and  live  com) 
of  1 1     I  eia  Volunteers, aggregate  strength 

•ISO,  moved  on  i  d  on  Mo  ii-  21  si   i  I 

j  details  for  work  were  furnished  the  eng    eer  ofl      r   Lieutei 
1'.  (..'.  Johnson,  and  all  the  work  that  could  be  <\<-\u-  without  discos 
ompleted  en  the  nigh  I  of  the  23d  instant 
Lieutenaot-Colooel  Kemper  arrived  with  his  artillery  on  Wednesday 
ling,  the  28d  instant* 
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On  Thursday  night  the  whole  Ed  i  on  the  peninsula 

of  Legare'viHe,   \  1 : •  j « •  i   Jenkins1  ■  bes  to 

that  point. 

The  lower  battery^  on  Lady's  Island  fwhich  ooui4not  be  oonce 

from  the  enemy  dura  as  well  as  ti  ary  leveling  for 

under  the  beag  essfully  completed,  and 

the  guns  and  troopa  all  put  in  position  before  daybreak  on  the  95th, 

in  accordance  «rith  Special  Order,  No.  876,  Department  Headquarters. 

The  Marhldi  >nlj  vessel  lying  in  the  river,  her  position 

being  below  tin-  tillage,  between  it  and  the  middle  battery.     As  soon 
Be  il  is  light  the  two  lower  bat  opened  on  her;  the  upper 

battery  and  I  bi         lighl  batterj  at  the  sunn-  time  opened  on  the  vil- 
l'li.' .'/'/■  got  underway  and  ^  down  the  river, 

but  seeing  the  P  idanotbi  boat  oomlng  w  her  assistance 

returned! 

The  /'/'/•,•,.,  was  booo  In  range  and  took  position  in  Elawah  River, 

ie  lower  and  middle  b  bedge  b  thind  which 

the  Light  artillery   and  infantry   we  ompeJling  the   with- 

i>  in  tbe  middle  and  lower  batteries  with  the  loss  of 

two  8-inefa  howitzers.    The  ciroumstaj 

plec  I  'tod  in  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Kemper,  eommandii 

Supposing  thai  tbt  WarMekead  would  be  immediately  rendered 
incapable  of  assisting  the  troops  in  the  Tillage,  and  knowing  that  the 
enemy's  force  there  consisted  of  about  L60  men  stationed  on  an  island, 
(he  only  approach  to  which  was  over  a  narrow  causeway  of  about  L60 
yards  in  length,  and  wereprotected  from  infantry  fire  by  houses,  my 
intention  was,  as  soon  as  the  gunboat  was  disabled,  to  advance  the  two 
howitzer  pieces  of  Charles'  battery  with  the  infantry,  and  in  that  way 
compel  their  surrender.  For  these  reasons  the  inrantrj  wis  not 
immediately  advi  rid  seeing  that  ^heJiarbUhead  wnanoi  Injured, 

and.  as  far  BS    I   could   judge,  not  struck,  and    tli 

time  enfilading  u-  and  in  position  bocona ate  bar  foree  with  that  of 

either  on  the  vill  ujypoini  between  it  and 

the  hedge,  I  abandoned  the  attack  on  LegareViile,  as  certainly  invohr 
ing  the  (on  of  the  greater  portion  of  my  infant  ry  and  as  attended  with 

hut  a  bare  po.<-iil»i  lit  v  of  mi.-.  this  jmut  uio  I  wan  in  the  act  of 

dispatching  an  Order  to   Lieuti  -riant-Colonel    Kemper  to  withdraw  the 

heavy  artillery  when  I  received  tbe  announcement,  through  s  courier 
from  him,  that  he  wns  retiring.     I  immediately  ordered  ofl  the  light 
battery.and,  Following  with  the  infantry,  halted  at  Roper's,  near  AJ 
pooHc  Bridge.     Il< n  informed  03  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kemper 

that  he  had  Eh  an  compelled  to  leavaal  the  batteries  two  8-in  eh  howitsereu 
I  Lientenant-t  SoloBel  J.  ( '.  ( krancill,Twentiy-abcth  Regimenl 
\  i  1  «_•  i  1 1  i ;  1  Volunteers,  to  remain  at  Roper's  and  at  nightto  make  an  effort 
to  recover  then  bis  porpose  BOO  infantry,  two  field  pice.--,  and 

Major  Jenkins' cavalry  was  the  foree  assigned.    The  re-d  of  the  infan- 
try moved     Up    to     Walpole'-.     wheiv    tli.-y     Wl 

encamped  for  the  ni^lit.     Duj  ived  intelligence 

through  Major  Jenkins  that  the  enemy  bad  landed  1  force  it  Legare'- 
ville  rancing  up  the  peninsula.    They  continue  .  wro 

until  they  covered  the  approach  from  Roper's  to  die  batteries.     Hav- 
ing- no  approximate  knowledge  of  their  strength*  and  knowing  that 
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several  vessels  had  come  up  i  o,  the  evident  of  an  ami 

cade  Induoed  me  to  countermand  the  order  to  L/ieutenamVCoIi 
CounoOJ  and  to  order  him  to  join  the  main  I  rly  this  morning. 

having  been  effected,  1  returned  with  the  infantry  and  artillery 
to  the  main,  and  pursuant  bo  the  provisions  of  Special  « Jrder  No. 
Department  Eeadqunrtera,  ordered  fcl  orpsoompoei 

detachment  bach  to  the  positions  from  which  they 
island.     In  the  action  on  the  25th  instant  we  lost,  besides  the  two 
.S-inch   howitzers,    I    man   killed.    11    wounded  (2   mortally),    18   ho: 
killed  and  disabled,  belonging  to  the  artillery,  and  1  ambulance  mole 

killed. 

The  enemy,  so   far  as   I   can  ascertain,  sustained    no   loss  or   injury 

whatever,    The  artillery,  except  Charles'  batter  badly;  i; 

then  n  to  believe,  was.  in  a  measure  at  lea  to  the  * 

ior  quality  of  the  ammunition  and  want  of  practice  in  nrin 
I  take,  pleasure  in  u  I  ;ing  the  energy  and  skill  exhibited  by 

Lieutenant  P,  ( .'.  Johnson,  of  the  Engineers,  in  the  construction  and 
concealment  of  the  batteries. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  R,  Vack, 
i  oloru  ',  Oo\  on. 

Captain  .Tamks  11.  Prarce. 

Ateixtnnt  Acftutant  '">■ 


Report  of  Major  Jenkini,  C  8.  Army,  commanding  on  John't  ItUnd. 

John's  Im.anh.  3d  Sub-District,  /•  66*,  186$. 

<  Captain :  After  the  unsuccessful  attack  on  gun  rbU ihoad (par- 

ticulars of  which  you  have  doubtless  received  from  officers  in  elm 
of  expedition),  the  enaarj  land*  d,  from  b  ,  irt,  troops  .-it  Legare' 

villeat  liia.  in.  yesterday.  At  :i  p.  m.  they  advanced  their  pick* 
(aboui  800),  fire!  furiously  shelling  the  field  and  woods  in  front  of 
them,  which,  indeed)  they  had  Ween  all  the  day  doing.  They  estab- 
lished their  line  on  tin  second  embankment  from  the  village  on  the 
LegareVille  peninsula,  and  between  US' and  our  batteries,  which  they 
occupied.     Gael  niffhl  at  1^  o'clock  I  advanced  cavalry  fo 

tain  the.  then    posititin  of   the  enemy,  and    found    he  had    withdrawn  to 

embankment  nearest  pillage,  the  hedge  near  which  infantry  was  posted, 
and  from  which  Charles'  battery  in  morning  had  shelled  LegareVille 

and  Brown's  Island,  connected  by  eauseway  with  village.  1  then  had 
batteries  scouted  and  found  that  the  two  8-im  h  howitzers  which 
had  been  left  (for  want  of  horses  to  bring  them  off  when  Colonel 
Kemper  succeeded  in  retiring  his  other  guns,  under  a  terrible  tire, 
whicn  had  killed  several  of  hi  id  been  dismounted,  carriages 

overturned,  and    the    wheels    taken    oil.       I    do   not.  know    whether   the 

gnu  were  spiked,  as  the  vent  was  down,  and  we  could  not  move  them 

in  the  bright  moonlight  and  stillness  of  the  night  without  risk  of 
attracting  attention  of  the  gunboats  Pbumm.  M  .  and  three 

■cfaOC  liieh   lay    immediately  in    front   of  the   batteries.       It    hid 

bean  proposed  during  the  day  to  recover  them  :it  night,  hut  the  inter* 
position  of  the  encinv  was  supposed  to  be  with  a  view  to  carry  them 
otl  and  was  abandoned  as  impracticable.    An  effort  will  be  made  to  bring 
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them-otf  the  first  Favorable  night,  to  Bave  the  point  of  honor,  if  <»f  little 
nine  themselves.  I  bad  the  satisfaction  of  bringing  off  the  body  of  young 
I  William  J.  1  Johnson,  of  Horry  battery,  whowaa  tilled  and  left 

mhkI  gave  him  burial  within  our  picket  lin  I  also  stripped 
three  dead  artillery  horses  of  their  barnessand  brought  it  off,  and  also 
about  900  shovels.  Lieutenant  1'.  0.  Johnson,  engineer,  being  present. 
The  schooner  to<dav  is  directly  in  front  of  Lady's  Island;  the 
is  off  Alligator  Creek,  with  tin*  UfarM-rfmul .  There  was  a  large  Are 
in  the  \  fllage. 

Respectfully, 

.John  JlUUMB, 
Major,  Command  hut,  tUk 
•  'aptain  Jamks  11.  I'kauck. 

AMitt'int  A>Iju(nnt  -  General. 

At  12  o'clock  to-day  B  river  steamer  runi'-  up  :i>  fai  as  Brown's 
Bridge  without  troops,  remained  half  an  hoar,  and  then  returned. 
The  gun  -till  tying  In  the  Bams  position. 


DcUiled  report  of  Lieatftuant-Colonal  Kcmpur,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  artillery. 

Adams  IU  n.  Daoemfar  BR,  t$63. 
Sir:  Daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  Bfith  instant  found  the  several 
batteries  under  my  command  disposed  in  exact  accordance  with  Spec- 
iul  Orders,  No.  876  from  department  headquarters.  At  0:10  I  opened 
on  the  steamer  lying  in  front  of  Ix-gareville  (supposed  to  be  the  J/arW  - 
f»ai?)  from  the  middle  battery,  the  steamer  being  distant  about  1,500 
yards,  and  was  promptly  followed  by  the  fire  of  the  lower  battery , 
directed  at  the  same  object,  and  of  the  upper  battery  and  Charles' 
batten  directed  upon  toe  village.  In  five  minutes  the  Marbleht-ail 
started  downstream,  firing  as  she  went,  and  stopped  in  front  of  the 
middle  battery.    She  remained  In  this  position  about  fifteen  minute.-. 

ondinff  with  rigor  and  acouraci  to  our  tire,  when  she  concluded  to 
continue  Eer  downward  course.  She  was  hardly  underway  when  a 
large  war  steamer  (supposed  to  be  the  Altmes)  came  in  Bight,  coming 
toner  assistance.    The lattei  it  tired  from  her  bow  gun  (100- 

pounder  Parrott)  when  bed  the  month  of  Kiawuh  River,  and 

proceeding  up  that  river  gave  bs  the  benefit  of  her  broadsidea,  while 

moveu  to  a  position  enfilading  both  the  middle  and  lower  batteries, 
in-  remained  behind  a  small  island  until  after  our  tire  had 

''d.  firing  heavily  and  rapidly.     The  Mafbhluod  in  the  mean! 

returned  t<>  her  position  in  front  of  the  middle  battery,  and  there 

remained.      A  small  sailing  vessel  about  this  time   moved   up   beyond 

the  l\urin'c  and  opened  are  from  mortars,  and  great  activity  was 
risible  among  the  whole  fleet  In  Stono  Inlet.    The  distance  of  the 

I'<nri>,.  being  too  great  for  our  guns  (not   less  than    1$   miles),  and 
our  tire  on  the  Afarblehaad being  apparently  Ineffectual,  1  concluded 
alrout  7  o'clock  to  withdraw.     As  far  as  the  two  HO-poundcr  Parrottfl 
were  concerned  this  was  easily  effected,  with  the  loss  of  only  4  hoi 
but  the  two  8-in<  b  si  users  of  the  middle  battery  wei*c  reduced 

to  r.  horses.  I  was  compelled,  therefore,  to  leave  one  behind,  order- 
ing a  team  to  be  tack  for  it  from  the  Parrott  guns  (Webb's 
battery)  as  soon  as  they  had  been  removed  to  a  point  of  comparative 
safety  from  the  enemy's  fire.     In  the  meantime,  on  going  to  the  lower 
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"T,  (onder  Captain  Scbolz's command),  1  ascertained 
been  unable  u>  withdraw  the  8-inch  siege  howitzer  assigned  to  thai 
battery,  bi  reason  of  the  damagee  (irreparable]  to  the  harness.    On 
;  toe  road  to  Leipu'evilla,  whence  I  designed  to  return  for  the 
two  howitaers,  1  learned  by  courier  that  the  infant  r  retiring 

onder  cover  of  the  tree*  on  the  northers  edge  of  the  peninau 

LegareVille,  Charles1  battery  having  been  aires  [j  «  i th< 

Colonel  Page.     1  then  requested  Bdajor  Jenkins  t"  send  n  id  of 

his  cavalry  to  accompany  the  pari  i  for  the  bowit&era,  but  I  was 

induced  by  his  advice  to  await  nightfall  for  the  oj 
ten  en1  on  to  their  bivouac  of  the  previous  i 

WaSpole's,  \\  miles  from  Legareville}.  At  •'•  j>.  m.,  I  took  :i  Boction  of 
the  uarion  Artillery  (two  La-pounder  Napoleons)  and  went  to  RoperS) 
oear  Aberpoolie  Bridge,  where  I  mel  Major  Jenkins  will  dry 

and  900  men  of  the  infantry,  who  had  remained  there  by  Colonel 
Page's  order,  to  assist  me  Is  recovering  the  two  howitaers.  When  I 
reached  there  I  learned  bom  Major  Jenkins  thai  the  enemy  had 
already  advanced  from  the  village  and  driven  his  pickets  back  beyi 
the  roads  leading  to  the  two  batteries,  and  probably  occupied  them  in 
force.  1  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  recover 
the  two  howitaers.  'I  be  want  of  success  of  the  artillery  on  this  expe- 
dition is  due  to  the  following  causes:  The  distance  of  the  %ead 
from  Our  batteries  was  too  great  to  render  her  prompt  destruction 
possible,  and  the  entire  want  of  previous  practice  by  the  artillerists 
manning  the  BO-pounder  Parrotte  (they  having  never  before  fired 
them),  rendered  their  fire  somewhat  ineffectual.  The  8-inch  howitzi 
might  do  good  service  at  short  range,  but  for  any  distance  greater 
than  1,(m  i  regard  them  as  utterly  worthless.  Many  of  the 
fu^es  eiploded  prematurely,  and  about  half  of  the  f  notion  pri  mere  failed. 
1  regard  as  h  some  degree  to  the  ill  success  of  this 
expedition  the  loss  oi"  the  diversion  in  favor  of  the  two  lo^  ries 
expected  from  the  upper  battery  and  thai  of  Captain  Charles;  by 
reason  of  the  necessity  they  were  under  of  accommodating  tie  ir 
operations  to  the  movements  of  the  Infantry. 

I  can  not  close  this  report    wttboul  expressing  My  high  sense  of  the 
distinguished   Coolness  and   gallantry  displayed  by  all   the  otlicers  of 

my  command;  and  the  steadfnessand  enthusiasm  of  the  men,  with  but 
very  rare  exceptions,  were  most  noteworthy.   Where  all  did  their  duty 

it  would  be  unfair  to  discriminate:  but  I  desire  to  place  on  record  my 
admiration  of  the  heroic  manner  in  which  Private  William  Ilcyward 
Aneruui,  of  Wehb's  battery,  met  his  death.  1  must  also  thank  L& 
tenant  McKee,  my  adjutant,  and  Privates  Sams,  Miller,  and  Fripp,  of 
.Major  .Jenkins'  cavalry,  who  acted  as  couriers  for  me.  for  the  satisfac- 
tory manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties. 

Accompanying  this  rej-ort  are:  l-'irst.  a  paper  marked  '"A,"  showing 
the  effective  strength  of  the  artillery  on  the  morning  of  the  engaj 
ment:  and,  second,  i  paper  marked  •■  1>."  a  list  of  casualties,  showing  1 
killed,  'J  mortallv  wounded  (since  dead),  and  '.»  wounded.  These  casu- 
alties occurred,  it  will  be  seen,  in  Webb's,  Smith's,  and  Charles'  hat- 
. 
Very  respectfully',  your  obedient  servant, 

Dki.  Kkmi'kk, 

Lieutenant  Fleet, 

Assistant  Adjut<; 
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[Enclosure  A.] 

Effective  strength  of  artillery  forces  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Del  Kemper 
engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  gunboats  in  the  Slono  River,  near  Legarhille,  on  December 
t5,  1863. 

John's  Island,  December  26, 1863. 


For  duty. 


Cwnpmiifs. 


Company  A,  niegc  train  . 
Company  B.  niegc  (rain  , 

CbarW  battery 

Sohulx's  buttery 

Section  Marion  Artillery 


Toul . 


1 

- 

a 


17 


■:-: 


2 


._»,-. 


12 


m 


Del  Kemper, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Artillery. 
W.  B.  McKee, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

Ia)S8  in  guns,  horses,  harness,  etc. ,  in  same  engagement. 

Company  A,  siege  train,  4  horses  killed  and  disabled. 

Company  B,  siege  train,  8  horses  killed  and  disabled — doubtful. 

Company  A,  siege  train,  1  ammunition  chest  left  on  field. 

Companies  A  and  B,  5  sets  harness  left  on  field. 

Company  B,  two  8-inch  howitzers  left  on  field. 

Charles'  battery,  1  horse  disabled. 

Schulz's  battery,  1  gun  limber  pole  shot  away. 

W.  B.  McKee, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

[Enclosure  B.] 

List  of  casualties  in  engagement  on  the  Stono  River  with  U.  S.  gunboats  Marblehead  and 
Pawnee,  and  mortar  schoomr  C.  P.  Williams,  on  the  morning  of  December  25,  1868. 

Company  A,  siege  train,  Captain  B.  C.  Webb,  commanding. 

Wounded. — Captain  B.  C.  Webb,  slightly  stunned  by  concussion  of 
shell;  Corporal  M.  A.  Bland,  slightly  stunned  by  shell;  Private  W. 
Hej'ward  Ancrum,  mortally;  right  leg  shot  off;  since  dead;  Private 
James  W.  Zorn,  slightly  wounded  in  arm  by  shell. 

Company  B,  giege  train,  Lieutenant  R[alph]  Nesbit,  commanding. 

Killed.—  Private  W.  F.  Johnson. 

Woundid. — Coqioral  A.  T.  Johnson;  Private  G.  M.  Rabon,  slightly 
contused  by  shell;  Private  J.  P.  Allen,  slightly  stunned  by  9hell;  Pri- 
vate Daniel  Vereen,  slightly  stunned  by  shell. 

Inglis  Light  Artillery,  Captain  W.  E.  Charles,  commanding. 

Wounded. — Private  H.  G.  Ruthven,  mortally;  since  dead;  Private 
P.  G.  W.  McNeese,  severely  in  arm  by  shell;  Private  G.  W.  Win- 
bourne,  slightly  in  arm. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Heibit,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Company  B.  liege  train. 

.MlM'H]t'>    BLUFF,  •' 

Captain:  The  Morh},h,nd,  when  we  first commenced  firing  on  her, 
I  think  was  about  L.60Q  yards;  a-  she  passed  down  the  ri>.  oame 

Dearer,  and  at  one  tame  wasaboul  1,000 yards  distant.     I  fired  8-seo 
Bichmood  fuzes  al  first,  afterwards  5-second  fuzes.     I  fired  84  shell 
and  Bpherioal  case,  if>  from  one  howitzer  and   19  from  the  other.     I 
think  I  struck  tin;  boat  several  times  with  fragments  <>f  shell  and 
spherical  case,  and  once,  possibh  more,  with  u  spherical  < ;»  ■■•. 
\  erj  respectfully, 

H.  Nkmut, 
Lieutenant^  g  Company  /»',  •* 

Captain  R  C.  WkbB. 


Additional  report  of  Colonel  Page,  C.  8.  Army,  remarking  on  point*  of  difference  in  the 
roporU  of  Lieutonant-Coloucl  Kemper.  C.  8.  Army,  and  himself  regarding  time  and 
distance*. 

Adams  Run,  S.  C,  Dec  .  jsg3. 

Captain:  Not  ooncorring  with  Colonel  Kemper  entirely  in  his  rej 
in  regard  to  time,  distances,  and  other  inferences  that  might  Ik;  di 
from  it,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  the  following  remarks  thereon: 

1st.  1  differ  with  him  as  to  the  distance  he  .supposed  the  Marbl 
to  be  from  the  middle  battery.     I  supposed  her  to  be  about  8<fc 
1,000  yards. 

2d.   1  differ  with  him  as  to  the  time  it  took  the  head  to  gel 

underway,     lie  states  five  minutes;  I  think  she  was  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  getting  underway. 

8d.  It  might  be  inferred  from  bis  report  that  !  hattery  was 

ordered  to  withdraw  before  he  moved,  which  is  not  the  case,  as  Cha 
battery  was  not  ordered  to  retire  until  1  received  his  message  that  he. 
Colonel   Kemper,   was  retiring,  although   without    orders    to   do 
Charles'  battery  being  the  la.-i  I  I  ring.     1  think  Colonel  Kem- 

per was  perfectly  right  in  retiring  when  he  did. 

4th.  1  think  Colonel  Ki  inper  in  error  in  attributing  the  ill  success 
of  the  expedition  to  what  he  calls  the  lost  of  the  diversion  in  favor  of 
thetwolowor  batteries  expected  from  the  upper  battel  \  and  that  of 
Captain  Charles,  the  upper  battery  being  the  onl\  one  embarrassed 
by  the  expected  movements  of  the  infantry,  which,  under  exh  I 
cumstances,  would  not  at  any  time  have  drawn  the  fire  of  either  boat 
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Charles'  lottery  and  the  infantry  did  draw  the  tiro  of  the  Md 
from  the  time  the   ''  me  into  the  Kiawah  River,  I 

occasional  shot  from  her.  mul.  a-  before  stated,  was  the  but  to  cease 
tiring. 

I  Sojonel  Eempet  think  thai  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  Siege 

pieces  ma  to  have  been  made  bj  the  field  artillery  and  the  upper  bat- 
tery and  that  mil  was  prevented  bj  the  infantry,  irheraas  the  real 

design   and    expeetat  Ion   \s;i-  that    the  lotteries  would  BO  eripple 

and  i  it  M«»t  destroy,  the  gunboats  as  to  suable  the  infantry  to 

make  an   attack  on  the  enemy  on  the   island   near  the  village.     The 

lower  batteries,  instead  oi  crippling  or  driving  oil  the  MarbUhea&i 
made  no  impression,  or  but  little,  upon  her  at  all. 

was  lying  at  first  in  position  to  cover  the  causeway  from  the 
island  to  the  vifla  oat  from  800  to  500  yards;  in  ten  or  tit' 

minutes  got  underway  and  moved  down  the  river  in  front  oi  the  mid- 
dle battery  and  paused  there  ten  or  fifteen  minutes:  moved  B  short 
down  the  river  and  retort  ad,  and  was  all  the  time  thereafter 
underway  to  take  any  position  so  is  to  rake  the  village,  fcb 

way  from  the  island  to  Hie  Village,  01   the  field  from  the  hedge  to  the 

village. 

The  siege  guns  (,f  the  lower  batfc  riee  were  bo  inefficient  in  their  lire 
as  to  make  an  attack  on  the  village,  island,  and  causeway  a  holly  nnioa* 

tiliahle,  m\d  therefore  I  ordered  a  retreat  after  Colonel    Kemper 
informed  me    that   he  was   retiring.      To   the    ineflieieney  of   his  siege 

pieces  'he  failure  of  the  expedition  is  to  he  attributed.  1  was  Instructed 
that  Colonel  Kemper  wax  to  "command  the  artillery  enraged,  ami 
thus  beable  to  give  his  special  attention  to  that  arm  of  me  service. 
upon  the  handling  and  servieo  of  which  the    i  the  atfair  would 

ledi" 
Neither  my  report  nor  Colonel  Kemper's  states  the  fad  that  the  body 
of  Private  William  J.Johnson,  o  train,  was  left  on  the  Held  at 

or  near  his  battery.  This  was  not  reported  to  me  until  I  rvaehed 
Koper's.  There  Colonel  Kemper  proposed  to  leave  a  force  of  infantry 
to  go  down  and  recover  the  guns  and  the  dead  body.  I  at  fast  dee  lined:, 
king  it  not  prudenl  to  do  so.  but  immediately,  on  reflection,  left 
the  infantry  and  remained  until  the  26th,  with  the  view  of  recovering 
the  guns  and  the  body.  Major  Jenkins  that  night  Boooeeded  in  get- 
ting  the  hod j  and  gave  it  honorable  burial,  as  reported  by  him  verbally 
to  myself  and  in  imtii  ineral  Wise. 

Van  respectfully,  four  obedient  servant, 

P.  K.  PauBj 
Col<-n  i.  ( bmrnoncUng  >  on. 

Captain  .  I  ami  b  1 1    I'kabck, 
Assistant  A- 

:: 


Report  or  Major  Jonkim.  C  8.  Army,  rogirding  the  removal  by  the  enemy  of  the  fuse  on 

John's  Inland. 


BUDQUABTEBfl  Tii!i:i-  ^m-PlSTRICT, 

JbhuCi   Ishnol.    j  S<oi! i>    ('.■■'  '"T  28,  1868* 

Captain:  Ai  9:80  this  morning  the  gunboate  shelled  in  the  neigh* 
borhood  and  in  Front  of  the  batteries  for  half  an  hour,  after  which 
they  lauded  about  200  men  at  the  Lady's  Island  batti  from  a  tlat. 
Joey  came  up  Deep  Creek,  which  touches  the  high  land  immediately  in 
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the  rear  of  the  battery.     The  enemy  had  I  tcera 

to  the  second  the  village  and  be  battel 

There  were  about  200,  irho  appeared  to  be  working  at  the  guns  left 

in  stent,  which.  1  fear,  are  dot*  finally  lost.    Tfo 
arrived  too  late  for  me  to  tttempt  the  o  raoval  last  night,  and 

have  their  gun  near  to  the  batteries  :i-   thej 

whii  up  Kiawnh  River  and  took  a  position  to  com- 

mand nil  approaches  and  to  prevent  anv  advance  on  our  pari 
after  the  shelling  was  over,  wan  relieved  hv  another  armed  vessel  and 
resumed  her  position  near  the  batteries.     It  will  !»<•  impossible,  i 
nil"  ecemj  occupying  the  batteries  in  stronger  force  than  1  ca 
Hpainst  them,  with  their  pickets  also  between  and  covered  by  inten 
Ing  embankmenl  mediatelj  protected  by  four  gunboats),  to  do 

Mint"-  to  recover  the  guns. 
""Throi-  Bteamb  *l    lefl   Legafe*ville  to-day,  but  tin 
bo  thick  it  could  not  be  ascertained  wheti  i  ireretro  ml. 

Twenty  men  landed  on  Beabrook's  Island  from  the  gunboat,  who 
ried  os  lumber  From  their  old  encampment.     They  > 
shore  about  two  horn 

BeapectfuDy,  Jons  J] 

J/ 
in  J.  II.  1'kakoe. 


Oeneral  Beauregard's  endorsement  upon  reports  of  officers  connected  with  the  expedition. 

EfaUDQUABTBBa  I'Ki'AUTMKM    01  S.  C.  Oa.,  AND  Fla., 

CKarUgton,  8.  ('..  December  30,  186 
This  expedition  seems  to  have  been  foiled   from  the   following 

1st.  The  failure  todeatrcn  ox  drive  away  the  due  to 

the  inefficiency  of  tin  artilferj   through  bad  ammunitio  md 

primers,  and  bad  service  of  tk  The  8-inch  howitze  bad 

to  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  EJamp  r,  were  intended  to  be  employed  In 
case  the  enemy's  gunboats  took  position  to  throw  prune  and  to  si 
oiirpunnn-  iiiidd  rihVs.     Moreover,  properly  served,  thej 

,  i\  •■  :ii   1, 000  Yards. 

3d,  'I'll.'  eaptureof  the  enemy's  force  (about    L50  men)  in   Le 
villc  was  not  affected,  it  is  believed,  because  the  upper  and  hedge 
teries  were  not  used  with  energy  and  precision  on  the  village,  only 
about  LO00  yardfi  distant  from  those  batteries. 

8d.  The  Failure  to  re  3-inch  howitzers,  which  were 

in   position,  resulted   from   the  retreat  of  the  command,   with 
unnecessary  haste,  to  rooo  the  scene  of  action.     Had  the  troops 

been  h  ithdrewn  merely  to  the  belter  of  the  woods,  out  of  i  the 

gunboats,  with  pickets  and   ridettes  to  watch  the  movements  of 
enemy  in  Legareville  and  on  the  Stono,  and  with  the  remaining  four- 
teen guns  (two  82-pounder  Parrotts^two  10-pounder  Parrot) 

incii  Blakelys,  twod-indi  bowil        .  two  L2-pounder  Napo* 

Icon-,  and  two  Impounder  howitzer-)  held  in  position  tocommand  the 
middle  and  lower  batteries  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  mvr.-  to  thorn 
at  night,  a   mm.  i.-  detachment  ought  to  have  been  able  to  have  advanced 

ins.     Th    cavalry  guarding  the  approaches  h 
Kiawah  and  North   Edisto  would  have  given  no)  an  approach 

froiJ  rection. 
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4th.  The  withdrawn!  by  Lieutenant  Oolood  Kemwr  of  his  pieces 
from  the  middle  Rod  lower  batteries  at  the  time  !>  isaptntw 

5th.  The  enfilading  position  taken  by  the  Pawnee  in  the  Kiawah 
1  to  by  Colonel  mould  have  had  little  effect  on  the 

expedition,  ft>r  thai  steamer coald  not  thus  snproaofc  within  nearer 
than  about  2  miles  (see  report),  with  tin-  view  more  or 

lest  obstnxcted  by  intermemate  trees,  nance  its  fire  most  have  been 
move  noisy  than  d  us.     M  tin-  enemy's  Infantry  could  have  with- 

stood B  pieces  in  the  upper  and  hed^e  t»utti -r'n-..  prop  1 1  d  at 

about  L,000  stkras  ought  not  to  nave  bees  influenced 

at  9  miles  distance  by  the  fire  of  I 

Without  more  tenacity  of  purpose  and  l<  ton  on  the  part  of  those 
entrusted  with  such  expeditions,  failure  or  discomfiture  will  be  the 
invariable  issue. 

Respeotfulij  submitted 

(i.  T.  Rkaukkoard, 

pT*  HJilin.it   <! 

12. \  FLA  rillLAl'KI.I-IIIA, 

Sik:  In  order  (hat  the  meu  whose  terms  bad  expired  might  not  Im- 
detained  unusually  Long,  I  directed  permission  to  I  for  the 

return  of  those  who  v.. -re  entitled  to  discharge  previous  to!  December  1, 
which  resulted  in  the  return  of  289  men  by  the   )/•■  v.  and, 

with  4"  Invalids,  made  a  total  loss  of  'i~'±  men. 

Previous  to  this  there  in  numbers.     I  am  not  able 

just  now  to  state  what  thi>  is  pre  baa  not  been  time  to 

obtain  the  information  since  the  recent  discharges  and  partial  ti 
rendered  necessary  thereby,  but  it  is  considerable,  and,  exiolnaive  of 
the  Wabash,   l  i  Joawf,  may  1m.>  saft'ly  er- tiii  not  ien 

than  900  men. 

More  than   LOO  men  will  be  entitled  to  discharge  on  January  1.  the 
is  by  February  I,  and  the  j   March  I. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  mischances  from  such  considerable 
den  I  won)  I  requi  erf  thai  800  men  be  sent  out  now  (of  whom 

at  least  50  should  be  seamen),  LOO  men  on  tin  1st  February,  and  LOO 
men  on  Um  1st  March. 

Any  r  m  the  procurement  of  contrabands  is  out  of  the  qnes 

tion:  a  few  eome  in    from   time  to  time,  but   too   fen    for  any  practical 

purp 

I  i>ew  Leave  si  ill  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  insuf- 

:it  number  of  vessels.     Jt  i-  with  difficulty  thai  the  block] 
properly  maintained,  and  when  the  rebels  break  out  anywhere,  and  a 
reinforcement  i-  needed,  it  can  not  be  mppHed  as  it  Bhould  he. 

11  have  the  honor  to  be,  totj  respeot^uly,  bedient  servant, 

\.  Dahlgbbn, 
9auih  Atlantir  Blockade 
Hoi 


•  Ion.   GlDBON    WELLES, 

\ry  of 'the  j\n>-ij,  Washington^  !>.  ('. 
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Report  "/  i ' '  ton,  / .  S.  Navy,  " 

Mahaska,  rv  yard 

['.  S.  S.  Mahaska. 
Wtnyah  Bay,  ." 


e  the  honor  to 


of  thi 


of 


admiral:  i  nave  tin'  nonor  to  report  tin'  lassoi  one 
this  \  easel,  Joseph  Bradleg .  landsman,  by  drowning.     In  coming  all 
side  of  the  vessel,  the  current  and  wind  being  very  strong,  toe  boat 
l»emine  tilled  with  water,  and  in  tin-  eon  fusion  drifted  awaj  from  the 
vessel.    Assistance  was  immediately  sent,  and  out  of  the  nil 
wen?  s:iv  .ii. 

1  herewith  <  oal  report,  being  anxious  to  have  a  supply. 

■al  we  obtained  las!  at  Port  nova]  is  very  bad    ;■  great  deal  of 

dirt  mixed  with  it    bo  thai  I  fear  ire  have  but  a  very  short  allowance 

on  band,  and  would  like  a  ooal  schooner  senl  u  soon  as  possible*    I 

would  request  mat   the  supply  vassal  Massachusetts  might  touch  off 

rmorly,  aa  ti  would  give  us  tbe  Bame  opportunity 
communicating  with  you  and  getting  ate.,  as  the  other  stations 

have. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Br.AM  i si   Ckbiohti 

f  01 

Rear-Admiral  -i.  a    I  '.mimikkn, 

f/  Atlantic  IVkd'j.  Sg  qff  Marru  ■ 


Order  of  th*  yoftht  J9aoytoBmr-A'!<i>ir'ol-  Dohlgren,  f.  S. 

V  mentsofoffk 

Navy    I'i  immmim,  December 29,  1863. 
Sir:  The  changes  which  you  have  made  in  the  commanding offieen 
of  th  Is,  etc.,  in  die  squadron  under  your  command  are  approved 

by  the  1  department. 

Orders  were  issued  on  the  38th  instant  detaching  Commander  8po 
from  the  SoutA  Carolina.    These  you  will   retain  until  such  time  as 
th«-  service  of  Captain  Spotts  can  bi  dispensed  with. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gidboh  Wku.ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Bear-Admual  J.  A.  Dahlobbn, 

Sauadron,  off  i  or*,  8,  ( '. 


Report  <[/'  i  v//,  /'.  S.   X'ti'i/.  regarding 

harbor  i 

l*.  S.  Momioi:  Naiiant. 
tf  Morris  Island,  December  £9,  X86S. 
Sik:  On  December  19  I  noticed  a  large  quantity  of  timber  drifting 
down  channel  between  this  vessel  and  tine  bar;  went  in  a  boat  to  exam- 
ine dt;  found  it  to  bee  portion  of  the  harbor  obstructions,  consisting 
of  sections  of  hewn  timber  1")  inches  square,  L8  in  a  section,  8  on  top. 
0  deep,  held  togetbei  bj  an  iron  hand  at  each  end  1^  inch  and 

one-quarter  of  an  inch  thick;  an  interval  between  the  .sections  of  18 
inches. 
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There  were  l>ij  sections!  united  by  two  nflroad  boa  on  each,  linked 
together.     I  aeod  ■  model  i  Mr.  Sofield,  pilot,  who  bad  bo 

opportunity  of  seeing  boom  thai  had  drifted  to  the  l>each  on  Moni 
island. 

Tin-  «l;i>  I  examined  them  tine  weather  wu  too  tough  to  obtain  a 
mt\  accurate  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  bars  were  put 

ether.    The  mass  of  timber  wi  sal  thai  two  tugs  wen 

to  i«.w  it  !.,  :i  safe  place  where  it  could  be  secured. 

It  drifted  into  the  breaker*  off  Folly  island  and  bloke  up.  and  I  :im 

told  by  some  army  officers  much  of  it  remains  then-  yet,  and  that  i 
intend  securing  it  as  soon  as  possible  for  firewood. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jxo.  A.  CoR*wr.i.r., 

Re-ir-Admiral  J.  A.  DabXORBR, 

'  o  •i(U  Atlantic  Blockading  8guadron. 


Report  rtf  I  \ander  David,  f*.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the 

oornbardm  mimming',o  Pointhy  Confederate  ba\  '>'i- 

ielande. 

Court  Book,  r.  s.  Ship  Softly, 
mi:-  I  have  the  honor  t"  report  that  while  on  the  advanced  p 
in  the  Montavk  last  night  t;  opened  fire  on  Cttmmiug'B  Point 

with  mortars  and  rifle  guna  from  Sullivan's  andJamed  Island  batteriee 
at  a  Lock.     Tin'  (i riiiy  from  Sullivan's  Island  commenced 

with  a  volley  of  at  leasl  eight  mortar.-.    The  enemy  continued  their 

fire  until  about    L0:30.      At   intervals  during  tin-   night  rocket.*  S 
sanl  up  from  Moultrie. 
Ai2:80  our  bat  I  firing  rifle  guns;  fifteen  proieo- 

•.\<i    thought  to  have  been  tired  at  the  city,  slao  ;>  imall  number 
in  reply  '  Island. 

No  movement  of  tie-  enemy  v  »vered  afloat. 

I  would  respectfully  state  the  reason  why  I  have  made  no  nickel 
report  lately  i-  owing  to  tin-  duties  as  a  member  of  this  court  during: 
i  weather,  and  in  rough  weather  the  lower  anchorage  is  enjoined 
upon  the  monitor  commanders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Uavis. 
Li.  >>(■  rutni  (  "f<r. 

Rear- Ad  mini  I  .1     \    I>aiiu:kkn.  I*    S   Navy. 

llUtCKodrng  Squadron. 


Report  "f  Rear-Admiral  DahHoron,  U,  8.   Navy,  rtoom  .  <m 

vno\  ■''"!!  under  hit  eoi 

No.  :-'A'J.]  Ki.ui-Stkamkr  Pmiladklpmia, 

OffMorru  Inland,   !>■.,.■><■  >.!H.   l«r,.;. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  report  from  Commander  Reynolds,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  the  Department  the  frequency  and 
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•nt  of  damages  done  to  tugs   In   the  course  of  -service.      No  dou lit 

much  of  this  i-  owing  to  cai  d  the  |wrt  of 

their  masters,  bnl  the]  a  "e  sot  always  to  blame. 

The  general  result  of  booj  the  squadron. 

I  i  an  raggest  no  cheaper  or  mor.  el  assistanee  to  operation- 

here  than  i  considerable  increase  n  the  number  of  tags,  Bay  ten  or 
fifteen.  A  large  proportion  should  be  propellers,  as  they  are  better 
boats  generally  and  not  Hable  t<»  be  damaged  by  going  alongside 
i  vessels.  \  Pew  side-wheel  tugs,  however,  are  very  important, 
because  their  draft  of  water  Lb  i  --  than  that  of  propellers.  They  should 
not,  exceed  6  feet,  and  one  or  two  with  a  draft  of  8  feel  or  84  would  in* 
invaluable  at  this  place,  because  it  would  give  me  a  facility  for  ready 
communication  serosa  the  bar  of  this  inlet  which  1  have  not  now. 

There  hi  not  the  slightest  neeeasitg  of  much  risk  in  sending  vessel* 
of  thi>  bIzs  from  a  Northern  port  at  this  season  of  the  year,  BS  it  Ib 
always  possible  ti  rtsi&oi  then  or  the  period  d  to 

run  from  point  to  point,  along  the  'oust,  mak  .   be 

necessary  for  shelter  from  bad  weather. 

1  have  the  honor  to  lie.  \  ei  \  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.    A.    I  >AHl.»'.KK\. 

/*'-  ./.•- .  i ./--.-  .'/■//,  Cbmdg.  South  Atlani  tytaaron* 

Hon.  Oidsod  Welles, 

Secretary  of 'tl»  .\  ■;<■,<.   Wathmgloi^  I).  V. 

I  KiidomiK.] 

t  .  S.  Sun-  Vbbmout, 
r..,i  Royal  Barter,  8.  <'..  December  85,  1863. 
Bra:  The  Oleander  arrived  on  Monday  in  such  a  damaged  condition 
that  it.  will  require  fcWO  week.-,  il  nol  more,  to  repair  Ii«t. 

The  tug  (.'••! a ii Jriv,  in  poshin  a  the  beach  this  morn- 

ing, got  foul  of  her  anchor  and  damaged  her  v,  heelhouse  considerably. 
A  few  mornings  aince  the  Larkspur,  in  endeavoring  to  shift  the 
berth  of  the  Bougliton,  ran  into  her,  cutting  tin-  plank-sheer  and  nine 
of  the  outside  planks,  staving  three  timbers  and  inside  planking  of  the 
whton. 

i  he  damages  to  her  will  be  repaired  as  -our  ba  practicable. 
Very  i-'-p  ■■■>  tfuBy,  your  obedient  servant. 

wv.  REYNOLDS, 
r  Pr<* 

Bear-Admiral  Jobs  a    Dahlqben. 

(  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron, 


Report  tf  Rmr- Ail ut It-al   X>uhl<;r,u.  f.   S.   Navy,  regarding 
No.  351.]  Vi.m; -Stkamki:   PHILADELPHIA, 

Of  Mot 

.  The  order  of  the  Department  directing  me  u  to  convene  a  court 
of  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the  facts  relating  to  the 
-inking of  the  Weenam  ■■'  baa  been  reoerved 
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lii>mc<li:ti«!v  after  (he  disaster  mi  trdered    The  commanders 

of  the  three  monitors  were  selected   for  Hi"  purpose  (Lieutenant 
•  It  is  Simpson,  Davis,  and  Cornwell),  as  Setter  qualified  to 
judge  by  their  experience  in  this  class  of  vessel 

A  succession o!  -(•  ither  has  interfered  with  their  proceed- 

ings and  required  their  personal  attention  to  their  own  reseels,  but  I 
hope  it.  will  be  soon  completed  and  forwarded  for  your  information. 

The  final  repair  of  the  monitors  -till  lingers.    The  Pataptco  and 

\gh  are  :it   Port  Royal.     When  completed  one  will  relieve  the 

I  /  and  the  other  will  come  this  way.     When  I  look  Uu-k  ut 

my  own  anticipations  In  regard  to  the  readiness  of  these  reesek.  1 

con!''--  1  am  almost  in  despair.    All  that  I  could  do  to  hasten  the 

repair  I  have  dene,  and  it  may  be  all  baa  been  done. 

However,  one  thing  Is  certain:  When  the  other  monitors  are  called 
on  for  sei  '•  Ice,  no  one  of  these  shall  i»e  out  of  line. 

The  boilers  now  begin  t<>  be  troublesome,  and  I  nave  just  called  the 
"Montauk  down  to  drau  her  fires  and  paten  bee  np,  leaving  only  tho 
monitors  above  to  do  duty.    The  sir  pump  was  also  disabled  I 
morning  by  the  negligence  of  an  ei 

There  is  alm<  much  dependent  on  the.  monitors  now  here. 

There  is  not  the  least  allowanc  ■'••  for  accidents. 

Mv  notice  has  just  been  called  to  a  passage  in  the  correspondence 
of  the  Tribune  of  tin-  nth  December,  dated  "Headquarters  Depart* 
r  of  the  Sooth,  December  '>."  which  attributes  tne  delay  hereto 
•■  Instructions  from  Washings 

I  have  only  to  say  thai  no  person  has  ever  beard  toe  Bay  anything 
ot  the  kind,  nor  even  allude  to  the  views  of  the  Department.  The 
two  special  documents  from  the  Department  have  nol  left  my  own 
custody,  nor  have  thej  been  seen  even  bj  m>  secretary,  nor  by  any- 
one except  the  commanding  officers  whom  I  convened  to  obtain  their 
ions,  as  directed  by  the  Department. and  by  General  Gfflmore,  to 
department  directed  them  to  i"1  shown,  and  1  feel  sure  thai 
nothing  ever  would  transpire  from  them. 

It  i-  another  evidence  of  the  unscrupulous  propensity  with  which 
some  writers  are  oppressed  to  make  news  if  they  can  not  collect  it. 

The  Infamous  abuse  which  these  gentlemen  have  lavished  on  na-  for 
some  months  past  very  naturally  precludes  the  possibility  of  toy  hav- 
ing intercourse  with  them. 

The  quantities  of  obstructions  which  were  Washed  down  by  the 
freshet  prove  to  be  very  considerable.  I  saw  yesterday  q  string  of 
railroad  ban  ;  long,  each)  being  drawn  from  the  water,  linked 

together,  the  woodwork  gone,  and  have  been  bold  thai  88  of  them 

have  been  beached,  which  WOUld  have  extended  l';<<>  yards. 

The  rebels  are  busy  at  work  on  a  new  ironclad,  and  it  i-<  rep 
to  }>e  nearly  plan 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  v\  ,    on   obedient  servant, 

J  no.  A.  Dabxorjen, 
Rear- Ail  mi  ml.  Cbmdo,  South  Aifant 

Hon.  (i[M>'\    V 

8#m  'arij  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Owkrof  It'-'ir   A'li.iinil    1  ><<hl<;i:  ny    l\    S 

<.    \  1 1  y    f\  garding  ■'     s.   ST.    \i 

Yx.w.  Si  i:\mii;    I'mi  \i.i:i.rm.\. 
of  Morris  A/.  rJW,  MS 

Siu:  The  Omarron  has  been  ordered  to  Stonotorel] 

//'-"/,  and  upon  hei  arrival  you  will  dispatch   the    Ma 

I  for  pcj  ■ 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.   !  >\iik:kkn, 
Rear-Admiral^  Chmdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrou. 

Commander  (i.  B.  Hai.cu. 

Commanding  t .  s.  s.  I 'mm.,.  Senior  Officer  Present,  8tc 


Report  of  I  ''.  I     s   Navy,  ■ 

U.S.  Mokxtob  Naham. 
QfM  -''.  /'■• 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  o!  the  28th  instant,  in  regard  to 
the  behavior  of   this  vessel  daring  tin*   heavy   weather  of  the  past 

month,  I  bave  to  aj  that  i lass  of  vessels  could  ride  easier. 

There  is  seldom  ani  strain  on  the  cable,  which  I  can  easily  no 

early  all  the  time  during  the  post  month  laid  at  a  bnoy, 
with  &  short  scope  chain,  nol  more  than  l  Fathoms.  Phe  sea  in  this 
sh.ml  water  has  never  been  bo  high  as  to  require  more. 

The  onh  apprehension  that  I  have  ever  felt  hasl u  (liat  the  strong 

tides  would  cause  the  resseltodrag,  bu1  I  find  that,  during  an  easterly 
gall .  the  tides  are  very  slight,  not  sufficient  to  swing  tin-  vessel. 

The  wind,  of  course,  from  the  Btnall  we  present  to  it.  has 

little  or  no  effect,  and  the  sea,  ■  ith  the  moderate  gale*  which  we  bi 
as  yri  experienced,  has  not  been  such  as  to  cause  me  any  anxiety  in 
regard  b>  damaging  the  vessel  bj  laboring. 

sen  tic*  weather  here  in  which  I  could  not  have  used  the  guns 
with  tolerable  effect  at  anchor,  but  from  what  1  have  notio 
lining  during  a  rough  sea,  1  think  the  ves*  Id  nor  be  und 

at  sn<h  times  without  \i  |  reason;  there  dors  not  geera  to 

motive  power  sufficient  to  give  her  more  than  moderate  stcen 

I  think  we  would  he  safer    if  the  moorings   for  the    monitors  were 

more  reliable;  two  of  them  have  been  dragged   *ome  distance  by  this 

el  during  a  strong  ebb  tide,  the  bcs  at  the  time  being  quite  smooth 

and  the  wind  light 

I  think  our  usual  anchorage  is  as  good  as  can  be  found  off  Morris 
Island,  as  higher  op  the  rhannrl  we  would  bo  too  near  the  encmj ,  and 
lower  down  the  sea  is  rougher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  Ooura  ILL, 
Lit 
Bear-AdmiraJ  J.  A.  Dahlqbjut, 
Cbmmanding  South  Atlantic  />'■■'■ 

[Similar  favorable   reports  of  same  date   from  Lteutenant-Coi 
maialeis  Simpson  and  Cornwall,  commanding  the  Passaic  and  Nahant% 

respectively.  | 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlqnn,  U.  S.  Xavy,  recommending  an 
increase  of  vessels  of  the  Xipsic  class. 

No.  354.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Inland,  December  30,  1863. 

Sib:  A  few  more  vessels  of  the  Xipsic  class  would  give  great  effi- 
ciency to  the  blockade  here,  in  exchange  for  some  other  vessels  which 
could  be  of  service  elsewhere. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  V. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Xavy,  requesting  the  services 
of  an  engineer  off  Charleston. 

No.  352.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  30,  1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  renew  a  previous  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
steamers.  It  is  very  necessary  ior  the  benefit  of  those  steamers  here, 
particularly  the  monitors,  that  1  should  have  always  near  me  some 
very  able  engineer,  for  reference  in  the  many  exigencies  that  continually 
arise  in  the  course  of  service.  Mr.  Danby  is  at  Port  Royal,  and  can 
not  be  promptly  or  conveniently  reached. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,    U.   S.  Xavy,  to  Acting  Master 
Gregory,  U.  S.  Xavy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Potomska. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  December  30,  1863. 


Respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Saml.  B.  Gregory, 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry. 


BOOTS  BLOCKADING   syl'ADRoN. 

(heir  of  Bern  Admiral  DaMgn  .  .  i 

( '.  S 

Fl  IOW    PlIll.U-l.l  .l-HIA. 

Oh   b 

Sik:  I  bid  satisfied  from  tin-  works  of  the  rebels  and  tin-  artillery  t 
employed  that  the  attack  of  the  25th  indicates  a  design  to  dislodge 
vessels  from  the  Stono,  and  unless  prevented  thej  will  suooeed  inestab 
lishing  ii  which  mii-i  damage  them  een  be 

It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  t<>  keep  b  bright  lookout  oh  theix 
attempts  and  i"  anticipate  them  in 

If  possible,  I  think  M  would  be  well  to  send  scoi  night 

to  observe  asj  movements  abort  the  works  thej  abandoned  on  I 
so  that  our  gana  may  be  opened  in  sea 

Trv  grape  next  ome,  not  too  heavy,  with  full  charges  of  pow«i- 
and  curable  the  elevation  for  shells. 

Use  shrapnel  also  from  all  guns,  sod  Kill-inch  mortar  nu 

its  shells  over  the  head-  of  the  re  he  Is. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.    lUllI.oUKN. 

Ii'-ir-.\>  ///"  dg.  South  Ai  <m. 

Ooinmaoder  (J.  B.  Bali 

&  a.  /'nr-  8tono. 


port  ofR*  ■"-.  1- Imwal  Da/derm*  U.  S.  \<n</%  repressing coi 

ill.  '/  <//>//  •  <.  ■  nl . 

No.  365.]  Flag  -Stramer  Piiiladelh! 

Off  Morru  Island,  Z>< 

Sir:  The  senior  officer  at  Port  Royal  is  much  concerned  about  tbo 

rity  of  Port  Royal,  and  writes  to  me  accordingly.    Of  course,  1 

fully  concur  with  him  In  the  expediency  oJ  putting  beyond  doubt  the 

possibility  of  damage  being  inflicted  upon  that  station  by  the  rebels. 

Then-  i.»  nodoubt  rhat  they  are  held  so  uncomfor I]  u  to  be  driven 

to  any  resort  for  relief,  and  then-  are  some  evid  ol  this  in  the 

recent  movement  at  Stono,  n  bare  the  land  forces  have  a  principal  depot, 
and.  npte  in  -mail  inlets  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the 

blockade. 

Bo  completely,  however, is  the  present  force  o.-eupied  thai  ii  just 
admits  of  a  blockade  and  no  m 

I  have  not  really  a  vessel  to  spare  for  active  operations  anywhere. 

Thus,  in  the  blow  given  at  sfurrell's  Inlet  1  Ben!  the  steani 

''"nl.  and   'Daffodil  with  the  bark  Allen,  leaving  for  blockade 
here  the    Wabash,   (  and  /.  •  outside,  with  two 

schooners:  within  the  har.  th  des  and  three  monil  >ne  being 

porariiy  unavailable-  and  la  tin-  constantly  recurring  bad 
me  not  one  powerful  steamer  that  could  pull  a  monitor  out  of 
ger  in  a  gale  if  the  nt  d  arise. 

Looking  at  my  91  thly  return  of  vessels  the  Department  will 

perceive  that  on  the  L5th there  were  19 vesBek repairing  at  Port  Bo 
4  absent  at  the  North  for  repair-.  9  laid  up  to  go  North:  total.  18. 
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I  respectfully  submit  that  this  is  a  very  material  reduction  of  the 
force,  and  leaves  no  reserve  in  case  of  contingencies  nor  means  to  oper- 
ate if  the  opportunity  should  offer.  Wherefore  I  would  request  that 
the  Department  would  reinforce  me  with  a  few  more  steamers,  espe- 
cially as  the  wear  and  tear  is  naturally  much  increased  during  the  prev- 
alence of  heavy  weather. 

When  the  attack  was  made  on  the  Marblehead  recently  she  could  use 
but  one  boiler,  and  the  Cimarron  was  just  out  of  the  mechanics'  hands 
in  time  to  relieve  her.  The  Pawnee  is  reported  to  stand  in  much  need 
of  repair,  but  must  wait  until  a  suitable  vessel  can  be  spared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Cimidg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ths  Navy.  Washington,  D.  C 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

January  i,  1804. 


Vessel. 


Station. 


•  Mangham Murrell's  Inlet 

Mahaska  Georgetown  . . . 

•  Blunt :  Bull's  Bay 

Canandaigua Charleston 

Wabash do 

Housatonic j do 

Nip«lc do 

Sanford I do 

•Allen do 

•Ward do 

•Hope do 

•  Perry do 

New  Ironsides ' do 

Weehawken ' do 

Passaic 

Montank 

Nahant 

Catskill 

South  Carolina 

Philadelphia 

Homo 

•  Adams 

•  8upply 

•Racer 

Iris 

Geranium 

Clover  

Dandelion 

Daffodil  

McDonough  

Pawnee 

Cimarron 

•Williams 

Paul  Jones 

•  Kingfisher 

•  Wildcat 

Chippewa 

•  Vermont 

•  Houghton 

Ironsides 

•  Valparaiso 

Carnation 

Larkspur 

Rescue 

Pettit 

Cnadllla 

DaiChing 

Nantucket 

Wisaahickon 

Water  Witch 


do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Light-House  Inlet . 

Stono  

....do 

....do 

North  Edisto 

St.  Helena 

....do 

Port  Royal 

do. 


do 

do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Tybee  Island . . 

do 

Wassaw  Sound 

....do 

Ossabaw 


Remarks. 


Outside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


•  Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribulioti  of  reneln  of  the  Strnth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  1,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Vessel. 

Station. 

Remark*. 

Paul  Jones,  jr 

do 

•Braziliera 

do 

do 

Keiuiiring. 

Lehigh 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

uilni. 

Do. 

North  for  repairs. 
Do. 

Madgle 

Do. 

Flag 

Do. 

•Sailing  vesNcK 

Very  respectfully, 

John  A.  Dahloren, 
Hear- Admiral,  Cotndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sauadron. 


Report  of  Ensign  Johnson.  U.  S.  Nan/,  regarding  oltservations  mad* 
front  Fort  Putnam,  regarding  conditions  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Light  House  Inlet.  Simth  Carolina,  January  1,  J864- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  memorandum  report 
of  my  observations  from  Fort  Putnam  this  day: 

The  obstructions  near  Fort  Sumter  remain  the  same  as  at  my  last 
report.  1  can  count  but  21  buoys,  and  they  appear  to  tend  with  the 
tide  by  sections,  as  the  line  is  very  much  broken  and  far  from  being 
in  a  direct  line. 

In  mid-channel  there  is  quite  an  open  space,  apparently  free  from 
any  obstructions;  this  I  should  judge  to  be  about  100  yaras  in  width. 

The  embrasure  in  the  southern  face  of  Fort  Sumter  is  being  enlarged; 
3  men  were  at  work  upon  it,  apparently,  removing  the  rubbish. 

The  pile  driver  and  schooner  are  still  at  the  mouth  of  Shcm  Creek, 
but  I  was  unable  to  see  that  they  were  doing  an3Tthing. 

The  piling  near  the  middle  ground  remains  the  same;  there  are  many 
gaps  from  5  yards  to  20  yards  in  width. 

Two  ironclads  were  at  anchor  near  Fort  Johnson,  a  third  one  at  the 
northeastern  dock. 
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One,  OpOd  the  storks,  is  very  rapidly  approaching  completion;  the 

I  dating  of  til  >  be  completed,  astral  few  men  could 

ie  seen  abool  the  vessel. 

The  one  mentioned  in  my  last  report  is  progressing  rapidly.  The 
hull  is  nearly  complete  and  the  framework  of  tin  casemate  ia  m  place. 
A  large  number  of  men  are  at  work  upon  her;  I  should  think  as  many 

h'i. 

Tin-  day  was  quite  clear  and  the  views  nan  distinct. 

no  traces  <»f  atrj  obstructions  along  the  shore. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

MuliTIMEIl    L.  .lOHN'RON, 

Ekurign,  f .  8,  Navy. 
Hear  Admiral  .ions  A.  Dahlgsxn, 

mnanding  South  Atlantic  SMbading  &i 


th-  British  BoKooner  SytfoonuB^  January  #, 186£. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Baker,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Huron. 

U.  S.    S.    Hl-ROH, 

Ddboy  Sounds  QwrgiOi  tTamiaryS^  186^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  lo:;;u  o'eloek  p.  m.  of  the 
iidinstant.it  being  cloudy  ana  somewhat  bazy,a  suspicious  sail  was 
discovered,  apparently  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant  nrom  t  hi--  re 
and  heading  np  this  sound,  with  a  light  breeze  from  N.  N.  K.  Went  to 
quarters,  supped  the  cable,  got  underway,  and  RredasheH  from  the 
•ji-poundcr  Varrott  rifle  in  order  to  bring  bear  to.  The  strange  fessel 
persisting  in  ber  coarse,  paying  no  attention  to  the  shell,  I  tired  several 
times  directly  at  her  in  rapid  succession  from  the  Xl-ineh,  iH>rt  how- 
itzer, and  rifle,  when,  hearing  loud  shouts  from  the  direction  of  the 

ri.  and  soon  after  a  light  betas  shown  from  her,  I  gave  the  01 

to  cease  firing  and  sent  an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 

William  H.  Haldwin  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  William  Henderson  to 

board  her  and.  should  .she  he  deemed  a  prize,  to  take  1  bilge  of  ber  and 

hi   11   I       and  CTOW  en  hoard  this  ve.-scl  with  all  the  papers  found 

oo  hoard.    After  a  short  interval  the  boat  n  turned  with  Mr.  Heodei 
son,  accompanied  by  the  master,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  vessel  and  a 
passenger,  M  in  all.     The  former  reported  that  an  Xl-ineh  shell  had 

b  above  the  water  lira-,  without,  injury, 
however,  to  the  crew,  and  that  she  was  SglOUnd  and  rapidly  filling, 
whereupon  I  sent  the  boat  back  to  remain  until  the  rising  tide  rendered 

it  unsafe  to  do  so.    After  an  interval  of the  boat  renamed,  and 

Mr.  Baldwin,  the  officer  in  charge,  reported  that,  the  water  having 

D  above  the  deck,  he  let    go  an  anchor  and    returned   to  thi 

The  prize  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  ifyfoanu*,  from  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  loaded  with  salt,  spirits,  and  cords 

She  is  go  badly  damaged  by  our  snell  as  to  render  it  impassible  for 
me  to  repair  her  sufficiently  to  send  her  to  sea. 

I  have  ordered  a  survey  on  her  and  cargo,  the  result  of  which  I  shall 
report  to  you  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  J  will  then  semi  the  papers, 
officers,  and  crew  of  the  prize,  with  a  report  of  the  circumstances 
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attending  the  capture,  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  whom  you  may 

think  propel  in. 

I  am.  sir,  v«*rv  respeotfully,  pour  obedient  Be]    ml 

I     H.  Baj     i 

/./ 

Rear-Admiral  .1.  A.   DAHLSB 

(Jamuiandhuj  South  Atlantic  Blodkading  S/jumli 


etter  front  the  8ecreUry  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmitting  complaint  of 

the  Sritiib  minister. 

DkI'AUTMKNT  OF   St.vtk, 

Sir:  I  have  the  aonor  to  invite  vmr  early  attention  to  tin-  enclosed 
copy  of  a  communication  of  the  5tD  instant  from  Lord  Lyons,  relative 

to  the  case  of  the  master  and  civw  of  the  British  schooner  eh/tea 
of  Nassau,  [New  Providence],  a  blockade  runner,  who  axe  a  iac  I 
detained  at  Fort  Lafayette.    I  will  thank  you  for  Bucfa  information 
ou  the  subject  us  vou  may  be  able  to  communicate  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  U>  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

William  II.  Si. ward. 
I  [on.  (iii«K<»\    Wkli 

S,,-»  t-u-ij  of  the  Navy. 

I  Kncluure.j 

WASHINGTON,    liarch  ■'.  t86±. 

Sib:  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  ask  you  to  give  serious  and  imme- 
diate attention  to  the  enclosed  copies  of  dispatches*  from  her  Maje 
consul  at  New  York. 

If  the  statements  made  by  her  Biajesh  'a  consul  be  correct,  the  Brit- 
ish schooner  9vhaamuB%  of  Nassau,  was  fired  at  and  sunk  by  the  1'nitcd 
States  blockading  vessel  //<>>"/,  on  the  2d  of  January  last,  :it  Doboy 
J n let  [Sound],  in  Georgia.  Ilor  master  and  crew,  9  men  in  all.  were 
taken  ou  hoard  the  auron  and  sixteen  days  afterwards  were  b 
ferred  to  the  r.  s.  s.  Meudaoktuettt  and  conveyed  to  Philadelphia. 

They  were  kept  on  hoard  the  guards-hip  for  nine  days,  and  tin  v  were 
in  illy  sent  to  Fort  Lafayeti.  .  where  they  now  are,  neither  the  roaster 
nor  an}'  of  the  men  having  been  examined  since  their  capture. 

It  is  stated,  moreover,  that  while  ird  the  Huron  the  whole  of 

the  nun,  the  master  excepted,  were  placed  in  iron-  every  night  and 
that,  with  tl  lion  of  the  mate,  who  was  Buffering   from  a  sore 

arm.  they  were  sent  in  irons  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

It  appears  that  the  master  and  seven  of  the  crew  are  British  sub- 
jects and  that  the  remaining  seaman  is  a   Belgian. 

It   DM  BO  often  bean  my  duty  to  mil  your  attention  to  the  positive 

declarations  made  bi  bei  .v  srnment  thai  ubjects 

belonging  to  neutral  vessels  captured  for  breach  of  blockade  ought 
not  I  mined  Indefinitely  as  prisoners,  nor  treated  with  indigni 

that  1  need  make  no  apology  for  pressing  for  immediate  information 
as  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  master  and  crew  of  the  are 

inrorisonea,  or  for  urging  that  unless  there  be  Some  valid  reason  justi- 
fying their  detention,  they  may  at  once  he  set  at  liberty. 
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1  consider  it  right,  also,  to  ash  tot  information  respecting  the  dc- 

-1  ruction  of  the  Si/Ir.nmy.  and  l  he  legal  proceedings,  if  any,  which 
have  l**en  taken  in  the  case,  nor  can  I  OQtlClude  without  drawing  your 

attention  to  tin-  representations,  made  by  her  Majesty's  consul  with 
repaid  t<«  tin-  detentions  or  suppression  of  Letters  addressed  U>  him  by 
British  subjects  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tin-  highest  consideration,  sir,  jour 
most  obedient,  bumble  servant, 

LlONS, 
Hun.    W.    II.  SkwaKI). 


Explanatory  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Navy  Dei'abtment.  ./»  '  <64* 

Sue:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  '2d  instant,  inviting  my  attention  to  a  copy  or  a  note  of  theSlst 
ultimo,  addressed  i<>  you  by  Lord  Lyons,  in  reference  t<>  the  firing 
upon  and  sinking  of  the  British  schooner  i>>  the  I  .  ^ 

Huron  and  the  treatment  of  her  crew. 

The  circumstances  of  the  destruction  of  the  Sylvanw,  :is  reported 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Bwotl,  arc  as  Follows: 

At  l<»  |>.  in.  of  tne  3d  of  January  last,  the  weather  being  cloudy 
und  >•  m i  a  suspicion^  sail  ws  id]  covered,  apparently  thi 

quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  Huron,  heading  up  Doboy  Sound, 
with  h  light  rom  N.  N.  E.  and  •  strong  Hood  tide.    The.  Huron 

went,  to  quarters,  slipped  Iter  ruble,  go(  unoerway,  and  Ired  i  shell 
from  the  aO  pounder  rarrott  rifle  r  little  wild  of  her,  to  bring  her  to. 
She  persisted  in  her  course,  paying  do  attention  to  tne  gun,  and  then 
the  Huron  fired  several  shots  m  succession  diro-tb  id  her,  one  of  which 
jmssed  through  and  through,  coming  out  of  the  starboard  side  below 

the  water  line.  A  light  was  then  shown  upon  the  strange  sail  and 
■  ;ts  were  heard  from  that  direction,  whereupon  the  finny  ceased. 
A  boat  was  sent  to  her.  and  she  proved  to  be  tne  Sj/Ufanus,  aground 
and  rapidly  filling.  After  the  water  had  risen  above  her  decks  an 
shor  was  let  go  and  the  boat's  crew  returned  to  the  Huron.  A 
board  of  survej  pronounced  hex  unaeaworthy,  but  stated  that  with 
proper  workmen  and  material-  -he  might  be  made  useful  and  a  part 
of  the  cargo  might  be  Bayed  with  a  favorable  tide, 

been  brought  into  court,  and  no  further 
information  oom  ei  ning  the  (reesel  has  been  received,  it  is  inferred  that 
it  became  necessary  to  abandon  both  reesel  and  cargo. 

Lord  Lyon-,  in  hi-  note,  Bays  that  a-  her  Majc-ty'-  I  Jovernuient  had 

not  received  from  the  Government  of  the  I  nice  I  States  any  expbma 

tion  of  the  circumstances  under  which  tlie  destruction  of  the  S<jttr 
took  place,  they  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  the  opinion  at  once 
that,  if  the  vessel  Was  tired  upon  and  sunk  in  the  first,  instance  without 

being  properl)  summoned  to  lie  to.  and  without  any  specific  and 
linarv  necessity,  the  ad  mu  illegal  and  would  warrant  pares  a 

monstrance. 

circumstances  should  have  been  stated  in  nay  letter  to  you  of 

the  I'-'th  of  March  last,  in  repli   to  your  tetter  of  the  8th  of  chut 

.p\  of  a  note  from  Lord  Lyons,  in  reference  to 

the  case,  but  a  statement  of  them  was  overlooked  in  consequence  of 


KS3  SOUTH    ATLANTIC    III.uCK  A  DINO    SQI'ADRoN. 

the  mjury  being  particularly  with  regard  to  the  detention  of  the 
een  and  crew  of  ws. 

With  full   information   before  them,  I  do  not  think  her  Maj 
Government  own  find  grounds  for  remonstrance.    The  > 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  nighl  with  the  elements  favoring 

She  irafl  no|  tired  upon  and  *unk  in  tin-  Brat  phut-  without  l* 

Eroju'rly  gammoned  to  lie  to.    Although  a  vessel  attempting  to  run  a 
lovkade  at  eight  is  not  entitled  to  any  of  the  courtesies  of  the 
the Syfo         ma  admonished  to  beeve  i"  bj  tin-  Hrlng  of  ■  she 
*■  little  wild  of  her,"  to  which  Bhe  paid  do  regard  wharerer  and  con- 
tinued on  I i'-r  course.    The  neeessitg  mis  thee  forced  upon  the  //• 
of  firing  directly  at  her,  which  firing  ceased  when  there  were  indica- 
tions of  an  intention  to  heave  to. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  our  vessels  lying  otF  the  insurgent 
must  be  prepared  for  an]  emergency,  and  this  involves  their  hai 
their  guns  always  shotted.    The  warning,  therefore,  to  the  Sylva 
WBfl  ;i  shell  tired  :i  I i 1 1 1  ■  -  wild  of  her  without  the  intention  of  striking. 

With  regard  to  the  long  detention  oi  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  it  was. 

BS  1  advised  you  in  my  letter  of  the  llth  of  March  last,  in  00080000806 
of  the  order  issued  at  your  surest  ion  to  detain  British  blockade  vio- 
lators, which  was  then  in  force,  but  has  subsequently  been  revoked. 

There  m  ood  grounds  For  complaining  of  the  treatment  of  the 

orew  so  far  as  putting  them  in  irons,  and  if  they  were  treated  thus 
harshly  it  was  fnot|  in  accordance  with  the  wish  or  the  instructions  of 
this  Department.  Commanding  officers  of  the  Navi  ha\  o  been  enjoined 
to  use  iindness  toward  prisoners  and  not  to  resort  to  irons  except  when 
and  so  long  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  <»f  the  captors  and  the 
prises.      Whether  necessity  existed  for  placing  the  crew  of  the  .\, 

in  irons  at  nt^ht  while  on  board  the  Huron  can  only  be  determined 
with  all  the  litfht  that  can  be  procured  on  the  subject  I  have  th 
fore  called  upon  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Huron  for  an  explana- 
tion. It  is  quite,  likely  that,  for  tin-  ping  of  these  persons,  in 
transferring  them  from  Philadelphia  to  Fori  Larayette,  the  officer  Cell 
justified  in  placing  them  in  irons.  Such,  I  presume.,  is  the  usual  pi 
tice  in  transporting  prisoners  overland  from  one  point  to  another, and 

in   many  instances  it  is  doubtless  :i  necessary  and  warrantable    pic; 
tionary  measure.     J  shall  write  to  the  commandant  at  Philadelphia  ou 
the  eumoct. 

Vory  respectfully,  etc., 

(ilUKoN    Wl.l.l.l.s. 

Seor<  ■'"/■'/  or' th,   X'lty. 
Hon.  W.  11.  Seward, 
Sea 


Report  of  Corn  ■"'/.  regantiny  f/«  r.tj>furc  of 

far}  ■ 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawhjbh, 
Stono  //>/.  f.  8ouiK  OaroUna,  January  J,.  1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  bhe  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  another  torpedo, 
It  h  rered  soon  after  daylight  this  morning  and  towed  along- 

side, the  plunger-  unscrewed,  tin-  torpedo  hoisted  on   board  and 
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emptied.     We  find  the  powder  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  I 
shall  use  it  the  first  opportunity. 

•  »  *  *  »  •  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island. 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  gi/oinq  information  obtained 
from  a  deserter  from  James  Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Stf/no  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  January  5,  186^. 

Admibal:  A  deserter  from  James  Island  was  brought  on  board  the 
Pawnee  on  the  3d  instant  by  Colonel  Gurney,  commanding  First  Brig- 
ade, and  1  beg  leave  to  give  you  a  summary  of  the  information  gained 
from  him,  and  I  feel  that  Home  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  his 
statements. 

His  capture,  or  rather  coming  into  our  lines,  resulted  from  a  desire 
to  procure  the  President's  proclamation.  He  was  seen,  and  having  a 
fear  of  being  shot,  as  was  a  number  of  his  regiment  a  few  days  since, 
he  came  in  and  gave  himself  up. 

His  name  is  Williams. 

He  says  there  are  5,000  troops  on  James  Island,  and  that  a  line  of 
heavy  works  has  been  put  up  from  above  Tom  Grimball's,  in  the 
direction  of  Secession  ville,  and  some  heavy  guns  mounted.  He  also 
says  that  the  number  of  troops  on  John's  Island  is  small,  and  suggested 
that  there  could  not  be  a  neavy  force,  or  the  Palmetto  Guards  (an 
artillerv  company)  would  not  have  been  sent  from  James  Island  to 
make  tfie  attack  on  Christmas  day. 

This  deserter  told  mc  that  there  arc  no  obstructions  in  the  Stono 
now;  that  there  had  been  torpedoes,  but  they  had  been  taken  up. 
The  rebels  are  building  an  ironclad  to  come  through  Wappoo  Creek, 
and  in  reply  to  my  query  why  the  Chicora  or  Palmetto  State  did  not 
come  through,  belaid  they  drew  too  much  water.  He  also  said  that 
12  feet,  at  spring  tides,  might  lie  carried  through  Wappoo  Creek,  but 
that  the  Chicora  or  Palmetto  State  drew  15  feet. 

He  repeated  what  has  often  been  said  as  to  high  prices  of  many 
necessaries,  amongst  which  was  that  boots  sell  at  #250  a  pair,  whisky 
$40  a  gallon,  and  shoes  from  $12  to  $60  a  pair. 

i  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island. 
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Report  •'/  /<'  ■"  Ada 

No.   *.]  l'l.M.   StkaMFH    PlIILAMFI.lMIIA. 

Off    ]/,..  ../.    .}.!,*■ 

Sib:  Tin  /arrived  !  eningfrom  Bosto  ill  he 

mi  opportune  addition  to  the  force  at  this  . 

SiinnliiH  are  : i •_; : 1 1  n    Under  rt'J.Mlir. 

Ii  is  with  difficulty  I  can  command  one  or  two  good  steamers 
strong  batteries  and  of  light  drafl  for  occasional  expeditions  and  may 
be  obliged  ;•<  take  them  trom  the  blockade  at  differ  n(  points. 

Some  additions,  such  as  already  mentioned  in  previous  commnnice- 
lions,  would  be  bxc<m  dii  ptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfulh .  your  obedient  servant, 

\.   1  >  \  1 1 1.< .  l;  i 
Bear    \dmtt  ■'.  •'  ndg*  Smith  Atlantic  B 

Hon.   GeDBOH   Wki.m>, 

Secretary  of  th*       ■  ■■ .    '  •  •  '■  igtom,  1).  ('. 


Report  of  Acting    Master  Coffin*,  U,   6  o  U.  s. 

Mangham,  regarding  th< 

SCHOONHB   GbOKOE    M  \s--ll\M. 

!/'//•/'' //\v  //;/,/,  South  Carolina,  January  9^  ' 

Sue:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th 
instant,  a  sail  being  reported  from  the  masthead  of  tins  vessel,  I  bo! 
under  way  and  discovered  her  to  be  a  blockade  runner,  which,  be 
\y  pa  wed  by  the  l".  9.  steamers    \ri  t  and  Montgomery  bai 

endeavor  to  i  npture,  been  run  ashore,  the  steamers  which 

had  been  in  pur-nit  having  sent  boats'  crews  in  after  ber,  having  Lost 
a  number  of  their  men,  and  one  boat  belonging  to  the  steamer  at 

nety.  I  was  next  morning  requested  t<>  cover  s  second  landing 
which  was  to  be  made  mrthe  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  regain  tin; 
captured  boat,  ai  >rdingly  anchored  close  in,  shelling  the  beach 

ana  rebel  steamer  at  b  during  the  morning.    En  tin  after; 

i  of  the  Bteamars  left  tor  their  Btations,  and  the  rebel  steamer  was 
boarded  by  my  executive  officer,  who  reported  that  some  portion  of 
her  cargo  waa  still  oa  board.  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable,  however, 
to  remain  near  by  any  longer,  as  night  was  approaching,  and  conse- 
quently Blade  no  endeavor  I  any  part  of  what  was  left,  and 
accordingly  made  sail  to  get  lari  in  time 

icape  the  danger  which  might  have  resulted  had  we  remained,  as 

we    had    proreeded    but    a    BOOli    distance,  when  the  steamer  exploded 
with  a  great  crash,  thfl  fire  kindled  by  our  forces  on    the  day  p 

ig  evidently  reached  her  powder. 
Donng  the  day.  bodies  of  rebel  cavalry  were  noticed  at  various  points 
ulonL'  the  b  acb,  out  d  nee  was  made  or  attempted  by  them. 

the  honor  to  be,  sir.  verj  respectfully ,  your  obdt.  Bervt., 

.I<  -us   (  i  a .i.iss.  dr.. 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
Rear-Admiral  John   A.    DaBLOBSN. 

f :., . ;  anSin 
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tin    Secretary  <>f  tin    Navy  to  Rem  .1 

&.  Ufa  ■■•  .it 

/>'• ■■/■.  en. 

Navy  Defaktmf.nt.  January  7,  1864. 
Sih:  Tin-  U.  -.  oonaul  at  Bermuda,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  B<  oretaiy  of 
stui'  the  92d  ultimo,  says  that  he  baa  learned  from  a  soared 

he  think  iabk  tlmt  Mi  derunnet  it  that  | 

I  attempt  to  run  Into  Charleston  instead  of  Wilmington. 
\  .;•!  v  respectfully,  etc., 

I-F.r.N    Wr.I.LBS, 

Se<  ■  KM/. 

Rear- Admiral  .J no.  A.  Daiiloren, 

Comdtj.  South  AjUantu  BU  Iron,  off  Charleston* 


Beport  of  llear- Admiral  DaMgren^  U,  8.   Xo.iy.  regard  ral 

a  fain  \  fag  to  Me  command. 

No.   10.]  FlAO-StF.AMI  i:    I'lltl.U'KI  FHIA. 

Qff  Sbrru  Island,  January  7,  186.^. 
The  general  condition  of  affairs   is  unchanged.    With  rare 
options,  out  own  batteries  and  those  oi  the  rebels  are  silent,  and 
the  latter  do  not  appear  to  labor  on  their  vrorks. 

Two  of  the  monitor-;  being  still  iii  the  mechanics1  bands,  the  block- 
ade of  the  harbor    -  maintained  by   four  monitors,  which  makes  ii 

it  on  tin-  vessels,  ollicers,  and  men. 

The  outer  blockade  oi  this  port  consists  of  a  few  vessels  only,  and 
the  blockade  elsewhere  occupies  all  tin-  available  force,  to  that  I  am  at 
times  embarrassed  for  steamers,  if  such  are  needed. 

ii--  frequent  disability  of  steamer-  even  when  Den  Isdioatea  some- 
thing wrong,  either  in  thi  or  in  the  engineers. 

Tin-  monitors  an  without  first  as-istam  <■  the 

boQers  begin  i"  re  srefoJ  watching. 

I  do  not  perceive  that  those  engaged  in  raiding  the  Weehawken  pur- 
sue the  operation  with  that  vigor  which  the  occasional  smooth  water 
permits. 

The  weather  is  generally  wretched,  wind  and  rain  in  every  variety, 

but  a  couple  of  davs  will   intervene  at   times  when  the  water   in  the 
roads  is  smooth  and  diver.-  can  work. 

The  Incidents  of  note  since  my  la-t  are  the  repulse  of  the  rebels  al 
Stonoand  the  destruction  of  a  blockade  runner  at  aturrell'fl  inlet,  tn>th 
of  which  have  been  reported  in  detail.     If  the  steamers  would  not 
out  so  often,  the  o  est  could  often  be  examined  with  similar  effect. 
Tin- two  siege  howitzers  captured  at  Stono   will  he  sent  north, 
to  Washington  and  one  to  Neil  York.     Lieutenant-t'ommnndei  M 
asks  that  the  latter  may  go  to  the  Naval  Academy,  which  I  beg  1 
eoinmrt! 
The    lit      freshets  have   brought   away   considerable   quantit 
ihstrue  lions,    part.-  of  which  at    different    times   take   the   beach   on 
Morri-    l-IainL-'iu    hat   of  which  I    forwarded  by  the   last  trip  of  the 
'x  a«  a  sample.      The  wooden  portion  has  always  bean  CUl 
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up  so  promptly  by  the  soldiers  for  firewood  that  I  have   never 
aide  t<»  obtain  an  exact  notion  of  the  ronsti  action       It  i-  surniisod 
from  what  i*  Been  that  it  may  be  thus: 


Tlii-  is  conjecture,  howc.  oept  as  regards  the  linked  ha 

railroad  Iron,  each  about  89  feet  long.     L  have  seven  of  these  on  the 

h  in  one  string  and  connected  with  others  covered  by  the  vn 
It.  is  said  that  thirty-three  of  these  ban  have  landed.     These  most, 
from  their  solidity  and  labored  construction,  have  been  placed  at  » 
taut  part  of  the  channel. 
The  rebels  guard  the  line  from  Fort  Johnson  along  the  line  of  piles 
bo  closely  that  none  of  mv  seoota  have  been  aide  to  pass  even  in  fchi 

worst  weather.     They  an-  chased  repeatedly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

•Ino.    A.    DaBLOBBN, 
Bear  [Uantxc Blockading  S$ 

Hon.  tii i -ion  Wei.: 

Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — A  deserter  is  just  in  from  Charleston  with  the  most  impor- 
tant information. 

Order  of Rsar-Admvral  Dahtgrm,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  nooning  precaution* 

■.,. 

Flao-Stf.amkr  Philadelphia, 

Off  M<fi  /.  Sovt/i  try  ■' .  !  ! 

tie  information  thai  the  rebels  have  two  torpedo  boats 
readj  tax  service,  which  expected  on  the  first  night  when 

ratal  is  suitable  for  their  movement,    One  of  those  is  the  '"David." 

•'I  tii.'  I ■  -imilar  to  it. 

There  is  also  one  of  another  kind,  which  is  nearly  submerged  and 
o.      It  is  intended  to  go  under  the  bottoms  of  vessels 

and  there  operate. 

This  is  believed  bj  my  informant  to  be  sure  of  well  working,  though 
from  bad  management  it  has  hitherto  mel  v\  Itfa  accidents,  and  wis  1\  ing 
off  Mount  Pleasant  two  nights  sine.-. 

There  being  every  reason  to  expect  q  visit  from  some  or  all  of  these 
torpedoe-.  the  greatest  vigilance  will  be  needed  to  guard  againd  them. 

The  ironclads  must  have  their  fendera  i  itl  and  their  onri 

in  in.  .1  ion  about  them. 

A  urn -t  also  be  dropped  overboard  from  the  ends  of  the 

rs,  kept  down  with  -diot,  and   extending  along  the  whole  length 
of  the  sides;  howitzers  loaded  with  canister  on  the  decks  and  I  i    lcium 
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for  each  monitor.    Tin-  tags  and  picket  boats  must   be  incessantly 
upon  the  lookout,  when  the  water  is  not  rough,  whether  tin-  weather 
be  clear  or  rainy. 
I  observe  the  ironclads  are  not  anchoi  to  be  entirely  clear  of 

each  other's  fire  if  opened   suddenly  i  r%  the  dark.     This  must    be  cor- 
rected, and  Captain  Kowan  will  assign  the  monitors  suitable  poaittonfl 
mrpose,  particularlj  with  reference  to  hie 
It  i-  also  advisable  not  to  and  ••  deepest  part  of  tin-  channeL 

by  not  teai  ing  much  apace  betw<  en  the  iiottom  of  the  vessel  and 
the  bottom  of  th  'I  it  will  be  Impossible  tor  the  diving  torpedo 

to  operate  except  on  the  sides,  and  there  will  be  less  difficulty  in  rais- 
ing a  vessel  it  sunk. 

John  A.   DaBLOBBV, 
/,'■  m    \dm  pro  I   >  mdg.  South  .  1  flantio  Blockading  St/uadron. 


■ 


htf'Tfxi!'*"!,  obtamed  from    the  ru>tminaUon  of  deserter*  from  the 

enemy. 

. January  7,  1S64. 

Examination  of  — —  Bolton,  who  deserted  from  fchi  i  few 

nd  was  sent  to  me  i>j  General  Terry: 
Occupation  and  -Seired  his  time  as  a  mechanic  to  Mich- 

igan.    A.bout  four  years  fa>ra  Indiana  to  Louisville.     I 

:i  wife  in  Ohio.  Went  from  Kentucky  to  Alabama;  worked  a  short 
time  in  Montgomery  and  then  went  as  engineer  on  railroad  between 
Montgomery  and  Mobile;  was  bo  occupied  about  eighteen  months. 
Left  the  road  and  came  to  Charleston  about  the  34th  October  last,  hai  - 
ing  been  conscripted  while  on  the  railroad,  and.  choice  being  allowed 
for  Army  or  Naw.  he  came  to  Charleston  to  ship  for  v.  whore 

he  arrived  October  24,  LS68,  and  shipped  October  B#.  Wassent  on 
board  the  receiving  uAomdian  <'!><■/■  Was  made  one  of  the  crew 
of  the  captain's  gig.  ana  SO  remained  until  he  loft  on  Tuesday  night, 
s  Little  after  mi  Inignl  Four  men  left  with  him;  one  of  these  was  an 
irishman,  two  were  Northern  men,  and  one  was  from  Baltimore. 
Game  away  in  the  gig  belonging  to  (  aptain  Rocholle,  who  Inn!  charge 
men  for  a  special  purpose.  Their  intention  was  to  reach 
some  of  our  Blockading  vessels.    By  mistake  they  pulled  up  Coopef 

River;   night  was    foggy,  and    they  got   some   distance  up    the   river 

before  they  discovered  their  mistake.    lie  believes  that  they  pissed 

through  the  narrow  channel  between  Shule's  Folly  Nland  and  Hog 
Island,  leaving  Castle  Pinckney  on  the  right.  They  then  kept  the 
shon  >   their   right    hand   that    their  oar-    uonld    bOUch    the 

weeds,  it  lieing  too  thick  to  get   .along  in  anv  other  way.      Fog    broke 

irard  oaylight,  and  m  following  the  shore  nd  gone  up 

->!uiu  Creek  without  knowing  it.     They  then   dnv.  the   boat  ;i 
the  grass.      It  was  raining  all  this  time,  and  they  0  t  land  in  the 

-wamp,  it  being  too  muddy.     Had  no  it   during  this  time. 

There  wen-  some  salt  works  about  .'<  above  them,  and  they 

Id  hear  the  men  at  work  talking.      A  small  black  steamer  passed  up 

and  down  the  creek:  thinks  it  was  the  Lynch,    Saw  a  pile  driver 

driving  piles  across  Hog  Island  Channel,  called  in  the  eity  the  "boat 
channel."  about  one-half  mile  -'award  of  Shem  Creek.  When  it  was 
well  dark,  they  pulled  <>i:l  of  the  Creek  well  into  the  harlxir.  and  then 
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steered  for  Moultrie;  they  paused  near  Moultrie,  and  then  out 
ward.     Not  knowing  wh  in  the  dark. 

distinguish  objects,  they  palled  over  for  the    Sumter  lights.      U 
they  got  well  ov  turned  back,  and  got  hold  o 

Inside  of  Moultrie  and  close  to  it.  where  the?  tied  up  until  it 

I  ly  light.     'I'll-".  ih-<  Cummin 

I'd.  anded  just  Above  Fort  Wagner.     They  -aw  u  rebel  pi< 

bos  I  amter  and  pa  seed  it. 

Ihitir.K. — Was  employed  always  in  pulling  from  the  ship 

the  shore  with  one  exception-  -when  th<  snl  down  on  Bun 

night  to  place  obstructions  around  Fort  Sumter.     The  obst 
•i-irii  of  logs  BQUared  on  two  aides,  chained  together  in  pairs  altoutS 
frit  apart,  t!i«-  ends  chained  together.    On  one  of  the  squared  sides  rail- 

!  tuns  were  bolted  on  as  on  a  mirk,  which  of  course  floated  and 
mosLleaving  the  upper  Burfaoe  of  the  wharf  ab 

ire  about  t(|  feet  long, and  he  thinks  there  might  have  been 
about  Ewentj  pair.    Tin  led  along  the  northeastern,  M>uth* 

•Mil,  and  barf.     Has  beard,  but  does  not  know,  thai 

there  an-  two  or  three  jguns  in  Sumter  bearing  toward  the  city  and  the 
chanaeL  Qai  beai  1  that  if  shelling  had  been  continued  Sumter  would 
have  been  evacuated.    Tl  back  to  eel  about  midnight, 

small  steam*  wheel,  that  ply  between  the  city 

and  the  forte* 

Beard  the  captain  of  one  of  tin-,,  u.ats  -ay  that  hi-  -t.-amer  was 
ordi  red  to  oarrj  troops  to  Sumter  if  the  latter  was  at  tat  ked.  <  >hs; 
tion.s  were  bowed  dow  ti  by  a  steamer.  Towed  ill  the  obstruc 
time.  Game  down  from  one  of  the  lower  wharves  on  Cooper  River. 
Paused  down  the  main  channel,  passed  close  to  Fori  Johnson,  and  from 
there  to  Sumter.  Passed  an  ironclad  lying  at  anchor  about  a  mile 
inside  of  Sumter.  Was  not  aware  of  any  obstruction.-  or  of  any  care 
taken  In  coming  don  d  to  avoid  anything  at  all. 

//  Has  bees  on  board  two  of  the  ironclads,  but  can't  dis- 

tingnifib  the  Chtarldrtan  from  tin  they  being  so  much 

alike;  had  a  gun  at  each  end  and  o  ch&idc     Does  not  know  any- 

thing about  toe  oalil  be  guns.    Saw  some  projectiles     <>»• 

thinks  one  <»f  them  was  6  inohee  in  diameter.  This  ironclad  is  plated 
with  solid  pi  i  ensured  the  thickness  at  one  of  the  found  it 

a  fraction  less  than  :;  imhes.     Noticed  the  torpedo:  is  on  the  end  of 
an  iron  pole  on  the  bow;  doesn't  think  that  the  length  of  the  pole  from 
ill     torpedo   to   the   Vessel  was  over    15   feet.     Torjicdo  contained 
pounds  powder.    The  fcoi  |  oblong,  and  has  eight  or  ten  nipples 

at  the  outer  end. 

Kverythitij:  in  the  description  of  boats  is  fixed  for  torpedoes,  even 
to  the  oapaio 

7'  the  •' 1 'avid"  hauled  Up  on  the  wharf,  being 

covered  with  thin  boiler  iron      i    e  mussel  balla  from  the  In-n- 
had  pierced  berj  thii  la  about  81  feet  long;  think-  the  diameter 

midships  is  not  mor  w  ber  aftero 

This  was  about  the  beginning  "t  November.  run* 

ningnp  and  down,  for  trial  of  -peed,  apparently.     Doesnrl  think  that 

i    were  more  than  \\   feet  out    of  water,  and  |0  feet  oi    her  length. 

She  has  two  cylinders,  diameter   about  .'•   inches,  stroke  8    inches. 

Thinks  she  Her  pipe  is  about  S  feet  above  the 

t;  diameter,  IS  irn    -        Thinka  the  pipe  can  bi  I.    Body  of 
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[liken cigar;  shall  comes  outat  n.  >f  the  end  of 

the  boat.     Propeller  is  outside  the  -torn  end,  and  r 
of  that.     Propeller  has  four  blades;  u  j  two.    Saw  her 

last  week,  and  has  no  knowledge  of  her  having  gone  down  the  harbor. 
Ha-  heard  that  twenty-five  ha  i  ordered  to  he  built  similar  to  the 

"David."     Has  Been  eight  or  ten  in  course  <>i"  construction  al  the  dif- 
ferent atrip  yards  on  Cooper  River;  1 1 1 ■: . - •  -  near  the  ironclad  No.  3  are 
most  advanced.    At  this,  No.  8,  there  were  four  altogether;  one  just 
ready  for  their  ei  and  one  marly  ready  for  launch- 

Had  her  Dngine  In,  all  complete;  la  pn  iched  bj  this 

time;  about  the  same  size  as  firs!  one.    Saw  construction  of  two  Be 
at  yard  No.  -  and  two  or  throe  an  jo  it  begun  at  \ai«l  No.  1. 

The  ''American  Diver"  was  built  at  Mobile  ana  was  brought  on  two 
platform  can  from  Mobile  to  Charleston;  saw  her  In  all  stages  of  con- 
struction at  Mobile.  Sometimes  worked  near  her  in  the  same  shop. 
Thinks  she  is  about  85  bet  long;  height  about  same  as  "'David-' 
(5^  feet);  has  propeller  at  the  end:  she  i-  not  driven  h\  steam,  but  her 
pro}'-'  turned  by  hand.     Hi  Bfl  on  the  upper  aide, 

about  12  to  M  feet  apart.  The  entrance  into  her  Ea  through  t 
manholes,  the  covers  being  turned  back.  They  are  all  used  to  I 
out  of.    (wil  ription  of  her.)    She  has  had  bad 

:n  i  Ldents  hitherto,  but  was  owing  to  moss  in  ber  not  understanding 
her.  Thinks  that  she  can  be  worked  perfectly  safe  by  persons  who 
understand  her.    Can  be  driven  5  knots  an  hour  without  exertion  to 

the  men  working  ber.      Manholes  arc  about  1»I  inches  hi«di  and  are  just 

e  water  when  trimmed.     Bellei  as  was  brought  here  ab 
tember;  has  seen  her  working  in  the  water  afloat;  passed  her  in  the 

'■in u   [aic]  the  last  time  before  his  arrival.     Has  ij 
thre  Mobile  and  two  here,  IT  nun  in  all.     When  she 

went  down  the  last  til  on  the  bottom  two  week-  be 

:.i.    Saw  her  when  she  was  mi  last  time.    They  theB  hoisted 

heroutofthi  refitted  her,  and  j  Sawheraftei 

that  Submerged.     Saw  1.  Chief,  and  then  saw 

her  go  back  under  again.  Sue  made  about  one-half  mile  in  the  dh 
Saw ner  dive  under  the  CharUstotif  went  under  aboul  250  feet,  from 
her,  and  came  up  aboul  80  I  feel  beyond  her.  Was  about  twenty  min- 
utes under  the  water  when  she  went,  under  the  Indian  Chiqf.  Her  keel 
i-  of  cast  iron,  in  sections,  which  can  be  cast  loose  when  she  wishes  to 
ice  of  the  water.  Believe.-  she  is  al  Mount  Plea-ant. 
One  of  her  crew,  who  belongs  to  his  vessel,  came  back  for  his  dotl 
and  said  she  was  going  down  there  as  a  station,  where  they  would 
Watch  her  time  for  operation. 


Javcahy  s.  is. 4 
Examination  of  George  L.  Shipp.  who  deserted  from  the  rebel 
id  was  sent  to  me  by  General  Terry: 
'one. — Saw  the  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie 
alkuit  a  month  ago. 

Thai   began  about  100  yards  from  Fort  Sumter.     Thinks  <l 

about  7.')  yards  long.      Went  alone/  the  obstructions  to  the  end  of  them 

near  Moultrie.  Does  not  think  there  are  :m\  others  nearer  Moultrie. 
Thinks  there  were  several  line.- of  them  about  10  feet  apart.  Has 
never  been  near  the  line  of  piles  Opposite  Johnson,  excepting  to  pas- 
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thoni  but  once,  then  the  boat  passed  between  two  of  them,  trailing  oars 

do  so.    Think  they  are  i"  feet  apart  generally,  and  no  conned 
between  them. 

Never  beard  <>f  any  torpedoes  or  obstructions  in  Cooper  River,  as 
far  down  as  Castle.  Pinckney.     Has  not  heard  of  any  in  the  -Uan- 

rifl  :i-  Ear  as  Fort  .Johnson;  vessels  nm  up  and  down  n ••'•!>  as  if  there 
irai  nothing  there.    Baa  been  in  the  habit  of  pulling  up  and  down 
there  in  the  picket  boat.     Has  Been  sloops  and  wood  boat-  beat 
the  main  channel  bo  the  *  it > .    Has  no  peraonal  knowledge  of  any  tor- 
pedoes at  all,  bat  bae  heard  from  it  bis  ibii  tat  then 
some  end  thai  thej  helped  to  put  them  down.    Believes  thai  theg 
near  the  obstruction              a  Samter  and  Moultrie;  thinks  none  have 
been  put  down  since  September. 

At  the  wharves  there  are  also  three  or  four  rafts  with  inclined  sur- 
-  and  bu  torpedoes  at  the  upper  end  of  each  raft,  which  are  to  be 
taken  somewhere.     These  torpedoes  an-  shaped  like  a  bottle,  ami 
but  one  nipple;  don't  look  to  oe  as  large  as  the  torpi  iched  to 

the  rama.  these  rafta  are  Intended  tor  nae  in  some  parts  of  the  har- 
but  don't  know  where.  They  are  six  stout  timbers  framed,  and 
the  end  of  them  is  seen  about  3  feet  above  the  water,  and  the  torpe* 
are  attached  to  the  end  of  each  timber.  They  are  anchored  near 
the  wharf:  know-  there  are  three,  and  think  four.  The  Boating  bat- 
tery that  was  used  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  April.  1801,  b  a  w  nek 
near  Port  JohnBOB.  Does  not  know  anything  about  the  obstructions 
that  floated  down  the  harboi :   QC1  at  saw  or  heard  of  them. 

//■  Was  ta  the  habit  of  gofag  aboard  the  rfoabefo 

going  on  picket,     She   has  B   bow  gun;  was  told  that  it  was  a  i«  n 
rifle;  has  one  gun  aft  and  one  on  Bach  Bide    all  VI 1 1  inch  smoothbore, 
four  guns  in  all.      Bow  and  stern  gun  pivot  on  either  side,  which  m;.l 
three  gnns  in  a  aide  to  tight     Tax  I  m  is  fully  manned:  crew 

not  over  l.'-o  men;  t'ommodore  Tucker  has  his  flag  on  her.  Captain 
Hunter  commands  the  vessel  i  Does  not  think  the  Charleston  is  very 
fast,  rather  slow.     I  rpedo  at  her  Ik>w.  generally  triced  up  in 

daytime.     Tin;  pole  is  of  iron  about  as  thick  as  his  wrist     The  joint 
of  the  pole  is  at  the  bow;  thinks  the  length  of  the  pole  to  the  torj>edo 
is  1*>  or  18  feet.     Wial  told  that  the  torpedo  contained  70  pound 
powder.     Has  five  knobs  at  the  end  for  nipples.     The  torpedo  is  Hat 
at  the  bai  ra  m  ted  at  the  upper  end. 

Has  been  on  board  the  nee  in  the  daytime.    She  is  built 

like  the  but  has  only  three  guns    one  forward  and  one  aft, 

and  one  on  the  port  side;  none  on  the  starboard  side.  Does  not  know 
the  caliber  of  these  guns;  they  may  not  be  as  I  those  on  the 

CharUnton,     Port  on  the  starboard  Bide,  but  no  gun.      Has  a  torpedo 
like  the  Charleston.    Thinks  she  is  unequal  to  the  C/iarl&iton. 
WW  alongside  the  dock  when  be  left,  wants  a  new  boiler  and  is  said  to 
leak. 

Was  aboard  the  i  Ut  once.    The  battery  looked  to  him  the 

same  as  the  *  to.  Has  four  guns,  one  at  each  end  and  one  on  each 
side.     Does  not  kno  it  either  of  these  vessels.     Pal- 

metto  Stat*  sometimes  oomes  down  on  picket  instead  of  the  Ohariation, 

Has  only   -•;  n  mi    «>f  the  new  ironclads  building;  the  rides  of  case- 
mates are  up,  but  top  is  not  up;  Doiroo  plating  oa  yet    Saw  it  b  ■•• 

ago.     Has  not  been  near  the  other  ir lads,  but  has  seen  them  at  a 

distance;  knows  there  is  no  plating  on  them  vet. 
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The  ihi-r  little  steamer  called  the  Tbraalyingal  tbewbarvBe, 

She  is  built  like  the  other  ironclad*,  with  a  casemate,  but  \-  rery  small. 

no  guns  mounted,  but  base  pole  projecting  from  hex  bow,  with 

three  branches  at  the  end.  with  a  torpedo  od  each.     1 1  la  about 

12  feet  long.     Each  torpe  ize  of  the  one  on 

ton,  and  eont  ;il    rOponndaof  DOWdcr.      (This  is  supjiosed  tobfl 

the  boat  t  lint  came  down  and  crossed  the  bows  of  the  ft  August 

■i\.  at  night,  ami  when  hailed,  answered,  that  Bbe  was  "the  Live  Van 
From  l'ni'i  Hoyal;"  she  escaped  without  damage.) 

Has    -ecu    the     'David,"    tin     torpedo    boal     thai 

attacked  th<  les  October  5.     Ban  box  al  the  Charleston  wharf 

ti\ci)i.si\  days  BgO.      She  wai  \\  ing  alongside  the  wharf  and  be  looked 

down  npon  bar.    There  were  only  two  men  In  her  at  the  time, 
bad  been  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  had  come  h  daybaf 

ill'  aan  her  steaming  back  to  I  tharleeton  from  Mount  Pleasant.    Bhe 
went  fast  and  looked  to  him  to  be  about  25  feet  long;  merely  guesses 
at  the  length,  u  he  has  no  information  of  it.     She  had  her  torpedo 
d  out  of  water  at  the  end  of  hei  pole;  thinks  the  pole  was  i>  or  10 
feet  long.     Thinks  the  torpedo  was  about  the  ahsi  or  the  one  on  the 
■  n<;  baa  heard  that  it  contains  70  pound.--  of  powder.     Corn- 
fa  is  that  they  expect  to  make  another  attack  some  dark  night, 
but  d  no  otheer  Does  not  know  why  she  has  not  b 

out  before,  hut  knowsthat  they  have  been  covering  ner  with  thin  iron. 
It  was  said  that  she  was  not  hurt  when  she  came  down  on  the  Avntfifes, 
but  hears  that  Bhe  was  hit  wish  some  musket  balls.     Beard  the engi 
neerof  the  "  David  "say  that  the  water  thrown  up  by  the  torpedo  put 

all   lu-r  tirr  out  but  a  little;  that  1 1  a-  re.  was  enough  -team   left   DO  bad 

■  >tF;  then  be  made  up  the  fire  and  rat  away,     lie  knows  that  there 

are  two  other  '"  1  >a\  ids"  building  next  DO  the  hiwer  ironclad;  saw  them 

about  BOO  yards  off  as  he  passed  down  the  river:  one  has  n  in 

place,  the  other  has  not     Does  not  know  whether  their  engines 

in  or  in. t  I  of  other-  building,  butdoes  Dot  believe  it.     The 

new  ones  are  wood,  not  bai  Ing  been  lined  with  Iroi 
BelieveBthat  the  "American  Diver'*  is  at  Mount  Pleasant;  saw  her 

when  they  were  getting  the  drowned  men  out  of  her.  She  was  pulled 
upon  the  wharf  at  the  time.     I  Ee  was  about  80  yards  fri  in  her.     There 

Were  .-even  men  drowned  in  her.      Was  looking  at  her  whin  she  went 

down  60  yards  from  the  g  Bhip.    She  went  down  several  times 

but  came  np  again.  She  WOUld  stay  under  water  ten  minutes  each  time, 
and  Would  come  Dp  76  Ul80  yards  from  where  sin-  went  down.  At 
last  she  went  down  and  would  not  eoine  up  again.      She  remained  down 

nine  days  before  she  ipas  raised.    This  was  about  two  months  ago. 

Bhe  was  then  taken  to  the  wharf  and  hauled  up.  The\  launched  her 
again  In  about  a  week,  but  nothing  was  done  with  her  until  lately, 
when  they  fitted  her  ap  again  ami  sent  bar  down  to  .Mount  Pleasant, 
srhereahs  now  (a.  Does  not  know  that  she  hasdi\ed  since.  It  was 
promised  to  the  men  that  went  ho  her  that  she  would  not  dive  again. 
When  she  does  not  dive,  she  onlv  shows  two  heads  above  the  water 
about  the  size  of  a  man's  head.  HJe  thinks  she  IS  about  gQ  t 
and  the  manholes  are  about  8  feet,  apart.     She  is  made  of  iron. 

Fortification*  in  Ctiarl&ton  Baivor. — Has  been  in  Fort  Johnson. 
Was  there  last  about  two  weeks  ago.  Has  seen  the  £uns — only  six — 
and  knows  that  one  of  them  is  rifled;  has  felt  the  rilling.  It  is  on  the 
extreme  right.     The  other  live  are  bWuothbures  (has  beeu  told  so). 
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Is  certain  that  the  rifle  gun  is  10-inch  bore.  Of  the  others  has  no 
positive  knowledge.  Thinks  twoareVlTI-inehnnd  tho  others  X-ineh. 
lias  never  been  inside  the  work.      Has  seen  tin'  guns  from  the  out-ide. 

The  guns  are  considerably  above  the  level  of  tin-  water. 

There  is  :i  battery  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  Johnson; 
does  not  know  its  name.    Was  ins  boat  and  landed  some  office] 
tin-  batterv  on  Christmas  day.     Walked  along  bj  the  battery  outside. 

S;iw  one  gmi  in  it.     Thinks  it  is  a  IX-ineli:  is  not  positive.      Saw  thai 

aa  ii  smoothbore.    The  shore  Is  pretty  bluff,  at  least  10  fee 
than  the  rater,  it  being  thee  high  tide.    The  crest  of  the  work  is  chin 
high  and  the  gun  looks  right  over  it. 

Has  been  within  !<'<•  yards  of  Ripley.  It  la  oblong  in  the  direction 
of  (lie channel.  Tin-  and  toward  the  sea  is  said  to  ho  plated  with  iron. 
Does  not  know  how  many  gum  are  on  Ripley:   hears  thi 

Has  not  been  in  (  astle  Pmckney.  Knows  nothing  about  it,  neither 
from  hearsay  dot  in  any  other  way. 

The  work  at  the  garden  of  White  Point  is  of  sand.    Waethen 
about  five  weeks  ago.     Did  not  go  inside;  was  not  permilled.    Walked 
ork.    The  work  was  finished  men,  and  there  n 

three  guns  in  if.  all  alike,  which  he  believed  to  be  8-incb  guns,  but 
did  not  ask.    The  lm  lisbgun  which  split  at  me  breech  in  fir 

WSS  not  mounted,  hut  was  lying  on  the  ground.  Did  not  hear  that 
anything  had  been  done  with  it  since.     Two  of  the  guns  looked  toward 

Ripley  ami  the  other  more  to  the  southward. 
lias  Been  the  battery  where  the  other  large  English  gun  Is  mounted, 

but  i  r  landed  there.      Work  Ifi  still  being  done  there.     It  is  on 

a  wharf  near  the  water:  B&W  it  last  Wednesday. 

Above  that  is  another  battery  near  a  wharf:  was  there  a  week  ago. 
The  landing  from  the  receiving  -Inn  is  at  wharves  near  this  batter)  : 
never  been  insi  le  the  battery.  There  is  one  gun  in  tins  battery;  feels 
pierts  sine  that  it  is  a  smooth-bore  IX-ineh.  Isawareof  the  peculiar 
shape  of  a  DC-inch  gun  and  describee  some  of  its  principles — large 
breech  and  smooth,  without,  bands. 

There  is  another  battery  somewhere  above  the  landing,  at  the  <  oi- 
lier of  a  wharf;   was  ;it    it   B  month  SgO,  but  not  inside,      lias  one 
in  it  .similar  to  the  one  in  the  battery  at  the  landing,  IX-inch. 

These  are  all  the  batteries  he  knows  of  along  the  Charleston  wharves 


Was  quartered  on  board  the  receiving  ship  /.■></>' an 

in 

from 


,  opposite  railroad  wharf — 400  yards 


Let i  i  No.  7  at  4  o'clock  Wednesday  afternoon, 

a.s  usual.     Pulled  down  toward   the   ram  not   quite  so  tar 

down  as  Fort  Ripley,  lying  oil  the  battery  with  one  sun.  When  thev 
left  the  vessel  the  boat  had  the  men,  coxswain,  and  officer,  as  usual. 
Had  six  rifles  and  six  cutlasses.  Stayed  a  few  minutes  alongside  the 
then  pulled  for  Fort  Johnson,  where  they  arrived  about 
dark.      As  th  vas  bad.  the  boat    did    not  go  out  on   picket. 

The  officer  and' two  men  went  Dp  on  the  fort:  two  went  up  on  the 
wharf.  Shipp  and  another  man  remained  at  tho  end  of  the  wharf ; 
this  was  about  dark.     At  ab.  >  Um  k  got   into  the  boat  and  left 

vharf.     They  pulled  about  for  L'ummingV  Point,  crossed  the  shoal, 
aground  once  and  got  clear.    Arrived  at  the  point  before  mid- 
night    jSame  of  other  man  was  (  aruiine.     Thinks  the  men  in  the 
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noraliy  dissatisfied  and  would  leave  if  they  «jota 
ehan 

/.*/<  -Think*  I  In  t  people  expect  an  attack  from  the  Nn\\. 

They  think  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  and  Foil  Johnson  will 
hurt  us  a  good  ileal,  but  don't  depend  much  on  their  ironclads.     They 

t  think  their  batteries  will  Stop  us,  but  think  that  the  torped 
sod  obstructions  will    Th  lereisa  tion  amongst  the  citi- 

to  give  the  city  up  rather  than  have  the  it. 

Observed  the  firing  of  the  monitors  a!  Sumter  from  the  receiving 
ship.    Thinks  their  nring  « 1  i 1 1  it  more  damage  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  shots  fired  than  the  land  batteries.    The\  have  noknowl- 
•  of  the  monitors  being  injured  by  their  own  lire.    Seems  to  think 
that  the  lntmidca  is  more  formidable  than  the  moiiitoi 


'ft  of  Chief  Sk  M'l.t'm.  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  proposed 

torpedo  guv 

{'.  Bi  Dftom  i. ad  I'assSaic, 
Off  (  •',',  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith 
sketch*  of  the  torpedo  guard  which  1  <1  to  yon  last  night. 

Tin-  light  iron  outriggers  a  are  hinged  :it  l>  and  can  be  raised  by 
pendant  blocks,  and  falls  over  the  Btancmon  a 

Rope  or  wire  netting  can  be  need  on  these  outriggers,  m  shown  by 
the  black  diagonal  lines  in  the  aide]  view,  but  I  believe  the  simpl 
and  most  efft  lorizontal  courses  of  iron  wire,  secured  to 

Shown  by  the  n-d  |ine<. 

>irl,  rope  netting  mud.-  with  -J  inch  me  »(!  by  '*>  feet,  w 

1,790  |  h  m  iid-.  and  a  Ik  -  i  ni-h  one  weigh    3,320  pounds. 
One-eightfa  inch   wire  netting,  r»»*>  by  6  feet,  with  L-inch  meshes, 

is  2,240  pounds. 
TEree-sixteentb  inch  wire  netting  of  the  above  dimensions  weighs 
4,-Ijso  pounds. 

I  atronglj  recommei  of  three-sixteenths  or  one-fourth 

[inch]  •■  bo  the  outriggi  re.  8  inches  apart;  courses  of  three- 

B&xteenths  weigh  1,500,  and  one  fourth  8,000  ponn< 

sment  has  great  strength,  is  very  light  offers  little 
resistance  to  the  water,  and  can  b  up,  and  laid  on  deck 

in  fifteen  minutes  after  the  outriggi  I      ure     Dial 
The  work  can  all  be  don<   at  I  \  n  Royal  at  a  small  expense. 
The  win-  can  be  pro  a  York  and  senl  here  in  one  week. 

The  fitting  the  tfrranc  tssel  can  be  done  in  ti 

It  the  pi  dopted,  I  can  make  tin-  necessary  detail  drawing 

one  day. 

Three-sixteenths  iron  wire  will  support  o'OO  jHmnds,  one-fourth  iron 
wire  will  support  L.200  pounds. 

Very  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant) 

trlBHXl   Mason j 
Smfyt  EkffwnMTf 
Lieutenant-Coumiander  K.  Simi-sun. 


Bketoh  not  found. 
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Lett'  f  f''"iu   Commander   Balchj  I .   8.   Nwoyy  to  Bri'ya" 

I     8,     \ >.•■..  \ng  "  "   Legar> 

Stano  fi  ' 

l     s.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee. 

i   received  the  report  of  the  officer  whom  I 
sent  on  a  reconoi  ■  last  eight  to  LegareVille.    He  proeee 

Luutiou-.lv  in  the  I '» >>',>.  *i  branch  as  fur  up  the  Stonoas  the  piles  on 
the  Johns  bland  side,  hut  could  discover  no  n  at  on  the  part  of 

the  enemy,  and  onfidentij  that  the  rebels  were  not  engaged 

in  potting  up  works  m  LegareVille  lust  night. 

What  think  y<ui  of  sending  «>nt  a  force  under  cover  of  our  gnus  to 
make  reconnaissance  on  John's  Island  1  1  shall  keep  a  lookout  on  the 
enemy  as  well  as  I  can,  but  I  t2iink  an  occasional  scouting  of  the  local- 
ities in  the  vicinity  of   Legareville  advisable. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

■ 
General  Cordon, 

//  Division, 


Order  of  Bew-Jtib/UrcU  Zkth&gi 
ffro8urt  C  8,  Navy  umdoftha  U.  S.  8%  Mohair/,. 

Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

t  {ft '  Morris  I«!<  -  •> .  18&4 . 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  I',  s.  ship  I  and  will 

report  to  Oommanderwflliam  Reynolds,  senior  officer  present  at  Port 
Koyal.  |S.  C.|,  for  the  command  of  the  I',  s.  s.  Mbha 
•peetfully,  your  obedient  sen 

J.  A.  Daiilgrex, 

V  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  V.  Ukozteb, 

I  .  8,  8A  ip  Vermont,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  i  'ribson,    U.   S.  Navy,  reouesthnj 

articles  needed 'for  tlu \qficimay  ofths  /".  \.  8,  Ckmkm, 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill. 
f{f  Mbrrit  Island,  J  ■<.  />''••>. 

Sue:  For  better  defense  from  toi  ml  I  I  make  provision  for 

the  destruction  of  men  and  boats  engaged  in  inch  assaults.  1  have 
to  request  that  the  Cb&A&lmnybe  supplied  with  the  following  arti 
cle.s,  viz: 

l'2-pounder  hov.  I  [  the  lightest  weight  possible  to  be  had, 

on  Held  earriagc-.  with  < muster  and  shrapnel  ammunition. 
A  calcium  light,  with  the  experts  necessary  for  manipulation. 
And  in  of   iron  outriggers  and  small  wire   rop«-.  of  whatever 

else  ma\  be  devised  leas  cumbersome  than  the  defenses  with  which  this 
•  I  i<  now  provided.     I  have  heard  described  •  plan  submitted 

Lieutenant-Commander  Simpson,  which  -rims  tome  stilliciently  well 
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adapted  to  the  requirements  of  tin  monitors,  in  view  of  tin*  pieket  and 
:  B©n  ice  demanded  of  them. 
1  have  tin-  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servant, 

William   QlBBQ 

Bear- Admiral  John  A.  Dab] 


Order  of  A'  Dahlgron,  l\  8.  A 

n"in<[.y  Meads.  U.  8.    >  <///"/  I .   v    v 

\orth  for  repair*  to  thai  '■■ 

Flau-Steamek  Philadelphia, 

Off  Mo%  '',  186 J^. 

Sin:  The   Beet  eoffineei  report-   rlmt   it    is  absolutely   necessary  to 
dock  the  -V  '  1"  mate   repairs,  und  recommends  that  she  be 

sent  north  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  therefore  prepare  tbe  vessel  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the 
passage  to  New  York,  ana  stop  here  on  your  way  tor  dispatches. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  \.  Dahlgben, 
''/.  South  Atlantic  Blocka  /uadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  K.  \V.  Meade.  Jr., 

\d\  Fori  Royal. 


8.  Na/w/y  com- 


ket   report  of  Lieutenant- 1  '< mama nder  Bunoe.  U. 
tnandina  U.  .V    v  fMiaddphna. 

U.  S.  8.  Philadelphia.  January  10,  /■" 
Sih    I  hare  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  1.  in  company 
irith  a  boat  from  the  &R»r,pp  ird  Charleston.    Thecal' 

Ughl  "t  tin-    Pauaie  prevent<'<1  further  operations.     On  my  return  I 
heard  plainly  the  sound  of  paddle  wheels,  close  inshorej  near  Sulli- 
van's Island.      I  fired  two  muskets,  which  were  immediately  answered 
l>y  the  outside  blockadersi 
At  3:80  a.  m.  I  returned  to  the  advance  picket  monitors. 
Verv  respectfully, 

F.  M.  In  n.  . 
TabhU  mint- 1  "'inlander. 
Hear  •Admiral  Jxo.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Co.  ■■"/{/>  Atlantic  Blockading  Sauadron. 


'"/./•  of  Rear- Adfn iri!  Dahlgrcn,   f\  S.    No* w,  to  !.'■•  ntenant- Com- 
for  Gibson  J ".  s.  Navy,  commanding  U,  a,  &  OaUSeSQ^  regard- 
■U*  requested  for  that  vessel. 

Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Otf  /■:// i  ml,  J  ;I,   186 J>. 

Sir:   Yours  of  the  8th  was  received  only  this  morning. 

I  ordered  two  howitzers  to  be  furnished  each  monitor  some  two  days 
ago.     If  this  has  not   been  done,  it  will  DA  attended  to  immediately. 
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The  li</lit  i"  pounder  howitzers  (of  480  pounds)  are  rely  scarce,  but  if 
there  are  any  on  hand  not  appropriated  yon  afaal]  save  them. 
fcssor  ( ir.mt.  has  been  instructed  to  furnish  each  monitor  with  a  ml- 
canm  light.     If  it  has  not  been  done,  the  Beet  captain  will  request  him 
to  visit  yum  Teasel  to-day  for  that  purpof 

I  hare  no  objection  whatever  to  provide  vou  with  ('apta'm  Simpson's 
wire  network.  There  is  nothing  of  the  kind  here,  however,  and  it 
must  be  ordered  from  the  North,  which,  nodoobt,  will  require  some 
time. 

The  rope  network  has  been  furnished  because  it  is  immediately 
available,  and  I  am  nndei  the  imp  thai  it  will  also  be  found  the 

best  for  the  present  object,  and  tor  the  facility  with  which  it  can  be 
replaced. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  T>aiilt.rf.\. 

Cbmdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguaa 

Lieutenant  Commander  William  Gibson, 

C'i  ,  ng  I .  s.  trondad  OaUkUL 


Report  of  'Lieutenant- Commander  Lure,  U.  8.  \  ■■;/  l»for- 

motion  obtained  from  primmer  taken  m  Wilmington  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Nantucket, 

Bfrt  Royal,  s.  /:.  ./,,„,„<,■,,  //.  ; 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  Inn- at  about  B  this 
p.  rn.,  having  l«-ft  Wassaw  Sound,  where  we  were  relieved  by  the 
Patapcco  ;it  6  this  morning. 

On  the  6th,  while  steaming  up  Wilmington  River,  the  H 
name  upon  a  small  oystering  party  from  tin1  rebel  picket  station  at 
Turners  Books,  abottl   i  miles    below  Thunderbolt.      A  -hell   from  the 

BO-pousder rifle  was  exploded  over  their  beads,  when  one  of  the  putty 
in  a  small  skitr.  being  far  behind  the  rest,  polled  on  hoard  and  ; 
himself  up  as  a  prisoner  of  war.     Bfl  proved  to  be  ayoung  Scotch- 
man, about  19  yean  of  age,  and  was  one  of  the  crew  who  came  over  in 
about  two  years  ago.    The  rest  of  the  party  escaped. 
David  afcDade,  the  prisoner,  gi-  ic  interesting  information, 

and  1  would  i  b  favor  if  yon  would  allow  m  m  as  the 

work  oti  elifl  H  ell  under  way,  to  run  up  to  Morris  Island  to  see 

you  on  the  Bubj< 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Li 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahi.okkn, 

Cmnmandlii'i  South  Atlantic  Blockading  squadron 


ftht  Secretary  »f  th,  Navy  to  Boa  tral  DaMgrm,  U.  S. 

■  ■>  him  with  absolute  authority  in  naval  operations  against 

('In 

Navi   Dbpabdobt,  Jamtary  u.  /*64. 
Sir:  The  Department  will  repent  to  you  the  substance  <>f  a  former 
lettei  undei  date  Septembei  12,  L868. 
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You  are  fully  authorized  to  take  all  Deeeasarj  measures  to  affect  the 

u,  including  the  removal  of  obstructions 
in  tin-  harbor  as  well  as  in  silencing  or  pacing  the  batteries  on  shi 
Of  the  plant  and  purposes  already   accomplished  or  In  proc 
mpliahment,  vou  are  better  informed  than  the  Deparan* 

lodge  and  decide  in  regard  to  the  prop  • 
which  may  be  submitted  to  you. 
ry  respectfully, 

(in>!  ion  Weli  i 

,  y  ,,f  fh.   Xavy, 

Kear-Admirul  J.   A.   Dahlwkkn. 

<l<  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  <  fayfartli 


Order  of  fiear-AdrrUral  Dahlgrm*  f  .   S.  Navy,  to  eommanden  "f 

ironclad*. 


■ 

Flao-Stkamvb  Phtladklfhi 
Off  Mbrrit  hland^  January  /.',  is<;'t. 

I  have  just  received  from  the  Navy  Department  the  documenJ 
herewith,     li  clearly  points  to  information  already  in  mv  > 
which  occasioned  the  order  No.  'i.  January  7.  and  oonhrma  I  be  pi  J 
the  precautions  therein  directed. 

Iu  addition  to  which,  I  think  it  will  be  well  to  lei  the  ironolada  lay 
nlongside  of  souk1  vessels  oi  less  importance,  such  as  the  store  \' 
guarding  one  side  completely.    Two -ion-  vessels  can  beam 
on  each    '  I    of  the  hinmde*. 

I  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  the  great  necessity  of  pi 
the  monitors  from  barm,  and  all  other  purposes  are  subordinate  to 

In  addition,  all  boats  thai  can  be  spared  will  be  ordered  in  at  night. 

John   A.   Daiiloukv 
Rear- Admiral.,  Comdg.  South  A-  Bloakading  Squadron, 

Commanders  of  Ironclads. 


••/  /,'■■>/  ?.  Navut  to  Conn   ■ 

■ 

Vi-SlKAMKK    I'llILxULLl'IITA, 

Off  M<> 

Sin:  You  arc  hereby  assigned  command  of  the  monitor  Gatsk&l,  and 
will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson  from  thai  duty,  he  being 
ordered  by  [he  Navy  Department  to  command  the  Nip 

lb-  will  remain,  however*  on  board  the  (  •'•/!-'//  for  a  week  or  ten 
days,  in  order  (<>  communicate  to  von  full  Information  in  regard  to  the 
Hilarities  of  the  vessel  and  its  management:  the  various  du  tie.-  par- 
formed,  especially  on  picket;  the  precautions  to  betaken  againsl  the 
attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  the  weather,  the  localities  frequented  by 
the  monitors,  channel  ways,  enemy's  batteries,  etc. 

He  will  also  transfer  to  you  the  several  orders  in  relation  to  the 
monitors,  and.  in  view  of  well-known  facts,  I  need  hardly  impress  on 
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you  the  extreme  importance  of  this  class  of  vessels;  they  are  the 

bulwark  of  the  Union  in  this  quarter. 

You  will  keen  me  informed  of  ovary  incident  m  connection  with  the 
dotiee  and  condition  of  ti  7/. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dablgren, 
R,<>i-A<lth'<i'tl,  Comdij.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  N.  B.  Harrison. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlqren,  IT.  S.  Nwmi.  Ing  the  Corir- 

federate  "Davids"  and  the  "Btver* 

No.  16.]  Flao-Steamer  Puiladelimiia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  January  lSy  186 b- 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  having  received  your  letter 
of  the  5th  instant,  eneU.i.»ing  one  from  Mr.  Haynes. 

The  Information  therein  contained  is,  I  doubt  not,  substantially 
correct  in  general. 

One  wcck  ago,  however,  two  deserters  made  known  to  me  the 
whole  project  more  in  detail,  continuing  much  that  I  had  previously 
suspected. 

It  seems  there  are  ten  "Davids"  building  in  Charleston,  similar  to 
that  which  torpedoed  the  L  ipieted  and 

ready  for  service;  the  others  are  in  different  stages  from  the  mere 
keel  to  a  more  adva  re. 

The  "Diver," is  she  is  called,  ia  also  ready,  and  with  the  original 
"David"  is  now  at  Mount  Pleasant.  [S.  C.J,  00  the  lookout  for  a 
chance. 

The  action  of  the  "Davids"  has  been,  of  course,  pretty  well  exem- 
plified on  the  Ironsides;  that  of  the  "Diver"  is  different,  as  it  is 
intended  to  submerge  completely,  get  under  the  bottom,  attach  the 
torpedo,  haul  off,  and  pull  trigger.  So  far  the  trials  have  been 
unlucky,  having  drowned  three  I  rewioi  17  men  in  all.  Still  she  does 
•  live,  as  one  of  the  <;  saw  her  pass  twice  under  the  bottom  of 

the  vessel  he  was  in  and  once  under  the  Chariaton,     The  "Diver" 
can  also  be  used  as  a  "  David."  -o  that  there  are  really  three  of  these 
idy  to  operate. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence  1  caused  additional  means  of  preven- 
tion io  be  need,  as  will  be  Been  by  copied  of  enclosed  orders,  and  the 

Department  may  be  assured  thai  if  am  of  our  monitors  are  injured  it 
will  not  he  for  tack  of  the  otmosl  vigilance. 

It    [|   Only  in  smooth   water,  and  when   the  tide  fa   slack,  that   any 

oent.    -V-  my  flagship  ia  disabled  in  the  rudder,  and 

has  therefore  to  remain  in  the  inlet,  I  leave  her  at  night,  go  aboard  ol 
somosteamei  is  the  loads,  and  paae  the  night  near  the  ironclads,  giv- 
ing my  own  personal  attention  to  their  condition.  Last  night  1  went 
up  to  the  advanced  monitor  about  9  o'clock.  It  was  an  ugly,  rainy 
night,  but  1  found  all  on  the  alert.      It  i*  inde.  to  approach 

an  ironebid.  as  they  fire  on  the  instant.  Besides  their  outriggers  and 
submerged  nettings,  the  water  in  advance  and  around  is  patrolled  by 
several  steam  tugs  and  a  number  of  cutters,  while  the  scout  lx>ats  are 
thrown  out  far  ahead. 
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If  those  who  so  ignorantly  or  basely  bb  to  persuade  the  public 

thut  the  man  re  are  Idle  could  witness  one  night  of  such  vigils, 

they  would  feel  disgraced  at  having  so  wantonly  traduced  the  oral 
and  men,  who  give  tbi  m    Ives  to  such  incessant  and  hard  service;  a 
liattle  would  be  far  preferable. 

There  is*,  no  doubt,  much  do  be  appro]  Erom  th<  -••  torpedoes, 

:ni<l  I  have  already  suggested  to  the  Department  isiveuaeoi 

similar  means.     I  again  respectfully  urge  on  your  oonsideretioE  the 
mast  prompt  resort  thereto;  nothing  batter  oould  lie  devised  for 
security  of  our  own  reesels  or  fox  bd  examination  of  the  enemy's 
position. 

The  length  <>f  these  torpedo  boats  might  he  about  40  feet,  and  5  to 
r,  with  a  bJgb*preasure  engine  that  will  drive  them  5 
knots.     It  i>  not  iiocjflBMiy  to  expend  muofa  finish  on  ti 

With  the  ample  meohaaical  means  of  tin-  North  it  seems  that  in  one 
month  five  or  six  could  be  gotten  into  sen 

Tin-  deserters  say  that  the  rebels  believe  their  batteries  will  do  uh 
much  damage  If  we  attack,  but  rely  chiefly  on  the  torpedoes  Bar  defense, 
and  apply  them  in  u  variety  of  waya,  at  the  bows  of  their  Ironclads, 
upon  tli'ir  ••  I  lavids,*'  u|m>ii  rafts,  win  h  i  m  \y  t*\x  of  the  t>0-pounders 
in  a  line,  and  even  their  small  boats  are  eanipped  ><•  receive  a  torpedo. 

1  regret  to  Hnd  that  the  strike  among  tne  meobanics  inferred  t..  i.\ 
the  Departmenl  December  8)  has  delayed  the  rom]>letion  of  the  moni- 
tors Onondaga^  TsoufnesA,  and  ('  •    •  n  beyond  the  date  (Jan - 
1)  anticipated  by  the  lV|«trtment  (December  '•'•). 

'fhey  will  1m>  very  welcome  when  thai  do  come. 

The  ,Vr'/< /■./>>'  and  Montaui  are  the  only  monitors  here  in  the 
hands  of  the  mechanics.     Hie  latter   requires  some  attention   to  DOT 

boilers,  which  are  rather  tender,  and  a  new  gun;  the  A  ■ 
requires  the  additions,  repairs,  etc. 

I  shall  be  ready,  however,  when  the  I  nicus,  Tecum- 

arrive. 
xeeterdaj  1  had  an  interview  with  the  agent  for  raising  the   We 
kantken.     Be  informs  me  that  he  i  nt:  as  rapidly  as  poesi 

with  the  work,  and  proposes  to  construct  ■  wooden  coffer,  so  as  to 
pnjnp  the  water  from  above  the  vessel  as  well  as  out.  of  her. 

The  folio  Wing  Statement  by  one.  of  the  deserters  is  of  interest:*  He 
is  a  mechanic  from  Michigan,  and  some  four  years  since  crossed  into 
Kentucky,  pursuing  his  vocation.  Moving  about,  he  at  last  found 
himself  in  A  la  I  •.•una,  driving  an  engine  on  the  railroad  from  Mont- 
gomery to  Mobile.  Forced  by  the  OODSCl  iption  to  bear  anus,  he  chose 
the  Navy  as  affording  better  chance  to  have,  i  to  (Miar!-- 

where  he  was  put  into  a  boat     Me.  with  twoothera,  watehed 
their  chance  for  two  month-.     It  Is  evident  that  nhen  the  rebali  are 
ipelled  to  use  such  men  a>  engineers  and  mechanics  to  pull  a  bow 
they  era  consuming  their  own  vital.*-. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jho.  a.  Dahlgbkm, 
Be>i  ral,  Comdg.  South  Athiutic  Blot'kadhuj  Squadron. 

Hon.  QroaoH  Woxn 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Na/vy,  requesting  an  increased 
number  of active  steamers  for  service  tn  his  command. 

No.  16£.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  13,  1863. 

Sir:  After  succeeding  in  deferring  the  return  of  the  Marblehead  for 
five  or  six  months,  1  am  compelled  to  yield  to  the  opinion  of  the  fleet 
engineer  and  allow  her  to  go  North  for  repairs  that  can  not  be  effected 
here.  It  appears  that  the  Flambeau  is  in  no  better  condition,  so  that 
four  steamers  are  taken  from  the  active  force  of  the  squadron,  viz, 
Marblehead,  Flamheau,  Potomska,  and  Mohawk,  which,  with  those 
under  repair  and  at  the  North,  make  a  deficit  of  sixteen  steamers. 

The  vessels  recently  received  are  the  Allen,  Perry,  Mangham,  and 
Acacia,  of  which  three  are  sailing  vessels,  thereby  compensating  but 
slightly  for  the  above-named  loss  of  force. 

This  is  exercising  a  serious  effect  on  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade, 
and  on  my  ability  to  strike  blows  at  different  points  when  the  oppor- 
tunity offers. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  this 
condition  of  the  force,  and  to  request  that  some  active  steamers  be 
sent  here,  with  at  least  one  first-class  side-wheel  steamer  for  towing 
monitors  in  passing  from  this  place  to  Port  Royal.  It  is  by  no  means 
advisable  to  trust  them  at  this  season,  with  the  best  assistance  that 
can  be  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- A<1  mi  rah  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/w  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  CoVmcot 'esses,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Saratoga. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  186%.. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  Saratoga  off  Charleston,  S.  C, 
and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  Geo.  M.  Colvocoresses, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Saratoga,  Delaware  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  mwmill  in  the  Big  Sat  ilia  River. 

U.  S.  Bark  Braziliera, 

St.  Andreid's  Sound,  Georgia,  January  H,  1864.. 
Sir:    *    *    *    On  the  night  of  the  31st  December,  I  went  with  the 
schooner  up  the  Big  Satilla  River  and  destroyed  the  Panama  steam 
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sawmill.     It  was   in  working  order,  used  as  a  picket  station,  and 
situated  about  25  miles  up  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Gdllespie, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,   to  Captain    Green, 
U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  enjoining  vigilance  against 
plans  of  the  enemy  for  the  destruction  of  the  Federal  fleet. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Inland,  January  15,  1861+. 

Sib:  The  Navy  Department  has  received  information  that  the  rebels 
have  a  plan  to  blow  up  this  fleet,  and  considers  it  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  inform  me  thereof. 

I  can  hardly  think  that  the  design  would  extend  beyond  the  iron- 
clads that  constitute  the  inner  blockade,  for  the  outer  vessels  are 
distant  and  difficult  of  access. 

Still,  it  would  be  unwise  to  omit  anv  proper  precautions,  and  I 
therefore  advise  that  you  will  take  such  measures  as  may  suffice  to 
defeat  any  attempt  of  the  kind. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  the  directions  prescribed  to  the  iron- 
clads. You  can  use  these  or  whatever  else  may  seem  more  adaptable 
to  the  purpose. 

Let  this  be  circulated  among  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  outside 
for  their  guidance. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad?'on. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua,  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston  Bar. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  calling  the  Depart- 
ments attention  to  the  depleted  condition  of  the  force  under  his 
command. 

No.  18.]  Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  15,  1S6/+. 

Sir:  The  Department's  letter  of  January  7  has  been  received  by 
the  Massachusetts,  stating  that  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Bermuda  gives 
information  from  a  source  he  thinks  is  reliable  that  the  blockade  run- 
ners then  at  that  port  would  attempt  to  run  into  Charleston  instead  of 
Wilmington. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  guard  against  them,  and  at  the  same  time  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  return  of  January  1,  by 
which  it  will  be  perceived  that  twenty-two  vessels  of  the  force  under 

n  w  r— vol  15 16 
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my  command  are  sailing  vessels,  and  there  are  sixteen  steamers  unavail- 
able, being  under  repair,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

January  15,  186^.. 


Vessel. 


Station. 


Remarks. 


*Mangham 

Seneca 

•Blunt 

Canandaigua  .. 
Housatonfc  — 

Nipric 

Acacia 

Allen 

•Hope 

New  Ironsides  . 
Weehawken  ... 

Passaic 

Lehigh 

Nahant 

Catskill 

South  Carolina. 
Philadelphia. . . 

Home :... 

•Adams 

•8upply 

•Ward 

Iris 

()c  milium 

Clover 

Jonquil 

Daffodil 

McDonough  ... 

Pawnee 

Cimarron 

•Williams 

•  Racer 

Paul  Jones 

•Kingfisher 

♦Wildcat 

Chippewa 

•Vermont 

•  Houghton 

Ironsides 

•Valparaiso — 

Carnation 

Larkspur 

Rescue 

Pcttit 

DalChing 

Mahaska 

Patapsco 

Wissahickon . . . 

Memphis 

•Fcrnandina  .. 

Lodona 

Huron 

•Smith 

Paul  Jones,  jr.. 


MurrcH'8  Inlet . 

Georgetown 

Bull's  Bay 

Charleston 

....do 


Stettin 

•Brarlllera 

•Para 

•  Perry 

•Midnight 

Ottawa 

Norwich 

•Norfolk  Packet. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

....do 

do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

Light-House  Inlet 

Stono 

....do 

do 

....do 

North  Edisto 

St.  Helena 

do 

Port  Royal 

do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Tybee  Island 

do 

Wassaw  Sound 

....do 

Ossabaw 

St.  Catherine's 

Sapelo 

■  Doboy  

Altamaha 

....do 

Hampton  River,  Georgia. 

St.  Simon'R 

St.  Andrew's 

Fernandlna 

....do 

Nassau  Sound 

St.  John's 

....do 

Mosquito  [Inlet.] 


Outside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


•Sailing  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  16,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Vessels. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Repairing. 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Laid  up  to  go  North  for  re- 
pairs. 

North  for  repairs* 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Weaver, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Winona. 

Navy  Department,  January  16, 1861+. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Winona  off  Charleston  and  report 
to  Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Verj'  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Winona,  Baltimore. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Chief  of  Bureau 
of  Construction  and  Repair,  requesting  additional  boats  for  the 
squadron. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  January  16,  1864- 
Sir:  In  scouting  at  night  the  inner  harbor  of  Charleston  the  best 
boats  that  can  be  selected  from  the  different  vessels  are  unable  to 
penetrate  to  desired  points,  because  they  are  encountered  by  the  rebel 
picket  boats,  and  have  not  sufficient  speed  to  pass  them. 

Will  vou  please  to  let  me  have  at  the  earliest  moment  at  least  three 
boats  or  the  greatest  possible  speed,  one  pulling  two  oars  and  two 

E  idling  four,  five,  or  six  oars,  as  the  builder  may  choose;  a  larger  may 
e  added  if  you  think  proper. 
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I  should  ulso  like  to  halftone  or  more  torpedo  boats  buill  foil- 
ilic  plan  of  those  used  by  tl  iich,  from  description,  ere  K) 

11  f- rt  1 .  - r i ._. . ;.  to  «;  in  diameter  anridahrpe  end  tapei  nth  ends 

like  a  cigar;  tin-  engines  high  pressure,  ana  capable  of  duns  ing  the  boal 
be  hour. 

The  Upper  portion  of  the  hull  is  alone  above   tin-  watvr,  ami 
ppar  edge  of  which  b  L8  inches  or  2  feel  above  the  w 
line. 

Four  poisons  are  to  be  accommodated  in  the  open  space  marke  I  bj 
the  baton,  and  here  the  Bres  are  fed  and  1  ■  .orked. 


At  the  Ton'  end  lea  bar  tor  a  torpedo,  at  the  other  the  propel] 
Ihavethehonortobe,  ?erj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

J.  A.  DaHLGRI 
h  At  hint!  'droit. 

Joan  Lmhthall,  E 

<'>'<'>/ of  B'  Deporkn 


<  1  rder  of  Rear- Admiral  Pahlqi;  //.   ('.    $.   A'-  >iiinj  (h> j/r 

6QU  I  •  •'//. 

1    I    \>. -StKAMKK  PlUI.AnKl.l'IIIA. 
Off 

Commanding  officers  of  vessels  Bending  boats  for  picket  dutv   will 
attend  strictly  to  their  proper  equipment  for  that  service,  and  I 
should  be  in  before  leaving  ti  Is  with  reference  to  the 

following  poutts: 

To  see  the  men  properly  armed;  that  they  have  a  boal  compa 
red  lantern  with  a  cover;  lead  line;  the  oars  properly  muffled;  b  night 
glass;  a  tarpaulin  to  oover  arms,  and  at  lcasi  twenty  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition. Launches  should  have  anchors:  in  bad  weather,  awninge; 
una)!  boats,  grapnels  and  awnings:  tack  hammer  and  tacks,  with  can- 
m  sheet  lead  to  stopahot  Boies;  greased  oakum  should  also  l>e 
supplied;  oar]  in  large  bos 

rhe  arms  should  be  dischi  eachnij         orvice  at  a  target, 

ig  the  men  an  opportunity  for  practice  in  the  use  of  their 
arm.-. 

The  bar  will  -en, I   jM  two  .rows  for  each  boat, 

to  Quarter  on  board  the  John  the 

WiU  1  tithe  v'77'/v;  the  Horn  onboard  the 

Tin'  craws  may  be  changed  weekly,  by  order  of  the  commanding 
officers  <»f  their  vessels. 

John  A.    I  en, 

/«'.  or  .  Ufa  'Il  Aitan  ■»». 
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ofth*  $loop   \//>n'-  Thompson, St.  •  I 
January  /'.".  1864. 

Eoport  of  Acting  Jdattor  Motet,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  D.  8.  bark  Foruandina. 

l\  S.  Bark  FnHHAHDDTA, 

Si  s,  »/,.</. 

I  bare  the  bono]  10H  the  capture  of  :i  sloop  unde 

,..||.i\\  ing  circumstances: 

On  Saturday,  16th  instant*  at  IS: 60  p.  m..  d  maal 

over  Millikeo  £  Island.  5  miles  distant  from  this  ship;  directly  after, 
saw  a  pit « «•  ...f  ii.r  mainsail  hoisted.     I  Immediately  seat  tin-  first  cut- 
ter in  chase  hy  second  and  third  cutters,  all   in  charge 
Acting  Ensign  C.  Flood.     After  a  two  hour-'  oha  ted  and  took 

in  ut'  hero  half  mile  below  the  town  of  Sunbury  and  7  miles 
listanf  from  this  ship.    She  proved  to  1h>  the  sloop  A 
about 45  tons  burden,  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  i  oargo 
consisting  <»t'  38  bales  of  cotton,  10  boxes  of  tobacco,  and  l'.">  barrels 
of  spirits  of  turpentine.    She  attempted  to  run  oat  on  Friday  night. 

but  grounded  in  nfflliken        i    k,  when  the 
pilot  left  her  in  the  I  mat  for  Si  iribnry,  taking;  all  papers  ana  nautical 
instrument  belonging  to  her.     When  boarden,  there  were  two  passen- 
gers, J.  G.  Co]  i  Beery,  citi/i as  of  Savannah,  (in.;  two  of 

the  Crew,  (i.  King  of   Halifax.  Nova  Scotia,   and   Charles   Norman,  a 

le,  who  were  endeavoring  to  escape  with  the  sloop,  but  finding 

the  boats  in  chase  and  escape  impossible,  anchored  her  and  set  a  white 

Enclosed  please  tindacopy  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  Flood's  report 

ne.     I  have  placed  her  In  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  :  i  d.  with 

orders  to  proceed  to  Port  Koyal  and  report  to  Hear- Admiral  John  A. 

EDahi 
\'ei;  full] .  your  obedient  sen 

BDWABD    BfttiSBS, 
Acting  Jf (/."'*  r.  Comma* 
Hon.  l!niK(i\  W'y.i 
(Secretary  of  th*  Xai'y,Wat*hirujti 


Import  of  Acting  Enaiga  Flood,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  U.  B.  bark  Fernandina. 


l\  S.  Hakk  Feknandin 
St.  (kctheri  1864. 

.  i  'n  the  L6tb  instant,  al  I  p.  m.,   d  obedience  to  yom  orders,  1 
started  from  the  ship  with  the  first  cotter  and  so  armed  a  i  ji  .  tht 

ond  and  third  following,  all  under  my  command,  in  the  direct! A 

Sunbury,  to  capture  b  mood  tin  t  sail,  .some  '6  mil 

e  place,  apparently  endeavoring  to  reach  shore.     At  8;lfi  p.m. 
rded  and  too*  possession  of  her  as  a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  bark  /■• . . 

I  learned  that  Bhe  had  been  deserted  by  her  captain  and  pilot 
night  previous,  having  run  aground  in  Milfiken's  (feck,  theynav* 
ing  taken  with  them  all  papers  and  nautical  instruments  belongn 
bar,  leaving  on  hoard  two  passengers  and  two  of  the  crew,  who  ••• 
endeav<  I  to  Sunbury;  but,  finding  escabe  Lmpoasi 

iile,  lowered  their  sails  and  anchored  within  half  a  mile  oi  the  town. 
The  crew  and  passengers  also  informed  me  that  tfa  ivored  to 

OUl  I       I  I     lay  night,  L5th  instant,  hound  to    ' 

sisiiug  of  8c  to,  to  boxes  of  tobacco,  and  SB   ban*! 
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spirits  of  turpentine.     1  immediatolj  got  li'-r  underway  Bad  p 
toward  the  snip,  she  being  then  8  mllee  distant,  when-  I  Arrived  at 

«J  a.  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  year  most  obedient  servant, 

( 'mcisroriiKi;   Fm>oi>. 

Acti  I '.  8.  .v 

\  ■lin«r  Master  EdWABD   Mom  s 


lg  Master  M)\VAKl>    Moms. 

Una  ( ■  8.  Bark  rernamdina. 


Report  of  Acting  Vut«r  Child*,  U.  8.  Navy,  or  the  D.  8.  bark  Fernandina. 

I'.  S.  S.  i'anaM'Aim  a. 
Off  Okan  $.  < ..  February  /■;.  t 

Sn;:  I  him-  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  Information  of  the  Navy 
Department  the  following  statement  relating  t"  the  capture  of  the 
rebel  sloop  AmvieTh  :ii  8t.  Catherine^  8ound,  Georgia,  on 

L6th  day  <>f  January,  [864,  by  the  V .  s.  bark  /  to  which 

I  i  was  attached  at  the  time  ai  i  cecntive  offi<  i 

On  tin-  !»tli  nt  January  Acting  Master  K.  Moses,  commandis 
/■'</.■  went  i"  Sapelo  Sound,  a  distance  of  lti  or  14-  mil< 

injr  me  in  oommand  of  his  ship. 

On  the  I  * st  1 1  of  January  I  discovered  a  vessel  apparently  making  an 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  and  fitted  onl  two  boats,  in  chargi 
Acting  Bnsign  (  .  Blood,  who  captured  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be 
the  sloop  .1  mpton,  bound  bo  Nassau.     1  then  sent  a  boat  to 

Bapelo  Bound  to  inform  Acting  Siastei  Moses  of  the  capture,  and  on 
his  return  made  to  him  a  statement  of  my  proceedings  during 
absence. 

In  making  his   report  <>f  the  Capture  t<>  the    Department  he  claimed 
all  the  credit  of  capturing  the  vessel,  nol  mentioning  my  name  at  all, 
and   implying  that   he  was  instrumental   in  making  the  captui      v.  i.n 
ut  the  time  Tie   was  at   Sapelo  Sound  and    had   been  absent    from 
command  seven  days. 

I  would  respectfully  add  that  I  make  this  statement  only  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the.  service  and  Justice  i"  myself. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei  pant, 

Acting  Matter,  U.  S.  JV 
n.  Gxraas  \N  kli.es, 
fib  ft!,.  .\  It.  C. 


Order  of  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston  to  Acting  Ensign  Flood,  U.  S.  Vary,  to  proceed 
to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  tho  prise. 

r.  s.  Skip  Vbbjwht, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  6.  <■■  February  .";,  t8$4. 
You  will  pro  Philadelphia,  per  Manaohufette,  with  i  argo 

Of  prize  sloop      \uui>    '[';,■  \    n-poit    to  commandant    of   Phila- 

delphia naw  yard,  district  judge,  and  prize  oommij 
Very  respeotfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.m.  Reynolds, 
•v.  •    /   Officer  Prwoat. 

Acting  Ensign  Cubistopiieu  Flood,  I'.  S.  Navy, 

l'r  K>p  An  n  ie  Thompson. 


_ 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Williamson,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag. 

Navy  Department,  January  18,  1864- 
Sib:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with 
her  off  Charleston.  S.  C,  and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahl- 
gren  for  duty  in  tne  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  J.  C.  Williamson, 

Coinmanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Boston. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  t/te  commandant  of  navy  yard, 
New  York,  regarding  U.  S.  S.  Sweet  Brier. 

Navy  Department,  January  21, 186£. 
Sib:  Order  the  Sweet  Brier  to  proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to 
Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy-  Yard,  New  York. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Da/dgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
regarding  affairs  in  Savannah  River. 

No.  28.]  Flag-Steameb  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  21, 1864.. 

Sib:  I  enclose  copy  of  a  report  from  the  commander  of  the  Unadilla, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  last  paragraph,  exhibiting  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Savannah. 

It  concurs  with  the  statements  of  other  deserters  whom  I  have 
lately  examined,  and  shows  clearly  the  straits  to  which  rebeldom  is 
reduced.  They  are  becoming  suspicious  not  only  of  the  foreigners, 
but  also  of  the  tendency  of  North  Carolina. 

Three  soldiers  that  I  send  north  by  the  Massachusetts  came  in  a  few 
days  since  from  Lucas's  battalion,  which  is  represented  as  one  of  the 
best  in  the  rebel  service.  They  say  that  numbers  would  leave  if  it 
were  not  for  the  danger,  notwithstanding  which  the  desertions  are 
numerous.  I  think  it  would  be  of  use  to  treat  well  all  those  who 
leave,  and  have  stress  laid  on  it  in  the  papers.  The  Herald  is  most 
suitable,  because  it  finds  its  way  into  the  rebel  lines  by  some  means  or 
other,  and  the  certainty  of  success  in  desertion  and  of  good  treatment 
afterwards  would  insure  a  rapid  emigration  of  the  soldiers  who  were 
not  very  rabid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


1  b  tonuflkj 

l'.  S.  S.  Tnadi: 
Tyhe  Soadt,  G't'iyui,  January  t 

Admiral:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  if  Fort 
Pulaski  on  the  i-yili  Instant  of  ton  de  rom  the  n  be)  Army,  nil 

nth.  but  several  of  whom  have  been  for  many  year?  n 
-  in  the  South. 
They  were  from  Fort  Cheever  [Cbeves:  uMavaJ  Battery"],  on  tine 
Savannah  Hivcv.  opposite"  Fort  Jaokson,  an  earthwork  defei  i  en 

guiu    fi\ e  SB-pounders,  Bmoothbored^  and  two  5-inch  Blakely  rifled 
w. 
They  represenl  the  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  River  as  being  of 
rather  a  formidable  character,  consisting  of  heavy  piles,  closely  u 

cted,  with  armed  abntmentfl  extending  on  the  approach  boo 
to  seaward.  These  itretch  across  the  ohannel  below  cart  Jackson, 
with  percussion  torpedoes,  irhicfa  have  been  moored  about  :j  feet  below 
the  surface  at  low-water  mark  with  great  eare  and  secrecy.    Above 

these,  and  eroding  the  channel  way  near    Mnckav's  Point,  Ifi  a  BQCOnd 

line  of  piles,  driven  in  the  form  of  iqnares  and  filled  in  their  areas  with 
stones,  bricks,  and  other  Bolld  substances. 

The  deserters  state  that  there  arena  irpedoes  arranged  for 

explosion  by  means  of  galvanlo  batteries,  and  that  there  are  d in 

tin-  Wilmington  B  Very  recently,  however,  the  rebels  have  been 

planting  these  engines  of  aestraetion  in  St.  Augustine  Creek,  in 
expectation  of  an  attack  by  fin'  way  of  Wilmington  River.  Their 
of  the  armament  and  garrison  of  Thunderbolt  lottery  agree 
with  those jgiven  by  deserters  heretofore  examined.  The  tire  of  five 
guns  can  be  concentrated  on  a  passing  vessel  from  that 
battery.  The  magazines  of  Thunderbolt  and  Cbeever  [Chaves]  are 
quite  exposed.    Their  descriptions  of  the  nun  8avam»"l>  and 

the  stocks  at  Savannah  without  armor  coincide  with  the  reports  of 
>rs  already  given  you.    The  armor  plating  is  expected  from  abroad, 
though  efforts  are  being  made  to  fabricate  it  at  the  iron   works  in 
Atlanta. 

There  have  been  no  arrivals  ut  or  departures  from  this  port  for  a 
long  time.     A  schooni  r  hi     been  watching  an  opportunity  to  run  oat, 
but  has  abandoned  the  attempt  as  bnaardoua     No  rafts,  boats,  orbarj 
are  being  built  at  Savannah;  disaffection  prevails  among  the  military 
and  naval  forces  al  that  station;  desertions  from  both  services  are 

quentj  foreigners  in  A riuy  and  Xa\  \  art-  regarded  with  such  suspicion 

that  none  of  them  are  permitted  to  guard  the  outposts,  and  are  at  all 
tunes  kept  under  surveillance;  tin  mscfplina  is  harsh  and  oppressive 
and  rations  scanty»snd  among  the  people  both  in  the  city  ana  country 
about  U  tin  re  Lb  great  poverty  and  destitution. 

Two  Sasannah  era  of  the  nth  and  ii'th  instant  brought  by 

these  men,  which  J  could  not  obtain,  shuu  a  despondency  as  to  their 

cause,  which  i-  significant.     The  rule  of  tin- Confederacy,  according  to 

insertion*  of  th<—  desertexSj  is  an  evil  only  to  be  endured  because 

of  the  usability  of  the  people  to  oppose  or  escape  from  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

A.  W.  Johnson, 
L',.  <i f.  ,fiht ■  Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahlgren.  U.  s.  Navy, 

I  mite  Blockading  Fleet. 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival 
at  Charleston,  8.  C.,  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Camelia. 

No.  32.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  21,  186k 
Snt:  I  take  occasion  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Camelia  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  has  been  detailed  for  duty  at 
this  anchorage, 
I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  XT.  S.  Navy,  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Department  to  defective  material  \n  the  monitors. 

No.  34.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  22,  186£. 

Sib:  I  am  compelled  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  a 
serious  defect  in  the  material  of  the  turret  pinion  wheels  of  the 
monitors. 

They  are  made  of  cast  iron,  and  their  teeth  give  way  very  unex- 
pectedly. 

As  tKis  disables  the  battery  of  the  vessel  for  the  time,  it  is  incon- 
venient under  any  circumstances,  and  in  action  would  be  most  serious. 

It  is  just  reported  that  three  teeth  of  the  Patamco's  pinion  broke 
yesterday;  the  pinion  of  the  Lehigh  was  disabled  in  the  same  way 
yesterday. 

On  a  former  occasion  the  Weehawken  and  another  monitor  met  with 
a  like  accident. 

It  would  be  well  to  have  this  corrected  in  the  monitors  now  build- 
ing, and  new  pinions  forwarded  for  those  in  service.  They  should 
not  be  of  cast  iron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Adm  iral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Batch,   U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  two  torpedoes 
secured  in  the  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  January  22,  186k 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  ship  has  in  the  last 
two  days  fished  up  two  more  torpedoes  in  the  Stono  River.  They 
were  anchored  directly  in  the  channel,  and  from  their  position  I  think 
it  very  probable  that  this  ship  passed  over  them  during  her  lastrecon- 
noissance,  as  also  the  Cimarron.     Although  ingeniously  made,  they 
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•found  to  have  the  powder  injured  by  letting  in  water  through 
the  packing  of  the  plungers;  The  report  in  relation  to  the  torpedoes 
by  the  three  leeerten  nrhich  I  took  op  to  you  a  few  days  sinoe 

BXBOt,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  good  faith. 

1  am,  wvy  iv-,|>.Tt  fully.  yoOT  Obedient  -ervant, 

Geo.  B.  Balqh, 

loai -Admiral  J.  A.  DaKLQE 

.  South  A  lllurkdtj.  Sgttadron,  off '  Morri 


Order oflhar-Admdral  iKiUiji-,,,.  17.  nj,U>Gm  ighr 

U.  S.  \,n-,f.  com  I  to  block- 

ade duty  at  TytHX;  On, 

FLAO-STBAMEB    PHILADELPHIA. 

Otfl£o\  tf0& 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  reesel  under  your  command  to  Tybee  and 
ueamfi  the  dlrectioD  of  the  blockade  of  that  port.     LdeutenanJ  I  tan 
muuder  Chaplin  will  give  you  such  information  as  he  may  have  regard- 
ing .your  duties.     You  will  stop  at  I'ort  Royal  on  your  way  down  for 
stores,  eta 

Seepeetfufiy,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobhn, 
R<ai --Ad iii iral '.  Oomdg,  South  Atlanta  Blmkdy.  .s./amhim. 

Commander  J.  B.  Ckeioiiton. 

ding  IT.  S.  &    tfuhewka. 


Ettt  Rtvr-Admtral  Dahlgren  ?>>(/<■  th    .\ 

rega  toil. 

Charleston  Roai>s.  January  #£,  186Jf. 

My  Dear  Sii::  1  am  very  glad  to  receive  your  note*  of  tin-  '.Mh,  and 
to  perceive  that  the  onerous  cares  of  office  had  borne  so  lightly  on 
yon. 

It  would  have  been  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able 
to  present  my  self  to  you  port  thai  the  work  here  had  been  con- 

oluded  by  our  possession  of  Charleston. 

Hut  you  have  the  record  before  you  and  know  that  it  has  not,  t>een 
possible. 

.Mr.  Fox  tells  me  in  a  note  that  the  four  new  monitor.-;  will  be  reftdj 
aUmt  the  l-i  of  .March,  at  which  time  an  effort  cm  be  made  with  the 
ten  to  occupy  the  LoWCT  barboi  and  to  make  a  push  al  the  Upper. 

liut  even  to  begin,  there  ihould  be  some  modification  of  the  injunc- 
tion, that  it  must  besuoce  -nil,  Thcoperai  necessarily  in  the 
nature  of  an  experiment,  a-  untried  forces  are  to  come  in  collision. 

The  general  character  of  Fort  JohnsOD  I  know,  and  the  gun-,  mounted 
on  it,  but  so  much  will  depend  on  cireum-tanet «  that  no  precise  result 
can  DO  assured.     The  chance-  Bar  in  our  favor  that  I  may  rea 

able  expect  to  inflict  severe  damage,  with  no  greal  tOBB.      1  may  do  all 
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that  is  required  and  can  not,  at  the  worst,  sustain  such  loss  as  to 
endanger  what  was  h< 

If,  therefore,  you  will  consent  to  the  trial,  1  hope  that  you  will  not 
be  disappointed  in  the  result, 

I  will  immediately  Bet  about  a  report  on  the  m  d  will  for- 

ward it  as  soon  as  possible.    He public  are  kept  iii  the  dark  by  the 
nnprinoipled  scribblers  thai  pervert  every  fact,  and  it  i.^  to  be  bunen 
that  Congress  will  trammel  the  Administration  by  enquiries  that  do 
no  good  and  much  harm. 

1*1  ease  rememlH-r  me  to  my  kind  friend,  Mi>.  \\  tll«-,  and  Im?  assured 
that  tn»  one  better  knows  and  appreciates  the  high  and  steadfast   pur- 
pose with  which  you  hold  the  even  tenor  of  your  way  than  myself. 
With  the  greatest  regard,  l  am.  most  truly,  youi 

Jno"  A.  Daielgren. 

Hon.   (rlDFAiN    Will 

Sea  jthe  2/om 


rom  Jitar-A  Dahiqren,    U.  S.  Nary,  to   th-   Attrietant 

retary  of  tf»   Navy,  regard  ndtoion  of  affaire  qf  Gk 

ton,  8.  C. 

I    HARLK8TON    ROADS.  January  22,  186^. 

Ml  DEAB  Fox:  Your  note*  of  the  12th  January  came  very  accept 
ably.    [  will  make  a  report  on  the  monitors  ibfoj  but 

do  not  suppoM- that  I  am  idle  he.ause  no  Wattle-;  arc  fought;  on  the 
contrary,  the  hlocka<lc  l>y  four  monitors  of  such  a  place  as  this,  and 
the  determined  intentions  of  the  re Ix  with  torpedoes.  Keep 

all  eyes  open.    The  monitors  have  submerged  nets  love  and  aft,  and 

the  whole  -pace  in  front  of  them  is  patrolled  by  tugs  and  cutters.  I 
am  always  on  hand  myself  after  nfflSSt.  It  IS  a  faithful  and  most 
trying  work  for  the  monitors,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  a  battle  would 
be  a  relief  to  us  all,  to  none  more  than  myself. 

Of  ironclads  1  ought  to  know  something,  having  been  in  action  on 
board  the  ironsides  and  monitors,  never  mining  a  regular  action.  I 
certainly   ought   tn   be  a   gunner,  and  think   I    understand  the  whole 

rebel  defense.     As  for  pergonal  considerations,  my  flag  has  always  led. 

But,  my  dear  Fox.  you  must  modify  that  condition  of  BS 
indispensable.     No  man  wit li  BUoh  ne  nts  in  conflict  can  pun n 

ise  to  be  surely  sooeessfu I ,  Hut  I  can  promise  to  go  in  with  every 
reasonable  prospect  of  giving  the  rein  the  Worst  oi  it.  and,  if  I  do  not, 
to  haul  oil  with  no  loss  that  will  jeopard  what  we  have  gained. 

This  would  be  a  legitimate  orierution:  at  the  same  time  it  should  be 
subordinated  to  whatever  the  Department  thinks  best. 

First,  at  this  moment  comes  a  report  from  the  Put<>j>^>'.  at  Wassaw, 

that  three  of  the  pinion  teeth  are  broken;  yesterday  the  Lehwh  repot 
u  like  accident,  and  the  same  has  occurred  two  or  three  times  before 
to  other  monitor--.     Then   Ls  not  the  lea>t  necessity  I  it  would 

be  disabling  in  action.  Do  press  on  Ericsson  that  this  should  be 
avoided. 

There  i-,  a  Btrong  disposition  to  desert  from  the  rebels,  and  it  should 
lie  encouraged. 
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The  report  on  the  monitors  will  in-  made  up  with  as  I 

lilr. 

With  uiy  best  wishes  for  yourself  and  Mrs.  Fox. 
I  am,  most  truly. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Order  of' 7t>"<  A>/>  Mgren^  / '.   8 

Gamble,  XT.  &  ht  tf*  A 

Fi.ao-Stkamkk  Philaoku-hia.   JihuaryHS,  J86£. 

Sin:  Von  will  proceed  to  Port  Royal   in  the  U.  S.  S.  MaJia*ka, 

Commander  .1.  B.  Creighton,  and,  on  your  arrival  there,  report  to 

Commander  William  Reynolds,  commanding  naval  depot|  tor  the  enm- 

mand  of  the  V.  S.  S.   WieeahtcXxm,  relieving  Lieutenant-Commander 

rge  Baron  in  his  command  of  thai  \»'<s<d. 

Respectfully,  yoorobedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  DaITLORKN. 

8*  C'undg,  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Sgwubvn* 

Lieuteuaut-Couimuudcr  Wm.  [M.  |  <  i  amble, 

5l   lV.  _Y-  w  /.■• 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dafdaren,  U.  S.  Ndvy^t  denty 

regarding  the  condition  'raoffCh  .  S.  C. 

PlAO-StMAMBB  PBXLADEI.riHA, 

Mjortie  hiond,  s  roUno^  January  2$,  .1 

My  Dear  Sik:  Captain  LAVesder  arrived  duly  with  your  note,*  ■■■ 
it  nm.'li  pleased  to  receive,  and  gave  il  my  immediate  attention. 
re  seems  to  me  no  objection  to  a  trial  oi  his  project,  and  I  beg 
leave,  therefore,  to  i  od  that  Bach  be  made  at  some  navy  yard 

under  the  eyeot  one  or  in  erienced  persons. 

It,  would  be  almost  impossible  t<>  make  the  machine  here,  as  material 
and  mechanics  are  already  unequal  to  the  daily  pressing-  wear  and 
tear  of  the  i  I  the  squadron. 

[sent  home  03  the   •■  setts  a  bar  taken  from  the  obstructions 

that  were  broken  away  by  the  winter  freshets,  from  which  yon 
form  some  Idea  of  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  by  the  rehele  on  the 
defease. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  as  well  informed  as  myself  of  the  state  of  affaire 

Four  monitors  hold  possession  of  all  the  avenues  of  communi* 

ration  to  the  «.-it  v .  interdicting  absolutely  all  access  to  it.  so  that  neither 

men,  or  in,  noi  can  cotton  get 

out  to  pay  for  them. 

i  ion  and  i  ommunicationfl  of  the  trooi 
secured  against  <!»<•  enemy's  ironclad:  ■  in  New  Sorb  or  Phila- 

delphia. 

The  city  of  ( Sharleeton  i-  converted  into  a  ramp,  and  20,000  or  -■ 
of  their  best  troop-  are  kept  in  abeyance  in  the  vicinity,  to  guard  against 
all  possible  con ti  .  bo  that  2,000 of  our  men  in  the  fortifications 

of  Morris  and  Folly  kalai  B  few  ironclads,  are  rendering 

invaluab 
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When  the  additional  means  shall  have  arrived,  by  which  I  may  be 
able  to  do  more  without  the  risk  of  advantages  so  great,  no  man  in  the 
country  will  be  more  happy  than  myself  to  plant  the  flag  of  the  Union 
where  you  most  desire  to  see  it. 

With  the  strongest  personal  regard  for  yourself,  and  profound 
respect  for  the  exalted  office  which  you  so  ably  occupy, 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahloren. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  instruc- 
tions regarding  the  disposition  of  refugees. 

No.  41.]  Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  #6',  1864.. 

Sib:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  communication  just  received 
from  the  commanding  officer  at  Port  Royal : 

The  Oleander  arrived  this  evening  from  the  southward  with  over  100  refugees,  fifty 
odd  of  whom  were  whites — men,  women,  and  children — from  the  upper  part  of  the  St 
John's  River,  who  have  fled  to  avoid  the  conscription,  and  delivered  themselves  up  to 
the  blockading  vessels.  The  rest  are  contrabands  from  various  places,  many  of  them 
old  men,  women,  and  children;  also  one  white  woman,  sent  up  by  the  Braziliera  as 
a  dangerous  person. 

Not  having  any  place  which  could  lx»  allotted  them,  I  have  asked  the  authorities 
at  Hilton  Head  to  receive  them,  and  they  are  preparing  a  place  for  them  and  will 
receive  them  in  the  morning. 

A  hundred  more  are  reported  at  the  St.  John's,  awaiting  an  opi>ortunity  for  this 
place. 

In  the  same  letter  he  reports  the  arrival  of  8  deserters  from  Fort  McAllister.  They 
have  nothing  new  or  important  to  communicate. 

Two  of  them  were  in  Fort  McAllister  during  the  bombardment  last  year  by  our 
gunboats  and  monitor,  and  both  say  the  only  damage  done  was  one  gun  dismounted 
and  the  major  killed. 

They  state  that  a  rumor  is  in  circulation,  though  they  can  not  vouch  for  ita  cor- 
rectness, that  the  soldiers  of  Bragg's  army  were  corresponding  with  the  soldiers  on 
the  coast,  in  relation  to  throwing  down  their  arms  and  disbanding. 

The  Department  will  perceive  from  the  foregoing  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  refugees  and  deserters  are  now  coming  in. 
Please  to  instruct  me  what  disposition  to  make  of  them. 
My  general  practice  now  is  to  turn  them  over  to  the  military 
authorities. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Miller, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sangamon. 

Navy  Department,  January  #7,  1861*. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  ironclad  steamer  Sangamon  to  Port 
Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty. 
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The  r.  s.  S.  WackussU  will  accompany  the?  Sangamon,  and  tow  h< 
and  afford  other  assistance  when  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

Gideon  Wki.i.ks, 
Secretary  of  No 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.   N.   Mili.kk. 

Command  in';  [pro  tern.)  U.  S.  S.  Sangamtm*  Philadelphia. 

Order  of  Om  oldt,  U.  S.  Navy*  to  Commamhr  0oo\ 

l\  a,    V,///.  com  /  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma*  to  proceed  to  hlockade 

duty  at  Otsaoaw,  Ga. 

U.  S.  Sun'  Vkhmont, 
fa*,  A  IK,  Jo,,„ary  28,  t 
Sra:  You  will  dpi  ith  the  I  .  s.  s.  Sonoma-  to  Ossabaw  and 

relieve  the  Memphis  la  the  blockade  at  that  point  until  the  receipt  of 
further  order.-,   receiving   from    Lieutenant -Commander  Eastman  all 
information  in  respeol  to  the  situation  at  Ossabaw.     Y<>n  will  alao  I 
with  you  Riot  K.  B.  K.  .Murphy. 

You  will  deliver  the  accompanying:  letter  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Eastman. 

Very  PBepectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commander  George  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 


Letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Dahl  S.  2fovy,  to  M  ral 

Oillmore,  U.  S.  Army*  qflsrina  cooperation. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  / 
General:  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  note*  of  the  L'Tth. 
I  should  bo  very  glad  to  a-  it  3  oil  in  am   ni  tlmt  I  can. 
My  last  from  the  Department  say  that  the  new  monitors 

may  be  expected  about  the  1st  or  March. 

f  am  very  much  obliged  for  the  enclosures  that  you  have  forwarded 
me,  which  I  will  attend  to. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahloren, 

Rear  Ad '<»  iral. 
Major-Genera]  Q.  a.  Gilijcobb, 

ding  D>  toy  the  8outK%  JTilton  //. 


Report  of  Ii  '  Dalian  '<•  U*  8.  Efow,  '/",'- 

motion  regarding  repairs  to  tit   U.   V.  g  ,0. 

No.  42.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Qff Morris  ].*i».n/.  ■'■  .'■V6'4. 

•0  herewith  copies  of  letters  regarding  accidental  dam* 
ogee  to  the  l'<>  tal  tbey  may  be  brought  to  the 

notice  of  the  constructs •-.  i.f  toe  now  monitol 
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These  little  matters  of  detail  arc  really  of  greaJ  momeiil  in  a  service 
which,  like  this,  is  bo  pressing  as  bo4  t<>  leave  the  leaal  intermission. 

They  are  very  injurious  t«i  the  real   merit-  of  the  monitors  and  can 
be  avoided  without  difficulty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  DaHLOBJ 

ading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GlDBOfl  WELLES, 

■nj  <>f tfu •  .Winj.  W/isfihujti'ji.   D.   0. 

[Knclcwure.] 

PORT  Royal,  January  27,  186^. 
I  will  proceed  to  Warsaw  Sound  to  repair  the  accident  to  the 
turret  gear  or  Hie  Patapwo  on  the  89tfa  instant.    There  are  tore 
tln>  teeth  of  the  (10-foot  wheel)  main  spar  wheel  broken  out.     Ii 
bad  three  cast  of  composition  and  I  am  now  making  all  i!  auy 

arrangements  to  complete  the  work  in  the  shortest  possible  (use  don  o 
there.  It  will  be  necessary,  I  think,  to  take  tip  two  of  tin*  compressor 
timbers  nnder  the  XV  Inch  gun,  bol  tin-;  oao  be  put  in  fighting  trim 

Xin  <>n  rery  short  notice.     I  expect,  with  four  mechanics,  to 
le  the  work  in  three  days.      At  present  the  turret  can  be  revolved 
rroni  beam  to  beam  forward. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yam  obedient  servai 

ThoS.  J.  Griffin, 
fiitpiCtor  /: 
Rear- Admiral  John  DaBLQBMB, 

Co/.  >g  South  Atlantic  />' 

t*1^|"  1 1    mi 

1  will  send  Mr.  (irillin  down,  as  soou  an  h  .  by  a  tup. 

w  ic.  Bamrou*, 
Co>  Officer  Present. 


Beport  qf Captain  Green,  U.  &,  auhifU- 

■i  the  oxkteide  blockade  he  J 

t>L  • 

V.  iS.  S.  Canaxdaioua, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  C.  J  .'.'>.  /86.}. 

Sik:  I  would  respeotfulrj  I  thai  the  togs  and  other  resselfl  of 

the  squadron  inside  the  bar  thai  are  likely  to  visit  al  nijjht.  the  waters 
of  the  outside  blockade  may  be  fornisheo  with  the  signals  in  use  out- 
side, or  some  others  by  which  they  may  be  quickly  identified. 

1  bave  been  prompted  to  make  this  BFOggeatJon  by  the  circumstance 
<>f  a  etc  Idenly  approaching  this  ship  at  aboul  I  o'clock  right 

before  last,  which  proved  tobetfa  t  in  the  fog. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.J.    Y.   GREEN. 

Captain. 
Hear  Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgi. 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  ' Morri*  h- 
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mtmanding  I 
tap  :<]  a  recm  ■  ~        ■ 

U.  8,  Lboscblad  ]'vtai\3co, 

It,- 

From  various  reports  received  bom  the  picket  boats 
■  •ml  eights  | n-«*\  ion-,   in   regard   to  the  supposed  movementi 
i ■ii-'iny,  1  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  an  extended  reeounoissauce  up 
Wilmington  River  for  the  propose  ol  ascertaining  bis  intenl 
-:iiisf\  myself  if  any  tor]  v  obstructions  or  any  kind  were  op> 

posed  t"  our  progress,  and  to  ascertain  bis  force. 

[ending  :it  Skiddaway  from  one  of  the  oattere  of  the 

/'.••.  i  the  night  or  the  &5tn  instant,  without  discovering  ;m\ 

sup       'i-   of  the  1 1  ■<  -my".  1  proceeded  op  the  Wilmington  River  u 
distance  of  aboot  5  miles  without  meeting  any  opposition. 

The  iH-Nt  day,  feeling  it  leairablewe  should  pursue  our  investi- 
gations, I  got  un<l<' i- way  in  this  vessel,  with  theHfe  in  com- 
pany, and  proceeded  some  short  distance  beyond  Turner's   Roc 

oohored,    As  we  wire  in  the  m<  boring  off  White 

tnarah  Island,  we  discovered  tiwaharogfa  the  enemy  in  their 

riric  pits,  and  i>iM'iie.<l  upon  thom  with  our  19-pound  bowitaer,  when 
thej  fled  to  the  wonds;  :tt  tin-  same  time Lieutenant  Mackenzie landed, 
pan  will  see  by  Id-  report,  and  brought  off  a  very  good  boat,  be- 
sides acquiring  the  information  desired. 

Hie  evening  of  the  day  referred  to  above  Lieutenant-Commander 
Bacon  moved  down  by  my  order  to  guard  the  entrance  to  T\  bee,  and 
I  remained  off  Wilmington  Island  to  match  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.     Being  within  #ood  range  of  Thunderbolt,  1  opened  upon  it 

and  tired  three  shells  from  our  ntle  gun  without  i  any  return, 

although  1  mgod  in  elo><<  proximitj  totfaeob 

After  this  I  landed  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  and  a  party  from  the 
fhtapsoo.  I  threw  the  men  out  us  smuts  without  seeing  anything  of 
the  enemy,  although  the  trash  murks  of  cavalry  were  observed  and 
reported  upon  i i.  ahout  u  third  of  a  mih-  from  the  banks  of  the 

Mr.  local  knowledge  is  of  great  value  to  us  here. 

From  what  1  ean  see  ana  leurn,  an  original  expedition  against 
Savannah  at  this  time  by  B  combined  movement  of  the  land  and  sea 
forces  would  be  probably  successful. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stkyknn. 

'  .  S.  Xavy. 

Re ar  Admiral  •'    a    Dahloudy,  I  .  s.  Navy, 

■•'ih  Atlantic  />'•'• 


U.  8,  9  Ossabav 

I  '.    8.     Ii<    NCI.AI)   PaTM'STII. 

Plea.se  proceed  bo  Oesabaw  in  the  cutter  placed  under  your  com- 
mand, and  hand  the  ootniiiunieat ion  addressed   to  ( 'aptain  L'ooper  to 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADBON.  257 

him,  and  gather  all  the  information  you  can  concerning  the  firing  we 
have  heard,  or  the  strange  vessel  which  has  appeared  off  the  island  for 
the  past  two  nights. 

Be  as  expeditious  as  possible,  and  don't  allow  the  approach  of  any 
strange  sail  near  you  or  boats.    Take  a  good  look  along  the  shore  as 
you  go,  for  you  may  discover  in  some  of  the  creeks  a  solution  to  the 
mysterious  movements  of  late. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commander. 
Acting  Ensign  Whitman  Chase. 


rder  of  Hear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  0 
nolds,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  qfc&r 


Order  o£  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rey- 

ertain  vessels. 


Flag-Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  January  30,  186^. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  the  Memphis  can  reach  North  Edisto,  the  Acacia, 
now  there,  will  go  to  Ossabaw  and  relieve  the  Sonoma,  which  will 
then  relieve  the  Pawnee  at  Stono,  and  you  will  hand  the  enclosed  order 
to  Captain  Cooper. 

Please  finish  the  rudder  of  this  vessel  as  soon  as  possible,  not  to 
delay  any  work  on  a  monitor,  however.  I  do  wish  to  get  out  of  this 
inlet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

♦J,  A.  Dahlgben, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blvckdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Naval  Depot,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rior-Adoiiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  IS.  Navy,  to  Commander  Coojier, 
If.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma,  to  proceed  to  Stono 
without  delay. 

Flag-Steamee  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  /slam/,  South  Carolina,  January  30,  1861}. 

Sib:  When  relieved  at  Ossabaw,  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
Stono  and  relieve  the  Pawnee. 

You  should  have  a  pilot  to  go  in  and  a  signal  to  the  Pawnee  will 
obtain  one. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Smith  Atlantic  Rlockdy.  Squadron. 

Commander  G.  H.  Coopek, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma. 
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You  will  also  report  on  your  arrival  bo  Rear-Admiral  Paul 

Commanding  tin*  New  York  station. 

It'  compelled  by  stress  of  weather  or  defects  of  the  w  n  will 

make  the  nearest  port  to  Ne^i  Fork. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlorew, 

-.1'//.///,  h  Atlantic  Block 

Acting  Volunteer  Ueutenant  I&jwabd  Oavbsdt, 

<  bmmonding  I  -  s-  -s  tu. 


m  !■■  Acting  I  ohm 

Warren,    I  .   X.   Xary,  command imj   I  .   3.  8.  //"/■ 


terr   I.  ■'■ 
Ifans  -■/  Moon. 


Navy  Department,  F-  >>h- 

<:    v\  it  f  i  tin-   l'.  S.  S.    Ilnrr.s!   MoOfi  off  Charleston.  S.  ( ', . 

and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  Jot  dutj  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
\  ery  respectfully,  etc, 

(ill'KoN     W  El. I 

.v.  ,■•, .  tary  oj 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  I>.  Waml 

< '•■■  Si  8<  Harvest  .)/""„,  Boston* 


Report  of  Soar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  !'.  8.  Afatw,  transmitting 
ng the  oapturaqf a  Cortfederateslo^hyooatsfivtnth 

Bra  L  1S64- 

No.  87. 1  Flag-Steamer  l'liii-ADELrniA. 

Port  Boyal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  17.  ; 
Sik:  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  report  from  the  commander  of 
the  BraziJit  m%  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of  a  rebel  aloop  bj  the 
boats  of  the  Bh 
The  affair  aeema  to  have  been  very  well  managed  by  ( aptain  Gillespie, 
[the  claim  made  by  Mr.  Lasserre  to  the  sloop  and  30  bales  of  tin- 
cotton  on  board  1  refer  to  the  Department  for  its  decision. 

ve  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectful^ .  j  our  obedient  servant, 

.).  A.  Dablobxn, 
,-  Admiral,  i  8ovth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad* 

Hon.   (ilDKON    Wk.i.i.ks. 

Vam/i  Washington,  D.  <  ■ 

[Em-liwiir.r  | 

0  s.  Babe  Bkazh.ikkv. 

St.  Amln-u-'s  Sound,  Georgia,  Febru 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  00  the  night  of  the  1st 

by  a  bruit  expedition  rrom  this  vessel,  commai  myself, 

sloop  just  built  and  loaded  with  7-J  balen  upland  cotton,  weighing 

35, TOO  pounds;  sheet  the  time  lying  at  the  picket  Btatiozi  atCaobi 

Bluff,  about  LO  miles  above  Brunswick.     We  also  secured  the  picket, 

nsting  of  a  sergeant  and  "  privates,  belonging  to  the  Fourth 

irgia  Cavalry, and 6 civilians,  6  taken  aboard  the  uoopand  I  ashore. 
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I  divided  mj  force,  numbering  88  all  told,  into  two  pftrtiea,  one  under 

myself,  securing  the  sloop,  and  the  other,  under  Acting  Ensign  Nelson 

('.'  Boraen,  capturing  the  pickets.    The  surprise  vm  complete  In  both 

instances,  ana  we  effected  our  object  without  resistance. 

Bavins  entirely  cut  off  the  oommunicatioo  with  I  I  camp,  I 

Balnea  abont  two  hours  and  bri  i  way  the  families  of  Mr.  i 

c  ;iikI  Mr.  Pan«_'  istingof  their  wives  and  bildreu. 

The  civilian-  we  took   ashore  proved  to  he  a  Mr.  Williams,  an  inof- 

dd  num.  who  had  come  down  with  b  '    Mi   Lasserre's 

family  to  go  through  the  rebel  lines,     [n  consideration  of  this  f:t«-t ,  I 
hayc  concluded  lo  land  him  on  the  main  again. 

Mr.  Laeserre,  who  has  for  hhiic  time  been  living  aboard  this  vessel, 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  the  loth  of  October,  L868,  aral  has  kept 
ma  constantly  notified  of  bar  progress.  Be  built  her  with  the  inten- 
tion of  putting  hi-  family  am!  what  of  bis  property  he  could  eon 

into  cotton  in  her.  ami  thin  delivering  bei  into  our  hands.     At  tin-  time 
of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  1  drew  up  and  he  signed  the  accom- 

I Buying  paper  to  that  effect.    The  rebels  having  divined  his  Intention, 
ie  was  compelled  to  seek  refuge  aboard  my  vessel.     He  piloted  me  op 

and  was  invaluable   throughout      1  think   that,  in  justice,  his  claim  to 

her  and  to  the  20  bales  oxcotton  should  !>«•  recognised.     Without  his 
assistance  ii  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  succeeded,  and 

all  that  he   i^  worth   is  in  her.     Concealed  in  the  hold  I  found  pa] 

which  abundantly  establish  her  intention  to  have  run  tin   blockade; 
mail,  all  of  which  1  shall  forward  to  you  by  the  price 

master.       1   shall   let  the  <)  tow  the  sloop  to  Port   Royal  and  dial] 

also  send  the  prisoners  and  crew  on  I  i 

On   one  of  the   men  I  found  fSU.7  in  Bpecdti  Mid   $1,000    in  QeOrglS 

State  hank  hills,  whii  h  I  ha\  e  placed  in  the  pay  m:isl<  r"-  chs !'•_"•.  await- 
ing orders. 

Vary  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

W.  T.  (in.l.KSPlK, 

Adii  ■■  r.  I  '"/in/. <t  hili nit. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahi    eu 

■'•I.  South  Atlantic  Blocka  juadron, 

■■Ml] 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  sloop  /»%///-//./.  captured  by  an  expedition 
from  the  I  .  8.  hark  Braziliera  on  the  eight  of  February  I.  is-«'»i.  was 
built  by  me  and  is  lawfully  mj  property,  ji*  also  are  BO  hales  of 
upland  cotton,  composing  a  portion  of  her  cargo.     At  the  time  of 

ing  a  paper  dated  October  Itf.  1868,  on   hoard  the  I'.  S.   b 
Bra  relative  to  said  sloop  /'<'jf,t/.>,  I  expected  to  have  tilled  hoi 

entirely  with  cotton  belonging  to  nivsclf.     Falling  t<>  do  so,  however, 

the    balance  of    her  OUTgO,   OVOt   the    20    bales    BDOVe    mentioned, 

loaded  into  her  by  parties  resident  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  against 
^aid  balance  I  ha1  [aim  whatsoever! 

K  iin    15.  LaoBBBBB. 

Witnesses: 

.1.11.  Hknnktt.  Arf  ',1,1. 

II.  t  \.  Thayki:.   }' ■-■•. 

Done  before  me  this      day  of  February,  i 

W .  T.    (ill.l.KSIIK. 

Acting  Ma 
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Order  of  t!>  ■•'  '/••    Vary  .'<>  Rrar-Aduural  I><> 

•ding   (/<■ 

Navy  Depaktmknt.  FJtntOry  Sy  186$. 

Sibj  The  >'<'"  laving  been  originally  intended  for  Gommm 

l».  Aiiitiicn.  has  ' ii  -'nt  to  the  Bqnaoron  under  your  command  n 

out  :i  commander. 

Von  will  assign  an  experienced  commander  to  her. 
V.  i\  respectfully, 

I  HI  •!.<>>     W  KI.I 

I 
I.',  m-  Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahlbh 
Oomdg,  \Uaniic  Bloei  ./,■>>",»*'  '>mt 


Datdgn  ».  1  I  am,  t<-  Li"' 

manner  Buna.  I .  >  !>,  oooperak  >r'itl<  army  force*  m  pri- 

nting !/■■  tar. 

Fla<i  Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Men 

Sik:  I  have  agreed  to  cooperate  with  Colonel  Davis,  commanding 
Morria  Island,  in  endeavoring  to  stop  tin-  usual  relief  of  Suml 
which  is  reported  by  a  deserter  to  take  place  to-night 

\  detachment  of  l""  men,  including  25  marines,  in  a  suitable 
Im-t  of  boats,  «il  I  under  your  command  for  that  pur] 

It    w;i-    lnv  intention    lint!    ih,     boats  should   have    |  [>    ' •)    the 

little  stream  in  tin-  rear  of  Morris  Island;  but  this  proved  t<>  be 
impracticable  at  high  tide  last  njgbt 

Colonel  Davis,  however,  suggests  that  the  boats  mav  pull  close 
round  Commingle  Point  and  join  his  detachment,  which  you  are 
Hi' ■  1 1 •  f ■  i !•■  ■  authorized  to    ; 

You  will  be  careful  not  to  risk  th<>  detachment  against  a  superior 

force,  nor  t"  Incur  the  chances  of  grounding  bj  the  falling  tide,  .so  as 

I  i  be  under  the  Hre  of  any  of  the  enemy's  batterii 

Captain  Pickering  may  protmbly  he  present;   and  if  so.  you  will 

lioate  these  orden  bo  him,  and  be  ed  by  any  din  otiom 

that  be  may  think  necessary  to  carry  them  out. 

will  report  the  result  in  the  morning  unless  oiroumsta 
should  require  it  to  be  done  previously. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
Ii.ar- A'/n,'.  ■•'■  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad, 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Bi:nck. 


Devi.  i>fi  F»rt  M"u/fr/'r,  Fei 

try  J.  286 

Report  of  Re»r-Adrairal  Dnblgren,  U   8.  Navy. 
NO.  52i.|  Ki.AO-StEAMEK    Ph  1 1  .A  OKI. I'll  I  A, 

Off  Morrii  T*lana\  J 

Rut  a  few  days   since   1    closed  h  long  communication*  on  the 
subject  of  ironclads  by  a  remark  on  t hi*  efficacy  which  theygavi 

•See Series  i,  ...i   u,  ,«^59a 
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the  blockade  i  "I  1  stated  therein  that  do  ■>  

oat  of  CI  -iin  i-  they  were  able  to  give  full  attenl 

to  thu  mattei 

Agreeably  t « » the  ioformatioii  recently  communicated  to  the  State 
Department,  however,  the  attempt  has  bean  made  and  bo  far  socceesf ul 

as  to  insure  the  ruin  of  the  intruder. 

On  Tuesday  morning  (February  i'i.  bavins  p  ••  njjgbl  as  usual 

smong  the  ironclads,  wnen  I  came  on  deck  about  sunrise  to  go  into  the 

inlet    to  tran-art   i-urrent    business,  m\  attention  was  drawn   I- 

taome  steamer  close  the  batteries  of  Moultrie,  irbiofa 

the  tii -t  notice  1  badof  ber  being  there    Sh<  erj  low, 

long  hull,  with  two  short  funnels,  painted  white. 
Hastening  up  to  the  advanced  monitor,  I  directed  her  to  open  fire 
with  her  rue  gun;  the  diatanee  about  8,0  The  other  moni- 

tore  were  ordered  op.  and  some  exceedingly  fine  praotiee  was  witneoood. 
The  nth  if  the  Lehigh  and  ivideooesof  their 

being  well  bandied:  the  Kl-inchofthe  *  and  fifahant  had  nol 

oom  for  h  little  more  elevation,  rad  their  shells  just  fell  short 
I  ordered  a  12  p  itoer  to  be  tried  from  the  A a 

nwell  and  his  executive  othYer,  Lieutenant  W.C  Tallman, 

betareen  them  managed  to  put  thefirsl  shell  into  the  steamer,  which 
was  h  capita]  shot,  when  the  distance  was  not  less  than  -j,7<m>  yard.-,  for 
the  had  dropped  below  the  other  monitors  to  get  the  howiteet 

and  ammunition. 

Colonel  Davis,  commanding  Morris  Island.  al.-o  opened   from   Fort 

Strong  and  Battery  Gregg.     Between  us  the  wall  spotted 

ninnet.    some   very   large  hoh  uing  in   the  hull   and    wheel 

as, 

1  'hi-  morning  1  observed  that  the  northwest  gale  had  BO  blown  out 

water  that  t  m  of  the  steamer  was  nearly  bare.     I  ordered 

to  recom  and  also  asked  Colonel  Davis 

for  the  fire  from  Gregg.  By  I  o'clock  the  vessel  was  in  flame.-,  which 
will,  I  hope,  deter  others  from  similar  exploits. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Captain  Biysou,  of  the  l.>liujh,  ami  Captain 
Simpson,  of  the  Ann 

Thai  able  to  get  in  ho  far  was  chiefly  due  to  the  e\ 

ing  paucity  of  steamers  on  the  outer  blockade.  The  great  wear  and 
tear  experienced  by  the  heavy  weather  of  the  sea-son  keep  an 

inconvenient,  number  ofl  duty. 

On  Tuesday  night  another  steamei  attempted  to  get  in,  w«- 

red  and  i  jut  was  lost  sight  of. 

The  party  of  refug eai  who  left  Charleston  on  Wednesday  night  ii 
8  o'clock  state  that  do  ressel  bad  arrived  since  Monday  night,  when 
the  /'/>  v/"  was  run  ashore  near  Moultrie.     An  officer  of   the  /'/ 

dd  that  ,-ix  or  seven  other  steamers  were  to  try  to  run   the  bh><  kade. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  urge  that  a  few  more  .-mart  steamer-  of  light 
draft  M  spared    fortius  plate.  ©T  J    fear  there   may  be  an  occasional 

failure  to  stop  this  busini 

I  have  the  honor  to  h.  .   - .  ■  U  J    respectful!  V,  your  .ihcdirnl  -eivaut, 

J.  a.  Dahlorkn, 
South  AUmh 

Hon.  ClhKoX    W  BLUBS, 

Secretary  >>/(/.  h.  ( '. 
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Seport  of  Commander  Bryion.  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U   S.  S.  Lehigh. 

I      S    tftONCLAD   I.riimii. 

Sue  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Febnuur  3a  blockade  runnei 
(a  long,  low,  side  wheel  steamer i  area  ashore  on  Sullivan'- 

id  and  jnal  to  the  right  of  Fort  Moultrie.    I  dropped  down  r. .  the 
supporting  picket  si  d  there  made  preparation*  for  opening  on 

the  steamer,  at  the  aame  time  sending  an  officer  down  to  comniamcate 
with  Captain  Rowan,  of  the  i  \  ask  it'  the  Lehigh  should  in- 

put under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  [aland.     While  the. 
officer  was  on  his  way  down  be  bsw  yon  on  your  way  up  to  the  Lehx 
After  you  came  on  board  you  directed  m«-  to  open  fire  with  the  8-inch 
rifle  from  where  the  ship  then  was.     We  fired  from  the  rifle  on  the 
first  day 42  rounda,  hitting  B  times.    <>n  tin-  Eollowii  (Febru- 

ary 8)  opened  again  with£inch  rifle  and  t  >.%  •  >  Impounder  rued  how- 
itzers, throwing  from  the  rifle  86  shell,  of  which  1  hit,  ami  from  the 

howitzers  74  hollow  .-hot.  and   -lull,  of  which  8  hit.      Tim  distance  WW 

from  8,400  yards  to  2,500  yards.     The  steamer  was  on  fire  twice  the 
firefl  day,  the  flames  making  ajppurenth  hut  little  progress.    On  the 
and  day  Bhe  was  again  on  tin-,  mill  attained  burning  until  late 

at  nijjlit .  That  -.he  fa  bo  thoroughly  injured  that  sin-  will  never  again 
float  I  hare  no  doubt,  as  T  have  evety  reason  to  believe  that  some  of 
the -hot  and  shell  passed  through  and  through  her,  and  two  of  out 

were  seen  to  explode  ie- 

1  mil,  respectfully,  yourohedienl  servant. 

a.  Bbtbon, 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

andmg  8outh  AtUmiic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Bimpaon,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Paaaaic. 

U.  S.  Ibohglad  Passaic, 

lAvv  is  /?>'■■! ;<"'.   South  Carolina,  V&bru 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  thai  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  on  die- 
Bring  a  blockade  runner  ashore  ofl  Fort  Moultrie,  I  sot  underway 
joined  the  Lehio  VahanioA  Wagner  buoy,  wnen  I  ope 

le  runner  with  my  1  50  pounder  rifle. 

During  the  da\  I  fired  68  rifle  BheUs,  several  of  which,  at  a  distance 

of  9,850  yards,  took  effect     Remaining  on  picket  that  night,  I  had  a 

kel   boat  constantly  iu  the  neigfabi  There  iras 

nobody  on  board  of  Inr,  nor  was  then  any  communieation  between 

ind  the  shore  that  oould  be  detet  < 

On  the  following  day  1  tired  86  title  shell  at  her,  several  of  whsoh 

took  ice, 

\t  2  p.  iu.  the  vessel  «•«>  discovered  to  he  on  tire,  and  she  burned 
during  the  real  of  the  day  and  all  of  last  night     Her  hull  is  shaft 
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»<i  pieeee,  she  has  t ho  appearance  of  breaking  in  two,  end  in  every 
way  Beans  t<>  '»•■  entirely  destroyed. 

Very  i  ally,  your  obedient  servant. 

I'..  >I MI-SON, 

.dniirnl  .1.  A.  D.vin.i;]. 

Con  <  South  Atla a'-'-  Blockading  Sguadro 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  D.  8.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Davia,  V.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Korrii  Ialand,  requesting  cooperation  from  Port  Gregg. 

BODIES  8,  1> 

Deaic  Bib:  The  tide  is  bo  low  that  the  bottom  of  the  steamer  is  nearly 
all  exposed.    Every  shot  which  strikes  th  I  !>■•  fatal,  and  would 

:is>i.st  ],,  destroying  tin:  cargo.      I   have  mdcrcd  tin-  monitors  to 

open. 
Permit  me  i  --'  that  :i  rill'-  are  from  Gregg  would  he  vary 

•riant. 
Verj  trail .  yours,  .1.  A.  Dahlori 

<   done]  I>a>  [ft. 

Commanding  Morris  Jt&amd. 

1 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cornwell.  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Habanc. 


-v   MONITOH  XaIIANT, 

otf'  Morris  b£ana\  February  ■.  /^;j, 
Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  a  report  of  our  firing  at  the  blockade  n 

to  on  the  3d  and  4th  instant 
The  distance  was  so  great   on  the  2d  that  I  was  unable  to  do  much 
ution  \%  it b  our  turret  guns.     I  withdrew,  took  on  board  two  Im- 
pounder rifled  bowiteers,  with  183  shell,  and  returned  to  within  2,200 
[s.    The  howitzers  were  fired  from  the  deck  and  did  good  servi  i 
On  tin-  ttli  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  1  moved  up  tin- chan- 
nel Par  enough   to  reach  the  vessel  with  our  turret  guns.     Tin'  water 

being  very  smooth,  and  wind  light,  I  tried  the  range  at  1,760  yards, 
gnns  level:  found  the  shells  reached,  passed  through  the  vessel  and 
burst  over  the  batteries  on  shore,  I  tried  t<>  regulate  the  fuzes  to  burst 
in  her,  but  found  the  time  of  flight  differed  very  Duck,  and  I  think 
none  ihells  did  burst  tnsSde*the  vessel. 

She  is,  I  \ei\  much  injured,  being  almost  cot  in  two: 

■hips,  several  of  our  shells  passed  through  her  in-low  the  water  line, 
which  must  have  damaged  the  machinery  and  cargo  seriously. 

I  think  the  lire  which  was  Uirningon  the  2d  ana3d  instant  consumed 
all  that  will  burn,  she  being  an  iron  \i 

On  the  3d  the  enemy  i  the  tire  with  rifles  nnd   mortars:  on 

the  4  th  no  return  was  made. 

Vary  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jso.  .1.  Coram  i 

I. it  I'ttlKlut-  < 

Real -Admiral  J.  A.  Dahujren. 

Cut  vih  Atlantic  Blockading  8gi 
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;  fully, 


John  .1.  «  IQBNWELL, 

/.'■ 


"f  Hear- Ac 

■ .  i  .  S.  -\"--i>.  g 
\frotn  tk  ypburtd  '■' 

No.  62.]  Flao  Steamer  1'iitladklphia, 

Sin:  I  enetoeea memorandum  from  Ldeutenajit-CommanaW  Chaplin, 
for  the  Nuw  Department 

The  M  u  ri  'I  I'  -  inlet  therein  mentioned  i>  the  mosl  northern  of  the 
porta  of  this  Department 

It  has  not  sumcent  depth  of  water  to  receive  the  least  draft  of  the 
quadron  (th    D  5i  met),  exoept  for  a  brief  period 

very  li i«ril  tid 

The  Department  may  remember  thai  this  was  the  place  when 
Nvptic  lati  l\  borned  ■  schooner  laden  with  turpentine,  and  when 

W'trtl  ari-.l  Perry  lost  boats'  craws. 

I  can  onlj  station  a  sailing  Tease]  there,  nol  being  able  to  spare 
b  steamer  from  more  Importani  points,  although  there  should  be  one 

fur  thai  sen 

I  h:i  Morto  he,  wry  respectfully.  \ oiu  oUodii-nt servant, 

J.  A.  D.\ in  i 
Rear-Ad 

ll.-h,    (ilDKON    V 

Secretary  qf  tiu  gton,  D*  '  ■ 

[Sim 

I",  s.  8.  I'ai  Csdig, 

Admiral:  On  the  14tli  .*■■■  t  It  iroi  my  jjood  fortune  to 

capture  the  schooner  Qeorgi  <  "hieolm  off  the  Santce  River,  laden  with 
a  cargo  of  salt  Tin-  master,  Mr.  George  A.  Johnson,  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  was  g  frank  and  honest  i  od  promi     I  me  that 

be  would,  on  his  arrival  in  Washington,  u,  C«,  seek  an  interview  with 
tin-  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  make  such  propositions  to 
that  official  as  would  enable  the  Government  bo  secure  other  vessels 
that  \w-i  i  attempting  to  \  iolate  the  blockade  of  Southern  ports,  creeks, 
inlets,  etc 
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Not  having  hoard  of  or  from  M  Johnson  linos  t; an 

ture  i»f  bia  vessel.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  through  you  go 
be  information  received  from  him,  as  I  believe  gh 

:n  gDOd  faith  and  Strict  1 1 1 1 . •  •_■  i 

Mr.  Johnson  appeared  to  have  entered  upon  the  risks  of  the  block- 

•niirclv  from   pecuniary  motives,  and  was  evidently  willing  to 

enlist  on  our  side  it  the  indncemenfca  wareal  all  remunerative.     Tin' 

information  gleaned  from  him  in  conversation  while,  on  board  tin-  !><<'. 

■  ■■■/  ma\   U'  su«j^«>ti\«'  to  the  Department,  and  with  this  view  1 

submit  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  informed  me  that  vessels  running  oul  from  Nassau, 
i.Niw   Providence],  freighted   with  contraband  goods  fat  Southern 

■Mi  Nassau,  always  Bkirt  along  on  Bounding  dee  the*  .•; 

son  through  the  North  East  Providence  Channel  by  Egg  and  Royal 
islands,  steering  from  thence  about  V  N.  \V.  course  toward  Wilmn. 
ion  or  ports  adjacent  on  th'  Carolina  oca  i.  while  those  bound  to 
Mobile  run  down  on  the  east  aide  of  Cuba  through  Crooked  Island 
Passage, sweeping  outside  in  a  considerable  circle  to  avoid  tin- United 
-  cruisers  in  the  vicinity.  The  vessels  hound  to  tin-  roast  of  the 
Carolina*  take  their  point  of  departure  from  a  newh  .'reeled  light- 
bouse  in  the  neighborhood  of  Alan  of  War  Cay.  They  are  provi 
with  the  best  of  instruments  and  charts, and,  if  the  master  is  ignorant 
of  the  channels  and  inlets  of  our  good  pilot.    They  are  also 

in  possession  of  the  necessary  funds  (in  specie)  to  bribe,  if  possible, 
captors  for  their  release.  Such  an  oner  was  made  to  myself  in  the 
capture  refe  of    some   £800.    These  funds  are   in  bills  of 

'i  about  the  master's  person,     rhe  master  of  a 
sailin  I,  hofor  port.  iv. rives  11.000  (in  coin), and 

successful,  $5,000  on  his  return;  Loose  commanding  steamers.  **,.o(m.) 
id  $15,000  in  a  Buccessful  return  t..  the  same  port. 
The  hold  ot  this  vessel  contains  the  cargo,  and  the  venture  brought 
on  deck  i-  considered  as  the  property  of  the  n  aster. 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  promised   mi  itbfully  t<>  communicate  in 

ton  with  the  Department,  represented  that  our  cruisers  invariably 
belter  in  the  southwest  bight  of  Great  Ahacd  [skndduri 
the  prevalence  of  stn>n<_'  northeasterly  wind,  and  at  a  distance,  s/hicn 
will  be  seen  from  the  chart,  of  some  50  of  ""  miles  from  the  route 
taken  bi  running  the  blockade,  Instead  of  maintaining  a  watch- 

ful position  under  ti"'  lee  of  Egg  and  Etoval  islands  or  Bleutbera, 

re  they  an-  protected  from   the  sea  hy  the  nvl's  which  i  BTtlj    -in- 
round  them,     lli'  asserted  that  from  tin-  hater  anchorage  some  four 
or  fi  srs  engaged  In  this  trade  might  bt  ipted  "inside of 

on,"  meaning  that  the  vessels  bound  int..  i  Southern  port  always 
t  tin-  waning  moon  for  the  attempt,  while  thos<-  to  Nassau  cbot 

the  first  of  a  lunation.      The  winds  most  favorahle  for  leaving  Nassaj] 
those    which    blow    from   southeast    and    southwest,  and    from    the 
coast  back    those  between   the  limits  of   northeast  and  northwest    to 
west 

I  would  submit,  therefore,  that  [Jnited  states  vessels  stationed  in 
the  Crooked  Island  i  nd  aeai  Egg  and  Koyal  islands  would  be 

sue<  n  tie'  capture  of  Buefa    ••  lei 

Mr.  Johnson  further  informed  me  that  Little  Brvei  Inlel  and  Mur- 
rell's  Inlet,  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  are  used  by  blooknde  run- 
in  the  lattei  thej  discharge  rheir  cargoes  and  receive  shipm 
transit  of  but  "J  miles  with  the  interior. 


. 


Nearly  all  the  United  Stsl  being  painted  alike,  the  block- 

ade runners  readily  reoognize  them,  and  Mr.  Johnson  advanced  the 
opinion  that  if  soma  of  our  mnoalii  were  painted  different!} 
guiaed  as  merchantmen  their  chances  "f  capturing  such  i  uld 

Be  greatly  increased. 

By  refen  hart  publish  Qydroeraphta 

Office  in  T.  from  *M  w»  Pear  to  St  <  lathertne'd  I-i 

from  the  United  Botes  I  oast  Survey,  with  magnet*  for 

L£8B,  Hi  by  blockade  rnnnere  will  be  seen  at  a 

ajao  the  Inlets  nil  ooMDibte. 

Yc-tv  ant. 

.1.   (  '.  (UM'I.IN, 

Bear  Admire]  S,  \    I 'ami  sbev, 

/■:.,.,  <.•<■■  '■■  Blocka* 


of    /./•  U&  /('/'.  .       • 

U.  a  ft  Mimic, 
OfCharlmUm,  8.  ('..  1 
Last  night,  ;  11:30,  i  picket  boot,  whiob  1  bud  -mi   in 

to  2  fathoms  of  water  oil  Long  Island,  [South  O  burned  the 

concerted  signal  for  ning  in.    'Tin-  Nipsic  was  anchored 

about  half  a  mile  N.  ED.  from  the  western  buoy  of  Rattlesnake  -si> 
thr  pickel  boat  about  a  mile  to  the  north  waul  and  eastward  of  v&, 
I  was  on  deck  at  the  time,  and  immediately  slipped  the  cabli 

a,  N.  W.  by  N..  the  shore  as  1  prudently  could  (U 

arai  quite  close),  hoping  and expecting  to  intercept  toe  chase.    J  regret 
'if  thai  uncr  of  her. 

The  (  I  the  picket  boat  inf.  thai  the  stranger  was  a 

.  and  changed  her  comise  t"  the  northward,  making 
inshoi  ••  upon  seeing  the  boat's  signal.    Whether  she  steered  out  ag 
iicceeaed  in  getting  pe  not  telL 

It  is  very  desirable,  in  nay  opinion,  thai  some  small  Bteamer  should 
nightly  take  up  a  berth  in  shoal  water,  well  to  the  northward  of   B 
Shoal  and  near  it-  western  end. 
I  am.  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wii.mam  Gqbson, 

/..'.  -it.  i>< i at-  •  Lr. 

Captain  .1.  F. 

Ojficet  Present^  Blockading  Squadron,  vff  Charleston* 


I.,!. 

(,'il/n,t.r< .    / 

Island, 

■■■:•! B4MEB   PHILADELPHIA, 

CAoa  'if. 

!.:  The  east  end  of  Long  [aland,  (South  Carolina  |.  teaccessi 
ble  bj  an  inlet  which  has  from  7  to  I  ater,  and  a  d  I ior- 

age  inside. 

int  movement  in  this  direction  might  be  advantageous,] 
desire  to  bring  tins  to  your  attention.     It  may   include  a  possible 
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opportunity  for  acquiring  Long  Island,  ami  thereby  to  some  extent 
command  Sullivan's  [aland,  which,  ina, right  Kim  rrom  west  end  of 
Long  bland,  baa  onlj  an  extenl  5,000  mid*. 

Lonj:  [aland  appears  to  be  favorablj  disposed  to  an  attack  unless 
the  rebelahave  put  up  verj  strong  works  on  dm  east  end,  and  this  can 
only  be  known  by  a  reconnoissnnce.  which,  probably,  should  not  b 
111  the  time  for  execution,  u  it  would  otherwise 
is  of  the  enemy. 
Such  an  operation,  if  sneoessful,  might  exert  a  great  inflnetv 

their  position,  as  they  would   be  compelled  to  bring 
i  from  James  bland  or  defend  Sullivan's  [aland  with  an  interior 
ce. 
The  feel  thai  you  have  drawn  olT  troops  and  moved  your  ht>ud<|imr- 

i"  Hilton  Head  would  tend  greatly  to  draw  attention  from  (bis 
quarter,  and  the  arrangements  conld  be  made  as  wall  where  yoi 
as  hei 
The  depth  of  nratei    I  shall  have  bo  bake  for  granted  from  good 
bority,  a-,  it  would  be  impossible  to  vt  rit\  ii  without  disci 
purpose. 
Of  coarse  the  movement  should  in-  -i  surprise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

Jno.  A.  Dahlobkn, 
h  AUokUo  B 

Majoi  (irnrral  (}.  A.  QlUJCOBS, 

If/.  />>j't.  qfiht  s<"itli.  Hdqra.,  Bttton  8 


Let:  idmiral  Dahlgren,   XJ*   S>   Navy*  to  Commander 

Stevens,    U,    &    Navy*  •  ,/f  """' 

nijiii /ist  the  defenses  <■  "A. 

Fl.AO  StBAVES  PHILADELPHIA. 

Sii;:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  89th  ultimo,  giving  information 
that  you  had  made  a  recononlseance  up  the  Wilmington  Riveras  Ear 
as  tin-  vicinity  of  Turner's  Kocks,  |(iu.|.  from  which  you  are  induced 
to  believe  that  a  combined  movement  against  Savannah  would  be 
cessfuL 

This  matter  has  alreadj  been  under  consideration  bj  Qeneral  Gill- 
more  and  myself,  and  I  am  only  waiting  tin-  action  of  General  (iilhnoic 

orange  the  details,  which  you  will  consider  entirely  confidential, 
and  will  not  i-\cn  make  known  to  General  Gillznore  that  you  arc  aware 
of  it. 
Under  date  of  January  80,  from  the  !',■  Tyhoe  \t, 

. miaiid. -r  is  of  opinion  that  "the  rebels  ••>  new  batteries 

On  the  Savannah  and  Wilmington   rivers.      In   |h.-  direction  of    L 
Pine   Island.     S.   ( '.  ],   <!.  la  en    very   heavy  firing  from  a  new 

battery ." 

I:pon  all  matters  of  this  description,  you  will  communicate  directly 
with  me  underdosed  envelopes. 

l.'i  spectfully,  y*n\i  obedient  servant, 

LJ.  A.  DlHLGBJEN, 
Rear  Admiral,  Gmntty,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  So\ 
Commander T,  H.  Stkvbns, 
mmanding  U,  8*  Ironclad  / 
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rt  of  Acting    Master   Garfield,  U.    s-    Nanyu,  cotttuutm 

ik&  Brit 
ftbruary  ;.'  /■•■ 

r.  ,s.  Babe  Midnight, 
Doboy  Sounds  Giorgio,  /-'■' 
Sou  I  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  mnk.-  tin  foil  •  ■.  in ■•■  n  p 
regard  to  the  capture  of  toe  British  sehooneT  Defy,  <>f  and  fn 
iso,  New  Providence,  bj  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant, 
abont  M  miles  K.  by  8.  h  8.  from  Doboy  Light,  I 

I  left  Port  Royal  for  Doboy  Sound  on  the  3d  instant.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant  at  about  8:30a.  m.,  while  standing  inshore, 
■•  by  the  wind,"  with  s  Fresh  N.  \Y.  rale,  1  >aw  a  BU8picious>loo)ting 

loner  on  nay  weather  bow.  laying  bo  nnder  :i  balance-reefed  fa 
sale.     I  stood  inshore  until  I  bid  the  schooner  nnder  my  lee.     I  then 
wore  ship,  hoisted  m\  i  ioIots,  and  ran  for  her.    She  hoisted  the  Eng 
colors.     At  L0:80a.  m.  1  Bent  Acting  Ensign  Nichols  Pratt  on  i> 
of  ber,  with  instrurtions  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  vessel 
and  ber  papers  and  to  return  and  report  as  aoon  as  possible.     8ho 
after   Mr.    Pratt    returned,  reporting  the   vessel   to   be  the  British 
schooner  I'-fy.  of  and  from  Nassau-  new  Providence,  bound  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  C,  with  a  cargo  of  salt.    1  sent  Mr.  Pratt  back  to  ber  with 
orders  to  Bend  her  master  and  men  on  board  of  this  vessel,  with  their 

EersonaJ  property  und  all  the  papera  belonging  to  die  vessel,  and  get 
si  ready  for  towing.    After  me  order  wi  tted,  1  tookthepi 

in  tow  nii<l  at  nighl  L  anchored  near  the  outer  buoy,  oil  Doboy,  Ga, 
There  were  three  men  attached  to  the  prize,  via,  B.  V.  Pidge  (master), 
I-'rancis  Lynch  (seaman),  Isaac  Fiak  (seaman).  By  the  master's  an-ount 
he  crossed  tin*  northwestern  edge  of  the  Babams  Banks  on  the  81st 
ultimo,  in  latitude  27  '94'  N.,aoa  longitude  T9  Ok'  \V.,und  whs  l>ound 
to  Beaufort,  N.  t*..  but  upon  examination  I  bad  that  be  bad  not  three 
i7  provisions  on  hand  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  was  over  200 
miles  to  the  westward  of  his  straight  course  to  Beaufort  from  where 
he  crossed  the  Bahama  Banks.  The  three  first  leaves  of  his  log  book 
bad  been  cut  out  previous  to  capture.  The  prise  is  perfectly  ti 
and  Inn  Bound  and  seaworthy  condition,  lucre  were  no  other  ves- 
sels within  signal  distance  bJ  um  time  of  capture. 

Herewith  I  respectfully  enctoe   a  i  omplete  prize  li-t  of  the  pe 
on  hoard  oi  essel  at  the  time  of  capture.    All  of  the  papers 

found  on  board  of  the  prize,  together  with  a  report  um- 

stances  attending  the  capture,  I   have  .sent  to  Hear- Admiral  John  A. 
Dahlgren  for  bis  disposal. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V  U.IKi:    II.    (  J  \K> ■'IKI.1t. 

Anting  -'/•■• 
Hon.  Onnscm  \n  km.es, 

Sea  .'.  Wathmgion,  D.  0% 
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Report  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regard- 
%ng  the  disposition  of  the  prize  schooner  Defy,  captured  February  3, 
1864. 

No.  169.]  Flagship  New  Ironsides, 

Of  Morris  Island,  April  27, 1864. 

Sib:  I  herewith  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Department 
copy  of  a  communication  received  from  Commander  William  Rey- 
nolds, commanding  naval  depot  at  Port  Royal,  and  beg  leave  to  state 
that  the  prize  schooner  Defy  came  into  this  anchorage  this  morning. 

The  papers  in  the  case,  including  the  report  of  survey,  are  in  the 
possession  of  Kear- Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  I  have  thought  it  best  to  send  her  to 
Washington  City  for  adjudication,  with  instructions  to  the  prize  mas- 
ter to  make  any  Federal  port  in  case  of  stress  of  weather,  using  every 
precaution  that  may  insure  her  safety  on  the  passage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ('.,  April  Ho,  1864. 
Sin:  The  prize  schooner  Defy,  loaded  with  salt,  prize  to  the  bark 
Midnight,  t  ebruary  3,  has  been  lying  in  this  port  waiting  to  be  sent 
North  since  her  capture,  and  I  have  had  the  admiral's  verbal  orders  to 
send  her  North  as  soon  as  the  season  should  be  sufficiently  advanced, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  survey  held  on 
her  February  17. 

I  accordingly  send  her  to  you  for  further  orders,  her  papers  relating 
to  her  capture  and  the  report  of  survey  oh  her  having  been  forwarded 
to  the  admiral  February  18. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Depot,  Port  Royal.  S.  C. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  requiring  additional 
precautions  against  torpedo  attacks. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Roads,  S.  C. ,  February  4> 1864- 
1  have  received  reliable  information  concerning  the  " David"  tor- 
pedo boats,  which  will  render  additional  precautions  necessary. 

Three  are  now  ready,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  rel>els  to  attempt 
first  the  destruction  of  the  Ironsides,  failing  in  which  they  will  oper- 
ate against  any  other  vessels,  iron  or  wooden.  The  commanding  offi- 
cers of  all  vessels  on  this  station  will  therefore  take  every  precaution 


'll'l 
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in  theix  power  bo  guard  against  u  attack.     Further  directions  will 
d  when  1  become  posoooood  of  nil  the  information  now  being 
elicited. 

.).  A.  Dakuirbn, 
dg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadin 


Report  ■-,!  '  bmmand  i   Batch 

■ 

U.  8.  Si  b  P  1'awm 

Stone  h/i.-t.  South  OaroMnOy  February^  t86 
\  moral;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  1st  instant,  and  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  have  made 
arrangements  with  the  quartermaster  to  have  die  Raoet  towed  out  and 

the  £  J'lit  in  sit  the  proper  time  of  the  t  i . I •  • 

The  /'"■  up  Folly  River,  where  1  bad  gone  for  the  purpose 

<.f  ascertaining  the  movements  of  tin-  rebels  s  island,  whe 

in  the  last  tew  'lays,  they  have  been  verj  active  in  throwing  up  earth* 
work-  within  800  yards  of  one  nearly  completed  bj  our  troops.  I 
intended,  with  General  Terry's  concurrence,  to  shell  the  rebels  and 
drive  them  oil:  l. ni  General  Terry  seemed  desirous  thai  1  -Mould  wail 
until  hr  could  make  a  reoonnoiBBance,  and  as  these  (Mirth works  were 
so  very  dose  to  hi>.  and  affected  his  forces  more  Berioueh?  than  the 

naval  four,  1  have  taken   no  further  aetive  movement,  hut  am  read] 

at  any  moment  1 
The  Racer  \>  ready  R  and  will  be  towed  out  to-day,  and  will 

"it   to  VOU   as  per  order.     She  has  had  every  assistance  in  our 
power,  and  has  been  supplied  with  about  1,000  gallons  of  water. 
T  am.  very  idly,  your  obedient  servant. 

GhtO.  R.  Bauh. 
Otnunmnd  r  Officer  Present. 

Kear-Admiral  .1.  A.  DaHLQRKN, 

lul'j.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  ■"<. 


[MkgnuB.] 
Navy  DkI'AKTMKNT,  /•  . 

8end  the  Kensington  bo  Bear-Admiral  Dantereu. 

Gideon   \\  i.i  i  I 
Secretary  qfJVt 
Admiral    IhttAM   PAlIl-r  '  . 

Comma  Vam  )  Fork, 


Rear- Admiral  I'-  .  I .  V.  A'.'.-v.  to  Con 

tan*  I .  S.  A '■/'•//,  fbr  !■■■  rary  command  of  tht    South 

Fla'j-Stkamki:    PlTII.Al>KU'HIA, 

Ojff  Mbrru  hiandi  ; 
Sik:  I  find  myself  obliged  auddsnly  to  leave  for  St.  John's. 
V-ii  will  therefore  be  in  command  of  tin.-  naval  forces  at  this  anchor 

Hire,  inside  and  outside  the  >>jtr. 
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The  outer  blockade  i-.  of  eourae,  under  the  direction  of  < 

Cirern,  but  In-  also  will  be  under  your  direction  ftfl  BBniOT  officer. 

As  you  have  been  present  Bud  bai  e  personal  cognisance  of  the  duties 
to  be  performed  within  the  bar,  I  Deed  bardlygo  Into  more  detail  than 
i^  Indicated  by  my  orders  of  December  ;-?,  January  7  and  li'. 

The  latest  information  Indicates  ti  •  i  h  Is  si  n  "  I  Davids" 

ly,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  therefore  is  required  to  defeat  their 

purpose.    Tin   blockade  u  important,  but  the  BsJety  of  the  ironclads 

much  more  SO. 

'Pin'  monitors  Bhould  in-  scvn  by  the  rebels  on  advance  picket  while, 
it  is  Hght,  unless  it  fa  blowing  fresh.  They  may  drop  lower  down 
during  the  darkness,  for  I  consider  it  essential — 

Bint  Thai   <\n\  eJkni   Bhould   be   mad'-  to  prevent   the  operation 

of  the  "Davids*1  on  them. 

Second.  That  tie-  monitors  Bhould  be  in  the  least  water  if  th.-y  are 

>s  to  be  [attacked  by]  torpedo  boat*. 
In  rough  water  there  i>  little  ur  no  ooth  water  the 

monitors  should  anchor  at  LOU  Water,  and  not  at  high  water,  SO  as  to 

d  the  least  draft 
Outside.  Captain  Green  must  watch  the  Rattlesnake  oloseljr. 
You  will  keep  me  advised  of  the  itate  of  afflai 
You  will  make  whatever  disposition  your  judgment  Indicates  to  !«• 
best  for  the  forces  bera, 

When  the  rudder  of  the  PMtaddphia  i>  fixed,  Bhe  may  leave  for 
Port  Boyal 

If  the  Water  WItrh.  Oleander,  and   Dandelion  roach  here,  please 
tend  them  with  dispatch  to  Port  Boya!  to  look  tor  me. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  a.  Dahlqbeh, 
R<.  rui.  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Bloc 

Captain  S.  ('.  liowA.N. 


■  ■'>•',*  of  naval  forot   in  aid  of  army  exp  ..'■■■  Florida. 

February  '  to  April  16%  196+. 

Letter  from  Heir-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  8.  Nary,  to  Major-Qoneral   Gillmore,  U.  8.  Army, 
regarding  increase  of  naval  force  in  It.  John's  River. 

Ki.AO-StKAMKK    PlIILAItKI.rill  \. 

i in  •  \hnnl,  February  •".  / 

Gshebal:  I  have  this  morning  received  yours  of  February  '■'•.  bj 
Lieutenaot-Oolooel  [Edward  \V.|  Smith,  staling  that  re  about 

"to  throw  a  fore*>  into   Florida  on  the  wc>t    bank  of  St.  John'fl   River 
and  desire  my  assistance  very  much." 

You  ask  for  additional  blockade  foree  in  that   quarter,  and    BBj    that 

two  or  three  gunboats  «ill  be  ample. 

AJso,  that  General  Turner  will  confer  with  me. 

I  bavi'  not  vrt  seen  General  Turner,  but  have  ordered  the  additional 
foree  to  the  at  .John's. 

*  far  deUilwt  army  ropprta   mOfl  i   the  Union  nd   * 'on  federate 

miiea  In  the  War  ofth  »n,  Beriea  I    Volume  XXXV. 


Annie* 
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I  shall  also  take  a  look  aj  matters  personally,  bo  aa  to  ensure  any 
additional  assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  a.  DAKLOsmr, 
/,'.  '/.  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Sgvadr* 

Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

( '■■■■><</'/.  theDtj  '.  Hilton  Bead, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  IT.  S.   Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Bre«i«,  V.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  8.  Ottawa,  regarding  the  convoy  of  troop*  to  Jacksonville. 

Flagship  South  Gabouka, 

IWt  Boyai  llarhirr,  February  6,  186£. 
Sib:  On  the  arrival  of  Brigadier  -General  Seymour,  .you  will  com- 
municate with  him  personally  and  tender  the  services  of  the  Ottawa 
ami  Norwich,  i>>  convoy  the  troops  to  Jacksonville  anil  to  cooperate 
'-.illy  with  1 1 1 •  -  ir  spedition  up  tie-  St.  John's. 

i  a  and  Dai  Ching  are  ordered  to  the  St.  John's,  and  on 

tin-  arrival  of  Commander  '  Ireighton,  you  will  endorse  and  band  this 
order  to  him  for  execution. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiickkn. 
/it/tr-Adm »'/•''/.  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blodhdg.  Squadron* 

[ieutenant-Oonimandei  S.  Livingston  Rueese, 

Con  8.  8.  QttoADG)  St.  ./<>// n'»,  Florida. 


Order    of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.    S.  JTavy,  to    Lieutenant-Commander    Pendergraat, 
V.  8,  Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Water  Witch,  to  proceed  to  8t  John'e  River. 

Fi  .v. -Si  i:\mki:   SOUTH    (Aiioiina. 

I'nH  Royal  Harbor,  1\  .  isr,/,. 

Sir:  The  admiral  wishes  you  to  proceed   to  St.  John's  and   anchor 
outside  the  bar,  and  there  await  bis  arrival. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

R.  L.  PrrvTHiAN. 
Lit  ii(>  /<">>/■  <  ■  i,  v.  . iotina  /•'/•  - 1  I ""/ i 

Licutcnaiil-Cnmmaiidcr  Austin   Pkndkkouast. 

v.  8.   Wi  ■■/<. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Commander  Reynold*.  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regard- 
ing the  D.  8.  ■teamen  Oleander,  Dandelion,  and  Maaeachnaotta. 

Ft  A-. -Stkamki:  SOTTTB   OaBOUDIA, 

Port  Boyal  Uaroor,  February  7 )  186$. 

Sib:  The  admiral  wishes  the  Ohandor  to  follow  him  to  St.  John's; 
also  il"    D.  S.  S  if  she  has  mails  on  hoard. 

Should  the  motto  arrive  while  the  admiral  is  to  the  south- 

ward, he  desires  that  Captain  West  he  directed  not  to  fail  to  eonmmni- 
oate  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  L.  PflTTHXAN, 

Ltouionant-Oon  aptain. 

nan  lei  Wu,  famfocDs, 

pot)  Pari  Sot 


L 
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Order  of  Commandor  Reynolds.  U.  9.  Navy,  to  Commander  Baloh,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U    B    8.  Pawnee,  to  report  for  duty  in  St.  John's  River. 

I     S.  Sim-  Vkkmont, 
!'■■:'  Royal  Harbor,  8.  i '..  / 
Sik;  When  you  have  taken  in  sufficient  coal,  vou  will  proceed  to  the 
mouth  of  the  St  John's  River,  irldcfa  you  will  enter,  if  yon  find  it 
to  do  so,  and  report  yoax  irrival  to  ReusAdmirsJ  Dahlgren. 
If  you  can  not  enter,  yon  will  report  by  bold  to  the  admiral. 
'  Very  reapectfaHy,  your  obedient  Bervant 

Wm.  Reynolds, 
Sen  tor  Otfloer  Pres< 
t <»ramander  Gf.okok  B.  Balch, 

rwumdirig  f.  s.  s.  r<i,r 


Instruction*  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creighton,  U.  8. 
Navy,  in  view  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  former  from  Florida. 

r.  s.  Flagship  Mab  lsxa, 
st.  . Tohri*  River,  of  JaduomQl .  /    •     .  '<;. 

Sn::  Aa  then-  appears  to  be  no  further  aeceaaitj  presence 

here,  nor  of  nil  the  vessels  now  bci  'II  leave  (to-day)  tor  the 

more  northern  Nations  of  this  command.    With  you  will  remain  the 
MaKaeka,  Ottawa*  and   I  lisotbe  Dandelion,  for  the  present 

The  Oleander  will  oontinne  on  the  line  of  communication  generally 
from  Port  Royal  to  this  plan-. 

four  ehief  duties  will  be  to  keep  open  the  communication  by  the 
river  and  give  any  assistance  to  the  troops  which operstaoos  may  need; 
wherefore  an  examination  of  commanding  points  along  the  banks 

should   Im>  instituted  and  a  vigilant  lookout    maintained    From  time  to 

time,  to  make  Mire  that  the  enemj  erect  no  batteries  between  Jackson- 
ville and  the  bar.  It  will  be  well  also  to  examine  ubov  tin-  town  and 
itain  the  nearest  point  Where  the  rebels  are  likely  to  establish  a 
post  or  battery. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the  steamer  $/.  Mary*,  abandoned  by  the 
rebels,  should  never  revert  to  their  possession.  Every  effort  is  to  be 
made  to  raise  her.  If  this  does  not  succeed,  and  we  :.n-  faroed  to 
into,  you  will  cause  her  to  be  destroyed. 

You  will  report  to  me  everv  Saturday  the  state  of  affairs  ashore  and 
atloat,    and    at    any    intermediate    time    if    SVSOtS    of   interest    should 

occur. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Daiii.okkn. 
Rear-At 
Commander  .1.  B.  OreIOHTON, 

Oomdg.  U.  S.  S.  Mahaska,  Senior  Officer,  St.  Jbh/fe  II  < 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  8.  Navy,  to 
dispatch  the  U   8.  8.  Columbine  to  Jacksonville.  Fla 

FlAG-StEAMEII   PHILADELPHIA. 

!■■,,:  Royal  Ha  <:.  February  7J.  186 

Sir:  You  will  please  send  the  tog  Gohurnbie*  to  .Jacksonville.  Fin., 
to  report  t«>  Commander  J.  B.  Creighton,  senior  officer  present  at  that 
plane.     She  will  relieve  the  Dandelion. 
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Vmi  will  als..  please  send  to  Jacksonville  :i  coal  vessel  drawing  not 
than  D  feel  of  water.    The  -  may  tow  her. 

peotfoily,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dablobbh, 

lixtr  AtLt<  >/(j.  South  At>'>>  '», 

(  oinmamler  William  Kkynoi 

■'■■/,'   Xu-r.-i    !>■■:■■.    I'nrt   li<ni<<t.    V    (  '. 


B«port  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  V.  B.  Navy,  regarding  affair*  in  St  John's  Hirer  and 
transmitting  correspondence  regarding  the  question  of  the  possession  of  the  prlae 
steamer  St.  Mary's. 

No.  54.  |  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  fforfart  £  <:.  February  ■'■'•,  186^. 
Su::  On  Friday.  Stfa  instant,  I  received  a  letter  tVum  General  GUI- 
more,  by  his  aid-de-camp,  stating  (hat  lit*  was  about  to  throw 
into  Florida  on  the  west  itank  of  the  St.  John'-  River, and  desired  my 

assistance  very  much. 

A-  the  genera]  bad  expressed  a  wish  at.  the  last  interview  for  my 
presence,  1  lost  no  time  in  making  arrangements  accordingly. 

The  MaAa$ka*  Dai  China,  and  Water  WUch  were  ordered  to  the  St. 
John's,  and  in  the  evening  I  myself  left. 

Previous  to  doing  so  I  assigned  Commodore  Rowan  charge  of  the 
blockade  at  « Iharieston. 

Stopping  ai  Port  RoyaLlbad  an  Interview  with  General  Turner, 
chief  of  staff  i"  I  ■  .  and  reached  the  St.  John's  EUver 

•  ii  Monday  about  8  o'clock.    General  Gillmorewas  just  crossing  the 
bar,  :i>  well  :is  ■  number  of  transport.-..     I  passed  in  on  board  the 
/•.and  General  Giflmore  came  alongside  to  confer. 

Soon  after.  I  went  uj»  the  river  in  the  .\fnl„isfoi,  and  General  G  ill- 
more  follow  <•<!  in  i  steamer  carrying  troops,  which  wen  passing  up 
rapidly.  I  "I  m  ■  Otto  •  B  id  VortOteA  had  conveyed  the  Van  to  Jackson- 
ville. The  Water  Witch  and  Dal  Chhuj  wen-  waiting  high  water  to 
cross  the  bar. 

On  Tuesday  I  reached  Jacksonville  and  Learned  from  General  Grill- 
move  that  the  troops  were  advancing  rapidly,  the  rebels  not  makdi 

stand. 

Tin-  '  was  the  first  to  pass  up  the  river,  preceding  the  land 

force  of  General  Seymour,  and  after  witnessing  his  landing  atJa 
Bonville  moved  verj  promptly  above  the  town  and  cut  oil  the  escape 
of  a  steamboat  (the  >'/.  Mary's)  which  had  been  watching  an  oppor- 
tunity  for aomo  time  to  escape  with  ■  load  of  cotton;  whereupon  the 
sb  burned  the  cotton  and  sunk  j I o    steamboat     I  have  airected 

that  even   effort  shall  be  made  to  raise   her,  but   to  destroy  her  if  any 

danger  should  arise  of  reverting  to  the  rebels. 

Cm  Wednesday  evening  General <  >  advised  me  thai  General 

Seymour  had  got  some  :>u  miles  into  the  Interior  withoul  resistance. 

Seeing  no  further  Deed  of  my   |  at  Jacksonville,  and   DOt 

wishing  to  )>.•  absent  From  Charleston  too  long,  I  informed  General 
GiUmore  accordingly,  and  thai  I  would  leare  three  gunboats.  MaAat, 
Ottn,r<r.  and    Wonoic/i,   under  an  axperiem        officer,   Commander 
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ighton.    !!<■  answered  thai  tin-  force  would  be  ample,  and  acknowl- 
edged the  action  of  the  Nav\  (eogrj  enclosed,  markon  "A**). 

At  tin--  time  these  I  innonts  wore  at  anchor  off  tin-  town, 

together  with  the  Dai  (  Mno  and  H  "/•■/•  M7<v/,.  also  the  hun  i 

Danddion:  the  Pkv>n<<  uni  'he  10th  sad  remaioed  below. 

On  the  1 2th  1  left  in  bhe  .■ .  the  Zto  and  H, 

having  already  dropped  down  to  On  month  erf  the  river,  where  whs 
the  / 
Next  day  1  crossed  the  bar  and  steamed  tor  Fori  Royal,  leaving 

ordure    for  the  /Itnmirr,  I  hi!   China,  and    Water    Witch   to  proceed    to 
other  station.-. 

In  this  instance  the  prcsei of  tin*  Navy  was  all  that  was  requi 

the  aaveraJ  eommaodera,   Batons   Crelghcon.    Breese,   Ponder^i 
Chaplin,  and  Meriam  exhibited  the  most  .gratifying  promptness. 
Vary  unexpectedly  a  question  was  raised  by  General  QUJn> 
relation  to  the  possession  of  the  St.  Moryn.  inv  object  being  to  secure 
or  nee  in  the  shoal  waters  that  abound  hare. 
I  enclose  the  OOTrespondfiBOfl  on  the  subject  (marked  '*  B,"  "(.'."and 
'•!>").  from  which  the  Department  will  perceive  the  ground  1  assumed 
in  the  matter.     \VU1  the  Department  be  pleased  to  give  nie   instruc- 
tions on  the  Mibjeot 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  o  I  >edient  servant, 

J  no.  A.  Dahi.okkn. 
\ilm'n,il,  Qomdg,  South  Atlantic  Iihtrkdg.  Syttaaron. 

Hon.  (tidkon   Wki  ; 

Secretary  of  th\  AWy,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Latter  from  Major-General  Oillmore.  V.  8.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgrcn,  IT.  8.  Navy, 
returning  thanks  for  prompt  cooperation. 

<  >n    BOABD  Stkamku  1'.k\    Dh   Foi;i'. 

JadxonviUe,  Fhi.,  February  J0,  A&£. 

Advikm.:    I    received,   some   miles  from    here,  your   letter  Stating 

that  yon  intend  to  leave  this  locality  and  thai  three  gunboats  would 

remain  in  the  St.  John's;  that    force  is  ample.     The  enemy  will  not 

make  any  resistance  i"  East  Florida  for  the  present.  They  are  panic- 
stricken.  My  advance  will  be  50  miles  from  this  place  to-night.  We 
have  taken  eight  good  fieldgneces,  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  a 
number  of  cars,  g  large  quantity  of  cotton,  and  other  valuable  prop- 
erty, [ataverj  bturj  01  1  would  come  and  >«•••  rou.  I  shall  rei 
to  Hilton  Head  on  Saturday  next.  Please  eceepi  my  thanks  for  the 
prompt  cooperatiou  afforded  me.  and  believe  me, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  (Jii.i.moue, 

Major-  Qi  .-i.-ni'. 
1 1. Admiral  .1.    \.  Dahi.ohen. 

Cbmdot  South  ding  Sguadron, 

John'-  Ii<<-., 
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Latter  from  afajor-Geaeral  Gillmore.  U.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  B.  Hary, 
Haling  the  gronnd  of  his  claim  to  the  prim  steamer  St.  Mary's. 

I     S.  S.  Ben  I>k  Fohd, 

Akmik.m  tin  Buzger,  (Thorn   I   sent  to  jrou  lasl  evening  in 

regard  to  tin-  steamer  SLJiar^t.  Informs  me  that  you  claim  bei 
prise  i"  the  Navy.    1  urn    o  ne  rust  surprised  ut  this,  under  the  oir- 
oumatanoes.    You  doubtless  recollect — 

First.  That  that  vessel  has  been  ha  these  waters  for  n  wait 

log  mi  opportunity  to  run  the  blockade  and  the  gunboats  have  been 


le  i"  oapture  bar. 
Second.   I  hat  w 


when  abandoned  and  sunk  by  the  enemy  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  7ih  instant,  she  was  in  a  KnalJ  creak,  where  none  of  vi 
gunboats  could  go,  and  ahe  waa  defended  by  one  piece  of  nrtili- 

ample  proof  thai  she  was  abandoned  and  her  cargo  burned  In 
consequence  of  our  advance  into  tin-  Interior. 

Third,  None  of  the  navy  officers  knew  that  the  vessel  was  aban* 
doned  until  I  informed  you  of  it  on  the  9th.  Vou  will  remembei 
thai  1  suggested  to  you  to  Bend  s  party  to  take  possession  si  the 
abandonedgun,  and  rurnished  you  grcddee  f or  that  purpose,     I  could 

easily    hav   done   this   myself,    but   had   no  su-piei"ii    that    tin-    ve-sel 

trould  or  eoold  be  oil  a  prise  to  the  Navy,  knowing  as  I  did 

that  she  was  up  a  shallow  areek,  cntir.lv  ^accessible  by  any  of  your 
gunboats,  where  she  had  for  a  long  tune  remained  in  entire  security, 
and  doubtless  would  have  still  bo  remained  had  I  not  lauded  a  force 

and  seal  them  into  the  interior. 

If  the  ,S7.   Mart/*  is  :i  legal  prize,   to  the   Navy.  I   desire   to  raise  no 
-tion  of  equity,  and  shall  not,  hut  I  want  the  vSSSal  very  much  for 

the  shallow  creeks  in  this  seighboriiood.    If  she  is  sent  for  adjudica- 
tion by  a  prize  eourt.  neither  you  nor  myself  can  have  the  use  of  her. 
I  propose  to  refer  the  question  to  the  proper  high  authorities  with 
all  the  papei  -  in  ei  idence. 

Very  re  rpex  tfulh  .  your  obedienl  servant, 

Q.  A    GlLI  MORS, 

Rear- Admiral  Johs  A.  Dahlqbj 
,,</</.  South  AtiUtntic  /!' 

■/•'  .     /''/'I. 

V.  S.      !-•  :'()  to  Hilton  He:..  -unday. 

Q.   A.  (iiu.MouK. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U    8.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Oillmore.  D.  8.  Army, 
regarding  the  olaim  of  the  Navy  to  the  prize  steamer  St.  Mary's. 

L\  Si  Flagship  Pawnri 
8L  J»hn'.s  River,  Florida,  February  u.  186± 
General:  I  have  t"  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  voui  communicatios 
of  the  10th  instant,  and  assure  you  that  I  had  no  intention  of  causing 

you  the  leasl  surprise,  for  tin-  case  seemed  to  me  too  plain  to  admit  of 
i|itcstion.  supposing,  of  course,  that  I  was  rightly  informed. 

The  premises  which  have  controlled  your  views  differ  widely,  how- 

•  \ei.  from  the  report  made  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  i-  snclosed. 
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It  i-  ■  plain  narrative,  and  from  it  urn  will  perceive 

Pint   Hiatagnnboat"  reached  tin- (own  before  the  troops  landed 

there  on  Sunday, the  7th.  and  proceeded  to  01   the 

••mm  be  Bamc  ila\ .  in  puroaaace  od  1  the  6th  to  prevent 

■  a  pc  of  the  St.  therefrom,  :»t  which  time  no  troops  bad 

left  Jacaeoni  ilie,  except  b  fen  caralrj  to  keep  off  the  pickets  thai 

been  drh  en  out 

Second.    It  1-  stated  that  the  >V.  -l/tf/v/*,  on  hearing  of  tin*  arrival  of 

the  troops,  was  preparing  to  leave  tin-  oreek  and  escape  np  the  St 
John's,  but  finding  she  was  blocked  by  tin*  Norweh^  returned. 
Third.   I  believe,  also,  that  the  troops  did  not  advance  in   Eases 
it    Monday,  the  9th,  and  have  not  yei   been  within  B  miles  of 
r  Creek.    Of  this  I  ano  sot  positively  informed;  yon  are. 
evident,  from  the  locality  and  the  oiroumstanoea,  that  no  move- 
ment Into  the  Interior  bj  jrotu  troop*  could  have  effected  the  capture 
of  the  s/.  Mary's  by  the  troops  ox  earned  the  rebels  to  destroy  her; 
oL  i>\  anv  possibility,  therefore,  be  yum   prize, 
gunboat  did  actually  prevent   her  escape,  and  with  the  other  gun* 

boats  would  have  captnred  or  destroyed  her.  even  if  pen  hud  sol 
a  man  into  the  interior. 

While,  therefore,  I  wish  not  t<>  be  understood  Lervalumg  the 

due  1         .  ii  prodnoed  by  yonr  landing  troops  in  Jackson- 

ville. I  do  l»e|ieve  that  the  operation-;  by  water  were  mucfa  more  m 

rial  to  our  possession  of  the  St,  .IAoV-- 

I  will  insist  "ii  whatever  may  l>e  due  to  the  Navy,  but  there  Is  not 
the  least  disposition  with  ms  to  detract  from  the  Army,    In  mi  1 

the  St*  Mary's  [g  a  capture  ol  the  joint  operation,  and  a-  there  i*  both 
a  propriety  and  a  convenience  in  assi^nin^  to  each  h ranch  such  prop- 
erty Of  the  rebels  for  public  use  as  may  fall  into  our  haucU.  according 
to  the  nature  of  Mich  property  and  its  obvious  uses,  no  rule  could 
more  conducive  to  the  public  interests  than  to  let  the  Navy  have  what- 
ever may  !>elong  to  the  water  and  thfl  Army  whatever  may  belong 
ashore. 

For  the.se  reasons  1  claim  the  St,  -\f<">/'.^  and  hope  you  will  concur 
with  me  in  the  above  views.  At  the  same  time,  if  you  do  not.  permit 
me  t.»  suggest  thai  it  would  be  advisable  bo  raise  the  vessel  before 

raising  any  question  IS  tO  her  use  by  the  Navv  or  Army. 

Finally,  if  we  are    unable   to  concur  as  to   DBS  disposition  of  thl 

.}/<> ••,'        reference  to  higher  authorities  should  only  be  made  aftei 
bavingagreed  on  the  fait-. 

1  am,  very  respeotfully,  your  obedient  .-« 

J  NO.   A.   DaULGRKN. 

/■/.  South  -! ' 

Maj  al  l^.    A.  Gii.i.Mokk. 

■  I,.    S,,-tth.  rf<ickx<>i,>'!'h\   Flu. 

•Tin 
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Report  or  Acting  Matter  Mtriajn.  U.  8.  Nary,  regarding  operatiom  in  St.  John's  Hirer, 
and  the  blockading  of  the  atonmcr  St.  Marys  in  McGirt'a  Creek. 

I      s    B,   \ouwnu. 

QfJaokaormUe,  /■'/»..  I 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order.  I  have  the  honor  t<>  make  tfai 
Lowing  report: 

While  getting  underway  on  the  morning-  of  the  6th  instant,  .it 
n  steamer  ma  reported  in  sight  to  the  northward.     At  5:40  she  came 
up,  and,  npoo  being  bailed',  reported  as  the  army  steamer  IsUmdi. 
with  Major  Brooks,  ral  Gillo  fcaff.on  board,  frqm   I 

nandina  DODnd  to  St.  John's,  in  a  hurry.       I  told  the  captain  t<>  foil 
me  ia.     At  5:60  got  underway,  stood  to  the  southward  to  bring  the 
ranges  on,  and  at  8;S0  crossed  the  bar.    At  7:06  anchored  in  the  St. 
John's  River  off  Mavoort,    The  bland  City  anchored  a  Few  mine 
sooner.    After  breakfast  I  visited  the  Ottawa  and  then  first  lean 
uf  an  expedition  to  arrive  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Jack 
sonville,  etc.    In  companj  with  Captain  Breese  I  met  .Major  Bi  i 
onshore.    Captain  Breese  proposed  that  pickets  should  be  stationed 
so  bs  to  prerenl   uewi  of  me  expeditioi  land  by  the 

people  on  shore.  At  B:  50,  by  order  of  (  aptain  Breese,  an  officer  and 
two  ni.-n.  armed,  were  sen!  on  shore  from  mis  ship  to  do  picket  duty 
on  the  Mayporl  side  of  the  rui-r.  Captain  ]'>n  «■-<•  proposed  to  send 
the  Norwich  up  the  river  at  once  to  blockade  the  si.  Mary**  in 
McGirt'a  Creek,  should  she  attempt  bo  escape  up  the  river.  Major 
Brooks  opposed  socfa  b  movement,  as  be  thought  it  might  interfere 
with  the  plans  of  the  general.  .Major  Brooks  hired  four  men,  refu- 
gees, to  go  inland  on  Saturday  hignt  to  cut  the  telegraph  wire  and 
hum  a  railroad  bridge.  Ho  asked  lor  arm.-,  rations,  and  a  quantity  of 
spirit-,  ..i  terpentine,  which  were  furnished  by  the  Ottawa  and  I 
wick.  At  6:80  the  bland  OUy.  with  the  four  men  on  board  and  a 
canoe  in  ton .  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Trout  Creek.     At  8:46  sent  h 

picket    boaj    Bp    the    river,  Rfl    usual.      At    9:16    the  /J,n,//  City   came 

down  the  river  and  anchored. 

At  daylight  on   the   morning  Of   7th  two  vessels  were  seen  oir  the 

bar.     At  6:90  the  Ottawa  made  signals  bo  this  vessel  to  Bend  pilot 
ide.     Bxeeoted  the  ordei  Between  7s80  and  B  o'clock 

Be  traasporta  came  in  and  anchored.     At  *:.'.•>  the  Ma pl,_-  L,'if.  with 
enerai  on  board,  came  inaad  anchored.    At  about  t>:16  I  visil 

tha  Ottawa  and  met  General  wt  on  board  that  vessel.     It  was 

arranged  that  the  Norwich  should  proceed  up  the  river  some  distance 

ahead  of  the  transports.     My  orders  were  as  follows,  given  verbally 

by  Captain  Breese: 

Furnish  tho  /with  a  pilot,  then  nl  r.ml.rway,  proceed  Dp  the  river  tO 

Mr .  !  municate  with  Mr.  Pelmet;  iad  learn  trom  bun  what  • 

ie  in  Jacksonville.     If  a  force  has  been  thr-  iimr, 

•t  a  bwdhuj  should  be  effected  by  oar  "  oi  .  proceed  np 

the  river  and  anchor  off  the  month  i  i   '.  reek  to  1 1 r«- \  enl  the  St.  jrary1!  i 

SSCaptng  Bp  the  river. 

'  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  When  about  i> 
miles  up  the  river  BSW  tlie  transports  underway  coming-  up.  At  2:05 
t).  in.  stopped  off  Mr,  Palmer's  pla<e  and  I  oniiniiM-.at.il  w  ith  Mr.  Palm.-i  ; 
learned  from  him  that  only  20  men  were  in  town  and  that  the  evpedit 

ted.    At  2: 4.)  started  ahead.    At  8:05  went  to  quarters.   At 
arrived  off  the  town, the  MapL  Zsq^being  in  sightof  Coma 
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Point:  -t<  muni   slowly    by    the   wharf,   close    in;    when    up    with    the 

upper  end  <»f  tin-  town,  toned  round  and  steamed  down  to  the  Mapl* 

licli  bad  made  Bail  to  i  dock.    At  8:40  the  troops  commenced 

landing;  took  b  position  ahead  of  the  Ma&U  Loaf.     Several  transports 

went  alongside  the  wharf;  one.  the  //  mto  by  the 

•     At  4,  a  lutidii  og  been  effected,  anchored    The 

'"■"  had  not  come  up.    1  Informed  the  general  that  I  should 

rod  to  go  up  the  river  to  blockade  McGirfs  Greek,  bo  that  the 

.v.  Mary's  might  not  escape  op  the  river.     I  asked  him  if  he  Intended 

moving  thai  night.     He  said  do;  the  artillery  or  the  horses  bad  not 

OOfUS  up.      He  told  me  one  company  of   cavalry  had  gone  I  short  di- 

faanca  to  look  after  the  pickets  thai  tired  nt  the  Bvmtar.  Al  5:95  got 
underway.  At  6:80  anchored  off  McGirfs  Creek,  as  oloae  ia  as  the 
depth  of  water  would  permit,  and  I  at  ones  went  inshore  and  stationed 
a  picket  boat  to  the  month  of  the  oreal 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  1  reported  to  Captain  Breese  on  board 
the  Wax  on  shore  and  saw  General  Seymour  at  about  LS  in. 

Asked  him  when  be  intended  moving  forward     He  answered,  "I 

afternoon,  if  the   horses  come   up."     Keturued    up   the    river   to   the 

■■<'•■/,  in  my  gig  at  about  L2:80p.  m.     At  8:15  I  went  in  and  sts 
(toned  a  picket  boat  in  the  mouth  of  UcGirt's  ("i.-ek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  at  8:80,  want  to  quarters,  as  the  i 
boat  bad  made  signals.    While  at  quarters,  heard  the  officer  of  the 

pieket  lh>at  hail  a  boat  twin-,  and  the  reports  oJ  three  muskets.  Sent 
the  launch,  armed,  inshore  to  find  the  pieket  boat  and  learn  the  cause 
of  t he  firing.  At  4:  in  the  launch  returned,  having  been  unable  to  find 
the  picket  boat  in  the  fog.  At  6:16  the  picket  boat  returned.  The 
officer  reported  having  hred  in  the  direction  of  a  boat,  which  be  heard 
but  could  not  see  on  account  ol  the  Bog,  his  hails  not  being  replied  to. 
At  about  il  o,  lock  1  saw  Captain  Breese  on  hoard  the  Ottawa.  He 
informed  me  that  the  cotton  oad  been  burned  and  the  8t.  Jfory*s  sunk 
during  the  night     1  saw  two  men  on  the  <■'  rho  stated  to  me 

that  they  deserted  from  the  St.  the  night  previous,  and  1  n 

when  pulling  out  MfoGirfs  Creek  into  the  St.  John's  River  'ley  bad 
been  hailed  and  fired  into;  that  they  did  not  answer  the  h  they 

thought  the  rebels  were  pursuing  them.     By  order  oi  Breese, 

I  aimed  three  boat- of  the    VoTUHch  to  proceed  up  McGirt'e  and  < 

creeks  in  company  with  the  Ottawa?*  boats.  At  about  l  p.  m.  wt 
reached  thfl  8t.  marifl  and  hoarded  her.  No  Indications  were  found 
that  anvom  bad  hoarded  her  since  .she  had  been  sunk.  A  small  rifle 
gun  was  found  on  shore  near  a  deserted  camp,  and  the  boats  of  the 
St,  .1/./,  found  in  a  creek.     At  8:80  the  boats  returned  to  the 

ships.      At  3:50  got  underway.      At  &:05,  in  obedience  to  aignsl  from 
the  Hugship,  anchored  In  line  ahead  off  Jacksonville. 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  if  the  Norwich  had  not  been  anchored  off 

McGirft  (reek,  with  a  picket  boat  in  the  creek,  the  Si.  Mt>,->/-  would 

liuve  escaped  up  the  ri 

I  am,  sir,  v.rs  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

Frank  R.  Mkhiam. 
Anting  Monti  r,  l  wing. 

lieai  Admiral  Johw  A.  Dahlt.kkn. 

iding  South  Atlantic  ol  ig  Souadron, 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Turner.   0    8.  Army,   to  Commander  Balch,   U.  8.  Navy, 
reqaeiting  naval  cooperation  at  Jacksonville. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  February  tl,  J 
The  latest  reports  from  the  front  indicate  thai  General  Seymour'a 
tore*  diing  back  from  Baldwin  with  some  prac!pitBDcy«and  In 

\  icu  <  I  iin-  gmsJlnesa  of  our  Dumbers  at  this  place,  and  the  fatigue  of 
<  renemJ  Sej  moor's  troops  on  their  arrival,  I  nave  considerable  apj 
hension  whether  we  si  mil  be  able  bo  successfully  reeisl  the  Attempts  of 
theenemj .  should  he  follow  <  General  Seymour  oloeely,  which  be  appears 
now  tobedoing.  Buck  being  the  aitnaoon  of  aflairstl  have  to  request 
of  yon  that  you  bring  your  forces,  especially  the  rtatmas,  to  the  de- 
f**ii.s«'  of  this  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•Ions    \Y.  Ti  icnij:. 
Brigadier- &enenu\  <  ''<  '//'. 

Commander  Geo.  EL  Balgh, 

1 .  8.  S.  Pawnee. 


Keport  of  Commander  Balch,  C  8.  Navy,  regarding  reported  engagement  vrith  the  enemy 

beyond  Sanderson.  Fla. 

IT.  S.  Sxbau  Sloop  Pawneb, 
Vayport  MUI«%  F>'»..  /--  '■>.  tSBJf-  \a\  m. 

Ai>miuai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  received  ■ 
note  from   Brigadier«General  I  thief  of  staff,  giving  me  the 

infortimtion  that  General  Seymour  ii n't  the  ciifiny  beyond  Sanderson 
md  has  been  driven  l»aek  with  heavy  loss.  He  is  now  falling  back  on 
Baldwin)  The  action  took  place  this  afternoon,  and  I  regiel  to  state 
thatsevea  pieces  were  lost  on  our  aide;  killed  and  wounded  not  known 
here.  I  should  have  gone  up  at  oner  to  see  Captain  Creighton  and 
confer  with  him.  but  a  denes  log  baa  sol  in.  boss  to  render  it  imp 
slide  for  an  arrnj  transport  to  get  up  the  river  to-night 
The  Wat      '  blyget  out  this  morning,  as  also  the 

'■•".  and  the  Dai  Gking  to-morrow,  and  the  Pawnee.     A  I 
of  transports  are  here  waking  to  get  out.    LTniesa  an  imperaiive 
-s'u  v  should  prevent.  I  shall  make  even  effort  to  get  out  on  the 
spring  tides. 

propeller  B\  is  a  wreck,  having  struck  on  the  bar  com- 

ing in  ana  dragged  down  the  n.  i  last  night  slipped  her  cables 

and  came  onto  the  beach.     I  have  two  b  ws  there,  protecting 

public  property.     The  troops  will  relieve  as  to-night  of  that  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well,  and  that  the  nuonee  anchored  <>il 
Jacksonville  and  returned  with  ease,  1  deem  it  proper  to  report  that 
she  i<n>k  (In   !>< atom  going  up  and  coming  down,  but  r  00  dam- 

age what. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  B.  BALcn, 

mander. 
Bear- Admiral  J,  A.  Dahlobj 

Com  a  South  A/1  xkading  8owiardH* 
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Beport  of  Commander  Baloh,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  repulse  of  the  Union  force*  under 
Brigadier-General  Seymour,  U.  S.  Army. 

I      8.  Btbah  Sloop  Pawnkk. 
qfHaypori  Mitts,  Flo.,  Ptfruory  :.:.  1*6^. 
ral  s-\ iiiiuir'>  forces  have  been  foiling  b 
the  afternoon  of  the  _<>th.  and  have  been  very  heavily  pressed.    Tak- 
ing everything  mto  consideration.  I  may  state  thai  oar  Ion  in  killed 
wounded  and  prisoners  will  amount  t<>  guar  a  thousand  menj 
though  the  reports  a*  Indefinite  as  yet. 

pectfuilj  report  that  it  is  deemed  rery  Lmportaet  that  the  Paw- 

should  remain,  and  I  have  determined  to  do  em>,  bb,  also,  to  retain 

the  Water  Witch  and  ]'     •        ,  till  yom  di  lera  shall  be  receii 

Our  troop-;  have  met  with  »  rery  severe  repulse  and  are  falBng  back 

on  Jacksonville,  and  will  have  to  rely  apoo  the  gunboats,  which  they 

0    to   consider  necessary  to   their  protection.      I  .-hull  do  all  I  can, 

and  am  now  (at  '*•  a.  in.)  getting  traderwaj  to  proceed  to  Jacksonville 

Tin-  Water  Witch  I  have  jusl  ordered  t<i  prooeed  to  Yellow  Blutf, 

where  I  nave  thought  the  rebels  might  endeavor  to  interrupt  coin- 

munioatioa  in  m.  John's.     I  shall  keep  yon  i  thing  of 

imp  and  hope  VOU  will  approve  of  my  remaining  tit  this  pi 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servanl 

(Iko.    11.   IV\i,t  i 

■ntamlrr,    r  '.   &.    . 

Hear  Admiral  J.  A.  Dai 

r,„nibj.  Smith  Atfan  ••■/ mill, •'.>».  "if  (.'/'."■ 


Report  of  Acting  Muter  Freeman.  U.  B.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Perry,  regarding 
cooperative  expedition  to  Woodstock  Milli.  St.  Mary's  Biver,  and  the  capture  of  the 
steamer  Hard  Times. 

U.S.  Bum  Pebby, 
Fernandina,  /■'/"..  February  £3,  I<StJ$. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  request  of  the  colonel 
commanding  the  post,  I  sent  the  l\  S.  schooner  Para,  Acting  Master  K. 
(i.  Furber,  commanding,  up  the  St.  Mary's  Biver  as  far  as  Woodstock 

i Mills]  to  cooperate  with  tin    land  forces  under  the  command  of  Major 
Vnnvpacker,    Ninety  -rventh     Peunsy  l\  ania   Volunteers.      The   expe- 
dition  proved  very  successful,  and  wo  brought  away  alnnit  one  million 
Eael  of  lumb 
While  the  Para  was  up  the  rives  ( laptaic  Furber  cut  o  tteam 

Sat    //<■■  Her  intrinsic   vain.'   might,   perhaps,    be  $200.      I 

1>ropose  to  use  her  IB  a  picket  boat  on  the  St.    Mary's  River,   if  you 
lave  DO  objection  to  my  retaining:  her  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  taken  the  I'-ivi  from   her   former  anchorage  off  Cumberland 
Island  and   placed    her  in  the  Amelia   River,  to  protect    the  crossing 
leading  frOD   the   inland  to  the  mainland.      I  have  done  this  in  co 
Cjuesce  Of  a  rumor  that  we  are  to  be  attacked  by  the  enemy. 

I  shall   picket  the  St.  Mary's  River  every  nigra      I  was  40  mil 
the  St.  Mary'.-,  but  1  [neither]  saw  nor  heard  anything  of  importance. 
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[  enclose  the  export  of  Acting  Master  Pttriier.    Trusting  thai  my 
course  will  meet  with  yom  approval. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedfc  ust, 

S.  X.  Finer,  man. 
A'fln/j  J/"  fit. 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgbkk. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Furber,  TT.  8,  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  schooner  Para,  regarding 
cooperatire  expedition  to  Woodstock  Mills,  Bt.  Mary's  Bivor. 

>.  SoHOOHSB  I'aka. 

Oumber land Soundi  Georgia,  Februai  ■r,ii- 

Sib:  (n  obedience  to  your  orders  ol  the  L5th  instant,  1  got 

from  this  anchorage  at  Oo'ciocfc  on  the  morning  of  tie  L6thin 
tuw  of  the  U.  S.  army  transport  hiand  Oituy  which  was  placed  under 
my  ordeis  by  Major  Brooks,  commanding  tin-  expedition,  and  in  com- 
pony  vrith  toe  armed  trai  U.  .1.  need,  Nellie  Baker,  and  /•' 

proceeded  up  the  St.  Marys  BUvertc  Woodstock  Mills,  about  BO 
miles  from  Its  mouth,  where  we  found  a  detachment  of  the  Win 
.seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  numbering  200  men,  under  the  com- 
mand ol  Minor  Pennyxncker.  After  consulting  Major  Brooks.  I 
anchored  in  toe  most  advantageous  position  to  protect  the  Forces  on 
ire  and  the  Bteamen  employed  in  loading  lumber  at  the  landing 
from  any  attack  from  t In*  enemy  from  llie  Georgia  side,  and  to  a 
in  repelling  any  that  might  be  made  in  OUT  re;u  &om  the  Florida  side. 
At    H»  o'clock   the  next  morning  l?e  ipou  by  the  enemy's 

picket  from  the  Georgia  aide,  fortunately  without  effect.     I  imnu 
ately  opened  live  upon  them  with  grape  and  canister  from  the 

kd    ihell    from    the    howitzer    and    ftl  ad    was    not 

afterwards  troubled  by  them.  About  4:80  p.  m.  of  the  t9th  Major 
Pennypacker  informed  me  that  he  thought  the  enemy  were  making 

fireperations  to  cross  the  river  from  the  Georgia  side  about  2m 
low  us.      I   immediately    sent    Ensign    Ryan   down  00   the   Opposite 

side  to  obtain  their  position  as  near  as  possible,  and  ;it  B  p.  m.  com- 
menced firing  under  his  direction  with  shell  from  the  88-poundar  and 
Parrot  l,  and  fired  twelve  shell,  which.  BS  the  major  commanding 
informed  me.  immediately  drove  them  hack  to  their  camp  about  3 
miles  in  their  rear,  the  lire  being  very  accurate. 

lla\  im'  obtained  quite  reliable  information  that  a  small  flat-bottomed 
mer  was  lying  in  a  creek  about  «'  miles  below  us,  on  the  Florida 
at  7  p.  in.  of  the  L'i'ih  1  took  the  first  and  .second  cutters  (armed  i 
in  tow  of  (jie  City  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  en 

where  I  took  the  boats  up  it,  and  aftei  proceeding  about  a  mile  wedvs- 
covered  her  and  taking  her  in  tow  brought  her  up  to  the  landing  at  the 
mills,  arriving  tt.  a.  m.  of  the  21st.      We  found  her  to  be,  a  .small 

>w  built  steamer,  said  to  be  called  the  Hard  Zfewa  At  2  p.  m.  of 
the  33d  I  received  vour  orders  to  proceed  down  the  river  in  tow  ofooeof 
the  transports  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  retake  my  anchorage  off 
Cumberland  Island     Bj  ol  the  //  iwn  in  tow  of  dm 

/•'.'  all  the  troops  being  endmrked,  at  5  p.  m.  1  was  taken 

in  tow  by  the  //.  .1.  Wad  and  started  down,  arriving  here  at  .s  p.  m, 
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■  he  28d      The  ammunition  e\j>ended  dttring  the  lime  we  were  in  the 

St.  Mm  \  -'s  was.  forthe82^>oundei  llaand  L3  stands  each  of  grape 

later;   i<".  -lulls  for  tin-  90-pounder  I'an-ott,  tad  l'7  for  the 
li'  lMiunder  howitzer. 

1 1 » ^ I » i 1 1 <_-  that  my  course  may  meet  your  approbation, 

I  iiin.  1 1  peotfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Furbek. 
dating  Matter,  ( 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Frkeman, 

Coin.  ■■'  U.  S.  Bruj  Irrry,  Frn/indituiy  Fin. 


Seport  of  Commander  Balch,  0.  8.  Havy.  regarding  the  request  of  Brigadior-Oeneral  Sey- 
uonr,  V.  8.  Army,  for  the  retention  of  ve*wli  to  aniit  in  holding  Jacksonville. 

17,  S.  stkam  Sloop  Pawnkb, 
OffJachorwQU,  Fla.y  Fdrve 

Admihai,:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  /'/,/,,,..  under  my 
command,  anchored  oil  this  town  yesterday  morning,  having  had  no 
difficulty  in  coming  up  tin-  St.  Joan's.  1  immediately  took  steps  to 
inform  myself  <rf  the  condition  of  affair*  here,  and  I  greatly  n 
have  to  report  that  our  troop  under  command  <»f  General  Seymour, 
mot  the  enemj  ami  were  repulsed,  and  had  to  retreat  on  .lacksouville. 
The  ene  ud  to  have  greatly  ootnumbered  our  force,  and  v. 

intrenched  in  a  favorable  position;  the  attach  was  made  by  General 
Seymour,  but  the  enemy,  having  me  advantage  of  intrenehmentB  and 
a  thick  ondergrowtb  which  concealed  them,  opened  a  deadly  tire  upon 
our  men,  and  after  a  fight  of  two  and  a  half  hours  our  troops  were 

compelled  to  retire,  leavmg  five  pieces  of  artillery  to  the  enemy,  The 

retreat  was  conducted  without  confusion,  and  il  was  not  till  this  morn- 
lag  that  onr  rear  guard  left  Baldwin.     1  am  informed  by  General  Soy- 

tr  that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners  amount-  to 
L900.  Our  forces  now  oceupy  Camp  FinegBO  and  a  post  L'  miles  this 
side. 

General  Seymour  informs  me  ih»'  he  is  hard  at  work  fortifying 
Jacksonville,  and  in  answer  to  a  request  from  me  if  heoould  spare  the 
resselfl  which  yon  detailed  tor  other  duty,  be  replied  that  he  did  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  take  them  away  for  a  few  days,  when  he  would 
have  strengthened  his  position  so  as  to  feel  secure.  1  regret  that  this 
reverse  t«>  our  t roops  should  bat  e  compelled  me  to  assume  the  respon* 
sibility  of  remaining  on  this  station,  but  I  felt  that  the  clrcumstancee 
of  the  case  called  for  such  a  step.     I  ou  will  approve  "f  what  I 

have  done,  for  I  bad  abundant  reasons  to  believe  that  to  the  naval  force 

must  our  troops  lie  indebted  for  protection  against  a  greatly  superior 

force  flushed  v.  Ith  \  ictor] .  I  herewith  enclose  reports  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breeae,  of  the  Ottawa,  *  "A  Acting  '  Saui>orn,  of 
the  Columbine,  who  were  wni  by  Commander  J,  l>.  Creighton  to 
Palatka  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  boats,  scow-,  etc,  which  might. 
be  used  for  crossing  troops  ov<  r  the  St..  John's.     I  have  the  honor 

herewith  lo  forward  the  letter*  from  Brigadier  ( ieneral  John  W. 
Turner,  chief  of  staff,  which  seta  forth  cogent  reason-  for  my  re- 
maining at  this  place,  lam  in  hopes,  in  a  few  days,  that  tl  dty 
will  have  passed  away,  when  I  shall  proceed  to  carry  out  your  orders, 
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not  onlj  in  reference  to  this  ship,  but  also  to  those  to  the  Water  WUoA 

Dai  OhAngj  tin-  tides  will  drop  or!  from  to-morrow,  and  when  the 

forces  haw  fortified  their  position  sufficiently  it  ma\  be  too  late  to 

cro>s  the  bax  ipring  tides;  but  at  the  earliest  moment  possible 

will  lea  cm  to  '."in  orders.    The  coal  schooner  towed 

d  by  tli'  bad  not  crossed  the  tier  yesterday  morning, 

our  supply  of  coal  is  setting  short. 

I  am  happy  to  report  m 1 1  well  on  this  station. 

I  am«  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gso.  B.  Baku. 
■<nl,/-  and  Senior  Officer  Present- 
i  Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahlgren, 

■/•>.  Snnfi,  Atlon;  ulintj  S<tua<tr»ri.  I'ort  Royal*   \  C, 


Report  of  Lien  tenant-Commander  Broom,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  6.  8.  Ottawa,  regard- 
ing expedition  to  Palatka  for  the  destruction  of  river  boat*. 

U.  S.  (  i  I  N  W  >AT  (  >TTA  W A . 

Of  Jacksonville,  Flu..  Ffbrua 

See:  Incompliance  with  instructions  of  Commander  •'.  B.  Creigfa 
ton  of  the  21st  Instant.  I  proceeded  iu»  the  St.  John's  River  to  Pa 
latka,  in  company  with  tin-  tue  0  [oansedto  be  burned  in 

Palatka  four  soowB,one  canal  boat,  and  one  partly  destroy  <  d  steamer; 

on  the  way  down,  two  bcowb  and  i -loop  were  destroyed.     I  met 

with  no  hostile  force  either  in  going  or  returning.     Palatka  was  nearly 
destroyed. 

Very  respectfully!  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Brkkm  :. 
I .  S.    I 
Commander  Gso.  B.  l'\n  h. 

nee. 


iport  of  Aoting  Ensign  Sanborn,  U.  8.  Havjr,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Columbine,  regarding 
expedition  to  Palatka  and  destruction  of  river  craft. 

I'.  S.  B.  Cm. i  mi'.ink. 
8i.  r,  /-'/'/..  February  $8, 186± 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  t<»  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  ord 
the  senior  officer  present  I  proceeded  to  Palatka,  speaking  the  Oti 
and  delivering dispstches  and  mail:  also  stopped  at Picolata,  delivei 
dispatches  from  me  army  to  i h«*  commandant  of  the  poet;  proceeded 
farther  op  the  river  and  came  to  anchor,  together  wita  the  '"<•■ 

At  daynreak  on  the  22d,  weighed  anchoi  and  proceeded  to  Palatka, 
at  which  plane  we  burned  three  Oatboata  and  took  aboard  some  Union 
refugees  and  then  returned  down  the  river.    Stopped  al  No.  10  and 

ed  a  l»oat  and  took  on  board  I  barrels  of  rosin,  found  tfa 
about  BOO  live-oak  knees  and  ,,>  barrels  <»f  rosin  unlit  lor  removal. 
\tt.r  leaving  t'ii-  place  towed  the  Ottawa  across  the  flats  and  pro- 

ed  t<»  Decoy  [Tocoil.  at  which  place  took  on  hoard  another  family 
of  r  and  found  there  aboul  BOO  ban  of  railroad  iron.     After 

leaving  this  place,  coaled  from  the  Ottawa  and  came  to  anchor  al  dark 

Off  Blaek  Creek.      In  the   morning    ran    up  Black  Creek  aboul  5  miles 
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looking  for  boats;   found  One  :it  Taylor's  Ferry,  which  we   deStTO] 
and  than  returned  t--  this  place.     From  the  refogeee.  I  underal 

there  are  three  sUtamhoHts  of  small  size  up  the  ril 

1  hrve  the  honor  fto  remain,  verv  i  BBpeci  fully,  rOUT  obedient  ~.rvant, 

I!.  \\ .  Sanborn, 

[ft, 'hi; 

I  lotninander  Raxqr. 

i >,}!■■■  i  /',.•  mandiny  l.:.  x.  >'.  /'•■■ 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,  D.  8.  Navy,  tenior  officer  off  Jacksonville,  regarding  general 

matten. 

D.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Off  Jackson.;  if..  /■'!,,.,  /•;/. 

Admiral:  I  herewith  transmit  an  appointment  for  William  Lames 
as  Aral  class  pilot  for  the  St.  .Injurs  River  and  liar.     He  baa  been  for 

many  years  a  pilot  here  and  is  highly  recommended.  Should  JOB  he 
pleased  to  approve  of  the  appoint  incut ,  I  have  Dodoubt  hul  Lamer 
will  render  good  service. 

1   have  taken    n<  ►  fn  it  1 1-  ■     itepfl   toward    raising  the  St   Jf'/ri/'x  than 
Commander  Orcdgbton  bad.  as  J  did  not  know  at  what  moment 
I    might  ;  OB  Jacksonville. 

The  Water  WUoh,  if  possible  to  cross  the  bar,  will  leave  in  ■  day  or 

two,  as  T  u m  in  hopes  that  the  hoops  will  have  so  fortified  this  ph< 
to  render  her  longer  stay  unnecessary. 

Before  my  arrival  ofl  this  town  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  send 
howHxen  on  shore,  and  they  were  accordingly  sent  byCbmmaoder 
Oreigfaton  and  arc  now  in  battery.    This  was  considered  essential  to 

the  protection  of  the  town,  and  I  shall  add  two  more  from  this  ship 
should  the  rebels  make  an  attack. 

1  respectfully  ask  instructions  in  reference  to  the  railroad  iron  men 
tioned  in  Acting  Ensign  Sanborn's  report,  as  also  to  the  lheoak  knees. 
The  iron  is  the  old  flat  bar.  pattern  and  can  be  readily  gotten  if  you 
iles ire  it. 

The  Clover  arrived  to-day,  bringing  orders  from  thfl  Water  WUoh 
to  relieve  the  Acacia.     This  will  Co  ithout  delay  if  the  tides 

permit,  and  1  am  informed  that  the   Water    WUoh  and  !><•  can 

DOW  be  spared,  and  that  the  /'.-  iv  be  in  a  few  days,  as  heavy 

reinforcements  have  arrived, 

lam,  very  respectfully,  your obedienl  Bervat 

(Jko.  B.  Baloh, 

rii. 

u  ui    \dmiral  .1.  A.  Daiiloukn. 

Comdg.  South  A  S^m/droti.off'  Cluirtfxton. 


Latter  from  Commander  Balch.  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergrait,  TT.  8, 
Navy,  itating  that  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  allows  a  redaction  of  the  naval  force. 

LT.  s.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
OffJa  hsonvUU,  !■'<■>..  \  ...  1*64. 

Sik:  You  will  proceed  to  carry  out  the  orders  received  this  day  from 
the  admiral,  commanding,  by  the  '  lover,  if  the  water  on  the  bar  will 
enable  you  to  cross  in  aarel  y  to  <  el. 


L'SS 
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I  am  informed  to  General  Seymour  that  tin  orcemen 

which  have  arrived  rendered  B  further  Btay  "f  :ill  the  vessels  no  longer 

oeoe 

1  am.  vt  i\  r.->|»i  iM'uiiv.  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Baloh, 

I.ieutennnt-< 'ommand.-r    \i  -iin    PbNDESOBAST, 

S.    Wafer    Wife/i,  River,  FTori 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dnhlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Balch,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Mtam« 
command  as  senior  oflloer  in  St.  John's  Bivor. 

Flag -Steamer  Habybbt  .Moon. 
Pttri  Royal  Harbor,  8    •  ■/  8ff,  186± 

Sin:  Captain  Creigbtoti  is  i"  be  relieved  for  other  doty,  by  ordej 
tin-  Navy  Department 

On  his  departure  from  the  St.  John's,  I  wish  you  to  take  command 
in  the  river  as  senior  officer. 

You  will  -end  the  Pawnee  to  Port  Royal  for  repairs  u  soon  as  she 
can  be  got  outol  the  liver;  the  DoA  Cwtn^end  Water  Witch  also  to 
Stations,  unless  the  service  should  require  their  pretence. 
If  the  /:  M  ii"!  i>e  got  out  for  some  time,  send  tin'  MaJuuka 

to  Tyhee,  mid  keep  nic  advised  constantly  of  tin-  state  of  a  Hairs. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  a.  Dahlgben, 
Boar    Idmirali  Comdg.  SoutA  Attanbio  JSlookading  Sguaaron* 

inlander  Gso.  B.  Balou, 

Amending  U.  8.  8.  /'"<>■„,,.  ,sv.  ./,»/,,/ 


Report  of  Commander   Balch,  TJ.  8.  Nary,    regarding    measures  for  raising  the  steamer 

St.  Mary's. 

lT.   S.  STEAM    Sl.OOI'    l'AWXK)  . 

QfJaektonmllo,  !■'{»..  February  99,  I8d±. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honoi  toaclroowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 

muniration  of  (In-  9012]   February,  in  relation  to  scows  for  raising  the 

uner  St.  Marjfsi  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  two  vessels 

mentioned  in   the  communication  of  Commander  Reynolds,  via,  the 

.{unit  Thompson  and  /i>/ff'it/'\  will  be  useful  in  raising  the  8t.  Mdry't, 

fnovided  they  do  not  draw  over  0  (eel  of  water.     The  pilot,  Mr.  Mul- 
in.  with  whom  I  had  a  conversation  this  morning,  states  that  they 
would  be  useful    He  is  sanguine  in  opinion  as  to  the  possibility 
raising  the  st,  Marjft,  and  I  purpose,  at  the  earliest  moment,  to  try 
and  raise  her.  and  if' both  a  th<   larger,  of  the  sloops  can  be  sent 

down,  it  would  render  the  job  more  certain.     I  should  have  taken 

■  to  effect  this  before,  hut  I  have  not  felt  entirely  free  from  appro* 
hensi,,,)  of  an  attack,  and    did    not    like   to   h:ive   the   vessels  and    men 

captured.     1  therefor.-  ;isk,  respectfully,  for  the  sloops,  if  they  do  not 
draw  over  n"  (eel  water,  and  I  will  at  one  gel  to  work. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  -ervant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

■ 

'Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlqksn, 

'tfi  Admit ie.  Blockading  Sywi<him%off  Charleston. 
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Report  of  Commander  Balch.  U.  B.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sey- 
mour. U.  8.  Army,  expretaiag  ttaanki  for  the  prompt  ooopermtion  of  the  naval  foroe. 

C.  s.  Steam  Sloop  Pawner, 
Off  JachtonmiU,  Fla.,  FAr      .     '.  lMJh 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thai  ?m  movements  of  impor- 
tance have  taken  place  since  mv  last  communication. 

Reinforcements  have  armed,  and  active  operations  an-  going  on  bo 
itrengthen  the  defense  of  this  place,  ami  at  this  time  no  lean 
entertained  for  Kb  safetn  . 

I  herewith  forward,  for  youi  information,  b  communication  from 
i.  rteral  Seymour,  of  this  oate,  In  relation  to  the  lion]  ntion  of 

the  whole  naval  force  on  this  station.  1  have  olread]  advised  you  of 
the  Btate  of  affairs  following  the  battle  In  which  our  foroea  were 
repuleed.  and  which   rendered   it  imperative  That  I  should  assume  the 

ing  this   vessel,  the    Water    Witch,  and   2 
Chtng  till  the  safety  of  oar  troops  was  assured.    At   the  earliest 
moment  deemed  prudent  I  directed  Lieuteatant-Oommaiider  Pender 

-i   to  proceed   to  earn   oul   your  orders  to  relieve  the 
The    Watm    Wit  ea  the  oar  La  safety  on  the  85th,  the  Dai 

■  '/will  leave  in  furtherance  of  your  orders  as  soon  as  she  can  safely 

\-  |  protection  (lO  OUT  transports  passing  up  and  down  the  St. 
John's*]  have  sent  the  Norwich  to  fellow  Bias  with  directions  to 
her  commander  to  send  reooonoHsring  parties  Ashore  to  ascertain  it  the 
enemy  are  in  thai  vicinity.  I  w  a.-  to-day  informed  by  General  Bey- 
moor  thai  I"  had  seal  two  companies  to  Yellow  Bluff  to  put  up  a 
blockhon  op  the  ground,  etc. 

The  naval  battery  sent  on  shore  by  Commander  Creighton  remains 
in  position,  but  in  view  of  the  heavj  reinforcements,  together  with 
the  fortifications  thrown  up  in  this  vicinity.  I  shall  probably  in  a  day 
01  tWO   withdraw  th  en.      I  deem  it  proper  to 

cull  the  attention  of  the  admiral  commanding  to  the  delicate  position 
in  which    I  was  placed   in    being  called    upon    faff  urgent    necessity   to 

KssunM  command  here.  -Aw\  in  justice  to  myself  I  oan  only  say  that 

Commaade]  Creighton,  throwing  aside  every  consideration  oi*  self, 

and  only  actuated   by  patriotic   motives,  advised  me  mot  earnestly  to 

is  I  have  done,  and  I  reluctantly  ssst  nted 

The  admiral  commanding  will,  J   trust,  feel   that    m   this  course  of 

action  Commander  Creighton  i-  entitled  to  much  commendation,  and 

I  gladly  bring  it  to  sour  noti<     . 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  on  this  station. 

lam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ceo.    B.    I'M 'ii, 
<  btmtutndi  r  and  $ 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorkn, 

Squadron^  qff  <  A 

mm,} 

Odors.  District  of  Florida,  Dkit.  of  the  South, 

',.  l-'la..  !■'■!•  '864. 

rani:  The  ciroumstancee  tha4  recentirj  compelled  the  presence 

of  a  larger  naval    force  than   usual  at   this   point    1mm,  mger  of 
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paramount  consequence,  I   communicate  the  fad   to  yon  for  j 

information. 

I  can  not  let  this  occasion  pass  without  heartily  thanking  you,  cap- 
tain,  for  tin-  promptness  and  cordiality  \\itli  wbicn  arrangements  I 
made  l>y  yon  to  assist  us  at  d  moment  when  it  appeared  probabk  thai 
tin-  rigorous  Bssistanoe  of  tin-  Feres  under  your  command  would  be 
necessary. 

I  am,  way  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  Seymour, 
Brigadii r- Gt >•> /<>-'.  Con        ding. 
Captain  G,  I*.  Balch,  V.  s.  Navy, 

riding  Ntnal  Fc\  i  JoM*  /.'■ 


Roport  of  Commander  Reynolds,  IT  .B.  Navy,  regarding  condition*  In  Jacksonville,  Fla, 

Naval  DSPOT,  Pout  Royal,  S.  C.  March  ■',,  iSG±. 

Bn:  Beinjjon  shore  this  morning,  I  met  u  army  quartern 
who  bad  last  come  up  From  Jacksonville,  [Fla.],  and  In1  informed  me 
thai  tin-  rebels  were  in  Force  about  4  miles  From  the  town,  making 
gradual  approaches,  Boppoeed  to  be  about  UkOOO  or  16.000  strong. 

General  Gillmore  oaoie  up  last  night.     In  this  state  of  things  Ca] 
Iklch  will  hardly  Bend  up  she  I '<<<<•;'■■ .  I  suppose,  as  Bfae  was  anchored 
in  a  position  BO  IS  to  sweep  the  opeu   ponton  between  the  town  and 
woods. 

Respectfully, 

William  Reynolds, 

unmodore  s.  (.'.  Rowan. 
Comdy.,  pro  iempon .  South  AtUuUio  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Baloh,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  genoral  affairs  at  Jackionvillc,  Fla. 

U.  8.  8.  Pawmm 
Off Jadwn  >•///,.  /«'///.,  March  0,  M 

Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  thut  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
1st  instant  sharp  tiring  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  our  advance, 
\\  Inch,  I  learned  from  General  Seymour  on  visiting  him  at  his  request, 
was  between  his  forces  and  the  eneuu 

I  dropped  this  ship  in  BSClose  to  McCoy's  Creek  as  the  depth  of 
water  would  allow,  moored  her  head  and  stem,  shifted  three  gUUS 
o\er,  end  made  every  preparation  for  a  fight,  which  seemed  likely  to 
take  place. 

The  Ottawa  shifted  her  anchorage  just  shove  the  Pawns*,  and  by  a 
hawser  to  this  ship  sprang  her  T>roadside  in  the  direction  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy. 

To  Commander  Creighton^  of  the  .1/  uid  been  assigned  the 

defense  of  tin-  flank  bj  way  of  Bogan'a  [Hogarth's]  Creek,  and  he 
lost  do  time  in  taking  an  advantageous  position 

As  yet  the  enemy  ha-  developed  no  plan  •  f  attack,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  he  will  rest  satisfied  in  keeping  our  troops  in  and  close 
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Esonville.  You  know  iiow  hardly  the  enemy  is  pressed 
for  supplies,  and  bfa  force  in  teonl  of  Jacksonville  enable*  bim  to 
drive  cattle,  etc,  to  the  Confederate  foroea  to  other  parts. 

Greel  activity  has  been  shown  here  In  erecting  ear&workBi  etc.,  and 
I  am  confident  that  an  artack  on  the  foroea  bow  here  would  be  hand 
l\  repulsed.     We  can  not  gel  Prom  the  gunboats  a  cross  Are.  bat 
m  admirable  Hank  Bra.    The  rebels  were  at  Three  Mile 
Branch,  and  the  artillery  duel  on  the  W  instant  took  place  Prom 
4  miles  from  Jacksonville. 

[sent  an  expedition  la-t  night,  under  command  of  Acting  Knsign 
Thomas  Moon-,  of  this  ship,  to  .Mandarin,  distant   16  milt-  up  tin-  St. 

JobnV,  for  me  purpose  «>f  capturing  a  man  by  the  name  of  .loins.  Mr. 
Moore  was  successful,  and  I  now  have  Mr.  Jones  on  board  the /'//■ 

My  reasons  for  taking  liim  are  that  he  has  heen  employed   b)   Genera] 

Firn-uan  in  transporting  stores,  froope,  etc.  Il<-  i>  owner  of  a  sloop 
capable,  I  boh  informed,  oi  carrying  a  company  of  men,  and  that  he 
has  been  very  inimical  to  the  Union  people  at  Mandarin;  in  fad.  I 
received  yesterday  information  that  thu  sloop  was  to  be  used  to-nighl 
or  in  a  few  days  tor  tin-  purpose  of  transporting  troops  across  to 
Mandarin  to  make  a  raid.  I  have  therefofe  aa  a  first  step  takcu  Mr. 
Jones,  and  if  I  can  will  gel  bio  -loop. 

That  the  raid  may  be  stormed,  1  have  just  sent  (n::',o  p.  m.)  the 
Oolumbhu  with  ii  fore-  detailed  from  this  ship  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  J.  V7.  Philip  up  the  St.  John's  River  with  directions  to 
rapture  the  raiders  should  the  attempt  DC  made  to  cross. 

Reinforcements  are  coming  in  and  some  ten  pieces  of  artillery 
arrived  to-d:i\ . 

The  Dai  uhing  will  leave  in  the  morning  if  the  tide  serves. 

The  Warwick  i-  Don    at    Yellow    Bluff,  and  I  shall    semi  herd.. 

May  port  to  look  oul  for  out  Interests  mere.    There  arc  u.  oumbei  of 
refugees  which  have  to  !"•  cared  for. 
I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  on  this  station, 

I  inn.  very  illy,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geobob  B.  Baloh, 
Commander ahd  Senior  <>$>.,  /w^nt. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgben, 

i        ■■■■'/>  Illocktli/.  ■■■■'■,1'J'  Cli'irlstou. 


Order  of  Commander  Balch,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching.  relieving  him  from  further  duty  in  St  John's  River. 

r   s.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Qf  Jacksonville  Fh>..  March  6,  fAfff 

•  The  necessity  for  the  longer  presence  of  the  Dai  China  hai 
passed]  and  I  therefore  relieve  you  from  further  duty  in  the  St.  John's 
River,  and  you  will  proceed,  as  early  as  ths  water  on  the  bar  will  per- 
mit, to  carrj  oul  the  admiral's  orders  to  proceed  toTfybee, 
Verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

Geo.  B.  Baloh, 
tanand*  i  rwor  Officer  / 

i  ommaadeT  .1.  C.  <  'n  mm. in. 
mantHng  U,  8,  8,  Dai  Ching^  tfff  Magport  Milh, 
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Order  of  Commodore  Rowan,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Batch.  U   8.  Nary. 

LQ8BZF    NlY    lii'iNMKKS. 

Sik:  General  Seymour  baying  stated,  in  his  aoteof  the  90th  ultimo. 
that  the  army  Feels  secure  without  the  additional  naval  foi  will 

therefore  send  the   Ptnon*  to  Port  Royal  Foi    repairs,  unk 
unforeseen  exigency  makes  her  detention  necesaary. 

I  i:i'.  i  frequent  interviews  with  the  commanding  general,  and  inform 

linn  that  you  ar«-  prepaivd  t«>  cooporuti-  with  him  at  all  times  and  with 

your  whole  foi 
I  thank  you  for  the  good  judgment  displayed  in  retaining  tb< 

at  BO  critical  R  t i i in- . 

You  will  also  present  my  acknowledgment*  to  Commander  Creigh- 
ton  for  hk  cheerful  acQuiescence  under  the  circumstances  attendant 
upon  your  assuming  command  of  the  naval  Form  b  in  the  St.  Job 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  G  Ron 
(htnmanding  SoutA  Atlantic  Blockading 

Comnmiuli-r  Qt.  !'■.  Baxoh, 

:,',„■  Offiea  Present^  St.  JohtCti 


Report  of  Commander  Batch.  V.  8.  llavy,  regarding  a  cooperative  expedition  to  PaUtka  Fla 

1'.  8.  Steam  8LOOF  Paw  mi 
CtfJaekww&U)  /■'•'".,  Mat  -<U. 

t  'ommodokk:  I  have  thr  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
'-•tli  instant  General  Beymour  notified  me  that  he  intended  Bending  a 
is  to  Talatka.  and  Baking  for  m\  cooperation.    This  1  gladly  gave, 
and  as  be  pi  lending  the  troops  up  the  St.  John's  during  the 

night,  I  could  "iiU  offer  him  the  Goharibme.  as  the  Ottawa  drew  too 
much  water  to  cross  the  flats  at  Orange  Milk  unless  it  were  during 
i he  •  i .•  i  v .  and  would  hai  e  t>.  be  towed  across  the  flats  at  that  time;  No 
resistance  was  anticipated,  and  we  decided  upon  the  Cohtmbim  and 
the  Pawned i  launch,  with  a  heavy  L2-pounder,  to  convoy  the  troops, 
This  was  promptly  done,  and  before  tin-  arrival  of  the  troops  it  was 
i  imil  thai  i  landing  might  safely  be  made.  The  troops  larulcil 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  and  at  once  set  about  fortifying 
the  pi 

Inad  <1  information  of  tin- '\  -i.  n      .i  a -torn-wheel  steamer 

up  the  Ocklauaha  River,  and  I  gave  orders  to  Acting  Master  J.  ('. 
Champion,  of  this  ship,  to  capture  bar  if  possible.  Prom  a  report 
which  I  receive'    From  him  whilst  I  was  a!  ion  the  l_'th  instant 

he  bfl  Dcceeded  in  finding  her.     lie.  however,  in  company  with 

the  Goi  tarted  up  the  St.  John's,  and  I  am  in  hopes  thai  i! 

ma\  sapturing  oer  which  would  be  ex< lingly  useful 

in  this  river.  The  extension  of  our  lines  to  Palatka  will  render  it 
necessary  to  patrol  the  river,  as  it  is  probable  the  rebels  will  endeavor 
to  stop  tin-  transports  passing  up  and  down.  Palatini  is  distant  75 
miles  from  mis  plan-,  and  there  are  bluffs  on  the  west  side  where 
batteries  might  be  placed  and  which  would  snnoj  our  transports 
greatly.     I  snail  a*  the  earliest  possible  moment,  after  her  return  From 
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ilic  expedition  tin  tiie  St.  Join  -.  Band  the  I  \tlumbim  i"  pou,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order1  of  the  4th  instant,  l»nt  which  I  was  not  iu  receipt 
of  in  lime  t<«  sand  her  before  going  up  the  St.  Joan's. 

With  the  vrr\  extended  linewhaehwenovi  have,  being  just  LOO  miles 

from  the  bar,  it  will,  with  the  Pawned*  departure  for  Port  Royal,  be 

toon  d  i  diificull  matter  to  thoroughly  guara  even  point  where  demon 

.strut  ions  mux  Ik-  made  hy  the  enenn       A  tug  IS.  1   rasped  fully  suij- 

.  almost  Indispensable,  and  as  an  attack  may  be  made  hen  :tt  any 

merit,  though  1  think  oot  likely  now.  I  do  noi  Like  to  issume  the 

ponsibility  of  dividing  my  force  more  thau  is  sotuallj  neces  i 

The  i'ii. «D3  number,  from  various  reports,  some  US, 000  to  90,000 men 

ih    thifl    ueinity.      The    fort  ilica.t  ions    thrown    up    linv    by    our    troop.- 

would,  in  my  opinion,  render  an  attack  by  the  enemy  extremely 
basaroous,  especially  with  s  Banking  fire  from  the  nasal  force.  I  b 
no  fear  of  as  attack  here,  and  I  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  Genera] 
mom-  haq  received  a  mimher  of  heavy  "runs,  which,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  will  be  in  position:  and  this  notice  leads  me  to  not  avail 
myself  ol  oration  of  detaining  the  Ptown*  ■  Longer  than  me  spring 

tides.  She  baa  been  in  need  of  repairs  for  months,  and  nul<  -  some 
unforeseen  difficulty  should  arise  she  will  leave  for  rdrt  Royal  about 
the  88d  Instant  If  a  tug  can  possibly  be  Bpared  for  service  here  it 
would  render  the  most  valuable  service.  The  OUa  em  lias  bo  be  towed 
across  the  Hats,  and  I  expect  to  be  asked  for  a  gunboat  of!  Palatkaas 
an  additional  protection  cothe  force  now  there,  some  LSOOmea,  Hie 
Norwich  Is  down  ut  the  bar,  where  a  number  of  refugee  live  and 
require  protection.  [  shall  carrj  out  yom  instructioni m  relation  to 
having  frequent  interviews  with  the  commanding  general,  and  1  I 
any  expressed  my  readiness  t<>  cooperate  with  bun  in  every  way  in 
power  and  thai  i  bad  your  orders  to  do  so.     It  will  begxntifying 

to  you   D0  l<aiii  that  we  are   in    bappj  accord,  and    that  nothing 
transpired  to  mar  the  pleasant  intercourse-  which  should  exist  between 
the  two  branches  i  d  the  sen  ii  i 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  commendation  of  my 
course  in  detaining  the  naval  force  here  daring  the  critical  time  fol- 
lowing the  battle  of  ( llustee. 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  00  this     i  aion. 

I  am,  very  ully.  your  obedient  servant, 

QllO.  B.  Baltii. 
,■<■  <  and  Senior  Ojf!<. r  /'. 
« fommodore  8.  < !.  Row  ls, 

<  bmdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdp.  Sguadfon,  <>jj'  (on* 


Report  of  Commander   Baton,   U.  8.   Nary,    announcing   the   capture  of  the  Confederate 

Steamer  General  Bumter. 

D.  S.  Stk.vm  Sloop  Pawweb, 
Off  Jack  ,  l-'/u..  March  ;>;.  1864. 

t'oMMoiKiiiK,:  I  have  just  received  a  report  from  Acting  Ensign  F. 
V7,  Sanborn  announcing  the  capture  of  the  steamer  General  Sum 
at  Great  Lake  George,  on  me  li'th  instant.     He  has  manned  her.  armed 
her  with  a  howitzer,  and  dispatched  her  for  the  purpose  of  capturing 

•Noi  found 
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tin-  flattie  Brook,  which  la  represented  bs  b  fine  Dew  steamer,  and  be 
■act  information  «>f  her  nrberenbouta 
1  shall  send  the  Ottawa  bo  Palatini  in  tin-  morning  i"  relieve  the 
•uul  will,  iit  tin-  earliest  moment,  dispatch  her  to  yon 
obedience  to  70m  ord< 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Qm •■  B.  B Miii. 
■  ■ 
Oommodore  8.  C.  Rowan. 

Comdff.  South  Atlantic  Bloehdg.  Souadron^  off  Chart* 


Report  of  Commander  Balcb,  U.   8.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  of  Brigadier-General  Bey- 

monr.  U.  8.  Army. 

r.  s.  Sikam  Sloop  Pawnbb, 
Off  Jachom  /..  March  ic.  /■■•■ 

Commodore:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  em  usidcntial 

communication  of  thifl  date,  and  I  have,  very  respectfully,  to  report 
thai  I  it  once  complied  with  the  request  ol  General  Seymour, 
patching  the  Ottawa  toPalatka  toassiat  in  the  defense  of  thai  pi 

I  have  been  informed  thai  the  general  sent  up  to  night  several  heavy 
guns,  end  tnev  will  probably  be  in  position  to-mora 

The  Oohunmne  will  return  to  Palatka,  I  judge,  by  the  L8th  or  19th, 
and  will,  unlesB  Bus  !b  absolutely  required  for  tim  defense  of  thai  place, 

leave  this  station  to  join  you. 

I    should    be  pleased    to  have   your  instructions    in    reference  to   the 

capture  and  disposition  of  such  property  M  1  may  Ik;  able  to  take. 

lean  eel  some  800  bars  of  flat  railroad  Iron,  and  perhaps  as  many 
live  oak  knees:  the  railroad  iron,  being  greatly  In  demand  in  I 
federaoy, had  letter  be  taken,  if  for  bo  other  purpose  than  bo  prevent 

railing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  ship's  knee-*  would  bfl 
valuable  for  the  Government  Some  rosin,  turpentine,  and  cotton 
have  been  captured,  and  if  the  prize  steamer  8wnter,  which  has  jjone 
after  the  Hatti  Hn»  •'.  -nmed-  in  capturing  her  we  shall  get,  I  learn, 

a  handsome  lot  of  eotton. 

When  I  get  the  reports  of  Acting  Master  Champion,  of  this  ship, 
whom  1  sent  up  in  the  launch  to  capture  the  Haiti,  Brock,  and  \(  ting 
Ensign  Sanborn,  oomuianding  the  OcH/wnbina,  I  will  report  in  detau 
I'm  your  informal 

I  am.  I  Mvtfully,  your  ola  'dient  servant, 

Geo.  Ii.  Bau  h, 
r '//"/  Senior  Cffio&r  Present. 

Commodore  8,  (  .  Qowan, 

Oomdff,  South  Atlantic  BloMy 

(Kiiclosore.] 

IIors.  District  of  Florida,  Deft,  of  the  .South. 

./,..,  /.     March  '■ 

i   mtain:  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that  the   '  .  cap- 

ut! ed  on  the  L8th  Instant,  in   Lake  (icor#e,  the  steamer  Sumter,  with 
all  her  officers  and  crew ;  that  the  Sumter  has  been  manned  and  sent 
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after  the  Hattis  Brock,  which,  it  i>  believed,  will  also  be  captured  witih 
uImjui  es  of  cotton. 

This  information  is  received  Ibis  morning  from  OoloneJ  Barton,  and 
will  give  vuu  no  greater  pleasure  nan  it  bas  given  myself,  rhe  dif- 
ficulties that  have  be  n  overcome  bj  the  Cohtmbvn*  ire  represented 
■a  having  been  great,  sod  it-  commander  much  credit  for  the 

exercise  of  great  Intelligence  and  energy  in  having  overcome  thi 
I  trust  these  qualities  will  be  rewarded  to  a  -till  greater  extent  bj 

still  greater  >iicicv«. 

Those  small  steamers  will  be  oJ  the  greatest  value  t<»  us  in  oavi 

fating  the  river  and  for  BOOOting    in  regions  where  VCSSsIe  0$    beavler 
raft  could  sot  penetrate.     If  possible,  I  shall  therefore  be  glad  to 
have  them  for  these  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedietri  servant, 

T.  Skymocr, 
/;.  tndina. 

Oapt  (i.  &  Hau;ii.  V.  S.  Navy. 

Sfc  John's  L 


Order  of   Commander   Batch,  0.  B.  Kavy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Breeee,  U.  8.  Havy, 
commanding  U    8.  8.  Ottawa,  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  Palatka,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S'if.am   BLOOP   Pawn; 
(tfJaekeonvilh,  F!<i..  March  i'7,  186^ 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Ottawa  to  Palatka  and  assisl  in  the  defense 

of  that   place.      It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  IB  in  that  vicinity,  and  1 

reooesi  that  you  will  cooperate  with  Colonel  Barton,  commanding  at 
Palatka.  to  tfie  full  extent  of  your  force  in  defending  that  plaoej  and 
be  pleased  to  gather  evert  information  that  will  aid  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged.     Report  to  me  all  information  of  importance.    Send 

the  Cohtmavm  t<>  Qds anchorage  as  eO00  as  she  returns  to  1'alatka  with 
her  prize  or  prizes. 

1  am.  i  ••)  j  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

'   11.  IUi/h. 
Commander  and  Praent 

Mentenant^Commander  >.  L.  Bw 

(hmmandAng  f.  8%  's'-  Ottawa^  off  'JaoktonvSla  JFfa, 


B«port  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  TJ.  8   Ma*y,  regarding;  the  repnlae  of  th©  enemy 

at  Palatka.  71a. 

U.  8.  S.  Ottawa, 
s?.  John's  !::■■>.  of  Palatka,  March  &i, 

Siu:  1  have  the  honor  to  reporl  to  you  that  thi-  afternoon  at  I:  - 
p.m.  beard  Erring  at  the  front,  rebels  advancing  and  driving  the  pickets 
before  them.  At  1:40  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  heat  to  quarters. 
At  1:46  p.  m.  commenced  Bhelling  the  woods  n  the  direction  of  the 
enemy  and  hack  of  the  town  with  tip'  L.Vi-pouuder  and  30  pounder 
rifled  1'arrott  guns,  at  the  same  tim«-  dropping  down  the  river  to  get 
an  enfilading  fire.  At  8:18  ceased  ttring,  by  request  from  shore,  as 
the  enemy  were  retreating  At  2:20  moored  ship  head  and  stern  in 
position  to  continue  the  action,  if  necessary. 
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I  am  pleased  to  state  thai  the  efforts  of  this  vessel  wen  appreeiati 
by  tin-  commanding  officer  on  shore.  It  appears  that  there  wa 
one  injured  on  onreide.  The  attacking  tore-  in  the  advance  was  aot 
more  than  800  cavalry,  I  believe.  I  regret  to  sa\  that  two  of  the 
30^pounder  shell  miscarried,  one  tumbling  over  and  oiling  short  and 
the  o&er  exploding  before  reaching  it-  proper  destination.  Fifteen 
.-hell  were  fired  altogether.    The  less  of  t h<-  enemy  is  not  known. 

I  presume  the  Golumbineaad  bar  prises  have  arrived  at  Jackson  villo 
ere  this,  as  they  left  here  at  12:80  this  afternooni  I  would  beg  to 
remind  you  thai  el  is  vnv  mnefa  in  want  ofooaL 

Very  re-peetfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

S.    LlVIN.iST.i.N    BSBI 

Commander  QbQBSBI   B,  IVai.ch. 

Senior  Officer,  (  a  mi.  St.  Jbl  la. 


Beport  of  Commander  Balcb.  U.  6.  Nary,  regarding  the  enforced  detention  of  the  V.  8.  8. 
Pawnee  in  the  8t.  John's  River. 

r.  s.  Straus  Sloop  Pawner, 
OffMaypori  MM*.  St.  John's  Bitter,  Mat 

CommodoIsb:  J  have  the  honor  to  report  that  tin-  Pawn*  arrived  at 
this  anchorage  last  evening,  aad  would  ha  Ing, 

hut  tin-  sea  on  the  bar  was  too  heavy  f"i  '-ven  vessels  of  iess  draft  than 
the  Ptoxmoe.    That  no  effort  might  be  wanting,  [sent  1 1  *  •  \biru 

with  two  pilots  to  examine  me  bar,  and  ( 1  ■  *  ■  report  wae  that  there  was 
too  heavy  ■  sea  for  tin-  /'  to  cross  with  safety.    The  armj  pilots 

would  not  take  tin-  11  n   I).   /■'>■/</  or  <  •  r  tin    bar  this  morning, 

their  draft  being  much  lees  than  the  Poumos9*. 

1  deem  it  my  dot)  bo  state  that  tin-  pilots  bare  seem  to  think  that 
there  is  scarcerj  a  chance  to  get  this  ship  out  till  the  next  spring  tides, 
and  from  the  stiff  breeae  now  blowing  from  the  N.  EL  (which  makes  a 
heavy  sea  on  the  bar).  I  concur  in  that  opinion.  1  .shall  therefore  leave 
tin'-,  ship  at  this  anoooraffe,  awaiting  a  chance  to  eross  the  bar,  and 
will  Bend  I-'  Jacksonville. 

"ih"  Oofatmbuu  could  make  nothing  against  the  wind  an.)  Bee  outside, 
and  she  features  some  little  repairs,  which  will  take  two  days.  By 
that  in""'  i  hope  the  weather  wul moderate  so  that  leave  to 

join  yon  ofl  (  fflfl  I 

The  Ottawa  still  remains  at  Palatka^and,  I  am  pleased  t"  state, save 
increased  confidence  to  the  forces  stationed  :it  that  place.  I  have  been 
informed  many  times  that  the  people  in  these  parts  have  a  wholesome 
dread  <»f  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  t"  report  all  well  under  my  command, and  that  the 
most  satisfactory  relatione  exist  between  &e  commanding  general  and 
myself. 

May  I  a  ii  Rod  thai  you  run  spare  a  tug.  that  you  will  detail 

one  for  -  n  this  station!    <  me  would  be  exceedingly  useful  hen-. 

where  I  bave  so  long  a  Hoe  of  eommunicatiom  to  keepopeOi 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B   I". \h-h. 
Commando)  nior  Offioo)  !'>■-< nt. 

Commodore  S.  (.:.  BOWAK, 

n ■<! ;.-.  South  Atlantic  Blkdg  Sj  off  Chariarton,  S.  C. 


297 

Order  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Batch,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  retain  the* 
V.  S.  8.  Pawnee  in  the  St.  Johns  and  lend  the  U.  8.  8.  Columbine  to  Charleston,  8.  C. 

i.-iiii     \  i  u     Ii:>  )\iidks. 

Of  Morris  Idamd^  »,  1864. 

Sjce:  Yours  of  the  L5th.and  i*;tli  instant, enclosing confidential  letter 
ii  ( renera  mr,  lm\  e  been  received. 

i  '  the  /'mr,,      :i  ii..-  St.  John's  aeems  to  be  i 
present    Therefore,  if  this  should  reach  you  before  she  has  been 
dispatched  to  Port  Royal,  you  will  detain  her  until  you  receii  e  further 
instructions,  and  dispatch  the  <  ohtmbitu  to  this  am  borage  as  earl 
practicable,  \  is  Port  itoyal 

ire  the  railroad  iron  and  the  lire  oak  knees,  if  i  .  and  send 

both  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  depot  st  rorf  Poyal  for  Future 
disposition. 
You  will  cause  a  survey  and  appraisement  to  be  made  on  the  steamer 
entlj  captured,  and  «>f  any  other  vessel  01 
thai  may  be  taken  from  the  enemy.    Forward  t><  Die  the  report  of  the 
surveying  officer  in  duplicate. 

Veory  respectfully,  yourobedienl  Bervant, 

(  '.    HdWAN. 

Commodore^  Oomdg.  8outh    ■  Squadron, 

Commander  <;.  B.  Balos. 

P.  S.  -Be  very  guarded  in  taking  anything  horn  tin-  shore  without 
it  clear  understanding  with  the  army.  If  you  find  the  >li<rbu->t  ohjee- 
ti'Mi  on  the  part  of  the  command]  ml,  or  other  functionary 

may  claim  control,  let  the  mattei  reel  H. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breeac,  XT.  S.  Hivj.  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ottawa,  regard- 
ing the  grounding  of  that  vessel  in  the  Bt.  John's  River  wnilo  performing  transport 
duty. 

r   s.  Qcnboat  Ottawa, 
Ptdatka^  I- hi.,  March  :>;.  i 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  on  the  2 lib  inatanl 

on  board  this  vessel  86  soldiers,  undej  the©  ramandof  Captain 
Nichols  and  [iieuteaantTsntum,  of  the  Forty  eighth  New  fork  Vol 
BOtct-rs,  f<>r  the  purpose  of  transporting  them  up  the  river  as  far  06 
Dunn's  Creek.    They  were  not  prepared  to  start  until  dark,  when  I 
comni  steaming  for  the  damnation,  but  the  pilot  making  a  isle* 

take,  the  vessel  grounded  before  we  bad  gone  i  mile  A.1I  exertions 
were  made  to  get  her  afloat  at  once,  but  railed.  She  <li«l  not  float 
again  until  near  4  o'clock  in  tin-  morning,  when  it  was  too  bate  t<>  pro- 
1.  1  anchored  olT  Palatini  until  2:30  j>.  m.  yesterday,  when  I  got 
underway  and  proceeded  to  the  <  reek.  I  than  embarked  the  nun  i-j-i 
in  all,  8  guides)  in  our  launch,  fir>t  and  second  cutters.  The  coin* 
mand  thru  ttel  oil  up  the  creak  in  oar  boats.  1  returned  «•>  my  pi 
tion  off  i'alatka.  I  jrave  my  boats]  it  the  request  of  Colonel  Bart 
who  represented  to  me  the  oecessih  for  aavingthem.    They  returnea 

this  afternoon  withom  sec plishing  the  object  intended.    None  of 

mj  r      I  bavesuppi    l  the  jinny  with  the  necessary  eig: 

for  day  and  night, 
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The  deserters  who  come  in  represent  the  rebels  as  bein  trong 

Borne  14  miles  from  here,  tad  contemplate  making  an  attack  - 

We  ;uv  prepared  for  them. 

Vcrv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.    Livi  BbBEBE. 

Lit  "'■  riant- (  'mi,  .  >' .  8.  a 

Commander  G.  B.  Dad  b, 

&  aim-  Officer,  JaekwntoUUi  2 


Order  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Belch,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  communicate 
with  the  commending  general  regarding  the  retention  of  the  naval  force  in  the  St. 
John'i  River. 

Flagship  New  Iuonmdis. 
OfMorru  Mand,  South  Carolina^  March  88t  i- 
:  l  mo  desirotu  of  oUaimng  the  views  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral  of  the  United  States  troop-,  in  Florida  in  reference  to  the  necessity 
of  retaining  the  naval  foroee  m  the  St  John's, 

Von  will  therefore,  on  receipt  of  this,  addrese  him  aoommnnication 
embodying  the  Babject-matter  of  this  enquiry,  and  forward  to  me  bk 
reply. 

Resp-ct hilly,  your  obedient  servant. 

8.  (•.  Rowan, 
Commotion .  Qomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bla  ■■>n. 

Commander  (b  en, 

I'.  8.  8,  Pawnee,  Senior  Officer  IVeoent, 

>y.  John's,  Fh'fi'f'i. 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,  IT.  S.  Navy,  aetting  forth  the  need  of  an  additional  light-draft 

gunboat  in  St.  John'e  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 
OfMayport  Milk,  Flo,,  March  50,  196^ 
Commodore:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  .1  communication  of  the 
38th  instant  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  of  the  Ottawa,  for 
your  information.     The  Off, km  ifl  rendering  good  service  off  Palatka 
in  cooperating  with  our  forces  stationed  at  that  plat  <• 

I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that  about  §00  cavalry  vesterday 
attacked  and  drove  in  our  pickets  to  the  mtrenchments,  and  you  will 
perceive  from  the  report  or  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  that  t 

am  reports  of  a  force  of  i'»,lKJil  men  being  in  the  Vicinity  of  Palatka. 
The  Off, urn  opened  ffre  yesterday,  hut  I  have  not  yet  received  a  report 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  in  relation  to  the  attack,  when 
I  do,  which  will  probably  be  by  next  boat,  I  will  promptly  forward  it 
for  your  information,  i  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  I  bad  a  conver- 
sation to-day  with  (burial  (iilliuore.  w\  ied  anxious  that  an 
additioji  should    be  nude  to  the  naval    fore.-  nil  this  river,  and  in  view 

of  the  large  force  believed  to  be  concentrating  in  the  vicinity  of  Palatka, 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  an  addition  of  ait  least  one  light  draft  gun- 
boat D8  sent  lure.      When  the  Pawn*   leaves,  which  she  will,  if  pi 
hie,  on  the  next   spring  tides,  .sav  the  nth  or  7th    April,  there   will    be 

oprj  the  Maluuka  and  WorvficA  off  Jacksonville  and  the  Ottawa  oil 
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Palatka.    Knowing  the  many  demands  for  the  services  <.f  all  the  vessels 

of  the  fleeti  it  ia  with  reluctance  thai  I  ask  foi  another  vessel,  but  1 

i  it  m\  duix  to  call  attention  to  tin   itate  "i"  affaire  here,  tlr.it  you 

h  stepa  ;ts.  in  y«>ur  judgment,  the  necessity  of  the  ease 

reqoixesi    The  defenses  at  Falatka  are  aiid  to  be  quite  strong,  though 

I  have  thoughl  from  an  inspection  of  the  approaches  bo  thai  place  thai 

it  wns  not  easily  defended.    General  Seymour,  with  whom  I  bare  had 

Creqnenl  conference,  differs  with  me  in  opinion  and  believes  that  it 

eao  successfully  resist  sn  attack  from  10,000  men. 

The  defenses  of  Jacksonville  are  strong,  and  1  have  hul  little  fear 

of  an  attack  here.     The  Mahaska  is  anchored  so  as  to  protect  the   left 

Bank,  takine  the  position  held  Wythe  Amoks*,  and  the  Norwich  pro- 
lit  Hank,  having  taken  the  Maha  litioa.    The  left 
flank  we  think  the  key  to  the  position,  and  I   have  no  doubt  of  our 
being  able  to  anccessfullj  repulse  any  attack. 

aid  you  deem  it  nci  cssarv  t<.  send  u  gunboat  to  the  St.  John's,  I 
respectfully  suggi  jhl  draft,  a*  it  isimpossihle  for  even  the  or; 

to  gel  Up  to  I'alatka  without  .she  is  towed  aCTOSS  th<'  Date  near  OfBl 
Mills. 

General  ir  has  boon  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  district 

of  Florida  and  I  reneral  I  latch  has  assumed  command.    1  have  expressed 
my  readinesa  to  cooperate  in  every  way  in  my  power. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  tervautj 

Geo.  B.  Ba&ch, 
Commander  and  v  n  ■ .  f*ns,  ,<t. 

Commodore  S.  ('.  Kowan, 

Obmda.  8outh  AUantu  Blockdff,  -v  .  ■>$' chnrhsUm. 

[Sndoncm«nt.| 
Thfl  I'nntlUh;  has  been  dispatched  to  the  St.  .John's,  ;is  requested  by 

Genera]  Gilhmore. 

Kespectfullv, 

S.  a  Kowan. 

[Enclomre.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Pulatka,  Flo.,  tfaroh  ::>.  /••'/;. 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  appeared  in  about 
the  same  force  as  on  the  occasion  of  my  former  report,  this  afternoon, 

and  drove  in  the  pickets,  The  batteries  opened  fire  OS  shore,  and  1 
opened  from  this  vessel  with  the  80  pounder  and  300-pOUnder,  Bring 
one  shell  from  the  latter  and  nine  from  the  former,  when  the  signal 
was  made  to  cease  firing,  I  lie  enemy  having  retired.  The  vessel  R/M 
underway  during  the  firing.     Nobody  hurt 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  Livingston   BSD 
Lieutenant- Coiitiiuind<:r.    I  .   &   dfovy.   - 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Balcii. 

Commanding  St  Juh>C%  River  Flotilla,  .!,><  .  /■'<<>. 
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Report  of  Commander  Balcli.  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  ropoit*  of  expedition  in 

St.  John'a  River. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sloop  1'awnkk. 
Cff  Maypori  MBIs,  Flo.,  April .'.  .< 

Commodore:  t  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  for  your  infer- 
matron  the  detailed  reports  of  Acting  Master  J.  ( '.  ( Jhampion,  of  the 
/'•'i'd,,,  and  Acting  Ensign  F.  W.  Sanborn,  of  the  Ot/urnoine,  as  also 
invoices  of  articles  captured  during  1 1 1* •  expedition  up  the  St.  John's. 

The  indefatigable  labors  of  these  officers,  end  those  under  theii 
mand.  •■nil  for  a  warm  acknowledgmenl   in  their  favor,  and  I 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  testtti  my  appreciation  of  the 
dered  by  Acting  Master  J.  0.  Cnampionand  Acting  Ensign  F.  W. S 
born;  also  Acting  Master's  Mates  T.  L.  Fisher  and  W.  B.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Alfred  Adamson.  -h'cqikI  assistant  engineer  of  the  md 

Mr.  Arthur  Price,  of  the  same  vessel,  rendered  valuable  service  in 
working  the  euginee  oi  the  prises:  indeed,  all  hands  did  well,  and 
succeeded  in  penetrating  the  St.  John's  River  920  miles  above  Jack- 
sonville, bringing  away  two  steamers  and  some  98  bales  of  cotton,  and 
other  valuable  property 

I  should  l"-  greatly  gratined  if  Acting  Master  J.  < .'.  Champion, 
Leting  Master's  Mate  Thomas  L.  Fisher,  oi  the  /'<< 
Ensign  I  .  W  Sanborn  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  B.  Bpencei 
the  ( '"/'/"i  5 .'/.. .  oould  be  promoted  one  grade,  respectively.  I  feel  well 
assured  thai  they  would  endeavor  to  merit  consideration  in  the  future 
for  sin}]  promotion,  and  cheerfully  ask  for  it  for  them,  but  entirely 
without  their  solicitation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yourobedienl  servant, 

(Jeo.  B.  Balch. 
Gommah-l-r  and 

Commodore  S.  <  .  Rowan, 

Oomdg,  South  AUanm  Blodkdg,  Squadron,  off i 

tdOfMBMBt.] 

The  recommendationscdntained  in  above  communication  areappm  »ved 
and  forwarded  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department. 

S.    C.    Mow  AN. 

i  ■  ''hi.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron* 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Master  Champion,  U.  S.  Navy. 

V.  S.   Pui/k  Stkamkk  IIattik, 
OfJ„rkxon,u/lry   Marr/j  ..'■/.  JX64. 

Bm;  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  your  «.»r<l 
instant: 

1  proceeded  up  St.  John's  River  in  charge  of  Awnss*s  launch,  in  tow 
of  u.  B.  8.  ( '••'•'>, ,l>inr,  having  under  my  command  Acting  Master's 
Mate  rii  anas  L.  Fisher  and  twelve  men  as  volunteers,  Second  Assistant 
Engineer  Alfred  Adamson.  Third  AssistaaJ  Engineer  Arthui  Price, 
and  four  firemen.  On  morning  of  the  LOth  instant  anchored  <  j  it  Palatka, 
Shortly  after  armj  trail  conveying  troops,  ariived  to  occupy 

the  town.    Ascertaining  from  Colonel  Barton,  wno  was  in  command, 
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ilia!  the  i  of  the  Oolu  tk<&  launch  were  not  requisite  for 

their  protection,  we  proceeded  up  the  river  bo  Buffalo  Bluff, where  we 
found  oik-  Hampton  Daniels,  who  kimlU  offered  to  guide  ns  where  I 
quantity  of  spirits  of  turpentine  and  rosin  was  hidden.     Dnder  his 
lance  went  io  launch  up  the  Ocklawaha  River  near!}  B  miles,  then 
creek  to  right  nearly  i!  miles,  there  obtaining  L3j  barrels  spirite 

of  turpentine  ami  '_'.'.  !.arre|>  rosin. 

As  Colon]  liarton  expressed  a  wish  for  us  u>  return  on  tin-  II  lit  to 
Palatka.  we  did  so.      Daylight  of  the  12th,  again  left  I'alatka  and  pro- 

ded  ii]  i  the  river  and  at  6:80  p<  m.  anchored  in  Great  Lake  Geo 
near  Drayton  Island.  Seeing  suspicious  lights  on  the  mainland,  we 
wi-ni  in  munch  to  ascertain  cause  of  the  same.  Finding  nothing 
onusual,  we  proceeded  t->  the  house  of  W.  P.  Rembert,  on  Drayton 
Island,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  his  son,  who  I  learned  was  in 
tin-  rebel  .  bu1  was  anxious  to  j_r«'t  clear,  but  did  not  sue© 

in  finding  him.  At  L0:80p.  m.  returned  to  the  Columbin*  sad  found 
mat  ilurinjr  "i\  iiIi.-imkc  she  hud  captured  tin-  river  steamer  Sumtei  on 
her  passage  from  the  upper  takes  to  the  Ooklawaha,  with  only  a  few 
passengers. 

Transferred  the  passengers  and  crew  of  Efwntei  (excepting  the  cook 
whom  we  retained  as  guide)  to  the  <  .     I  then  assumed  com 

mend  of  the  Sumter,  transferring  all  aims  and  ammunition  from  the 
launch,  also  the  officers  and  crew  under  my  oommand.  together  with 
Acting  Masters  Mate  W.  B.  Spencer,  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Henry  [J.  |  Johnson,  and  six  men  from  the  Cbhmbina.  At  midnight 
proceeded  up  Great  Lake  George  and  the  8k  John's  River.  Owing 
t«>  defective  machinery  and  want  of  wood,  did  not  reach  Lake  Mor 
nntiimo  the  nth  Instant     As  Boon  as  we  could  see  the  land 

marl-  proceeded  across  the  lake  to  St.  John's  River  ami  followed  it 
up  to  Deep  Creek,  where  we  found  the  steamer  Unit.;,.  At 4  p.  m.  I 
assumed  command  of  the  Hattie,  giving  tin-  <-ommand  of  Sumterto 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Spencer.  At  4: 16  p,  m.,  with  the  Haft',,  in  tow 
U  i .  we  proceeded  down  the  river,  the  engineers  and  men  of 
i  department  in  the  meantime  overhauling  the  Hat  i       ine>  and 

putting  them  in  order.     Were  obliged  to  make  wooden  valves 

for  the  feed  pumps,  as  the  original  ones  bad  been  taken  away.  Stopped 
at  Watson's  Landing,  where  we  saw  cotton  on  our  passage  up,and  took 
the  same  on  board  of  ihitti.,  finding  it  stowed  In  fire  different  places 
at  som<-  distance  apart.  At  10:80  p.  m.  proceeded  down  the  river. 
At  11:80  p.  in.  started  the  engines  of  Ilotti.  and  Found  them  to  work 
p  I  >wing  to  some  defect  in  the  Uattie's  rudders  "i  her  bad  sti  ei 
ing  qualities,  were  obliged  to  be  towed  by  Sunnier,  Notwithstanding 
all  precautions,  could  not  keep  her  dear  of  the  overhanging  trees  in 

this  very  narrow  and  eirenitous  river;  consequently  I  was  notable  to 
deliver  the  Ilotti    to  you  in  as  jjood   order  as  we  found   her.     On  the 

afternoon  of  the  i *>t li  we  were  joined  by  V ■  S.  8.  (the 

."  having  returned  to  Palatka,  where  1  assumed  oommand  of 

the  Sumter,  and  was  again  sent  hack  to  look  for  us)  at  the  head  of  Lake 

.Monroe.    The  tii  amen  then  proceeded  to  wnarf  at  Enterprise  to 

procure  W I.      While  there  found  a  small  metallic  boat  belonging  to 

the  Hattie,  which  we  took  possession  of.     After  wooding  all  steamed 
out  in  venter  of  lake  ami  authored  for  the  nieht.  having  brought  B 
the  following  colored  persona:   Three  females  and  one  mate  belonging 
to  Mr.  Sanchez;  two  males  of  Gilead  Pearson's;  one  mule  of  Captain 
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Brock's;  ooe  female  of  John  Sim-lair's.    The  colored  man  of  Captain 
Brock's  informed    Lcting  Ensign  Sanborn,  command 
\.  hnr  there  was  some  sugar  intended  for  the  rebel  army.    The  Qtfa 
in,.,  returned  for  sugar  near  Enterprise  on  morning  of  17th.  while  tin 
//«         .  ■■  mpaaiea  by  Sumter,  proceeded  down  tin   lake.     During 
afternoon  were  rejoined  by  the  t  0Z1  ■■'•-■  ■  (she  bavins  obtained  some 
sugar  and  destroyed  nil  but  one  of  the  kettles  where  it  was  manufac- 
tured) and  taken  in  tow  by  her.      \t  6  a.  m.  March  L8,  stopped  at 
\'olnsi;i  tor  wood]  and  there  found  b  cotton  gin,  gristmill,  steam  engine, 
two  worthless  rifles,  and  a  small  onanist]  of  unginned  cotton,  which 
artiolee  we  took  possession  of ,  and  destroyed  h  boiler.    The  j 
owned  bi  a  man  named  Doyle,  who  I  learned  was  in  tit**  rebel  sen  ce, 

At    lu::J.(J    i.    in.    proceeded  down  thfl  river.      At   noon  tin    ' 

and  I/utrJ,  were  mat  on  the  bar  at  head  of  Great  Lake  George, 
not  until  7  p.  in.  (»f  tii«-  I'.'th  woif"  wo  over  it;  then  inohored  For  the 
in-lit.     I  Won-  i  nthim-  succeeded  in  Grossing,  every  movable 

article  whs  taken  from  her.  with  Hattu  on  one  rsiae]  and  Sumter  am 
the  other;  she  van  then  cawed  near])  8  Inches  bj  v  sd  loan 

livers  placed  upon  the  guards  of  the  prize  steam  i  At  0  i  I  02 
90th  Instant  came  to  anchor  neat  Remhert's  plantation,  on Draj 

Island,  to  obtain  wood,  and   while    there   eaptnred    tin-   mhi  nf\\,  I*. 

Rembert,  who  had  been  ua  the  rebel  service,  Learning  from  Rem- 
bert^s overseer  that  80  rebels  were  tying  in  wail  for  as  at  Fort  Gates, 
near  Little  Lake  George,  we  barricaded  ourselves  with  bales  of  cotton, 
but  passed  the  place  without  seeing  anyone.  At  Gardner's  distillery, 
below  W'claka.  we  stopped  to  take  possession  of  all  the  copper  appara- 
tus for  distilling  spirits  of  turpentine.  In  the  meantime,  sent  the 
Snmi.i,  with  launch's  crew,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Spencer,  up 
the  Ocuawaha,  to  obtain  s  large  quantity  of  rosin  that  we  left  to 
on  our  first  trip.     The  llatt'u-,  in  tow  of  CWw  proceeded    i 

to  1'alatka.     At  8  p.  in.  anchored  off  the  town.     On  the  21st,  the  •s'»/" 
ter  not  making  ber  sppe&Tance,  with  your  permission  the  GoUumb 
went  in  search  of  her.  after  towing  the  ETattii  to  Palatks  wharf,  that 

we  might  obtain  wood  and  take  in  our  first  eaptnre  « if  soirits  of  tur- 
pentine, rosin,  and  5  bale  ittoo,  the  latter  obtained  at  Drayton 
Inland.  At  10 a.  in.  the  <'nl u „,},', ,,-  returned,  wit b  s  tow, the 
latter  having  her  engine  in  :i  disabled  condition.     Acting  Master's 

Mate  Spencer  reported  that  he  was  unable  to  reaeh  the  position  of  the 

rosin  with  the  Sumter^  or  even  by  boats,  ns  the  rebels  had  felled  trees 
across  the  river  in  main  places.  A I  noon  the  Haiti--  and  Sumter,  in 
tow  of  (  •.  left   Palatks  wharf  and  proceeded  down  the  n 

At  f.:i.~>  p,  in.  stopped  at  Locals  [Toeoil  Landing  to  take  in  some  rail- 
road iron  belonging  t<>  St.  John's  and  Si.  Augustine  railroad,  but. 
owing  to  a  severe  Btorm.  were  enable  to  work.  By  noon  of  the  22a 
Instant  had  taken  in  all  the  loose  railroad  Iron,  obtained  wood,  end 

proceeded  down  the  river.      At   dark  anchored   near  1'inev  Point    for 

the  night.  At  5  a.  in.  of  28d,  underway  and  proceeded  down  tin- 
river.  At  7  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  oh*  Jacksonville,  having  been  in  the 
enemy's  country  nearly  two  weeks,  without  say  rebels  with 

aim-  or  an\  accident  wortliv  of  note. 

The  officers  and  many  of  the  crew- under  my  command  did  noblj 
during  this  tedious  expedition,  and  I  would  especially  recommend 
Thomas  L.  Fish  Eng  master's  mate,  and  Charles   McDonald, 

man,  tot  promotion 
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would  call  your  Attention  to  tbo#  valuable  bot vices  thftt  Oftptuii 
Tumlilin  (who  was  in  command  of  the  Bumtm  when  captured] 
rendered  ua  in  acting  as  pilot  <>t"  the  Cohjmbin*}  also  to  the  following 
colored  persons  i<>  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  capture  <>f  Haifa 
iintl  cotton:  Henry,  acting  ship's  cook  of  the  CSohunhntj  and  Willie, 
who  waa  cook  of  the  when  captured. 

Vearj  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

.John  C.  ChAXFIOH, 
mg  Matter,  I .  s.  Xavy. 

omandei  (  Ibobgi  B.  Bai.ch, 

i  Pvttmty  Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  St.  Johtfl  ■' 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sanborn,  U.  8.  Tlury,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Columbine 

U.  S.  S.  COLTJMBINK, 

■v.  .John*  fitfwr,  Florida,  March  M,  mi 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  lo  report  to  you  that  I  left  hilalka  with  this 
•  I  on  the  morning  of  the  uth,  and  at  night  anchored  in  miles 
to  the  southward  of  Grreal  Qeorge  Lake,  having  tightened  her  across 
tin'  liar. 

At  earlj  daylight  of  the  15th.  again  weighing  anchor.  1  ran  to 
Enterprise  by  8.  we  having  wooded  at  Ilnwkin-viilr.    On  my  arrival 

bare,  1  saw  the  OUmterMta   Hatti*  approaching,  when  I  anchored  and 

luted  theii  approach  Jusl  before  reaching  Enterprise  the  vessel 
caught  on  tin  .  but  was  BOOU  extinguished.  After  communicating with 
other  vessels  we  all  ran  to  the  wharf  and  wooded  up,  after  which 
u  i-  am  bon  d  in  the  mouth  of  the  lake. 

Having  received  information  of  a  sugar  refinery  lieing  in  oper- 
ation, making  sugar  for  the  Confederate  State.-,,  al. out  8  miles  from 
Enterprise,  I  determined  to  destroy  it.  and  for  this  purpose  on  the 
morning  of  the  L6tfa  I  Bent  Mr.  Havis  with  the  launch  and  seven  of 
the  Kill',  eighth  New  York  ashore.  He  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
greater  portion  of  the  works  and,  by  impressing  B£J  i  tic-,  and 

wagons,  in  transporting  the  greater  portion  o\  i  b  mile  and  a  half 

of  country  to  the  river,  where  1  put  it  on  board  the  8wmUr,  I  would 
have  moir  entirely  destroyed  it  had  1  deemed  it  worth  the  l<>-s  of  life, 
hut  as  a  force  of  80  or  1<>  guerrillas  was  approaching,  and  as  they  out- 
numbered as,  we  retired. 

As  the  Hattit  had  gone  down  the  river  ahead,  I  took  the  SwnttT  in 
tow  and  ran  down  the  river.  I  had  not  gone  over  In  miles  before  I 
found  the  IfattU  ashoivunmanagoaMe.  I  took  her  in  tow  and  at  night 
ored  about  10  miles  from  Volusia. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  ran  bo  Volusia,  at  which  place  we  found 


a  cotton  gin  and  corn  mill,  together  with  a  good  engine  and  holier, 
which  la-t  we  destroyed,  taking  the  rest  on  boa  I'd  the  Il<ttti>.  We 
atso  found  some  cotton  imuirund.  I  nit  while  removing  it  on  hoard  the 
ll-itti'-  some  person  or  persons  unknown  set  it  and  the  storehou-"-  00 
tire,  both  of  which  were  soon  destroyed 

At  about  8  p.  m.  we  again  started  down  the  river,  .lust  before 
reaching  the  bar  &I  Great  Lake  George  l  let  go  the  other  raaaela  and 
attempt*  <i  to  cross  the  bar,  but  could  not.  Tfo)  Hattit  also  grounded. 
1  endeavored  in  vain  to  get  off,  working  til1  late,  discharging  shell, 
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M-.  and  fuel.    Tin-  ffattut  iru  unsuccessful  iii  getting  08  the 
bank. 

On  1 1 m ■  1 1 m •  i : 1 1 1 1 -jt  •  ■  l'  the  L8th  I  requested  Mr.  Champion  to  send  me 
some  men,  which  be  kindly  did,  and  I  uaed  over)  available  means  in 
my  powei   b  I  thou  sent  mv  heavy  deck 

les  ami  m\  iiwn  nvw  to  tin-  •'  :  nd  thej  succeeded  in  getting 

h«'i  afloat     (  oming  alongside,  they,  the  Sumter  and  IfaUie.  em 
ored  to  puD  thi    i  eeael  "ir,  bul  were  unsuccessful.     B«>th  ves 
luff  by  tbia  time  become  short  of  wood,  I  dispatched  the  Sumi 
Volusia  for  Borne  at  i  p.  m.     At  7 :8U  |».  m.  ahe  returned,  bringj 
beavj  timbers,  which  1  sent  for  to  assist  in  getting  the  ship  afloat, 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  1  got  th<  side  and  the 

ffatti  "ii  the  other  and  succeeded  Id  vA  and  oyer  the  bar. 

Game  i<>  anchor  7:80  p.  m.  over  thi  bar,    m   by  !<•  p,  m.  we  bad  again 
received  on  board  mj  guns,  ammunition,  and  Btores. 

\t  i  ]».  in.  weighed  ani  nor  and  crossed  the  lake,  stopping  at  Mr. 
Reraberi's  place  to  wood  up.     I  went  i  e  and  arrestee!  Mr,  W,  1'. 

merlv  b  lieutenant  in  the  C.  8.  Army. 

Ai'iri   irooding.  ran  to  Welaka,  where  i  oded  up,  the 

!!•<!)'<.  taking  on  hoard  the  boiler  and  worm  of  b  turpentine  distill 
Prom  here!  sent  the  Sumter  with  some  men  nptb<  Ocklawaha  tol 
on  board  some  rosin,  which  was  about  5  miles  up  tin    river,  giving 
orders  to  use  all  possible  haste  and  to  follow  us  to  Palatka.     After 
getting  the  copper  boilers  and  worm  on  board,  we  immediately  started 

i  Palatka,  where  we  arrived  at  8:16  p.  m. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  \v.  Sanborn, 

am  i  i  -  i  :  h  o     '.  ''  ■  i.«  ii. 

[EncliMures.] 
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Invoice  of  cargo  of  prize  steamer  Jfattie,  captured  on  St.  John'*  Hirer — Continued. 


No. 


Weight 


Cotton. 


Staple. 


40 

41 

42 
43 
44 

45 
46 

47 
48 
49 
60 
51 
52 
68 
54 
65 
56 
67 
68 
69 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
6M 
69 
70 


Pound*. 

488  '  Short.. 
864  !  Long.. 
856  ' do. 


Marks. 
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846 
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476 


446 
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666  i 
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do 
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do 
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do 
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do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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do 

do 
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do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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356 
345 


.do. 
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78 
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79 
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80 
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81 
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82 
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S3 

296 
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C 
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Unknown  

No  mark 

do 


#■ 


R.O 
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R.O 
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D.  M 
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J 
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J 

J 

J 

J 
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Where  captured. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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Do. 
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i  St.  Jnhn'n  Run- — Continued. 


No. 

ffttgft 

Cotton. 

•<■*  peered. 

BNaptfc                                          Marks. 
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do 
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captured  el  Gardner's  I-anding. 

Omvhalf  barrel  mfllfuwra  ana  two-thinl-  i  .i-l.  IQgBr,  rapture*  I  tit  Knterini.-e. 

/.;•'  „  ami  ro«fa  MtpAttdd  on  (fa  Oekhtoofta  Star 
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Mark 
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22 
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4 
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<■ 
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1A 
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24 
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G. 
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Beport  of  Acting  Enaign  Sanborn.  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  list  of  prices  oaptured. 

U.  S.  S.  Columbine. 
J, >},)<'*  Ii'.*:,,  Florida,  Morel  .'■'>.  ftfflj. 

Sir:  I  have  tin-  honor  to  report  the  rupture  of  tin-  following  prizes: 

March  11,  the  Pii,nrtrn  launch  ruptured  •_'•">    hurrelfl  rosin  and   13 
barreli  apiritB  turpentine  on  the  OcJclawabfl  River. 

March  i-j,  we  eaptmvd  the  ( '.  s.  steamer  I  in  big 

Lake  George;  sfiefcodon  board  I  bareel  coppetae  and  i  spyglass;  the 
Bpyiriasfl  was  expended  for  Gbtumbinf*  nee, 

cfa  18,  ire  coptared  6  bales  cotton  marked  ,kW.  1'.  H.."  belong* 
me  to  W.  P.  Bembert 

March  1 I.  the  Bteamer  ILitti.  ruptured  by  the  prize  steamer  fft 

o  Deep  « Ireek. 
March  14,  captured  *x\  bales  cotton  ul  VVatrton'-i  I.  ml  put  it 

aboard  of  the  prize  steamer  //■//'.'-,  tin-  weigh!  of  which  u  in  Acting 
Master  Champion's  report. 
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March  L&  p  I  and  put  on  the  poize  stetmei  <; 

5   barrels  so&ar,   tin-  weight  of  which  is  in  Acting  Master 
Champion's  tepoi  I 

March  17.  one  cotton  gin  sod  engine  captured  •<  Volusia,  belonging 
to  Doyle. 

March  "j",  .me  copper  boiler  hi><1  one  copper  worm  oaptur< 
Welaka,  belonging  to  Gardiner. 

March  j. i,  from  500  t"  800  'Kirs  railroad  iron  captured  at   D 
[TocoiJ,  belonging  to  St  John's  ESailroad  Company. 
Two  barrels  soger  expended  for  ship's  ose. 
i  hare  the  honor  to  remain,  rerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1<\  W.  Si 
Actimj  ■an,  atuKnff. 

Commander  Geobgs  B.  B.u.<  n. 

Co  '  /•;.;■.■■>.  .V.  Jbknfi  h''>,,,  Florida. 


Report  of  Acting   Ensign    Sanborn,   U.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  prisoners  captured  on  the 

steamer  Oeneral  Sumter. 

U.  s.  8.  Colttmbute, 
St.  JohnU  I;:.-.,.  Florida^  Mai  fflj. 

I  have  die  honor  to  report  to  you  the  Damee  of  the  prisoners 
taken  aboard  of  Confederate  steamei  I  ,  March  12, 1864: 

W.  w.  Tumblin,  captain  of  the  steamer:  ().  ('.  Skinner,  engineer; 
Berry  Justice.  William  Leman,  deck  hands:  Amos  BmanueL  A.  (■. 
Emanuel,  s.  <;.  t  abbell,  T.  K.  Craig,  D.  H.  Welles,  G.  M.  Bowen, 
passengers. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W,  Sasbi 
Acting  /•'".-..'</,.,.  <'<■■.  tg. 

Commander  <  \va,  B.  Baloh, 

Commanding  Xava/- Forces,  St.  John?*  River    Florida* 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,  TJ.  8,  Navy,  rogarding  the  destruction  above  Jacksonville  of 
the  Army  transport  steamer  Maple  Leaf.* 

U.  S.  Sikvm   BlOOP  Pawnkk, 
QfMaypori  MSB*,  /'"/,/..  April  /.  1*6^. 
>MMor>oRF.:  I  have  just  received  information  t hut  the  transport 
MaapU  Leaf  ma  blown  up  bj  ;i  torpedo  when  she  wax  off  Mandai 
distant  Lfi  miles  above  Jacksonville. 

The  Mapli  Leaf  ma  on  her  way  down  the  St.  John's  boa  Palatka, 
and  my  informant  states  that  her  bow  was  blown  ofl. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

Quo.  B.  Balch, 

I  tnnina  '','/'■■'  f  I  I 

mmodore  S.   C    Rowan.  V.  S.  Navy. 

Gomdff,  South  Atlantic  Blockdg,  8ouadrvnt  off  Charleston. 

*  For  army  reports  »ee  Otiieial  Records  of  the  Union  an- 1  (  onfederate  Armies  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Belief  I.  Volume  XXX  V.  i«irt  I,  p,  :{K0. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  trunamitting  report  of  the  capture  of  the  eteam- 
eri  General  8am ter  and  Hattie  Brock. 

Fi.a.imiii'  Nkw  Ikon-sides, 
Of  Mm  '  2,  186£. 

Sn;  I  herewith  enclose  extract  from  a  communication  received 
from  Commander  Belch,  reporting  the  capture  of  toe  prize  steamers 
Qt  end  Hattu  Brooke  elao  copy  of  e  letter  of  instructi 

to  Commander  Baloh,  le  to  the  temporary  disposition  of  those  vessels. 

I  :im  not  vet  in  possession  of  the  detailed  report*  of  the  respective 
captures,  which,  when  re<  eived,  will  be  forwarded  for  tin  'information 
of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, verv   respect  fully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

S.    ('.    KuWAN. 

( '<mt unnl<if .  ('"Huh/.  South  Atlantic  Bloekad 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki.u.s. 

Secretary  of  //<« -V< I try,    Washington,  D.  O. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawni 
QfJdehomnUe,  Fta.y  March  83,  {*<;>,. 

Commodore:    '  have  tin1  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  phi. 

the  Colwnb&m  and  her  prize,  the  steamer  Sumter,  asaleo  the  steamer 
Haiti*  Brook)  captured  by  the  prize  steamer  Sumtotn  armed  and 
manned  bj  t  aetaohmenl  01  officers  and  men  From  the  /'n-„...  under 

the  command  of  Actim/  Master . I.  ('.  Champion,  of  mis  ship.  I  have 
not  M  yet  received  a  detailed  report  from  Mr.  Champion,  but  will 
soon  do  so.  as  also  a  list  of  property  secured  by  the  expedition  sent 

up  the  St.  .lohn's.      I  may  mention,  however,  that  L80  bales  of  cotton 

wen*  brought  down,  L8{  barrels  of  turpentine,  and  some  35  barrels  of 
rosin,  railroad  iron,  etc. 

The  fl'itfn   /.'  .alua hie,  and  will  carry  some  200  or  800  bales 

of  eotton,  and  i>  titled  up  as  I  passenger  boat  and  has  a  fine  saloon. 
She  has  be. mi  enrplojed  IS  transporting  stores  down  the  St.  .lohn's. 
which  were  brought  over  from   [New]  Smyrna,  doubtless  having  run 

the  blockade. 

At  the  earlie-t  pOSStble  moment  I  will  send  the  exact  list  of  prop- 
erty captured,  and  I  very  respect  fully  BSk  instructions  in  reference  10 
the  two  prize.-.,  as  also  in  relation  to  the  captured  property.  May  I 
ihat  you  will.  a>  early  a-  convenient,  -rive  me  instructions  as  to 
how  I  shall  proceed  in  these  cases? 

I  them  it  proper  to  state  that   a  properly  constituted  court  SXJ 

this  Department  of  Florida,  Judge  Eraser,  who  has  lately  held  court 
at  Key  West,  when-  he  has  adjudicated  main  cases  of  prizes.  *     *     * 
I  am.  vi-rv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QflO.    B.   Hauit, 

<   \>i: If]  ' 

Commodore  S.  C.    Rowan. 

Convht.  South  Atlantic  Blockda,  s,>i„nif,'n.  *$'  Ch<n-t>-*f»ii%  .s.c. 
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Fl.Aosiur    New    IkONSII :: 

Of  Morru  l.i»,.d.  March  ;/.  /•■>>;',. 

Sib:  You  will  send  to  Port  Royal  for  futon  disposition  the  prize 

ner  HaUie  /!/■>  >,■/,;  U  she  ie  seaworthy,  together  with  her  aargo,  in 

charge  of  a  prize  crew,  with  soffioienl  evidence  to  establish  the  facts  of 

her  capture,  together  with  any  prisoners  taken  in  her,  and  all  the 

papers  found  on  Inmrd. 

Dispatch  the  General  Sumter  to  the  Btme  port,  subject  to  the  nine 

instructions.  Bending  in  her  any  contraband  articles  not  taken  from  the 
ahore,  forwarding  official  reports  of  the  respective  captures,  and  com- 
ply big  in  all  respects  with  the  got  of  Congress  provided  in  Mich  OBBBB, 
and  appros  I'd  fJul\    1*>.  \t\\V>. 

Respectfully,  yow  obedient  servant. 

S.   (.'.    KOWAN. 

CotHHuxlitr, :■.  i'mnihf,  AtUmtir  BliH-but'ii'j  SguaafOi 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Bali  h, 

■>lJ!>:r  I'r-s.fit.  hi  the  Si-  John's. 


Report  of  Commodore  Sovran,  It.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  request  of  Major-General  Oillmore, 
U.  8.  Army,  for  the  services  of  another  gunboat  in  the  8t.  John's  River 

No.  117.]  Flagship  Nkw  Ironsides. 

of  Morris  Bland,  Sunt/.  GorotinGt  April  •'.  tS6J^ 
Slit:  I   herewith  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 
copy  of  an  official  commit  mention   this  a.  m.  received  from  Major 
General  Gillmoic  eoumianding  Department  of  the  South,  and  would 
re>P'<t fully  state  that,  agreeably  to  the  request  <>f  the  commanding 
general,  I  have  detailed  tin    /  peeified  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  ('.   Rowan, 
Commodore.,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockade  \g  Sguaaron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Well: 

<t  <<f  t.h>     y<tnj,    Wo.s/te 'lit/It, /..   D.    ('. 

IlKAIigUAKTEUh    DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    SoiTTH, 

Hilton  Bead,  S.  <:.  March  ■;/,  /w.J. 
Sir:  I  returned  from  Jacksonville  and  Palatka  this  morning,  and,  in 
view  of  tin'  conditions  of  affairs  there,  I  respectfully  reanest  t  hat.  another 

gOJlboat  may.  if  possible,  bo  added  to  the  force  in  St.  John's  Ki\er. 
<  aptain  Raich  entertains  the  same  views  that  I  do  on  this  subject,  and 
desires  DM  to  >ay  tlmt  a  hi mt  drawing  not  over  K$  feet  of  water  would 
be  preferable.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  additional  boat  will  be 
wanted  these  many  weeks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Q.    A.    GlLLMo: 
JA'  .ninnudimj. 

Commodore  S.  C  Rowan, 

do.  South  Atlantic-  BUrthlj.  S.^hidm,,.  t,f  <'),«rhsi..,< 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Rowan.  TJ.  8.  Ifavy.  to  Major-Oeneral  Gillmore,  TJ.  8.  Army,  urging 
the  necessity  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Unndilln  when  no  longer  required  in 
St  John's  River. 

FLAGSHIP   \kw    Ikdnsidi ■■-. 

Off  MorrU  ldand%  April 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  «>f  your 
communication  of  the  81st  ultimo,  by  the  bunas  of  your  aid  <lc  .amp. 
(  uiitiiin  Bragg. 

I  shall  comply  with  your  wishes  with  greet  pleasure  and  put  another 
ganboel  in  the  St.  John's  Riveras  soon  as  Commander  Reynolds  can 
prepare  the  UnadUla*  I  am  greatly  in  want  of  the  number  of  vessels 
aeeeasary  to  preserve  the  blockade,  and  will  ask  you  to  do  me  the 
Favor  to  direct  the  general  commanding  the  Department  ol  toe  St. 
John's  to  notify  Captain  Belch  when  toe  vessel  can  be  aafelj  with- 
drawn. 

Very  respectful!] .  your  obedient  Borvaot, 

w. 
<  •  ,  ,■    ■'  .  .  . 3     ■•/.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8ouctar\ 

Major-GeneraJ  Q.  A.  (mllmore. 

Goimbj.  Ihjif.  <>/ f fit:  South.  Headquarter*  UUton  Head^S.O, 


Oeneral  order  of  Brigadier  -General  Hatch,  TJ.  8.  Army,  announcing  the  retnrn  of  marine 
battery  to  the  TJ.  8.  8,  Mahaska,  and  returning  thanks  for  efficient  naval  cooperation. 

General  Orukk.  j  Boons.  Dmrmai  of  Blobs 

>  Dipt,  or  tbi  South, 

No.  19.         )  JodbormUe,  Flo,,  April  J.  t8$4, 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  announces  that  Hie  marine  i Kit 
tery,  which  was  so  promptly  and  cheerfully  placed  on  the  line  of  our 
moots  irben   tln-v  were  first  thrown  up  in  the  vicinity  of 
Jacksonville,  and  si  a  time  when  it  was  much  Deeded,  ;  i    been  ordered 
on  board  the  sloop-of-wur  Makaa&Ot 

The  brigadier-generaJ  commanding  takes  thi>  opportunity  to  return 
lii-  thanks  to  Captain  (J.  B.  Belch,  commanding  united  Suites  naval 
forces  on  tin'  St.  John's  River,  lor   bis  kindness,  and  to  Ensign 
Gustavua  E.  French,  and  the  petty  officers  and  men  under  bim, 
their  valuable  Bervices,  very  good  conduct,  and  exhibition  oi  axed 
tent  discipline  throughout  their  intercourse  with  the  troop*  of  his 
command. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  .1.  P.  Hatch; 

K.  M.   Hall. 
/'//•."/  Lt'ruL,  Fir."/  I'.  S.  Artftt '■  i  ij.  Acting AwL  Adjfuta  rah 

(Copy  to  Captain  (J.   B.  Bahli.  conuneuiding  U.  S.   naval  forces, 
St.  John's  River.) 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  as 
acknowledging  the  services  ol  the  Navy,  and  the  officers  named  herein. 

8,    C.    KoWAN, 

mmodor\    i        tg,  South  AUanttc  Blockading  Sguaekon* 


A  k. 
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Report  of  Commander  Batch,  D.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence  with  the  command- 
ing general,  District  of  Florida,  regarding  the  retention  of  the  naval  force  in  the  St. 
John's  Siver 

U.    S.    Sham   SLOOP   I'aw.nkk, 

<>f  M-i !//>■"■>  .»////*.  /■•'■'.,  Apni  ~>.  1864. 

Coxmodobx:  I  have  the  honor  lo  transmit  the  reply  of  I 
General  J,  1'.  Hatch,  commanding  District  of  Florida,  t"  the  latter 
which  1  addreaaed  to  him,  by  your  order  of  March  28,  ultimo.  as  :ils<> 


I  mi   il   proper  I')  report  that   I   ha\ "■•  *ent  the  M-'/xk/,,i  miii! 


1 g  of  on  letter  to  toe  general. 
mi  it  proper 

up  tin-  St.  Jobkra  for  tne  purjpoae  of  more  effectually  patrolling  the 
]•.  and  have  directed  that  tfiej  oonvoj  -.ill  transports  going  up  and 

Qg  i low  ii. 

The  .1///.  ••/"  and  2forv>ieA  have  that  portion  of  the  river  below  the 
flats  at  Orange  Mills,  and  the  Ottawa,  assisted  by  the  Harriet  A.  J 
the  portion  above  the  flats. 

I  WBfl  informed   bj    tin-  commanding  officer  at  Palatka.  twit  davs 
aemy  intended  putting  up  butteries  on  the  river, as  he 
learned  from  rebel  desertefa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the 
m  ultimo,  diici  tin-j  me  to  detain  tin-  flw       until  I  receive  farther 
instructions. 

With  the  Wihanka  and  Norwich  up  the  river,  I  do  not  think  thai 
tlir  communications  with  Palatka  can  be  Berionaly  threatenedi  Bat- 
teries will  probabij  be  thrown  upon  tin*  bluffs,  Favorably  situated  for 
the  annoyanoe  of  our  transports,  but  tve  .-.hull  be  able  to  drive  the 
enemy  out  of  them. 

lam.  very  respectfully,  yourobedieni  Bervant. 

Ueoruk  Ii.   BALGB, 
'  ""'.■,  Officer  I'nxent. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  BUx'kthi.  Squadnm^  off  Charleston, 

|Knclosnirea.| 

[J,  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
QfMajgpori  MRh,  l-'l".,  April  J.  tf££ 
Sttt:   I  am   in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Commodore  B.  C. 
Howan,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  which 
i    i  .  ]  ire        i  desire  to  obtain  (tie  riews  of  the  commanding  genera] 
of  tin   l  Flirted  State-  troops  in  Florida,  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of 
retaining  the  naval  forces  in  the  St.  John's, 

May  t  ask  that  you  will,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  if  there  be  a  necessity  for  retaining  the  naval  forces  in  the 

St.  .John's,  ami  if  the  whole  naval  force  DOW  lie  re  is  necessary,  or  if 
the  naval  force  may,  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  be 
reduced  1 

1  am.  general,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

Geo.  B.  Baicm. 
nd  8enior  WtwA  Qffioet  l'r-nt. 

Brigadier-Genera]  •!.  P.  Batch.  I7,  s,  Army, 

Oon  \Q  Disir'iii  of  /'<'"<  /</»/,  Headquarters  JadsOK  - 


BIS  HI     ah.aNIH      CI  ...  .-HADING    Hgl'AlU: 

HDQB8.  Dwt.  OF   FlOBTOA,  l>!-:i'T.  OB    mi:  Smiii, 

JocAtoOnviUi ,    /'//;..   A/  ',. 

Captain:  [have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  His  receipl  tetter 

irday's  date  informing  me  that  1 1  »< -  oommandei  of  the  Booth 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  desires  my  views  aa  to  me  necessity  i»f 
a  navnl  force  in  the  St.  John's  River. 

In  itiiswi'i',  1  would  -tat.-  that    I   consider  it  very  important,  I  may 
necessary,  that  the  naval  force  should  be  retained  I  ei  stool 

of  the  river, to  aid  ds  in  the  even!  n!  mi  at,ta« -k.  and  to  sorer  the  land 
f  troops  at  other  points. 
The  points  of  Jacksonville  sod   Palatka,   although  important   sis 
political  positions,  to  be  ised  in  inducing  the  people  of  the  Stats  to 
return  to  their  allegiance,  are  riot  Btrategioa],  and  ere  both  closely 
invested  bj  tin-  enemy* 

To  make  an  advance  it  would  be  DnCSSSSfy  to  transport  the  troops 
to  other  points,  and  the  lauding  should  be  under  OOVer  of  a  stroug 
naval  fence. 

The  length  of  the   river  now  occupied  [100   miles)  requires  for  its 

thorough  pit.ro I  a  naval  force  of  the  size  of  the  present  squadron. 

In  this  opinion  General  Qillmore  concurs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Hatch. 
Brigadi*  r  '<■>■■  ■•■•"'.  I 
<  aptain  Geo.  B.  BaLOH, 

(hmmatif /''.'<</  /".  >»'.  Xoval  St/uadm?,  /,.  St.  John1*  /»'<>,,•. 


Beport  of  Commander  Batch.  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition   of  the  United   States 

Teasels  in  St  John's  River. 

I'    S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
Of  ill,,  1-1,,..  April 

Commodore:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the 
atenant-Commsiider  Macon,  on  the  6th  Instant,  sod  that  J  had  an 
interview  with  the  commanding  general  to  ueertain  if  be  would  be 
willing  that  the  figum*  should  leave  the  st,  Johnfs.  now  thai  another 

iboat hss arrived;  but  General  Hatefa  suggested  thai  me  /'■>■ 
should  remain  till  the  next  spring  tides,  and  1  have  to  report  thai  she 
came  up  from  the  bar  on  the  7th  instant,  having  no  ditlieulty  in  get 
i  log  up  tin-  river. 
The  J&Ao&faand  Norwich  have  been  engaged  iu  the  duty  of  oon 

voying  the  troops  up  the  St.  John's,  and  tin-  OUwta  is  rendering  good 
Service  at  Palatka  and  in  that  vicinity. 

The  UnadUla  left  to-night  with  a  detat  hinent  of  troops  sent  down 
by  General  Ilateh  to  make  a  reconnoissanoe  below  this.  We  have 
some  reports  thai  the  enemy  intends  putting  down  torpedoes  between 

tlu>  place  and  the  bar. 

lam.  very  respectfully,  \  our  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  B.  Bali  u. 
•<•/•  Pres< 

Commodore  S-  «      Rowan. 

Comdg.  Souih  Atlttiiti-  Blockdff,  ■■>,  »jF CharfaA 
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Rtport  of  Commander  Balch.  TJ.  S.  Nary,  proposing  that  repairs  to  the  U.  8.  5.  Pawnee  be 

made  in  St.  John's  River. 

r   8.  Stbam  Sloop  Pawhbb, 
Off  J  /•"'.'..    iprU  W,  186^ 

Commodore:  1  have  the  honor  to  reporl  thai  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  haul  tin-  tires  under  the-  boilers  the  lasl  few  days,  and  n 

pectfully  report  thai  'He  Beoiorengineer  expresses  the  opinion  thai 
the  repairs  can  he  made  here,  with  the  assistance  of  two  additional 
boiler  makers  from  Port  Royal,  and  thus  rendei  it  unnecessary  that 
tin'  /'/,-•,,.  should  return  u-  tha4  port  for  repairs. 

Tin-  Oleandet  brought  <lo«n  from  the  machine  shop  some  piec 
machinery,  and  with  the  Assistance  of  tin-  boiler  makers  from  Mr. 
Danby  we  can  won  have  tin'  vessel  in  running  order  again. 

1  «ri  \  <•  you  this  information  thai  von  may  know  at  once  the  condl 
tion  of  tin-  Pawn*?*  boilers  and  machinery, and  onlesa  yon  haveothef 
service  for  this  ship  there  will  be  do 

the  St.  John's. 

The  UnadUla  and  Norwich  are  up  the  river  on  convoi  ing  duty.  The 
Mahaska  came  down  last  evening  for  some  anghl  work  to  her  Dues. 

The  Ottawa  is  at  Palatka,  and  will  remain  there.  lti\ ii»lt  efficient 
cooperation  with  our  troops  :it  thai  point. 

1  am  happ\  to  report  nil  well  cm  thi-   itatioB  and  that  there  exists 

tin-  best  reeling  between  the  commanding  gam  elf. 

1  am.  vi  tv  respect  fully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

(Jko.  li.  BALOH, 
mmander  and  S 

Commodore  S.  ('.  How.w. 

Gbmdg.  South  Atlantic  Blookdg,  Sovadron,  qff 'Charlatan* 


Report  of  Commander  Balch.  V.  S.  Navy,  of  the  evacuation  of  Palatka  by  the  Union  forcer 

l".  S.  Stkam  Sloop  Pawnkk. 
Off  J,,  '  .  A'/,,.  ;,  1864, 

Commodore:   ]    have  the  honor  to  report  that  Our  troops  evaluated 

Palatka  on  the  4th  instant,  and  are  now  embarked  on  transports,  and 

will   go   north    inuuediulely.    reports    Bey,    to   join    the    Army   of    the 

Potomac 

I  have  withdrawn  the  Ottawa  from  Palatka.  where  you  will  he 
pleased  t<>  lean  she  has  rendered  very  good  >ri  \  iee.  She  hits,  In  my 
orders,  taken  position  off  Picolata,  a  place  4.r>  miles  aboi  •■  -1  ael   Dnville, 

where  BOOM  two  regiini-nt-  are  stationed.  PtCOlatB  W  on  the  east  side 
of  the  St.  John's,  and   from  this   point    it  was   intended  to   seout  that 

portion  of  the  State  between  the  St.  .John's  and  the  coast;  but  this 
plan  may  be  modified  in  consequence  of  the  orders  lately  received  to 
send  the  troops  north.    The  Unadilla  and    \  are  still  up  the 

river  and  assisted  in  convoying  the  troops.     Lieutenant-Commander 
Lewis,  of  the  Mahaska,  rendered  valuable  assistance  also 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  -ervant. 

i».  Balch, 
d  & niot  Office)  Present 
nmodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 
Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  BlocJedg,  Squadron,  of  <  I 
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Report  or  Commander  Balch,  U.  B,  Navy,  regarding-  the   sinking  of  the  Army  transport 
steamer  General  Hunter  by  a  torpedo,  in  St.  John's  River. 

IT.  S.  Si  bam  Si  i ••-  »p  I'-wvm  r. 
Off  Jadatonmlli .  Fi«..  April  17.  1864, 

Commodore:  I  ngret  in  inform  you  thai  tin  •  teams    I ralM 

sunk  I'v  it  torjxN  !ht.  m..  whilst  ">i  h> -i  way  from 

Picolata  to  this  place.    The  A"/'  >   convoying  the  (  vmopolifot 

and  Qen  "■■•'  //■,//./.  tin- two  leading  v. •-..-.••Is  Imviii^  v:it,-|<    : 
drawing  from  :;  to  4  feet  more  water,  when  ' hi-  explosion  took  place, 
and  by  which  the  Hunter  was  sunk  in  five  minutes,  with  the  loss  of  a 
quartermaster  of  the  Buntor, 

There  were  three  gunboats  up  the  river  at  the  tune,  and  had  been 
employed  convoying  the  transports  up  and  down  the  river.     It  ia  for- 
tunate the  accident  did  not  talcs  place  when  tlio  vessel  was  loaded  with 
troops.  <>r  tin-  loss  of  life  must  have  been  great.     I  have  direi 
Lieutenant  <  niiuuMiider  I'uron.  of  tin-  CiHiifilld,  who  \v»s  in  the  \  i < •  i n i t \ 

at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  to  assist  In  sai  ing  property  from  tin  wn 

It  is  supposed  tli.'it  the  aonoisA  and  Goemopohtam  passed  very  near 
the  torpedo,  and  thai  in  making  a  turn  in  the  channel  the  EFunter  was 
blown  oil  to  leeward,  as  she  had  much  surface  exposed  t<>  the  action  of 

the  wind,  which  was  fresh,  and  having  but  little  nold  on  the  watei 
imperceptibly  drifted  out  of  the  wake  of  the  other  two  vessels.    She 
was  endeavoring  to  follow  (as  they  all  do)  exactly  in  the  wake  of  the 
gunboat 

I  will  semi  yon   reports  from   Lieutenant-Command*  q  and 

Acting  Master  Mteriam,  command^ngthe  ffiorwichi  as  soon  as  I  ran  get 
them.  As  soon  as  the  accident  occurred,  which  took  place  Dearths 
wreck  of  the  M<tj>!t  I.>,ij\  the  Xonrlch  and  i'nndllhi  pi-ocsedsd  to 
render  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

The  Mahaska  IS  down  the  river,  where  it  is   thought  tiie  enemy  will 

try  and  destroy  transports  passing  between  Jacksonville  and  the  river. 

I  am.  vcr\   icspeetfiills ,  your  obedient  servunt. 

(tko.  B.  Balch, 
Commander  und  Bmxor  OffioB  Present. 
Commodore  S.  ('.  Rowan, 

ih  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron^  <;/}'  Charleston* 


Report  of  a  board  of  appraisement  on  the  prixe  steamer  General  Bamter. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawvbb. 

JaattonviUe^  Fl<i..  April  $1,  186J^. 
Sirs  In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  order,  held  i  strict  and 

careful  survey  upon  the  boiiera,engmes,  hull,  etc,  of  the  prise  steamer 
and  spprsise  bar  to  the  value  of  (8,600. 

We  and  OB  l>oard  two-third-  of  ;i  barrel  coppt  mS. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  F.  EL  Lkwis. 
Lieutr  i.  for.  f.  S.  Navy. 

Bkn.i.  Ih  KB, 
Act i »i/  Master^  U.  s'.  Navy, 
Geo.  v..  a. si ii. v. 
a.:  ■;  Assistant  Engineer,  t  .  8.  Nd/oy. 

Commander  (Jko.  B.  BaLOB, 
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Report  of  a  board  of  appraiiement  on  the  prize  steamer  Haltie  Brock. 

r.  s.  Sikam  Sloop  Pawheb, 

Jacksonville,  /■'?■>..  April  SI,  tsn/f. 

Sin:  In  obedience  to  tin-  forgoing  order  we  have  held  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  upon  boilers,  engines,  hull,  etc.,  of  the  prise  steamer 
Haiti* .  end  appraised  her  to  tin-  value  of  (18,000. 

We  and  on  lio:inl  tin-  following  articles,  captured  by  the  naval  forces 

on   mi   expedition  up  tin    St.  .John's  River,  ami   planed   OK    U>ard  said 

steamer,  vie: 

Eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  long  staple  cotton: 
29,106  pounds  short  -tapir  cotton;  168  pounds  short  itaple,  unginned; 
820  pounds  waste  staple, unginned;  l  small  stattosarj 'engine;  i « •« » 1 1 « •  ■  ■ 
i  bauk%  scales;  I  kettle,  worm,  and  pipes  (for  distilling 
turpentine);  iJ«;  barrels  of  rosin;  L8|  barrels  spirits  turpentine;  8,000 
pounds  sugar  (taken  for  use  «>f  the  Navy).eertiticate  sent;  1  barrel  of 
niola.sses  (taken  for  use  of  the  Navy),  certificate  sent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  H.  Lewis, 
Zdevienant  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Ben j.  Dteb, 
dating  Master.  U,  s.  BTovy, 
Geo.  E.  Asiinv. 
Anting  First  Assistant  Engineer^  U,  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Geo.  K.  Bai.ch. 

■  ■'.   &W.  John.*  Hirrr,   Floi 


<  1 1  v  i<  i .  Eta  <  >  N .  February  #,  /.W.J  ■ 

Enemy  making  a  serious  movem«'ii!  on  St.  John's  River,  Florida, 
in  force.  Will  do  what  I  «an  with  safety  to  Charleston  and  Savannah 
to  repel  him. 

G.  T.  Bbai  -  it  i  iiaici). 

General  S.  Cooper.  

|Tolflg 

Charleston,  S.  ('.,  Mdreh  /,  /<W4- 
General  Beauregard  left  the  iJsth  ultimo  for  Florida!  Qeaeral 
Gardner,  in  command  there,  reports  that  Genera]  GiUmore  is  now  in 
chief  of  command;  Jh;ir  he  is  being  reinforced;  has  retired  to  Jack- 
sonville, which  he  is  fortifying,  but  appearances  all  indicate  another 
attempt  to  advance  in  heavier  force  soon.  Largs  Dumber  of  transports 
reported  at  St.  John's  Bar  with  troops.     We  reoccupj  Baldwin. 

Thomas  JOBDAtf, 

QMefofStqfi 
General  .'-•ami  bl  Cooper. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- Qt  />•  /•<••/.  SieAnumd,   Va, 


[T.lr>-r»n>.| 

Charleston,  Mareh  4,  186^. 
Bnemy  has  retired  mtdei  its to  Jacksonville,  where 

!  ifving.     Force  estimated  at  12,000  with  reinforcements  aniv 


..  If.  ill     MI. ANTIC    HI.i>«KAlH.\(i    BQUADBOff. 

ing  from  New  Berne,  it  u  said.  Troops  are  being  Bent,  ei  idently, 
e  to  booh  point  Our  troop.-,  occupy  position  in  rear  of  MfoGirvs 
("rook.  <)nr  total  low  in  battle a(  Ocean  Pond,  [Fla.],  reported 800; 
(hut  of  I'lMiiiv  at  least  8,000  killed,  wounded,  and  prieonera.  Our 
•ps  fought  with  great  gallantry  against  twice  their  number  in  the 
open  woods. 

Thomas  .Imuj.vn. 

CUsfofStof. 

General  8.  Cooper. 


ITeleimirn.] 

Gam !•  Milton,  Fla.,  April  L  1864, 
(iknkicai.:  A  large,  doubl- -stack,  side-wheel  steamer  is  sunk  oppo- 
site the  month  of  Doctor's  Lake,  15  miles  above  Jacksonville,    fine  la 

supposed  to  1m*  the  MapL   Leaf.     She  exploded  a  torpedo  Bit  I  o'clock 
this  morniug.     Particulars  not  known. 

PaTTON    ANDER80N, 

Major- Getunil,  ( bmmtu i 
General  Thomas  Jordan. 


:rroftJuS<i-rttaryoftheNavytoRe<ir-A(hniralDahl'jfr>..  JJ  S. 
Jfavy.  >  fiwQeei  and  desert 

Navy  Department,  February  6,  186$. 
Siu:  You  are  instructed,  in  reply  to  your   No.   11.  to  turn  over  the 
refugees  and  deserters  from  the  rehel  lines  to  the  military  authorities. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

$1  'w  tarn  "f  tl"    Ufa 

Rear Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahlt.ren. 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockag.  Squadron^  Port  Royal,  s.  c. 


Btpori  of  Qaptadn  Botoan,  f .  &,    Kiev,  rtowditu/  t/t 

//.  11.  jf.  s.  r.ti->i,  for  arm  '""  with  Cfatrfoston* 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
of  Morris  Island.  I  tf,  1864. 

Sot:  1  Bend  you  the  DmuUUtm  as  desired.    Her  British  Maj 
steam  sloop  Pefod  anchored  outside  to-day.    The  l-IV*/*/*  telegraphed: 

Her  British  Majesty's  steam  sloop  Rarel  wishes  to  communicate  with  \\ 
f<ir  the  purpose  of  delivering  >li«patches. 

1  answered; 

Regret  that  (termlasinn  can  not  be  granted.    Communication  can  be  bail  from 
Hampton  Boads. 

Shall  1  open  your  dispatches,  or  do  you  wish  them  sent  to  youi 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Captain  and  Senior  Cffietr  / 

Rear- Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahloren. 

.       mth  Atlantic  Bl  <»*. 
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( >r<!  Daklgnm,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  *  bmrn ander  Ray- 

•V   Navy,  rettri*  at  ion   through  tin    blorkad* 

Port  Royau  / 

Sir:  a  British  sloop  i»f  war  baa  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
British  consul  at  Sa\aniial)  ami  Mr.  Benjamin  at  Richmond. 

Please  to  inform  him  that  it  is  impossible;  nothing- of  the  kind  can 
peas  the  lines  of  this  squadron. 

\.iv  respectfully,  .1.  A.  I>aiii.oki.v 

/,'■  .</.,-.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg,  Sguadron» 

Commander  Wm.  Reynolds, 

nding  Naval  Depot*  Port  Royal. 


Report  "/'  Otmkdn  Rowan,  I'.  8.  Navy,  tm  xg  l^ttere  reganl- 

mgprvpovedplan  for  creating a  >>'  by  a  radon  noiewncein  force 

■  >l.  South  { '■'/■■'/!,///. 

V.  Bi  s-  New  Ironsides, 
OffM&rrtA  Bland,  February  8t  1864. 
Ai'mucal:  The  enclosed  letters  from  Brigadier-Generate  Scbimmel- 

feimig  and  Terry,  commanding  troops  in   this  vicinity,  explain  them- 
selves. 
On  the  receipt  of  those  letters  I  immediately  made  arrangements  to 
and  Iria  to  Edisto  to  join  in  the  cooperation.     Not 
having  time  to  ascertain  what  force  vou  had  in  Edisto,  I  thought  it 
advisable  to  send  this  force  there.    They  left  the  offing  about  3:30 
p.  m.  and  will  reach  Edisto  before  dark,  I  hope. 
Very  respectfully. 

S.    C.    Rowan. 

i  'tiptain  >">(/  Senior  Officer. 
Rear- Admiral  J  no.   A.  DaHLGREN, 

andmg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

|  KtK'lrtmire*.] 

Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist..  Dept.  of  the  South, 

Folly  Tsland,  South  ( I / roUnO)  February  8,  18$4> 

Admiral:  Major-general  Gfllmore  has  directed  me  to  oanae  a  recon- 
BoiaBanee  In  force  upon  John's  Island,  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  om-my  to  this  Quarter,  and  thus  aid  the 
movement  of  General  Seymour  in  Florida,     in  accordance  with  t 

ructions,  General  Scmmmelfennig  will  cross  from  Kiawu  i  I  land 
to  Beabroolrs  [Island]  to-night,  and  thence,  by  way  0)1  llaulover  Cut. 
to  John's  Island.  lie  desires  some  concert  of  action  with  the  nival 
forces  in  the  Stonoand  North  Edisto  rivers,  and  he  has  written  left 
to  the  commending  officers  of  the  vessels  at  each  of  these  points 
requesting  it.  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  enclosed  coph-s  of  these 
letters,  and  I  respectfully  request  your  approbation  of  the  action  on 
their  part,  which  ne  desires. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  otodient 

servant, 

Alfred  H.  Terry. 
Brigad  ,-al,  Commanding. 

Rear  Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren,  \\  S.  Navy, 

( bn  tig,  8  nth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  <  Tiarleston*. 
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HB&DQOABanmB  r.  S.  Robot 

/V///  /■/■>/>'/,  February 7,  P?6'4. 

Sik:   I  inn  ordered  to  make  i  demons! ration  on  .John's  Island  on  the 

ih  instant,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  Bending  off  troops  from 
Charleston. 

I  shall  cross  over    from    Kiawah   to  Seabrook's  Island  during    the 
night  oi  the  8th  to  9th  instant,  and  attack  the  enemy  00  John's  NIand 

early  In  the  morning  of  the  Otx  instant.     I  beg  you  to  oooperate  with 
me  in  the  follow  ing  mannei  i 
During  the  day  of  attack,  the  0th  instant.  I  beg  you  to  have  one 

gunboat  in   1 1 » •  ■  neighborhood  of  Legarevdlc  and  to  send  another  < 

up  Kiawah  River  as  far  as  possible,  tor  it  might  happen  that  Borne  of 

my  troops  are  forced  to  retreat,  to  i  •■  -iii  <••.  Me.  In  this  case,  fchej  n  ill 
be  recognized  by  their  exhibiting  a  red  signal  flag,  with  white  BOjuare 
in  the  center,  which  they  will  dip  three  times  to  the  right,  or  at  night 
by  burning  a  red  and  white  light. 

1  beg.  in  >ueh  case,  that  you  will   put  yourself  in  communication 
with  those  troops  and  give,  them  all  prote.ri.m  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S<  ■UIMMKI.FKNNKi. 

Brigadier-  Geno  "  I  Vohk 

(  ommamuv.;  OffIOEB, 

r.  s.  fifaval  Fonts,  Storm  /■■ 


Hfadi.h  m:ih:-  I '.  S.  Forces, 
Folly  ft&and\  South  Carol  tun,  FJtruary  1 ',  1864. 
Sir:  I  am  ordered  to  make  ■  diversion  with  from  three  to  four 
thousand  men  on  John's  Island,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  to 
sending  forces  from  Charleston  farther SOUtfa. 

1  -kill  cross  over  from  Kiawah  to  Seabrook's  bland  on  tlic  night  of 
the  8th  to  9th  instant,  and   shall  attack  the  enemy  on  John's  Island  at 

daybreak  of  the  9th  instant.     I  beg  you  to  cooperate  with  me  in  the 

following  manner: 

Place  vour  gunboat  in  such  position  as  to  protect  mv  left  flank  as 
far  up  Bohicket  River  [Creek]  as  possible.     I  further  desire  you  to 

sand  a  launch  with  a  sufficient   number  of  men   to  Seabrook's  1*05111 
about   midnight  of  the  Sth    to   ,*th   instant,  to  make   a   demonstration 

there  on  the  enemy's  outposts.     1  shall  march  direct  from  the  Cord  to 
Haulo\  ci  (  in  and  send  i  detachment  to  open  communication  with  vou 

during  tin-   night.     This  pnrt\   wfU   -how  a  white  ami   red   light  wln-n 

in  your  neighborhood*    Lei  me  know  what  colored  light  you  have  to 
use  for  answer. 

Annexed  1  send  you  the  countersigns.  If  my  party  should  not  be 
able  to  get  down  b.-forc  daylight  they  will  use  a  red  signal  flag,  with 
white  square  in  the  center,  and  dip  it  three  times  to  the  right  ol  tin- 
bearer.    Please  answer  by  'lipping  a  small  United  States  flag  twice  to 

the  left  and  DOGS  to  the  right  of  the  hearer.      I  shall  In    obliged  to  yon 

for  any  information  you  can  furnish  me  on  the  following  subje<  ts: 

1.  What  is  the  present  force  of  the  enemy  on  Seabrook's  I  .-land  J 

2.  Have  you  .-ecu  the  enemy  digging  on  Seabrook's  bland  or  at 

1 1 : 1 1  1  •  ivei  I  ut  I 

:i.  What  tores  bsatheenemj  on  Wadmelaw  Island  and  at  tiocki 
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4.   How  f:u  updo  now  think  Bohicket  Creek  i-  ini|>:i--aUi-  for  infan- 
ilrj  ut  I.. v.  tidal 
I  have  tin-  honor  t«>  be,  your  obedient  .-errant. 

A.   SriIIMMKIlKNMi 

Brigiii/  Vdunti   ■ 

( 'aptain . 

Ok  ■.,'!'.  s.   i^nnhoat  on  tin-  Xfi'tli  E<l'>*tt>  ]i',i\, 


Gaptain  Rowan^  1 .  8.  Na/vyitoJ&rigadiei,-Q$tooral  Terry, 

/'.  8.  Armij.  r>ijnrdin<j  mtiixurr*  of  •<>•>]>•  nit  Urn. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironside 
off  ft&md,  J  5,  1864    1  P>  '■'■■ 

Sib:  four  communication  of  to-day  to  the  admiral  (enclosing  copies 
of  two  letters  sent  to  the  rommandmg  officers  of  the  navel  force 
North  Edisto  and  Stono),  re. inestrng  cooperation  with  a  contemplated 
aiinv  movement  was  received  at  l'Jri'O  j>.  m. 

I  nave  seal  soon  forces  and  made  all  the  arrangements  to  cooperate 

with  General  BchiznjneHennfg  that  I  could  in  .s«i  short  u  apace  of  time 

and  with  the  means  at  my  disposal,  as  requested* 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  ('.  Kow.\n. 
dij'  ■■/••/'. 

Brigadier  General  A.  II.  Terry, 

iiuinding  ('.  s.  Forces  FbUy  blatuL 


Order  of  Cknrtain  Bovftuij    f.   8.   X-iri,.  to  Lieutenant  (X        wtder 
Qitom,  f  .  S.  J\  'on  of  th-  force  under 

hit  coiiunuitdj  <(i r,:  mOWMent. 

{'.  S.  S.  Nkw  Ironsides. 
Off  Morris  [s!<n,<l,  February  8\  1864 — 1  p.  JR. 
Sir:   I  have  ordered  the  tug  //•/*  to  report  to  you  for  duty  in  Kdisto 
to-night.     Aa  senior  officer,  yon  will  make  the  beat  disposition  you 
can  of  vour  force  to  render  the  requested  service  to  the  army  to-night 
Respectfully, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Captain  ami  Senior  "ff 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  Gibson, 

Oommanding  U.  8.  S.  SipHc 


Order  of  Chart  trin  Rowan,  U.  8.  N't>y,t»  I  tvy% 

/>,  order  toJAeuteno  ■■■>■  u,  -s'.  Wavy, 

V .  S.  S.  Nkw  Ironsidi-. 
OffMbrrU  /.  <'.W.  February  8, 188^-  10  p.  , 
Sir:   Vou  will  adjourn   the  court   temporarily  to  enable   Captain 
Gibson,  of  tb<  .  to  obey  the  enclosed  order, 

very  respectfully, 

S.  (.?.  Rowan, 
(hpiain  and  Senior  €ffir,-r  off  <'/<,irl<xton. 

in   .1.    F.    GREEN. 

President  of  Court-Martial,  Frigate  Wabaxh. 
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r.  s.  -if  Captain  Gibson  has  not  a  launch  and  bowitaer,  send  one 
propcrh  armed  pped.     It  is  important  to  enter  Edfat 

dark.    If  the  launch  will  cauB€  delay,  retain  ber, 

>     C    K(»W AN. 

I  .  8.  B.  Nk«    Iu(ami.i>. 

mi;:  Vou  will  proceed  immediately  to  North  ESdistoand  cooperate 
with  tin-  jinny  to-night,  as  requested  by  General  Schimmelfennig  in 
the  letter  herewith  enclosed,  addressed  to  the  captain  nemmanning 
United  States  gunboats,  North  Edisto  BiyBr.  This  dntj  performed, 
you  will  return  immediately  to  thi-  pli 
Very  respectfully .  • 

8,  I  .  Bon  \.v 
£  Senior  Cffl 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wat,  (inis<>\. 

$.   >'.   .\>'/mc. 


Letter from  Brigadier- General  Terry*  f.  s.  Army, toCapt" •■<  !-'■■• 

ft  s.  ,\.  ^or  measures  i  :,,„. 

Hdqh<.  Northern  District,  Dipt,  or  the  Soots, 

/•'"Ih/  Isl<n,<ls  South  Oarolina^  February 9,  i$6k 
sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  u 
rep]  •  which,  in  my  ignorance  of  His  absence,  I  addressed  to 

:ii  Dahlgren.  and  I  beg  to  express  my  obligations  to  yon 
for  your  kindness  in  making  arrangements  to  give  bo  Qeneral  Soum 
mi  Ifennig  the  ai<l  which  heaesires. 

I  have  the.  honor  to  be,  v.-ry  raepectfully,  your  obedient  sei  rant, 

Aii'icKi)  H.  Tki 
Brigadier-General^  '  bmmanding  District. 

Commodore  8.  (  .  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy . 

Co  ■  on. 


Order  of  the  So  of  t/k     I  ral  DaMgren  to 

cooperate  with  army  forces  at  Charleston^  v  <'. 

Navi     DkI'AKTMKNT,    / 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  44.  dated  the  88th  ultimo,  submitting, 
ooniormablj  t"  the  wishes  "f  the  Department,  your  riewsof  t Ik-  -> 
onitors. 
In  connection  with  your  remarks  relative  to  no  specific  instnut  ion- 
having  I>een  furnished  yon  on  your  taking  eomnmici  of  tie-  squadron, 
I  would  state  thai  tin-  unexecuted  orders  of  your  predecessor  were, 
of  course,  yours,  and  tli  to  go  in  and  take  Morris  bland  and 

cooperate  with  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  etc, 

GruBOR  W  blubs. 

r  Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorrv, 

'hi.  South  Atlan  Heading  Sguadron,  tnf  Charleston* 


A 


90UI9B    ATLANTIC    W.ocKADLNG    SQUADRON. 


Report  qf  Commander  Steven^  /'.  8.  .v  uUng  U.  -s'.   8, 

Poety  he  capture  bytAt  fikeeefn 

Y .  S.  Ironclad  \'\ 
Waefane  Sounds  I 
Sib:  I  have-  the  honor  t<>  inform  you  of  the  capture,  in  attempting 
to  nui  the  blockade  at  this  place,  of  the  schooner  Stomt  sailing  under 
English  colors,   by  tin*  second  cutter  of  this  vessel,  temporarily  in 
•     i  Anting  Ensign  \V.  ('.  Odkaroe,  of  me  Wieeakickon, 
'!!:.•    •.•.'/?  w;i-  captured  oil  the  southeast  point  of  Cabbage    Island, 
and  when  first  discovered  was  c •  f T  the  southeast  end  of  the  shoal  which 
makes  out  from  that  island   Beaward.    She   me  captured  witbonl 
opposition,  though   Mr.  Odiorne  -s  credit    for  the  good  judg- 

ment he  WOWOU,  uft<r  having  once    lost  Bight   of   her,  in   shaping  h 
course  to  intercept  ber.     When  disco  'I  hailed,  the  captain  ran 

her  ashore.     She  is  a  vessel  of  about  1:2  tons..  In  onsiating  mostly 

of  fish,  in  Imrrels,  and  of  but  little  value.     As  the  case  ffl  B  dem- 
and will  hardly   pay  the  0X000068  of  condemnation.  1    >end    ihe   tender 
of  this  vessel  to  the  St.  John's,  to  know  your  wishes  in  reapoct  to  hoth 
I  and  citrgO. 

nl  a  rrcw  conaJstiog  of  the  captain,  who  save  In  fa  a 
good  I'ninn  man.  a  Savannah  pilot,  and  two  men.  Will  you  be  pleased 
to  inform  me  what  disposition  I  shall  make  of  theml 

I    (ould  make  hoth  the  tender  mid    the    Siri/t   very    n>efu]    he] 

mounted  with  a  light  howitzer,  in  guarding  some  of  me  passage 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  H.  Stkvi 

Rear- Admiral./.  A.  Daiii.orkn,  17.  S.  Navy, 

Co*  </  South  Atlantic  IH-H-h'hiitt'!  Souadronu 


Order  of  Captain   ftoiran.   ('.   S.  Xanj,  t<>  i!>>    ■•>>,.!,, ii,,,l'n ,u  -•/'//./    at 

Eduto,jvr  (/<•  return  to  Morru  [eland  of  ihe  U,  8*  steamers  Nipeic 

and  L 

V.  B.  S.  Nkw  Ironsides 
Off  Morris  l*l„nd%  M-omary  !".  UMj. 
Sik:  I  sent  the  Nimictmd    frit  to  aid  you  in  cooperating  with  the 
row  oo  the  eight  of  the  8tb  instant  and* day  of  the  Mb,  as  requested 
by  Qeneral  Scnimmelfennjg, 

Vim  will  order  the  ffivezevad  /rssto  return  to  this  place  if.  upon 
couanltafion  with  General  Schimmeifenirig,  you  rind  thai  I  essels 

are  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  further  immediate  opt  rations  of 
the  expeditionary  f< 

Verv  respectfully, 

8.  a  Rowan, 
('« plant  and  Senior  Cffioety  etc* 

mmander  lT.  S.  Navai.   Foucks, 

Etlhto. 

N   W   R— VOL    l-> 


L'l 


882 


kDDra   9QUADBOS. 


Onlr   of   li"tr-A'liuinii    Dahign  n.    I  .    -V    NiiWt  to    !.'><<it.  "•>"'    I 

■.   /'.    \.   ilfatw,  .  C    &    &    TFa 

HV7<  '    of  tht  Altamaha  River. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Pawweb, 

St.  John*  i; ;,;,.}■'!•>, ;.t", /■)!■  m± 

.  You  will  proceed  with  tin-  Water  Witch  under  your  command 

to  the  Altamalm  River  and   '  -  - 1 1 1 1 1< •  eommaiid  of  tin-  bloekade  tli 

It  is  rumored  that  twu  or  three  steainei  s  are  10  (In   in  BT  near  Darieu. 

watching  on  opportunity  to  escape.    You  will  pleiBe  give  me  all 
information  you  oaa  ooileot  about  them,  and  also  your  opinion  as  to 
tfie  practicability  of  capturing  them 

Respectfully,  yomr  obeaienl  servant. 

.1.  A.  DlBLOBEH] 
/«',  ■••  ;/.  Ootndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Sauaaron* 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  Pendki 

Convmaml'iuj  f.  S.  S.  Water  Witch. 


Beport  of  Commander  >'■  /.>..'.■ 

traoandf 

U.  8.  IltONCLAD   PaTAI»SCO, 

Wasmir  Sound,  February  !■>,  !^c't. 
Sra:  A  ootfteanand  earns  on  board  yesterday  from  Savannah.    He 
hat  been  Cor  the  peat  three  montba  in  the  Interior  of  the  State,  and  says 

that  about  two  weeks  sim-e  a  seven-  battle  was  fought  at  a  place  called 
Potato  Hill.  |(ia.  |.  between  Borne  and  Kingston.  La  which  the  rebels 
were  totally  defeated. 

He  moreover  states  that  there  are  hut  few  troop-,  in  OP  abort  Savan- 
nah, and  that  for  three  months  past  the  leaders  have  been  very  much 
discouraged  and  the  people  openly  talk  of  the  IV.1K  of  attempting 
longer  resistance.  Hr  saw  three  trains  of  the  wounded  at  the  tight 
referred  bo  arrive  in  Americas,  [Qs.1,  before  he  h •  t' t . 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.    H.    SiF.VE.V-. 

Rear  Admiral  J.  A.  IUiii.ohen. 

touting  8outh   Atlantic  Jihx-fotding  Samidron, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  DaMgren,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lievtenant-Com- 
manaer  Lewie,  IT.  S.  Nam/,  to  aeeume  >  ■  $  of  tht   f.    S,    & 

■ 

Fi..u;-Stkamei:  Phii-a  Delphi  a. 
Fori  Royd  SWoTi  s.  <:.  February  16,  I864. 
Sik:  Youaro  hereby  drtaehed  from  the  command  of  the  SStkan  Alhn, 
and  you  will  report  to  Commodore  S.  C.  Bowil  1  officer  present, 

Charleston  Roads,  for  the  command  of  the  U,  8.  B.   v., 

Bespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.    A.    DaHI.OREN. 

Rear- Advvii  >rf<j.  South  Atlantic  RhtchSg.   SoMttdn 

Lieubmant --Commander  R.  V.  U.  LflWD. 

.  81  link  Ethan  .1//.;/. 


» 
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:  Dahlgn />.   U.  8.  flfavgr,  to  Tm utenant-G 

■mir  irihmm.  i    S.    \'avy,to  attumo  command  qf  flu    I .  s.    s'. 
Sonoma. 

■   Flau-Steamek  Philadelphia, 
/W  Boyal  I  la  i  !<,„■.  s.  c.  ffibrwvy  /•».  /S6J^ 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  your  relief.  Lieutenant  R.  F.  U.  Lewis,  you 
will  consider  yourself  detached  from  tin-  command  of  tin-  .\<W<-,  and 
you  will  relievo  Commander  Cooper  in  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
t  Stono. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  I>.wiL<;icK.\. 
Ri ///•-. I ihn/nil,  Cbmdff,  8ovtA  Atlantic  Blookdg. 

Lieutenant-Commander  \\  m.  (Iiiwin. 

Coii'iinindiini    I ".    >'.    A.    .\'pHtV. 


<h<i,r->j  \dmiral  ptiUijn  it.  I\   S.   Xun/.  t>>  Cm,  ('im/hr, 

/"".  8.  .Y""//,  to  >t*.snme  command  of 'th>   U,  &,  8.  SangOM 

I'i.AO-StEAMKK  1'HILADELI'HIA, 

/W  Boyal  Barbor,  v.  r. .  mAniary  /•«.  .'•- 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  vour  relief,  Licutcnnnt-( 'ominandcr  CKbsOB, 
you  will  consider  yourself  a-  detached  from  the  command  of  the 
Sonoma^  and  \ou  will  a^iune  (In  eommand  of  tin-  l*.  S.  ironclad 
8angojnwn. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.   A.    PaHLOREN, 

li'.ii  .[■ni"'/<>/.  Cbmdff.  SoutA  A&antia Blochilg,  Sauamton, 

Commander  George  H.  Cooper. 

Ofn  ■■;  /'.  8.  S,  S 


- 


Reprtrt  of  Q  Jar  /J>u//><\s.  ('.  S.   \>.wi/,  commanding  U.    S 

Citnoi'i'ui,  regarding  ?!><  hunting  •>/•<  Parrottgwi  "»  toot  veatd, 

[' .    ^.    (  fl    NHIIAT  ClMARRON, 

Stono  Inlet,  SoutA  <  '•'/■"/ ''.■!•'.  February  i~>.  IS6^. 
Sn::  I  have  to  inform  von  that  tlii>-  morning,  while  shelling 
the  woods  below  Legare'vilie  on  tin-  Stono  River,  our  Parrott  gun 
(100-ponoderi  was  completely  disabled  l)v  hurstinLr.  the  shell  having 
i  \|>loded  in  the  pun,  carrying  with  it  22£  iiule  -  of  the  muzzle,  throw 
ing  a  large  portion  overboard,  the  other  part  striking"  the  deck,  but 
fortunately  injuring  no  person  on  hoard. 

Yen  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen 

A.  K.  Hugh  en. 

vmondt  r. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

(.'<.n,iiinifi<l>ng  South  Atkwtir  IU<H-k>idm<j  •Squadron* 
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L'.ji..,'  ■,/  Rear  Admiral  Dahlgren,  1 .  8.  flavy*  i  \g  tl»  an 

"»H  ii">j"l.  8.  ('..  >■;/'  State*  veu 

Nil.    50.]  Ki.AI.StKA.MKK     1*1111. ADKI.I'HIA. 

Port  Royal  Barbor^  8,  ( ..  February  f5,  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  tin-  I  i  inform  the  Department  that  the  monitor 

.sv//;//"""'"  arrivfil  bere  safely  on  ijielltb  instant,  having  le/t  D 
ware   Breakwater  on   Sunday   last,   the  7th  instant,  in  tow  of  the 
Waohueott, 
The  Flag  has  :l1si>  returned  to  this  squadron. 
The  tug  f  'oi'-sfij'  put  into  this  port   tor  coal  on  the  \"2th  instant, 
bound  t<>  the  tiuli,  and  the  A  on  the  L4th  Instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vory  respectfully  .  youx  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A.  Dahuorbh, 
/«'■  ■'!■-.[ /in, inii.  Oomdff.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sauadron. 

Bon,    (ill)KON    WkI.!.K.\ 

'i  i  rijy   Washington^  b.  < ■'. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  DaJdgren*  I  ■  8.  Navyt  offering  Jkirioughi 
enlisted  men  for  an  oddito  •<)  oj  servic*  ■ 

FLAG-SxBAIOES  PHILADELPHIA, 

Port  Royal  Harbor^  8.  ' ..  February  /■'».  1864. 
Those  man  whose  terms  of  enlistment  expired  on  or  previous  t<> 

Dor.ember  81  last  will  bo  sent  to  the  North  for  discharge. 

1  am  authorised  iiv  the  Navj  Department  to  grant  furlough  to  such 
of  these  and  others  who  will  reenlist 

Conformably  to  which,  I  now  offer  to  anj  Besman,  or  other  enlisted 
man,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired,  a  Furlough  of  one  month,  if 
In-  will  recnlist  before  leaving,  for  one  yea 

And  in  case  bounties  to  the  Navy  should  be  authorized  by  law  din- 
ing this  session  of  the  present  Congress,  T  will  recommend  to  the  Navy 
Department  thai  person-  so  reenhsting  shall  have  1 1 . . -  benefit  thereof. 

Those  who  accept  will  be  shipped  by  commanding  officers  for  gen* 
era!  Bervice,  for  one  ▼ear,  and  rename  made  to  me  without  delay. 

Two  months'  pay  will  be  !■** rt  on  the  book-,  which,  with  tin-  pay  duo 
during  furlough,  will  be  paid  on  the  return. 

Joss  a.  Daetlgbbh, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South    tilantio  Blockading  Sgvadi 


I)'mt  <<f  veeeeUi  <>f  ti>>    South  Atlantw  /.'  ■  Squadron, 

February  i-r>.  1864 


•  Maugham  . . 

•AUTO 

Seneca 

<:am«Ua 

I *ni 1 1  .trinM... 

•Blunt 

Walsish 

I'snsndalsua 

ii..-.-  tone 
r*t 


I'S  Illlll 

do 

t. •■.,!•,-.  r. . - .  1 1  ... 


do 

Bull's  Buy . 

Charleston 

....do 

....do 


Ki-runrkK 


OutaiiJv  the  bar. 
Do. 


•Sailing  vcweli. 
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Distribution  of  reaaela  of  tlie  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February  16,  1864 — 

Continual. 


\'.-s-«l. 


Sluli'Oi. 


bouta 


Nipsic 

Do, 

•  Hope 

.....do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

Lehigh 

do 

Do. 

r..,,dq...... , 

Ij., 

Catskill 

do 

Do. 

.  ...do 

do 

Do. 
Do. 

Iris : 

Do. 

Do. 

Daffodil 

Liulii-HivuNi-  Inlet 

•Williams 

...do... 

•Wildcat 

...do... 

St.  Catherine's 

•Midnight 

•Smith  

do 

Hampton  River,  Georgia 

•  Brazilian  

•Perry 

Water  Wilch 

do ..;. 

•  Norfolk  Packet 

Repairing. 

Do. 

Philadelphia 

do 

!>■). 

Hale 

Petti* 

Do. 

Laid  up  to  go  North  (or  repairs. 

North  lor  repair*. 

•Sailing  vessels. 


Very  respectfully, 

John  A.  Dahlgben, 

Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadmm.. 


320  900TB  Atlantic   BLOCKADING   BQUA&BOV. 

Order  oi  ■.  /'.  S,  Afow,  to  I 

£7.  N.  A.-  :  f .  s.  Si  Paul  Jbnmtto  proceed  to  duty  in 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia. 
Royal  Barter,  8.  <:.  February  iv,iMJt. 
Sik:  You  will  proceed  to  Georgetown  Roads  to  reinforce  Lientenant- 

Coriunaiider  Parker,    who  deems   his  7€BW]    insufficient  for  tin.-   duty 
there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiilgren, 
Roar- Ad  in  i  mi.  Oomd  \h  AMantio  Blockading  Sqvaaron, 

Commander  J.  M.  Duncan. 

Command! i  v  Paul  Jones. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  DaMgren.  f.  S.  Xavy.fa  Mr.  Mnillef 
ordering  time  torpedoes  for  we  vn  •>/"  ration*  against  t %arietton  and 
elsewhere. 

FiacStkamkk  Philadelphia, 
P,,rt  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  ft;.  t86 

Sir:  Having  witnessed  the  action  of  your  time  torpedoes,  I  think 
they  may  be  Berviceable  in  operating' against  the  rebels  at  Charleston 
and  elsewhere. 

If,  therefore,  yon  will  make  without  <lelav  KM)  of  the  same  kind 
and  deliver  theme!  the  New  Fork  navy  yard  I  will  cause  yon  to  be 
paid  at  the  same  rate  as  charged  for  those  tried,  viz,  $35l>  for  each. 
ft  spectrally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 
Rear- Admiral.  Cbmdff.  South  Atlantic  Bhxkailina  S<pt<idr<>n. 

Mr.  Maillkkert. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  DaAlgren,U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  metruotiont 
regarding  oaptui  na  north. 

No.  •►!.  |  Flau-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ('.,  February  17.  ISCJ>. 

Sir:  It  sometimes  happens  in  making  captures  of  violators  of  the 
blockade  that  the  vessels  arc.  found  to  be  onnr  to  proceed  to  the  North, 
wholly  or  without  some  material  amendment,  and  yet  could  be  made 
to  assist  the  blockade  in  smooth  Water  when  furnished  with  one  or  two 
small  cannon  and  a  few  men. 

Several  of  these  eases  arc  now  in  hand,  where  it  may  serve  both  the 
Interests  of  the  Government  and  captors  if  the  vessels  were  apprai-cd 
and  taken  hy  the  United  States  at  the  adjudged  value. 

Finding  no  provisions  in  the  law  for  this  nurpo.se,  and  having  no 
instructions  from  the  Department]  I  would  desire  to  know  whether 
this  course  will  be  authorized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloben, 
■-Ailinintl,  Oomdg.  Sunt/,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


lion.  Gideon  Wki.i.k-. 

aaoy,  Washington,  Ik  < . 
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Order  of  Bear^ Admiral  I>ahh,,.„,    f\  ■,,  t<,  Acting  Master 

•ption  of  fog  of '; 
m  • '"  n  wtority, 

Flag-Steam ki:  I'iiii.adkli'HIa, 
l'„r>  i;,,,j„i  n.  CI,  February  17.  1864. 

ir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  80tfa  ultimo,  informing  iue  of  your 
having  received  ■  flag  of  truce  from  ths  rebels. 

You  will  perceive  by  srtfcle  8,  section  3.  of  the  "Acta  of  OongreM 
for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy.'*  that  us  your  vessel  is  not 
acting  singly,  but  is  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  my  command,  the 
communication  referred  to  was  forUoden  by  law. 

In  future  you  will  receive  no  flag  of  truce  from  the  rebels  unless 
it  is  for  tbe  rarreoder  of  men,  arms,  or  territory. 

In  all  Otbei  casea    you    will   obtain   the   requisite   jwrmission    from 
•If  first. 

•"ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Pahujrf.n. 
.■■i  mi  mi.  Comdg.  8outh  AtUtRtia  Blockdg.  Sguaanm, 

Acting  Master  W.  T.  (hi.i.k.si-ik. 

>/</.  U.  S.  Bark  Brcu  rgia. 


Sinking  of  the  U,  S.  8,  Hbuutoni*  h»j 

torpedo  hoot  If.  L.  i:  wy  17. 

186/,  ■ 

Baport  of  Captain  Rowan,  U    8.  Kavy,  transmitting  report  of  Captain  Grain,  D.  8.  HaTy. 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Canandaigaa. 

I'.  S.  B.   N«.w    Iu«»nsii>es. 
Off  Mon it  fcloynd,  Fsorvary  J*.  is(j.'t. 
Sir:  1  dispatch  the  Paul  -linn*  with  information  of  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  8.  //■"■■■'?•■/>>'•■.  which  vm  sunk  by  a  *•  David  "  torpedo  last  night 
about  9:80  o'clock. 

Aa  toon  u  the  signal  was  made  froiu  the  Oanastdaigv/a.  "Assistance, 
in  want  of."  Lieutenant •Commander  Belknap  went  out  in  a  tug. 
I  encloM  ( kptaia  ( I  reen'e  reporL 

l  have  tin-  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

S.  ('.  K..WAN. 
.  off  C/m /■/<■" ton. 

Rear- Admiral  Jxo.  A.  DlBLOBSV, 

Commanding  South  Ationfac  JUoo&cu 

S 


Report  of  Captain  Orcan,  D.  8.  Nary,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Canandaigna. 

I'.    S.    8.    t    ANANPAIOIA. 

Of  '  n.  t\.  1  W,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  a  boat  belonging  to  the 


ESniBOtonic    reached    this  ship   last  night  at   about    9:90,   giving  me 
information  that   that  vessal   had    been  sunk   at    B:45  p.  m.  by  a  reliel 

lorpedo  craft 
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I  immediately  slipped  our  cable  and  started  for  bar  anchorage,  and 
arriving  near  it,  at  &:86.  diaoovered  box  sank  with  her  bammock 
netting  water;  dispatched  all  boataand  rescued  from  the  m 

-j.  i  officers  and  L29  mem 

Tlniv  are  missing,  and  supposed  to  be  drowned,  tin-  EOUowing  named 
officers  and  i  \t 

Btasign  Bdirard  C.  HaseJtine,  Captain's  Olerk  Charles  0.  Mm 
Quartermaster  John  Williams.  Second-Class  Fireman  John  Walsh, 
Landsman  Theodore  Parker. 

Captain  Pickering  Lb  very  much,  but  not  dangerously,  bruised,  ami 
our  man  is  Blightly  bruised. 

I  have  transferred  to  the  Wabash  Boi  bar  officers  and  £0 men,  on  the 
in  of  (he  limited  accommodations  on  board  of  thn  vessel. 
\  en  respectfully .  your  obedient  tei  i  mi. 

.1.  P.  GrmrJDi, 
( '<// 
Commodore  s.  c  .  Bow  \.\. 

wmandmg  ",;;<.,  qff  <  .  ■   '      ,.,.   v.  /'. 


Report  or  Lieutenant  Higgineon,  TJ.  8.  Havy,  of  the  U.  I.  8.  Canandai|jua. 

I'.  S.  S.  Cananivw.i  \. 
of  '  <.c,  February  is.  I 

Sir:  1  have  tin'  honor  t<>  make  the  following  report  of  tin-  sinking 
of  tli'-  l'.  s.  s.  /  '.-,  by  a  rebel  torpedo  <>if  Charleston,  S.  C., 

on  the  evening  «»i  the  17th  instant: 

About  *:  Lo  p.  in.  tin-  officer  of  tin-  deck,  Acting  Master.).  K. 
Crosby,  diac  omething  in  the  water  about  100  yards  from  and 

ing  toward  the  ship.    It  had  tin-  appearance  of  a  plunk  moi 
tin-  water.     It  rami-  directly  toward  the  ship,  the  time  from  when  it 
n  till  it  was  dose  akmgaide  being  about  two  minutes. 

During  this  time  the  chain   was  slipped,  engine  bat iked,  and  all 
bands  called  to  quarters. 

The  torpedo  -truck  the  ship  forward  of  the  mizzenmaat,  on   the 
starboard  side,  in  a   line  with  the  magazine.     Saving  the  after  pivot 

■run  pivoted  to  port,  we  were  unable  to  1 ) r; m_r  a    g(ln  to  hear  UDOfl  her. 

Ahout  "iie  miiiTite  after  Bhe  was  close  alongside  the  explosion 
place,  the  ship  sinking  stem  first  and  heeling  to  port  as  she  sank. 

Most  of  thi  crea  saved  themselves  by  going  into  the  ri^^in^.  while 
a  bout  was  dispatched  to  the  '  !  came  ■_: ;t ' 

hintlx  to  our  assistance  and  aucceeded  in  reecuingall  hut  the  follow 
fog-named  officers  and  men,  viz.   Ensign  R.  ('.   rXeaeltine,  Captain's 
.  <»   Mnazey,  Quartermaster  John  Williams,  LacdamaaTheo 
dore  Parki  r.  Se,,. I,. I  Class  Fireman  John  Walsh. 
The  above  officers  and  men  are  nn-^in^  and  an 

q  drowned. 
Captain  Pickering  was  seriously  bruised  by  the 
present  unable  b  i  report  of  the  disaster. 

\  arj  respectfully .  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  .1.  Hn.i.iNMiN. 

Rear- Admiral  Joh»  a    Dahlobbn, 

>>ttft  Atlantic  Blockading  Sou 


supposed  t«>  have 
explosion  and  is  at 
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Report  of  Heir-Admiral  Dahl&ren,  U.  S.  Hayy. 
N().   Hi».J  Fl.Ali-Sll.A.MKi:    PHII.AI»KI.1-I!i 

t',.,i  Royal  1 7. trbor,  &,  / '.  February  iu.  1964. 

Sm:  I  much  regret  to  inform  the  Department  tlmt  tin*  l*.  8.  8. 
If>/n.'uitoii,\\  on  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  &  C,  was  torpedoed  by 
;i  rebel  "David"  tad  sunk  on  tin*  night  of  ili«'  1 7th  February  about 
9  o'clock, 

From  the  time  the  M  David"  mi  Bees  until  the  vessel  was  on  tin"* 
bottom  i  '.>'»•>  brief  period  must  have  elapsed?  so  far  as  the  executive 

oflicer  (Lieutenant   1 1  igg  i  QBOU  ,1  <an  jud^e,  and  he    IS  the  "nl\    officer  Of 

tin-  Btosatonw  whom  I  have  seen,  it  did   not   exceed   tivr   or  seven 

mmu  l 

The  officer  of   t li<-  deck  perceived  ■  moving  object  on  the  water 
ar  and  ordered  the  chain  to  be  slipped:  tin   captain  and  ex- 
ecutive officer  writ  on  deck,  saw  the  object,  ana  each  tired  at  it  with 
a  .-mall  arm.      In  ;m  instant  the  ship  was  struck  00  the  starboard  Bide, 

between  the  main  and  mizzeo  maata;  those  on  deck  near  were  etanned, 
the  vesse]  begun  to  rink,  and  went  down  almost  immediatelv.  Hap- 
pily the  toes  of  life  waa  -mull;  Ensign  E.C  BaaeMne,  Captain's  Clerk 
C.  Oi  Muzaey.  and  three  of  tbeereW,  Quartermaster  John  Williams, 
Beooad-Claas  Fireman  John  Walsh,  and  Landsman  Theodore  Parker. 

Two  boats  of  tin'  ffiiitsatioiic  were  lowered  mid  received  all  they 
could  hold;  tin-  (\ii>auihiii!>i,i.  which  knew  nothing  of  the  eatastrop 
sent  bar  boats  immediatelv  on  bearing  of  it,  and  took  off  the  crew, 
wln»  had  ascended  into  the  riggings 

The  enclosed  printed  orders*  will  -how  the  precautions  which  have 
been  directed  from  time  to  time  to  guard  the  Ironclads  that  lav  Inside 
the  bar,  and   would  naturally  be  the  object-  "t*  attack  from  their 

importance  and  proximity,  and  I  also  trim    mil  OODV  of  a  comiminica- 

i (January  I")  to  the  senior  officer  outside  on  the  same  subject. 

In  addition  I    have  been   in  the  habit  of  giving  pefBODal  attention  to 

the  inside  blockade,  sometimes  ri&iting  the  picket  monitors  several 
hours  after  dark. 
Being  notified  on  the  5th  of  February  by  General  GiDmore  thai  he 

about  to  throw  a  tone  into  Florida,  and    would    need  naval  aBsisI 

ance,  I  left  promptly  for  the  St,  John's,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  no 
aid  should  be  wanted  that  whs  possible,  leaving  Commodore  Rowan, 
an  experienced  officer,  commanding  the  /."<..</.-.  m  charge  of  the 

blockade  of  <  'harlestoii. 

On  my  return  I  touched  here  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  our 

depot.-,   and   particular!]     iu    [•••mud    to   the    repairs  on    the   monitors, 

Intending  also  to  \  isit  the  blockade  of  Sai  anuah  Kiver. 

The  i ),  i  irtmenl  will  readily  perceive  the  consequences  likely  to 
result  from  this  event;  the  whole  line  of  blockade  will  bo 
with  these  cheap,  convenient,  and  formidable  defenses,  and  we  must 
guard  every  point  .ThexneaaureBroFpreveation  maj  not  be  so  obvious. 

1  am  inclined  to  the  Mief  that  in  addition  to  the  various  device--  for 
keeping  the.  torpedoes  from  the  vessels,  an  effectual  preventive  may 
be  found  in  the  use  ..f  .similar  contrivances. 

I  would  therefore  request  that  a  number  oi  torpedo  boat-  be  made 
i -in  here  with  dispatch;  Length  about  4"  feet,  diameti  dps 
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5  to  t!  feet,  :iiul  tapering  to  B  point  at  each  and  :  Small  engine  and  pro- 
peller, an  opening of  about  Lti  feet  above  with  a  batch  coaming,  to 
float  not  mora  than  L8  inches  above  water,  somewhat  aa  thus  sketched.* 

I  have  already  submitted  u  requisition  on  the  Bureau  of  (  Vn.-;l  ruction 
(January  L6)  for  Some  Craft  of  this  kind,  copy  enclosed,  which,  wilh 
the  tf mat  mechanical  facilities  of  the  North,  should  be  very  quickly 
supplied. 

I  nave  also  ordered  aqoantity  of  loating  torpedoes,  which  1  awn  tried 
here  and  thought  promised  to  be  useful.     Meanwhile  1  hone  tones 
pceteti  monit  >rfl  may  bood  arrive,  when  an  attack  on  the  deles 
the  lower  harbor  nitty  be  made. 

I  have  attached  more  Importance  t«i  the  use  of  torpedoes  than  others 
have  done,  and  believe  them  to  constitute  the  moat  formidable  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  bo  I  Iharleeton.  Their  affect  on  the  Tronnd^  in 
October,  and  do\i  on  the  //■"<■  ••■//..^/.•.*ustains  me  in  this  idea. 

The  Department  will  perceive  from  the  printed  injunctions  issued 
that  1  have  been  solicitous  for  sonu-  time  in  regard  to  these  misehJev* 
008  devices,  thongs  it  may  not  hi-  awaze  of  the  personal  attention 
which  I  have  also  given  to  the  security  of  (he  ironclads]  1  naturally 
Eeel  disappointed  that  the  rebels  ahonld  have  been  able  to  achieve  a 

single  BUCCeSS,  mingled  with  DO  little  concern,  lest,  in  spite  of  ewr\ 
precaution,  they  may  occasionally  give  as  trouble.  But  it  will  create 
no  dismay  nor  relax  any  effort ;  on  the  contrary,  the  usual  enquiry 
will  be  ordered,  though  the  whole  story  is  no  doubt  fully  knov 

I  desire  to  Buggesl  bo  the  Department  the  policy  of  oseruijga  large 

reward  of  prize  money  for  the  capture  or  destruction  of  a  *'  Davit!:" 
1    ahonld   Bay    not   less  than  $20,000  or  $30,000  for  each.     The\  an 

worth  more  than  that  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JNO.  A.  l»Aiir.<;uKN. 
A'..',     [dmiralt  Comdg.  Swtih  At'hjut-iv  Bk*:kdg,  8guaan  ■ 

Hon.  Ghsvon  Wnu 

s, ,-,,!<!, ->i  •>/(!(.-  .\.ny.  Washington^  Ik  ('. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgron,  V.  8.  N»ry. 

Fi.au-Stf. vmkk  Pim.\m;i.iMiiA, 
Port  Boyd  ll'irh<n\  8.  f  ■.  February  tdx  iw>\. 
fflnuatonic  has  just  been  torpedoed  by  a  rebel  "David,"  aod 

sunk  almost  instatity. 

It  was  at  night  and  the  water  smooth. 

The  success  of  this  undertaking  will,  no  douht,  lead  to  similar 
opts  along  the  whole  line  of  blockade. 

If  vessels  on  blockade  are  at  anchor  they  are  not  safe,  particularly 
in  smooth  water,  without  outriggers  and  haw  i  stretched  around 
with  rope  netting  dropped  in  the  water. 

Vessels  on  inside  blockade  had  better  take  post  outside  at  night  and 
keep  underway,  until  these  preparations  are  completed. 

All  the  boats  must  Ik*  on  the  patrol  when  the  fesael  U  not  in 
movement. 

*  See  letter  Ju  ii  i  m  iy  Hi,  L8Q4,  irnin  Dehlgmi  '"  I  bkl  of  Hui« . 
forwanliiu?  name  pke'tch. 
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The  commanders  nf  TfflOffln  are  required  t<i  ass  their  utmoBl 
lance — nothing  less  will  serve. 

I  intend  to  recommend  to  the  Navy  Department  t hi-  usignment  of  a 
largo  reward  as  prize  mone}'  to  crew-  of  I  .oats  or  Tossels  who  >h«U 
capture,  or  beyond  doubt  destroy,  one  of  these  torpeoV 

John  A.  Dahlgkbm, 
RHtr-Aiin.'nil.  (bmdff.  Smith  Atlantic  It 


Report  of  Captain  Green,  D.  8.  Navy,  rog&rding  an  examination  of  the  wreck  of  the 

•naken  venal. 

('.  S.  S.  CANANDAIGTjA, 

of  chart. tfen,  S.  < ..  Fabrttary  80, 1861 
Sir:  I   ham  examined  the  wreck  of  tin-   Hbwatonic  Ibifi  morning 
awl  find  her  .-pur  deck  about  15  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  irater. 
The  after  part  of  her  spar  deck  appears  to  have  been  entire) v  blown 
off. 

1  lev  .'Jims.  Sto-,  on  the  sj>ar  deck,  and  prolial»ly  a  good  many  articles 
below  deck,  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  recovered  by  the  employment  for 
the  purii  ihe  derrick  boat  and  divers. 

\  cry  re.s|>ccl  fully,  your  obedient  -er\anl. 

•I.    F.   (ilCKKN, 

i  ;,,. 
Commodore  S.  ('.  Rowan, 

/  Officer  J '/•'  v ,-.  i  <<rf'  (  ■'.  c. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  V.  8.  Havy,  to  a  board  of  omcera  comprising  a  court  of 

enquiry. 

I*  IAO-StKA.MK.U     PlIIT.AnKI.IMII  \. 

Port  Boyal  Harbor,  s.  < .,  Fltruary  22,  IS64. 
flKXTLKMKN:  You  are  constituted  a  court  of  enquiry  to  ascertain 
the  facts  of  the  recent  disaster  that  befell  the  I".  S.  S    Hbvtati 
through  the  agency  of  a  rebel  torpedo. 

Which  you  will  state,  with  your  opinion  thereon.     Second  Lieuten- 
ant Young,  of  marines,  will  act  as  judge-advocate. 

Please  to  signify  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  what  officers  and  men 
may  be  required  for  evidence,  so  that  they  may  not  OS  Bent  away  when 
led. 

Very  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.   A.    Dahi.okkn. 
A'r •'//•-.  I dtm ',••■'/,  Qomdg.  SoutA  Atlantic  Blockading  Sg\ 

Captain  J.  F.  Grken. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaiy 
Captain  .1.    Dk  Camp. 

r.  s.  s.   Wabatk 

Lieutenant-Commander  Willia.v 

V.  g  S.  Flag. 
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[Telegram.] 

P.vi.iiMOKK,  March  .'.  / 
!  ir  torpedo  boal  "  David,"  that  Mink  the  Ehutateruc,  nndoulitedl) 

sank  sit  tin-  time  of  th ncussion,  with  sill  hands.    Bow  the  //"iisa- 

i.i;  was  not  known  at  Charleston  until  the  27th,  whea  the 
prisoners   captured  in  b  picket  boat,  dirulged  them  t hi--  Caote. 

'   .    (  '.    I'ki.tun. 
Hon.  (J.  V.  POX, 

Wavy  Depar&nu  ni. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U    8.  8.  Canandaigua.  Captain  Oroon.  U   8.  Navy,  commanding. 

February  — B  .  •  isaele  at  sundown:    Wabaehy  3.  I 

K. ;  Jfi>  V.  N.  E.;  ffmtsatonie, N.  N.  E.  t  EL:   /'"/./.       . 

N.  N.  F..     At  9: 20  p.  m.  disoovei  it  pulling  toward  vs.     Hailed 

bei  ami  found  hex  to  be  from  the  //■  She  reported  1 1>«- 

//"  ik  bv  a  torpedo.     Immediately  Bllpped  our  chain  ami 

started  for  the  Bcene  of  danger,  with  the  HtHuatotue's  boat  in  b 
.\r  the  same  time  sent  ap three  rockets  Bad  burned  Goeton  signals  No, 
mI  booo  after  burned  in,     At  i'::'.1*  p.  m.  picked  ap  another 

boal  from  the  HouwUmic*  witn  Captain  Pickering  on  board.  At  9:85 
arrived  at  the  Hausatontc  and  found  her  sunk,  Lowered  all  boats, 
i  them  alongside,  and  resent  d  I  he  officers  and  new .  clinging  t<>  I  he 
rigging.  At  [0:80  all  were  brought  from  the  wreck,  Brought  on 
board  of  this  ship,  belonging  to  the  Ffottaatomc,  21  officers  and  i:;7 
men.  At  11:80  stood  toward  the  Wabash,  to  the  aoathward  and  west- 
ward. Made  signal  to  the  Mary  Saqford.  The  tug  DaffodUy  from 
inside  the  bar,  communicated  with  as,  Lieutenant-Commander  Bel- 
knap on  board.  At  13  communicated  with  the  Wabath  and  senl  on 
board  of  her  8  oh  i  !'.•  m.-n  belonging  to  the  II<"i-«it-><>!c. 

February  18. — At  L9:40a,  m.  Lieutenanl  Commander  Belknap  left 
tin'  ship  and  went  inside  the  bar  in  the  tog  Daffbdii,    Clear  and  moon 

light  till  8:80  a.  in.,  when  the  moon  went  down.  At  8  a.  m.  pit  I  I 
up  one  of  the  Sinuatonuti  buinohes,  sent  it  inside  the  bar  in  tow  of 
the  tug.  At  7:-i.">  steamed  by  the  HoutaUnde and  at  s  :i.  m.  hi  go  our 
anchor  near  our  old  station  in  ■"»  fathoms  water.  Sumter  bearing  N.  W.  $ 
W,  and  Breach  Inlet  N.  N.  W, 

Fshriitinj  .'".      \\  s:  i."i  n.  m.  cams  to  with  the  portancbor  Dear  the 
Hmisatonuffi  wreck,  in  B  fathoms.     8ent  boats  i"  tin-  Houtaionia  to 

wreck  hi 

February  .'.'.  —At.  l  p.  m.  sent  oo  board  the  tug  JoruneU  t«>  take  to 
\\\{- Juhh  Adams  10  man  lately  belonging  to  the  Bduaalondc, 


Procaodinge  of  a  court  of  enquiry  condoned  on  board  the  TJ.  8.S.  Wabaih,  February  26, 

1864. 

I.'.  S.  Sham   Fkioaii:   \Y\hami.  March  <"•  186\ 
The  testimony  baring  been  dosed,  the  court  was  cleared    for  d<  Id. 

eration,  and  after  maturely  considering  the  evidence  adduced,  find  the 

following  facta  established: 

First.    That  the  I  .  8.  B.  Houtatonic  was  blown  up  and  -nnk  bya 

rebel  torpedo crafl  on  the  night  of  Pebroar)  17  last,  about  'J  o'clock 
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i).  m..  while  lying  at  an  anchor  in  Bf  feet  of  water  oil  Charleston,  s.  ('., 
bearing  IS.  i  dlstaot  from  Fort  Sumter  about  64  miles.    The 

weather  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  was  dear,  the  night  bright  and 
moonlight,  wind  moderate  from  tin-  northward  estward,  aaa 

smooth  and  tide  half  ebb,  the  ship's  head  about  W.  N.  AN 

Second.  That  between  N:tf.  and  '.»  o'clock  p.  in.  on  lit  an 

object  in  the  water  was  discovered  almost  smstutaaeotisly  by  the  officer 

of  the  deck  aed  the  lookout  stationed  at  the  starl rd  cathead,  on  the 

starboard  bow  of  the  ship,  about  7ft  or  LOO  yards  distant,  baring  the 
appearance  of  a  log.    That  on  further  and  closer  observation  if  pre- 
sented a  suspicious  appearance,  moved  apparently  with  b  Bpeedox  H 
or  4  knots  in  the  direction  of  the  starboard  Quarter  of  the  ship,  exhib 
ifcing  two  protuberances  abo\  e  and  makings  slight  ripple  in  tin1  water. 

Third.    Thai  the  BtlBXl  ■•■  I   apMOacSed    tin-  ship  \>  i t h  a  rapidity 

1  > i ■ « lu-iitiL'  i  gun  of  the  battery  being  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  and 
finally  •aim1  in  contact  with  the  ship  on  her  starboard  quarter^ 

Fourth.   That  about  one  and  :i  half  minutes  uftcr  the  first  discovery 

of  the  strange  object  tin*  crew  wen- called  to  quarters,  tike  cable  supped, 
and  the  engine  backed. 
Fifth.  That  an  explosion  occurred  about  three  minutes  after  th< 
joveryof  the  object,  which  blew  up  the  after  part  of  the  ship,  cans 
inghertoaini  Immediate!]  aftei  Bo  the  bottom,  with  hoT  spar  deck 

:«d. 

Sixth.   That  several  shots  from  small  arms  were  the  object 

while  it  was  alongside  or  near  the  ship  before  the  explosion  occurred. 

Seventh.  That  the  watch  on  deck,  ship,  and  ship's  battery  were  In 
all  respects  prepared  Bora  sudden  offensive  or  defensive  movemi 
that  Lookouts  w<  r«  properly  stationed  and  ngilance  obsen 
that  officers  and  crew  prompt  U  assembled  at  their  Quarters. 

Eighth.  That  order  was  preserved  on  board,  and  orders  promptly 
obeyed  bj  officers  and  crevi  up  to  the  time  of  the  sinking  of  the  ship. 

In  view  of  tiheabove  facts  the  court  have  to  express  the  opinlos  that 
no  further  military  proceedings  are  necessary. 

J.    F.  (iRKKN. 

ptain  and  I'/.-^i- /.■/. 

.Us.   B.   VoiNti, 

Si  Marines^  Judo\    I 

Forwarded  for  the  information  of  tin*  Navy  Department  by, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen 

s.  c.  Rowan, 
Captain,  Go  SoutA  AUawUe  Blockading  Sgvaaron, 


Report  of  Rcar-Admlr»l  Dahlgren,  D.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding  the  con- 
dition of  the  wrecks, 

No.  561. 1  Flag-Steamku  PhIXADELFHLL 

Pbrt  Royal  Harbor,  Kowmber  $8,1861. 

Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  souadron  diver  in  relation 
to  the  wrecks  of  the  Bom  ml  some  blockade  runners  which  were 

driven  ashore  at  different  times  by  the  vessels  of  the  blockade. 
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It  if  (o  be  presumed  thai  all  perishable  articles  ate  nov  valueless; 

!li<'  metallic  parts  will  l>c  reooveired  whenever  I  ices  of  the  divers 

ran  la*  spared  from  the  \  osels  in  service. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectzrolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

i.  A.  Daiii.'.ukn. 

/.'.  8otdh  Athnitir  Blockading  Sijiiinl;- 

Bob.  « tiDBOM  Wm  i 

i  in  l.-nrc.| 

U.  S.  Sgbocoteb  (i.  W.  Blunt, 
I'-ri  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.,A 

Sue:  A>fter  a  careful  examinatioD  of  the  wrecks  of  the  sunken  block- 
ade ninii.Ts  and  //<"/.« <i!<><i>> .  I  ha\ -e  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report: 

i  find  that,  the  wrecks  of  the  blockade  runners  are  so  badly  hrokcn 
upas  to  be  worthless.  The  HbnBOtonic  1b  very  muck  worm-eaten,  as 
I  find  from  pieces  which  have  been  brought  up.  She  is  in  an  upright 
position:  bafl  settled  in  the  sand  almut  5  feet,  forming  a  hank  of  mud 
Mid  Band  around  her  bed;  the  mud  has  collected  in  her  in  small  quan- 
tities. The  cabin  is  completely  demolished,  aa  are  also  all  the  bulkheads 
abaft  the  mainmast;  tin- com!  is  scattered  about  her  lower  decks  In  heaps, 
as  well  as  muskets,  small  arm.-,  and  quantities  of  ruhhish. 

I  tried  toiind  the  magazine,  but  tin  weather  has  been  so  unfavorable 

and  the  swell  so  great  that  it  v\as  not  safe  to  keeps  d.i\cr  in  thewreok. 
1  took  advantage  of  all  the  good  weather  that  1  had.  and  examined  as 
much  as  wis  possible. 

The  propeller  is  in  an  upright  position  the  shaft  appears  to  be 
broken.  The  niddarpost  and  rudder  have  been  partly  mown  off;  the 
upper  parts  of  both  are  in  their  proper  places,  while  the  lower  parts 
have  been  forced  aft.  The  stern  frame  rests  upon  the  niddcrpost  and 
propeller;  any  part,  of  it  can  be  easily  slung  with  i  hum  -lings,  and  a 

powerful  steamer  can  detach  each  part. 
I  have  also  caused  the  bottom  to  be  dragged  for  an  area  ol  000  yards 

around    the  wreck,  lindiug   nothing  of    the  torpedo  hoat.      On  the  -4th 

the  drag  ropes  caught  something  beery  (as  1  reported).    On  sending 

a  diver  down  bo  examine  it,  proved  to  he  a  quantity  of  ruhhish.     The 
examination  being  completed.  I  could  accomplish  nothing  further,  un- 
it is  the  intention  to  raise  the  wreck  or  propeller,  in  which  case  it 
will  Ih-  necessary  to  have  more  machinery. 

Very  respectfully,  yourobedlenl  servant) 

W.    1,.   CBUBOSULL, 

ActllHj      Vflhlllt..!      /..'.   '//,  />n,it.     (\r,,,hl"<>ti',}>,l. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlbhbh, 

•ndiny  Houth  Atlantic  Blockading  Sipuninm. 


VotM  from  p»per§  of  Vint  Aatlmst  Engineer  Tomb,  C.  B.  F»ry.  regarding  the  submarine 

torpedo  boat. 

Chaki.km'on,  Si  C,  Ja 
There  was  I   submarine  torpedo  hoat,  not    under  the  orders  of  the 
Navy,  and   I  was   ordered    to   tow  her  down  the  harhor three  or  four 
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times  by  Flag-Officer  Tinker,  who  also  gave  me  orders  to  report  B 
ber  efficiency  ae  lietj.     In  my  report  to  him  I  stated*  ••The 

only  way  to  086  B  bftfpedo  WB8  00  the  same  plan  U  tin-  '  1  Vivid'  that 
is,  a  sj>ar  torpedo — and  to  strike  with  his  bow  OB  the  BarfBOe,  the  tor- 
pedo being  lowered  to  s  feet.    Should  she  attempt to  ose  b  torped 

Lieutenant  Dixon  intended,  by  submerging  the  boat  and  striking  f  i  ••  >m 

in  low .  the  level  of  the  torpedo  would  be  above  Ma  own  b         ad  as 

BOA  had  little  buoyancy  and  DO  powi t.  I  !;.■  chanCOB  WOTB  the  suction 
caused  hy  the  water  passing  into  the  .-ink iu*r  ship  would  prevent  her 
rising  to  the  Burfaee.  beside.-  the  possibility  of  his  dm  n  boat  being  die- 
allied."    Lieutenant  Dixon  was  a  ave  and  cool-headed  man, ami 

had  evei  J   eontidenee  iii  his  hoat,  1'iit  had  great  trouble  when  under  tin' 

waie  lack  "f  air  and  Light.    At  the  time  she  made  the  attempt 

live  under  the  receiving  snip  In  Charleston  Harbor,  Lieutenant 

Dixon,  .hiiir  and  myself  Stood  on  the  wharf  as  she  passed 

out  and  saw  her  dive,  but  she  did  not  rise  again,  aud  after  a  week's 
effort  she  was  brought  to  the  surface  and  the  crew  of  7  men  wen- 
found  in  a  bunch  near  the  manhole.  Lieutenant  Dixon  said  they  had 
failed  to  close  the  aftei  i  alve. 

The  last  uight  the  u  David"  towed  him  dowu  the  harbor  his  torpedo 
got  foul  of  us  and  came  near  blowing  up  both  boats  before  we  got  it 
clear  of  the  bottom,  where  it  had  drifted,  I  let  him  go  after  passing 
Fort  Sumter,  and  on  my  making  report  of  this,  Flag-Officer  Tucker 
refused  to  have  the  '•  David"  tow  him  again.  The  power  for  driving 
boat  came  from  7  or  8  men  turning  cranks  attached  to  the  pro- 
peller shaft,  and  when  working  at  their  best  won  Id  make  about  3  kn 
She  was  verv  slow  in  turning,  out  would  sink  at  a  moment's  not  in- and 
at  times  without  it.     The  understanding  WBfl  that  from  the  time,  of  her 

construction  at  Mobile  op  to  the  time  wne  brock  Ho  not 

less  than  .'',:-'.  men  had  lost  their  lives  in  her.  She  was  a  veritable cotlin 
(0  this  brave  officer  and  his  men. 

.1.   [[.  TOMB, 


Report  of  Lieutcnant-Colonnt  DanUler,  C.  8.  Army. 

I  I  l    \  I  MjUAKTKK*    BaTTEKV    MARSHALL. 

S>iH  '  '>n>(L  ]■  /•'>,  JSC.'f. 

Likltknant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  torpedo  boat 
stationed  at  this  poet  went  out  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant 
(Wednesday)  and  088  not  yet  lvturned.  The  signals  agreed  upon  to 
be  given  in  ease  the  boat  wished  a  light  to  be  exposed  at  this  post  as  a 
le  for  Its  return  were  Observed  and  answered.  An  earlier  report 
would  have  been  made  of  this  matter,  but  the  officer  of  the.  day  for 

yesterday  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Ivoat  had  returned,  and  SO 

informed  me.     As  goon  as  I  beoazae  apprised  of  the  fact  I  sent  b  tele- 
gram toOaptaia  Nanoei  assistant  adjutant-general,  notifying  him  of  it. 

Very  respect  full  v. 

().  ML  Daktzlrb, 
I.'  met. 

Lieutenant  John  A.  Wilson, 

A'ti/i't  A&wtax  ■        raL 
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[Kndor*eij  i 

Fkbbuabi  80   i 
As  soon  as  its  fate  shall  have  been  ascertainedtPa]  :i  prop 

to  the  gallantn   and  patriotism  of  it.-  eivw  Mid  <>th 

!  I    UEGAHD. 


Wil.KMTON.  S.  ('..  I'M-  .  1864. 

(.  ri;NF.l:.\I.     A    gUnbOat    sunken    off    HalL-iy    .\l;il>hall.       Supposed    |<> 

hare  t ««-■-»  1  done  bj  Mobile  torpedo  boat,  under  Lieutenant  George  K. 
Dixon,  Company  E,  Twenty  firvtAJtbama  Volunteers.  ^hich  went 
for  that  purpose,  and  which  I   p  o  Bay  has  not  heeu  hoard  of 

siaee. 

i ..  I '.  Bbai  regaed. 


[  I  i-l.-t?rHlii.| 

Ciiaki.k-t"N'.  S.  <'..  February  £7,  ffiftf. 

Prisoners  report  thai  it  was  the  r.  S.  ship  of  war  House 
puns,  which  was  Bunk  on  night  LTtfa  instant  by  the  submarine  torpedo 
boat.  Lieutenant  Dixon,  of  Alabama, commanding.    Thei  •■  Is  little  Dope 
that  brave  man  and  his  associates,  however,  as  t in- %  were 
not  captured. 

I       T.   BeATJBEGABD, 

G\  ■  no, 

neral  S,  I  001 

•  /.  ( .  S.  Army i  Richmond^ 


[Extract  from  Ch*rlc«ton  D«ii 

On  Friday  nigh!  about  half  past  0  o'clock  one  of  our  naval  picket 
boats,  under  command  of  Boatswain  J.  M.  Smith,  captured  s  xankee 
picket  boat  <>tl  Port  Somter  containing  l  commissioned  officer  and  Smen. 
A  large  barge,  which  was  in  company  witli  the  captured  lamt,  man- 
aged to  escape.  The  oilieer  takm  prisoner  i-  Midshipman  William  11. 
hutching,  acting  master's  mate  of  me  United  States  bl  steamer 

i<  rest  of  the  prisoners  are  landsmen. 

By  the  prisoners  we  learn  that  the  blockader  sunk  bj  our  torpedo 
boai  on  thenight  of  the  L0th  Instant  was  the  United  States  steam  sloop 
of  war  //<"'  1%  guns  and  a  crew  of  800  men.    They 

stab"*  that  the  torpedo  boat.  « - i «__•;< r    -di  <  first   seen  approaching 

by  the  watch  on  board  the  fflm  The  al  given,  ami 

immediately  all  hands  beat  to  quarters.  \  rapid  musketry  tire  was 
opened  upon  the  boat,  but  without  effect.  Being  unable  to  dep 
their  guns.  She  order  was  given  tosHp  the  cable.  In  doing  this,  the 
Hau&atoMc  backed  Borne  distance  and  came  in  collision  with  the  cigar 
boatk  Tin  torpedo  exploded  almost  immediately,  carrying  away  the 
whole  stem  of  the  vessel  Che  steamer  nmk  In  three  minutes1  urns 
the  officer*  and  crew  hand;,  Bsonpingtothe  rigging.     Bverj  tiling  ;else  on 


n    blockading  sqi  ibron. 
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board  guns,  stores,  RtnmuDition,  etc,  together  with  the  small  boats — 
vrent  down  with  her.  The  explosion  made  ao  noise  and  tbe  affair  was 
not  known  among  tin  Beet  until  daybreak,  when  the  erew  wee  djseov- 
ered  end  released  from  their  uneasy  positions.  They  bad  remained 
there  all  night.     Two  officers  and  thr<  bed  missing  and 

supposed  t<»  be  drowsed.  The  lose  of  the  Bousatorw  caused  lt  »"■  :>'  oon- 
:ialit»ti  in  the  Beet.  All  the  wooden  vessels  are  ordered  to  keep  up 
steam  and  go  out  bo  -<:i  ei  erj  sight,  sol  Being  allowed  to  anchor  inside. 
Tl ii •  nickel  boats  Bum  e  been  doubted  and  the  force  in  each  boat  increased. 
IBs  glorious  success  of  our  little  torpedo  boat,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Dixon,  <>f  Mobile,  has  raised  the  bopesof  our  people, 
-.Hid  the  mosl  sanguine  expectations  are  dot  entertained  of  our  being 
able  to  raise  the  siege  in  ■  way  little  dreamed  of  by  the  enemy.  The 
capture  of  the  picket  boa!  reflects  great  credit  onmegallani  boatsi 
in  eharge  «>t'  our  forgo,  as  well  as  <"i  the  unceasing  \  ignanee  nod  energy 
oi  Lieutenant  •'  II  nochelle,  commanding  the  naval  picket  detach- 
ment  on  board  the  I.«<1<<><,  Chiqf.  He  baa  watched  the  operations  of 
these  picket  Intrude]  and  planned  the  movements 

kxing  some  of  thorn  in  out  of  the  wet 


Letter  from  General  Beauregard.  C.  S.  Army,  to  Mr.  Leary,  announcing  the  probable  lost 
of  the  torpedo  boat  H    L.  Hunlny  and  hor  commanding  officer. 

II f  rena,  Kt<      \/.-.-  h  ffl,  tS64, 

9m:  1  inn  directed  bj  the  com  aanding  general  to  Inform  you  that 
it  was  tii.'  torpedo  boat  //.  /..  Hwdey  tost  destroyed  the  Federal 
nmn-of-wiir  Bi&tua&onici  Slid  that  Ueuienant  Dixon  commanded  the 

•  that  Dothing  Binoe  bat  been  beard  either 
of  Li.'iit.-n.-mi  IMxon  or  the  torpedo  boat     Ii  is  then  fore  feared  that. 
that  gallant  officer  and  hi-  brave  companions  hare  perished. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  \Y.  Kkii.dkn. 
torn  ■>»>/  .  I .v.v i.-t-th!  Ac 
II.  .1.  Lkakv.  Esq., 

Marietta,  Go, 


Letter  from  Captain  Gray,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Major-General  Maury,  C  8.  Army,  regarding 
the  lost  of  the  H.  L.  Hanley  and  her  erew. 

Office  Subuajuxe  Defenses, 
rh,i,-i-*t.n,.  S.  <  ■■  April  -'•''.  t8t 
(  Ibnbral:  in  answer  to  a  communication  of  youi     received  th rough 
beadquarters,  relative  t..  Lieutenant  Dixon  sad  crew,  I  beg  leave  to 
be  tbal  i  was  not  informed  ns  to  the  service  in  which  Lieutenant 
Dixon  was  engagi  d  or  under  what  orders  be  was  acting,     I  am  infer 
thai  he  requi  mmodore  Tucker  t"  furnish  him  some  men,  which 

be  did.     Taeir  oamee  are  as  follows,  viz:  Arnold  Becker,  ( '.  Simkins, 

James  A.  Wicks,  F,  Collins,  and Ridgeway,  all  of  the  Navy, 

andCorporalC.  F.(  arlsen^ol  Captain  Wagoner's  company  of  artillery. 

Hie  United  States  sloop  of  war  was  attacked  and  destroyed  on  the 

nighl  of  th>-  I7th  of  February.    Since  tint  time  no  information  has 
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been  received  oi  either  tin-  boat  <>r  crew.     I  am  of  the  opinion  that, 
the  lorji.  M-'  placed  at  Ihe  1h>w  of  the  boat,  she  wenl  into  the 

hole  made  in  the  //•■  bi  explosion  oi  torpedoes  and  did  not 

have  sufficient  pOWeT  to  hack  out.  consequently  sunk  » i t li  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yoni  obedient 
servant, 

II  M.  Grat, 
Captain  4n  Gkargt  qflbrpedoes, 

Major-General  Dabkey  H.  Mauky. 


Order  of  EUar-Admvral  Dahlgrm^  U.  's-  Navy,  to  Oaptam  Rowosl, 

wdiauf  mmxures  ojjtr<*c<ivtion 
forp  ■'■"'  Harhot. 

Flag  Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  '..  February  !■>.  1884. 
Sik:  The  Pa/ul  Jones  is  josl  in,  with  the  unpleasant  news  of  tl 
disaster  to  the  How 

I  shall  leave  here  for  Charleston  u  booh  bi  oni  oi  the  Bteamera  cai 
Im-  made  rcad\ .  Tin*  \lj>slc  arid  /'////  ./'•//<.«•  both  need  OOal  ami  sunn 
slight  liui  im  repairs. 

The  Bnocaaa  of  this  attempt  will  no  doubt  oause  b  resort  t"  the  tor- 
pedoes along  the  whole  line  of  blockade  and  it  behooves  the  dodo 
mandiug  officer  to  resort  to  ever     precaution  t"  avert  a  set 
ben. 

rhe  torpedo  l>oat  passed  by  the  ironclads  within  the  bar,  I  thinl 
tli.'  inference  It  Cair  thai  the  means  used  to  protect  them  have  beei 

tried  '\v  the  "  T  >.i \- ill -= . "  perhaps,  unknown  to  lis.  and  I  i.i   iii 

All  veneb  at  anchor,  inside  or  outside  are  therefore  to  use  out 
riggers  and  hawsers  with  netting,  or,  if  outside,  are  to  keep  underway. 

You  will  lake  any  further  measure-  th:it  you  may  deem  ni  to 

keep  off  th''--'  t-  <r|"'<|.  ie& 

lou  \\  ill  at  once  clear  the  inner  harbor  of  all  vessels  not    requiri 
tor  tin-  blockading  vessels.    Borne  oao  Leave  for  this  place  or  Stono,aud 
those  which  remain  inside  must  anchor  in  the  least  water,  with  out 
i>.  ate. 

'I'll.-    Wabaah  m:n   leave  for  this  port,  as  she  is  not  capable  of  much 
ament,  ami  i-  tOO  valuable  »  mark  for  the  torpedoes. 

hi  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dablgbbn, 
Bear-Admit  ftfio  Bloobadmg  Squadron, 

Captain  8,  < '.  Rowax, 

8.  &.  Franeidi  *,   Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Ordt  ■.   I .    •-  Aetino   Mast 

8     s".    A'U-ui,  f  />>■"■ 
■,/<  Uocka 

Fi.AO-StKAMKR    Puil..\OKI.IHI  V, 

BfH  Boyal  II  < ..  February  90,  1864, 

SiB!  Upon  being  relieved  by  the  I  .  &  s.   Water  Witch,  you  will 

proceed    with    ti       i  ;  i        your   command   to   l'ort    Royal,  and 

there  take  in  coal  and  supplies,  using  all  possible  dispatch. 
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then  proceed  to  Charleston,  ► 
manding  officer  tnere  for  blockade  duty. 


You  will  then  proceed  to  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  and  report  to  the  com- 
"ne  officer  tnere  for  blockade  duty. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  D.  Childs, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Acacia. 


Order  of  Commander  Reynolds,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Front, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oleander. 

Naval  Depot,  Pobt  Royal,  S.  C, 

February  22,  1864. 

Sib:  Upon  the  departure  of  Acting  Master  John  S.  Dennis,  you 
will  assume  temporarily  the  command  of  the  Oleander  until  the  receipt 
of  further  orders. 
Respectfully, 

William  Reynolds, 

Commander. 
Acting  Ensign  Jos.  Fkost, 

Oleander. 


Order  tf  Commander  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Potter, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Sea/man,  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vebmont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  28,  186^. 
Sir:  Having  discharged  your  freight  and  taken  in  ballast  and  com- 
pleted the  transfer  of  such  of  vour  crew  as  was  authorized  by  Rear- 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  receiving  in  their  place  men  whose  times  have 
expired,  you  will  proceed  to  sea  and  make  the  best  of  your  way  to 
New  York,  and  report  on  arrival  to  Rear-Admiral  H.  Paulding,  com- 
mandant Brooklyn  navy  yard. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Reynolds, 
( 'ommander,  Commanding  Naval  Depot,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Acting  Master  Charles  Potter, 

C  'ommanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival 
of  the  U.  S.  S.    Winona  in  a  disabled  condition. 

No.  71.  J  Flag-Steamer  Phdladelphia, 

Charleston  Roads,  February  23,  186^. 

Sir:  The  Minima  arrived  this  morning  from  Hampton  Roads,  and 

1  was  congratulating  myself  on  the  use  of  another  steamer,  when  the 

commander  handed  me  a  report  from  his  engineer,  stating  various 

defects  of  bearings,  crossheads,  etc.,  and  asking  for  twenty -one  days 
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to    repair  ;il    Port    Royal:  BOOM   of    this    is  attributed    to  8    gale  ofl 

Hattcras. 

I  have  tin-  honor  to  be,  v«  e|  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahxobkk, 
fit*// - A'h/<> .  "'.  I  b  fA  Allan 

lion.  (Jidkon  Welles, 

Secretary  <>f  th,   .X'l.-,,,    \\'a*hiiiubm.  D.   C. 


/,'•  port  of  Acting  Master  OoNiru,  I.  8.  Navy,  regarding  mpedUAon 

for  the  rfestrur/um  of  •  from  stnnnied  blockade  runner. 

U.  B.  ScuooNF.h  QflORGI    Mam. ham. 
OfJfum&i  Met,  February  S5,  186$. 

Stk:  I  bare  tin*  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  received  information 
from  Captain  Parker  tlmt  the  rebels  were  taking  the  machinery  oui 
of  the  blockade-running  steamer  on  tin-  beach  near  my  station  to 
put  into  a  steamer  that  they  are  building  at  Georgetown,  S.  C.  II«' 
gave  me  orders  to  destroy  all  that  I  could  of  it.  I  proceeded  toward 
tin-  steamer.  On  approaching  I  saw  a  Dumber  of  men  at  work  on  her, 
I  opened  tire  on  them,  which  made  them  run  for  the  woods  for  shelter. 
I  nred  three  shells  at  them  and  called  away  the  first  cutter,  manned 
with  li  men,  well  armed.  It  being  bjjgb  water  at  the  time,  I  found  it 
smooth  inside  the  steamers  stem  and  ii  gave  Da  i  mle  tending.  1 
went  on  board  the  steamer  and  found  that  the\  had  some  Of  the 
machinery  out  of  her.  and  i  number  of  pieces  wen-  lying  on  the 

amer  ready  to  gp  on  shore.    They  left  all  their  tool-  on  the  beach, 

consisting  <>f  mauls,  axes.  augers.  BBW8,  erowhar-.  wiem  !n-.  mil  a 
cutter  fall  and  blocks  for  hoisting  it  OUl  With.  I  commenced  with  my 
men  to  destroy  all  the  machinery  I  could  tincl,  and  a  large  cargo  uinch. 
which  they  had  to  hoist  with.  'Hie  «l earner  was  full  of  water  at  the 
time,  and  I  could  ttOtgetat  what  WBfi  left  in   her.  and  at   low   water  it 

wee  too  cough  to  land.     1  took  all  the  took  with  me  on  board  and 

made  sail  for  my  station.  1  hud  QOJ  sailed  far  when  the  rrhi  U  came 
back  to  the  steamer,  took  a  haatj  sur\ey.  and  then  left  in  haste.  I 
think  they  will  haw  to  wait  some  time  for  machinery  for  their  i  amer, 
as  I  think  it  will  puzzle  them  to  put  it  together  again.  I  shall 
them  anothei  call  as  aoon  is  it  is  smooth  enough  to  land  on  the  beach. 
1  think  the  took  belonged  to  the  steamer,  and  it  will  be  some  time 
before  Che]  can  get  more  to  work  with. 

I  :imi.    ir.  •.  riy  respectf  ally .  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Collins,  dr.. 
Acting  .!/'/•  ■!>:,<}. 

R<  ar-Atlmiiul  JoKS   A.  DabXGREM, 

Uantic  Blockdg,  S</u<Htr>m,  oif'  <%trU«t<>». 

in 


Ihstruetic  \dmiral  Dahlgren,    I.   8.    Navy,   to  Gapt 

Rowan.    I  .    S.    .\  "■-/,.   >,<  j-r.  i>i>r<''><<>  fi>r  <L]'<//tnr<   »f  tl„   for/i, 

Pbri  l  .   o. 

WUkB  -Steamer  Philadelphia. 

<{f  M  lsi;*t, 

Sik:   1  am  about  to  lfiB>VC  for   Tort  Royal.      Vou  will  therefore  be  in 
nand  of  the  na\al  foicefl  at  this  anchorage.  Inside  and  outside  the 
bar. 


Tin-  outer  blockade  ottcse,  ander  the  direction  ol  Captain 

(ir.-cii.  in. i  aealsowiU  be  mull  i  ■.  mr  dfreetloD  as  senior  officer. 

As  you  have  lurn  present  and  have  persona]  cognizance  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed  irithio  Ike  bar,  I  need  hardly  #o  into  more 
detail   than   i*   indicated   by   n>\    orders  of   1  >.  January   7 

and 

Th.  disaster  to  the  B  tie  will,  no  doubt,  be  .sufficient  to  avert 

anything  "t"  the  kind  from  other  vessels  of  tin- outer  blockade;  after 
-lark  ir  will  im  doubt  be  I  test  to  keep  underway  when  the  sen  is 
smooth,  and  not  run  too  close  in. 

Inside,  the   security  rf   the   monitors   is  the  tir>t  eonsideration;  the 

vigilance  practiced  and  the  measures  indicated  by  previous  orders 
will.  I  hope,  render  them  safe.     Patrols  of  tugs  and  boats,  scout 
boats  etc 
I  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  ath  for  whatever  may  be  omitted 

here. 

I  hit  ide,  '      I  ms  Green  mual  watch  the  Rattlesnake  oloeely. 

You  will  keep  me  advised  « »f  the  state  of  affairs. 
Von  will  ma&e  nrhafc  ver  disposition  your  judgmenl  indicates  to  be 
best  for  tin    tones  here. 

Kesprrtfiillv.  your  obedient  -ervant. 

,).    A.    D.AHUiKKN. 

Sear-Admiral,  i  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgyaaron. 

Captain  s.  C.  Rowan. 

( \  •<!  I '.  Si  S»    v.  ib  Ironoidee, 


U> }><•!■!  of  Captain  Rowan%  f .  >'.  ZVovy,  regarding  ekato  of Hooiade 

I',  s.  s.  Nkw  [bonbhh 
of  Morris  l-l'nvl.  Feb  .  186$. 

Sir:  Captain  Green  informs  me  that  the  Mary  Siinf'>r<l  If  a 

blockade  I  IHim-r  las*  ni^ht. 
Very  respectfully. 

S.  (\  Rowan, 
Captain  >!,<<!  Senior  Ojfiw.  •/> . 

Hear- Admiral  .K.».    \.  Dahi-iikkn, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Wofkadino  .Syw/r"/». 


■„,;  ofahoatattfotwMonoinQtotke  I*.  S.  S,  AV/We.  February 

■it),  mi 


Report  of  Captain  Rowan,  TJ.  8.  Nary,  tranimittinfr  additional  report! 

No.  78.]  Fla« MBF  Nkw  Ironsides, 

Of  Morris  Island,  February  89,  1864, 

I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture  Cft  the 
Ttipaid*  boat  by  the  rebels  on  the  night  of  the  26th  instant.  The  crew 
list  and  officer  in  charge  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  K.  K.  K.  Lewis,  herewith  enclosed. 
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rgi  oJ   the  boal  allowed  hxxn  t>e drifted  fur 

beyond  the  position  assigned  him,  through  ignorance  or  rooklessn 
and  was  Dot  equal  to  the  emergency  irhen  it  eri 

The  circumstances  of  Hie  capture  are  detailed  in  the  en  ports 

of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davie  and  Lieutenant  (J.  <*.  Wiltae. 
I  have  tin-  honor  to  be,  verj  respectfully,  yourobedienl  Bervant, 

S.  C.  Rowan. 
,-//,,,/  South  Atlantic  Blockading  ScuaeJtonpi 

Hon.  Gideoh  Wki.les, 

Secretary  of  th<  Navy*  Wathinglon^  D%  <■ 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Levis.  O.  8    Navy,  commanding  U-  8.  8    Nipsic 

U.  8.  S.   Nii-sic, 
OuUide  Blockade,  qf  <  .  &  < ..  Feb  .  18$^. 

Siit:  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report1  the  capture  by  the  rebels  of  one 
of  tin'  boats  of  this  vessel  last  night,  together  with  her  officer  and 
crew,  whilst  doing  picket  dutj  in  the  inner  harbor. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  given  me  this  morning  bj  the  tug 
that  toe  officer  in  charge  of  the  boal  eithez  musl  not  have  understood 
or  exceeded  bis  ordero  with  reaped  to  the  limit  bed  for  row- 

ins  guards  and  got  too  far  up  in  the  harbor,  ma  hailed,  brought  to, 
ami  captured. 

Officer  in  charge  of  die  boat.  Acting  Master's  Mate  WilHam  II. 
Batching,  jr.  Crew.George  1'.  Johnson,  Lyman  Holbrook,  Martin  I,. 
Atkinson,  Uriah  B.  Marshall,  William  O'Brien,  landsmen. 

Tin'  <T«-w  were  each  armnd  with  carbine,  cutlass,  and  revolver,  wjth 
Several  rounds  of  ammunition. 

The  boal  contained,  as  her  equipment,  a  night  glass,  compass,  lan- 
and  tarpaulin. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rout.  F.  B.  Lkwis. 
Lieu 
Hear  Admiral  dons  A.  Dahlgren, 

Gothdp:,  itlantio  ]{!'"  $$nadron9qf Charleston* 


Order  of  Captain  Bowan.   TJ.  5.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bryson,  XT.  8.   Ifary.  commanding 
17.  8.  8.  Lehigh,  to  furnish  report. 

U.  8.  S.  New  Ikonsidi 
Of  Morris  Island,  February  £7,  186± 

Sik:  Please  report  the  circumatancas  oooneoted  with  the  capture 
of  the  Nipeu?*  boal  last  night 

Very  respectfully,  s.  c.  Bowam. 

pt<tiu  and  St  nior  Officer, 

<  Sommandar  A   Hm-sox, 

Qommandina  I  Lehigh 


I'.  S.  btOHCLAD    Moniai  k, 

of  Morris  [aland,  February  87,  IM.',. 
Sir:  1  have  rlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  ordetof 
this  date  to  Commander,  ESryson,  oi  the  Lehigh,  which  was  referred 

to  III 

A i  twilight  last  evening,  being  :«i  anchor  abreast  Wagner  Buoy, 

the  picket    boats  received   their  orders   from   me  governing  them  for 

the  nigh  I . 

The  boats  from  the  Aftjpncand  /  '■'    a*i  ps  to  patrol  across  t&eohan* 
nrl  in  advance  of  this  vessel,  not  more  Hum  two  or  three  ship's  Lengths 

above,  and  to  keep  w  it  hi  n  sight:  the  flood  tide  wa>  running,  ivutcr 
smooth,  atmosphere  hazy. 

AI'oiM  9 o'clock    1   saw  ami    heard   the  Hashes  and   reports  of   six  or 

eight  muskets  m  the  direction  of  Sumter,  and  apparently  they  came 
from  there.  No  signal  was  made.  My  impression  was  thai  the  Sup- 
ply's boat,  which  waaotrl  reconnoftering,  bad  been  seen  from  the  tort 

and  tired  at.     On   her  return   1000   after,  Lieutenant    Wilfse   reported 
what  came  under  ma  observation,  which  is  embodied  in  ■  communi«a 
tion  ln'tvu itli  enclosed. 

Yen   respectfully.  y»ui -  ohedii-nt  >«'ivaut, 

Joan  L  Dwis. 

maud*  r. 
Captain  S,  (     Rowar,  '  vrj, 

Commanding  Frigati    Yew  Ironsides. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wiltie,  U    8.  Navy,  of  the  U    8.  8.  Montana-. 

I'.   9,    IkoNCI,AI>    MoSTWK. 

Of  Mon-ix  Island,   Fthruanj  >7,  1S''4. 

Silt:  I   respectfully  submit  the   following  report  in   regard   to  the 
capture  of  Acting  Buster's  Mate  William  IT.  hatching  and  boats  i  i 
of .')  men  belonging  to  the  .V /_,■ 

Last  evening  I  received  permission  from  you  to  take  a  boat  Iwdong- 
i ti «jf  to  tl  ply  ;uul  reconnoiter  in  the  direction  of  Sumter  and 

Moultrie. 

I  left  the  ship  and  pulled  directly  for  Sumter.  Shortly  after,  when 
within  about  800  yards  of  the.  fort.  I  discovered  a  lame  boat  of  about 
fourteen  oars  tilled  with  men  and  lying  doBS  to  the  wall  nearest 
Moultrie. 

After  perceiving  her.  I  pulled  in  the  direction  of  Moultrie,  she  pull- 
ing in  tin-  Mine  direction.    Thinking  she  was  tn  bag  to  cut  me  off,  and 

having  only  one  officer  and   a   boatft  crew  of  8    Often,  I    pulled   in   the 
opposite  direction  toward  Morris  Inland,  and  then  lost  sight  of  her. 

About  half  an  hour  afterward-  1  -aw  a  large  boat  coming  toward 
me  from  the  direction  of  .Moultrie,  apparently  the  same  one  that  I  had 
Been  before.  I  heard  him  hail  a  boat,  which  1  could  not  see.  The 
answer  was  "  Pbt&psco,  this  is  the  Nipsuf*  boat.v  It  was  immediately 
followed  by  ■  volley  of  musketry  from  the  large  boat  and  an  order 
to  eoiue  alongside.  A  cry  arose  from  the  other  boat,  as  though  some 
person  was  injured,  and  the  reply  to  the  order  to  come  alongside  SUB, 
"  I  am  coming." 
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Tin-  ioal  being  so  much  larger  than  mim*.  and  in  Buoh  close 

proxunirj  !•■  Sumter,  i  deemed  ii  unadvisable  to  attack  her. 
I  Immediately  returned  tothesbii  sported  the  QircumstoDoea. 

Wry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ii.   ('.   Wll.: 

I.lrht,  ,,'l-tit.     C     fi      \>ir.y. 

Lieutenant  ( loxnmftnder  J,  L.  Davis, 

.  8.  Ironclad  Montavk. 


Report  of  Acting  Kaator'i  Mate  Kitebing,  U   8    Navy,  of  the  U.  B   B.  Hipeic. 

N  BWBUKYPOBT,     V 
Sir:  1  havo  cjiort  to  you  tin-  capture  of  the  !.'.  S.  S. 

first  cutter,  with  D  men  in  mj  i  barge,  while  on  picket  duty  in 
Charleston  Harbor,  on  the  night  ox  February  3d,  L864.  I  left  the 
.Xiji-ir  between  the  hours  of  5  and  8  p.  bl,  and  was  towed  up  to  the 
advanced  monitor  by  :i  tugboat,  and  :it  7  |>.  in.  shoved  of!  from  the 
monitor,  with  instructions  to  proceed  up  tin-  channel  in  the  direction 
Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  Che  night  was  thick  and  hazy  and 
the  tide  waa  on  the  flood,  running  strong.  I  pulled  leisurely  up  until 
I  hadgol  abreast  oi  Port  r,  when  I  changed  the  direction  of  the 

boa!  and  pulled  toward  the  fleet.  I  had  got  about  1 50  yards  from  Fort 
Sumterwnen  [caught  sight  of  ■■><  lark  object  directly  ahead,  and  almost 
immediately  after  was  bailed,  uBoat  ahoy!"  Under  the  supposition 
thai  the  hail  proceeded  from  one  of  our  picket  boats,  I  gave  them  in 
answer,  ""  V*»bwj,«  first  cutter,"  as  I  did  nol  wish  the  enemy  to  know 
the  countersign.  They  balled  me  again;  I  then  gave  the  countersign 
•• /'  Tlirv  bailed  the  third  time,  and  beginning  to  have  sua- 

picionsthat  all  waa  not  right,  1  gave  in  return,  "  c.i/--/,-;//."  My  object 
m  doing  this  was  that  the  rebels  should  not  know  the  true  countersign. 
I  bad  scarcely  returned  the  hail  when  I  received  a  volley  of  musket 
halls,  which  passed  over  our  beads,  doing  us  no  damage.  I  imn 
diately  ordered  my  men  to  take  to  their  oamand  pull  strong,  in  the 
bops  of  escaping,  for  1  eould  see  that  the  hoat  was  -u j >^t i. .i  i . • 

my  own.  I  soon  saw  it  was  osel  SB  so  ordered  my  men  to  nail  oars 
and  give  them  a  voile}  in  return.  I  kept  it  up,  but  as  qo  assistance 
arrived,  I  was  foned  to  aurrender,  which  I  did,  after  throwing  the 
i  rboard  None  of  my  men  was  wounded;  myself  bul  slightly, 
A-  near  aa  I  could  Hnd  out,  mere  were  Lfl  men  in  the  enemy's  boat. 
\W  were  taken  on  hoard  their  flagship,  the  Cho/rUston,  where  we  spent 
the  night;  tbeaexl  morning  were  seat  up  bothecih  and  placed  under 
confinement.  On  the  17th  of  May  1  was  s.-nt  to  Macon.  (}«.,  and  my 
men  to  Andersonrille.  That  is  tne  last  I  aa*  oi  them.  I  bave  Bines 
■  !  thai  are  dead.    The  following  8 

QeOTge   P.  JobnsOB.  Martin  L.  Atkinson.  Uriah   B.  Mar-hall.  Wil- 
liam O'Brien,  Lyman  ilolbrook,  all  landsmen. 
I  certify  this  to  be  i  true  statement  of  my  capture, 
Very  reaper  tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wn.i.i  LM    H.  Km  him;,  Jr.. 
1  ■■i'tiuj  Master's  .)/.//»,  f.  S.  Ma 
Hon.  Gideon  \\'m  i 

try  of  thi  Navy. 


in   ATLANTIC   BLOGEAUira   BQUADEON, 

fT«lacnua.| 


:>l-r. 


FoitT    Si  MTKK.    /•-' 

ir  picket  boat)  commanded  by  Boatswain  Smith,  eaptored  Tt 
picket  iioiti  cm  i  officer  and  6  men. 

S.  Elliott,  .ir. 
I  lolonel  Iv'iiktt. 


Report  of  Captain    Sountn,  ( .  8.  Navy:  "f  hit  aeswnption  ■■/  the 

■h,  South  Atlantic  Soucm 

Flaobbxp  Naw  laoNsrj 
<>f  M»rns  Island,  Feh 

Sib;  Ln  obedience  to  an  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  (a  copj  ol 
•.-.iii.li  i-  herewith  enclosed),  1  bare  assumed  I  immand  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  ad  interim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.    I  '.     W  -HAN. 

Comdff.  South  Atlantic  JSlochxdw  interim, 

Hon.  <ilI>KON    Wkli.i  >. 

8eon  •'"'■'/  of  tlu ■  .\urij,  Wathington,  />. 


• 


[Rnrlonuru] 


I"  l  kO-STBAMEB   1I\1(VF>T  MOON, 

Hettcm  Uoa4»y  February  W,  i 

Sot:  The  Navy  Department  ha.-*  requested  to  see  me  for  a  few  days, 
and  I  Bhall  leave  for  the  North   In  the  ffaa  n.     During  m\ 

ence,  or  until  farther  orders  from  the  Department,  you  will  take 
command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  and  hoist  the 
broad  pennant  Von  have  hud  bo  much  experience  in  the  duties  at 
<  ihariestOO  that  it  is  needless  for  me  tO go  into  detail  r< ■-}» ■< tiny;  them, 
My  own  views  and  practice  are  exhibited  in  various  pi  Inted  and  written 
orders,  and  yon  wuj  use  taem  or  modify  them  as  yoni  judgment  may 
indicate. 

Tin'  port-  \vh  other  vi'sH.da  are  stationed  are  shown  in  the 

several  printed  lists  issued  semimonthly.     The  last.  February  I     i 
enclosed  herewith. 

In  order  to  assist  you  I  leave  the  acting  Oeet  captain  (Lieutenant- 
Commander  R.  L.  Pnythian)  and  other  members  of  my  staff. 

The  general  duties  arc: 

I.  Strict  blockaded  the  rebel  ports,  sol  even  permitting  foreign 
•As  of  war  to  oommunicato. 

II.  Cooperation  with  the  army. 

III.  Active  operations  againM  the  enemy  when  the  opportunity 
offers  to  do  so  with  success  and  advai 

I  sm,ver3  respectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  a.  Dahlobsn, 

i  JRear  A> In''. tol,  i 

t  ommodore  8.  0.  Rowan, 

Covini<i)nliii'i  !'.  s.  s.    \.  ./■  Tranridee. 
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of  Oommandt  .v.  A, '<•.-..  brma&ioni 

nit. 

V .  8.  [bohclad  Patapb*  o, 
Wfoecno  Scnmdy  February  $7^ 

Sik:  Since  my  last,  four  deserters  from  Turner's  Bocks  have  arrived 
on  board  this  vessel,  l  bare  sent  them  bo  the  I  nont.  They  belong 
to  the  Sixty-third  Georgia  Regiment  [enclose  a  partial  history  ox 
these  men. 

From  them  I  learn  that  there  are  between  6,000  and  7,000  troops  in 
Savannah,  who  an  subsisting  upon  one-quarter  ration.-,  and  have  had 
no  fresh  meat  for  four  months.  They  are  erecting  bo  new  batteries 
on  Wilmington  River,  excepting  ;i  breastwork  a1  Turner's  Bocks  for 
sharpshooters,  and  two  pieces  of  field  artillery.  Since  our  reconnois- 
lance  the  river  between  tlii.-  ted  place  and  the  Sisters  baa  been 

filled  with  torpedoes,  and   Ea  heavily  obstructed  midway   between 
Turner's  Bocks  and  Thunderbolt. 

In  the  recent  engagement  w  ifh  our  forces  on  Whitemarah  island,  one 
company  belonging  to  the  Fifty-seventh  Georgia  Begiment,  who  ■•• 
at  Vickahurg,  refused  to  fight  because  thej  bad  not  been  exchanged. 
The  rebel  force  engaged  upon  this  occasion  amounted  I  ten,  with 

two  pieces  of  light  artillery. 

The  nun  Savannah,  with  the  floating  battery  and  two  other  small 
steamers,  are  anchored  half  a  mile  below  Fort  Jackson,  in  the  Sv 
nab  Biver 

Five  hundred  wounded  rebel  soldiers  arrived  recently  in  Savannah 
From  Florida.  No  vessels  are  now  allowed  to  leave  Savannah,  and 
nom-  bave  arrived  there  for  several  months  past. 

The  battery  si  Thunderbolt  isistfi  of  I  8-inch  rolumbiad,  i  Im- 
pounders, and  8  32-poundera  A  rifle  gun  which  they  also  had  burst 
about  three  month.--  since. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  II.  Stevbss, 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dabxgbjbk, 

Oon  Atlantic  HUockoaUng  Sguadt\ 


It  >.f  tl<   Si, nt J,  AHantu    Blockading  Sc 

March  /.  asv;;. 


v.-.;. 


Station 


Maugham M 

l*aulJom->.  iwii  . 


Bom 


l'anan<! 
ll'Xi-nliiilic 

San  ford 

.T 

Blunt 

New  Ironsides 
Weiliswkrn  .., 
Montauk 

Nabam 


Bull's  Bay. 
Charleston 

do 

do 

do.... 

do 

;!::: 

to, 


i  inbdSa  tht  i«i. 
Do. 

IN). 

I 

Do. 

In- 


.do.  Inside  tin-  bar. 

.do Do. 

•do Do. 

.do l»o. 
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Vessel. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Catskill 

do 

do 

Iris 

do 

do 

do 

Daffodil 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

North  Edisto 

Wildcat 

do 

do 

do 

...do... 

Allen 

do 

Ward 

do 

Midnight 

do 

Hampton  River, Georgia ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Repairing 

do 

Do. 

do... 

do 

do 

Do. 

Unadilla 

do 

Do. 

do 

WfUlBiTi* 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Laid  up  to  go  North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



North  on  special  service. 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  ad  interim. 
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Report  nf  Cnuu.  ,,  r.  8.  V<uy%  regarding  t/U  chase  ■■ 

bhxhi'i  "jt'L'-r.  Shoal, 

I  i  v-siiii-  Nkw   Iuon>ii)i:-. 
Isi a,,*/.  South  '  U  lsr>'h 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  (<•  inform  t In-  Department  that  the  I  .  S.  S. 
Mary  8amfora\  stationed  off  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  chased  off  a  blockndt' 
runner  on  tin-  right  of  the  84th  ultimo,  *  •  •  ■  t  did  aol  succeed  in  catching 
her. 

1  :mi.  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedienl  servant 

S.  C.   ROWAN, 

Ctnndij.  ■"/  Sgyadron, pro 

Hon.  GtOBOfW  Wki  i 

Secretary  ofthi    \"-i/.  Washington. 


Instructions  jbrtht  aomm  *f  the  picket  tug  DqffbdU. 

The  Daffodil  will  picket  outside  the  bar,  between  Drunken  Dirk 
and  Breach  Inlet,  and  in  si  line  S.  S.  K.  of  Drunken  Dirk,  which  will 
be  :i  mile  and  a  half  from  Breach  Inlet  battery. 

The  object  in  picketing  in  thie  place  is  manifold: 

1st.  To  prevent  blockade  runners  getting  in  or  out  of  the  harbor. 

3d,  To  give  warning  by  signals  thai  a  blockade  runner  is  going  in 
or  out 

8d.  To  keep  ■  good  lookout  for  torpedo  •'  I  kvida,*'  ate.,  and  i I 
n  r I h  in  down  at  nil  hazards. 

1th.  To  in'  vigilant  and  guard  against  small  steamerfl  ot  armed  boats 
coming  out  oi  Inlet  and  oapturing  the  I 

:.tii.  To  guard  apainst  surprise,  you  must  never  anchor  when  yon 
can  avoid  it. 

6th.  If  attacked  l»v  h  strainer,  make  :i  running  lijrlif  until  yon  reach 
support 

7th.  Mr.  Haffards,  the  chief  pilot  of  the  squadron,  will  be  reapon- 
sible  for  the  safety  of  your  vassal  from  grounding,  but  sis  captain  of 
the  vessel  yon  must  necessarily  Bhare  fully  in  this  responsibility. 

8th.  When  you  consider  ii  mo  tough  to  go  outside  the  bar,  yon  will 
report  the  fact  I"  thi-  lleet  captain. 

9th.  If  it  becomes  tOO  rough  while  you  aire  outside,  you  can  run 
down  and  anchor  oft  Long  Island  or  come  inside,  as  your  judgment 
may  decide. 

loth.  You  must  get  on  your  cruising  ground  after  dark  and  leave 
it  before  daylight 

S.  C    Kowav. 

i   mmanSing  South  AMcwUo  Blocka 

; 

tie 


Report  qf  Captain  Oreen,  U.  $.    Vavy,gi  ofttu  bt<,<k- 

adimj  j '"/■<■■  "//'  Charleston^  8,  ('. 

['.   S.   B.  r,\.N.\.NDAIGDA, 

Sir;  I  respectfully  ei  lererwith  a  oopj  of  the  existing  instrac 

signals  of  the  outside  blockading  force  <>ff  mis  port,  and 
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submit  tin-  following  statement  of  the  itationsof  each  of  tbi 
employed  during  the  night: 

Schooner  O.  W.  ahmt.  stationed  at  anchor  u  a  picket  2J  miles 
ooi  i  beasl  of  eastei  d  SatUesnake  Bung  . 

Steamer  Niptic^  stationed  l  mile  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of 
the  /.''''■'.  uinliTHiiv.  to  steam  w  idiin  b  limit  of  9  miles  in  the  direction 
of  the  trending  of  toe  coast  ahrcast  of  tho  lit  nut. 

uner  Mary  v > >,/>.■<>!.  stationed  off  the  eastern  entzfjwe  of  Rattle 
snake  Channel,  underway. 

MrMini'i-  ./•'/,»,/.  underway,  statkmed  to  steam  within  .1  limit  of  2 
or  3  miles  southwest  from  eastern  Rattlesnake  Buoy. 

Steanu  1  underway,  to  steam  within  m  limit  of  £  or  8  miles 

southwest  of  me  southwesterly  terminnsof  the  Flag** cnnsingground. 

Steamer  Ganandaigmii  underway,  \<-  steam  within  :i  limit  of  '■£  or 
8  miles  southwest   from  the  southwesterly  terminus  of  the  Aoaai 
cmiaing  ground. 

mi  1   Waba*hi  to  cruise  :it  option  outside  of  the  blockading  res 
si  Is  or  anchor  I  or  •'>  miles  from  the  light  vessel,  between  the  poinn 
south  by  west  and  southi 

I  WOUld  state    that   I  have  not    given  any  additional  Written  instiiic 

tions  for  the  government  of  the  blockading  vessels  since  they  com- 
meneed  to  blockade  underway,  being  desirous  of  obtaining  a  little 
experience  before  doing  so. 

A  light  Teasel  off  eastern  Rattlesnake  Buoy  and  the  employment  ^'i 
vessels  sumerous  enough  to  station  them  within  l*mil<  h  other, 

and  t«-  cruise  at  righl  angles  with  the  trending  of  the  coast,  now 
appears  to  me  desirable  t<>  render  the  blockade  tine  most  effect 

During  the  day  m.<  la  anehoi  inshore  in  %  position  opposite  to 

their  oruising  groundsi 

Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  F.  Gkkfv 

<  '<!.  ■  id  St  "'"■;•    I hi'-  •/.'. 

1   immodors  s.  ( '.  Kow  an. 

tft  At  I  >(»!>■  Blot  ■'!'  Morris  IkUmd. 


■  •/  I>r!ti.\l,  sr/i, Mm.  r  Sn/i/ii/i,  Mdrok  ■!.  !*(>■',.  and  hi  r  swftssni 

Beport  of  Acting  Master  Stan,  U.  8.  NaYj,  commanding  U.  8.  schooner  Dan  Smith. 

I'.  S.  S.  ii.m.m.u  Dan   Smith, 
Aftii/iiii/m  s.mn'i.  < ;,.</■<; "i.  March  5,  186 

Sir:   I    ha\r  the  honor   to   report    that   on    the   morning  of    the  8d 
in>tant    (it    Mowing  fresh   from   N.    K.).  at    ■  >: 80  a.    m.,    mscOTOrad   a 

iwhooner  ashore oo  the  N.  IS.  part  of  Egg  Island,  [AHamaha  Sound]. 
I  Immediately  sent  the  first  cutter,  with  an  armed  cren  of  L0  men.  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  and  Executive  Officer  Paul  Armandt.  to  take 
charge  of  beraod  to  send  the  officers  and  cren  on  board  this  vessel. 
\i  7  a.  m.  the  first  cutter  returned  and  reported  that  the  vessel  was 
the  British  schooner  Sophiat  of  Nassau.  [New  Providence],  with  an 
assorted  cargo,  and  that  she  was  high  and  dry  on  the  marsh  and  aban 
doned,  although  spparently  in  good  condition.  The  name  of  the 
vessel  bad  been  newly  painted,  the  .stern  painted  white  and  the  sides 
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and  rail  with  a  light  h*ad  color.  Rut  they  SEW  the  tun  k  where  the\ 
had  hauled  a  boat  through  the  marsh,  there  being  no  lioat  found 
alioard.  Thinking  the  crew  mijjht  he  secreted  on  Rgg  Island,  1  imme- 
diately -cut  the  lir-t  cutter  with  an  armed  new  to  nx-onnoitei  .  At  '.' 
a.  in.  they  returned  and  reported  they  saw  no  further  signs  ot*  officers 
or  crew.  There  were  no  papers,  log  }>ook,  charts,  nautical  instru- 
ments to  la-  found  on  board.  Two  compasses,  one  in  the  binnacle  and 
one  in  tin-  cabin,  and  one  English  ensign  wen  nil  that  was  remaining 
on  hoard.  a>  they  had  taken  all  tln-ir  effects  with  them.  At  10  a.  in. 
I  went  on  hoard  myself  to  ascertain  if  she  could  he  <_'ot  off.  and  found 

that  ahe  might  be  floated  off  al  high  tide.    I  immediately  returned 

and  sent  Acting  Master's  Mate  James   <  >1  kmncll  with  u  boatfoerew, 

with  hawser*  and  tackles,  and  to  run  out  anchors;  but  at  -i  p.  in.  tin 
wind  bad  increased  ton  sale,  and  the  schooner's  anchors  beiny;  li>rht 

tli   v  would  not  hold.      At  15  p.  in.  the  }w»at  returned.      I  then  Bent  two 

anchors  and  had  them  placed  ahead  and  backed  the  anchors,  and  at  8:80 

a.  m.  on  the  4th  instant  succeeded  in  getting  her  oil  ufe  and  brought 
her  into  tin-  sound  and  anchored  her  near  my  veflfi&L 

1  have  ordered  Acting  EtoBtign  Paul  Armandt  to  take  charge  of  the 
vexel,  with  a  prize  crew  of  4  men.  and  to  proceed  to  C«Bfleatofl 
Roads,  and  on  his  arrival  to  report  to  Bear-Admiral  DahlgFBn  for 
further  orders.    The  r.  s.  gunboat  Huron  and  n.  8.  hark    I/.'./..,.',//,/, 

at  Hohoy  Sound,  art  entitled  to  share  in  said  ve.-sel  (they  being  within 

signal  distance). 

Hoping  this  may  meet  your   approval,  sir.  1    remain,  very  res] 
fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Bbsj.  ('.  Pf.an. 

A'tiiKi  Md  .uniilnui. 

1 1 ".i.  i .  i  .i  on  Wkm 

Srrfliinj  of  '/"    Ace/,. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Armandt.  IT.  8.  Havjr,  of  the  lost  of  the  prixe  at  toa  and  reicue 
of  the  prime  crew  by  the  Italian  bark  Aurora. 

lUl.TlUnKi;.   Mo ,f  W,  (834. 
Sir:    Id  compliance  Willi   Orders,  which  I    hen-will    enclose,   I    -ailed 

with  the  British  schooner  Sophia  from  Charleston,  s.  ('..  on  the  -jt;ih 
day  of  March.  A.  I).  1864.    Nothing  of  importance occurred  until  the 

31st  instant,  when,  at  6  p.  m.,  it  commenced  to  hlow  heavily  from  tin' 

S.  K..  with  v»r\  dark  and  rainy  weather,  being  then  about  60  milea  i" 
the  southward  ami  westward  of  Gape  llatteia-.  and  running  under 
I  foresail,  7  miles  an  hour.  April  1.4  a.m..  made  around 
Gape  Hatteras  and  hanled  Up  for  Cape  Henry,  iteeiing  K.  N.  W.,  and 
at  11:30  a.  in.  the  wind  died  out  to  a  calm,  with  two  very  lean  \  eroSfl 

running  from  the  S.  E.  and  N.  W.,  with  a  heavy  mist. 
Judging  by  the  appearance  of  the  weather  and  atn  a,  the 

vessel  wai  in   the  foi        ■  •:    the  BtOim    ami   ahout  70  milea  I  oti  Wth« 

ward  and  eastward  of  Cape  Henry. 

At   12:30  1).  m.  the  wind   hauled   around  to  the   northwest,  blowing 
with  great  violence;  hove  the  vessel  to.  under  double-reefed  foresail 

(it  being  tie  I  sail):  at  8  p.  in.  the  gale  u  I,  blowing  in 

very  heavy  squall-*:  at   9:80  p.  in.  the   fon  sail  gave  Way  at  tin    all>i- 

leach  rope  and  I  Immedlf  the  double  reercd  mainsail,  which 

had  all  rrad\ . 
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When  (In-  mainsail  was  sat,  thai  thine  left  but  tin-  leech  rope 

of  the    folrsail.  which    wr   secured,  t li«-    jib  being  Weil    BfiCUTCd  on    tin- 

bowsprit  die  vessel  braving  very  well  and  aoi  pitching  deal 

more  under  the  doable  reefed  mmm-ad  than  she  did  uui  foresail, 

end  oo1  taking  in  much  water. 

AprUS.    The  gale  moderated;  unbent  the  remainder  of  the  frrrnaail, 
took  down  die  boom  and  ga£  ui  i  d  the  jib  ae  mtu  i«  as  | 

still  a  \i  ry  heavy  ng. 

.I/-  I'li--  wind  and  sea  being  moderate,  stood  to  the  westward 

under  jib  and  maineail;  wind  from  N.  K.;  at  8  p.  m.  same  day  bad  bo 
re  to  again,  the  wind  baring  increased  t<>  a  gale. 

April  ('.    The  gala  incroooeo,  the  sea  running  very  high;  at  ■>  \<.  m. 
was  boarded  by  a  heavy  sea  on  oar  weather  how.  whieb  atone,  our 
hout  all  to  pieces  (it  having  been  aseured  fore  urn  I  aft  betwi  i  d  tht  I 
and  main  mast.-.  with  the  bon  Oil  the  main  hatch)  and  tilled  thfl  «-:d>iii. 

I  immediately  tried  the  |Mnu[»s  ;itnl  Found  the  vessel  did  aol  make  much 
moii'  water  than  usual,  but  thai  night  I  waa  very  much  afraid  for  the 
Uttie  vessel's  safety  on  account  of  the  very  heavy  breaking  sea  and  the 
galea!  times  blowing  terribly,  hut  having  put  on  a  double  proven 
mainaheel  and  reef  phut,  we  could  do  do  mow  bnt  trual  to  Gtod  and 

good  luck. 

April  7.  In  the  afternoon  (the  wind  having  moderated  and  the  sen 
going  down)  Unbent  the  ji'»,  which  was  washed  nearly  to  pieces  Oft  the 

bowsprit,  it  having  been  continually  undec  wat 

April  8  and  9. — Wind  moderate  I'mm  V  I  \.\  could  not  sail  on 
account  of  having  nothing  hut  the  mainsail   tit   to  use.  t|.  part 

of  the  jib  being  all  in  rags;  had  to  reduce  it  to  mead  the  upper  part 
with;  having  Dooanvaaon  board.  I  took  the  remainder  of  the  foreaail, 

the  men's  hammoeka  and  elothes  hags,  and  made  a  kind  of  trysail. 

April  18, — T  a.  m.,  it  having  blown  fresh  from  the  s.  W.  all  night 

and  changed  to  calm,  vessel  rolling  and  pitching  verj  heavily,  the  jih 
or  forestay  fastening  gave  way.  also  the    bobstaj    and    the   starboard 

boa  sprit  guy.  Bel  to  work  immediately,  put  up  a  preventer  mainstay ; 
had  to  sii  the  foreatay  np  through  the  port  hawse  pipe  to  secure  hoth 
maam. 

AprilSt. — Having  our  jib  repaired,  for  which  1  rigged  a  temporary 
mainstay,  being  the  only  way  to  make  it  get  mid  to  be  of  any  service, 
I  eel  tin'  trysail  i  on  tiie  foreetaj ;  both  sails  being  i  all,  I 

could  only  earn  a  doable-reefed  main-ail  to  make  the  venae!  steer. 
(  m  the  wind  she  would  do  nothing  whatever  bui  go  broadside,  making 
fouroi  five  points  leeway.  1  ran  witharoodbreese  from  the  N.  N  B., 
steering  W.  N.  \\'..  which  waa  the  winn  abeam,  ak  miles  an  boar,  80 
miles,  when  1  found  lo  observation  thai  the  vessel  had  made  20  miles 
to  the  southward,  or  going  W,  s.  W,  instead  of  Wi  N.  W. 

ril  22.  —Found  provisions  getting  short,  and  our  ohanoea  ol 

ting  westward  very  small  on  account  of  Our  sails  ami  the  wind  contin- 
uing from  the  westward,  I  put  the  crew  and  myself  on  half  allowance, 
hoping  to  fall  in  with  some  ream  1  that  might  assist  us. 

April  ■>■ — At  11:45  a  m.  diacovered  bj  the  working  of  the  tiller. 
that  something  ah«  .ut  the  rudder  was  giving  out.  and    it    being  calm.  ' 
lightened  the  vessel  bi  the  st.-rnund  round  the  top  pintle  of  the  roddfi 
going.     I  then  took  the  amall  anchor  chain,  let  the  hight  go  around  thi 
rudderhcod  just  obove  the  body  of  the  rudder,  let  hoth  ends  go  under 
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<<f  the  vessel,  and  then   hauled  taut  BS  possible  amidshi, 

Ider  as  close  is  possible  to  the  starnpost,  bo  that  the  1< 

pini  d  DOl  have  all  the  strain. 

Oil  getting  very  abort;  took  our  lasl  pork  to  make  it  into 
oil;  8  a.  in.,  an*  a  bark  and  i  oiag  west;  was  within  9  mile 

windward:  Bet  the  colore,  union  down,  but  aeitBer  vessel  took  notice 

of  Us. 

April  '<■  Our  bread  and  water  getting  verj  short,  being  in  lati- 
tude N.  as  well  m  I  could  judge,  about  200  miles  from  land 
(having  no  nhrou  and  no  chart),  farther  north  than  Gape  Hat 

teras.  und    a  vi  it  poor    prospect    to    gel    west,  tin*  Wind    still    keeping 

from  the  westward;  ire  then  baring  Bui  1 7^  maeuitsand  about  7 gal- 
lons af  water,  I  reduced  our  rations  to  three  biscuits  and  i  pint  of 
wan  lay. 

May  5.     At  daylight  discovered  i  vessel  astern,  heading  west  (the 
same  as  we  were),  and  when  she  got  within  a  mile  of  us  1  sel  the  colors 
in  distress  again,  also  a  large  bed  sheet  to  attract  attention,  but  the 
vessel*  which  proved  to  He  a  hark,  banted  close  on  the  wind  and 
soon  out  of  sight    She  must  have  seen  us,  for  I  could  distinguish  the 

men  on  her  deck.  Two  weeks,  to  this  day.  I  had  kept  the  vessel  as 
neai  a-  possible  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  Henry  and  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward, hoping  that  tin-  v.  ind  would  a >me  from  the  eastward,  but  finding 
that  it  still  continued  from  the  S.  S.  \Y..  I  kept  away  N.  W.  in  latitude 
861  N..  in  hopes  of  making  land  between  Cape  Maj  and  New  York. 
where  l  might  fall  in  with  a  steamer. 
May  6.    Bv  the  temp  and  color  ol  the  I  judged  that 

we  were  in  the  middle  of  the  Gulf  St  ream,  latitude  V     The 

lower  pintle  of  the  rudder  began  to  work  loose  and  our  jib  was  going 
all  to  nieces  (it  being  nothing  but  rotten  and  wornout  irithout 

anything  on  board  to  repair  it  wit  h. 

May  i.     Hud  a  good  breese  all  night,  the  veseel  going  about  8  miles 

an  hour.  I  nOW  found  that  I  had  made  7l'  mill's  due  north  and  bad 
steered  N.  \Y.  with  the  wind  S.  W..  and  still  in  the  (Julf  Stream. 
My  only  hope  was  that  a  friend]  \  vessel  |  would]  come  to  our  aid.  we 
having  but  one  day's  bread  left  (only  is  biscuits). 

May 8,    At  daylight  discovered  ■  vessel  to  tin-  leeward,  heading 

west.      I    pot  about    tO    lay    in    her  track.      At    7  a.  ui.  she  was   within 

hail  and  supposed  ias  to  fa  •  fork  pilot  boat.    She  proved  to  be 

the   Italian   hark   A»mr».  from   Messina,  bound  to   New    York.       Mi. 

captain  not  understanding  Kn^lish,  1  had  a  ^ I  deal  of  trouble  t«> 

make  him  comprehend;  but,  seeing  our  crippled  condition,  he  sent  a 
boat  on  board  pot  me.  The  wind  being  light  and  the  cnooth,  he 
t<H.k  us  in  tow.  Alter  bearing  my  statement  (which  one  of  the  crew 
interpreted),  and  seeing  the  condition  of  the  schooner,  be  offered  to 
take  the  crew  and  as  much  of  the  cargo  as  he  could  stow  away,  which 
oibr  I  thought  it  my  duty  t<»  accept.  We  were  then  in  latitude  8fi  30 
N.  and  longitude  6H    W.    At  noon,  being  calm,  we  hauled  al  the 

bark  and  shifted  the  cargo  from  the  schooner  on  board  the  bark,  as 
follows:  One  hundred  ana  four  half  barrels  soda,  B  barrels  epsom  Baits. 
l  pipe  spirits.  |  spirits,  l  sack  coffee,  and  I  large  bale 

blankets.     At  '.<  p,  m.  1  abandoned  the  schooner,  h  as  much 

of  the  cargo  k  as  we  could.     There  being  a  good 

I         i ner  rolled  very  heai  w    bark,  and  the 
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captain   baring  had  <  long  |>assage  with  fruit  on  board,  did  not  like 
to  lose  more  tame  than  possible 

I  «an  not  i  much  in  praiBS  of  Captain  Dominico  (  birico.     Up 

treated  the  orem  and  myself  m  the  best  manner  he  possibly  oonJdj  in 

fart,  himself  and  his  crew  did  all  tliev  OOnld  for  'i-. 

Toe  only  thing  left  on  board  tbseoLoonerwaa  salt  and  a  tea  barrels 
of  son*. 

The  barb  i~  now  in  New  York,  having  arrived  on  the  Lfith  instant 
with  the  aforementioned  articles  i  n  board*  and  also  the  crew,  and  I 
respectfully  await  your  honor's  plet  Detractions. 

'I  he  ai»o\  q  i-  reapectfullj  submitto  I 

the  honor  to  be  your  very  respectful  and  obedient 

servant. 

Paul  Akmanht. 
9,  ffc 

Boo    G   DBOM    Wr.i.i 

ftkt  Nik 


Letter  from  Die  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  suggesting  a  reward  for 
the  master  and  crew  of  the  bark  Aurora. 

Navy  DvPAEFMBHT,  May  .'"<.  t8$4- 
Sat'.    I  have  tin-   honor  to  bring   to  your   notice  with    the   new  of 

suitable  acknowledgment  of  the  Bervioe  being  made,  an  instance  of 
prompt  aid  and  assistance  by  s  foreign  tni  tenant  vessel  to  one  of  our 

prizes. 

On  the  96th  of  last  March  the  prize  sohoi  pAto,  in  charge  of 

Acting  Ensign  Paul  Annandt.  U.  S.  Nas  \ .  hit  (  harleston  fora  no " 
em  port.     Not  long  after  her  departure  she  encountered  very  hen 
weauer,  which  lasted  froni  day   t<>  day  until   tie    vessel   was  almost 
mled.     In  t  lie  course  of  drifting  she  sighted  one  or  two 
els.  but,  I  far  distant,  they  failed  to  come  to  her  relief, 

probably  not  understanding  her  signals  of  distress.    <  >n  th  of 

Stay,  in  iatitudi  t  N.  and  longitude  89     vV.,  the  Sophia  die- 

covered  h  vessel  heading-  west,  which  proved  to  be  the  Italian  hark 
Aurora,  Captain  DormnTcoOhirico,^rom  Messina  bound  t"  New  STork. 
On  learning  of  the  crippled  and  perilous  condition  of  the  Sophia, 
Captain  Cbirioo prepared  to  give  every  assistance  in  his  power;  the 

prize  was  hauled  alongside  the  Anmni  and  the  ollio r-  and  i  ivw  ;iml 
nearly  all  the  cargo  trans ferretl  to  her  and  carried  in  safety  to  New 
York.  On  arriving  at  Now  York.  Captain  I'hirico  placed  the  cargo 
in  the  possession  of  the  prize  officer. 

relief  afforded  bj  the  Aurora  was  most  opportune.    The 

tbi  prise  had  bean  reduced  to  one  day's  ration,  l8biscaita.     Acting 

Bnaign  Aimandt  says  he  can  not  apeak  too  much  in  praise  of  the  cap* 

tain  and  crew  of  the  a,  from  whom  he  received  every  possible 

lion  and  aid. 

1  think  some  slight  present  should  be  made  t<<  I  apt  lin  Chrriooand 

tin'  crew  of  th<-  Aurora^  in  appreciation  of  their  kindly  offices,  and,  if 

you  will  permit  me  to,  1  would  suggest  the  presentation  in  toe  name 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  a  gold  watch,  valued  at  $ldo, 

s  w  u—  -vol  !•'» — 99 
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to  the  captain,  ami    :i  iiiontli*-  rving   on    ImkihI  tiie 

.1  urora. 

Wiv   vv>]N-,:tflill  (JlliKuN    Wl.1.1.: 

''!/■ 

Hon.  W.  U.  Sevvari.. 

ry  of  state. 


Report   of   Acting    Volunteer    /.•■  i  .W/v/. 

■nihm  the  rum  ofthetohoonerAfieUa,  M- 

i'.  S.  >.  South  Cabolbta, 
Beads,  M»>.  h 

mk:  I  very  respectfully  report  that  tin-  i  Marthie or  .V<r*- 

from  Nassau,  |  N i ■  %\  Providence],  with  part  cargo  of  alcohol,  whisky. 
Mini  coffee,  no  on  shore  on  south  end  ox  T\  rbee  Island  on  the  night  of 
.Maid.  ?,.  1864. 

She  went  on  Bbore  near  :i  picket  station  ol  I  h  ■■  Third  Regimenl  I 

Island  Heavy  Artillery.  :m<  1  at  daylight  w;i-  taken  possession  of  by 
Captain  D.  I».  Chnrohul,  commanding  United  Steles  Forces  on  Tybee 
[aland,  who  took  tlie  crew  prisoners  and  reported  to  Major  James  K. 
Bailey,  commanding  United  States  forces  at  Fort  Pulaski. 

A>  mod  as  1  received  information  of  the  occurrence,  1  proceeded 

some  8  miles  down  the  beach  to  when-  the  -chooncr  lay  high  on  the 

1 1.  and  nearly  dry  at   high  water.    The   rodder   was  gone  and 

tin-  vessel  badly  strained.     I  met  Major  Bailey,  Captain  <  Ihnrchill,  and 

other  officers  of  the  Army  on board  die  schooner.     1  bud  claim  t><  r  i m ■ 


v.--se|  in  behalf  of   the  Navy.      Major    Bailey  replied  that  he  had  tele 

graphed  (<>  Hilton  Head,  and  until  lie  heard  to  the  contrary  fromthi 
E<    should  heap  pogsesBion.     I  then  advised  that  the   vessel  be 


charged,  and  offered  to  sasisl  him  with  a  large  Force  of  my  men  that 

were  then  coming  down    tin'    Wench,  which   oiler   w  ;i>  declined    h\ 

major,  he  saying  that  he  had  men  enough.  The  major  .-aid  thai  (he 
•I  should  he  discharged  this  night  at  lo\>  water,  and  the  cargo 
transported  to  tin-  Biartelfo  tower,  then  I  i  awt  I  orders, 

Under  the  cinsumsti  lefl  die  vessel,  and  returning  up  the 

beach,  met  my  men.  ordered  them  to  return  on  board  this  vessel. 

After  mj  arrival  on  board,  b  legraphed  to  < !  immander  W.  Reynolds, 
tmanding  U.  8.  naval  depot  at  Port  Royal,  For  instructions,  which 
dispatch  I  sen!  to  Fort  Pulaski  by  an  officer,  with  a  request  to  the 
commanding  officer  to  forward  it. 

At  9:80  p.  m.  officer  returned  From  the  fort,  ami  stated  that  the 
dispatch  would  In-  sent  as  aoon  as  the  battery  would  work,  as  it  was 
then  out  of  order, 

My  pilot  sa\  a  that  we  can  not.  get  near  enough  to  the  vessel  to  be  of 

service,  as  we  draw  too  much  water.     If  is  very  shoal  ■  long  waj 

out.  as  1  saw  for  myself   while  down  there* 

Th.-  charts,  with  clothing  of  prisoner.-,  wen  taken  to  Fort  Pulaski 
by  Major  Bailej . 

No  ship's  papen  of  any  kinti  were  found  on  hoard,  they  having 
been  burned  b  ew« 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Ym.  W.  Ki •■■■. 
.If , 

Kear -Admiial  JOBJi    A.   I  >.\lli.iii:i;\. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading 
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[Enclosure  ] 

March  5,  L864, 

Captain  John  Wicks,  of  Bchoonei  attempt*  d  to  ran  blockade 

at  Savannah  w  it h  alcohol,  whisky,  pepper,  and  coffee;  was  captured 
by  our  picket  ail  Ldttle  Tyoee  on  8d  insunl  and  sent  to  this  posl  5th 
.\Iau-h.  Steamer  Haroini  was  to  leave  Nassau  for  Savannah  soon  after 
1  left  on  LOth  February,  ffaroitu  will  carry  850  bales  cotton:  painted 
lead  color,  long,  low,  one  pipe,  one  -pur  forward,  ride  wheel,  raking 
stern;  loaded  with  usual carg<  L2  knots. 

They  are  tall  up  a  line  to  go  to  Savannah.    Two 

schooneis.  one    the    N"v>7.  another   tin-  Fh,.    left    for.    Savannah    via 

«  n  ot  Wassew. 

Three- fourth^  . .  1'  steamer  blockade  runners  get  through,  and 
one-fourth  of  Bailing  vessels. 


Additional  i  .   '  .    8. 

U.  S.  S.  Soi  mi   (  'm.-.m  r.  x. 

//„,„/,.  Ma  '■<>;>,. 

Sir:  I  \crv  respectfuli]  report  that  1  have  just  returned  from  Fort 
Pulaski,  whnher  1  had  been  to  investigate  the  case  of  the  schooner 


thai  ran  ashore  oa  Ty  bee  Island  on  the  night  of  March  9.     Fheschooo 
it's  name  was  the  Aridtto.  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  of  about  5" 


Captain  John  Wicks;   had  forcrew  I. 
Captain  stated  that  it  was  his  intention    to  n 


all  told 

run  to  Savannah,  owl   lie 
missed  his  reckoning. 

captain  and  crew  will  be  sent  to  Hilton  Head  by  Major  .lames 
E.  Bailee,  i  tdmg  LTnited  States  forces,  by  the   steamer  thai 

leaves  this  day  from  the  fori.  The  cargo  was  all  discharged  last  night 
by  the  army  forces.  Considerable  of  we  coffee  is  damaged,  It  will 
ill  be  transported  to  the  Martello  tower  OS  Tybee  [aland  foi  safe- 
keeping. 

I  think  ii  will  be  impossible  to  •  >ff. 

Vei  ectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

W.  W •  Kkvnison, 
ant,  <  '<"/</,> 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  DahlgRBN, 

Corn'hj.   South  Al  ■",  "f  Morris  Is/ 


I;. j  Bail*  v,  t  ■  8.  Army,  warding  th  n 

th.  sr'h,-.  .  March  ■>'.  186£% 

ElBADQUABTBBfl    I '.  S.    1 

/•;■  March  5,  t» 

Sii::  I  tonorto  report  that  a  blockade  runner  ran  ashore 

during  the  night  of  the  3d  instant  on  the  east  aide  of  Tybee  I  land. 
Was  discovered  by  the  pickets  yesterday  morning  at  0,  She  proved 
t<>  be  a  schooner  of  about  88  tons.  Her  cargo  consists  of  alcohol  und 
coffee.  I  shall  takeout  her  cargo  to-night,  as  she  can  not  be  got  off. 
1  have  placed  a  guard  on  board  and  await  further  orders.    The 
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consists  ..t'  Captain  John   Wicks,  Bi  ■<>  G   W,  Hawee,  Mate 

Henry  Gaserdy,  and  two  seamen,  John  Thomas  and  William  Sands. 
Xwy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

.1  as.  E.  Bah 

.)/'{■  i  bmdff. 

(olonol  .1.  li.  IlowKi.i.. 

[Endonetn- 
Hkaih.'I  a  if  I  Kl>    III!  POM    BJBAD    Dl8T] 

ffttfen  //--/./,  £  ' ..  '/ 

nils    forwarded  tor  th<-  information  of  the  major-general 
commasdj 

I  respectfully  further  state  that  the  prisoners  are  bere  and  in  the 
custody  of  the  provost-marshara  guard* 

.Josill  A    B.    HOWKI.1  . 

ObioneL,  Commamdang  /a-Vv/./. 


Tbrptdo  attack  vpan  1/,,   ('.  8,  8.  Memphis,  March  <>.  i86+. 

Report  or  Captain  Rowan,  U.  8.  Na»jr.  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of 

-the  XT.  8.  8.  Memphis . 

L?LAeBHIF  Nkw  Ihonsidt ••-. 
qtf    .  ',J,n>J.  South  Ca  March  t 

&m  I  eneloae  herewith  a  copy  of  tin-  report  of  Acting  Master  K.  O. 
Patterson,  commanding  tr.  s.  s.  M<  ig  the  particulars  of 

an  attempt  made  bj  me  enenrj  bo  bloti  up  thai  vessel  byatorpi 
u  David.      The  presumption  is  that  on  the  second  attack  made  by  *  t » *  - 
i  i.ivid*' tin-  propeller  gusl  then  put  in  motion)  struck  the  torpedo 
bearer  end  broke  it  off,  and  possibly  disabled  the  "David." 

I  hare  directed  outriggers,  e  uard  againsl  a  repetition  of  the 

attack. 

The  commander  of  the  .1  ;  m-l-    having  seen  a  torjx'do  Iwiat 

on  the  night  of  the  llth  instant,  while  cruising  off  Rattlesnake  Shoal, 
but  lo-t  sTghl  of  it  Immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  t«i  *>•-.  \,r\  i  ••■sprrt  fully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

S.  ('.  Rowan, 
Captain,  Comdg.  80  Blochdg.  So\ 

I  km.  (riUEON   WXLLES] 

Secretary  of  tk     V  .  I*.  C. 


Raportof  Acting  Muter  Patterson.  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Memphis. 

I'.   S.   S.    M  KM  I'll  I>. 

South  t  .  March  '-'.  1^',. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  i"  report  that  an  attoi  ade  by 

the  rebelfl  to  bio*  ap  this  ship,  but  am  bapp]  t<>  state  did  not 

&     At  1  torpedo  boal  was  discovered  about  30  yni 

tant,  approaching  us  rapidly  on  tin-  port  quarter,  from  up  rfVer.     We 
immediately  beat  to  quarters  and  slipped  the  chain;  in  an  the 

torpedo  was  undei  our  port  quarter,  and  we  could  not  bring  ;i  {run  to 
hoar  <>n  her.    The  watch  being- armed  at  the  time,  we  were  enable 
concentrate  ■  rapid  fire  with  muskets,  revolvers,  and  pistols  down  u]  m 


in    vn. anti«-   BLOOK  m 

hear,  and  into  .what  looked  like  iy,  Dearly  is  the  center;  th< 

rapid  firing  seemed  t<>  *t"ji  be?  prog]  >pping  about  i_  I 

•n.  in  sin  instant  ahe  muted  ahead  again  and  at  th 
rang  to  go  ahead,  and  our  propeller,  I  think,  must  bavecaugbl 
broken  some  <>f  ber  gear,  as  sue  appeared  to  be  disabled  anadrifted 
up  river.     In  b  fen  momentB  they  wowed  a  light,  at  which  we  Bred  a 
La-pounder  rifle  shot;  she  then  disappeared  and  an  armed  *»'>:it  was 
[sunediatel]  dispatched  to  search  for  and  capture  her  if  possible,  but 

Lrned  without  success.    This  torpedo  boat  was  about  95  feel  I" 
painted  lead  color,  and  in  appearance  was  like  a  ship's  boat  in  the 
water,  bottom  up. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  ().  Patterson. 
.{•■!<;<<,'   \!-i<f. , .  < ;,. 
( Sommodore  S.  ('.  Rowan, 

Commanding  South  Atianii*   Stockading  8w 


Instructions  from  Captain  Rowan.  TJ.  8.   Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Patteraon.  D.  8.  Nary, 
regarding  precaution!  against  a  repetition  of  the  attack. 

Ki  A06HEP    Xkw    [rONSIDBS, 

OfMbrru  Island,  South  Carolina,  March  /•?,  186b. 

Sir:  Your  report  of  the  iith  instant,  detoilii  B  of  the  tor- 

pedo,  is  received.     I  regret  yon  did  not  succeed  in  destroj 

You  should  have  your  boat    i  at  rowing  guard, 

Yon  will,  if  practicable,  obtain  from  the  loih  suitable  spars  tot 
outriggers,  and  take  your  studding  nil  booms  and  other  spare  span 
for  that  purpose.  Having  prepared  your  outriggers  with  a  ■'■  or  7  inch 
hawser,  and  nets  to  h  me  s  fret  below  the  surface  of  the  water, 

you  will  be  protected  from  torpedo  boats,  but  yon  must  use  great  vig1- 
dance,  row  guard,  and  keep  your  people  at  or  near  their  guns,  giving 

them  rest  during  the  day. 

I'ntil  you  have  your  outriggers  prepared  yon  will  remain  outside  the 

during  the  night,  resuming  your  station  inside  during  the  day. 
When  the  tide  u  too  strong  roryour  boats,  call  mem  on  board  save 
one.  whirh  yon  v.  ill  rear  astern  by  a  lin<  ing  ii«i  manned  and 

Well  armed. 

pectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  ( '.  i;«.\\an. 
i  'api  niio  Bloe&dg,  Sguadnm. 

Acting  Mast i  i-  EL  (  ».  Pattki: 

$.  Hfemj 


Report  of  Captain  Lee,  C.  B.  Army,  explaining  the  cause  of  failure  of  the  attack. 

Chahlestok,  Varah  u. 
General:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  t<-  the  acoom- 
nyingcop]  ofcomimmicationai  the  <>i  urinals  of  which  I  have  retaj 
have  also  sent  b  copy  to  {fog-Officer  Tinker. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  sum  obedient 

servant, 

Francis  D.  Li 

Brigadier  Genera]  Thomas  Jospav, 

ChitfofStwf, 


BOOH!    ATI.ANTir    DLOCKAOIICG    ^ii'ADKi'N. 

[Knclwiiire.] 

<  'li  . 

(ir.NK.UAi.:  li  thai  on  -.    night,  March  6.  l 

Engineer  Tomb,  G.  s.  Navy,  in  oharge  of  the  uni  torpedo  ateamei 

••  1  »;i  v  id,"  -tru.-k  :m  armed  vessel  ..f  the  cm-my  in  the  North  Edisto, 

foiled  to  destroy  her  in  consequence  of  tin-  torpedo  not  exploding.    As 
this  occurrence  may  disturb  tin  the  tor 

Sedoes  prepared  by  me,  I  deem  it  due  to  myself  to  bat  about  ten 

aya  since  1  saw  Kngineei  Tomt]  and  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Theodore 
Stouey  distinctly  told  bim  thai  the  torpedo  then  on  the  *'  David n  could 
not  be  relied  upon,  it  having  been  exposed  for  the  lasl  sis  months  i<> 
ever?  ricissrlbude  of  weather  and  climate.  I  Further  told  him  thai  I 
would  furnish  bo  the  vessel  :i  new  torpedo,  thoroughly  tested,  and  that 
could  beTslied  upon.  Notwithstanding  this  advice,  Mr.  Tomb  wool 
to  the  expedition  above  reported  without  the  slightest  knowledge 
in\  part  and  carrying  the  old  torpedo.  Dnder  these  circumsl 
is  scarcely  n  i<i  a.-k  why  the  expedition  proved  fruitless.    The 

i  common  precaution  indispensable  to  the  proper  nee  of  all  nre> 
arms—  i.  e>,  not  to  relyon  a  charge  of  longstanding    1ms  been  neglected. 
With  the  facts  a«   above  stated,  it  ma]    readily    be   determined 
iher  the  disaster  maj  be  moat  fairlj  attribui  i :  to  a  failure  of  the 
torpedo  prepared  by  me  or  t"  a  willful  disobedience  to  common-sense 
instruction-  on  the  part  of  Engineer  Tomb. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfully,  3  ledieal 

servant, 

Francis   D.  Li 

( TUefof  ESngmeen, 

Brij^JKlier  Genera]  Thomas  Jobdak, 
Chi  rf. 


Extract  from  notebook  of  First  A*«i»Unt  Enginoor  Tomb,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Tin   "David"  was  repaired,  ••«  new  spar  attachment  was  placed  on 

her  B0  M  to  permit  o!  the  lowering  of  tin-   toi  i  any  depth  from 

the  interior  of  the  boat.     W <•  also  placed  one-quarter  steal  over  he* 

alK>ve  the  Water    line  aild   attached   a  Oap  oxer   the  Stack    to  keep    the 

water  out,  after  an  explosion.  When  the  "David"  reported  to  the 
flag-officer  for  duty  his  orders  were  to  watch  for  the  enemy  in  tawo 
they  math- an  attempt  to  run  into  the  liarhor.  and  OSS  the  "David"  to 

the  best  advantage)  keeping  out  of  tin-  line  ox  fire  us  much  as  I  could. 

and  watch  for  a  chum-    I-  Linn-do. 

On  the  6th  b,  1864,  tin-  "David"  made  an  attack  upon  the. 

M,i>..  ■■'■■.,,  North  Edi  to  Captain  Theodore  Stone]  bad  a  section  of 
artillery  to  go  down  to  the  island  bvlaad  to  assist  us.  The  night  of 
the  4th  we  g  enough  to  the  MempAdt  to  Bee  her  I i^cl**  ^ .  but  out 

pumps  failed  to  work  and  Wfl  returned  up  the  river.  The  next  night 
abottl    tin-  same  hour  ami  snot    the  pumps  again    failed    to  work.      We 

mad.-  fast  to  the  marsh,  and  after  making  repairs,  again  \  1  in 

the  direction  of  the  Memphis.      About    [S:o0  a.  m.  [March  «»J.  as  we 

ne  within  hailing  distance,  they  hailed  as,  bul  we  paid  no  attention 

to  Lfaoir  hail,  and  the  nrxt  moment  they  opened  on  us  with  email  arms, 

the   shot   Striking  the  Steel  COVei    did    no   harm.      The  next   in-  in- nt 
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the  '"  David"  Btmck   heron   the  port  Quarter  about   8   feet    lndow  the 
surface.      The  I>1< •  w  was  a  efood  one,  but  the  torpedo  l'a-1-- d  tOl -\\>\> 
We  (lien  iua<le  a  turn    to  port  and  eame    back  at   lier.  stiikin»r  heron 

the  starboard  quarter.     At  this  time  the  Memphis  was  going  through 

the   water  at    good   Bpeed  and   the    blow    was  a    glancing  one.    passing 

under  her  counter,  taking  a  portion  of  our  stack  away,  bui  the  for] 
foiled  Benin  to  explode.     BeaUzfng  we  ooold  do  nothing  mora,  we 
beaded  the  ••David*'  op  the  river.    The  M-  i   was 

using  her  heavy  guns  upon  us,  bul  they  did  not  come  near  the1*  Dai  id," 

paflBulg  WeDoverheod.  Whin  a.-  reached  Church  Flats  and  made  an 
examination  <»f  the  torpedo  we  found  the  first  blow  was  a  tfood  one,  a-. 

the  tube  or  cap  on  that  aide  wu  manned  perfectly  Bat,  Mid  the  gloss 
tube  containing  the  acid  was  broken,  bul  being  r  defective  tub 
foiled  to  explode.    The  aeoond  blow  was  not  a  good  one,  as  the  tube 

WBfl  slightly  bent  and  the  ghss  tube  not  broken.  The  expedition  was 
a  failure,  caused  by  a  defective  tube.  The  torpedo  held  95  pounds  of 
rifle  powder.  James  II.  Tomb  in  command,  and  Pilots. T.  W.  Cannon 
and  A.  Coste,  and  James  Lawless,  fireman. 

We  ran  out  of  Charleston  one  night   in  April,  L864,  intending  to 
strike  a  ship  we  took  to  he  the  Wabash,9    We  headed  tor  her  n 
times,  but  the  heavy  swell  roDingover  and  Into  tin  "David"  com* 

pelled  US  to  return  to  the  harbor. 

.Ia.mf.s  II.  Tom u. 
First  Assistant  Engineer^  0,  8,  fifa 


Report  "f  ( '<>/„ ,t,.ii,il>i  }{■  tiunhh.  l\  s.  ,\,  arding  ii>>  command 

qfttu    ('.  S.   S.   [hind 

Naval  Depot,  Pobs  Rotsl,  S.  C,  )Careh  1.  1864. 
Sik:  Having  taken  Acting  Master's  Mate  Rossell  from  the  Dande- 
lion to  command  the  Gambia,  it  was  necessary  to  send  someone  to 
command  the  Dandetion,  and  I  have  accordingly  directed  Acting 
Knsi|_'n  Blanchard,  who  has  reported  from  hospital  at  Beaufort  as  tit 
for  flinty,  to  take  charge  of  her  as  the  officer  most  available  for  that 
purpose. 

Respectfully, 

William  Kf.ynolds, 

mandt  r. 
Commodore  Rowan, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron*  /•»•"  tern. 


Report  vf  '  lieynolde,  U.  s'.  guesting  the  wrw 

mnboai  for  th\  try  depot  and  workshops  •• 

yal,  8.  0, 

N  n  ai.  Dbpot,  Port  Royal.  S.  C,  March  .v,  /,v;/,. 
Sm.  Colonel  [Joshua  H.  |  Howell,  in  command  ot  this  district*  ha> 

been  OD  board  to  say  that  !"•  has  some  anxiety  about  his  position  I 
with  the  small  force  at  present  remaining,  lest  a  raid  should   be  made 

*8ce  report  of  CapUiu  De  I  Mop   I     -   Navy,  ilatwl  April  19,  1864. 


I 
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upon  his  depot  :it  Milton  Hrtul.  of  i iij4 hi  his  workshops  at  St.  Helena, 
[6/0.]. 

Fheftppi  ram  SutbudbI]  are  well  guai  le  <,  but  there  b  noth« 

rag  but  we  in  St  Helena  Bay  [Bound]  (a  Bailing  vessel 

anohored  near  ite  entrance)  to  look  after  tin-  water  approaches  from 
Charleston. 

A  -trim  gunboat  stationed  in  that  buy.  bo  watch  the  n i •■  i . i 
( Sooaaw  ana  I  fombahee  rivers,  and  to  aaoend  mem  occasionally,  would 
afford  fin'  necessary  protection. 

At  present  a  boat  expedition  might  descend  either  of  the* 
and  land  npon  St.  Helena  Island  without  interruption. 

[  informed  Colonel  Bowel]  that   I  would  make  tins  representation 

!>t(. 

He  will  endeavor  to  place  a  gunboat   there,    but  it  is  not  certain 
whether  he  can  procure  one. 

When  the  repairs  to  tin-  Bait  are  oomplel  m  d  be  a  perfect 

w-~.A  tor  that  Bervice,  i.ut  if,  in  the  meanwhile,  another  gnnboaj 
could  lie  sent  there,  it  would,  I  thiuk.  add  greatly  i"  tlie  security  of 
this  place. 

Bespectfully, 

William  Kevnolds. 

mander. 
Commodore  Rowan. 

Cbmdg,  South  Atlantic  £h>  m% 


Report  of  C<ipt<n,>  Rowan*  ('.   S,    A""'.  (ling  th>:~arrvwl  off 

i  'harUxton  of  tin-  ('.  s.  s.  8weet  Bri«r. 

FLAOSinr  New  Ironsides, 
Off  21 

Sir:   I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Hepai  tiuent  that  the  screw  tog 
.  Acting   Ensign   Dexter,  commanding,  arrived  at   ; 
anehoragc  on  March  I.  and  lias  hern  detailed  for  duty  on  this  stati 
I  nave  the  bonoi  bo  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

S.  I         •'   ■  .  in, 

('optu'ni.  Command*  ptaaron, 

Hon.  QmBOCN   WlLl  is 

Searetary  of  the  X'/>->i.  W<txf>h)(jtnny  D.  C 


Bop  I  Dahlgron.  ('.  S.  Nauy%  regarding  Mo  depart- 

urr  fr<>th  Wathingb 

V.  8.  li.\«;snii'  Harvest  Moon. 
otf  Fortran  Monroe%  March  JO.  II 

tate  to  the    Department  that.  I    left  Wash! 

n iih  ili«  leave  of  his  Excellency  the  rraaiflent  (not  bai  inur  time  «<>  call 
Department)  in  order  to  learn  the  fate  <«f  tnj  son,  intend- 
ing to  apprise  the  Department  immediately  after  arriving  I 


S-.I'TII    ATLANTIC     KI.Oi'KADING    Sy|iADKo\. 
If  the  1  >t|):irt!in  nt  d<>es  not  object.   I    pXOpOBS  to    n-inuin    here   until 

Sunday  ox  Monday,  when  the  flag  of  truce  sent  by  General  Butler  Sa 
expected  to  return,  and  I  nope  with  the  remains  of  my  .son. 

I  have  thf  honor  to  be,  vol  \  respectfully,  your  obedieal  servant, 

JjfO.  A.  DaHLOUEN, 

Bear-Admiral. 

1 1' Ml.  <i.    WY.l.I.ES, 

<,,■■/■■  tary  of  the  Yawp, 


\rj»>rt*  of  Acting  }f<t.<t>r  Burgess,  ['.  %    Von  landing  U,  -V 

he  capture  qj  the  BriHeh  schooner 
Hannah,ofJ\  nee. 

U.   S.   SoilOOSKK    BJUDHMABD, 

Off  Mosquito  Inht,  Florida,  March  il  I 
Sut:   I  have  th.-  honor  i"  mike  the  teJ lowing-  report: 
On  thf   Hth  instant,  while  lying  at   Mosquito  Inlet,  where  I  bad 
anchored,  having  bean  carried  to  the  aorthward  bv  the  lute  K>ntfaerly 
winds,  at  10  a.  in.  discovered  a  small  vessel  in  the  offing-  hearing  E*  Si  K. 

and  steering  by  the  wind  to  the  southward  and  westward,  I  immediately 
got  underway  and  gave  chase.    At  18:80  p.  m.  1  hoar  led  the  stranger. 
i  proved  to  be  tin-  British  sloop  Hawnah,  of  Nassau.  New  Pxovi 
dance,  from  Green  Turtle  fay,  bound  to  Key  West    The  Hannah 
cleared  fi  h  of  February  (overlive  weeks  ago),  with 

1  bale  cotton  cloth,  which  the  captain  reports  he  hove  overboard,  and 
as  she  had  no  colors  and  the  captain  con  Id  not  account  for  being  so 
far  out  of  the  regular  course  fox  Key  West*  t<>  my  satisfaction*  1  teased 
her  as  a  prize  of  war  and  lend  her  to  Key  West  for  i  ion. 

There  was  DO  oilier  vessel  in  m<_-Ii!  nt  the  time  of  th"  capture. 

lam.  very  respectfully,  youx  obedient  servant, 

Fkavis  Burgess, 
Acting  Moot  ■■■  I  tmwumdin& 

Hon.  GtDBON    Win.r.Ks. 

85  '''■■'      V  ,'-.,..  Washington,  I >.  I  . 


'Report  of  Acting  M  mdinq  U.  8.  schooner  Beau- 

BrUuh  Bchoon  r  Linda,  of 

ffOSBOU,  ROW  /'."■'     ' 

U.  8.  Schooner  Bbaubbqabd* 

Of  Mosquito  Inlets  Florida^  Mar.),  //,  t,%% 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report; 

On  the  nth  instant,  while  lying  at  Mosquito  Inlet,  having  bean  car- 
lo the  DOrthwaxd   by  the  late  southerly  winds,  at  5:80  a.  m.  die 
OOVeted  a  Schooner  trying  to  get.  in  at  the  inlet.      I  immediately  sent  | 
boat   in  charge  of    V  cling  Ensign   II.  B.  Colby  to  capture  her.     There 

was  also  a  boai  seal  from  the  V.  S.  sohoonex  Norfolk  ftutket  at  the  same 

time,  fof  tile  Bams  purpose,  but.  as    they  were  unacquainted  with    tli 

*Thr  i".  B,  echoong  Beavregord  belonged  t\  this  time  to  the  I  i ■  •  1 1  oif  Blockading 
Baoadron,  bol  the  rapture  was  mads  within  intfa  Atlantic  Bi 

Squadron.— Comfhsbs. 


8o2 


sorTTI    ATLANTA    UT.oCKADINO    SQUADRON. 


channel,  Mr.  t  iolby  took  the  tend,  but  by  the  tine  t h<«  boats  arrived  at 
ill"  inlet  i In-  schooner  hail  already  turned  the  point  and  was  Railing 
ii I >  tli>'  river  with  a  fair  wind  and  tide;  therefore  Mr,  Colby,  being 
in  thr  head  boat,  ran  his  boat  on  boom  and  with  hi-  mm  well  armed 
jumped  on  shore  ami  ran  up  the  hanks  of  tin*  river  and  headed  the 
schooner  off.  and  after  firing  severe]  musket  shots,  some  of  which 
went  through  her  sails,  she  lowered  her  sails  and  was  boarded  by  the 
boat  from  the  Norfolk  Packet.  She  proved  to  be  the  British  Bchooner 
of  Nassau,  Now  Providence,  from  Nissan,  bound  to  Men 
Smyrna,  Fhv,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  nit,  Honors,  coffee,  etc  I 
thei  iaed  her  as  a  prize  of  war  and  Bead  her  to  Key  West  for 

adjudication.    Tin   schooner    Vorfoik   Packet  was  the  only  vessel  in 
sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture, 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Flv AM   IS     Bl 

mmandAng. 
Hon.  GlDROS   R  I 

Serr< torij  of  ti„  Navy)  Washington )  D.  O. 


'Report  of    I  n    Wi»»l.    F.   S.   aovy*  '"'■'  s 

of  the 

U.  S.  Sciioom.i  ik  Tack 

Of  MmqvUo  Ini.-t,  1  March  //.  1864. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  circumstance*  connected 
with  the  British  schooner  Linda,  >if  Nassau,  New  Providence,  which 
was  captured  by  me  and  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beat  in  Mosquito 

Inlet,  Florida,  March  LI,  L8ftL     It  daylight  this  morning  a  email 
vessel  w  i  i  fron    the  masthead  in  the  mouth  of  the  inlet. 

I  immediately  sent  a  boat   in  <harge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  George 
I>«lapin  pursuit  t»f  her.     The  Beaum/anf  also  sent  a  boat   in  charge 


of  Acting  EDnsign  Colby,  who,  being  better  acquainted  with  the  ■•!; 
nel,  and   lH-in; 


the  senior  officer,  took  tin'  lead.     Mr.  Colby,  finding 


emg  v 
the  \    BSe3  had  rounded  tin'  point,  ran  his  boat  on  shore  to  head  hero 

by  firing  at  her.  Our  boat  kept  up  the  chase  and  had  the  satisfaction 
of  boarding  her  after  one  hour's  chase.  She  proved  to  be  the  above- 
named  schooner,  commanded  bj  Captain  Gardner.  She  was  laden 
with  •!  bags  coffee.  BO  bara   -alt.  (0  cases  liquor.  1  box  dry  goods.  1 

Ik»\  cutlery,  and  1  barrel   rum.     Captain   Burgess,  being  the  senior 
officer,  took  charge   of   tin-    prize   and   sent    her    to   Key  West   for 
adjudication. 
Captain  Gardner  formerly  commanded  the  British  schooner  M 

tried  r<>  deoov  me  from  my  station  mi  the  night  of  the 
14th  January,   1664,  by  she  viva]   lights.     Finding  that   he 

COUld  not  accomplish    hi*   desire,  he  gave  up  the   idea  of  getting   into 

Mosquito  inlet  for  Indian  River,  but  was  captured  the 

next  morning  i»_\  the  I'.  8.  schooner  /■  ,••/. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sign  myself,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  \\'m.  Wood, 

wling, 

Hon  Gtdboh  Well 

Sec-/  tht  Navy. 
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Ordet  ofth  v  /"  (omni'xhn  £0100*1,  /'.  $.  ,\ 

tn  assume  tempoi   •        mmana of  tl»   South  Atlantic  !'• 
Squadron. 

Na\  v    Dki'ak-i  mknt,  March  1£,  1864- 
■  the  temporary  absence  of  Rear  Aihnirul  J .  A.  Dahlgren 
you  are  authorized  t«»  l»<»i^t  the  broad  pendant  as  commander  oi  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  ad  interim. 
Very  respectfully, 

(ilDKON    Wki.I  J 

Secretary  <>f  th-  Navy, 
Commodore  S.  ('.  Row  w. 

Coin-/-/.  8outh  Atlantic  Jilochdg. 

Cff  (%<r!tston.   S.     C 


Report  of  Oammodm  ,  U.  N'.  Naoy^tromsmitting  report  regard* 

Litton  to  BtdPt  Bay,  South  Varoh 

Flagship  New-  Ironsides, 
OffMorru  ldana\  South  QtsroUna,  Jf"ich  18, 1864- 
mk:  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  Major-General Gillmore (copy 

of  which    18  enclosed),    1    sent    :t   naval    tone,    under  t  1m*  command  of 
lain  Jog,    F.   Green,   to  cooperate   with    the  arnrj    at    Hull's   Bay. 
The  object  of   the  expedition  wa>  a  diversion. 

1  enclose  a  copy  <»t  Captain  Qreen'e  report. 

1  have  the  honor  to  1".  vi-r\  cespeetfuQv,  n:nn  obedient  servant. 

S   C.  Rowan,  * 
Captain,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Elodkdg.  *'j>«>dronpro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon   \Yki.i.k>. 

Secretary  »f  tf>f  Xh7»j,  Washington*  J)*  •'. 

[EnclomraL] 

Headquarters  Department  of  tiie  South, 

Hilton  Bead,  &  C  March  7, 1861,. 

Dkau  Sir:   I   have  directed  General  Terry,   commanding  on    Follj 

and  Morris  islands,  to  make  a  demonstration   or  display   of  force   to 
engage    tlie  attention  of    the  enemy    t'oi'  a  day  or  two,  and   have  to 
request  that,  if  not  Lnconsistenl  (rite  tin'  interests  of  the  service  eon 
tided  to  you,  you  will  render  him  BUob  naval  assistance  as  he  may 

Very  res jK'ct fully,  sour  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Giu.mork, 
Mayor*  General,  Commanding. 
Commodore  Rowan, 

Oon  ■  /  f.  s.  Naval  Forces  hef ore  Charleston. 


U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Qf  Bui  Lnjhtll  /.J  1,1864. 

Sru:    I  have  tin    honor  b>  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  instruc- 
tion-, all  the  reaaalfl  of  the  outride  blockade  otT  Charleston,  excepting 
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.  rendesw  n  BnB'e  Bay  lighthouse  ;»t  6  ofaloak  «»i> 

the  morning  ,,t'  the  *- » 1 1 1  Instant 

Seven  army  transports  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  and 
immediately  proceeded  in  over  the  bar,  which  had  previously  boon 
buoyed,  preceded  by  three  gunboats. 

Bull's  island  was  found  apparently  uiiocciipinl. 

Colonel  Gurney,  commanding  the  army  part  of  the  expedition,  ina 
mediately  landed  ;i  portion  of  bis  force,  which  remained  on  Bhore  until 
yesterday  morning,  urban,  bavins  accomplished  bis  object,  b 
barked  his  troops  and  the  expedition  left  1Mb  morning  to  return. 

1 1.  ok  my  departure  for  Port  Royal,  ha-,  bog  ord  w  vnmanding 

officers  of  tin.-  respecth  e  re  isela  t"  resume  their  stations  off  Charleston, 
and  directing  Commaadfix  Williamson  to  report  their  arrival  to « 
taiu  De  Camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  F.  Gssmf, 
'  bp  id  Savior  Officer  m$erU, 

i  ommodore  s.  c  Rowan, 

\thAUoni%oB  Squ«<lro»,i>j)  'Inland. 


l.tttt  r  from   CoWmOili      /,'■■»;.',>.    ('.   >.     \. ■-.,■.  /,..    .)/,//. 

.  f .  S.  Army9  requesting  In  yarding  Uu  oftKt 

tad  in  /.i'/At-  //<■■ 

Flaoshtp  Nkw  Ibonbxdbs, 

Off  Morris  hlmol.    South    Coroliw,    MattK   I ', .   188$. 

Sin:  if  tin-  services  of  the  U,  S.  8.  [Commodore]  M  '<  can 

U-  spared  to  Light-House  Inlet,  I  can  use  her  efeewhere.     [do cot 

wish  to   take    her    from    her  Nation.  hoWBVOr,  if  she  is  u.-eful   tO  yOU. 
1  should  be  glad  to  have  v<»ur  views  on  the  subject. 

5.   C.    KOWAN. 

•lg.  South  Atlantic  B  >(/  Squa<<  fern. 

Major-General  (v».  A.  Gnxxoiue, 

■iitoj  I>  .  •'..  Hilton  I  laid. 


Order  or  li-v/tol-ls.  \ 

(■:..<  8.  .\"'y,  cot  ■■-'!  (/<•  U.  8.  8.  Mast 

qftht  prim  fioop  fkreie, 

Naval  Depot,  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  March  J4,  J8fy. 

Sin:  I  have  reported  the-  rapture  of  thosloop  /'■/•-  by  the  .!/./»</ 
on  her  down  trip,  ti>  the  commodore  commanding,  hut  there 
has  not  \.-t  been  time  to  receive  an  answer.  You  can,  however,  take 
bar  cargo  on  board  and  report  the  faet  to  the  commodore  at  Charleston, 
and  on  arrival  at  Philadelphia  report  foot  prise  to  the  oommaadanl  of 
the  uu  itrici  judge,  and  the  prise  commissioners. 

Respectfully, 

W  II.L1AM    REYNOLDS. 

• 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenani  Wu.  II.  West. 

■  tte. 


SOUTH    ati.  win  \DINO   8Q1 


865 


?'.  3.  8.  2la88M  darafo 

sloop  Penis. 

I.  S.  s.  M.\ss.\rin-.NF/iTs, 
Off  ■!•  J-'.  1864. 

ik:  I  hare  ih»'  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
ni,  whihri  oominjB  ontof  Waasav  Bound,  Georgia.  I  captured  the 
Confederate  sloop  ram*,  said  i<>  be  loaded  with  22  bales  of  cotl 
She  bad  no  clearance  pa-pen  on  board  of  any  kiml.    The  captain  . 
ho  was  from  Savannah,  bound  i<>  Nassau,  having  run  out  of  the  f"i- 
mei  o  nights  before.     I  pot  a  prize  master  on  board  a 

her  to  Port  Royal- 

On  my  return  from  the  south  I  had  not  time  to  receive  your  orders 
in  respect  to  disposition  oi  the  prize,  ami  she  being  unseaworl 
with  toe  permission  of  Commander  Reynolds.  I  discharged  the  cotton 
into  tin-  MOMaohudrttt  to  b*$  tune  I  otbt  to  the  prize  commissioners 
when  I  arrive  north.  The  crew  of  the  sloop,  five  in  comber,  1  1 
on  board.  I  n  i<  please  find  a  Hal  of  their  names.  The  U.  8. 
ateamerB  totopseo  and  Wtodh/iokon  were  within  aigna]  'listance  at  the 
time  of  capt  a 

F  am.  very  respectfullv, 

W,  II.  Wkst, 
Acting  I  r  Luutonantt  Comdg.  U.  8  8.   Hosaa 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Co/.  "i  South  Atlantic  B:  m. 


Distribution  »r"  vessds  of  the  South  Atlnnt.  .  ,,,, 

March  16.  i86±. 


v..-n. 


Button. 


I'.»m«rk*. 


Ethan  Mh'ii  ... 
Paul  Jon 

Manjrhnni ...... 

W«b*-li 

CatMtiiUlKUit  .. 

Bop 

Acacia 

Nlpdc 

Hlunt  . 

Bweel  i 

Suiifiir.1 

I' 
I..  hUli 

.   i. it 


<]<*ntnii.: 



Uunulftt. 

Ml   iKitKIUgh    .. 

S.nonm 

lUcer 

BoMoa 


Murn-;i 

Bay   . 
Chftrlailon 


da 
Ugbt-HouM  i 



Sarin  1 
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Distribution  vf  MMofi 


ITwnli 


Motion 


RMftMte 


Wild  Cot 

Chippewa I'on  Royal 


Ironridea 

Val|wrHJ*n 

iHtnil.  I 

Larkapur 

Carnation 

Rvocue 

-.ulli  Carullna 

Wan!  .In 

Pataparo  \Va<«««r  Bound 

WtMwhkkon do 

Water  Wltob 

uidlna. Bl.CnttMTiiMi  i- 

Lodoaa  .......  Sapeto. 

Hnnm I  

MMnis'ht 


do. 

.     la 
to 

do. 

l.u.. 


Paul  Jono*.  Jr. 


Itruillrnt. 

Para 

Perry 


Mahanka 

.  ii,  ■  m 

PlWUM 

«  "lumblnc 

N.. rfi.lk  Packet 
Pawaic 

-..■  hi  q( 

Cataklll 

inic 

iphia... 

Ha* 

Hul- 

Cnadllla 

Williams 





M<>l>awk 

Oleander 


laugh... 

Marhlvhead... 

Flambeau 

Potmnaka 

urn-.  •'.  Moon. 


.do. 


i  i  ■  -"nfla 



■ 
Femandlna  .  



NaaMUSmitul,  KlnrMa 
Si.  Jolm- 



do 

Mimqililu  llllli-l] 

I..rl  K.iy/ii 
• 





....do 

do 

do 

■ 

do 

do        


K<-i«ir1ii|; 
Do 

I  D 

bo 

n. 
Do. 

■ 
Laid  tip 

|M    il.v 

II      Mllllllll 

North  hn  r.'|<alp.. 

I 

0 
North  l.u  RjiecUl  avrvi 


I  have  tin-  honor  t<»  U-.  \..i>  rcsiMct  full\ ,  \  our  olaxlient  servant, 

s.  c.  Rowan, 
v  Atlantic  Bloekd 


Report  of  Commodore  Rotoon^  /'.  S.  Navy,  regarding  th*  • 

<r  •'/-,•  faa  •./'  //,.•  A.  m  //"  KM  ufc ';/"  the  f~.  8.  <s'- 

Boutatonde. 

Ki.Ac.smr  New  Laohsidi 

Of  M. uris  fxhtnil.   South   Oa  !/./r,/,    /.".    /■ 

Sib:  1  regret  t<>  inform  the  Department  th:it  two  boats  saved  from 
tlio  wreck  of  tin-  Souaatonie  were  lost  under  the  following  eircum- 
es; 

These  two  boats,  or  launches,  wen  en  ecorerv  in  the  barboi 

:i  short  distance  above  this  ship,  with  a  TOO-poond  uichor  and  two 

part-  of  a  launch's  chain,  with  »  BS  fathom-,  all  "f  uln.-h  was 

Bone  under  the  personal  super*  ision  •  •!  the  boatswain  of  th i-  ship, 
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During  tin-  daj  of  the  LOtfa  instant  the  wind  was  Crash  from  tin- 
northward  and  eastward.  1 hi  the  following  night  tin-  wind  chopped 
round  to  the  Bontii  rainy  weathe  welL 

As  -"«)n  iii|i>  II,  xt  morning  the  launches  were 

missed  and  signal  made  u>v  tugs  to  go  in  pursuit  of  thorn. 

On<-  tag  passed  up  by  t! j    u  chej   drifted  rapidly  toward 

Moultrie,  but  while  m  toe  act  <»f  rounding  to,  the  roll  of  the  vessel 
threw  down  his  strata  bars.  iIm-  steam  ran  down.  und  the  captain  losl 
his  presence  of  mind.  Had  he  grappled  the  boats  and  then  let  go  his 
anchor,  all  would  have  been  well,  Instead  of  which  he  made  the  best  of 

his  way  hack  with  what    Steam    he  had.      In   the  meantime  Lieutenant 

Commander  Belknap  dispatched  a  second  bug.  By  this  time  the  boat-, 
had  drifted  athwart  the  bows  of  the  /.■  '"  ■'■;!>,  and  before  the  tug  reached 
(here  the  boats  had  been  cast  adrift  from  the  L&fagK.  and  before  the 
tug*  could  reach  them  the  boats  were  boo  neai  Moultrie  i<>  be  saved. 
Dander  Bryson's  i  or  not   Bving  the  boats  an  stated  In 

his  nport.  a  copy  of  winch  i-  herewith  enclosed  (marked  A). 

It  is  i<>  he  regretted  that  be  did  not  destroy  them  if  be  could  not 
save  them,  instead  of  casting  them  adrift  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
cneim . 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie.  ver\  respectful]] .  your  obedlenl  servant; 

S.C.  Rowan. 
■.  Sguadrtm  pro  t«m. 

Hon.  (iiOK.oN  WXLLBS, 

fari/  of  the  Navy*  Washington*  1).  C 

(Knclunire  A.] 

U.  8.   hi'ivci  i .  r.  I  i  moil. 
OffMorrU  M/«./,  South  Carolina,  dtareh  /}.  t86f. 
Sut:  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  data  directing  me  to  report 
the  circumstances  of  the  loss  of  two  launches  so  far  as  their  drifting 
athwart  th<-  how-  of  the  Lehigh  i  ;    I  have  to  reph  i 

the  morning  of  (he  LOtfa  instant,  about  &$0  a.  m..  whilst  lying  off 
Wagner  bnoy.  and  during  a  gala  of  wind  from  the  northward  and  east- 
ward, with  a  heavy   BOS  running.   1    discovered    bWO    launches  drifting 

toward  as  on  the  flood  tide.    They  were  in ed  together  and  cam*' 

n  athwart  hawse.      At  this  time  I  was  endeavoring  to  get   the  ship 
underway,  and  found  from  some  cause  a  great  difficulty  in  heaving  in; 

Fearing  that,  the  overhang  might  'wn.  carrying  the  hoats  with 

it,  and  so  fouling  in\  chain.  I  directed  the  line  confining  the  two  hoats 

together  to  be  out,  which  was  done.    A  boat  being  on  either  how.  m\ 

fear  then  was  that  they  would  Deal  the  >par-  do...  n.  carrying  with  them 
the  swifter  secure'!  fa)  their  outer  end-,  and  BO  foul  the  propeller  On 
their  pas:  ige  aft.      I  then  directed  the  boatstO  be  ileal 

oi  the  ships.     By  the  time  I  bad  hoi  o  up  the  anchor  and  was  read)*  to 

move,  the  hoats  had  drifted  op  to  within  about  L.500  yards  of  the 

enemy's  batteries.    The  weather  being  very  had,  and  the  safety  of  the 

i  my  first  consideration,  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  attempt  to  pick 

Up  the  hoats.      At  the  lime  the  lioat  -  WOTS  within  the  range  mentioned. 
I  saw  a  Ulg  on  her  way  up  for  the  boats,  which  ttlg  I  ordered  had. 
I  felt  certain  that  she  would  he  destroyed  in  the  attempt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Buy s<>\.  Commom 
Commodore  S.  G  Rowan, 

.■■■/  South  A '■'■■■■■■  tic  Bt  ■«. 
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Report  of  '  '  '    Reynold*.  U.   -s-  Navy,  senior  nffii 

B<  ■rotectioi 

Naval  Depot.  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  March  J- 

Sir:  I  bai  •<!   your  letter  of  March  L4,  auti  to 

seod  the  ^z&  to  St  Helena  Bay  [Sound],  ae  si I    • 

iii  Instant*  ami  sht-  will  accordingly  be  sent  there  as  aoon  as  her 
repairs  an mpleted,  which,  however,  will  not  be  forthr< 

In  the  meaDwhile  toe  m  to  thin  bay  will  beunj 

The  Chippewa  Is  the  only  vessel  of  war  at  Port  Etoyal  able  to  mo 
for  the  protection  of  thu  bay,  and  aha  requires  repairs,  as  I  have 
re  advised. 

<  alonel  Howell,  commanding  the  district,  was  on  board  vesterdag 
to  borrow  a  84-pounder  bowitsser,  which  I  have  agreed  t<»  lend  him, 
there  being  fii  ••  on  hand. 

II..-  told  me  thai  had  Dome  down  i<>  Port  Etoyal  Ferrj 

other  night  end  fired  on  l(i*  pickets,  and  1  have  learned  to-day 
there  waa  an  alarm  at  Beaufort  East  night  and  tin-  troops  were  under 

arms.      I  ha\  nal  to  I  '■  now  in  port.  "Enemy 

is  threatening  Beaufort,  S.  I),    Bo  prepared  night  or  day  for  attach 

or  defens. •.'" 

Kcspcrt  fully, 

W'llI.lAM      Rj 

ider. 
Commodore  Rowas. 

.  Sguadron  pro  ■ 


Ord  •••'■•/.v.  /".  x.  dfam        i 

■fed  tf?  duty  i/n  tht    I'    8.    £   CfuU) 

Naval  Depot,  Pokt  Kovai..  S.  (..  .1/,,  186}. 

Sik:  Goon  board  tin-  Chatham  with  as  many  of  your  officers  i 
men  aw  you  may  require  to  get   up  ateam.  get  ner  underway,  and  if 
Mr.  Davia  baa  anything  to  be  towed  or  taken  1 1| >  to  the  PhUadelph 
take  it  up  am)  then  come  alongside. 

Show  these  orders  botheomcei   in  charge  of  the  Chatham.     Keep 
on  exact  account  of  the  quantity  of  a  a  bora. 

Respectfully, 

William   Rkyn.u.os, 
Oom 

Acting  Master  T,  K.  Baldwin, 

nding  O.  M.  /'>ftit. 


Order  of  Command*-/'  Beunoids,  I  .   S.    V-  ..        [ding  Ensign  Parker% 
U.  a, 

t}i.  .  Huji'.t!,.,. 

Naval  Dkioi,  Pout  BoTAJL,  9.  C,  Hioroh  { 
Sik:  When  the  prize  si.. op  Buffalo  ia  ready  toi  on  will  p 

i  aje  soon  as  the  weather  permits  t"  St  John'a  Rive  sporton 


■ 
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arrival  to  Comman i*  i  <<.  B.  Belch,  aenioT  officer present  :it  St.  John's 
River,  communicating  with  the  vessela  b1  the  entrance  of  the  river  as 

in. 

irilJ  deliver  op  ili.-  iloop  bo  Commander  Bahh.and  lie  will  pro- 
cure you  passage  for  yourself  and  men  booh  to  the  port.  where,  ujhmi 

arriving,  you  will  reporl  tome.     Von  will  bring  back  with  yon  the 
arms  and  the  outfit  you  had  from  1 1  * i .-—  ship,  nnlea  Uommandei  Batch 
desires  to  keep  them,  or  :i  portion  of  them. 
Respectfully, 

WlU.lAM    111 

(  '■,,,, 

Acting  Ensign  \(.  W.  Pabkbb. 


.  ding  '///•■  ■-.  '  . 

Fla©shtp  Nkw  [bohbedbb, 

Qff  .!/••.  .-/.  Mm  tf£ 

Sol:  I  ba  i  the  honor  to  reporl  that  B  men  (Irishmen  all)  reached 
Cumming'B  Point  in  a  boai  on  Thursday  night.  9th  instant 

Tliiv  any  Kiljuitrii  k  got  within  •>  miles  of  Richmond  and  that 
Admiral  Farraguthad  taiDBD  two  forts  near  Mobile  and  1,100  prisoni 

Qeneral  Beauregard  is  in  Florida  and  A.  1*.  Hill  is  in  command  at 
Charleston.  Ko  troops  have  returned  from  Florida.  Tin  v  also  state 
that  the  Bteamor  i/uno,  a  very  East  vessel,  formerly  a  mail  boai  between 
Loudon  and  Glasgow,  was  toe  laei  thai  succeeded  in  getting  in.  about 
four  months  ago.  Sue  escaped  on  the  oighl  of  the  Bth  instant  with 
cotton  for  tin-  <  kM  i  '  ament. 

They  report  Sumter  as  being  repaired  constantly,     h  i  trong 

and  has  tnree  heavy  gm  md  one    X  -Inch—*  which   are 

mounted  on  the  northeast  face. 

The  obstructions  in  the  lower  harbor  have  broken  adrift  in  many 
-.  inii  they  could  not  designate  them 

One  of  tlwsi'  men.  by  Dame  Cunningham,  ffaS  engaged  in  put!  i 
down  telegraphic  wires.  He  says  that  Between  Sumter  and  Sullivan's 
Island  three  boilers,  each  containing  9,000  pounds  of  powder,  are 
Mink.  They  are  connected  with  Sullivan's  [aland  by  wires.  ;m,]  ,nv 
nded  to  be  exploded  bj  ■  galvanic  battery.  <  me  of  mess  was  sunk 
about  B  month  sin,  i>. 

<  Ins  gun  from  the  EJuihuk  i.s  mounted  in  Battery  Bee,  the  other  on 
the   battery  at  White   Point.     Th  four  X-ineh  and  one    VIII- 

ioch  gun  in  addition  in  the  battery  and  Bis  other  guns,  including' 
lilakejvgun,  in  other  points,  ]  b    i  ity. 

lha  mortobe,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.    ('.    B<  iWAN. 

Con  ■*<>  AikmUc  Eloekdg*  Squadron  pro  A 

Hon.  GlDBOM    WbLLBS, 


N   W   K — VOL 
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Sepon  "f  Oman  U,    s'.  Navy.  oaUing  attention  to  th\ 

nctmcy  in  th\ 

Fl. At. Mill-  Ni;w    LROK8IDI8, 

Off  M  -/,  Monti  is,  tb\ 

Bib;  I  have  to  call  the  attention  of  tin1  Department  to  the  serious 
embarrassment  threatening  this  squadron  in  consequence  of  the  expira- 
tion of  thii  (inn.-  of  .-(  i\  ice  of  :i  very  large  number  of  the  mo>t  valu- 
able and  essential  pettj  officers  and  Beam* 

These  men  an-  constantly  sending  Die  respectful  petitions  to  be  per 
adtted  to  return  homo  f<  h  irge,  and  1  bope  tin-  Departmenl  will 

be  able  to  make  arrangements  t<i  hat  e  oni  seamen  tranafei  red  from  tin- 
Army  before  the  men  whose  term  of  service  ha-  expired  become 
Impatienl  and  Insnbordinate. 

The  seaman  considers  that  tin-  law  (by  which  ho  is  now  retained) 
was  made  for  special  obi  go  stations,  and  not  applicable  to 

our  own  waters. 

The  thinking;  men  among  thein  are  now  -riving  their  thirty  daya. 
after  which  I  rear  the}  will  eonsidei  their  part  of  the  contract  win 
hare  letedand  fchej  will  expect  tte  Government  to  release 

them. 

I  h    deficit  01  y  in  me  crews  «>f  vessels  in  this  squadron  is  70S.     Add 
to  this  .'/.'.-J  men  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired.  :""'  are  ba^ 
aggregate  "t  1,040  men 

This  estimate  does  not  include  nineteen  vessels  not  yet  heard  from. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  aeon  ant, 

S.   ('.    KoUAN, 

Cwrimodore,  Gmidy.  South  Atlantic  fflockdg,  S/jwulnot  j>. 

Hon.  GfDBOH    Wi;u 

Soo\  ■■•>/.  Wathinffton,  IK  C. 


Order  ■  ?0toan,  I',  s,   Wa/vy\  ■'"  Oaptain  Green,  U>  8* 

/In   disposition  ford   to  prewni  Mo 

kOSHIF    NkW    lliONSI! 

Off Morrit  Bland)  Sottti  ■  ■,.<.  March  /.v.  /•-•• 

Siu:  I  learn  from  deserters,  just  from  Charleston,  that  thasteamai 
./>/>."  ran  out  on  the  night  of  last  Wednesday  week,  and  thataschoonai 
ran  out    oi  le  t  wo  ween  previous,  til  loaded  with  cotton. 

I  have  to  requesl  that  you  will   make  such  dis|K»sition  ■  •  I  your  force 

as  will  be  ust  a  repetition. 

Tbetwotugs  must  be  kepi  inside  of  Rattlesnake,  one  of  them  pi 
up  toward  Breach  LnSet,and  the  n  our  force  as  well  in  hand  and 

:i-  close  in  as  you  qbb  with  safety,  keeping  tin-   Oanandaiffua  and 

W'/'nomi  re;id\    to  chase. 

ai  what  l  learn  of  the  deserters,  the  torpedo "David"  that  Me* 
up  the  Houoatonie did  not  return.     After  the  capture  of  the 

temy  learned  bow  the  TTouMionio  was  destroyed  and  have 
nine)    reported  that  the  torpedo  boat  was  heard  from  in  Georgetown 

is.c.r 


aer 

lid 
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[  do  not  credit  tin-.     Slake  the  best  disposition  you  inn  to  guard 
the  exit  or  entrance  <»f  blockade  runners. 

Verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  KmvAN. 

(  mmodon  vntio  P>>  uJron. 

Captain  Joe.  V.  Gu 

•  "/-  Divixum  Heeton  Bar. 


xandtr  S  .  I     s.  ing  copy  of 

f>r  the  tett*-r  wcnrity  of  ttion  <  '<■ 

Naval  Depot,  1'oht  Royal,  S.  <\,  JAW,  /,'',  £8K|. 
mi::  for  the  better  eeonrifcy  of  tbeTeeeels  i»  Hie  creak  I  bare  had 

.pper  boom  placed  alw.ve  theiranehorage,  and  projnw  to  issue  tin- 


id  order,  it"  it  meets  with  your  approval. 

As  the  /.  is  just  been  disabled,  and  must  be  replaced,  I  will 


have  tin-  prize  -teamei  GftatAam  anchored  nasi  the  I m  u  toe  m 

win 

Respectfully,  William  Rbtnoolds, 

rider. 
Commodore  Rowan, 

mmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadn 


Naval  Depot.  Port  ROTAL,  S.  I  ..  March  Wy  I 
The  boom  in  the  creek  is  placed,  but  is  not  quite  long  eno 


to  reach  across.     It  will  be  lengthened  in  a  da}  or  two  I  all 

the  way  over,  with  :i  gate  to  permit  small  boats  to  pass  through;  "ill 
be  opea  during  the  day,  but  closed  at  dusk. 

You  will  have  the  prize  steamer  Chatham  anchored  {oat  within  the 
boom,  and  pal  os  board  of  ber  the   ft  howitzer  and  ;i  supply  of 

ammunition,  and  yon  will  keep  a  picket  l>oat  and  new  from  the  vessels 
in  tin-  creek  alongside  the  I  %at  rk  until  daylight.    You 

will  regulate  the  detail  for  the  picket  boat. 

They  will  keep  a  vigilant  loocoul  for  torpedo  •  -raft,  or  other  signs 

enemy    ana  will  give  the- alarm  on  the  disrovery  of  suob. 

I  )n  the  aura  being  given,  vessels  in  the  creek  will  send  their  boats, 
armed,  aithei   to  the  opper  or  lower  boom,  ac  *  be,  and 

take  mch  other  measures  of  defense  as  may  he  practicable  at  the  time. 
Respect  fully, 

Willi  \m    Rkynoi.o.s, 

Commander. 
<  ommander  N.  B.  Hakkison, 

,,<  I  iitxh'tt. 


Ord 

f.    S.     \  ,    ■  ,fs. 

FLAGSHIP    Ni:w    1i:mvs||.|>, 

Off  Morrit  Island,  March  :/.  1864. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  communication  received  from  Commander 

William  Reynolds,  in  reference  I"  the   r<  :tpp<  arauce  of  the.  smallpox 
in  the  harbor  of  Port  Roval. 
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Vou  trill  consult  with  Commajider  William  Reynold*,  commanding 
nitvul  depot  there,  ^^  1 1« «  *.>.  i  1 1  aid  you  in  carrying  out  any  suggest 
thai  you  may  offer  as  u>  the  proper  disposition  t->  i»<-  mi 
patients. 

i  pould  suggest  that,  if  it  !»<•  practicaiili-,  thej  be  transferred  to  the 
•  for  tre  •  -,- 1 , ■  ■  i .   accommodations  might  be  jn-« >\ it U *. i   t.»r 

m  in  tent-;:  otherwise  let  them  il  on  board  the  M 

Upon  this  subject,  however,  you  will  advise  witli  the  authorities  at 
l?a\  Point   and  Hilton  Head,  and  report   to  me  the  result  of  y< 
decision,  which  you  are  authorized  to  carry  out  without  delay. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  c.  Rowan, 
Cbmmodort,  <  ■■■<<'!■  A&antiaBl  i  Squadron. 

Fleet  Surgeon  \\  it.  Jobnsoh, 

8.  8,   Wabash,  Pbri  U  I  ('. 


Ii.  '  hoard  ■■/>  /{'[fin)". 

U.  S.  Sine  VlBMOKT, 
Fori  Boyd  Harbor,  S.  '"..  March     .  I- 
Sin:  in  obex  Lei  :  .  '  this  day,  we  have  held  h  strict 

ami  careful  survej  on  tin-  prise  sh'<»p  Bitfalo  and  respectfully  submit 
thf  t  port,  viz: 

Tin-  bull  ot  tli<-  stoop  is  M. -w  and  in  good  condition,  the  Bails  an 

out,  thi    mast  and  rigging  are  good,  and  we  estimate  her 

value  at  $1,000, 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Hbnby  W.  Band, 

■',,-,  ('.  8,   \ 
R.'li.  Him 
i,  ■  ,,,,_■  Matt*  i .  U. 
C.  W.  Babbitt. 
Carpenter,  U.  8.  Xavy. 
Wm.  Reynold.  EeOy 

mmanaer,  twiunandino  at  Vbri  Royals  -v  <'. 


Report  "/    (  />"i/  <>f 

Acting  Ensign   P&rker,  ( .  8,  Navy,  regarding 

■  ■j-  /!><//'<.'>':  m  route  to  St.  John's  Sin  r.  Florida,  Mart  h  .'..'.  / 

Flagship  Xkw    [bovODBEB, 
Off  Morrix  1 

Sir:  1  forward  herewith  a  report  of  th,    h  the  prize  sloop 

Buffalo. 

This  vessel  was  ordered  to  8fc.  John's,  at  therostanj  uunander 

Balch,  who  wanted  her  bo  assist  in  raising  tin-  steamer  -v.  Man 
prize  t<>  our  vessels),  which  i-  said  i>>  be  in  good  order,  and  suns  by 
tin-  rebels  bj  or*  ning  her  .  ah 

>■  mo  honor  t<>  i>  >i  servant 

S.  C.   EtOWAH, 

i'  wtdg.  South  Atlantic  Bio  "xdron* 

Hon.  <iit>K»».N  W ' \  i  I 

.  h.  ('. 


BOCTB    iTLAWTl  KAD1BTG    SQUADRON. 


:?7:i 


[Enelosiirr  ] 

V.  s.  s,  Water  Wit.  h, 
O&aao&w  Sounds  Georgia,  )!■•>',  ■'■.  \ 
8m:  T  regret  to  report,  to  you  the  loss  of  the  price  sloop  AV/>; 
i  be  morning  of  tin-  wd  instant,  under  t  li  *  -  folios  a  instances,  the 

crow  and  nearly  everything  of  value  to  the  Government  being  saved: 
I  left  Port  Royal  March  21,  with  the  prize  sloop  Bvffote,  for  the 
St.  John's  River,  with  a  stead}  breeze  from  N.  N.  K.  Bhoruj  after 
tearing  the  wind  changed  to  V  I-!.,  blowing  a  strong  breeze;  pat 
one  reef  Lo  the  mainsail.  At.  l  p.  m.,  the  weather  (oolong  dark  and 
thro  i  the  wind  steadily  Increasing,  deterniinea  to  go  I 

baw. 

p,  in.  hauled  up  for  •  .  two  reefs  in  mainsail  mid  OflQ 

reef  in  the  lib;  8  i>.  m.  marasai]  started,  otibat  we  were  obliged  to  start 
the  halyards  bo  save  the  sail;  shortly  after  the  jib  split  from  bead  to 
.  and  the  ressel,  having  no  sail  t->  keep  her  so  tin-  wind  or  give 
headway,  commenced  to  drift  otF  int<>  the  breakers,  which  extended 
all  alonjr  to  leeward  of  us. 

We  were  obliged  to  let  go  both  anchors.  although  1  had  no  hoi 
their  holding  i  of  time,  as   tin-   wind   bad  increased  t"  B 

gale,  the  weather  tliick   and   rainy,  and  a   heavy  sea  lnvakim/  right 

o\  M  ■ 

Shortly  after  8  a.  bl,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  both  cables  parted. 
We  hoisted  the  peak  of  the  mainsail  and  stood  for  the  beach,  me  only 
chance  we  had  of  saving  oiwm  Ives. 

Fortunately,  the  tide  being  well  op  and  the  sloop  being  light,  went 
well  upon  the  beach,  and  we  were  enabled  to  get  safeh  on  shore. 
without  any  accident,  on  Oeeahaffi  Mind. 

As  soon  as  it  ^otdavlighl  sent  some  of  the  men  to  the  north  part 
of  the  island  to  see  if  they  could  communicate  with  any  of  the  block- 
ading fleet,  inn  there  being  a  heavy  surf  on  the  beaco  and  a  swamp 
on  the  island,  thej  came  back  and   reported  that  they  could  ootget 
around  the  island;  al  noon  the  tide  left  the  vessel  high  and  dry.    I 
everything  that  we  could  remove  taken  on  shore  under  a  tent  we 
made  of  tin-  sails.    The  28d  I  took  two  men  and  started  for  the  southern 
pari  of  the  island,  but,  after  traveling  around  tin-  southern  and  | 
of  the  side  of  the  island,  returned]  not  being  able  bo 

any  vessel.  The  di  ictday(S4th)  1  started  with  one  man  for  the  north 
east  part  of  the  island,  waiting  ror  the  tide  to  ML  1  found  do  diffi- 
culty in  getting  around  the  island,  where  I  found  the  U,  S.  S.  II 
Witch  aSoul  i  p.  ni.  Tin  v  answered  my  signals  and  immediately  Bent 
a  boat.  I  wcnl  on  board  and  reported  mv  situation  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  PendergrasL  He  said  he  would  send  a  party  with  me  the 
oextdaj  to  bring  w  Eat  things  [had  saved  and  mj  men  on  board  of  this 
\  essel.  This  morning,  w  itfa  a  pai  I  j  i  *i  men  and  one  officer,  1  started  for 
the  wreck,  and  succeeded  in  bringin  |  oft  everything  of  value  thai  we 
laved.    These  things,  the  four  men,  and  master's  mate  are  mow 

the  first  opportunity  to  return  t<*  Pori  Royal, 
tould  state  that  Lieut,  as  ni  Commander  Pendergrasl  has  kindly 
rendered  me  ever}  assistance  that  I  required,  and  that  we  hovel 
kindly  and  hospitably  received  by  both  him  and  hi-  officers. 
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Hi     All. 


IT  :tt  this  statement  «ill  prove  aUfafactory,  i  remain,  i 

rctfuliv.  four  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  Paw 
Aeti 
r  William  Kbtnold 
r  8,  Ship  Vermont,  F  ■'.  S.  0. 


I  abandon  i  ■  <ith 

8a  wr,  .1/"/. 

Order  of  Commodore  Rowan.  U  6.  Navy,  to  Lioutanant-Commander  Weaver,  U   S.  Navy,  to 
capture  ttoamcr  at  McClellanville.  8   C. 

1'  i.Al.    StKA.MKK     |Nl.u]     1  RON8XD1  s, 

..■ 

nii::  Ion  will  proceed  with  the  Winona  undei  your  command  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Santee  River  and  prevent  tin1  steamer  now  ut  Md 
lanville  loading  with  cotton  from  going  i<>  sea. 

Jfou  vv  i  1 1  ii-<'  - u « - 1 1  effort!  t"  capto  ;  steamer  as  may  beef 

tluir  i-nd.  cuii-.ist.-nt  will)  saf.'tv. 

.  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Q  Rowan, 
Com  modon  madron* 

Ldentenant-Commander  A.  W.  Wbavbb, 

<  '■■■  ■  off  Morris  Island. 


Report  of  Commodore  Rowan.  U  8.  Navy,  transmitting  information  received  from  refugee* 
regarding  the  blockade  runner  Little  Ada. 

No.  1"»-  |  FLAGSHIP  New  Iuonsides, 

on  md,  March  .'}.  IE 

Sue:  L  have  tin1  honor  to  enclose  a  ropy  of  a  communication  from 
lieutenant-Commander  A.  \Y.  Weaver, commanding  U.S.  S.  Win 

reference  to  tin-  blockade  runner  A'/",  together  with  a  synopsis 
of  the  Information  gained  from  the  eij^ht  ivfiu/ees  spoken  of  l>v  him. 
Lieutenanl  C  >mma<Ter  V.  I  to  proceed  with  the 

to  the  mouth  of  the  Santee  ami  blockade  or  captur  I 

From  one  of  tag  refugees  (Micha<  I  i>ouian)  who  was  until  the  1st  of 
Man  h  •  -  in  |  j  I '  -in  the  hospital  at  Charleston  J  havedii 

inti'lliji mii ••■  of  tho  death  of  Fir>t  Lieutenant  ('.  II.  Bradford.  L'.  S. 
Mai  i  .«t  ( tops,  who  was  captured  at  the  attack  on  Foil  Sumter  in  Sep- 
bei  last 

Previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
UmiiIht  i  :n«t  :i  former  friend,  ■  Dr.  Mackie,  through  whose 

influence  a  burial  was  secured  for  him  in  the  Magnolia  Cemetery,  bul 
subsequently,  al  uoce  of  thecitisenB  <>f  Charleston,  he  was  dis- 

interred ana  reburied  in  the  potter's  field. 

The  refugees  will  be  turned  over  to  the  army  authorities  :it  Hilton 
Ik-ad  on  the  first  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  t<>  be,  vary  respectfully,  yourobedii  am* 

S,  0.   KoWAN, 

Oommodot'.  .  8.  Atlantic  Blockdg,  8qyadronj>rc 

Hon.  Gidki's    Wki.i  B& 

not  m,  D,  (X 
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[Khrtamm  l 

t'.  S.  S.  Winona. 
of  />,„■.,,  /»/,>.  South  Gem  f,  lSGJh 

Jut:  Eight  refugees  came  off  to  the  Winona  at  8  a.  m.  to-day.  They 
If  ft  Mount  Pleasant  :ii  i  a.  m.  I  learn  Prom  them  thai  the  nteamer 
Ada  ran  the  blockade  at  the  Santee  Biver,  and  is  now  at  MrChllnn- 
vide,  about  to  take  In  a  cargo  of  cotton;  L10  bales  have  already  Keen 
brought  to  her.  I  perceive  by  consular  dispatches  thai  the  Aaa  was 
at  Glasgow  on  the  8ch  of  January .  L804,  and  about  to  leave  tor  one  of 
tin'  blockaded  porta.  She  is  o  wren  steamer  of  '±y  tons.  speed  12 
knot-.  As  beyond  doubt  she  will  be  ready  to  run  the  blockades 
day  or  two  with  aful  of  cotton,  i  woul  I  |  fully  request 

this  vessel  may  be  ordered  off  thoSante  ih  her      I  It 

the  Ada  \<  only  7  miles  up  the  river,  and  that  then-  are  do  bat 
teries.     I  can  cut  her  out  with  my  boats.     1        ike  Bare  of  it.  I  would 
like  bo  have  a  tug  drawing  about 8  feet  of  water  to  tow  the  boats  in  14 
near  AS  poefliMe  and  to  be  readj  to  rover  them  in  ease  they  should  he 
driven  off. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Wk.avkr. 
Lieutenant  I  ider, 

Commodore  Sxkpiekn  0.  Rowan.  U.  s.  Nai 

md&ng  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S<n  a 

Flaaskip  Ni  w  Ironsides,  uhatieeton  Harbor, 

P.  S.     I  consider  the  cutting  out  of  the  Ada  to  be  practicable  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  tug.  and  1  hope  L  may  be  allowed  permission  to  do  so. 

\.  W   \\. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver,  U   8   Nary. 

r.  S  5.  Wraoa 

ojf'  Swoon* '  \s,,n/.r\  River,  Smith  Carolina,  March  85,  /w;. 
Sue:  in  obedience  t«»  your  order  of  the  21-t  in-taut,  directing  us  to 
proceed  <>ir  the  Santas  River  and  t->  pre1  i  Miner  ion 

MeClellanville  from  going  to  sea,  and  to  use  such  efforts  to  cap 
-aid  steamer  as  might  best  meet  that  and  consistent  with  safety,  Ihftve 
to  report  that  I  lift  Charleston  Harbor  la  this  \n  sJ  ou  the  morning 
of  the  28d  instant  and  arrived  off  the  Santee  at  5:80  p.  in.  of  tin-  same 
day.  After  making  a  earefoJ  reconnoissance  of  the  north  and  south 
mouths  of  tin'  Santee.  I  decided  thai  there  nni-l  be  the  deepest  water 

in  the  latter, and  anchored  this  vessel  as  near  there  -is  was  prudent 
At  .-unset  1  started  s  boat  expedition,  in  command  of  Acting  Master' 
K.  II.  Sheffield,  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  consisting  of  the  gig, 
nd  and  third  cotters,  Acting  Ensign  William  fiicKendry  in  charge 
of  one  cutter  and  Acting  Masters  Mate  L.  A.  ( Jornthwnite  in  charge  of 
i he  other,  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  .1.  Harrington, 
Acting  Assistant  d  Charles  Little,  ami  *ji  of  the  crew.     1  gave 

Mr.  Sheffield  orders  tojproceed  up  the  Santee,  and  if  be  discovered 

the  steamer  .\<la  to  cither  destTOj   061  "i   bring  her  out.      At   I  a.  BL 

on  the  24th  the  expedition  returned,  Mr.  Sheffield  reporting  that  be 
v..  tit  11'  mile-  up  the  rivert  pitnard  b  village  n  miles  up;  on  the  right 
bank  saw  two  wharves  and  several  warehouses,  but  no  vessel.    The 
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party  was  no  ..red.     Ai  ULsvm.  txniimuirfeatedwithtbeU.  S.  8. 

ted  from  her  pilot  (a  colored  man  and  familiar  with 
tin-  country)  that  Met  7leHanville  la  :t  small  village,  on  a  salt  waiter  01 
that  makes  into  the  see  iusl  to  the  northward  ol  I  ape  Remain,  about  8 
mil'  •  distant.     I  Btarted   for  the  above-mentioned  creek  at  i  p.  m. 

anchored  the   Winona  in  1«".  feet  of  water  near  there  at  5  o'clock. 
I  again  started  the  expedition  irith  the  same officera  and  men.    Ilav- 

learned  that  the  count  n  on  either  ride  of  the  creek  up  !■ 
village  was  nothing  but  a  marsh.  I  ordered  the  officer  in  command  to 
so  time  ir  aa  to  arrive  there  on  toe  commencement  of  the  ebb  tide  and 
to  reconnoiter  toe  first  firm  ground  well  before  proceeding  farther, 
A i  t»  o'clock  j>.  m.  the  expedition  returned.  Acting  Blaster  Sheffield, 
reports  that,  in  consequence  of  tin-  darkness  of  tin-  niylit  ami  I  In- tiMjAlkv 
hayons  making  into  1.1  jr.  creek,  it  was  with  givat  dillicnlt\  that  he  I^J^f 
in  it:  in  fact.  Beveral  times  lost  his  way.  Xt6  o'clock  this  morninflfB» 
discovered  toe  village  and  a  steamer  (vine  at  anchor  off  the  bank,  it 
being  by  that  time  broad  daylight,  ana  being  fearful  thai  lie  had  been 
red,  he  determined  to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  steamer.  The 
boats  got  within  i  few  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived  by 
tin'  enemy.  At  this  time  a  large  number  of  men  was  seen  rushing 
about  the  steamer's  deck,  and  a  boat  was  lowered.  Immediately  ai 
the  gig  and  second  cutter  boarded  heron  the  port  side,  the  thirdTcuttar 
running  across  her  bow,  intercepting  a  boat  which  had  the  captain  in 
her,  bin  forcing  him  to  return  aboard.    The  surprise  was  complete, 

and  in  five  minutes  the  captain  and  en-w  w ,  , .  <!  i  armed  and  below 
decks  with  B  aentn  at  each  hatch.  Then'  Ik-hilt  ii"  indications  of  a 
battery,  Mr.  Barrington  at  on.-.-  started  tires.  I  chain 
short,  'nit  she  was  So  fastened  with  stern  moorings  that  the  chain 
could  not  be  slipped,  and  they  prooeeded  at  once  to  cu(  it  with  cold 
ton  after  a  masked  battery  of  three  rifled  guns  I  I  to 

l»e  aboul  13-pounders)  opened  on  the  steamer  at  abort  range,  the  shot 
Biriking  abonl  amidships,  going  in  one  side  and  out  of  the.  other, 
penetrating  the  -team  arum  and  another  the  boilers. destroy- 
ing tubes,  etc.     In  fact,  thc\  had  tin-  range  so  perfectly  that  their  shot 
ipletely  riddled  her.    They  were  evidently  prepared  for  an  attack) 

as  they  had  a  target  placed  ahead  and  one  a~tci  n  of  her.  and  •  ■;  BD  .I 
mined    t<i  disable    her    in   case  she  was    hoarded.      At    this   time    it 

bread  daylight,  and  as  by  remaining  longer  there  would  have  lx 
great,  danger  of  having  the  boaba  sunk,  Mr.  Sheffield  had  all  the  arms 
Into  them  and  reluctantly  withdrew,  feeling  assured  that  the 
capture  of  our  small  force  would  have  been  the  result  had  be  not 

done  SO. 

Tin-  .steamer  proved  to  he  ilon.  with   siaiv.-K    my  woodwork  about 
what  little  there  was  of  an  inflammal.le  nature  about   the  vessel 
was  wet,  as  it  was  raining  heavily  at  the  time.     En   consideration  of 
this  and  the  fad  that  there  wt  irgo  on  boardjit  was  deemed  b 

n<  -t  to  attempt  to  lire  her;  in  fact,  to  have  remained  five  minutes  longer 
woJild    have    imperiled    the    li\esof   the  whole  party,  the  enemy's  Hre 

being  so  severe.    The  steamer  n  not  the  Ad&\  as  supposed,  but  the 

>'■',  of  Glasgow,  commanded  by  a  Baltimorean  named  Martin. 

He  remarked  to  our  officers  that  the]  had  dona  their  work  well,  and 

asked  only  to  be  treated  "as  a  gentleman  and  ass  prisoner  of  war," 

No  Sooner  did  the  boats  leave.  bowe\  er,  than  this  same  man  opened  a 
tii «    on  them  from  a  small  Whitworth  gUO  which  the  LUi  had 
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Bted  "ii   li'i  deck,  and   this  lire  was  kept  up  10018   time  after  the 

batteries  had  ceased  theirs,  abrapnal  bursting  near  the  boats  when 
tlirv  graze  a  long  distance  off. 

1  can  not  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men.  with  but  one  exception    Charles  M.  Muldoou.au  ordinary 
in  in.  ;tn  Enp  man  qf  no  character,  who  deeexted  t<>  the 

enemy.     Although  there  was  an  abondaooe  <>f  liquor  on  board  and  ii 
was  offered  freely  to  the  men,  not  one  would  take  it.  though  they 
were  cold  and  wit  al  the  time.     I  was  compelled  by  necessity  t<>  include, 
lored  men  in  the  party,  and  they  behaved  admirably  under  tire. 

In  cotK-lii.-ion,  I  wi-h  to   recommend    to   tlie    favorable  considerat ion 
Of  the  Navv  Department  Acting  Master  EL  H.  Sheffield,  Acting  Ensign 

William  ucKendry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  L  A.  Cornthwaite. 

Mr.  MrKendiy  applied  some  time,  since  for  an  act  fog  ma<tei'.- appoint- 
ment and    I    tiiink   he   iias   well-earned   promotion.      Acting   Assistant 

Surgeon  Charles  Little  and  Acting  Second  Assistant  Bnguieei  W.J, 
Barrington  also  deserve  much  credit  for  their  eoolni  /eal. 

Tam,  sir,  rospei -tfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.    W.   WiBAI  KB, 

Lit 

Commodore  Stephen  C.  Rowan. 

Commanding  Smith  A&utfio  Blockading  Stati 


Abstract  log  17.  S.  8.  Winona.  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver.  TJ.  8.  Hiry.  commanding. 

At  I::;;,  p  m.  mi  orgetown  tight-house.     At 

;">:-J.">  came  lo  anchor.  Buoy  of  ( Georgetown  bearing  N.  R.,  Ottpe 
Koinain  S.  \Y.  by  W.  Preparing  an  expedition  for  the  river.  At 
p.  m.  the  boat  expedition,  consisting  of  the  gig,  first  and  second 
cutters  under  command  of  Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer  K.  11. 
Sheffield,  with  1  officers  and  L9  of  the  crew  of  this  i  eseel,  started  for  the 
south  mouth  of  the  Siantee  K'm  ei  for  the  purpose  of  ascending  the  river 
as  far  as  \i.(  Ilellaovilie  to  capture  the  steamer  Ada,  luppoeed  to  be  at 
that  place,  having  run  the  blockade. 

March  ::h  At  3:  \A  a.  m.  the  boat  expedition  returned,  having 
ascended  the  Santee  River  about  LS  nules  farther  than  would  be  prao 
ticeble  for  a  vessel  to  go,  discovering  no  steamer.  When  about  11 
miles  up  passed  :>  village  on  the  righl  bank,  two  wharves  and  Bevera] 
bou»  were  ieeu,  but  no  vessel.  Bight  feet  of  water  were  found  on 
the  bar  at  high  water,  and  the  wateT  fresh  as  Ear  as  the  mouth.  It  is 
believed  the  party  in  making  this  valuable  reconcoissanoe  were  notdifl 
red,  as  they  were  not  molested.  At  &:  US  p.  m.  an  expedition  in 
command  of  Acting  Blaster  and  Executive  Officer  K.  II.  Sheffield,  con- 
sisting of  the  following  boats, officers, and  men:  Gig.socond  and  third 
cutters,  Acting  [Snsign  William  M< iKandry.  Acting  Master's  Mate  L. 
A.  ( tornthwaite,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little.  Acting  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Bngineei  William  S.  Barrington,  and  21  men  of  this  •. 
BePscrcw  leftthesniptoascend  the Suwanee [South  Santee]  River  for  the 
line  the  steamer  Little  Ada,  having  run  the  blockade, 
At  II  p.  in.  MW  the  reflection  of  a  large  tire  off  our  port  beam  bearing 
N.  N.  \S .  per  compass. 
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Mn,  a    tor  off  the  month  kntee  River,     \ 

p,  in.  got  underway  and  stood  Inshore,  and  :it  5:50  anchor 
of  water;  ;it  the  same  time  discovered  the  boat  expedition  returning. 
At  t;  Mr.  Sheffield,  acting  master  in  command,  reported  having  ascended 
the  Bnwanee  [South  Santee]  River  as  far  as  McCleUanvuie,  wb 
a  steameT  was  discovered  moored  alongside  the  bonk.     This  was  about 
6:30  a.  m.  and  it  was  determined  t.  •  board  her,     All  the  boats  immedi- 
ately fell  into  line,  pulled  directly  for  her,  boarding  her  on  the  star 
board  quarter  at  the  same  time,  nutting  on  the  retreat  of  the  captain 
and  crew  who  were  attempting  to  escape  to  the  village  in  their  boat 
Immediate  possession  was  taken  of   tin-  vessel  and  Mr.  Barrington, 
Act  in'.'  Second  Assistant  Engineer,  was  ordered  to  gel  up  steam.     I 
were  lighted  accordingly  and  the  chains  were  erol  ilipplng. 

Tin-  tide  running  flood  it  was  Impossible  to  tow  her  with  bo  team 

was  nearly  ready  when  n  masked  battery  opened  tire  from  tin-  village 
with  IS  pounder  ruled  Whitwortib  pins,  every  shot  taking  effect  In 
hull,  going  clean  through  ami  through  her  near  the  wain-  line.     (  Nn 
ilongside,  fearing  they  would  gel  shoi  through,  rendering 
our  retreat  Impossible,  it  was  determined  to  leave  her,  bOu 

completely  riddled.    It  was  impossible  to  Bre  her  as  she  Iron; 

the  wood  that  v  i  her  was  perfectly  water  soaked,  it  having 

rained  hard  all  njght.     Our  arms  were  passed  into  the  l">at- 
retreat   made  In  good  order.    When  about  LOO  yards  off,  her  cap- 
tain and  crew  opened  fire  on  the  boats  with  shell  and  shrapnel  from 
pounder  Whitworth  rifle  gun  mounted  on  her  deck  and  kept  it  op 
very  rapidly  ontU  the  boats  were  out  od  ran  shot  striking  within 

a   feet,  but  no  one  was  bit.     The  whole  parts   returned  ex< 
0.  M.  Muld  nan.  who  deserted  to  tin  enemy,  taking  his  arm-, 

ol*  a  ( 'olt  rex  olver  and  a  cutlass. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Favy  to  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  fallnre 
to  destroy  the  steamer  Little  Ada. 

N\u  ^   Dki-vktmkn'I'.  April  / 

Sib:  The  Deparbnenl  has  received  the  report  oi   Lieutenant-Com- 

ider  A.  \V.  \V< ijaver,  dated  the  25th  ulti and  forwarded  through 

yon,  of  an  expedition  dispatched  by  him  into  the  Santee  River  to  oap- 
•r  deal  roy  i  steamer  reported  to  be  loading  at  Mot  hllanville. 

II   i-  ;i  pity  ''--tt  :m  expedition  so  well  conceived  and  conducted  with 
si'ch    perse V    •ance  should    n«>t    have    been    provided    with  lire   halls  to 

set  tin-  bceameron  lire  below,  In' case  sin- could  not  he  brought  i 
A  few  pounds  «»f  powder  would  have  disabled  the  machinery  of  the 
me/  entirely.    The  captain  should  have  been  brought  off.     For 
wan;  of  due  pre]  a,  the  steamer  is  doubtless  very  little  injui 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

GUMBOS   W'KLLES, 

.//  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  S.  C  K.>w.v\, 

:\>hj.  Sgi  f  Chad 
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Addition*!  report  of  Commodore  Bowan.  U.  I.  Navy. 

NO.  i  Flagship  Nik  Lbokbtobb, 

OfMc  '4. 

Sik:  I  have  the  lioni>r  t<»  acknowledge  tin-  receipt  of  the  Depert- 
1 1 1  •  •  1 1 1  *  -  ootnmunication  of  tin-  I  -it  Ii  instant,  relating  to  an  expedition 

lilted  out  bv  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver,  of  the    Winona,  for  the 

capture  or  aestrnetion  of  the  steamer  reported  to  Ik-  at  McClellanville, 

s.  < :. 

When  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver  on  this  service,  I 
had  a  conference  vrith  him.  ami  directed  that  the  first  step  t<>  be  taken 

iiiii  where  Mi  t  'li-llrtn \  illfl  i-.  which  could  only  lie  dom-  bj 

aeonnmflflancfl  In  armed  boats.  The  boats  wen  bo  be  perfectly 
equipped,  and  provided  with  combustibles  in  case  the  vessel  ras  found, 
and  tin-  commanding  officer  thought  it  prudent  to  cut  her  out,  or  in 
oase  of  failure  to  bring  her  out,  to  destroy  her  by  fire. 

The  boats  were  bo  equipped  by  Lientenant-Commaader  Weaver,  and 
the  expedition  wily  failed  of  Buccees  by  too  great  confidence  in  Its 
ability  to  bring  the  vessel  out. 

After  the  Tease]  was  gallantly  carried  and  the  prisoners  (more 
numerous  than  our  own  partyi  had  been  secured  in  the  two  end 
the  vessels,  tin-  attention  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition 
appears  to  nave  been  solely  given  to  gel  <  ie]  out,     He  did  pot 

IP  n  attack  from  artillery,  and  fell  confident  of  being  able  I" 

resist  infantry. 

Under  this  impression  he  wont  to  work  manfully  toget  np  Bteam 
and  heave  lip  the  anchor,  forgetting  to  plitee  his  e<..inbiist  ible«.  Stating 

as  an  i  cense,  that  had  be  so  placed  them  in  the  two  ends  of  the  ship, 
the  only  combustible  portion  of  her,  he  feared  he  would  have  destroyed 
lip  prisoners. 

Tin   engines  could  have  been  easily  destroyed  by  breaking  the  eylin- 
hammers,  always  to  be  found  is  the  engineer's  depart- 
ment, but  the  engineer  was  too  Intent  upon  getfana  up  Bteam  bo  pre 
pare  for  <  fore  the  enemy's  battery  of  three  tieldpicces  opened 

•  hi  the  si 

li  is  a  pity,  as  the  Department  justly  observes,  that  an  expedition 
so  well  I  and  conducted  with  such  perseverance  should  not 

have  bees  crowned  with  entire  success. 

Qad  the  vea  toyed  or  oaptnred,  it  would  have  afli 

me  great  pleasure  to  call  the  attention  of  tin-  Departmenl  to  the  gal 

lantrv  of  Acting-  Ma-ler  K.  II.  Sheffield  and  all  the  other  officers,  will 
a  view  of  recommending  them  for  promotion 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Cf>inn«Mh>i'<\  Cotnilij.  Smith  Atlanta •  Blkdg.  Squa<h<>n  o,1  ',„*,,  '<<». 

Son.  Gideon  Wh.i.i  - 


&<scrttanj  of  ih.  Suvij.  Washington^  b. 


Report  of  Captain  Qaillard,  C.  B.  Army. 

BADQUAJOTBS  Po8T, 

McCldlatwille,  S.  ('.,  March  95,  i 


Captain:  I  respectfully  report  that  about  7:30  o'clock  this  morning 
Lieutenant  I'.  C.  Drake  reported  ?«>  me  that  three  bexigta  WVw  ns\Cs\ 
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Federal  I  lad  approached  tho  steamer  I.lttl,    !■/■■  and  bad  taken 

on  "t'  the  VB886I.     I  immediately  ordered  Oompanj   M  under 

arms  and  placed  mj  section  of  artillery  in  the  most  available  position 

nt  about  1,900  yards  from  tho  vessel.     I  Boon  discovered  that  they 

making  preparations  to  oarrp  th  oat,  and  I  ordered  the 

sans  to  be  wed  upon  them,  with  Biich  effect  aa  to  compel  them  to 

:ii);in<l<tii  the  vessel.    Twenty-one  shots  were  tired.  5  of  which  book 

affect 

During  the  engagement  thi  chief  engineei  of  the  re&sel  ■■•  btlt 

wounded  In  the  head  and  leg  by  splinters  from  the  Bide  of  tin 
and  one  of  the  enemy  was  wounded  in  the  head  and  ruptured.    The 
reaocl  was  no!  materially  injured,  and  as  Boon  as  I  conld  send  a  detach 
menton  board  the)  went  in  pursuit  «»!  the  enei  did  col  lucceed 

in  overtaking  them. 

lie  result  of  to  day's  firms  bac  convinced  me  that  vessels  enterii 
at  this  place  Bsfnfly  protected  by  rifle  guns,  and  I  reap 

folly  ask  that  the  application  for  my  rifled  section  at  Mount  Pleasant 
be  made  again. 

Respectfully,  <  I  lillabd, 

t  bpUritti  <  bmmanoUng  Pout, 
< *:ti >titi  11  William  Gem 
As#t'*f"/<f  Adj 


L>!  '/'■    Sea  f  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Dn 

I '.  &,  .V  .iinxi  ili,  use  of  small  si 

calcium  lights ae pro  ■■  ■  •*  •'••/y. "'"■.-■. 

Navy   DepaBXMENT,    March    "t.  I 
Sin:  In  connection  with  the  recent  destruction  of  the  //  by 

marine  torpedo,  the  following  suggestion  has  been  made  to  the 
1  department  \ 
The  security  of  our  vessels  against  similar  destroy  ors  would  Im>  much 
Deed  by  having  Bx>me  bod  amen  constantly  steaming  guard 

in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  torpedo  boats  would  come  out.     i 
Bteamerortug  bo  be  -u|>pli<'<l  with  ii  powerful  calcium  light,  by  wh 
the  enemy  would  be  discovered  and  run  down.    Of  a  bright,  m< 
light  night  of  course  the  tight  would  not  be  needed. 
Very  respectfully,  <>tc., 

GlDKDN    WELL! 

Bear-Admiral  .Ions  A.  Dahloben, 

■//  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston. 


•n  qf  CommodoTi    Slenoon,   U.  S.    Yaw,  ■■<■  request  of 

Major- General  04Umore\  U.    s'.   Army,  for  tin  *ervi*  eoj  a  young 
veal  officer  to  ota  md   transports   attached 

LOJHip  New  [bobtsedbb, 
Qjf  Worrit  Tdand,  Mar 

Sia    ii ritfa  em  from  a  communication  just  received 

from  Major-General  Q.  A.  GfUi  d  desire  respectfully  to  state, 
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for  the  information  of  the  Deportment,  thai  1  have  d  to  his 

request,  :iuo!  have  ordered  Acting  Ensign  BanfOrd  to  report  tor  b 
|ii»i;u\    duty   to  the    major-general,   commanding    Department    of   t!i.- 

South. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  s.  C.  Bowan, 

<  "//<,»</'/"/>;  Oomdg.  ■<'<■  Blktfy.  Sfuadton 

Hon.  Ghonxai  Whlj 

try,    I Ya.sh' <<<;!>>!,.   I>.    ('. 

i 

HSIAOQI   kBTBBa,  DgPABnCWT  Off  IBE  Sum. 
HUton  Heady  &  t  ..  March  a.  I 

Sih;  I  have  now  in  use  in  this  department  five  armed  steam  tran- 
porta,  their  service  being  chiefly  i>k-k<t  duty.  They  are  also  used  for 
transi>ortntionorconv<>v>  alone  those  of  our  inland  routes  of  communi- 
eati"  danger  I  ng  tin  enemy  and  f<»r  scouting 

These  operation-  an'   q<  h  to  call  for  the 

cooperation  od  y*  m  i>mnch  of  tii«-  sen 

I  bare  experienced,  a-  you  well  know  must  b  «•.  the  mcon< 

veoience  of  having  no  officer  dob  luffideol  inoe  to  prop 

erly  outfit  and  oommand  bugs  ressels.     My  steamboat  masters  are 
citizens,  and  know  nothing  of  artillery.     My  artillery  offi<  not 

sailors,  and  are  not  acquainted  with  naval  gunnery. 

It.  would  be  of  advantage  to  this  army  if  1  ooulo  avail  myself  of  the 
services  of  one  of  the  young  officers  of  your  squadron  for  the  duty 
above  indicated. 

1  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  Acting  Ensign  William  C.  Hanford, 
now  executive  officer  of  me  0.  &  brig  /'/•/•//.  on  the  Fernandina  sta- 
tion, as  a  most  suitable  officer  for  thisduh  from  his  large  experience 
in  similar  service  to  that  above  designated  in  oui  we  tei  a  i  oder 

Admiral  i'orter. 

If  you  will  order  him  to  report  to  me  for  temporary  duty,  I  will 
esteem  it  a  favor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  -en-ant, 

Q.    A.    GlI.LMOHE. 

Mtj'r  ..   Qi  ru  rali  <  bmrna 
Commodore  Kowan. 

Comdg.  South  AUantio  JBlkdff,  Sgv  a  3,  ft, 


Letter  from    <  'ore  Rowan  ^  U.  S.  Navy. 

-  Army,  accediny  to  bit  reauatfor  the  service*  of  a  young 
naval  officer. 

Flagship  New  [bokauh 
QffMorm  ;  >.  tS64. 

(ii  i  am  in  receipt  of  four  communication  of  Slat  instant,  bj 

which  I  am  informed  that  you  have  experienced  "inconvenience  i»y 
having  ao  officer  possessing  sufficient  experience  to  properlj  outfit 
and  command  the  armed  transporta  now  bemg  cbieili  used  bj  you  for 
picket  duty,"  and  you  desire  to  "avail  yourself  of  u«  s«rnieMfc.*&.«Bfc 
of  the  young  office a  of  the  squadron  for  t\ic  duty  YMJivBaVyX."" 
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Itaffords  me  great  pleasure  to  accede  to  3  our  suggestion,  and  I 
therefore,  ordered  Acting  Ensign  William  C.  Hau£ord,of  the  I  .  s. 
brig  /'  /.'■//.  ('  1  report  t<> you  for  temporary  dut j . as 5 on  have  n 

I  have.  Hie  honor  to  be,  verj  respectfully,  ledtent  servant, 

S.  ('.  K.  .WAN. 
Oon  ■■'/>   Athintir  Blot  '//<>», 

Major-General  Q.  A.  ( in.i  m 

— 

Letter  f mm  t/i<  Secretary  of  the  ISnoj  t<>  th,   /V  r  th*    f  ■ 

Stateti  urging  immedi  'or  tkt 

".'/■ 

\w\   Dkiwkimi.m.  W»  •*'&$. 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  perusal  and  such  ad 
as  you  shall  order  th<-  enclosed  oommnnleation    from  Commodon  S.  C 
Rowan,  in  temporary  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  and 

in  doing  su  I   hog  leave  to  represent   the  ity  of  prompt  and  effi 

del  supplying  seamen  for  the  Navy.    The  unfortunate 

policy  pursued  of  entirely  ignoring  the  naval  service  in  the  enrollment 
not  ana  the  omission  to  remedy  these  difficulties  by  authorizing  or 
directing  that  enlistments  in  the  naval  service  should  he  credited  I" 
the  seaports  or  towns  bave  bad  fch<  effect  of  so  weakening  and  crippling 
the  service  thai  the  Department  baa  been  unable  to  carry  out  its 
arrangement  -  and  dispatch  vessels  on  foreign  service  for  the  pi 
of  our  commerce;  even  the  blockade  itself  is  in  danger  of  becoming 
impaired  and  ineueetive. 

L  had  the  honor  of  submitting  this  subject  to  you  last  autumn,  after 
having  had  several  interviews  with  the  Secretary  of  War.  for  it  pni 
obvious  thai  the  tendency  of  the  law  and  the  action  of  the  '»<" 
ment.  by  high  bounties  i"  soldiers,  b;  mg  to  give  t«>  the  respec 

tive  localities  credit  for  naval  enlistments,  by  enrolling  all  seamen  and 
Subjecting  them  bo  draft  for  the  Army.  would  he  to  weaken  the  Navy 
and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  sustain  it. 

The  numerical  wants  of  the  naval  service  are  small  as  compared  witb 
the  Army,  and  the  olasa  from  which  the;  are  to  be  drawn  is  limited, 

but  a  sailor  U  an  expert  and  worth  vastly  more  to  the  country  when 
afloat  than  be  can  l»e  in  the  Army. 

You  interested  yourself  in  the  subject  last  fall,  but  tl  eneee 

<>f  the.  War  Department  to  adopt  any  measurefl  on  the  subject  and  the 
near  approach  of  the  session  of  Congress  caused  the  matter  to  be 
delayed.  When  Congress  assembled  :i  disposition  was  manifested  to 
remedy  existing  evils,  but  the  tardy  action  of  that  bodj  prevented 
immediate  relief.  The  remedial  legislation  has  not  yet  been  effective, 
ami  1  am  apprehensive  the  regulations  adopted,  which  arc  to  be  car- 
ried out  by  the  army  officers  and  provost-marBhals,  and  not  bj  naval 
officers,  will  be  found  Inadequate  for  the  emergency. 

We  have  now  over  thirty  vessels  without  crews,  and  the  number  is 
increasing.  The  time-  of  the  nun  on  tin-  blockade  an  expiring  more 
rapidly  than  we  oan  procure  enlistments,  and   unless  some  extra 

•Seep. 
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an   adopted.  oompBUed  to  withdraw 

vessels  from  tin-  squadrons  (or  the  mmt  of  men  to  man  fch 

Whether  the  provision  that  the  bountj  paid  for  i  all  be 

deducted  from  the  prize  money  of  the  seaman   who  is  trai 
latere  (hose  in  the  Army  from  enlisting  m  sailors:  whether  their  i  ffl 
.  en  dissuade  them  from  leaving-  the  Army ,  or  whatever  maj  he  the 
id  is  brought  borne  that  the  naval  service  is  becom 
ute  of  men  to  man  out  ships. 
I  would  suggest  thai  the  emergency  is  such  as  toiustxfv.and  I  think 
demands,  the  immediate  detailing  or  12,000  men  From  the  Army  tor 
naval  service;  thai  in  this  detail  mariners,  or  those  who  have  bad 
experience,  be  preferred,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  requirement  to 
repay  the  bountj   thai  maj  have  been  received  from  prise  moneys. 
Unless  a  transfer  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  be  forthwith  made  from 
Amu  the  blockade  is  In  dancer  i»f  becoming  ineffective.    The 
lition  of  affairs  En  the  South  Atlantic  N|iiadrou,  stated  l»v  Com 
dore  Rowan,  La  bu<  anexhibil  of  ail  01  Irons, and  the  emergency 

admits  of  no  delay.  Earnest  Executive  action  is  necessary.  \  month 
has  elapsed  since  we  had  Congressional  action,  hut  nota  man  baa  \m 
transferred  and  ao  reports  have  been  made  to  this  Departmenl  that 
any  are  in  tin-  prooeaa  of  transfer;  in  1 1 1  •  -  meantime,  many  applications 
iii  'ii  made  to  the  Nav\  Department  for  transi  1.  We  must  have 
the  men  or  our  ships  «>i  !waf  ffiuoi  ae«  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

Gideon  Weu 
So 
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Loss  of  the  (J.  8.  bark  Kingfisher  in   St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Caro- 
lina, March  -is.  16fJ/h' 


Report  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  B.  Navy.  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Hatter  Dntch, 
IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  bark  Kingfisher. 

Flaiishii'  New  [bohbu 
OffMotru  bland,  April 
Sir:  I  nn-lose  for  the  information  of  the  Department  copy  of  the 
report  tif  Acting  Master  J.  C.  Dutch,  of  the  U.  B.  bark  A  r,by 

which  it  will  be  aeon  that  tin-  vessel  grounded  on  Combahee  Hunk,  in 
ounda  of  St.  Helena,  and  will.  I  rear,  prove  a  total  wreck* 
1  tav  Bn  the  neoesaar]  orders  to  save  the  shi|  ^ble,and 

if  not,  to  save  all  the  public  property  which  ■!«•. 

soon  as  the  fat'-  of  the  abip  i-  decided  and  the  opportunity  offers 
I  shall  order  an  investigation  or  oourl  of  enquiry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  c.  Bowah, 
////  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy i  Washington^  h.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Dutch,  D  6.  Navy,  commanding  U  8.  bark  Xinfrfishar. 

Ottkk  Imjvnd.  Soi  hi  Cakoi.ina, 

March  10,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  miafoitnne  bo  state  thai  the  h  .  ground 

on  Oombahee  Bunk.  I  got  underway  on  the  morning  of  the  28th, 
with  ;i  i  aoving  around  into  Cooeaw  Channel.     She  tookbol 

bom  aboot  two  houre  before  high  water,  end  before  I  could  gel 
astern  she  had  grounded  so  bard  I  could  not  rtaii  aer.    A-  boob 

she    grounded    she    <•< »Tiiuitn«-«-. I    making    uuti-i     freely,      ('oinnn-n 

lightening  bar  at  once,  our  pomps  at  work  tin-  while,  and 

used  every  effort  t<>  heel  her  on,  but  without  avail.  At  12  o'clock  I 
sentnn  officer  witli  a  dispatch  to  Captain  Reynolds.  Continued  to  work 
ing  stall  out  of  the  ship  until  9,  oi  half  past,  at  which  tame  the 
water  was  above  Hie  berth  deck  on  uie  starboard  side.  Blustered  all 
the  people  in  the  boats  and  came  ashore  on  thin  island,  as  it  was  so 
rougp  we  could  not  longer  work  our  boats,  and  as  the  ship  was  tilling 
could  not  stay  aboard.  I  went  to  me  ship  again  at  11  oclocl 
high  water;  found  she  had  not  changed  her  position  in  the  least,  and 

i    Mill  oi  water. 

Captain  Davis,  of  she  La/rkvpwi  reported  today  at  I  <>  He 

can  render  ua  bo  assistance  whatever  on  the  ship,  is  the  tide  ebbs  and 
flows  in  her.     She  is  so  embedded  in  the  sand  thai  ahedoee  not  m 
at  any  time  of  lade.     She  is  heeled  bo  much  thai  aer  starboard  guns 
and  bulwarks  are  entirely  under  at  high  water.    At  low  tide  ther 
about  6  feet  of  water  alongside.     1  do  not  believe  the  Bhip  can  now  lw 

gO(  otl  without  the  use  of  steam  puums  and  a  ve-M-I  alongside  to  keep 

her  afloat.    The  vessel  commenced  filling  at  about  half  flood,  or  when 

the  tide  had  risen  'i  or  8  feet  above  tin ppor  on  the  starboard  side. 

She  has  never  thumped  or  rolled,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  to 
leak;  do  not  believe  there  k  a  tmioer  or  sheet  .of  eopp  We 

i  everything  that  can  be  saved  with  our  boats,  excepl  her  I 
broadside  guns,  anonorej  and  chain  Theai  perhapi  might  be  aved 
with  suitable  scows,  but  as  the  ship  is  heeled  over  so  much  do  not 
know  as  it  could  be  done  there — certainly  not  unless  the  water  is  per- 
fectly smooth.  Wq  unbent  all  (he  sails  and  siting  the  Parrn 
ready  for  hoisting  into  the  boat  'In-  morning,  but  the  weather  is  so 
tough  we  can  not  do  so  tin.-  tide.  As  soon  as  I  get  the  rifle  :ish<uv 
Will  try  and  gl  I  hi  P  spars  down.      I  do  not  believe  the  ship  will  break 

up  or  change  bar  poaition,  but  burj  becseli  in  the  -and. 

Captain  Davis  has  gone   up  the  Ashepoo  to  take  the  ordnance  and 

ofh'  i  out  of  the  schooner,  us  she  waa  loaded  so  deep  we  could 

not  keep  her  down  here  in  this  rough  weather,  shall  till  the  Lark* 
spvr  up  with  paymi  ind  dispatch  bei  to  Port 

UoyaJ  at  onct  ■  Shall  keep  a  double  crew  on  board  the  schooner  for 
blockading  purposes,  and  keep  a  strong- picket  force  on  the  upper 
pari  land.    We  keep  our  rifles  and  small  arms  loaded,  ready  to 

defend  ourselves  in  case  of  attack.     We  consider  ourselves  perfectly 

Safe,  and  have  provisions  for  twenty  or  thirty  da\s. 

With  the  schooner,  launch,  and  howitzer,  together  with  our  riflemen, 
shall  do  the  beat  blockade  duty  we  can  until  further  ord 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  C.  Don 

dlruj. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Coinmandlh  Allan  to-  Blockading  Spuadroiu 
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l".  S.  Shii-  Ykkmont, 
lWt  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <  ■■  April  >.  ?&£ 
Bib:  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  la-t  letter  from  Captain 

Dotoh,  of  tin-  bark   h'in^p'x/h  r.  and    as    lie    now  ha-   a   -i  hooner  With  B 
powerful  -team  pump  on  board.  Bod  :i  Bteam  derrick,  he  has  sutlicient 

means  to  gel  the  vessel  afloat  if  she  .-an  be  got  off  at  all. 
v  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  Reynolds. 
flotrun <//)'/>■/.  Gun  '  !>.pot. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

•g  South  Athmtk'  Blockading  squadron-. 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Master  Dutch.  U.  B.  Navy,  late  commanding  U.  8.  bark 

Kingfisher. 

r.  s.  8.  Oleavdbb, 

At  Sea,  April  7.  m 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  in  detail  the  facta  in  regard  to 
tin-  loss  of  the  U«  S.  bark  KhujHxh.-r.     1  <>u  on  the    18a  March 

in  relation  to  the  order  of  R  sin)  Dahlgren,  No.  90,  date  I 

man  L9,  requiring  nil  vessels  on  inside  blockade  to  goouf  sod  keep 
underway  du rin f  the  night  until  such  tin  u-oedo  eould  In- 

structed, etc.  1  stated  thai  the  situation  of  St.  Helena  Harbor  was 
such  that  we  could  neither  go  out  nor  keep  underway  inside  with 
safety;  that  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  and  roughness  of  the  -  thai 

with  tuS  almost  constant  working  of  our  anchors,  would  render  a  tor- 
pedo catcher,  ordinarily  constructed,  of  no  trail,  but.  if  yon  desired  I 

FOnld  moor  the  Ship  ID  CoOSaw  Channel,  between  (  'oinbahce  and  I'eli- 
eau  banks,   where  we  eould  guard  and   our  guns  •  i    entrance    to 

Ashcpooaud  other  rivers  quite  as  well  as  where  we  were  then  anch<> 
and  that  we  should   be  safe   from  torpedoes,  as  they  Could  only  bfl 
expected  from  the  mainland  by  Ashcpoo  River. 

Wishing  to  take  every  precaution,  and  get  the  snip  into  tl 
position  possible,  I  decided  to  moor  ner  at  once.  a*,  not  having  regular 
communication  with  you.  it  might  be  two  or  three  weeks  before  your 
instructions  on  the  subject  eould  be  received.  Accordingly,  on  the 
morning  of  the  38th,  at  i»:45,  got  underway  and  stood  down  channel 
miller  topsails,  foresail,  jib,  and  .spanker,  having  all  the  officers  and 
men  tit  their  stations,  a  careful  hand  at  the  lead,  and  al.-o  the  -ehooner 
Wild  Cats  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Nelson,  running  ahead  of  the 
-hip  and  sounding  the  channel,  with  instructions  |-.  let  me  know  if  he 
found  less  than  \  fathoms  water.  The  wind  at  this  time  was  light 
1 1  "in  the  northward  and  eastward,  the  water  smooth,  and  the  ship 
hiving  3  or  4  knots  headway;  tide  about  half  flood.  WS  Carried  from 
4  to  »;  fathoms  water  until  off  the  S.  K,  point  <>f  Otter  bland,  and  the 
black  buoy  on  the  lower  end  of  Oombahee  Hank  bore  shout  s.  by  E. 
600  or  800  yards  distant,  when  we  shoaled  the  water  suddenly,  from  t 
to<JA.  fathoms;  put  the  helm  hard  astarboard;  ship  lulled  very  slov 
Hracedup  after  yards,  hauled  aft  the  spanker  sheet,  and  raised  the  jib 
sheet;  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Nelson  made  a  signal  for  us  to  lull;  at 
next  cast  of  lead  got  3  fathoms,  and  the  second  or  third  east  9£.  and 
before  another  cast  could  be  taken  the  ship  took  liottom  very  lightly. 
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Commenced  falling  off:  to  jgo  ix>rt  anchor  and  paid  oat  5  or  «  fatl 
chain  to  preveut  her  bringing  farther  on.  wind  and  tide  being 
beam.     Kun  two  stream  hawsers  astern  and  dropped  anc: 
fathom>  water,  and  tried  to  heave  off  (without  success).     Sounded 
pumps  at  10:80,  found  i-  -rater  in  the  hold:  1 

and  at  11  o'clock.  3  feet.     Started  pumps  and  commenced  clearing 
magazine  at  once,  there  having  been  a  ban  leak  in  the  magazine  weD 
e  I  took  command,  reports  of  which  I  havef-  y  made. 

Continued  working  pumps,  heaving  on  our  hawsers,  and  sending-  mag- 
azine stores  on  boar»i  >oner  Wild  Oat  until  13  m..  whan,  find- 
ing- the  tide  having  us  and  our  anchors  coming  h-  leaving 
ami  put  even- body   to  work  lightening  ship.     Sent  Acting   Knsign 

d  I     Port  Royal  overland  with  a  dispatch  to  Can  tain  Rev  n. 
Bevmggot  all  the  ordnam  on  board  the  .-chooner  that 

could  safely  <un\ .  commenced  lauding  on  Otter  Island.  This  was  very 
-low  and  tedious  work.     Having  at  this  time  a  fre-h  breeze  from 
~.  F...  sea  rough,  and  very  -mall  and  leaky  b  left 

tin-  ship  started  on  side  to  side  t.»  keep  the  -hip  on  an  oven 

keel  as  long  as  possible.  At  1:30  listed  her  a  little  to  starl>oard,  so 
that  she  mitrht  heel  to  leeward:  at  this  time  there  were  85  inch< 
in  the  bold,  and  port  pump  choked;  4  p.  in.  sent  the  carpenter  to 
close  all  air  port-.  After  ne  had  reported  this  done,  told  Ma-ter-at- 
Arm-  Luther  to  examine  them  himself  on  bertli  deck.  The  wardroom 
wa-  •  xamined  by  an  officer,  the  cabin  bv  myself. 

»;  t).  i!i.   I*i  tide  rising,  and  when  the  water  was  1  foot  ah- 

berth-deck  beams  outside  it  vraa  6  or  6  inches  below  them  in  the  hold. 
When  the  water  was  1  foot  or  15  inches  above  the  sheathing,  the  ship 
commenced  filling  very  rapidly,  making  it  impossible  to  work  lonj 
in  the  hold.     I  ordered  me  bertli  deck,  yeoman's  room,  and  arm- 

■  cleared  of  everything  movable,  paid  out  chains  overboard,  and 
buoyed  Hum.  and  Dontinaed  at  work  saving  property  and  lightening 
ship  in  every  pot  ay  until  9  p.  m.,  when  the  gale  was  bo  -tt 

am!  rough    we    wen-    unable    to  work    out  uiv    long 

Mustered  all  hands  in  the  boats,  placing  in  each  boats  lantern,  so  that 
w<-  could  keep  company  and  assist  each  other  in  case  of  accident. 
Landed  onOttei  bland  and  removed  all  the  property  to  a  place  of 
safety,  set  a  guard,  and  all  hands  went  to  supper,    tp  to  this  tuna, 

L0  p.  m..  work  had  not  ceased  for  a  moment   for  rest  or  refreshment. 
\i  i  i  o'clock  I  r-innied  to  the  ship,  it  then  being  marly  high  water. 
She  wa-  lying  on  her  starboard  bilge,  the  starboard  guns  and  bul- 
wark- ii 
On  the  29tb,  »i  5  a.  m.,  sent  Acting  Master  Rhoades  to  the  ship 

•.villi  the  only  two  boatfli  He  slung  tin  Parrott  rifle  and  hoi-ted  it  up 
out  i  with  ;i  few  arti<-k ■-  of  -tores  returned  to  the  island, 

I  S9Dt  the  Bchoooar  Up  A-hepoo  River,  a-  it  \  ough  and  she 

that  she  could  u->\  remain  al  her  anchorage  with  safety; 
i:'  men  on  hoard  oi  bar,  armed  with  rifles  to  protect  her  in  c 
ofatti  [laving  such  large  amount  of  powder  and  loaded  shell  on 

board,  told  Mr,  Nelson  not  to  fire  bis  hownaer  if  be  could  deJ 

•  i  way.     1    kept   Is  men  on  picket    by  night  and  6 
dining  the  day,  on  the  upper  end  oi  Otter  [aland. 

\t  ii  m  the  Both  Btaamer  Lo/rk  n;  ;it  13m.  sent 

her  up  Hi  to  t«ke  the  ordnance  stores  out  of  the  schooner,  con- 

ing  it  dangerous  to  keep  them  in  her  on  Otter  Island. 
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On  the  moriiinjr  <>f  tin-  81st,  ni  0  a.  m.,  launched  nil  boats  and  went 

to  tin-  ship;  brought  on  shore  Parrot!  rifle  Slid  several  loads  ot'  store- 
aud  1 1  i:H  *  - 1  i  ;i  ]  - :  !;'■'."  .-.teatuer  Latkapw  went  t>>  BBR;  -ent  Mr.  Nelson 
as  pilot;  moved   tin-  schooner  down  and  anchored  her  near  the  ship  to 

prevent  anyone  boarding  her  in  out  absence. 

April  I  nil  boats   ".I   men  employed  from  »»  until  IS  m.,  when  it 

ough,  together  with   heavy    rain,  we  could   do    no  more. 

At  11  a.  m.  steamer  Ofamder  April  l'  I  went  off  to  the  ship: 

was  so  strong  from  W.  S.  \V.  could  do  nothing.     On   the  M 

found  the  ship  settling  in   the  sand,  and  so  much  careened  over  that 

the  starboard  guns  were  lmivly  oat  at  low  water;  got  the  Oleander 

alongside  and  put  our  gnus  on  board.     At  6:80  p.  m.  steamer  O.  M. 

I\tt<t,  with  derrick    WaUam  in   tow,  came  to  anchor,  the  wrecking 

oner  Mountain  Bom*  arriving  about  the  same  time*    On  the  4th 

ihc  Wallace  on  the  port  side  of  me  atrip  and  schooner  Mouni 

linns  on  starboard  aide,  with   heavy  purchases  from  mastheads  of 

each,  hoping  to  right  tin-  ship  up  and  pump  her  out.     The  Wallace's 

steam  pump  d  well   for  several  hours  while  the  tide  was  low; 

QOOld  gain  nothing  on  tin-  water  in  the  bold.     The  schooner  could  not 

work  her  pumps,  owing  to  defective  machinery.     Considering  it  my 

duty  to  nss  every  Desna  at  band  Cor  toe  safety  of  the  ship,  chartered 

this  schooner  at  the  rata  of  9260  per  day  for  every  twenty-four  hours 

employed.  Binding  I  could  neither  right  the  -hip  up  nor  pump  her 
out,  ami  that  the  ■ehoonex  COUld   render   us  no  assistance,  discharged 

her  at  L2m.    She  was  alongside  sis  hours;  do  not  consider  her  entitled 

to  atn  compensation,  as  she  could  nol  work  her  machinery.  We  got 
the  rd  chain-,  stream  anchom,  and    hawsers  on  hoard  the  Mai- 

.  and  at  3  p.  tn.  anchored   her  inshore  in   smooth  water.      The  y 
from  S.  B.  WBI   BO  Strong  and   tide  BO  high  cr»uld  do  no  more;  hauled 

up  all  hoiiK     At  >;  p.  iii.  the  tidi  high  as  to  overflow aD  our 

stores  and  materials,  compelling  us  to  remove  them  to  the  highest 
point  OB  the  island.     Some  of  the  paymaster's    stores  stowed  in  huild 
mgs  were  thus  damaged,  and  some  of  the  spars  we  had  taken  ashore 
were  carried  tO  sea. 

.»th.  Strong  gale  from  W.\.\Y.:  launched  all  boats,  and  tried  to  pull 
to  the  ship.  Our  hoats  leaking  budh  .  and  wind  and  tide  so  strong, 
found  we  were  drifting  to  sea;  made  signal-  to  the  steamers  to  pick  as 
up.  Were  towed  to  the  ship  by  the  WaUacsi  stripped  the  ship  of 
everything  except  lower  rigging;  put  all  the  materiat^nchors,  chains, 
etc. — aboard  the  Wallace,  and  .  m.  went  on  board  the  OUatukr 

and  took  off  the  guns.  At  7  p.  m.  sent  BU  officer  overland  with  dis- 
patches t"  Captain  Keynold-s. 

At  5  o'clock,  morninfl  «-f  the  6th,  sent  boat  howitzer  and  7  riflemen 
with  Acting  Ensign  Chapiu  on  board  the  Wallace  to  guard  au<l  pilot 
lier  to  Beaufort,  with  instructions  to  call  on  the  quartermaster  tie  re 
for  a  pilot  to  take  her  to  Port  Uoyal;  removed  all  sails,  stores,  and  ma 

ds,  except  span  and  water  casks,  to  Ottander,    At  .".  p.  m.  Bteatner 
Dai  (/"'">/  arrived;  reported  to  Captain  (  liaplin,  giving  him  full  par* 

ticulars  iii  regard  to  the  A7/o^ />'*/>,/•,  with  all  the  information  I  wawahle 

to  in  regard  to  the  harbor,  rivers,  and  the  locality  of  the  enemy  near- 
est the  station  and  all  points  from  which  danger  could  be  apprehended. 

Was  ordered   by  him   t<>  detail    the  otlieer  whom  I  considered   the  best 

I  and  8  men  escrow  for  the  schooner,  and  take  passage  with  oilici 
and  crew  for  Port  Uoyal  on  the  olnmdcr,  in  compliance  with  which. 
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at  6  a.  in  this  moniing,  transferred  Acting  Ensign  Nelson  And  B  men 

i,,  (i,,-  Dai  Ch&ng.  sent  nil  my  men  and  boats  u>  the  i  tnrned 

i  to  Captain  Chaplin  t!n   schooner  WUd  C"t.  with  tackle  apparel 

and  one  boat,  34-ponnder  howitzer  with  all  tin-  ammunition,  equip- 

mentB,  and  spare  articles,  and  at  10  a,  m.  loft  St.  Helena  Sound  in  tine 

r.  on  board  of  which  I  now  address  von. 

I  woulil  state  that  Captain  Reynolds  promptly  forwarded  from  Port 

Royal  every  assistance  I  asked  for.     My  officers  and  men  were  prompt 

and  energetic  in  their  efforts  to  save  toe  Government  property,  ice 

more  or  leas  of  their  personal  effects.     I  believe  that  everything  has 

been  done  that  could  M  under  the  circinn-tanc'-s  to  save  the  -hip.  her 

armament,  stoves,  and  material,  and  it'  any  blame  or  censure  can  be 
attached  to  anyone  for  this  misfortune  it  most  rest  entirely  upon 
myself. 

I  respectfully  request  that  a  court,  of  enquiry  be  ordered  to  in 
gate  the  facte  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  .ship. 

I  urn.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant . 

.John  C.  Dutch. 
biing  MasUr.  Com/* 
( lommodore  S.C.  Rowan, 

A'lantw Blockading  Squadr- 


Joint r&  '"■■■  t"  t  % r',.-.-.-.. .  and  CbUeton 

Report  of  Lieatenint-Commander  Stone,  IT.  S.  N»vy,  commanding  U.  I.  S.  Chippti 

U,    a    S.    ClIIITF.WA. 

Port  Royal,  s.  a,  Uatrch  u.  JS04. 
Sin:  Agreeable  to  previous  arrangement,  I  Lr<>t  underway  thismora* 

in;/,  bavins  onboard  100  men  from  tlie  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  ft 

i.  under  command  of  Colonel  [Joshua  B.]  Howell,  and  proceeded 

on    a    reeonnois-ann-.    n  company    with    the    picket    tugboal    ThamaA 

Foutkei.  to  Checbessee  and  Colleton  rivers.    At  the  mouth  of  the  Col- 
leton Rivera  few  nun  were  landed  to  search  the  houses  on  one  of  the 

Seabrook  plantations,  after  leaving  which,  and  while  proceeding  up 

the  river,  we  weiv  fired    iijhui  from  the  WOOdt    bank  On  tlie  port    hand 

by  thee  iflemeiL     rhe  tire  was  immediately  returned  by  grape, 

CanisteT,  and  .shell,  and    I    i<;jnl    t"   »t:ite   that    tWO   Of  OUr  men  W 
wounded,  one  Bliffhtly,  tin-  other  severely,  in  the  ami.      \W  found  no 

tractions  or  indications  of  batteries  as  Ear  as  we  went,  which  I 
god  to  have  been  about  10  miles.     Neither  did  we  see  more  than 
men  in  one  body.     The  usual  picketand  signal  stations  were  seen  at 
the  commanding  point-. 

I  am  satisfied   that,  there  are  no  obstructions  in  the  Colleton  River 
except  at  points  too  high  up  for  this  vessel  to  be  curried  with  safety 
or  efficiency. 
Accompanying  please  find  surgeon's  repm-t  of  grounded. 
pectfully,  your  onedienl  servant, 

Edward  K.  Stoot. 
L>  r.  8,  A 

Commodore  S   (     Rowan, 

mdg,  ot  Atlantic  BQtdg.  8qvadronproUrA.^offOhari^9ton, 
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(".  8.  8.  Chippewa, 
;  Boyal,  S.  >'..  Um\  '864. 

Sik:  T  have  to  report  the  following  as  a  list  <>f  the  casualties  occur- 
ring to-day.  in  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy  on  the  Chechessec  luver, 
\  ]■/.: 

Michael  Gorman,  coal  heaver,  gunshot  wound  of  left  arm;  very 
slight. 

Eil ward  Beeves,  Brat-class  boy  (colored),  gunshot  wound  of  left  arm, 
mar  the  shoulder,  passing  through  and  grazing  the  humerus,  making 
quite  a  serious  flesh  wound. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

II.  L.  Gibbs, 
Acting  AaBtetant  Su/rgeon* 
ronant-Comraander  E.  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippeiea. 


Report  of  Colonel  Way,  C.  B.  Army,  commanding  mb-diitriet. 

Headquabtebs  Habdeeville  Sub- District. 

Man/'  82,  J864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 

general  commanding,  that  sit  11  o'clock  to-da\  one  gunboat  and  a  tug 

led     p  the  Colleton  River  us  fax  as  me  upper  end  of  Sprint 

island.    Stopping  first  at  Seabrookta  .settlement,  tney  lauded  a  small 

party,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitei ing",       Chfl      >  ond 

one  l  there  fired  upon  them,  with  wlmt  effect  is  pot  known. 

The  party  returned  1"  i;  ifter  having  stolen  a  gun,  a  saddle. 

and  BOme  clothing   belonging   to  Mr.   < 'rowell.     1  ordered   Colonel 

Johnson'!  oai  ilrj    lows  immediately,  but  before  they  could  reach  the 

spot  the  bouts  had  returned. 

Tho  enemy  have  been  ivronnoitering  Foot  Poinl  and  it-  viriniiv  for 

the  last  I  wo  or  three  days,  usually  in  small   boats,  and  may  possibly 

intend  landing  there  in  force.    The  general  commanding  is  fully  aware 

the  utter  impracticability  of  holding  Foot  Poinl  should  the  enemj 

design  occupying  it  in  force.     If  any  thing  serious  is  meant   bj  these 

inoveiienis.  tln-ir  iniint  urn  mast  \n   -imply  to  land  and  hoJdthe  i 
tiou  ji>  a  base  upon  the  mainland.     The  general  commanding  inav  rely 
upon   my  using  all   the   means   at   my  disposal  to  prevent  ami  thwart 
their  designs,  and  upon  my  giving  him  prompt  information  in  regard 
to  anything  which  may  occur. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C 1 1. mi i. ton  IT.  Wax, 
Colonelj  CwMitanding  Svh-I)i*irirt.. 

Captain  Jams  Lowndes, 

Asttixtunt  A'ljuta/U-  (itiicral. 
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vtmtL 

BMfcm. 

Hi-murks. 

North  on  special  *>rrlce. 

Very  respectfully, 

8.  C.  Rowan. 
Con.  ■>/>/.  South  Afhihiic  Blockading 


terof  OommodoTi  Rowan,  U,  8,   Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
I .  Sf.  Navy,  commanding  f .  s.  s.  /;,,„•</,   M  .  t<>  proceed  to 

blockade  duty  »jf  (  nj,.    /,' 

FLAOsinp  New  Ibomxdi 
(>f  Morris  fife  Afc 

Sue.   V'mi  will  proceed  with  the  ham  under  your command  to 

Gape  Ronmin  una  blockade  the  principal  channel,  which  runs  by  the 
light-bouse. 
Vim  will  anchor  jonr  vessel  sis  near  the  light  -house  as  safety  will 

permit  and.  when  opportunity  offers,  you  will  re« noitei  the  bland 

mi  which   the  light- 1 1  taking  care  that  you  do  Dot  land,  unless 

Bare  ol  bo  resistance. 

ReepeotfuDy,  four  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan. 
Acting  Master  JOBS   Collins,  Jr.. 

ndmg  U,  -s'.  8chc>s"r  <>'■  •>'</.  Mavgha 


Letter  from  the  Secretary of  the  Navy  to  th.    feretory  of  War,  <"t 
ing  th>  transfer  of  seamen  am  th.  Army. 

Navy  Departmknt.  April  4-  21 
Sir:  The  Department  i«  informed  that,  thin-  arc  many  experienced 

seamen  ifi  Major-General  (iilliiiore's  command  who  an*  anxious  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Navy  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress.  If  such  a 
transfer  could  be  effected  tin -re,  it.  would  be  of  great  .public  advan- 
tage. The  Navy  Department  will  be  compelled  to  send  Beamen  to  the 
n'-v.t.i1  blockading  squadrons, and  if  mariner-  can  be  transferred  from 
thr  military  forces  in  the  vicinitv.  transportation  b.>ih  w:i\h  will  be 
saved  thereby,  as  well  as  time,  which  Is  v.r\  essential  If  LO00  sea- 
men can  be  transferred  from  General  Gillmore'ti  command  to  the  South 
Atlantic  Squadron,  that  number  will  be  regarded  as  l.oou  of  the  1-jjmo 
to  lie  transferred. 

Very  respectfully, 

Giokon  Welles. 

Sewttory  »fth,  Ifooy, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretory  of  War. 


>2 
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Report  of  Commodore  Rowan y  I  .  S.  Navy,  tni  >n  report  r?n- 

hi(j  <l  .         ,    ,  ,  ,ti„ii  received 

No    li'-i.)  Flaoshii'  New  Irmxsii 

Off  Morri*  Island.  J. 
Siu:  I  forward  herewith,  fur  the  information  of  the  Departme 
copy  of  u  coiiiiiMinicuti"ri  received  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Gib- 
-iM.  together  nitfa  ■  syvn  if  information  received  f rum  tin-  ten 

deserters  named  therein,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  C  Rowah, 
('■■■  ■  <  »mdg.  South 

Hun.  (iii>ho.\  Wki.lks, 

■!  qftK  X-"'i/,  W'i*f>!>iijt<»t.  I).  O. 

[£nck«ure.] 

D.  8.  S.  Sonoma, 
Stone  Ii>!>t.  Smith  Caroliim,  April .3,  186^. 
Sin:  I  luive  the  honor  to  report  that  ten  deserters  from  Battery 
Pringle,  James  [aland,  on  the  stono  River,  wen-  brought  on  board  by 
our  picket  boa!  yesterday  morauuzahout^o'cli 
A  list  of  these  deserters,  with  the  names  of  tin-  company  and  l>at- 

talion   from  which   they  severally  deserted,  their   places  of    nativity, 

etc,  is  herewith  forwarded. 
Also  memoranda  of  the  Information  obtained  from  them,  which  .vill 

uiid  to  he  important. 
The  Information  which  1  expected  to  obtain  by  reconnoitering  the 
Stono  River,  a  mile  <>r  two,  [and]  LegarcYille.  has  been  ^ven  bj  chest 
people,  and  I  reneraJ  Schmimelfennig  -rates  to  me  that  itiscorroborut'  >i 
from  other  eonrcee.  1  bare,  however,  had  the  river  dragged  as  far 
up  ms  Paul  QrimbaJPs  plantation  without  finding  any  torpedoes. 
I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  (iinsnN, 
LimtU  mander  and  Senior  Officer  l*res<  n 

Conmn  G,  Rowan, 

o  South  At la  tide  Blockading  Sound/ 
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Mcmurnndn  of  information  derived  from  ilottrlert  rtceitxd  from  llaUery  Pringle,  Ja 
Iriniul,  ■■  «rd  tl«-  0.  &  8,  Sonoma,  April  *,  1864. 

Battery  /'",'//'•.  At  the  bend  of  Stono  River,  above  Torn  Grim- 
bjill's  plantation,  on  left  bank  of  the  rtver;  contains  s  guns,  viz.  1 
X  inch  columbiad,  l   8-inch  oolumbiad,  2  8-inch  navy  sheer  gun 
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32-pound-  i     smoothbore,    navy.    I    4ii-|K)iiiul«r    rifled    (old    nary   gun 

reamed  out  and  banded),  l  88-nounder  rifled. 
Hattery  Tynm.—  On  same  side,  same  rivi t.  but  above  Pringle;  con* 

>  gllBS,  1 1« -:i  \  y  one.-. 
Ili'i.-  LB  a  small  earthwork  In-low  Pringle;  contains  no  nine; 
mi  i  titliwork  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  near  Paul  Ghrimball'a;  no 

Torpedo  Ifoat-n. — Several  in  Dumber;  one  of  these,  iboat  six  weekl 
ago,  came  into  the  Stouo  and  remained  a  few  daya  near  Batter;  1'rin- 
g£e;  then  vent  back  to  Charleston,  ox  rather  up  tin-  Btono  (this  \a 

about  tin-  time  of  the  attack  upon  the  -'A  mphit  id  i.i  i  '  'i 

in  Storw. — Norm-,  a*  yet,  hut  tin-  rebels  are  buildinga 
bridge  across  the   river  to  John's  Island.      It   is  panly  finished  from. 

either  aide;  foundation  of  pflee;  bridge  rabstaotaal. 

fer,  February  i>.  186%.— M ousted  on  Moultrie  tare,  in  oaaeXQate, 
9  X-itu-h  oolnmofaoa,  I  4&-pounder  rifled  (probabh  Brooke  gun).  On 
the  face  toward  the  city.  I  ::-j  poundex  rifled  (old  gtu  reamed  and 
banded).  Impounder  howitaer,  I  1 9 pounder  howitzer,  mounted  every 
night  «ni  the  parapet  and  taken  doa  D  in  day. 

/•'fi/   Ji'tj/l>i/  (one    week    sinee).  -    A    square   fort,  70  feet   by  Tt)  feet; 

angle-  toward  sumterand  Charleston;  mounts  2~guna,  vis,  i  X-in.h 

eolumhiad.  1  S-ineh  eolumhiad  (en  barhette).  The  fort  is  htiilt  on 
piles,  and  the  foundation  is  weak,  tiarrisou.  al.uut  »55  men.  The 
guns  can  be  tired  in  either  direction.  The  fort  is  not  ironelad;  walls 
are  of  palmetto  logs,  tilled  in  with  bricks  and  stone;  altogether  about 
L6  feet  thick. 

(  Tiariatton,  — No  guns  whatever  bet  men  Fort  John- 
son and  Wappoo  (_'nt ;  sonn*  eai  thworks. 

ChapUston. — Better;  Ramsay,  on  White  Point,  7  gnu  ; 
on  Cooper  River  side.  5  guns,  viz.  1  XI  inch  gun,  4  columbiads  (heavy); 
on  Ashley  River  Bide,  9  X  inch  ooltunbjeds. 

River.  —  At  Frazier's  wharf.  1  000-poundef  Blakely.      Foot 
of  Laurens  street,  two  batteries:  In  one.  2  columbiads;  in  other,  i, 
and  perhaps  more. 
As/,/,//  t&wer.    Foot  of  Tradd  street,  at  Chisolnrfe  Mills.  J  X-in<-h 

OOlumbiads:   no  batteries  On  south  side  Of  Ashley. 

obstruction*. — One  row  of  piles  between  middle  ground  to  north 
side.  These  are.  plainly  enough  \  isihle  from  Fort  Ripley  to  be  counted 
without  nee  <>f  a  glass. 

No  obstructions  whatevei  except  torpedoes  between  middle  ground 
Bonta  side;  channel  otherwise  entirely  dear  on  mainShipChan 

No    obetruOtiOBfi    Whatever    in    either  Cooper  or  Ashley    rivers.      In 

Aahiej  Es  the  Savannah  Railroad  bridge,  and  just  above  it  is  the  Long 
Bridj 

Ironclad*.—  Three;  two  that  can  be  used,  one  undergoing  repairs;  a 
third  launched,  but  not  plated,  and  without  machinery,  boflera  h 
put  in.    Tba  oral  two  are  built  like  the  Atfdntoj  the  last  is  lil 
frigate,  her  plating  to  be.  4  mchec 

Ho  >,,„/?,.     Several  cigar- shaped;  small  funnel,  about  90  ; 
feet  long;  can  1h-  sunk  nearly  under  water. 

Very  respectfully, 

William  Gibson, 

Lieuttiuiitt-('oinmuii(Ur  and  Saiit/r  Ojficer  Prevent. 
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Rep/if  ,,/'  /i 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  6,  IS64. 

Sib:  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  reesipl  of  your  communication 
enclosing  a suggestion  made  to  tin-  l><partment  thai  small  stean 
with  ■  calcinm  light  would  in  ••  tectiritj  of  our  vessels  agi 

the  rebel  torpedo  boats. 

A  calcium  tight  is  always  kept  in  01  ><•  ration  on  board  the  Iromidoa, 
unli--  there  bei  good  moonlight.     I  intended  also  to  mount  one  on 
each  monitor;  die  trial  was  dmb  on  one  of  thorn,  hut  not  oootini 
beeauM  the  commanding  officer  thought  it  a  disadvantage. 

After  :i  close  observation  of  the  one  in  use.  I   think  it  probable  that 

the  small  angle  al  which  the  raye  strike  the  water  detracts  from  its 

nc\  . 

Small  steamers  are  always  kept  in  motion  in  advance  ol  the  pickfil 
monitor*.  As  many  as  <i\  have  been  on  <!uty  in  a  single  night,  besides 
a  Dumber  of  pick  -.  making  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  an j  ob 

on  the  water  to  escape  them  unnoticed;  which  is  confirmed  by  the 
thai  the  efforts  of  bub  rebels  were  directed  againBl  the  //>< 

which  was  nut  in  the  open  sea.  while  the  monitors  were  inside  the  har, 

within  range  of  rebel  batteries  and  infinitely  of  more  consequence. 

If  ant  of  these  torpedo  I  mid  elude  the  pickets,  the}  will  be 

UB  Settings  in  the  vieinit\  of  the  1 

There  is  no  remedy  for  the  outside  endsett  except  to  be  kept  COS 
stantly  underway,  and  I  should  pursue  the  same  DOUTBe  I  iffa  the 

monitoi  a,  but  it  is  tnrooseibls  at  night  in  channels  lined  witli  dangei 
BhoaLs  and  heavy  Iwti 

With  an  tocroaaod  numbered  steam  togs  and  some  torpedo  boats 
like  those  of  the  rebels,  added  to  the  measures  already  taken,  I  should 
feel  no  apprehension  whatever  from  this  base  style  of  rebel  warfare. 

I  have  the  OOnOT  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1  \. ..   A.    1 1\!!I  oi:i.\. 

Boot-Admiral^  Oomdg.  South  AUoniic  Blockading  Squad* 

lion,  tii nKi in  Wkllks, 

<iyoft/»  X'.,.    Washington,  D.  C. 


Bopprt  '•/  /  .   / .    n.   Navy, 

(.    ■  ■  ■/  raconn  May  /•'■  ■'■ 

',  April  7,  180 '4 

U.  S.  S.  Chippewa. 
Part  Royal,  s.  r  .  Apt  ■  ;. 

Sib:  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  proceeded  on  a  1 
sum  e  up  May  l.'i  ompanied  by  Colonel  Howell,  who  had  with 

him  men  of  the  Eighty  -fifth  Pennsylvania  Regi- 

ment on  board  of  th  boats  Thomas  Foulkes  and  Croton,    On 

arriving  a<  the  deserted  plantation  of  .ruins  Kirk,  and  within  a  rmk 
of  the  town  of  Blnflton.  s  landing  was  effected  and  the  pickets  driven 
in.  after  an  exchange  of  ■  few  muskel  Bhots  and  two  or  three  from 
Mo-pounder  Dnhlgrcu  ride  of  this  ship.     Having  found  that  there  were 
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no  obstruct  i' mi-  in  tin  nver,  and  that  the  enemy  warn  not  in  force  at 
or  near  Bloifton,  wo  retui  m-d  to  mir  nighl   .hi 
Respectfully.  y<»ur  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  E.  Stone. 
l/futenant- Comma i«l<r.   !'.  S.  Navy. 

Command i  or  Wu,  Reynolds. 

Coin /muni  iti'i  BTaVOi  Sfatt^n,   Port  L'  ('. 


Report  of  Acting  Matter   G%lleypie\    V.   S.  Navy,  com  u>  and  nig  U.  S. 
Dark  tii  ■■■>g  flu  d<#t ruction.  ofa> 

R>  '117,1864. 

U.  S.  Bark  Biuzii.if.ua. 
St.  Andrea'*  Sound,  I  ■•  ryw,  J///v7  /.;.  (86i. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  tin-  7th  instant  I  took  the  guard  boat  up  the 
Satilla  River  and  Destroyed  i  sawmill  known  m  the  IVnniman's  Mills, 
Bitnated  '2.1  miles  from  the  Bound;  toe  buildings  were  need  as  ■  picket 
station,  ami  men  were  at  work  (AittiBg crosci  pieces  fore  railway.  We 
landed  cautiously  and  effected  our  purpose.  Alter  exchanging  a  few 
shots  with  the  rebels  they  withdrew,  giving  as  full  sway. 

Vr  r.  s.  s.  Oleander  I  Band  to  Port  Royal  two  contrabands  that 

Mped  from  I  he  main  on  the  llilh. 

1  bai  e  the  honorto  remain,  your  very  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

W.   T.    (ilLLKSPIE. 

Acting  Master,  Com  ig. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan. 


L<ll,r  fnah  1h.    Sn-nfari/  of  flu  Navy  to  the  SeWei  War,  request- 

ing U  vy'/<  nl  ran. v 

of  teamen  ■-■  ■  tin-  Aran/. 

Navy  Department.  April  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  nth  instant,  informing  me  that,  as  suggested  in  BiT  letter  of  the 
lth  instant.  Major  (ieiieiul  (iillmore  had  boon  instructed  to  transfer 
1,000  Beamen  from  hfs  command  to  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Tlio  1 1 1 •  < - « — it \  f<.r  t •  mi. ■  1 1  in  r 1 1«-  w  est  ( « uii'  sm i ad  ron,  commanded 
by  Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragnt,  whose  headquarters  are  at  New 
('iii mi-,  i-  bj  great  as  the  Sooth  -Atlantic  Squadron,  and  a  similar 
transfer  of  1,000  seamen  from  the  Department  of  the  Gull  to  the 

squadron  there  would   promote  the  public  service.     Cost  of  transpor- 
ii  would  be  saved,  also  much  time.      I  have  therefore  I  he  honor  to 

request  that  such  a  transfer  may  be  made,  the  Dumber  transferred  to 
be  credited  to  the  12,000  to  be  transferred  from    the  Army  to   the 

Navy. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Report  >•/ ,)  .  r.  s.  Efooy,  oe  Una  U.  £  S. 

'"Ue  and  escape  of  a  schooner  of  ( 
fe»,  .1, 

I     S.  S.  Sweet  Hkikk, 
off  Charter  1,1864. 

Siu:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 
At  0  p.  in..  April  9.  1  weighed  anchor  and  stood  to  the  northward 
Bastward  ti ut M  ihf  buoy  on  tin   iveel   end  of  Ba&tlesn&ke  Shoal 
\.  EL  ii\  v.  distant  about  rone  half  mile,  and  Breach  Inlet  N.W.. 
miles.     I   thru    ino&ored,    veering   to   96    fathoms  of  chain,  and 
ched  buoy  ropes,  ready  tor  dipping.    At  the  time  there  was  a 
strong  breeze  from  the  southward,  and  qnite  b  heavy  sea. 

At  '.'  p.  in.  disi  a  i  vessel  to  the  southward  and  westward,  which 

appeared  to  be  Bonding  to  the  eastward  under  aaiL  I  immediately 
called  nil  hands  t"  quarters,  fired  ii  rocket  to  the  eastward,  burned  No. 

-ton,  and  slipped  the  chain. 

I'll.-  I '.  S.  S.  Uaffadil,  which  had  been  at  anchor  to  the  westward. 
stood  within  hail,  und  I  informed  tin-  captain  that  a  Bohoonor  had 

sed  <nit  and  was  standing  to  the  eastward.    The   DoffodU  then 
started  in  chase.     As  soon  as  we  were  clear  <>f  dim-  chain,  I  stood  »• 
passing  to  the  southward    Off  the  Daffodil  and   losing  sight  of  her  in 
about  fifteen  minutes.      When  the  schooner  j  the  eastward  of 

this   vessel   we  losl  Sight  Of  her  on  account  of  the  durk.  hea\  \  cloudfl 

in  that  direction. 

After  stand  I  about  twenty  minutes  I  was  obliged  to  steer  more 

to  the  southward  in  order  to  clear  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  fori  had 
i  tiI  v  'l'i  fathoms  of  water.  As  soon  BS  1  was  clear  of  the  shoal  I  steel  ed 
N.  r^.  K.,  passing  within  hail  of  the  l\  s.  s.  Winona  and  informing 
them  tlint  ,i  BohooneT  had  passed  lfuf  to  The  eastward. 

After  passing  the  Winona  I  stood  N.  Bi  by  N.  about  one-half  hour, 
but  could  scr  Dothing  of  the  schooner;  then  headed  the  vessel  bade 

toward  the  station,  [n  about  fifteen  minutes  after  making  the  signal 
I  repeated  it.     It  is  ay  opinion  that  as  soon  as  the  schooner  was  out 

of  .sight  of  this  vessel  she  headed  to  the  northward.  BTOSsing  tile  Rat- 
tlesnake Shoal  near  the  western  end.  ami  then  kept  close  to  the  shore 
until  clear  of  the  blockading  fleet 

1  think  the  schoouer  was  between  800  and  BOO  tons,  and -had  no  top- 
mast up. 

I  think  the  schooner  nuiM  have  come  out  of  the  North  or  Swash 
Channel. 

I  am.  vi ■: >  1 1 'spcctfully.  your  obedient servant, 

J,  D.  Dexter, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding  ('.  S.  8.  Sweet  Brier. 

( 'aptain  .1.  F.  (iKki 

ndg.  I .  S.  S.  (.'•tinnx/iiitp'.i.  Senior  Officer  (hit-side  the  Bar. 


Report  of  Cominodor>  Rowan,  /'.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  abstract  of 
i"j  i  receive  ibands. 

Flagship  Ntkw  Ironside, 

\  ISO i. 
Sra:  I   herewith  enclose,  for  the  fa!  •)  of  the  Department, 

abstract  of  Information  received   from  a  contraband  refugee  (i 
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Bryan),  who,  in  company  with  two  othoi  contraband  taken  on 

board  of  the  U.  S.  6.   Sonoma,  In  the  Stono,  on  the  night  of  the  1 1th 
Instant,  having  been  picked  up  by  one  01  the  guard  i*>ats  of  tliat 
el. 

Two  of  those  men  (Tony  Bryan  an  I    \l.ses  Brynn)  arc  house  ear 
punters  hy  trade,  ami  all  of  them  have  been  Bhippcd  as  tirst  class  h 
on  the  U.  S  sloop  John  A  .juent  detail. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  Bow  AN, 
Cornm*  South  AUamtic  Rlockadiny  ■*. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  qf  thi  Zraey,  Wasi  .  D.  C. 

[EorlrjMilT.] 

New  Ironsides.  April  11.  186^. 

Moses  Bryan,  contraband,  is  a  boose  carpenter  by  trade      Left  his 

trade  in  January  last,  since  when  he  n  employed  on  the  side* 

wheel  transport  irhich  vessel  is  employed  in  carrying  troops, 

shoot  900  troops  at  ■  tame,  wno  go  from  (  a  to 

(jointer,  Somter  to  Moultrie.  Moultrie  to  Mount.  Pleasant,  firom  Mount 
Pleasant  to  (  liarleston. 

There  are  sometime-  as  many  a-  5<>0  men  in  Sumter. 

They  have  not  tilled  tlie  I  .oiler  torpedoo  .since  the  Occupation  Of  Mor- 
ris Island  by  the  United  States  foi 

There  are  about  900  troops  in  Charleston.  Detachments  were  sent 
to  Richmond  and  Florida  is  Efebrni  March. 

Was  at  Castle  Pinckney  on  Friday  istlii.  They  are  putting  sand  and 
rocks  aronnd  it  on  the  outside  of  the  walls,  increasing  their  thickness 
about  4  fa  i 

The  rope  obstructions  were  made  of  net  ted  Pi  ipe,  which  was  anchored 
_r  with  the  tide. 

Has  seen  two  smitll  torpedo  l.oat.s  and  one  large  one.  1  .".< >  feet  lone. 
winch  carries  three  guns;  has  a  hole  in  her  bow  in  order  to  tire  a  gun 
under  the  water. 

One  of  the  small  torpedo  boats  sank  on  Saturday.  9th,  and  they  v    I 
trying  to  gel  her  up  at  Chisohn's  wharf.     Smokestack  i>-  ■[  feet   hi 
painted  white. 

S.  C.  Row  as. 


Abstract  log^  U.  S.  schooner  T.  A.  UV7.  Acting  Master  Bah 

U.   S.  Navy,  COwnunnl/ng, 

April  1 .,'.  1S64. — At  5  a.  m.  discovered  a  strange  steamer  bearing 
north  and  apparently  aground.  Sent  tirst  and  second  cutters  t«>  her 
assistance.    At  5; 46  I'.  6  9   8outl  I  sent  three  boats  to  the 

same  vessel.     At  7: 45  a.  m.  the  tirst.  and  second  cutters  returned  to 
the  South  Carolina  with  25  prisoners  from  the  strangi  or,  which 

proved  to  be  the  English  steamer  AEianoe,  of  and  from  Nassau  and 
hound  to  Savannah,  with  a  contraband  cargo  on  hoard.  At  8:30  a.  in. 
Bret  and  second  cotten  returned  to  the  prixe  Bteamer  Affiance,  At 
.  -cut  the  gig  with  15  men  to  assist  in  lightening  the  prize  steamer 
in  order  to  get  her  afloat,  she  being  aground. 
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R- port  '  of 

Acting  Vol  boa,  1 .  8.  Ung  tfu 

eaptom  of 

V .  S.  8lHP  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  <\.  Ajn  ftf. 

SflU  I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Acting- Volunteer  Lieutenant 
K. -unison  of  tin-  capture  <>t'  (2m  steamer  Alliance. 

Immediately  upon  (he  receipt  erf  khie  I  sent  the  tog  P>ttit,  to  his 
assistance  throogfi  Skull  Greek 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Keyvolds, 
Commander,  Commanding  Naval  uspot. 

Commodore  S.  G  Rowan, 

Commanding  South  AUan  t  ic  Blorh  <■ 

[Enck»ure».J 

U.  S.  S.  SOUTH  Carolina, 
Tyb*  Roade,  April  /.;,  1S6J^ 
Sir:  I  very  respectfully  report  the  capture  by  this  vessel  and  ih< 
U.  8.  schooner  Thoma*    I.  Ward  of  the  steamer  AB/kmee^  of  and  froj 

Njiks.hu. 

The  AUianpa  left  Nassau  on  tin*  Tth  of  April,  ran  ashore  on  Dau- 
ruslde  Island  on  the  night  of  the  nth.  was  taken  possession  of  by  our 
ou  the  morning  or  the  ISth. 

Bloat  of   the   even.  SB    in  all.  including   the   captain,  mates,  ami 
engineers,  are  now  on  board  this  vessel. 

The  pilot,  with  live  or  six  men,  escaped  in  boat-. 

The  manifest  and  other  papen  wen- .  i ; - -» r.  »\  .•<  1  hy  tlie  captain. 
The  tonnage,  sooording  to  bar  register,  ia  84S  tons. 
Have  been  at  work  discharging  the  coal  and  heavy  cargo  to  li 
her. 

Have  made  every  exertion  to  get  her  off   the    last    two  tides,  and 

think  we  shall  rooceed  i<>-da» . 

Hei  cargo  OOnaOSts  Of  cases  (contents  unknown),  coils  of  rope,  »":qi. 

liquors,  glass,  and  salts. 

Have  had  a  large  force  of  men  constantly  at  work  on  her  since  t In- 
capture. 

When  she  was  first  hoarded,  found  wises  and  bottles  <»f  li.j 
about  the  deck  in  all  directions, 

Very  respectfully.  \onr  obedient 

Wm.  YY,  Kennison, 

ActitHj    Vol  .  r>ant,    < 


/../.'.     ,-....  'inorr.    f.    S.  Army,  I"  dord 

Rowans   U.  S,  No  ?'•"■<■.  for  St 

h'i 

Headquarters  Department  of  tiik  South, 

EOion  Head,  S.  C.  April  //,.  /,?&$. 
My  Dear  Sir:  In  view  of  the  diminished  force  to  be  left  on  Folly 
and  Morris  islands.  I  deem  it  necessary  to  request  that  a  strong  naval 
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force  be  kspf  in  the  Stono.     One  gun  boat  ought   to  Im>  kept  iii   Folly 
River.  Dear! j opposite  the  Campbell  bouse.     I  would  think  that  three 
gunboats  frnaaiaers)  inside  of  81000  Bar  would  guffioe, 
I  have  also  t<»  request  thai  the  Gommodort    K  Donough  be  replaced 

by  another  light-draft   gunnceri    inside  Light -I  louse  Inlet.      I  will  try 
and  get  to  see  you  in  a  day  or  two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedb  nt  servant, 

Q.    A.   (rll.LMOBE, 

Maj"t'-(r-  ••  mff. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan. 

C'omdg.  South  Atlantic.  BUkJkaeUng  Sguadron,  off  Charleston. 


RjM,rt  of  Aetiriu  S.  Navy*  giving 

n  received /nan  deserters. 

I".  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Tyhm  Roads,  .1/  ■  t8$4. 

Sib:  I  Vttry  respectfully  report  that  the  prise  steamer  Affiants  made 

B  short  run  up  the  rivi  toward  Port  Pulaski  tlllfl  afternoon  to  try  her 

engines.     Acting  Second   Lflsfstant  Engineer  .1.  II.  Rowe,  in  charge  oi 

engineer's  department  ol  thu  vessel,  reports  thai  the  engines  worked 

very  well,  one  on  high  pressure  the  other  on  low. 

While  at  the  fort,  Acting  .Master  Krederk   F.  Baury,  in  charge  of 
prize,  saw  some  rebel  deserters  that  had  arrived  this  morning  rrom 

Savannah. 

They  Stated  that  the  pilot  of  the  Alii. me-  arrived  at  Savannah  on  the 

12th  with  LQ  men.     They  had  made  up  an  expedition  to  come  down  last 

night  and  attempt  to  capture   the  Altiana*.     One   of  the   deserters 

belonged  to  the  mm  (the  Sovafmah)',  she  is  plated  with  iron  4  inches 

ik:  in  shape  she  is  like  the  Atlanta,  has  a  crew  of  130  men,  at  times 

have  exercise  twice  a  week;  will  steam  8  or  t*  knots.     Two  other 

rams  are  <>n  the  .stocks,  with  engine-,  in.  ready  for  plating;  there  are 

two  small  navy  gunboats  and  two  army  gunboats.      The  naval  force 

istsof  400  men;  the  force  afloat  is  im  li u  command  of  Commodore 

Hunter;  force  inshore  under  Commodore  Tattnall;  Ceneral   Mereer 

commands  the  army  forces,    General  Beauregard's  beedojuarten 

at  Charleston.     No  "David11  boats  are  at  Savannah,  nor  torpedoes, 

host'  sunk   near  the  obstructions,  wdiich  are  strong.     At  St. 

Augusiine  Creek  have  a  sort  tA  sate  that  oan  Im  opened  and  shut. 
The  ram  is  under  command  of  Captain  Pinknev.  oarriee  4  7-inch 
Brooke  rifles.  Then  are  sia  or  eight  launches  belonging  to  the  Navy 
that  will  earn  40  men  each;  have  no  howitzers.    One  schooner  and  one 

SlOOp  are  loading  Wit  In  otl   mi.        They   brought  several  papers;    say  they 

have  plenty  to  eat  and  in  want  of  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W  .  Kf.nmson, 
Acting  r  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Xtvul  I>,j,<>t.  Port  Royal. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

April  16, 186^. 


Name. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

irta.. ..::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do „ 

Wisaahtokon 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Repairing 

Catskill 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

•  Williams 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Repairing,  hospital  ship. 

do 

Southern  station  with  stores. 

•Sailing  vessels. 
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Kim*. 

Sudan. 

Remark*. 

Dft 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Con              '  bmdff.  Sou              Ho  Blkdg.  Squadron*  ad  inUt 

Liter  from  Commodore  Ronton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Genei"!  fid/- 
more*  XJ,  8-  Army,  regrotHng  hit  inability  to  Jhtrnish  th,  force •  re- 
quested'for  Stono  River. 

FLAOsnii'  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  lsi>,„<!,  April  />:,  186$. 

General:   T  am  in    receipt  of  your  coniniunication  of  the   14th  of 
April.  requesting  that  a  .strong  naval   force  be  kept  in  tin-  StOBO  and 

suggesting  that  three  gunboats  (steamers)  would  be  sufficient:  also  that 
the  Cotm  '    ■'■   vough  be  replaced  by  another  light-draft  gun- 

bout  inside  Light-House  Inlet, 

In  reply   1  would  state  that  ik-cc  pairs  to  the  Mi-Donmujh 

tered  her  withdrawal  from  the  inlet  essential,  nor  can  J  at  present 

I  .mother  vessel  for  that  station. 

I  regret  also  to  add  that  I  bare  at  this  time  do  steamers  availablefor 

the  service   required  of  them  in  the  Btono,   bol   will  oae  my  best 

ii-l    ■    ore  to  second  your  suggestion  and  send  a  force  to  that  point  at 

the  earliest  opportunity. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

s.  0.  Row**, 

',■,,,,,,  ■■>'  /-• .   Cmndg.    Souih   Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Mojor-Gcneral  Q.  A.  (Jillmore, 

Commandi7\o  Department  of  the  South. 


Report  of  Commodore  Rowan*    U.   S.  Wavy,  transmit/ in-  of 

T.itu/rnant'Connmiifi-r  Johnson^  ' r.  $.    Voqy,  suggethng  m 

■'■■■'  blockade  betw>  on  and  (  apt  Rom* 

th  (.'aroUna. 

No.  146.]  Flaosiiii-  New  [roK8H>1 .>. 

Off  Morn*  Ixhind,  April  //;.  JSGj. 
Sik:  I  herewith  enclose,  for  tin1  information  of  (lie  Department. 
copies  of  communications  received  from  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W. 
.Johnson  (marked  A  ami  H),  bj  the  fanner  of  which  the  I  )epartmeut 
will  perceive  that  my  attention  has  been  called  bo  the  best  means  of 
preserving  a  strict  blockade  of  that  section  of  the  coast  between 
<  i-  rgctown  and  the  northea-t.ru  limits  of  the  [CapeJ  Komaiu  Shoals 
and  the  approaches  to  Hull's  Bay. 
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I  am  under  the  necessity  of  representing  t<>  the  Department  that  I 
uneTa  of  light  draft  tn»1  can  be  spared  for  each  duty. 
few  thai  we  really  efficient  for  tin- outside  blockade;  added  to  {bis, 
loss  of  the  Kingfisher  has  taken  from  the  material  force  of  the  -<juad- 
ron  and  made  it  nect  withdraw  tin-  Dai  Erom  the  Bta& 

which  would  otherwise  bare  been  assigned  to  Lieutenant-Comma  i 
Chaplin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfullx .  vmi  obedient  son-ant. 

S.  C.  Bowan, 
Cornmodort.  Qbmdg,  South  o  Blockading  Squaaw 

Hon.  Gtdbon  Welles, 

■i  of  the  X<i»ijy  WaaJwngtony  D.  C. 

[Enotamrea.] 

T.  S.  S.  Xirsic, 

Commodore:  [have  to  report  the  retarnoft]  il,  to  the  anchor- 

age off  Charleston  Bar,  from  an  examination,  made  bj  your  order,  of 

the   creeks  and    riverj   Of  the  .-oast    between  MurrelVs  Inlet  and  this 

place.  '••"  i  sell  or  other  oraft  were  discovered  in  any  of  them,  save 
the   one  mentioned  in  the  iv',. n!  report  «>f   Lieutem  tor 

Weaver. 
Having  obtained  from  Commander  Duncan  the  pilot  of  the  Paul 

,/o/tt.s.  off  Georgetown,  a  n-connoissano-  was  made  in  boats  by  Acting- 
Blister  W.  L  Churchill,  the  executive  officer,  in  the  vicinity 

Remain  light  house.  :i  n- 1  i  ontinued  during  :i  lay  and  night.  Tin- 
ner to  which  yon  directed  mv  attention  has  been  moored  some 
distance  up  the  creek  and  above  the  -mull  battery  near  McClellanville, 
which  the  force  of  a  mere  reconnoiterlng  party  did  not  justify  either 
to  pass  or  attack:  Light  -  w  b  seen  farther  inland,  which  were  .- 
to  be  signals,  Marsh  bland  and  Light-House  Point  appear  to  have 
been  deserted, and  .Mr.  ( Shnrchill  and  company  bivouacked  at  the  latter 

plai-f  for  tin-  r i i ■_- 1 1 1 .  A  lligatnr  ( 'reek  and  the  entrance  to  the  South 
Bantee  River  wtre  also  examined,  and  the  buoy  marking  the  channel 
to  ill  found  to  be  still  in  its  original  bearing 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  channels  of  San  [Cape]   Remain  and  Alb 
have  been  and  an  now  used  by  blockade  runners, 
of  the  Occupation   Of  the  point  on  which   tin-  Konmin    light-h 
located  as  a  means  of  preventing  contraband  trade  in   that   direction, 
I  would  respectfully  submit    that,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  not  b© 
advisable.     Only  small  vessels  can  enter  this  channel,  and  with  it 

closed,  they  eonld  as  <-n>ily  avail  tln-rnselve*  of  those  of  the  North  and 

South  Santee  rivers.  By  an  inspection  of  the  chart  I  think  you  will 
concur  with  me  in  tin-  opinioo  that  two  small  steamers,  of  not  m< 
than  6  or  7  feet  draft  of  water,  with  a  large  vessel  cruising  outside, 
would  be  the  best  means  of  maintaining  a  strict  blockade  of  that 
tion  of  the  coast  between  Qeprgetown  and  the  northeastern  limits  of 
tin-  Remain  S 1 1  < .:  1 1  - ,  while  another  vessel  to  the  left  of  them  would 
guard  the  approaches  from  thence  to  Hull's  Bay. 

In  bad  weathei  they  would  find  good  anchorage  and  protection  from 
the  sea  under  the  land. 

A  colored  man  (Thoin.,  e)  now  on  board  the  Wabash  has  been 

mentioned  to  me  by  the  pilot  at  (  \g  being  conversant  with 

tin-  windings  of  toe  about  Sin   Romaln  Point,  and   Nelson 
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Dora,  last  oo  board  the  bark  /.'  for  his  familiarity  with  the 

Inside  channels  of  this  triclnitj  and  that  of  Bull's  Bay. 
1  :im.  -ii.  respet  t  fully,  your  obedient servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 

,(,.,/  ( ,,,„ :,.<>,,■</.  r,  i'wiuimndmg  U.  S.  S.  Nipsi-c. 

Commodore  S.  C  Rowan.  I".  S.  Navy. 

Con, n, 'i ,,,/,', hi  South  Atlii/itii'  Bl'xhulhuj  Fleet. 

N.  B.— Mr.  Churchill  was  under  the  impression  that  Dfl  saw  from 
cmiimi  of   Komaiu  light-h«>u>c  B  -mull  steamer  in  Bull's  Bay,  hut 
as  he  was  not  fully  assured  of  the  fact,  I  have  not  included  this  in  the 
body  of  my  report. 

U.  S.  S.  Nipsic, 
Of  Ohm ntofen,  s.  r..  April  9,  ;st;>h 

Commodore:  I  hare  to  report  that  oo  tin-  4th  instant  ofl  tape 
Romain  Shoals,  the  Nimir  encountered  :t  heavy  gale  from  the  K.  S.  K. 
aud  s.  K..  this  being  me  first  trial  of  rough  weather  she  bae  experi- 
enced. Her  behavior  therein  continued  the  "pinion  that  bet  pzeoent 
armament  should  be  reduced  in  weight,  as  siilmiitted  to  your  consider- 
n  in  my  report  of  the  Slst  ultimo.  The  vessel  labored  so  heavily 
that  I  VU  compelled  to  keep  her  up  t<.  tin  >  i  as  the  wind  obiagtn 
its  direction,  which,  fortunately,  a  sufficiency  «>f  sea  room  enabled  me 

to  do;  even  m  this  poeitioii,  bee  haromoek  rails  were  frequently  under 
water  and  the  boats  forward  nearly  torn  from  their  davits;  at  tu 
she  settled  deeply  Bfld  Was  boarded  by  the  sea  over  the  stern  and 
quarter.  I  do  not  regard  her  altogether  a  safe  vessel  in  heavy  weather 
with  the  battery  now  on  board.  Large  g^ys  fa)  the  smokestack,  will) 
lannehee  Oi    less  weight    (<>  the  after  davits,  seem  advisable,  and    I    do 

not.  consider  the  patent  steering  apparatus  of  the  vessel  (Seed's)  equal, 
in  rough  weather,  to  the  old  barrel  wheel  and  tiller  ropes. 

The  engines  wmked  most  beautifully,  and  with  the  alterations  pro- 
posed  the  tfivsic  would  be,  in  every  respect,  one  of  the  best  of  her 
class  in  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Jnp»ic. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Fleet. 


Rijx.rt  <>/  i  bmnuxbr*  Rowan*  U.  S.  Nany%  regarding  the  War  Depart- 

•  t  >>rd<r f»r  tkd  ft  \nny. 

No.  |50.]  Flagship  Nkw  Ikon-ii 

Qf  Morns  Island,  April  17,  186^. 
Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Department's  com- 
munication of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  one  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  by  which  I  am 
informed  that  an  order  hag  been  issued  from  the  War  Department  for 
the  transferof  1 .000 mariners  from  M;>j<>r-(  ieneral  Gillmore'a command 
to  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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I  learn  {officially   that   the  maj<>>  i!   commanding 

Department  of  the  South  had  already  sent  north  several  regiments 
containing  a  number         unen  desirous  of  transfer  to  Che  Navy,  nod 
I  have  written  t<>  Che  commanding  general,  requesting  him  to  transfer 
t«>  tbe  N:i'.  \  all  the  mariners  thai  are  here  In  the  1 1  a  aining 
before  they  are  embarked  for  the  north. 

The  commanding  officer  of  tho  naval  depot  at  Port  Royal  has  been 
directed  to  confer  with  the  military  authorities  :it  Hilton  I  f «-a«  1 .  and 

v.-  r.-r  Bubseqneot  detail  the  men  who  may  be  turned  c 
conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  War  Department 

I  have  the  honor  to  he.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  een 

•    ROWAH, 

/'/.  80.  Ai&antic  Bl  lintetitn, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki.les, 

Secretary  qf  ih 


w,   U.  8,     1  that  a  m  'be 

■'  - 

Flagship  Nf.w  Ibohbtdes, 
Of  .]/•■.  ^4. 

<<i:m-i:m     I  am  is  receipt  of  a  communication  from  ler- 

General  H.  .Saxton.  addressed  to  you,  with  endorsement  bj  yourself, 
asking  for  the  detail  "oi  a  small  gunboat  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  B 
fort,  with  order*  1  >eruis<   in  these  water-."     I   regret  bo  say  thai    I 
have  t»  >.  table  for  such  duty  in  good  repair,  but  will  instruct 

the  commanding  officer  at  Port  Royal  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  that 
m:i y  be  completed  that  can  be  spared  for  that  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  c.  Rowan, 
G"  South  Atlantic  Blockading  on. 

Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmoke,  V.  S.  Army. 

('■■■■  %g  Depa\  fthi  South,  uUton  //.''•/.  8  0. 


Ord  imnodots  Rowan,  U.  8.  ft 'avy,  to  Acting  Master  /'><■/ 

I  .  •  9  command  of  the  ZI. 8. schooner  O.  P.WUHame. 

I'lMsinr  Nf.w  Ironsides, 
of  MorrU  South  C  ■•■',. 

Sib:  Your  orders  to  the  I  .  s.  s.  .]/,>ry  Sanjbrd  are  hereby 
ami  you  will  report  f"  Commander  William  Reynolds,  commanding 
naval  depot  Port  Royal,  8.  <'..  for  the  command  of  the  U.  &  schoo 
C,  /'  WUliams. 

Eespectfullv.  four  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Comm<xh>rt\  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  .Syt/w. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Pauker, 
U.  S.  S.M> 
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p,  / '.  $.  -V/'-'/.  regarding  thedi* 
a  * 

['.  s.  s.  Wabash, 

Sue:  I  have  to  report  that  last  night,  at  about  9:46,  an  object 
overed  by  Bnsign  Charles  H.  Craven,  the  office]  of  the  deck,  on 
die  itarboard  quarter,  distant  about  L50yard  .  responded  in 

shape  and  movements  bo  the  boat  which  sank  tin-  //--. 

it  moved  rapidh  ap  against  the  tide,  till  about  tin  ben, 

turning,  stood  directly  for  the  ship. 

Elision  Craven  opened  fire  with  musketry,  **•--» t-  tin*  gong  tor  the 
crow  to  assemble  si  quarters,  rang  four  bells  for  the  engine  bo  go 
ahead,  opened  fire  with  the  watch,  with  the  starboard  battery,  and 
gave  orders  for  slipping  the  chain. 

The  nun  rushed  quickly  to  their  Quarters,  tin-  ship  move 
th«'  chain  was  sopped,  and  w ben  tin-  object  ^ as  being  left  in  the  quar- 
t.-r.  distant  at  me  time  about  40  yards,  a  round  shot  is  supposed  t<> 

have,  struck  it:    at  all  events  the  second  -hut  struck   in   its  immediate 
vicinity,  and  it  WB8  8080  no  more. 

One  round  shot  was  fired  from  each  ©J  tile  spar-deck  guns  on  the 
Btarboard  side,  and  the  stow  were  kepi  at  their  quarters,  while  with 
tin'  helm  hard  aport  the  ship  kept  cruising  round  the  spot. 

The  marines  were  also  stationed  along  the  starboard  Bide,  where 

t  la- v  could  uso  their  pieces  t"  advantage.    Signal  was  made  to  the 

ct  that  "Rams  were  coming."  at  that  most  likely  to  place  th 

ruisiTs  on  their  guard,  and  soon  the  Qmondafyua  and  Flag  ease  up 
within  hail. 

iain  Davis,  Paymaster  Richardson,  and  Dr.  Burba nk  all  saw  the. 
object  spoken  ox,  which  oorresi>onded  exactly  to  the  description  given 
of  the  torpedo  boat,  which  sunk  the  Howatonic,  except  that  tin.-  bad 
but  one  elevated  place  or  tin 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant] 

J.   DkC'ami', 

(  \tp!  it'.,;. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

South  AK'intir  Bikdg.  Sgttadron, 

Order  of Commodore  Botoon,  ( .  8.  Navy ^  to  Gapta.     !>■  Oanvpy  I 

.\<mj.   in   coir  of  th:   iliscdcrij  "f  tl 

Flaoshii-  New  [bovbides, 
Off  .)/  md,  April  19,  / 

Sin:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  this  date  respecting  B    tol 
"  Da\  id     Dear  your  snip  last  night  and  its  possible  destruction  by  the 
of  your  battery. 
1  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  beeping  every  other  gun  loaded 
with  grape  for  the  purpose  ot  tiring  at  these  craft 

You  also  report,  the  loss  oJ  an  anchor  and  TO  fathoms  of  I  hain.  I 
presume  you  will  recoxer  tins.  IS  I  take  it  for  granted  you  had  a  gOi  d 
slip  buoy  on  your  chain. 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan. 
mmodor  .  8o\ttk  Atlantic  Blochi< 

Captain  John  Dk  Camp, 

Commanding  U.  S.   S.   Whbcuk,  off  Char  If sf  on  II I 
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Letter  ftwn   Major- Genera/  rmy,  to  >dcr 

i?.  U.  S.  Na/sy,  regarding  t> 

IIraDQUAUTKRM    DePARTMKN'T   OF  THE   SOUTH. 

HUton  Bead,  S  C.%  April  IB 
Sn::  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  data,  transmitting  copj  <>f  a  letter  from  the  seen  \x  to 

the  Secretary  of  the  Na\y,  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  1,000  neamap 
from  the  Army  in  this  department  to  tin    South  Atlantic  Bio 
Sjtmdron,   and  enclosing  a  li>t  of  men   frhoec   Dames  ha.  <-i 

.inl  uh  desirous  ol  ivtuming  to  the  naval  aei 
The  "in  tin-  War  Department  prescribing  the  manner  in 

which  these  transfers  may  be  made  has  been  duly  promulgated  to  this 
command,  and  a  general  order  ha*  k-en  issued   from  my  b 
calling  attention  to  the  same,  but  as  yi  i   sot  I  single  application  has 

d  sent  in  in  such  a  manner  as  Icanu.i  uj.onit.     [am  making  ev< 
effort  in  my  power  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  War  Depart im ml 
■  >ii  tiii.s  snbjeot 

Che  men  mentioned  in  the  list  submitted  by  you,  with  two  < 
tione,  belong  t<>  regiments'  which  have  left  the  department 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

Q.  A.  GrJLLMOBB, 
Mi  mmandijifj. 

Commander  Wh.  Rkynolds, 

Commanding  Naintl  Depot,  Port  Royal*  S.  C. 


Special-  order t  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy*  govc 
inert  Jrom  the  Department  of  the  South  tot 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  New  Ibonsim 
Off  Morris  hint'/.  South  '  April  £0,1864. 

Section  7,  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  February  24,  1864,  pro-   • 
vides  us  follows: 

\ini:iir  >«  in  the  rniiit;irv  service  of  tin-  United  States,  who  «hall  fa] 

ni-li  >ati.-factury  prool  that  beta  a  merinos  by  vexation,  c.r  an  able  neaiuan  or  or-li- 

i  iman,  may  enlist  into  the  Navy  undei   ochrt  >e  may  be  pre 

■•  il  bv  tin-  I't.-idini  of  tin-  United  States    Provided   That    uch  nlietmenl  shall 

n«.t  U-for  lrewthan  the  unexpired  terra  oi  1  *  i_—  military  than  one 

I  d  the  bounty  money  which  any  mariner,  or  wwinun,  orordinan  teaman, 

enlisting  fram  the  Armv  into  the  Navy,  may  have  I  1  nlted  Stat. 

in  which  In.- enli.-ti.iJ  in  the  Arm)  -ibali  be deducted from  the  prize 
'  to  which  he  may  become  entitled  during  the  time  required  to  complete  his 
mflita  -IwJ jtuvkI"!  further,  That  the  whoJjB  nuuiberof  aueh  traiuifer  enlist 

ne-nta  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand. 

In  conformity  with  which  the  Seen  iar\  oi  War  litis  ordered  the 
iferoi  L0Q0  mariners  frooQ  the  Department  of  the  South  to  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Notices  than  I  .sea  service  will  constitute  an  ordinary  BBS 

'.  and  not  lesi  ran  abk  aesinan;  and  in  the  absence  of  otl 

the  applicant  may  be  required  t<»  WOMB  oath  us  to  the  he 

has  seen  at  m 

Commander  William  Reynolds,  commanding  naval  depot  at  Port 
Royal,  is  authorized  to  receive  all  such  men  as  are  transferred  to  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department,  and  will  leleet  a  competent  officer  or  officers, 
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together  with  an  examining  surgeon,  whoso  duty  it shall  betoeouurjini 
all  such  men  sotransf  i  i  i.m|  iiml  |>roiiounr««  ujxni  their  qualifications  for 
enlistment,  whrn,  if  the\  '>»•  found  qualified.  In-  will  cause  them  to  1h> 
shipped  i  oi  in  the  Navj  of  the  United  States,  agraonblj  t"  the 

proi  Isions  of  the  act  <>f  Congress  above  recited,  and  retain  them  sub- 
ject t<>  future  detail,  directing  a  strict  compliance  with  the  following 
requirem*  ata  of  the  Bureau  of  BaurpmeiH  and  Recruiting,  viz: 

i>t.  That  a  note  be  made  on  the  shipping  articles  and  enlistment 
returns,  showing  that  the  men  ai  Bd  from  the  Army. 

•2d.  entering  on  the  enlistment  retnrns,  in  the  column  deaignat 
record  of  hoi  ee,  the  names  of  revels  to  which  1 1 »« • 

eral  nun  are  distribute)  ihipmeat.    Blanks  will  be  fur- 

nished  for  this  purpose. 

All  men  received  into  the  naval  service  in  accordance  with  the  above 
transfers,  mast  he  Furnished  with  complete  descriptive  lists,  contain- 
ing statements  of  the  pay,  bounty,  and  clothing  received  and  dni 
them;  which  lists  must  be  turned  over  with  the  men  at  the  time  i 
are  delivered  at  th«»  naval  depot. 

Both  the  enlistment  returns  and  shipping  articles  must  be  forwarded 
to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting  as  soon  a*  possible  after 
the  shipments  are  completed  through  the  usual  naval  channels. 

s.  ( '.  Rowan, 

('<nnmi>dttre,('omdtf.  South  Atlantic  Bloekdff.  Sguadron  •"//,'/,  rim. 


On!  inmodore  Pi-'in    F.  s>  X<n»j,to  Act'  tloht.ml, 

U.  s  •indofthe  U.  &,  S,  Iris. 

Flagship  New  EbohbHHB, 
Off  Morris  hhtud.  South  Goro&ina,  April  -'<>.  1864. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  your  relief,  Noting  BSnaigB  H.  11.  Cbadwick, 
yon  will  on-i  in  yours*  If  detached  from  the  command  of  the  V.  s.  s. 
Jonquil  and  you  will  report  to  rac  for  the  coimnaud  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Iris. 

fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan. 
Commodore^  Comdg,  8outh 

Acting  Bnsign  I.  T.  II\i>tkai>, 

.  S.  & 

[Order  of  same  date  to  Acting  Ensign  Cbadwick,  IL  S.  .W 

command  the  U.  S.  S.  ./■■>,<,»>'!.} 


'■}•  of  the    Secretary  of  the  Navy  t"  Roiimn,    U.    8, 

Navy,  to  r<j><>rt  jvroyres*  on  the  (  ■  Si  &  Keokuk, 

Kavi    Depabxvbht,  April  $1,  1864' 
Sir.:  The  Department  desires  to  be.  iuforined  of  the  progress  that  is 
being  made  in  raising  iln    Keokuk. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wbllu, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan. 

Coiudy.  (pro ten,.)  8.  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Sodn.,  off  Charleston. 
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Parker,  XT.  S,  Navy*  9 

■  ■>>. 

Y .  s  (junboat  Seneca, 
.  South  i  broftno, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  1  have  this  day  received  on  board 
this  vessel   Private  James  Gallagher,  a  deserter  from  (  A, 

Lucas   Battalion,  artillery,  rebel  army,  and   last  >tati...in.l   at    Battery 
Pringle,  in  tin1  Stono  Kiwi-. 
He  is  of  tin-  aame  company  as  the  I1*  men  received  on  board  the 
Apr!  1  -j..  L864*  deserters  from  the  same  battery,  and  is  not 
o'verinteUigent     I  have  the  bonor  to  enclose  notes  of  hie  examination 
by  myself.    The  Information  ia  substantially  the  same  as  that  given 
hie  men  iboi  a  named. 

B€    states    that    there    ale    three  of   the    torpedo   boats  in  the    StOnO, 

which  are  going  to  operate  upon  the  gunboats  here  upon  the  i 
favorable  occasion.     We  will  try  and  give  a  good  account  of  them 
when  the  attempt  comes  off.    Tin-  deserter  ia  herewith  forwarded  for 
i   examination.    General  ScMmmelfennig  desires  that  he  may  be 
scut  t<>  him  for  examination  when  you  have  linished  with  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.James  J'akker. 
Lieu  <ler. 

Commodore  S.   (  '     litiWAN, 

<  bm  mandmg  South  A  Ufa  n  k  ■  Blockading  Squadron, 


Letterfrom  iln  Secretary  of  tht  Wavy  loth*.  Secretary  of  Fflar,  trans- 
mittingprvp  of  aear-A3m%nd  Dahlgren%  for  i 

nth .  Island* 

Navy  Department,  April  21,  ISBj, 
Sia:   I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  Idler  addressed 

to  this  Department  by  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  As  the  hurricanes  of 
July  and  An  likely  to  place  in  trreat  peril  the  vessels  lying  oil 

Morris  Island,  entirely  Unsheltered  as  tuat  anchorage  is,  I  invite  your 
earnest  attention  t<>  this  project,  as  its  auocesa  will  afford  an  interior 
position  bi  yond  the  reach  of  disaster  by  storm  or  the  enemy.  Morris 
Island, at  present  occupied  by  our  troops,  has  been  4  feet  under  watei 
in  a  bairleane. 

1  huve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na\ 

Edwin  m.  Stani 
Secretary  •>/  War. 

BBdOOMMBt] 

April  22,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant -f General  Giant 

II.  W.  IIaij.eck. 
Major-  Gi  n  •  i  a  / ,  (  'h  >■  fpf  Staff, 
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[Enclosure.] 

Washington.  April  J/.  186k 
Bnt\  As  the  demands  of  the  public  service  eteewhere  will  prevenl 

the  detail  of  more  ironolada  Bo*  eenrioe  at  Charleston,  which  w  ill  n 

eesarilj  poetpone  any  eerious  attack  on  the  interior  defenses  ol  the 

harbor,  l  would  suggest  that  combined  operations  be  din  the 

' i>:ti  iv»n  <>f  Long  island,  with  the  vien  of  an  attack  on  the  works  ol 

Sullivan's  [aland,  do  be  proeecuted  as  far  as  the  force  ashore  and  afloal 

may  permit, 
u  Sullivan's  Ealand  can  be  occupied,  it  would  enable  the  ironolada  to 

maintain  position  In  the  harbor  permanently,  and  in  the  end  bo  drive 

the  rebels  from  Charleston. 

l  bare  the  honor  to  be,  very  n 

J.  A.  Dahlghb 
Ret'  ■'•/.  South    likmtic  Blockading 

Hon.  (i.   Wl.T.LES, 

Secretory  »ft h-   X> 


Report  of  Con,  nuifi,  r  /fugiifs,   f.  •,  comma 

f  a  run  \Vlnijtih  Ihiij, 

South  Co roli if!. 

U.  8.  S.  Cocasbi 

fah  Boy.  SdUth    I 
Sir:  Having    learned    from   11   contraband   whom   WO  picked   up  on 

South  Island  on  the  20th  instant  thai  the  rebels  were  removing  rice 

from  a  mill  about   6   miles  distant    to   the   mainland,  I  determined   if 

possible  to  take  them  prlsoni  rs  and  to  destroj  M. 

This  i'e])ort  was  confirmed  by  Prince, our  pilot,  ■  very  reliable  man. 
who  informed  me  that  the  rebels  had  some  15,000  bushels  of  rice  st< 
in  the  mill  alluded  to. 

At  10  p.  m.  of  that  day  I  sent  an  armed  expedition  oi  80  men,  in 
nreof  Acting  Blaster  John  K.  ( Crosby,  with  Acting  Ensign  Geo 
F.  li  id  Acting  Master'-  Mate.  Edward  P.  Crocker  to  assist  him, 

with  ord«Ms  to  land  lit  a  point  aboul  B  mil»- distant  from  the  mill,  to  lie 
in  wait  until  the  morning,  seise  the  persons  employed  in  loading  the 
tint-,  destroy  toe  building,  and  return  to  the  ship.     A  landing  9 
effected  without  difficulty,  and,  guided  by  Prince,  the  party  reached 

thfl  mill  at  midnight  and  remained  quartered  there  until  the  folio-,' 
morning,  the  81st. 

Traces  of  men,  BUch  SB  footprints,  and  rice  scattered  around 
the  landing  ol  the  Baiboata,  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  their  mean! 
presence  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  employ  ed  the  da\ 

before,  but  no  men  were  .seen,  neither  wen  any  latboats  discovered. 

1  presume  scouts  had  U-en  stationed  on  the  island  to  wurn  them  of  our 
approach.  They  hud  taken  all  the  rice  but  about  5,000  bushels,  w  hi. -h 
we  had  no  means  of  removing,  and  to  prevent  it  from  hilling  into  tin- 
hands  of  the  enemy  the  mill  i  on  tire  and  complete)]  destroyed, 
when  the  party  returned  to  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

I     K.  BUOHBS, 

Corn  mo  ml  r. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

South  Atlantic  Btc  ■■  Sgttadwn. 
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Report  tf  Acting  Master  I  Vmdo  »•./'.  8.  rk  Ethan 

otion  of  m  at   H 

1   .  8.  BABE    F.ihan    A  i.i 

Of  Chad  of  South  t  dprU  ' 

Sin:  I  liavi  i  n«'  boaorto  report,  in  obedieooe  to  your  orders,  I  landed 
at  Wither^  Swash*  with  two  armed  boafs  crews,  and  throwing 
one  as  pickets,  in  oharge  of  Retina  (Susign  J.  II.  Bunting,  with  the 
othei  destroyed  biz  old  long  steam  boilers  Bet  as  salt  pans,  with  sueh 
portions  of  the  masonry  as  possible,  but  leaving  the  building  as  a 
shelter  for  refugees,  as  per  orders,     A  man  named  Asa  Chilsoo  made 

the  following  eonununication:  That  he  WS4  a  Citizen  of  North  Carolina: 
that  he  occupied  the  will  works  as  a  cover  to  his  design  of  giving  him- 
self and  a  party  of  40  "tin  is,  including  one  rebel  ex-colonel,  up  to  the 
sading  vessels;  that  fchaj  were  in  tin' woods,  and  he  was  omy  wait- 
ing for  his  daughter  and  certain  personal  property  on  the  way  from 
his  plantation;  that  he  had  a  quantity  of  tin  -pent  inr.  which  I  informed 
him  we  could  not  take;  that  three  weeks  from  date  as  would  lx'  ready, 
and  wlien  there  was  do  danger  be  would  hold  his  arms  out  vertical 
or  make  a  sign  a  Mason  would  understand,  as  a  signal  for  us  to  send 
boats  to  take  him  and  parrj  on  board.     He  also  informed  me  that  five 

hoDTB  previous  a  messenger  hud  gone  for  a  force  of  cavalry  1%  mile- 
away:  BO,  my  work  being  accOB  poshed.  1  immediately  embarked. 
I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant. 

W.  H.  WnraLow, 

eeutku  Officer. 
1.  A.  Pekkell. 

.}■■  ting  .V  •  t riding. 


B*POrt  of  Acting  M  .  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V. 

Eth<  l  regarding  tht  d  m  "f  salt  work*  <U  Gone  Patch, 

South  ( 

V .  s.  Babe  Ethan  Allsn, 
of  .)/<nr.>'r,  I,,!,/.  South  Carolina,  April €3,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  boi  1'init  the  following  report: 

On  learning  from  contrabands  1  have  on  board  of  an  extensive  saK 
works  at  a  pluee  called  Cane  Patch.  12  miles  N.  E.  of  this  inlet,  1  got 
underway  on  the  morning  of  the  Slat  instant,  with  a  light  breese,  and 
stood  along  the  eoa-<t.  When  8  miles  from  this  inlet  we  discov 
one  man  and  two  women  by  an  old  bouse  on  the  beach,  waving  SV<  I 
Hag.  I  hove  the  -.hip  loand  senl  in  an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  William  M'-ro.  He  landed  under  the  cover  of  our  guns;  the 
three  Came  down  to  the  boat,  one  of  the  women  handing  Mr.  Mero  a 
note,  telling  him  that  some  of  their  partv  would  like  to  come  olF  that 
night.     The  BUU  a   mulatto,  contraband,  improved  the  oppor- 

Titnin  of  making  hi  uul  came  oil  in  the  boat     After  reacting 

the  note,  which  yon  will  lind  enclosed,  I  filled  away  and  stood  along 
the  coast  When  about  2  miles  farther  on,  1  discovered  two  more 
negroes  on  the  beach  with  a  white  nag:  sent  a  boat  and  took  them  on 

•Or  Eight  Mile  Swaah. 
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board.  I  then  proceeded  on, arriving  off  the  nit  works  about  S  p.  m. 
I  hove  the  ship  to  opposite  the  works  nod  within  easy  mage.  My 
executive  officer  being  unwell,  I  left  him  in  charge  of  the  ship.  Taking 
Acting  Ensign  William  Mero  and  19  men  with  me,  landed  safely  near 

the  works.  I  deployed  part  of  the  men  as  pickets  to  prevent  !i  sur- 
prise, Mr.  Mero  taking  the  remainder  si  ■  frorking  party  bo  destroy 

i  lie  works.      On  examination  we  found  the  work.*  much  more  extensive 

than  I  expected,  thej  being  partly  concealed  from  the  ship  by  a  high 
and  ridge.  There  wire  lota  separate  (rarka,  each  containing  twelve 
large  pane,  the  iratei  being  raised  fmni  the  heaeh  hy  horse  pew 
leading  Into  n  cistern  large  enough  to  contain  100,000  gallons,  Imilt  of 
timher  planked  and  calked  on  the  inside.  There  were  twelve  pans 
ready  for  setting,  also  timber  and  materials  for  extending  the  works 
to  double  its  size.  There  were  about  thirty  buildings,  three  of  them 
rge  warehouses  built  of  heavy  logs,  containing  al»out  2,000  bushels 
salt,  a  large  quantity  of  rioe,  coin,  and  bacon.  One  of  the  ware- 
houses wus  constructed  as  a  blockhouse,  with,  loopholes  on  all  sides. 
The  saltpans  were  8  feet  by  I.  and  from  6  to  18  inches  deep,  and  of 
iron,  which  were  easily  broken.  After  breaking  all  the  pan-. 
making  it  impossible  to  repair  them,  and  having  no  other  way  of 
destroying  the  salt,  I  had  it  mixed  with  smd  as  far  as  time  would 
allow,  then  set  fire  to  all  the  buildings,  also  to  about  .r)li  cords  of  pine 
wood.  The  buildings,  being  built  of  pine  logs,  were  soon  enveloiwd 
in  Humes.  On  landing  we. discovered  two  white  men  and  one  old  negro 
behind  a  fence,  who  immediately  gave  themselves  up.  The  rest,  aln>ut 
30  in  number,  took  to  the  woods  on  our  approaching  the  bhore.  While 
WO  were  destroying  the  works  four  negroes  came  out  of  the  woods 
and  assisted  us  in  the  work  of  destruction.  Two  of  them  wishing  to 
get  their  families  before  leaving.  1  allowed  them  to  remain;  also  the 
old  negro  who  had  his  cabin  near  by;  his  wife  being  a  free  woman,  he 
did  not  wish  to  leave.  Taking  the  two  white  men  and  the  other  two 
contrabands  we  returned  to  the  --hip.  arriving  on  board  at  5  p.  in., 
tilled  away  and  stood  back  for  the  inlet.  The  wind  being  light,  we 
made  but  little  headway  during  the  night.  At  9  o'clock  the  next 
morning  we  were  oil  Wither'*  Swu-Ji,  and  suw  ft  nun  behind  the  ho 
before  alluded  to,  waving  a  while  handkerchief.  I  sent  the  second 
cutter,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Mero,  and  took  him  on  board.  His  nam 
Allen  Jones,  of  North  (  ui'lina.      lie  reports  himself  to  be  a  00900018 

s:iiv  Bergeanl  of  the  rchel  Army.    He  informed  me  that  the  house  on 

the  beacn  had  a  furnace  in  it.  with  boilen  for  making  salt,  and  that  a 
Mr.  Ohilson,  the  owner  of  the  works,  was  in  the  edge  of  the  woods 
and  wished  to  communicate  with  me.  1  armed  and  manned  two  boats. 
putting  them  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  W.  II.  Winslow,  executive 
officer,  and  Acting  Ensign  James  II.  Bunting,  with  orders  to  destroy 
all  the  pans.     They  lauded  safely,  destroyed  the  works,  and  retui 

1  he  ship  at  11  a.  m.     We  then  tilled  away  and  arrived  off  the  iulet 
at  4  p.  m.     Enclosed  you  will  please  find  Mr.  Winslow's  report. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your. obedient  servant. 

I.  A.  IV. N NELL, 
Acting  Matter,  Commanding. 
Commodore  Stephen  C.  Rowan. 

Commanding  Smith  Atlantic  JSouadron. 
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/the  Secretary  >>/  th.  Jfavy  to  R  DaMgrm 

to   resume  command   of  th, 

JSATl    DEPARTMENT,  AjrrilSS,  186$. 
mi;:  You  will  proceed  to  Port  lvoyal  and  resume  command  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading'  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc, 

Gideon  \\v\.\ 

lirar-Admiral  .John  A.  Dahloken,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Washington,  D.  I  . 


"Report  of  Lieutenan  wider  llrmlford,  U.  8.  Navy,  suggest 

measures  of  trpsdo  warfare. 

Flagship  New  Ironsides, 
oj>  Smith  Carolina,  April  §3,  /.">>/. 

BlB:  I  have  recently  been  thinking  of  sumo  effectual  means  to 
destroy  torpedo  boats.  These  boata  arc  known  to  be  musket  proof. 
There  are  in  the  several  ordnance  establishments  b  number  of  old 
blunderbusses  and  swivels.  These,  when  pivoted,  can  be  directed  by 
band  to  any  point. 

!  propose  to  mount  these  swivels  in  the  hows  of  light,  fast-pulling 
boats,  one  or  more  to  be  attached  to  each  exposed  vessel,  the  boats  at 

night  t0  be  kept  down,  swivel  pivoted,  ready  to  EUOVe  in  any  direction. 

On  the  approach  of  torpedo  craft,  the  boal  bo  pull  up  to  it  at  once  and 
discharge  her  blunderbuss  or  swivel  into  her,  repeating  if  neceasi 

If  there  ore  not  enough  of  these  swf<  el  ready  in  the  ■■■  tral  varan, 
they  could  he  easily  made  or  purchased.  This  fleet  would  require 
about  LOO  "f  them. 

Tin-  projectile  to  be  discharged  should  weigh  not  less  than  1  pound. 
It  might  be  hollow.  I  have  mentioned  my  views  to  several  officers, and 
thev  approve  of  them  very  highly. 

Our  present  meane  of  attacking  these  boats  can  amount  to  nothing 
—  by  the  accidental   hitting  of  OSS  from  a  ship's  gun  or  howitzer. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  yourobedienl  servant. 

JOS.  M.  Bradford, 
■'■■  Blockading  Sguaaron. 

Hon.  Gideon   W  n 

Secretary  of  th  yUm*  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  So  f  the  Namt  to  Acting  Ensign  Rogers,  U.   v. 

t  .  8.  8.  Hydrangea. 

Navy  Department,  April  I&  186&. 
Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Hydrangea g&  Charleston  and  n 
to  Rear-Admrral  Dahlgren,  or  the  senior  commending  officer  present, 

for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjuadiou. 
vei  v  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Well: 

ry  of  Navy, 


Acting  Ensign  C.  W.  Rogers,  Lt.  S.  Navy, 
i  omdg,  ( .  S.  s,  //   • 


Roads,  Yiry 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  "f  tin  Actiny  .!/.<.'. //.,   .  /  . 

commanding  u.  8,  ft   wc 

Navy  Department.  April  ?•',  1864. 

Sik:   Proceed    with   the   U.    B.    S.    Wamtutta   off  Charleston,  S.  (  ... 
ami    i«'j)<>rt   |to    Rear-Admiral    Dahlfneji.  or   the    senior    cOXBtnandiilg 
officer  present,  for  dut)   Lothfl  South  Atlantic   Blockading   Squadron. 
Vcrv  reajH-ctfulh  .  1 1 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  No 
Actinjr  Master  ('has.  W.  Lee,  U.  S.  Na\  J  . 

mding  U.  S.  S.    Wammdta,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Commodore  Rouxm,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Li 

Miller,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  coin  maud  of  ti>>  i .  8,  ft  2 

Ki.a<;-Stkamkk  New    Ironsides, 

Off  Morris  HUand,  April  £6,  1804, 

Sm:    JFon   are  hereby  detached  from    tin:  [' .  S.  ironcln  tnaoi, 

ami  on  receipt  of  this  yon  will  u--^ii  m«-  tin  tempo  ran- command  of  the 
U.  S.  ironrlud  S'almut. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  0.  Rowan. 
Commndor?.  Gundg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Souadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  N.  MrLLEB, 
/ .  8  trond 


Order  of  C"  l!>nran,  U.  S.  Navy*  to  Zievtenant-Gm 

Gamole,  &>  8,  Na '•;/,  t-o  assume  comn>  /»   U.  ft  ft  8 

FlaGSHXP  New  Iron'sHm 
Off  Morris  fstandi  April  86,  1884. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  your  relief.  Lieutenant  I  VI. 

'  i  "--man.  you  will  eoo  Idea  f oursclf  detached  from  the  IT.  S.  s.   II  .■. 
ui'l  will  proceed  toStono  by  (be first  opportunity  and  reliei  e 
Lieutcnant-Conimunder  William  Gibson  in  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
ma, 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  G  Rowah, 

Ooiiiii\"ih>r.  .    '  '"Oi'hj.    ft 

Lieutenant  -Commander  W.M,  M.  QaMB 

ft  8.  Wissahickon. 


Oombintd  expedition  up  ti>.:  St,  John's  Rfoer,  Florida*  April  86-28, 

1864. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Birney.  U.  8.  Army,   to  Commander  Belch,  U.  B.  Navy, 
senior  officer  off  Jackionvillo.  Fla. 

IIdqrs.  Dist.  of  Fla.,  Deft,  ok  the  South, 

JacksomSUi  Flo.,    \pril  86,  J864, 

Sin:  A  refugee  just  arrived  from  Dunn's  Greek  Btettt   that    l>i«-ki- 
son'a  battery,  400  in  number,  have  been  near  Fort  Gates  for  several 
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days;  thattlioy  have  raised  one  lighter  at  that  point  and  built  anot 
ana  that  he  expected  to  begin  to  cross  the  river  on  Sunday  lasl 
the  purpose  of  making  a  raid  toward  St.  Augustine  and  stripping  all 
the  Union  people  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

I  am  about  to  send  up  tin  /  11',,//  and  Mary  Benton  at  far  oh 

Fort  Gates,  rod  will  bo  pleased  to  have  am  support,  von  can  give 
Your  two  small  boaifl  might  be  particularly  useful  in  keeping  the  n 
clear  of  torpedoes  behind  me. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Wm.  Biknkv. 
Brigadier-  General,  Cbmmandtof, 
Captain  G.  B.  Baixh, 

Can'  .v./"//  Forces,  St.  John*  River. 

P.  S.— The  boats  will  start  at  8:30  o'clock  this  evening. 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,   D.  8.   Navy,   senior  officer  off  Jacksonville,   transmitting 
report  of  Lieutenant -Commander  Breese.  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  SLoor  Pawkh 
Of  .•'•//.,  y-v./.,  ',  186± 

Commodore:  I  hare  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  report  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  S.  L.  Breese.  oommanding  the  Ottawa,  relat- 
ing to  an  expedition  sent  up  tin-  St.  .lolin's  Cor  tin-  purpose  of  captur- 
ing a  rebel  force  of  400  cava h  \  reported  to  have  crossed  near  Fort 
Gates,  to  flu-  east  side  at  the  St  John's,  their  design  being  to  mal 
raid  toward  St.  Augustine,  and  also  to  strip  the  Union  people  on  that 
side  of  the  river. 

General  Birney  applied  for  any  support  t but  I  could  give,  and  orders 

wen  sent. up  for  the  Ottawa  to  oonrov  the  troops  and  give  evew 

assistance  to  the  troops,  as  also  to  the  t'nion  people  along  the  river. 

The  Ptiwntt's  launch,  unln    Acting  Master  Champion,  of  this  ship, 

ilso  detailed  to  accompany  the  troops. 

The  steamers  and  my  launch  bare  returned,  leaving  the  troops  under 

Geneta]  Birney  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  St.  John's.      Picolnta  is  the 

I m »int  selected  by  Qesenj  Birney  to  embark  again,  where  he  will  find 
tlie  steamers  ready  for  him,  I  suppose,  and  will  be  convoyed  to  mis 
place  by  the  gunl>oats. 

I  dfiufe  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  prompt  and  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  my  orders  were  carried  out  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese,  of  the  Ottawa,  and  also  by  Acting  Master  J.  C  Champion,  of 
the  I  ' 

I  have  always  found  the  ready  for  service  an  I  (he  sendee 

demanded  of  her  well  performed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Common ihr  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Coh  '/  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breeee,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  D.  8.  8.  Ottawa. 

IT.  B.  I  Iunboat  Ottawa, 
OgPuxAata,  Flo.,  Aj-nlVS,  186$. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
motions  of  the  26th  instant,  1  convoyed  It  t  i  essei  the  steamers 
Mori/  lientom  and  Ilmr'nt  A.  II., 7  a-  far  KB  I  mm  '  reek,  when-  Gen- 
.•nil  Bil  in  y  came  on  board,  and  after  a  consultation  concluded  that  I 
had  bettor  return  to  Palatka,  as  there  irae  not  water  enough  for  me  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Port  Gates.  After  lending  him  the  assistant  but* 
geou,  the  pilot  of  this  vessel,  and  supplying  Sir.  Champion  with  three 
davH*  rations  for  his  men,  1  turned  anout  ami  anchored  oil'  Palatka. 
After  anchoring   I  tired   three  150-pounder   ihsUs   in   the  direction  of 

Old  Camp  ('all.  at  tin-  general's  request. 

Palatka  i>  « !•  •-■  •  i led,  though  I  was  told  that  Pickison  has  about  80 
nun  encamped  there. 

At  11  a  m.  to-day  the  sten  itumed  to  Palatka.  not  having  gone 

farther  than  Welaka.  where  the  troops  debarked  to  proceed  by  land  to 
Picolata,  the  steamers  to  meet  them  there. 

On  my  waj  up  the  /:»,-•/;..'..  bunch  captured  s  sloop  boat  of  about 
10  tons,  [nsl  above  the  flats.  She  -aw  as  coming  and  iras  run  into  the 
bank  and  attempted  to  be  concealed  by  throwing  bofihefl  over  her. 
The  crow  had  al>andoned  her. 

Enclo  ed  m  tiro  letters  taken  from  her.  With  your  permission,  1 
will  retain  her  for  a  picket  host  Before  tearing  l'nlatk.i  I  <!■•-.!  royed 
the  seow  left  l»y  <  '<  >lonel  Barton,  and  the  /W //..'.■>■  launch  destroyed 
I  .v.i  boats  and  Drought  off  one. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  there  never  were  more  than  400  men  in  our 
front   when   the   town  was  occupied.      My  men    landed  and   were   not 
turbed.      No    hostile  demonstration    was    made,   either    in   tfoing  or 

turning;  I  saw  no  troops.    Dkskison  was  in  Palatka  day  before  yes- 
terday, so  his  raid  with  4(H)  men  wa.-  a  mistake. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  Livingston  Breese, 
Lieutenant- '  & Ifavy. 

Commander  Geo.  B.  Balcii. 

Com  wander  St.  John's  River  FlotiUat  Jacksonville,  Fin. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Balch,  IT.  8.  Nary,  lenior  officer  off  Jacksonville. 

U.  S.  Steam  Si/)op  Pawnee, 
OffJ<»i  1864, 

CofMODORE:  The  expedition  sent  up  tin-  St.  .I<>hn">  under  command 
of  General  Birosj  has  been  ?e*j  snccessfuL  They  did  not.  liMwevei. 
meet  the  enemy.  supposed  to  have  crossed  over  at  Fort  Gates  to  the 
■  ride  of  the  St.  John's. 

General  Birney  has  not  returned,  hut  will,  perhaps,  to-morrow  by 
wav  of  St.  Augustine. 

One  thousand  bead  of  cattle  have  been  captured,  some  horses,  and 
perhaps  other  property. 

We  are  progressing  with  tin'  repair-  to  the  boilers  of  this  ship,  and 
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I  am  Informed  by  the  Benk>]  thai   the)  will  1m-  in  as  ^ood 

ordei  ;i-  «  boo  the  ship  left  Philaaelphia  sixta  "<•<•. 

I  have  tin-  honor  to  report  all  quiel  in  this  vicinity. 
I  urn.  [  iully.  your  obecti  -'it. 

Geo.  B,  IiAi.ru. 
Commander  •>  or  Officer  P> 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Con"''/.  So  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Charleston* 


Order  of  Commodore  Howav,    f.   S.    Wavy,  to  Gopta/fa  Qteen*   27.    s. 
;,-,  for  a  reconnoi«mnt>   in  Dow&t  toilet  m  a 
kadi  runner. 

[New]  [EONaiDEe,  April  87,  tf&f. 
Dear  Green:  The  army  people  signaled  from  Gregg  this  evening 
tlmt  tbei  .-aw  a  blockade  rnnoer  (steamer)  enter  Deweee  Inlet  at  day- 
light this  morning. 

I  wish  you  would  send  in  there  aud  rccounoitcr  and  ascertain  if  such 
la  toe  fact 

You  must  keep  n  bright  Ipokoof  on  these  inlet-.     I  tear,  with  their 
Hght-drafl  steamers,  thev  will  give  us  trouble.    I  give  you  the  report 
liat  you  think  best  in  the  matter. 
Very  truly,  yours. 

S.  ('.  Rowan, 

Commodore. 
l.tain  .1.  V.  (in i  i 

Report  of  Lieutona  wader-  /"'  ist*  U.    s. 

d  from  deserter*  regarding  HocJcad\  runners. 

^  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

Oe»ah,i«-  Sound* 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  daj  received  five 

M'Alli-tei .  who  report  to  me  that  there  are  at 

mnali  a  small  steamer  and  a  srlmoner  now  ready  to  run  the  Mock- 

ade.      I   have   l'\   fcMs  mail  informed  the  seruor  ofhYers  at  Wassaw  and 

ee  soaods  of  these  vessels.    Tin-iv  is  another  schooner  at  South* 
ad's  Bluff  or  Cannon's  Creeb  (SapeJo  Sound),  and  I  will  take  an 
.  opix>rtunit\  t«i  inform  the  senior  officer  at  Sapelo  Sound  of  I 
fact 
[hese  d.  ay  that  the  rebate  have  again  commenced  work  upon 

oj  their  unrinished  iron<  l:id>.  but  have  not  enough  iron  to  complete 
her.    They  also  say  that  all  the  rebel  troops  are  being  Benl  to  Virginia 

and    thai    SU    many  BS    four  or   live    trains  of   car-  with  soldiers  passed 

over  the  Gulf  Railroad  two  days  ago.    They  report  the  defeat  of  <• 
era!  Hank-  in  the  Bouthwi 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

AlsTIN   1'enderorast. 

/.  ■'■ 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Con  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Ord*  ;■  •[/'  ( bmmodon  Rtntran,  ('.  8.  T.'.-v,  to  Anting  Maxtor  West,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  oftKk  I .  s.  h,i,-i  /■]  rnantKnaj, 

B*LA08HH      NKW     IliONNIDKS, 

Of  Morns  hland,  Snuff,  Carolina,  April  28,  186^ 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  flagship  New  Iron- 
todat,  and  you  will  report  to  me  for  the  command  of  the  U,  8.  bark 

'/.•linn. 
You   will    report    to  t'oiniuandcr  William    Reynolds,   commanding 
naval  depot.  Port  Royal,  S.  (.!.,  for  passage  to  join  your  vessel,  now 
lying  at  St.  Catherine^,  Fla.  [da.]. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C  Rowan, 
Oommodoro^  Gomdg,  South  AUanHc  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Lewis  West. 

/•V'/'/v  />>'/>. 


V 


Aci 


Order  of  Command,  r  Reynolds^   1 '.  8   X<n-y.  to  Acting    Volunteer 
J.i,ut,nant  /u/iTiuOUt  I  ■  8.  Navy,  en  ance  in  relation  to 

th>    ('.  S.  ironclad  Savannah. 

Naval  Depot, 
Fort  Royal,  8.  <"..  April  99, 1864. 

Sin:  I  have  received  your  letters  reporting  the  arrival  of  the  coal 
schooner  Cot  ml  An,>ri"i.  ami  communicating'  inforruation  received 
through  reliel  deserters. 

You  will  continue  to  gather  all  the  information  you  CAD  from  these 
sources  and  make  report  of  thr  >ame.  particularly  anything  relating 
to  the  ram  Savannah  and  any  contemplated  movements. 

Should  the  ram  come  down  the  river  you  should  get  under  the  pro 
tcction  of  the  fort     1  hope  the  great  guns  of  Fort  rulaski  arc  always 
ready  fof  Boch  emergency. 

Respectfully. 

William  Reynolds, 

Cf/mmander. 


cting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  VV.  Kenmsox, 

nanamliiKj  South   Carolina,  [Tybee  l*Iand\. 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahloren,  U.  S.  Navy*  of  his  resumption  of\ 
'tmand  of  the  South  Atlantic  oovadron, 

FlAU-StKAMKH    PHD  ADKLIMIIA. 

fWt  Royal  Harh>}\  S.   C.y  d£ay$%  186+. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  reached  this  place  to-day  and  resumed 
command  of  the  blockading  squadron. 

I  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  Department  with 
the  state  of  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiii.wkkn. 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdy.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockdg.  S<ju>nirm>. 

Hon.  (liDEoN  Welles, 

8a              •'  thi  No. 
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Il'-jxirt  of  Commodon   Rowan^  1 .  8.  Ufa/ay^  regarding  the  resumption 
of  command  of  South  A&antu   Sou 

grtn,  V.  S.  .\ /'•//. 

r.  8.  8.  Nm»  Iuonsiim 
Of  Morris  Island, 
Sn::  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  communication  received  this  morn- 
ing from   Hem- Admiral  Danlgren,  announcing  his  arrival  at    I 
Royal,  and  have  hauled  down  my  broad  pennant  as  commander  ad 
interim  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blot  squadron. 

I  respectfully  request  that  1  maj  be  relieved  froa  omnium!. 

nitli  oraers  to*  go  north  tor  ili«-  purpose  of  recruiting  my  health, 
which  is  breaking  down  from  ■  long  confinement  of  ten' month 
this  shij),  without  opportunities  of  visiting  the  shore  for  necet>- 
exercise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfully,  v  our  obedient  servant, 

8.  G  Rowan, 
Commodore,  Cm 
Bon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  ins  ffavy^  Whthtnoton^  D.  C. 

I  Enclosure.] 

Flao-Stkamkr  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  U<>\ial  Harbor,  Map  0,  1864. 
Sir:  1  have  just  reached  this  place,  ami  will  thank  you   to  send   to 
me,  at  the  earliest  moment,  the  members  of  my  staff  who  may  be  with 
you,  together  with  such  information  :i«  may  concern  the  affairs  of  the 
squadron. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  Daiii.orkn, 
Rcar-Adm  mmamdwg. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

>/nr tiding  Neio  Ironsides. 


Detailed  report  of  Commodore  Iimoan^  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  fairs 
pertaining  to  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron  upon  hix  /rithdrawal 
from  temporary  command. 

V.  S.  S.  Nkw  Ironsides, 
Of  Morris  Island.  May  J,  186$. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  communication 
announcing  your  arrival  at  Port  Royal.    Tne  condition  of  the  squadron 

i>  the  same  as  whin  you  l«-ft  foi  tin-  North.  I  have  made  do  changes, 
except  placing  an  additional  vessel  in  the  St  John's,  as  requested  bg 
General  Gillmore.  and  1  have  withdrawn  the  McDonough  from  Light 
House  Inlet,  after  consulting  with  General  Gillmore.  ami  sent  hi  t.. 
Port  Royal  for  repairs.  The  Maugham  has  also  been  detailed  for 
hlockade  duty  off  Cape  Homain. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  distribution  of  vessels  for  May  l.  All  the 
information  obtained  from  deserters  and  refugees  will  be  found  among 
the  squadron  files. 

The  Only  information  of   this  character  of  interest  is  that   received 


yesterday  from  a  contraband  who  left  Charleston  the  night  of  the  1st 

instant.     He  report*  the  arrival  of  the  hlockade  runner  1, 
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on  the  night  of  April  30,  iiik!  the  arrival  there  from  Wilmington,  ou 
the  following  morning,  of  540  Union  prisoners. 

The    h'iiK/rish'  r  was  -handed  on  Combnhee   Bunk  on  tin-   [right  of 

tin'  I'Mh  March.  I  have  ordered  :t  court  of  enquiry  to  report  the 
Facte,  with  Iheir  opinion,  and  hare  substituted  the  !><>  for  her. 

'1*1  m*  foici-s  in  the  Si.  John's  have  captured  fche  prise  steamers 

and  Il-i'h-  Brock,  with  cargoes  of  cotton  and  terpentine; 
also  ;i  quantity  <»f  lumbar,  of  which  a  portion  has  been  delivered  at 
Port  Koyul.  1  have  directed  Captain  Batch  to  send  the  steamers  to.  St 
Awju-ti!!'-.  ami  have  recommended  that  the  /!/■■-■/.  be  taken  bj  Hi'- 
Government  (ox  service  In  the  St.  .John's.  Both  vessels  have  b 
appraised  and  the  apprai  sent  to  the  Department,  and  QOpiefl 

retained  for  reference 

The  sIooij  Persia  has  been  captured  by  tlie  Man  ft.     The  prize 

scho IT  If'f'i  was  sent  hy  Commander  K  to  his  wehoragC  on 

the  37th  April,  in  accordance  with  your  verbal  instniotions  bo  turn, 
and  1  have  ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Washington  City  for  adjudica- 
tion. 

Tin'  stciimvi  Attic "'■<:  a  prize  to  the  Bo\  oZmaand  T.  A.  Ward, 

I  sent  to  Boston  on  the  and  April,  in  oharge  of  Noting  .Mai.  p  V  i . 
Baury,  ofthe  South  OaroKno. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  1  Vpartment  details  mm le  of  the  f.-ll 
officers,  viz: 

Lieutenant-Commander  Miller,  from  the  &n   bo  the  tempo 

rary  command  of  the  A<//i///</\  vice  Lient.-nani  ■<  bmmasdl  r  CoiHWell 
gone  north  on  medical  survey,  and  have  requested  the  I  >i  partnunt  !■> 
i  an  offieer  for  the  relief  of  LdeutenantrCommander  Miller  in  that 
eouunand.  who  I  had  intended  should  relieve  Lieutenant -Commander 
OrOSman,  now  in  temporary  command  of  the    WtBtahickoH, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Hume  I  have  ordered  to  the  temporal  . 
Uiaild  ofthe  LekigA  to  lill  the  vacancy  caused  b\  Commander  Bn  son's 

condemnation  by  medical  survey,     ounce  ta  to  be  relieved  bj  1 
ant-Conn  uiiison.  of  the  Sonoma,  and  Lieutenant-Commander 

[Gamble],  of  the  WtmaMvhvi,  1  have  ordered  to  till  the  vacancy  can 
by  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Couu  y  aderGibsoB. 

Acting  Blaster  Lewis  West,  of  this  vessel,  has  been  ordered  to  me 
command  of  the  bark  Famanoma,  vice  Acting  Master  Edward  Moses 
gone  north  on  medical  sun  1 3 

The  minor  details  of  officers  and  a  synopsis  of  the  current  but 
of  the  squadron  will  be  made  known  to  you  by  the  Beet  captain  and 
secretary, 

I  have  sent  north  all  men  whose  terms  of  service  expired  on  or 
before  February  I. 

I  would  refer  you  to  special  squadron  order  of  April  80,  bas<  d  upon 
instructions  from  the  Department,  relative  to  the  transfer  nf  1,000 

rim-rs  from  the  Department  of  the  South  to  the  South  Atlantic 

C Blockading  Squadron,  and  have  to  State  that,  owing   mainly   l< 
removal  of  three  or  more  regiments  before  the  official  order  from  the 
Bureau  of  Equipmcut  and  Recruiting  was  received  bj    me,  there  is 
little  prospect,!  am  informed  hy  Commander  William  Reynold 
obtaining  an  addition   to  the  diminished  force  of  the  men  of  the 
squadron. 
At  the  suggestion  of  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  squadron,  1  have 
engaged   to  charter   for   ordnance   purposes    rh.     brig    6  tfrgh   and 
schooner  K  B.  «S 
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On  the  7th  March  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Gill- 
more,  through  General  Terry,  which  informed  me  that  it  was  desirable 
"to  make  a  demonstration,  or  show  of  force,  to  engage  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  for  a  day  or  two." 

I  therefore  sent  an  expedition  to  Bull's  Bay,  under  command  of 
Captain  Green,  in  the  Canandaiavsr,  composed  of  all  the  vessels  of  the 
outside  blockade  except  the  Wabash,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  to 
rendezvous  off  Bull's  Bav  light-house.  Seven  army  transports  arrived 
that  morning  and  immediately  proceeded  over  the  bar. 

Colonel  Gurncy,  commanding  the  army  forces,  having  landed  a 
portion  of  the  troops  on  Bull's  Island,  remained  on  shore  for  a  brief 
period,  when,  the  object  of  the  expedition  being  accomplished,  he 
rectubarked  them  and  the  expedition  left  the  same  morning  to  return. 
The  naval  vessels  then  resumed  their  stations  off  the  bar. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Wth  of  April  a  schooner  ran  out,  and  a  report 
having  been  received  from  Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  W.  Fuller,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Arnria,  which  vessel  was  then  on  the  outer  blockade,  repre- 
senting that  the  blockade  runner  had  been  seen  by  many  on  board  the 
Acacia  and  that  due  diligence  had  not  been  used  by  Acting  Master 
Childs,  the  commanding  officer,  to  prevent  the  schooner  from  escap- 
ing, I  ordered  an  investigation  to  ascertain  all  the  facts  in  the  case  and 
submitted  the  result  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  culpable  negligence  of  Acting  Master  Childs  was  so  palpable 
that  I  relieved  him  of  the  command  of  the  Acacia  and  ordered  him  to 
await  the  orders  of  the  Department  on  the  John  Adams,  informing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  my  action  in  the  premises. 

The  sloop  Buffalo,  prize  to  the  Brazil  i<ra,  went  ashore  on  the  night 
of  the  1 3th  of  March  and  was  lost  while  on  her  way  to  assist  in  raising 
the  captured  steamer  St.  Marys  in  the  St.  .John's,  which  vessel  is  in 
the  same  condition  as  when  von  left.  The  Buffalo  had  been  appraised 
at*l..>oo. 

The  schooner  Sophia,  captured  by  the  Smith  in  the  Altamaba  on  the 
3d  of  March,  and  joint  prize  to  the  Midnight  and   Huron,  left  this 
anchorage  to  go  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication  on  the  26th  of  March. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commodore. 

Hear- Admiral  .Jno.  A.  Datiujren, 

Commandint/  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Souadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Voluntur  Li<ut<nuut  Van  Alstine,  U.  S.  Navy, 
ret/a rdi ng  measures  for  guarding  the  Hampton  River  agai nst  blockade 
runner^. 

V .  S.  S.  Stettin, 
«S7.  Simon's  Sound,  May  3,  186^.. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  1  sent  a  boat  to  Hampton  River  in 
charge  of  an  officer  to  see  if  the  facilities  for  running  the  blockade 
through  that  river  were  as  represented.  He  reports  that  there  are 
from  24  to  3  fathoms  water  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  river,  and  <>  feet 
at  low  water  on  the  bar;  that  the  river  is  in  most  places  narrow  and 
not  so  crooked  but  that  a  vessel  with  a  southeast  wind  could  lay 
nearly  up  to  where  it  joins  the  Altamaha. 
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impression  I  arrive  at  from  his  representations  i-  thai  n 
sized  boM, sufficiently   large  fco  <:ui\  fed-pounder  howitzer,  will  be 
ample  to  guard  thai  river,  and  in  ma  pecta  better  thann  lai 

vessel. 

There  are  dwelling  houaea  on  St.  Simon's  bland  on  the  immi 
bank  "f  the  river,  vnere  the  crew  coutd  mess  and  Bleep  during  the 

ami  wln-i'.  iKM-nit't  c.MiKI  possibly  pass  them  unobserved  during  the 
night  liny  ronM  be  readily  supplied  with  stores  from  this  ship 
either  by  boa!  <»r  across  the  is! 

[f  you  think  it  advisable.  I  would  reaped  ij    thai 

boat  oan  be  Beat  bo  me,  I  will  officer  and  man  it  from  this  vessel 
jjuard  that  outlet 

Very  respectful,  your  obedient  servant, 

('.  .1.  \'.\N    A  i. stink. 

1 

Commodore  Stkimikn  (.'.  Rowan. 

mdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdo,  Squadron*  qff  I 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahtgron^  U<  8.    ''■ 
from  Bawuut'-'li,  Go.,  brought  1>>i  a  ■'  nailing  attention 

the  imp 

No.  177.  |  i  \b  Btjbahbb  Philadelphia, 

l'..r>  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ' '..   \fay  ;.  18G& 

Sir:  Deserters  who  have  recent!)  been  received  on  board  the  Ver- 
f]  "in  Savannah,  state: 

Thai  a  schooner  \&  \\  bag  there  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  i  on  the 
blookadai 

That  there  la  plenty  of  cotton  in  Bavi  ansah. 

That  a  strain  propeller,  not  yet  ready,  will  attempt  to  fun  th 6 
blockadei 

A  nomber  of  an  -  rpedo  boats  arc  being  built 

The  majority  of  the  troops  have  gone  to  Virginia. 

Maior-<  leneraJ  Jones  in  oomnaand  :it  Bavannahi 

There  is  a  blockade  runner  in  the  Altamahu.u  propeller,  loaded  with 

OOtton,  and  BBS  will  try  to  run  out. 

These  deserters  oonurm  one  another  in  fchea  si  Ltfements. 

The  above-mentioned  propeller  was  buili  at  Savannah  and  was 
intended  for  a  gunboat 

I  would  cull  trie  attention  of  tin  Department  to  the  fact  that  the  effi- 
ciency of  this  blockade  ha.s  I  nam  seriously  impaired  by  seven]  -•inum- 
stances: 

1st.  The  loss  of  tin-  //>> 

2d.  Xnelossof  the  2  r,  for  trhiel    the  Da*  <  king  be 

substituted. 

3d.  The  withdrawal  of  three  vessels  from  tbe  blockade  for  service 
in  the  St.  John's  River,  the  ftnonae.  Vahaeka,  and  Unaditta,  with  b 
steam  tug,  thereby  depriving  the  blockade  duty  of  five  fine,  active 

steamers,  at  a  time  when  the  rebels  BCem  to  1m*  making  unusual  efforts 
to  evade  the  blockade. 

1  have  just  been  informed  h\  Commodore  Rowan  that  on  the  eight 
Of  the  80m  April,  two  days  before  1  arrived  here,  a  steamei  called  the 
RohIijh  Uwitle  succeeded  En  passing  in  to  Charleston. 
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I  bai  '•  also  board  that  the  AH 
Inula'!,  ..I  our  vessels  and  was  only  taken  in  conseqnenc 

and. 
I  crust  that  tlir  Department  will  be  able  to  reinforce  tin 
with  fire  or  six  active  light-draft  steamers,  and  the  same  number  of 
small  steam  tugs. 

I  bavethe  honor  t..  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.    I  UHLORRfi, 

Sear-  \dmiralx  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sjj 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

fth*  Navy. 


, 


Lett  X'l'y.  to  Colond  TUgh  man,  i 

Ai'toij.  ntj'U'il'nut  "><  'i!i.  ftht ■  ,-in  , 

\ ' .  s .  s  r  i  \  h  Sloop  Pi  w  n  b  b  . 
Of  'Jaehowotttct  /■'■><>..  May  \ 
Colonel:  I   bave  1 1 1«-  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  vf  your 
oommunioation"  of  .May  4.  instant,  and  in  reply  bave  to  state  that  Islmll 
in*  pKitsc'l  to  nuiko  the  attempt  to  capture  the  pickets  referred  to  in 
your  Lett) 

I  do  not  know  thai  I  eaa  send  them  up  t>>  day,  but  if  I  can  will 
so,  and  I  will  see  you  and  arrange further  movements  in  that directi 
Von  will  !)-•  pleased  to  tearn  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
I  ireutbeboai  used  by  the  rebels  in  laying  down  torpedo 
Very  respeccruUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Officer  Preset*  t. 
Colonel  B.  C.  Tilghmah 

Commanding  Pojoa%  Ja 


IDaJdartn.  ('.  &  reqwetmg a ve99t 

Nil  L79.]  Fi.ai;  SiK.wKK  Philadelphia, 

Fori  Boyd  Harbor,  8.  ('.,  May 5,  1884. 
Sot;   I  he  condition  of  the  rtoreship  Supply  is  reported  to  bo  so  inul 
.  necessitate  her  going  north  for  repairs  in  a  few  months.    This 
I  i>  indispensable  ai  i  Btoreship  •»'  I  Ibarleston. 
Her  place  oan  not  be  supplied  by  any  vessel  in  the  sonadron. 
Will  the  Department  plea.su  t<>  send  me  a  suitable  vessel  to  take  her 
place  as  soon  as  possible  I 

I  bave  tli«'  honoi  to  Im\  very  respectfully, yourobedioni  servant, 

.?.  A.  Dablorhv, 
Ji-  /'/.  South  AUantic  /■' 

Hon.  GlDBON  Wi-.i  i  i  |. 

•Not  found. 
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front  Rear- Admiral  Dahl</ren^   f.   S.  X>ir,j,t<.  Brigadier 
eral  Hatch,  I .  s.  An/,;/,  reauestvng  ili<-  views of the latter  'regarding 

!/,,    j,l"''<ll'l.  \tS  i,f  l/i,  ■  ,;,'  l/l  If. 

l'i.\i;smr   I'hii.  u>ki.i'Iiia, 
Pari  Royal  Harbor,  7,  '•..  May 6,  tfi6J^ 

(Jf.nf.kai.:  I  transmit  (or  your  perusal  :i  letter*  which  was  handed 

flir  after  >tri||tr  yOU  VCsterda  V . 

Is  it  yotU  iiupres>ion  from  this,  and  your  own  information,  that  the 
rebels  will  be  likely  to  burette  toe  force  of  Sumter  so  as  to  render  it 
a  serious  inconvenience  to  tin-  works  ashore  or  to  the  vessel*' 

I  would  suggest,  if  consistent  with  your  own  views,  that  General 
SchimnieliVimik'  be  requested  to  come  Here  and  give  bis  views  person- 
ally. 

\Vill  y«»u  do  me  the  favor  to  return  the  letter  after  perusal  I 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiilukkn. 
Rao     Uhniraf.   f'o/udy.  [tluntic  Blockading  ."<,,,/„,/,■„». 

Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch, 

OoTfiinandiiu/  [)rjHirliiitul  of  flu    South, 


Letter  from  Brigadier  Gfeneral  H»trh,  f.  s.  Armyt  to  22 
Damaren^  I'-  &  Navy%  regarding  proioM*  movements  of  the  enemy 
nation  totht  defenst  ofJFbrt  Sumter. 

IlEADgi  AIM  KKS.     DEPARTMENT    OF   THE   SOUTH. 

BUton  Ib'ul.  $.  i'..  May  6, 1864. 

Admiral:  In  answer  fco  \our  letter  of  this  morning,  I  must  say  that 
I  believe  that  the  intention  of  the  enemy  is,  if  possible,  to  draw  us 
from  the  north  end  of  Morris  Island.  It  is  probable  that  should  t 
BUCCeed  so  far  as  to  silence  our  water  lotteries,  they  may  cross  to 
Dike  a  successful  raid  upon  the  iqnadrOB,  General  Sehimmelfennu/ 
will  be  directed  to  come  nere  for  conference,  as  you  suggest 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  P.  Hatch. 

B<  /id,    t  '•niuiHinding. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrkn. 

(Jam  >>/  South  Atlantic.  Bltn:kadintj  Stpiadnm. 


Order  of  Rear- Ad  mind  Dahhjren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  B" 
U.  S.  Navy t  far  the  destruction  of  the  steamer  St.  Mary's,  in   St. 
JbhnU  River,  in  oase  of 'failure  to  raise  her. 

Flag-Steamier  Philadelphia. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  &  ( .,  May  6,  l-Wh 
Sir:  If  the  rebel  steamer  St.  Mary\%  that  was  sunk  in  Cedar  Creek, 
above  Jacksonville*  can  not  be  raised,  care  must  be  taken  to  destroy 
her  rather  than  allow  her  to  be  regained  by  the  rebels. 
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This  will  be  effectually  doue  by  torpedoes,  if  there  la  no  surer  means 
at  your  disposal. 

I  wish  you  to  report  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  the  state  of  afl 
the  river,  and  whether  anyone  of  theBteamerayou  have  can  be  spared 
lor  the  service.    Qeneral 'Gordon  is,  of  course,  to  ulted  in 

matter. 

I  hope  the  order  for  discharging  men  wboae  term  \  hai    expired 
not  impair  the  efficiency  of  your  crews;  if  so,  you  will  Inform  i 
Respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.    A.    DAHLQBKVi 

Bear-Admiral,  <  bmdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading 

Commander  GtfeO.   B.    Balch, 

Cbmdg,  f.  8.  8.  Bnenae,  Senior  Officer,  St.. fohn?§  River. 


Order  of  Rear- Admin < I  Dahlaren,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  I 
mander  Phythiun^  (.  8.  Navy,  to  anume  command  of  the  I 

Commodore  Mclhmouyh. 

Flagship  l'miiADELPin 
VoH  Royal  Harbor.  S.  <:.  May  0.  t 
Sir:  You  are  hereby    detached    from   the  temporary   duty  as   ord- 
nance officer  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  von  will 
report  to  Commandei  William  Reynolds,  commanding  naval  depot, 
Port  Royal,  S.   C,  for  the  command  of  the  L*.  S.  S. 
McJJono'K/li. 

Respectfully,  your  obediein'  lervaat, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobkv, 
Rear- Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  AUantu  Blockading  Sgvaanm, 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  L.  Piiythtan, 

Flc  >er. 


Report  of  Rear-  Admiral  J 'hi  hi \jr>  n,  !'.  S.  Navy,  ■'  of  t  fo- 

il, s.  S.  \itta,frian  Hampton  Room.  Virginia. 

No.  182.J  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

l'«rt  Royal  II a,  for.  S.  C,  May  6,  1864. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  bo  inform  the  Department  that  the  l'.  S.  S.   Wam- 
sulta  arrived  here  to-day  from  PortPOBC  Monroe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lw,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DakLGBOT, 
Rear-Admn  Afiaat i<  Illoekuding  S'/uadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Na  cy,  1 1  'an  h  in  gton . 


Report  of  Gbmnodon   Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  escape  into 
C)iarU«toa  through  Breach  Ihi>t,<>f  nan, 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ikonsipks. 
Off  Morris  Island,  May  7,  186^. 

Sir:  This  afternoon  T  learned  from  the  ■  <>mmanding  officer  on  Morris 
Island  that  several   deserters  OUM  into  their  lines  last  night  from 
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Charleston,  bringing  inte  that  th  two  bl<  un 

ihts  in  Charleston,  which  bad  run  in  through  Breach  [nlet.and  thai 
r  hi  ri  ia  reported  u>  !*•  \:<  feel  oi  ivater  on  thai  bar  all  high  tide. 

1  immediately  wrote  i<»  Captain  Green  s<>  to  dispose  of  111-*  force  as 
to  prevent  their exil  through  thai  place,  copy  of  which  letter  1  here 
with  enclose.    I  also  Forward  ropy  of  tin-  information  received  bj 
army  from  these  deserters. 

Of  these  deserters,  two  of  them  have  been  working  en  the  rebel 
elada,  and  one  is  said  to  ben  pilot.     It  was  mj  intention  to  send  for 

ttli.se  descrternand  interrogate  than  myself,  bin  your  arrival  hare  has 
reodered  unneceasan  any  rarther action om mj  part 
Very  respeotrolly, 
S.    C     Km  WAN, 
Rear Admiral  .1-  A    I  >\nLcnF.N. 
Corn  a,  anding  South  AUantxc  Blockading  Sottadri 


my  limirh  fnh't,  in  I-;,  <>' <>f  ill.  reporte 


V.  S.  S.  Cakakdaigua, 

Off  (hurl,  tton,  s.   <\.M<nr,.  fflftf. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowlec(ge  the  receipt  of  yonr  conununloati 

this  date,  giving  me  information,  obtained  from  deserters,  that  two 
blockade  runners  are  now  at  Charleston  and  that  they  entered  Breach 

Inlet. 

I  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  statement  of  the  deserters,  but  to  - 
that  entrance  more  effectuafly  I  have  ordered  the  Winona  to  assist  the 

<■  in  watching  it. 
Acting  Bdaster  Ropers,  commanding  the  Man*  Sdnjtod,  who  for  the 
past  four  or  five  nights  has  been  stationed  off  Price's  Inlet,  reports  to 
me  that  ha  has  observed  every  night  range  lights  on  each  side  of  the 
inlet  and  a  fixed  light  on  BulTa  Island,  near  the  inlet.  I  am  therefore 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  blockade  runners  reached  Charleston 
through  this  inlet. 

Verj  h   pectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  (Jkkkn. 

Captatn . 
Commodore  s.  <  .  Kowan. 

I      nil'    (  %i 


R'jxnt  nf  Command. t  Bdlck,   U.  8.   X>n-</,  tmtOT  officer  i„  St.  .!,,), n'.-t 
jUver,  r  on  (/it  ion  of  aflnirx  in  M  'Vy. 


r.  S.  Steam  Sjux>p  Pawnee, 
Off  Jacksonville,  /-'/„.,  May  10,  1804. 

A  i  miral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  com- 
munication of  the  8tfa  instant,  by  the  <■■  which  arrived  at  l" 
p.  m.  Ias|  evening.  In  compliance  with  your  directions  to  report  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  river,  I  have  re-jH'ct fully  to  state  that  there 
aeetUM  to  be  no  inovement   of  great  importance   by  the  rein-]-  igainst 
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onrtroopB  Id  this  vicinity.  Errem  t In-  latest  Information  m  have,  1 
believe  tin-  it  ol  Jacksonville  does  not  exceed,  at  most, 

8,000  men.    General  Gordon  arrived  yesterday,  and  has  a 
nmnd  of  tin-  district  of  Florida.     I  beg  leave  to  state  thai  I  have 
referred  bo  him  the  question  as  to  whether  1 1 1*  *  naval  in  be 

reduced  on  the  St.  John's.     Hi-  repl  ial  at  present  it  eonld  not 

be,  and  in  view  of  the  long  line  of  river  to  be  kept  open,  I  can  not  but 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  General  Gordon. 

Our  forces  occupy  Pioolata,  and  the  rebels  are  exceedingly  active  in 
putting  down  torpedoes,  notwithstan<Ung  the  vigilance  which  has 
exercised,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  this  morning  the  steamer 
Harriet  A.  IT. ./was  destroyed  bj  the  explosion  of  two  torpedoes 
whilst  on  hex  way  to  the  bar  and  following  the  transport  Barton, 
The  Mahaska? %  picket  boat  was  quick!]  at  the  wreck,  but  as  yet 
nothing  has   hi-m  >a\ed.  as  mersunk    ID  less  than  our  iiiin 

There  were  6  killed  and  2  badlj  wounded.  From  an  Inspection  of  one 
of  the  screws  of  the  torpedo,  l  am  led  to  toe  belief  that  this  torpedo  is 
of  the  plunger  pattern,  such  as  were  used  in  the  Stono. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  General  Biri  in  command  of 

this  district,  having  received  Information  that  400  rebel  cavi 

esed  at  Fort  Gates,  formed  an  expeditioD  which  be  accompanied  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  this  force.     He  did  not,  however,  suoceed  in 

■Beting  with  the  enemy,  hut  ha-  gotten  a  large  number  of  cattle, some 
cotton,  turpentine,  etc.  Roing  short  of  pro visions,  nea  i  I  ake  Harney, 
be  asked  for  assistance  of  the.Sumier.  a  small  prize  steamer,  to  »■ 
port  BUjpplies  to  him  from  Jacksonville.  T  sent  the  Sumter%  in  com 
pony  of  the  Weed,  the  lath  r  iressel  not  being  able  to  go  up  the  river 
high  enough  to  land  the  supplies.  Tin'  Sumter  baa  not  returned,  but 
I  nope  she  will  be  down  to-mghl  or  to-morrow. 

Being  exceedingly  short  of  coal,  and  hai  ing  boiTowed  several  times 
of  the  army.  1  was  compelled  to  send  the  intadUla  to  Fernandina  to 
till  up.  and  I  regret  to  report  that  in  crossing  the  bar  she  broke  the 
extension  -hoc.  and  I  am  in  receipt  of  communications  which  lead  me 
to  fa  i    in- will  have  to  i'ort  [loyal  for  repairs.     I  regret  this 

at fidint.  and  will  endeavor  to  run  over  to  Fernandina  and  see   if   it  is 

absolutory  n ssary  for  her  to  go  t<>  Port  ttoyal,  though  I  fear  it  is. 

The  army  i-  short.  wry  short,  of  coal. 

I  am,  very  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

( ISO.   B.  lUi.ru. 
mmonder  and  Senior  Officer  Present 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlokkn, 

Oomdg.  South  A&anMc  Sloohig.  ront  off  Chaeietton, 


Rector  t  of  Auietant  Boutt1l<\  I' 

tUdODvered  in  St*  John?*  Hirer. 

D.8.  3.  Vixen, 
Pbri  Royal,  ?.  C,  May  //,  '1864. 

Dkak  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  write  that  we  arrived  hei    safelj 
this  afternoon. 

We  left  Jacksonville  early   yesterday   morning.     The  weather  was 
Blear  and  calm  with  ■  strong  ebb  ttdfl   running.     As  we  neared  the 
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doubtfn 
1 1  lame 
r<  >Howa 
chaoni 


hi  <if  the  ohannel    i.  •..  from  Tronl  Creek  to  Daniel's 
'all  Point    I  sent  Mr.  Harding  ahead  in  a  boat  to  Bound,  and 
ed  his  boat  it  alow  ape   I    teeping  Bpon  the  exterior  aide  or  the 
in  From  lo  t<»  1-  feet  of  water.     Aa  we  Beared  the  irre 


the  Horrid    L.  IF<^  we  couMaee  upon  the  surface  of  ti.<- >  aim  \-. 
:i  aeries  of  Utile  ripe,  indicating  the  preaenee  of  ■■  ot*below  the 

surface  disturbing  the  flow  of  the  current    Mr.  Piatt  called  myatteo 

tion  to  i.Iii'in.  ittiil  thought,  t lii-m  to  be  torpedoes.  There  were  bu  of 
these  lit  1 1  *  -  rip-.  1  i-.m  In-low  them  bo  the  next  channel  baaooQ  or 
post  and  anchored,  Bending  the  first  and  second  cutters  to  drag  for  the 
torpadoea,  if  they  weresuch.  Mr.  Phut  and  Mr.  Harding  were  put 
in  charge  of  the  boats.  In  less  t ) mil  one  hour  the)  bad  made  fust  to 
one  of  tin-  torpedoes,  and  bad  secured  it  to  the  post  near  where  it  waa 
planted  (see  tracing).    Rifle  bullet-  were  then  fired  at  it.  toendea\  oi 

e  boles  in  it  and  wet  the  powder,  bat  this  method  ceiled,  and  Mr. 
Piatt  then  lashed  a  huge  knife  to  a  pole,  and  succeeded  in  run 
moorings  to  which  it  sraj  attached,  so  that  ir  floated.  He  then  towed  it 
alongside,  and  we  made  sundry  ineffectual  endeavors  to  get  it  on  board, 
but  the  wind  had  risen,  censing  a  short  sea.  which  prevented  ns  from 
doing  so  safely,  a-  great  care  had  to  be  taken  to  keep  the  percussion 
cap  from  being  touched.  I  then  had  it  towed  to  .shore,  and  when  in 
smooth  water  it  was  lifted  on  land:  after  which  Mr.  Piatt  bored 
end  augur  hole-  into  it  (carefully  wetting  the  augur  while  boring). 
The  powder  was  then  poured  out  and  the  torpedoes  brought  saf eh  on 
board. 

I  called  the  naval  picket  boaiatome  by  signal  auri  pointed  on i  in 
theni  the  positions  of  tin-  remainder  of  the  torpedoes,  and  also  sent  a 

note  tit  Captain  Belch,  of  the  Rnone  ,  BenioT  naval  officer  in  the  river, 
informing  him  of  our  discovery  and  of  the  positions  of  the  torpedoes. 

All  this  OCCUnied  US  until  /I  p.  in.,  when  WC  got  underway  and  ran  to 
the  mouth  of  the  rfver,  crossed  the  bar  safely  at  JO  p.  in.  by  the  liea- 
000  range  lights,  and  arrived  here  at.  :;  p.  m.  to-day. 

i  aBeloee  a  sketch  of  the  torpedo  and  of  the  mode  of  mooring  used. 

It  is  very  simple  and  effectual,  consisting  of  a  oaak  L'  feet  long  and  L5 

diameter  at  center.     It  has  six  strong  iron  hoops,  and  two  solid 

wooden   cones,    i-ach    L.86    high    and    I. •_>.">    feet    diameter- at   base,   are 

strongrj  Beeured  to  each  end.    The-.'  art  ai  buoya. 

The  apparatus  for  exploding  it  ia  simple,  and  will  he  easily  under- 
stood  from  the  diagram.  It  is  of  bra--,  screwed  into  the  barrel,  with 
a  bit  of  thin  sheet  lead  soldered  over  the  percussion  cap  to  keep  ou1 

the  water.  Putty  and  tar  applied  around  the  exterior  of  the  joint 
make  it  effectually  waterproof,  and  the  whole  exterior  of  the  torpedo 
ia  thickl)  OOated  with  tar.      A    brass    OOVer    is  screwed    over  tin     sheet 

lead,  co\  crhig  the  percussion  cap  while  the  rebels  am  transporting  and 

setting  it.  Whan  it  is  in  position  this  brass  co\er  is  taken  off,  and 
then  a  blow  upon  the  abaci  lead  covering  lira  percussion  cap  drives  it 

in  and  explodes  the  cap.      A  tube  filled  with  fulminating  powder  had., 

from  the  nipple  of  the  plnnger  into  the  barrel,  which  hold-  about  70 

pounds  of   powder.      A  small   balance  ball  is  suspended  to  tin-  rape  b] 

which  the  torpedo  ia  --lung,  and  side  tines  lead  from  one  torpedo  to 
another,  forming  I  reticulation  whieh.  wln-n  inn'  i-  dragged  against  I 
•I.  is  vary  likely  to  bring  the  others  in  contact  with  her  and 
explode  the  whole  nest.     Two  exploded  under  the  II.  A.  Weed. 
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Bepori  "f  lixu'-A'lu.ii'il  !>■■  i  .    v    \  'mi  the  lie  if  of 

additional  attaint 


No.  187.  J 


l-Y.w;  Si  i 
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•KAMK.U    I'llII  .APKU'IIIA. 

Off  Mm  ./.  May  //,  is/;',. 

Sit;:  The  fJiiiiiiiKiii-Miinri  of  the  Department  of  Mai  ft,  encloi 
copy  <>f  a  loiter*  of  Mr.  Charles  Gfork,  of  Boston,  baa  bees  recer 
and  it-  oonteotBwill  be  borne  in  mind. 

e  do  doubt  I  na  who  an  engaged  in  runninj 

blockade  aw  making  efforts  to  construct  vessels  that  are  more  likely 
to  prove  successful  than  hitherto,  and  I  am  apprehensive  thai  t  Ik* 
blockade  will  not  continue  to  be  as  efficient  as  it  has  been,  roi  the  want 

of  vessel.-. 

The  largest  number  of  \e.s-ds  which  has  been  hereon  hlockade  duty 
lias  never  been  more  than  barely  sufficient  to  maintain  the  blockade 
generally,  ami  if  the  rebels  unr  acquainted  \\  ith  its  weak  points,  they 
would  get  is  and  out  oftener  than  th>  y  do. 

Subsequent  event-,  however,  bare  reduced  the  number  of  efficient 
vessels  considerably ,  as  I  have  already  informed  the  Department. 

Pbe  loss  of  the  aaueaionic^  the  lot  oj  the  Kingfisher  (which  lias 
withdrawn  an  active  steamer  from  the  blockade,  as  a  substitute),  the 
Pawnee,  Mahaska.  VnadiUa^  and  steam  tog  to  operate  in  the  St. 
.John'.-,  make  in  all  six  efficient  vessels  removed  From  the  blockade. 

Ofeourse.  I  have  do  reference  t<>  the  Dumber  od  off  duty  for 

repairs,  which  is  do  greater  now  than  it  baa  been. 

iiBgeal  i"  the  l  tepartmenl  that  five  car  ail  i 

and  efficient  steamer.-,  should  In  added  to  the  force  of  thi-  s.jii:idi-Mn, 
in  addition  to  which  five  or  *ix  should  be  sent  h 

which  economise  the  movements  of  burger  vessels  amazingly,  and 
Erequentlj  do  work  which  a  larger  v<  rery  well  perform. 

A-  for  tin   reported  i              of  blockade  runners  into  Charleston,  I 
think  we  are  pretty  well  informed  hen1,  and  very  quickly,  whom 
this  occurs,  and  I  do  not.  believe  that  the  blockade  lure  ha-  been  vio- 
lated, except   in  three  otocs,  by  the  •/-■ the   Roslyn    '</*■//•.  and  a 

schooner,  Dot  i  enrj  I  >re  ny  aa  i  it  al  bei  a 

It  i.s  rumored,  and  I  think  with  some  reason,  that  an  effort  is  mak- 
ing to  push  lignt-draft  vessels  into  the  Inlets  which  make  from  the 
hi  between  the  islands,  east  of  Sullivan's  Island,  one  of  which, 
Dewees  Inlet,  bomediateli  east  of  L  &  ptfa  of  LS  feet 

at  high  water,  and  one  of  the  i  rail  which  would  have  been  accom- 
plished i-\  the  occupation  of  Long  Island,  v. huh  I  proposed,  would 
have  been  the  stoppage  of  aU  the  •  inl<  I  *,  aa  well  as  a  menace  to  the 
rebel  commnnioationa  in  (lie  vicinity  of  Sullivan's  bland 

It  gives   DM  pleasure  to  say  th.it  the  'ill  retains  her  reputa- 

tion as  a  fast,  vessel.      It  i-  -fated  recently  at  a  very  blgh  hgUTB,  and  1 

-hall  take  some  occasion  !■>  have  it  hied  with  exactness. 

I    perceive    thai    Lieutenant-Commander  .lohnson,   whose   Opinion    I 

have  niueh  regard  for,  thinks  her  hatters  too  heavy;  hut  when  a  ves- 
sel -li  :  i  n  i  -  :i-  East  a.-  :-he  doe;-.  I  think  it  WOUld  be  mm  i-e  to  touch  her 

in  any  respect  whatever.  The  relations  between  her  various  condi- 
tions   must   he  excellent,  and    BjnOttg    these    nothing  is  more    important 

than  the  weights  carried  and  the  place-  where  ih«  \  are  carried. 
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1  to  roll  very  much;  that  la  ;i  characteristic  of  all  propellers; 
ull  roll. 

T  only  wwh  it  were  in  the  power  of  fin-  Department  i<>  send  me  b 
few  more  of  tlir  atme  kiih I. 

I  lm\  e  tlif  honor  to  be,  \ «  i  -.  rasped  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A.  Dahlbbi 
/,',        i  '  South  . \f /<'>///■■■  B  (iron, 

II. hi.  (JXDBOM   W  r.ri.Ks. 

>'- 1  /.  tary  >>f  tk    am  •.■■    Wat  Kington,  Ik  <  '. 


Bepori  of Ob/run  ■■'/■■/,,  /'.  S.  ding  the  return  of  thi 

j"  St.JohrCi  a 

itirrytmj  ttuj)  >opt. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sloop  Pawni 
QfJactootmU*  Flo.,  May  /',.  I 
Admiral:  I  have  the  bono]  bo  report  that  tin-  prize  steamer  Stsmtet, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Blaster  J.  C.  Champion,  of  this  ship,  returned  to 
this  Baeoorags  on  toe  evening  of  tin-  12th  inst 

An  you  have  already  been  informed  bj  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
Bbewae  Bent  op  tor  the  purpose  of  carrying  supplies  tothetra 

ler  i  ommana  oi  General  Birney,  near  Lake  Harney.     Sfc 
lully  accomplished  this  duty  and  returned  with  aquantil  bton 

captured  by  the  general  in  that  vicinity,    Tin-  cotton  was  turned  over 
promptly  to  die  treasury  agent  at  this  phv 

Lctwg  Master  Champion  reports  having  been  fired  into 
times  on  his  passage  down  the  St.  John's,  but  no  one  was  wounded. 
On  the  pasa  hie  river,  in  oompanj  with  tin-  Harriet  A.  Wised.  a 

sharp  Ire  from  me  boats,  with  small  rae  op<  aed  on  tin  '..■•.-els. 

and  Charles  W.  aforgan,  ordinary  seaman,  Attached  t<>  the  /'<■■■■ 

MylitK    mum. I.mI.      'I'iii'i  I  ort 

I  hav-  the  honor  t.»  lvjiort  all  quiet  on  tin-  St.  John's  from  PicolaiB 

to  tin-  har. 

In  tw<i  iliivf  niori'  1  expect  to  have  steam  up  on  this  Bhip.  hex 
repairs  having  been  completed,  and  tin  machinery  and  boilers  in  as 
good  condition  as  when  she  left  Philadelphia 

lam.  wry  respectfully,  pour  obedient  servant 

i  B,  Baloh, 
( 'omwmnd*  i  <t. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlosbn, 

South  Atlantic-  Blockdg.  So* 


Report  ■,/ [:,„,-. I thnirai  Dal  -  s-  Na  g  tfu  oon 

Hon  of  nji'iiir.'   '.', 
and  tram 

■ 

No.  190.  J  lis.,    -i  I'lIII.Al'FI  I'lIIA. 

OffNorru  l*Uma\  May  Uh  186+, 
Bar.  On  my  reto  I  found  tin-  fouo 

UaneraJ  BiUmore  bad  left,  taking  with  him  20,000  men,  an 
eral  Hatch  was  in  command,  with  a  Balance  of  14,500;  though  w  ith 


TH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUADKOtf. 


431 


'1   108<  i  'Hi  ti'm.-  !iim:-r|f,  yet  In  .11  those  Of  (ieneral  ( idlm 

which  ordered  him  to  remain  on  the  defi  tad  he  therefore 

obliged  to  'I"  ill"  same;  moreover,  the  greatest  Dumber  of  men  that 

he  could  collect  From  the  fixed  post     try  active  purpose  did  not 

exceed  :.'..'<"..  d 

The  rebels  were  said  to  be  improving  tin*  defensive  condition  of 
Sumter  by  building  bomhproofs,  and  bad  mounted  tour  or  five  ^una 
.mi  ill.-  channel  (aces. 

Having  nrt  entire  ironclad  force  present,  of  seven  monitors  and  the 
fronrid&i  I  felt  desirous  of  undoing  the  work  mid  preventing  further 

effort-. 

Wherefore,  1  convened  b  counci]  of  ironclad  captains  on  the  LOGh 
and  1 2th  of  May,  consisting  of  Oommodore  Bowan,  Commanders 
i  Harrisont  Lieutenant  Commanders  Simpson,  Gibson, 
Luce,  and  Davis.  ITic  Nahanl  being  without  a  permanent  ooinmander, 
[assigned  '"  her  Oaptaio  Qreen,  considering  that  It  was  due  to  the 
great  inn  rests  involved  that  the  operation  Bhould  have  the  advantage 
ot"  the  utmost  experience  and  ability  sit  my  command. 

Lmutenant-Oommaudei  Bradford,  my  chief  of  staff,  was  added  to 
the  above. 

A  lull  and  unrestricted  discussion  took  place  upon  the  ad  visibility 
of  attacking  Sumter,  in  order  t<>  reduce  it--  powers,  offensive  and 
defensive. 

The  vote  Btood  7  noes  to  8  ayes,  viz:  In  the  negative,  ('ommo<lore 
Rowan,  Captain  Joseph  F.  Green,  <  Sommandera  ( Sooner  and  Harrison, 
Ldeutenan^yommanders  Gibson,  Luce,  and  Davis:  in  the  affirmative, 
Lieutene  tmaudea  Simpson  and  Bradford.    Tin-  record  of  the 

council  is  enolosed  herewith. 

An  incursion  had  been  contemplated  by  General  Batch  ami  myself 
into  the  country  between  Georgetown  and  Mum-ll's  Inlet,  but  on  the 
iiMh  May  General  Hatch  notified  me  that  he  was  to  be  relieved,  and 

would  not  therefore  proceed  in  tlii*  matter. 

The   dhers    i  umined    the    bottom   of  the  /rwiSM&ff,  and   the 

reports  are  enclosed.  Their  opinions  and  thoseof  Commodore  Rowan 
will  probably  hud  to  her  withdrawal,  and  the  Montauk  is  represented 
by  her  eommander  to  he  in  a  condition  that  promises  very  little  service 
from  her  in  a  severe  <  e,i|i.  i. 

As  die  reinforcement  of  n inded  for  me  by  the  Deport- 

ment is  required  in  the  James  Blver,  and.  from  what  1  understand  to 
be  the  intentions  of  the  I  department,  may  afterwards  ho  sent  to  Modi  le. 
and  us  there  is  every  probability  that  the  Tronsidll  may  he  withdrawn 
for  repairs,  and  as  the  troops  are  reduced  toso  low  a  number  as  to  suffice 
only  kmt  defensive  purposes,  [am  apprehensive  that  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  Ua  active  operations  against  the  enemy  at  this  place  for 
some  tin 

On  which  account,  and  having  effected  all  that  I  helieved  to  he  in 
my  power  to  punish  the  atrocious  rebels  who  harbor  here,  1  respect- 
fully ask  to  he  relieved  and  transferred  to  some  other  duty  where  lean 

continue  b i  labor  for  the  can 

I  )  j  request  is  made  with  entire  deference  to  the  riawsof  the  Depart- 
ment, and  with  the  assurance  that,  cither  here  or  elsewhere,  all  my  service 
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i<  heartily  at  disposal  and    in  the  wiiv  which  may  be  itn  -I  BgVQOnble  to 
the  DejMirlimnl, 

I  have  tlif  bonoi  !••  be,  very  respectfully,  yo  ant  servant, 

J.  A.  D     I        IN. 
h'-'ir- Admiral,   /'■■•)■"/'/.  South  .1 

Hon.  Giubom  Welles, 

■  ■!■;/  of tin  Wavy,  Washington i  D,  ' 

[Eucl.Mnirea.] 

v .  s.  Flag -Stbahbb  Philadelphia, 

vrUaton  Road*,  Hay  W,  1864* 

In  conformity  with  the  ordei  -  of  Boar-Admiral  PahlgTrin, lOmmannV 
ing  I             'ii.  iii-  Following  officers  met  in  the  cabin  of  the  flag- 
oner:  Rear-AdmiraJ  Dahlgrcn;  C modore  Rowan,  commanding 

Ironsides}  I  tommanders  ( looperand  Harrison,  Lieutenants  ommanders 
Simpson,  (Kbson,  Luce,  and   Davis,  commanding,  respectively]  the 
monitors   Sangamon,  OatskiU,  Passaic,  Lehigh,  hani/acxei,  and    '. 
fe,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Miller,  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 


.  also  Lieutenant  Commander  Bradford,  flag  captain. 

e  paper  marked   lA, '  in  relation  to 
ope  rations  againt  I  Fort  Sumter. 


Admiral  DahJgreti  read  the  papei 


Each  officer  having  read  separateVj  the  official  documents  froi 
Nuw  Department  aadn       I  t"  [tear-Admiral  Dahlgreo  on  the  J'th 
October  and  November  2,  IW-k  |n  il  in  order  from  tin-  junior  to 

discuss  the  expediency  of  attaoong  Bumti  r 

This  oocnpii  al  hours,  and  an  adjournment  took  place. 

Mai   L2,  1864. 
Another  meeting  took  place,  in  which  i«ll  tin  preceding' officers  were 
present,  tog  Kb  Captain  Joseph  P,  Green,  of  the  Canandaigua\ 

and  Lieutenant-Commander  Filh  brown,  who  had  been  ordered  by  the 
Navy  Department  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Simpson. 

Bear-Admiral    Dahlgren  unformed  the  council  that,  in  <■ 
attack,  Captain  Qreeo  would  command  the  Nahant. 

i  marked  •"A"  was  again  read,  and  a  full  and  free  expree- 
•  'i  opinion  followed. 
Tin-  following  question,  shaped  t"  me  I  the  views  oi  the  members 
of  the  council,  was  then  voted  on.  as  follow 

Would   it  bo  advisable,    with    tin-   present    for.-.-   . . i    ironclads, 

seven  monitors  and  tin-  Us,  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the 

oflensh  e  and  defeosfr  e  powers  of  Sumter,  a-,  now  existing,  having  doe 
rd  to  the  general  interestfl  in  this  quarter  intrusted  to  the  squad 
ton,  to  tl  Bqueacea  that  would  ensue  in  tin-     ,-cm  of  a  serious 

1"  the  ironclad-,  and  to  tin-  vii-w.-  of  tin*  Na\  y  Department  set 

forth  in  communications  dated  October  9  and  November  z,  is 

Ayr     K.    Simpson,    lieutenant-commander,   commanding    /' 
.'.  M.  Bradford,  lieutenaaWsounnander and  fleet  captain. 

-No    8.  C  Rowan,  commodore,  commanding  Iron 
captain;  <i.  11.  Cooper,  commander;    N.   B.  Harrison,  conn 
commanding  Oatskiu;  William  Gibson,  lieutenant-commander,  com 
mending  /-•  nigh;  s.  I>.  Luce,  Ileal  i  »mmander, commanding  A 

John  L.  Davis,  lieutenant  commander,  commanding  jU 

In  the  affirmative,  2. 

In  the  negative,  7. 
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A. 

May  10,  L864. 

1.  It  I  that  the  rebeli  are  mounting  cannon  and  in  various 
ways  Improving  tin-  defenses  of  Port  Sumter. 

2.  The  force  boh  here  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  with  any  effect 
on  this  work  is  seven  monitors  and  the  fa 

be  m.Miii  supposed  to  be  in  good  fighting  order."  but 

foulness  of  bottom  is  said  to  have  reduced  the  speed;  in  one  rase,  the 
Lehigh  is  Baid  to  go  8  knots  and  the  GatskiU  i  knots, 

4.  Tlic  onjMnition  to  he  encountered  will  oome  from  the  Battery 
Bee,  Fort  Moultrie,  sod  two  works  on  Sullivan's  [aland,  eastward  of 
Moultrie,  from  one  rifle,  X-inch,  one  of  XI  -inch,  and  two  of  IX-ineh 
in  Sumter  (recent  reports  of  deserters),  also  from  the  rive  of  Fort 
Johnson,  and.  pos-dbly.  from  Simkins  and  Iln-kell  near  it:  three  iron- 
dads  in  the  upper  harbor  will  aet  arroidine  (<•  circuin-tanres. 

5.  Tin-  genera]  rlews  ol  the  Department   in  regard  to  o\ 

will  he  seen  from  two  documents,  dated  OctobeT  B  and  November  '2. 

ft.  The  question  will  be,  in  view  ot  earietin^  circumstance*, 
above  or  otherwise  within  your  knowledge,  and  sJeo  holding  in  view 
the  opinions  of  the  Department,  as  aet  Bonn  in  the  above-named  docu- 
ments, is  it  recommended  to  attack  Sumter  seriously  with  this  i 

in  Ordei  to   lessen  its  offensive  and  defensive  po we r,  and.  ill  ease   the. 

monitors  pass  Sumter,  should  the  Ironsides  accompany  them  or  ant  I 

7.  The  proceed  in gs  of  a  previous  oouneO  of  oncers,  having  refer- 
ence t"  :  operations  against  ( Charleston,  are  pli  i  I  before  you 
in  this  connection. 

6.  In  giving 8UD  opinion   it  Is  to  be   borne  in  mind  that  the  c|ii.Mion 
of  att.uk  must  embrace  the  general  interests  intrusted  to  the  Dl 
force  in  this  quarter  and  the  eoneequefr  es  thai  may  ensue  in  the  ereni 
of  any  serious  disasti  p  to  the  ironclads.     Ii  is  also  to  be  remembered 

that,  the  views  of  the  Navv  Department  must  control  all  opinion  and 
aetion.  and  in  this  respect  it  will  suggest  itself.  :il-o.  that  the  Ironsides 
must  probably  return  north  very  soon,  chat  the  \fontcmk  is  capable  of 
very  litilc  more  work.  and.  therefore,  on  the  six  remaining  monitors 

will  depend  the  blockade  and  all  tin-  positions  we  have  gained  in  the. 
last  two  vars. 
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BIteeeinH.  however,  from  the  statements  of  Captain  Davis  in  eooncfl  May  W  that 
the  Mtmtaut  i*  not  in  condition  to  esdun  rvice. — J.  A.  Dahlokkn. 
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Distribution  of  vend*  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May  16, 1864— -Cont'd. 
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John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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'.•it.  i-  from  two  naval  officers  to  Rear-Admiral  DoMgror^  /'.  S,  Ifavy^ 
offering  tl  r'  Confederate  rami  in  Mr. 

of  Xortli   < 

I  .  S.  S.  Cmipi'Kwa. 
Fori  Royal  Harbor^  8.  <"..  M»>,i  w,  / 
Sir:  The    undersigned   respectfully  volunteer  their   services   to 
attempt  tin- destruction  of  the  rebel  rams  which  have  lately  made  their 
appearance  in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina,    should  the  Department 
see  rit  to  accept  the  above  offer.  ;  of  the  plan  pro 

posed  will  be  immediately  submitted     As  a  matter  of  course,  the 
whole  is  hnsed  upon   the  nrv  pecuniary    I     i  lance  from  (i 

eminent. 

Bespeotrully,  your  obedient  servants. 

Edward  E.  Stone, 

Lieut.  /i,t/,t-('oiininin'!'i\  f.  $.  Navy- 

R.  II.  Thurston, 
Second  AssitUint  t.  U.  S.  JK 

ear  Admiral  .!.  A.  Daiil<;kk\. 

('•.null.  lU'xk-.iii  ft,  Off  ('hurt 


General-  in    ■  -■■■   lion  Admiral  /'■'  U.    V  NoJVffi  (<• 

('.  s.  Bfaoyl  >"   vietB  hnence 

Ofth*  J  '       'ihxton. 

Flao  SteaMF.i:   PHILADELPHIA, 

of  Wm  'V.  ist;.'t. 

Siu:  1  shall  leave  hare  to-day  for  Port  Boyal. 
You  will  ]>li-ase  to  take  charge  of  the  Force  inside  and  outside  the 
bar,  and  keep  me  informed  oi  paseinff  events,  at  least  once  n  week  or 
oftener,  if  called  tor  by  occurrences  ox  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Besides  the  usual  blockade,  too  nil!  have  a  careful  watch  kept  on 
the  small  inlets  seaward  of  Sullivan's  bland. 

You  will  not  permit  the  rebels  to  extend  themselves  beyond  their 
present  limits,  and  the  scout  boats  must  be  kept  actively  employed  at 
night  in  taking  notes  of  movements  in  the  harbor. 

On  emergencies  yon  will  have  the  usual  discretion.     For  ordinary 

communication,   you  will   find    the  arm\   mail   from  StoOO  convenient 

\>\  sending  an otlicer  t<i ixar your  dispatches,  if  you  deem  it  neeeasaiy. 

Vou  will  communicate,  whenever  you  deem  it  proper,  with  the 

els  i"  the  Dothward  of  tin-  no] L 
It  is  Intended  t<>  w  tteve  the  t&han  Allen  shorth  by  another  n 
i   o  fire  of  the  monitors  at  Sumter  may  *»■  discontinued  for  the 
m.  unless  a  further  necessity  for  it  should  ori 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieal  servant, 

.J.  A.  Dablgkbv, 
/■/.  South  Ail'iuti.  Blockading  Sq\ 

Commodore  s.  C.  Ron  ut, 

( bmmonding  1 .  8,  8.  //• 

I*.  S. — The  Nahant  i-  to  proceed  to  Port  Boyal  to  repair  damage 

.   water  line  received  from  the  lebels. 
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Ord  > J n,'u-«l  pal,) ({,■<».  r 

V  ,.•■    York  ■:''■■  nlisted m* 

Navy  Depabtment,  May  is,  186+. 
Siu:  The  V,  8.  Bhip  V.,/-  //  will  soon  leave  Portsmouth  for 

Port  Royal,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Vermont^  and  will  take  out  u 

draft  of  a  UKKlS&nd  Of  more  men  for  your  squadron. 

You  will  colled  together  the  nu  o  oJ  .your  Bquadron  whose  terms 
have  expired,  or  have  them  ready,  bo  that  they  can  be  sen!  t<i  New 
York  in  tin-  Vermont  when  tin-  New  Hampshire  arrives. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

GlI'KON     WeI.EES, 

St>  I  ivy. 

Beat  Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahloben, 

youth  Atlantic  Blockag,  Squadron,  ojf  Ohawieeton* 


.••ifif;  Secretary  qf  th\  Navy  to  Btar~jLdm4ral  Dahlgren^  I  •  -s'. 
Nov 

Navy  Department,  May  JO,  J$6£~ 

siu:  !  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  :i  communication1  dated  the  -'th 
in-taut,  addreeeed  by  the  Department  bo  Rear-Admiral  Fa n-a^ut.  rela- 
tive to  the  disposition  of   Moekade   runnels.      You  will  be  maided  by 

the  instructions  therein  contained  In  the  disposition  of  that  olai 
persons  thai  may  come  into  your  hands. 
Very  respectfully,  '-t<-.. 

(tipeon   W  i:i  i 

Navy. 
Rear  Admiral  Jho.  A.  Dan  qbi 

<  ■  .,.  Squad  >i. 


U- /  uuider  Baleh\  I .  S.  Navy, regard  UUonof 

qtfa*r$  >'»  -s/.  John's    au 


V .  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pawni 

QfJachonville,  Fla.y  May£Ot  1864. 

Ai'Mitiae:  1  have  the  honor  bo  report  all  quiet  in  this  vicinity. 

The  Ottawa  and  Nont  up  the  river  between  Jacksonville 

Pieolata.  when-  they  an  a  in  watohing  the  tnovements  o(  the 

enemy  and  picketing  the  river  by  boats  to  prevent  the  putting  down 
•  it  torpedi 

The  Mah  ioned  off  Trout  Creek,  between  this  place  and 

th<-  bar,  and  i-  rendering  excellent  service.     Lieutenant-Commander 
Lewie  has  been  very  vigilant,  and  after  great  labor  has  succeeded  in 
getting  threr  torpedoes,  which  be  bas  now  on  board  hi 
torpedo  snewhat  different  in  their  construction  from  those  here- 

tofore found,  and  1  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis  to 

■!i.  BDOnld  •  "ii  ivipiiie  one  to  be  sent. 

From  information  received  by  deserters,  K  is  believed  that  the 
force  immediate!}  in  Fronl  of  Jacksonville  has  been  much  reduced, 

•See  Beriea  I,  volume  10,  p.  61. 
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but  whether  our  force  is  strong  enough  to  make  an  adv«  omt 

n  hat  doubtful. 

Ynii  will  be.  pleased  to  (earn  thai  oar  repairs  an  completed,  and  thai 
we  have  stoaiii  up  t»n  Im»ui-iI  tin-  /  srith  tbe  expectation  thai  do 

considerable  repairs  will  be  Deeded  for  Borne  time 

1  bid,  v.-r\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Ba 

.<IO.Uo/.   . 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahxqren, 

Comi/ij.  South  Atlantic  Blookdg.  Squad,  I  '/utrfatc 


Latter  from  Briqadu  r  General  Gordon,  U.  S,  Army,  to  I 

Bllit'h,     if.     8m   Kll'' ll.    /'"/'  -it  /">'   tl" 

ion  ■'/  j'lrl.t  -it  \'o/<  ••/.  John1*  //■■' 


Jacksonville,  Fla.,  3%  -■'".  aw;-  fl&m. 

Captain:  I  learn  that  the  rebels  have  crossed  tin-  river  some  MX) 
strong  (said  *  TIh«v  linw  captured  another  of  my  pickets,  about 

20  men,  the  one  si  Saunders.  I  have  a  pickel  at  Voluaiai  50  men.  I 
am  afraid  they  will  gobble  these  men  up  unless  I  can  gel  b  gonboal 
upstream  to  intimidate  them. 

Tim  Sumter  am  reaeh  Volusia  and  protect  them  much  bo 
I  ran.     I  went  up  to-night  in  fhe  Hampton  with  200  men.     Can  yon 
not  start  the  Sxvrnter  immediatel)  for  Volusia,  and  aid  me  with  gun* 
boats  in  cutting  off  the  rascals! 

Yours. 

GbOBGI  II.   (loiJiM 

Jit-i'l-i'/i-  r   <!>  n-  )"! .    Com  u, .null, 1. 1   /•  j'  Flor'nlo. 

Commander  Balgbl, 

Cbmmandin(f  St,  -John's  Rfoer. 


n,-il.  r  of  R.or  Aihonol  Jhi],!,,,, ,,%   <  ,,,i. 

U.  is.  Nany%  >•</■■  >•  with  torped 

ETlAQ-STBAMSB   Piiii.vi'i-.i.iMiiA. 

ll'f  ■'/. 

Siu:  You  will  take  quarters  either  on  die  Pataptoo  or  WissaMokon 
for  the  purpose  of  experimenting  with  torpedoes  at  this  place 

When  you  have  satisfied  yourself  in  regard  t<>  their  Operation,  you 
will  join  this  vessel  at  your  earliest  convemen 

Ijieutenant-CoiimianuYr  Madman  will  furnish  you  the  necesearj 
means  t"  prosei  ute  this  work. 

Very  ivsju-ct t'ully.  your  obediant  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlqbj 
n ■-Ailni  treat,  Oom&g.  South    itlantie  Blockading  Squad 

Ensign  E.  J.  Diciiman, 

U.  S.  8.  PhOaddph 
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Report  of  Bear  Admiral  />  U.  8.   '• 

nf  daily  fii  '■■  Fbri  £ 

No.  SIS.]  I'  I.A0-STEA3IKH    PUIKADKI.I'HIA, 

IWt  Royal  Harbor,  U,  /S64. 

Sik:   1   have  already  inforiin-l  the  Department  tlmt  a  proposition  to 
attack   Sumter,  in  order  to   render  useless  any  additions  which  the 
rebels  may  have  made,  mu  submitted  to  ■  council  of  why,  who  J  id 
not  deem  ii  advisable  with  the  present   fo 
eirenmi  1 

I   concluded,  therefore,   to  ascertain   it   something  could  not 
ted  bj  a  pair  of  monitors  firing  dailj  into  d  e  work,  with  as  litth- 
i'xih.mii  able  to  the  fire  of  Moultrie. 

Che  resoh  showed,  however,  that  even  in  this  way  more  damage 
was  reoel  to  was  compensated  by  injury  to  the  enemy. 

Though  not  hit  often,  yet  the  decks  of  the  monitors  were  scored 
badly  when  ^h-x  were  hit,  and  the  Nahant  was  struck  below  the  over- 
bang  on   1 1 1 1    ode,  at   tin-  engine  room,  causing  an  ugly  leak,  not, 
perhaps,  dangerous,  but  not  to  be  neglected,  in  consequence  of  «; 
1  -  nov.  at  Port  Royal  repairing 

I   li  .'ii  udvunta^'  of  tlw  tirst   opportunity  since   1   took  com 

mand  to  visit  the  ressels  el  their  stations,  and  have  just  returned  from 
bow 
The  rebels  have  drawn  largely  from  their  forces,  but  so  have  we), 
and  the  relative  condition  is  therefore  unchanged. 

I  have  the  honor  u*  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

J.  A.  Dahlorxn, 
Sear-Admiral,  Qomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  >'■, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkli 

'/•(/  ,.f  th>:  Xiti'ij. 


Plan  submitted  try  Ensign  Pegram,  U.  S.  Navy ^ for a\ 

Charleston  Harbor. 

V.   S.    1-LAti -Stkamki:   PHILADELPHIA, May  22,  J,%'/f. 
Sir:  1  would  respectfully  mi  Sunt   tin-   following,  as  »   means   of 
destroying  obstructions,  consisting  of  piles  or  other  heavy  material, 
in  Charleston  Harbor. 

1  tm  i.-.i'.  1 


t.+ 
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The  powder  (coarse-grained,  phsed  obudou  powder)  intruded  tor  the 
explosion  ia  t<>  be  contained  id  aax-Amen  barrets,  covered  with 
pitch  to  exolade  moisture,  and  lead  (or  other  metal  o  lent  spe- 

cific gravity)  to  sink  below  the  surface,  Span  or  moats  are  to  be 
stepped  in  tlif  barrels  and  connected  with  doom,  the  object  of  which 
i<  i"  keep  the  barrels  ;it  s  Sxed  distance  below  the  water  line  (say  4  or 
«;  feet).  These  floats  or  buoys  to  be  firmly  ooooeoted  with  the  barrels 
or  torpedoes  by  diagonal  iron  braces.  The  whole  to  be  kept  stead} 
on  ■  erven  course  bj  a  large  redder  lashed  amidships  A  square  sail 
is  to  be  boot  to  the  two  masts  t->  as* 
sis!  the  tide  in  giving  tin-  torped 
ill.-  momeatnm  neces  te  the 

bursting  charge  by  forcing  borne 
piston  P. 

The  fuse  is  a  hollow  brass  or  com- 
position barrel,  screwed  into  the  tor 
o  and   lined    inside  with   frietioE 
powder.    Tbaa  ii  ignited  to  the  set 
i  end  of  tin-  piston  F  coming  in 
ihorp  contact  u nli  it.  v. ben  tiae  button 

T  hrinjfs  uj>  against  tin-  oKstnutioii. 

It  occurs  to  me,  sir.  that  with  b  fair 
wind  and  flood  tide,  it  several  of  these 
oonl ri  were  started  into  the  har- 

bor from  different  points,  some  would 
bring  up  against  the  obstructions,  and 
the  torpedo  being  in  such  close  contact  with  them  at   the  tin* 
explosion,  they  would  be  shattered  by  the  force  oi  ler, 

Respectfully  submitted. 

.In) in    C.    PlCGBAM, 

Ehriffn,  f  ■  -s'.  awry. 

Bear-Admiral  dons  A.  Dahlobbv, 

Commanding  South  Ailaniie  Bio  \g  8auadh 

The  above  Is  lubmitted  as  the  idea  of  s  clever  young  officer,  and 

mipht  l>e  made  useful. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Daiii.oickv 

r- Admiral. 


W 


(■•'■.'  Jr^«ftf.' 


ryoftUelFomftc  dmiral  DaMgren,  U.  S. 

ding  tht  u.  8.  S,  New  i 

Navy  DbpartmenI,  .1/  r4. 

Sir:   Direct  the    New    Ironside*   to    proceed    to    the    navy    yard    at 
Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(iIl'14-N    Wri.les, 

Secretin  amy. 

Rear- Admiral  Jno.  a.  Darxobvn, 

Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  Btockadg.  Sguadron,  qff  i  on* 
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Order  of  thi  Sea  ftht  Navy  to  Commander 

Naw  Dbpartment,  May  .'•>.  /■•■ 
Sut:  Proceed  with  the  U.  s.  ship  &  ■  Port  Royal,  8.  <"..  ami 

report   to  Rear-Admiral   Dahlgren,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  for 

duty  in  the  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very   nsp.-ct  |'lill\  .  etc., 

<il  I  •!■:<. in   Wf.IJ.RS, 

Oottunander Geo.  M.  Colvooorb88R8,  l     8.  Mai 
manding  V.  S.  Ship 


Order  of  the  8*  t  bmmoa\ 

Ndwu  ■■"■■■  :  <■  S.  ship  New  Hampshire,  to  prooeed  t»  I 

/.  .v.  a 

Naw  Department,  May  23,  isG4. 
Sik:  a>  socin  :j-  iIk-  V. /><  Ifuwj/shin  bas  1 1< •  i  stores  and  th«-  men 
detailed  b>j  the  Bureau  of  &nnpmentandBecruitingon  board,  you  will 
proceed  with  her  to  Port   Royal,  S.  C,  and  deliver  her  to  Rear  Y«l 
miral   Dahlgren,  end  after  toe  necessary  transfers  have  been  nude 
yon  will  take  command  of  the  Vermont,  now  at  Port  Royal,  and  pro- 
ceed  with  thai  vessel  to  New  York. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welli 

St  en  '"/■>/  ■■' 

Commodore  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Cbmmdff.  I .  S.  Ship  \->r  Hampshire,  Poriemouihy  If.  II. 


h   I     ?.    S.  '  '•! v .:.//,'/„.  n>  St.  John's  HI  ,>,,-.  Florida^ 
Max 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy. 


No.  380.] 


Flag-Steambb  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  < ..  May  SO,  186±. 
Sut:  Tin-  mail  steamer  is  about  to  leave.     A  rumor  reached  me  yi 
terday  thai  the  OoUahbine.  r  light  draft  tug,  bad  been  tired  on  in 
St.  John's  above  Jacksonville  and  i  tptured  by  the  rebels, 

i  he  \r  .1  which  is  said  to  have  brought  the  rumor  has  no  word  of 
any  kind  to  m<>  from  Captain  Batch,  who  is  at  Jacksonville,  and  Gen- 
eral Foster  has  received  no  information  on  the  subject,  save  this 

rumor. 
1  hope  it  is  iinfonnded, and  ana  just  dispatching  the  Hah  to  bhs 

'<•  tin-  honor  to  be,  wry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•i.   A.   I > \ Ml..  KIN. 

Bear-  Admiral '.  Oomdo,  South  A(UmUo  Blockading  Squac 

Hon.  GfDHON  WbU 
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Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dihlgron.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Batch.  TJ.  6.  Bevy 

I'  i  lq  Sa  I'iiilaim 

Fori  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <'..  May  R9, 

Sir:  The  loss  of  th  <Linr  is  j  u~i  repotted  from  the  shore.     I 

hope  it  is  not  true. 

f  send  down    Knsijjn    Dicliiiian.  with  pedoeB,  to  de*tro\    the 

SI.   Mori/*  in  ease  you  should  at  any  t  i  1 1  n  •  think  it  ad\  i-iU 

hear  to  prevent  possession  by  the  rebels. 
They  may  also  be  osed  in  other  ways. 

Very  respectfully,  poor  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Duilorkn. 
R'in-A'hh  ■''■/.  South  Atlantic  .  8ouadroih 

< tommander  I  \bq>  B.  Bali  b, 

'  bmdg.  I    S,  8.  /'"'<  [{)i.r,-r  J',.,  ,,/,  St.  John1*  /. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Daalgren,  17.  8.  Wavy,  forwarding  military  dispatches. 


Nov  988.]  FLAGSHIP   PHILADELPHIA, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  v  '   .  May  SO,  t86± 

Bib:  I  have  just  received,  by  tkecourtetn  of  General  Foster,  the 

enclosed  ilispnti'licH  to  him  from  General  Gordon,  now  commending 

the  troops  at  Jacksonville,  From  which  it  will  Ih-  perceived  that  the 

mbtnt  has  been  captured. 

The  loss  will  be  much  felt,  becanse  1 1 » i -  te  one  "f  the  few  steamers 

that   I  ha\  B  of  BUCfa  light  draft 

Captain  Batch  will  bo  doubt  report  the  details 'when  be  gets  them 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resj tfullj .  your  obedient  servant. 

.i.  \.  I 
Rear-jLdm£rali  Comdg   South  Atiantie  Blockdg,  8gn 

I  Ion.  t  rtDBOfl    WeLLBS, 

Secretary  of  th*  Nwoy,  Washi 


Boport  of  Brigadier-General  Gordon,  U   8.  Army. 

QSADQUABTEBS   I  H 3D    I  r»A, 

JaahonwU^  Fla.<  Ma\  :'h 

Caitain:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  90th  instant  1 
received  from  Colonel  Noole,  con  ;  Forces  easl  o!  the  St.  John's 

River,  information  tii  Bbool  16  men  and  1  officer  bad  been 

captured  by  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  the  river  and  I  the 

post 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  I  advanced  Colonel  Noble's  ooi 
cation,  in  which  I  ordered  bun  to  withdraw  bis  guards  from  the  rivei 

Volusia  and  Sounder-. 

Dn  the  night  of  the  91st  I  received  another  con  ->i  ion  from 

Colonel  Noole,  stating  that  a  Force,  less  in  nnmber  than  ail  Wclaka, 
bad  been  captured;  mat  the  enemy,  reported  to  be 400  strong,  were 
.said  to  be  pushing  northward  on  cast  side  of  river. 

I  received  the  uisl  communication  ataboul  II  at  night.  I  *  i  an  hour 
I  started  for  the  nearest  point  thai  threatened.     I  carried  with  me,  in 
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tin-  steamer  (  %arUt  Him  lOOmen  from  this  garrison.     Ai 

request  Captain  Batch  ordered  two  gunboats  t<>  aocompani  ma,  toe 

Ottawa  and  the  little  steam  tog  Cblumbi Vt   Picolata  [added to 

my  force  six  companies  of  Colonel  Beecher/e  raiment  and  all  the 
available  force  of  ine  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Sen  fork  Regi- 
ment, numbering  in  all  about  860  or  T* h »  men. 

I  was  obliged  to  use  the  ni  i  as  well  as  Houghton 

pert  the  troo] 

On  Sunday,  He  32d  instant,  J   arrived  at  tl.<  ig  opposite 

Palatka  M>  movent  nts  bad  been  slightly  delayed  by  time  expended 
:it  Picolata  in  filling  Band  bags  (no  cotton  or  bay  bales,  save  one  of 
the  latter,  being  available)  to  render  the  tittle  tug  CoA  less, 

vulnerable. 

]  designed  running  the  tog  op  the  river  to  Volusia  to  protect  thai 
portion,  if  threatened,  which  I  could  not  doubt,  from  the  report  of 
Colonel  Noble. 

Although   t 1 1 x   marsh  was   lengthened    b]   disembarking  oppoc 
Palatka,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  convey  troops  farther  up  the  St. 
John's, 

The  Ottawa  was  to  continue  to  tin-  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek  to  afford 
ull  possible  protection  i"  the  (  blumbine.     Tin1  Oolumbwu  was  ordV 

iroeeed  Emmediatelj  to  Volusia,  and  afford  all  possible  assistance 
to  we  force  at  Volusia.  The  Ilmtijhtim  was  to  await  further  orders 
and  was  to  keep  near  the  Ottawa  for  her  protection. 

J  m  my  manh  toward  the  road  from  St  Augustine  to  eross- 

in*j  of  the  Haw  Creek,  thence  to  Volusia. 

Bent  "ii  the  evening  of  the  21st  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  > 
saying  that.  I  should  move  for  this  position,  and  directing  him  t<>  keep 
forward  to  the  same  point,  and  beyond,  if  practicable,  all  his  available 

in  l"nnfr\   and  <  :iv:ilr\ . 

1  have  thus  stated  all  the  movements  ordered  and  commenced  from 
Saturday  night  at  IS  o'clock  until  Sunday  at  i  p.  m. 

Before  the  Cblumbi  I   I  placed  on  board  of  her,  at  request 

of  Commander  Breese, of  the  t,a  guard  of  25  menandSomN 

of  Colonel  Beeoher's  regiment     1  Informed  aer  commander  that  1 
should  press  forward  with  mj    troops  in  the  direction  in  which 
was  goings  that  1    would  afford    him   all  assist.-un-.-  :b  Minn  ;»-  1  could 

reach  lum;  that  I  should  not  oonsidei 

an  indication  that  h<  danger.    This  was  assented  to  bv  the 

commander  of  the  <  '•■/«//</•>',:,■.  who  said  he  would  throw  up  a  rocket  if 
he  was  in  danger. 

My  march  was  prolonged  into  night  1  accomplished  about  9  miles 
and  encamped  on  north  aide  of  Haw  Creek.  This  creek  is  impassable 
hut  by  boats.  1  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing  from  artillery  in  the 
lirecDon  of  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek,  but  saw  no  rocket  and  had  no 
dispatches.  I  presumed  the  firing  to  be.  the  ordinary  shellingof  the 
woods  by  the  gunboats. 

1  pie— id  forward  mi  Mmnlav  mornhu/.  making  that  day  ahout  80 
miles;  1  encamped  si  night  at  crossing  of  Hav\  Creek.  I  found 
Colonel  Noble  bad  pushed  his  tni  miles  farther  and  that  his 

cavalry  was  at  Volusia. 

The  garrison  at  Volusia  wi  no  rebels  this  side  of  the  river; 

the  two  small  posts  at  \V(daka  and  Saunders  captured,  shamefully 
BUrrendered,  I  hear:   not  a  gun   Hied.      1    have,  ordered  full  reports  to 

be  made,  which  1  will  transmit  when  received. 
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I  found  the  country  ptM.pl.'  quite  Merited  and  quite  i  onfideiri  thai 
the  enemy,  700  strong,  were  el  crossing  of  Ban  Creek;  indeed,  from 
reports  I  had  reason  to  believe  some  truth  in  this. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  23d.  directed  Colonel  rToble  bo  Bend  the 
cavalry  down  the  count rv  to  drive  in  the  herds  of  beef  cattle  which 
His  well  known  arc  going  toward  rebel  armies.  I  also  directed  him 
to  tell  the  Griwnbint  to  go  down  the  river,  thai  I  had  ao  further 
tor  her.  lbs  infantry  I  ordered  toconeentrat  tl  op  0  miles  south 
of  St.  Augustine,  at  that  place,  and  at  1'icolata. 

Tin  900  of  the  One  hundred  aud  forty-fourth  were  ordered  to  return 
to  Jacksonville. 

My  reasons  for  this  disposition  and  my  view-;  of  the  only  mode  of 
operating  with  infantry  in  this  country  of  immense  distances  and 
inimitable  pine  deserts,  I  have  given  to  the  commanding  general  in  b 
pin. ate  I'M-  r. 

Having  accomplished  all  1  oould,  I  did  not  deem   it  advisable  to 
attempt    bo   pursue  tin*   enemy  across    the    river,  and    being  totally 
unprepared  to  do  it,  if  [  had  mought  it  advisable,  as  I  bad  no  bonis, 
and  having  no  rations  and  no  transportation  for  any  with  me.     I  m 
my  wav  Imck  bo  the  landing  at  Pieolata  to  take  the  steamer  Houghton 

to  Jacksonville.      1    reached  the    river  Tuesday,   the   23d,   at  ahoul  4 
o'clock  p.  in.      A  dispatch   from  the  Ottawa  at   the  mouth  of  Dunn's 
Creek,  to  whom  I  sent  my  aid,  gftVC   me  the  Hist  information  that  the 
enemy  had  opened  with  artillery  on  Sunday  night  on   the  I! 
and  on  the  gunboat. 

The  Houghton  had  got  underway  and  proceeded  downstream, 
was  struck  three  times  with  12-pound  solid  shot,  once  amidships  and 
near  walking  beam;  no  great  harm  don.        I  proceeded  to  Orange  Mills 
and  there  found  the  HmtghU»>. 

This  morning  a  report  from  Colonel  Noble  informed  me  of  the  Iobs 
of  the  tug  O'lnjuhinr  and  capture  of  most  of  those  on  board.  ( ioIoneJ 
Noble  writes  me  that  some  (I  -ay  how  many)  of  the  Thirty- 

fifth  Colored  had  made  their  way  to  Haw   Creek   and   had   given  thi.- 
infoimation.     They  say  that  on  Monday  night,  the  28d,  Opposite  Bone 

Landing,  the  Cbhtmouu  was  opened  upon  as  she  was  coming  down  the 

river,  llial  -he  was  disabled  DJ  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  was  captured 
by  900  Of  the  enemy. 

It  was  on  Tuesday,  the  24th.  at  4  o'clock  p.  DL,  that  1  communicated 
with  the  Ottawa,  then  lying  at  the  mouth  or  Putm-  I  reek,  and  within 
5  miles  of  Horse  Landing.  The  Ottawa  had  been  here  since  Sunday 
and  yet  ihe  knew  nothing  of  the  report. 

morning  my  cavalry  captured  a  prisoner  who  says  that  Dieki- 
son  (rebel)  Bays  he  has  captured  a  little  boat  and  two  small  guns;  I 
he  has  burned  the  boat. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  this  firing  on  Sunday  night  was  by  the 
enemy's  artillery.     This  fact  was-  not  communicated  to  me  until  Ti 
day  afternoon,  too  late  to  do  anything  for  the  Columbia*,  if,  indeed, 
anything  could  have  bean  done  for  her. 

1  deem  ir  fortunate  thai  I  did  not  attempt  to  run  farther  up  the 
liver  than  Picolata  with  m\   troops. 

I  will  submit  further  fact-  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  Colu/nb'tn,- 
and  the  capture  of  the  two  posts  at  Welaka  and  Saunders  as  soon  as 
received. 

While  regretting  the  losses,  and  condemning  whatever  there  may 
have  been  reprehensible  in  conduct  of  commanders  at  Welaka  and 
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Sam  ffinl  Vrnnrr  fhci  nlaaati  and  her  ^ulluut 

I  dud,  in  the  attempt  to  relieve  mj  oommai 

M>  reconnoiaaance  t<>  the  front,  of  tin-  26th,  baa  A ■•  eloped  the  fact 
that  thei  i. .-ins  ut  Camp  fuiegaiL     1  captured  a  prisoner  this 

morning  w  b<  i  confirms  I  be  fad. 

Tli  1 1  Camp  Milton,  of  the  - 

Florida  Cavalry,  Colonel  McCormick  (effective  men),  600. 

Artillery,  two  small  pie  imp  Milton  and  McCurthafMoGirfs] 

ly  fortified. 

At   Baldwin,  do  ta  ortifieation;   two  pieces  of  anil 

ten . 

\i   trestle,  aerosc  the  St  Mary's,  being  fortified  at  this  lime   bj 
negri 

Stats  i  lised  for  Stats  defense.    Three  companies  sxpeeted 

dailj  at  Gamp  Milton,  and  2,000  in  all  looked  for. 

Captain  Dickenson's  [Dickison*sJ  cavalry  has  300  effective  men  Btav 
tioned  at  Palatka;  Donham'e  artillery  or  lighl  pieces  on  St.  Jol 
River,  near  Welafca,  Saunders,  and  noise  Lsutdinff. 

I  :mi.  i -:t]i1:iin.  v.  vy  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

Ghao.  H.  Gobtjon, 
Brigadier  nding, 

plain  BritriEU. 
AjUutant  A</j>  >dh. 


Report  of  Colonel  Hoble,  0.  8.  Army,  commanding  forum  Eaat  8t.  John's  River.  Florida. 

Hkaih.'i  aKTOfl  U.  8.  F"ic 
East  si.  John's  River,  ll»,r  Oreek,  May  ■.'>:.  I 
I  aitmn:  I  have  il'1   1 1 -         to  report  that  I  am  returning  from  Vol- 
usia with  the  detachmeal  of  Seventeenth  Connecticut,  who  have  b< 
stationed  there,  accompanied  by  two  families  of  refugees;  have  five 
loads oi  nnginnsd  cotton.     It  ta  reported  to  me  this  morning  i 
parly   of  soldiers  of   the  Thirty  tilth    C   S.  Colored  Troops  that  the 

fnnboal  (  bfami  th  all  on  hoard  except  themselves) 

5  tli--  rebels  Monday  d  gfit    The  vessel  was  disabled  by  the  enen 
cannon  fror    ppoaite  none  Landing,  so  that  she  ran  aground,  when 
a  party  (reported  bj  mem  to  be  200  strong  came  off  from  the  oi 
shore  and  captured  the  vessel.     No  farther  particulars  can  be  gained 
i  these  men.  except  that  then-  were  a  number  killed  and  wounded 
mii  board  the  ship  bj  the  enemy's  cannon.    These  men  are  without 

clothing  except  t&eir  shirt  - of  them  is  slightly  wounded, 

ihavt-  the  honor  to  be,  yen  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

W.  H 
Cuh ,,i,K  Seventeenth  ■■'  VoktfUeersf  Comdg.  Forces. 

Captain  II.  I '.    >.  OTT, 

t  A'/juta/if  i-  '!,(  of  Fh" 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breeie,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ottawa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Bay  Point,  May  JS,  Wflf. 
Sik:  In  compliance  with  vonr  instructions  of  the22d  instant,  I  ■ 
underway  in  this   vessel,  with  the  Gohtmbwe   in  company,  and  | 
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ccede*l  to  Picolata,  where  I  hud  :i  consultation  with   General  Gov 
on  tli'-  subject  of  the  ezpeditioo.     It  was  imaged  that  I  should  take 

870  troops  on  board  this  vessel  and  LOO  on  board  of  the  and 

proceed  with  them  opposite  to  Falaska  and  there  land  them;  the  t 

'■■■  to  retain 80 of  hen  on  boards  i.    The  steamer  Bough- 

ttm  accompanied  us.  with  General  Gordon  and  about  300  num.  At 
4:15  p.  hl  we  arrived  at  Falatka,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked, 
and  tin-  Cfolumbuu  and  thk  vessel  proeeeded  up  the  river.     I  seat  the 

ud.  a-  she  was  the  mster,  and   tin-  object  w:is  to  reach 

Volusia  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Cotvmoint  was  protected  by  50 sand 
me  bales  of  hay.  I  enjoined  caution  on  the  captain  and 
directed  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  gray  to  Volusia  and  take  our 
in  on  board  if  they  were  there,  and  return  immediately,  and  if 
they  had  been  captured  to  return  at  once.  The  understanding  between 
the  (genera]  and    myself  was  that  I  should  go  on  up  a>  far  as  the  pilot 

could  take  the  vessel}  which  I  thought  would  be  about  Brown's  Land 

ing,  "J*hj  or  300  yards  above  Dunn'-  <  reek.  At  7:20  p.  m.  of  the  82d 
instant  1  came  to  anchor  otf"  Brown's  Landing,  about  260  yards  dis- 
tant, and  just  astern  of  osthe  Houghton  anchored.  N61  knowing.why 
she  came  up,  I  took  the  dingey  and  wmt  on  board  to  ascertain,  when 
I  was  informed  that  the  general  thought  it  best  that  she  should  be 
und.-r  the  pn  of  this  vessel  dunngthe  sbsenoeof  (she  troops. 

I  had    searcely  been    t  <  1 1 1 1    this  whin   1  :.rli"d  le.    I  he  report  OJ    1 

tieldpieee    tired  at  the    OttcOOO,      I    immediately  jumped    into    DBJ    boat 

and  returned  to  the  ship  before  she  had  fired  a  snot  in  return,  but  she 
was  all  prepared  and  in  the  set  of  firing  At  7:60 engaged  the  enemy 
and   tired    by  the  Hash  of  their  gUOS.      We   could  distinguish   nothing 

else.  The  enemy  had  four  fieldpieces  «»f  from  6  to  0  pounders,  I 
should  fudge,  and   Bred  shell,  grape,  and  solid  shut  at  us  and  me 

Houghton.    The  firii  rapid  at  first  and  rory  accurate,  but 

after  the  third  discharge  of  tb£  IGO-pounder  rifle  th  d  tiring 

entirely  and    retreated.  I   presume.      Tins  vessel  W8S  -truek   I ►  v  grape 
37  times  and  received  a  shell  through  the  smokestack.  Dairying  u 
also  the  mainstay.     Fortunately  then-  were  no  oasualtaes     The  chain 

whs  slipped  us  soon  as  possible  to  get  the  vessel  in  motion,  as  we  were 
too  good  a >  target  for  them.  The  firing  was  continued  on  our  side 
until  '.':-Ji»  p.  m.,  some  time  after  the  enemy  had  eeasei  !  was 

not  certain  but  what  he.  might  be  lurking  somewhere  "ii  the  banks, 
and  I  spread  the  tire  along-  the  river.     At  !•:  J.",  p.  m.  anchored  nil 
mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek.     At  9  a,  m.  on  tbi  I  underway  and 

weighed  the  anchor,  which  had  been  slipped.    The  vessel  was  not 

again  tired  upon.  The  landing  would  searcely  be  noticed;  the  woods 
Were  very  dense,  and  the  under<_Towt h  extends  to  the  water's  edge.      1 

d<»  not  know  whether  we  inflicted  any  damage  upon  the  enemy  or  not, 

but   presume  we  did,  or  he  would    not   have   ceased    filing  BO  soon.      1 

did  not  feel  justified  in  landings  bout,  as  it  would  be  in  she  way  if 
fired  upon.     It  is  with  pleasure  1  can  testih  to  the  spirited  and  manly 

conduct  of  the  officers  and  man. 

Or.  the  afternoon  oi  the  iMth.  i  m    ouj  ■•  od  from  General 

Gordon,  Lnformlng  me  that  all  had  been  accomplished  by  the  expedi- 
tion that  could  be.  and  that  h  Bel   to  return  to  l'alatka 

and  embark  the  troops  that  she  had  landed  there,  and  thai  be  bad  sent 

B messenger  to  the  Uofatmbin<  to  return.  I  immediately  returned  CO 
Palatka,  and  anchored  at  5:20  p.  uo.     1  there  saw  an  orderly  from 
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Qeneral  Gordoa,  informing  me  tliftt,  as  the  //•  was  not  there,  hr 

had  concluded  to  go  by  bind  to  Orange  Mills,  and  there  embark 
troops.     1  remained  at  anchor  all  night  with  1 1 »<*  hope  that  the 

would  return,  bu1  heard  nothing  of  her.    At  11:10a.  m.,  on  the 
594th,  anchored  al  Orange  Mills,  bul  found  do  troops.    Dm  general 
liml  embarked  pari  of  nil  men  on  board  of  the  //• 
remainder  he  bad  marched  icro  'lata.     It  Left  me  in  an  awk> 

ii.  it-  the  vessel  could  not  float  across  the  flats.     1  i 
nil  board  7  stragglers,  lefl  behind  atPalatka,  und  4  from  Orange  .M 
belonging  t<>  tine  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  and  One  honored 
fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers.    On  the  88th  instant  cros 
flats  nnassiBted  and  anchored  of!  Bay  Point,  agreeably  to  your  >n 

/accompanying;  this  u  a  report  of  ammunition  expended   in    the 
engagement  with  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  LlVlNoSToN   Bbb 
/  nmandt  r,   I .  -s   Navy. 

CSommander  Gsobcfb  B.  Balor. 

-  Sf.  ./,,;.  ,   Floiillti,  Jack-  Ft". 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgron,  D.  8.  Harj,  traninuUinj  confirmatory  report  of  Com- 
mander Balch,  U.  8.  NaTy. 

NO.  s  I"i\(i  Steamer  Philadelphia. 

IWt  Iit,yal  Harbor,  S.  <\.  Jrau  {,  tS6^ 
Sik:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Commander  Balch.  senior 
officer  present  in  the  St.  Johns   River,   Florida,  from  which  there 

9l .1  ins  to  in    little  doubt  Of  the  capture  of  the   i '■•' >n.ih'. 

A>  the  officers  and  crew  are  probably  prisoners,  it  will  be  ifflpOC 
ble  to  have  an]  Investigation  at  this  time. 

rhere  Is  always  move  Or  less  risk   in   passing  these   light    steam. 
through  narrow  where  they  are  liable  to  l>e  fired  on  without 

any  warning  from  the  densely  wooded  banks,  and  can  not  turn  readily 
or  maneuver,  while  their  aruuuiient  i.s  too  trifling  to  be  of  mucli 
account 

■still,  when  tie  operations  of  the  land  force--  require  BUchaid,  it  is 
jary  to  give  it.  and  do  an  well  as  we  can, 
1  gave  the  honor  to  be,  rerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1    A.  Dahluren. 
Cfamdff.  South  Atlantic  Blocl         tyuaaron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki  i 

s<.-r>  taty  '■?' * i> 


Report  or  Commander  Balch,  D.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S    8.  Pawnee. 

I'.  S.  Stkam  Sijoop  Pawnee, 
Of  Sat  faon  vtUe,  Fla, .  May  ■ 
Admiral:  1  regret  to  !  -port  the  capture  of  the  Colurnt 

by  the  rebels  on  Monday,  the  28d  instant,  and  under  the  following 

circumstances: 

By  the  enclosed  eommunicationa  you  will  perceive  that  two  of  our 
paste  on  the  easl  side  of  the  St.  John's,  left  by  General  Birney,  were 

Cured  by  the  enemy,  and  another,  consisting  of  50  menat  Volu 
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i-i  iinminexri  danger  of  being  captured,  Information  was  received  by 
General  Gordon  at  1 1 :4« i  p.  m..  of  theSlst  instant,  who  immediately 

asked  my  assistance  in  try  ins  to  save  the  post  ;it  Volusia.  [Jpoo  con- 
sultation with  the  raneral,  it  was  deemed  by  as  advisable  to  send  th& 
Ottowavod  t'nlxmh/n,  up  the  St.  John"-,  the  form  n- up  the 

river  as  the  depth  of  waver  would  admit,  and  the  latter  to  proceed  to 
Volusia  with  all  dispatch,  to  assist  the  troops  »t  thai  point,  and  also  to 
prevent  the  enemy  From  reerossing  to  the  wasl  bank  of  the  8t  John's. 
General  Qordon  amharked  hia  troops  in  the  UharUs  II  and 

without  delay  proceeded  to  l>i<-olata.  where  he  pui  aboard  she 
and  Gb&utnbwu  an  additional  force,  and  together  pn  ap  the  river 

to  a  point  near  l'alatka,  w  lu-n  he  disembarked  his  troops  ami  marebed 
at  once  for  Volusia.    Xbe  tf/tetsa  and  Gofambin   left  Cor  the  purp 

oarrying  out  me  plan  as  agreed  upon,  the  Ottawa  anchoring  at 
Brown's  Landing,  distant  [fl  mil.  by  the  river  from  l'alatka,  the 
Houghton  In  company  for  greater  protection,  by  order  of  QenersJ 
Gordon;  the  <'■■■■  |  POi  •    d  ing  without  delay  to  Volusia  har,  which 

she  reached  at  li  p.  m.  of  the  22a  instant. 

1  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  Li'ut«nant  Commander  Breese,  of 
the  Ottawa,  detailing  bo  account  of  the  attack  made  on  hie  vessel  and 
tin  Bougfoon  by  a  rebel  battery.  You  will  be  pieased  to  learn  from 
the  report  of  Lieut  nanl  Commander  Breese  that  the  imttery  was  soon 

silenced,  and  much  to  the  credit  ot  &e officers  and  crew  of  'hat  ve 
The  engagement  took  plat  e  t.n  Sunday  nijfht,  the  93d  instant,  and  the 
Ottawa  remained  at  anchor  ofl  Brown's  Lending  till  the  afternoon  of 
tin;  _'4th.  wln-ii  the  messenger  (referred  to  in  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breess's  report)  arrived,  bringing  the  information  from  General 
Gordon  that  all  bad  been  accomplished  and  that  the  general  had  sent 
word  to  the  Goksmhitu  to  return. 

From  Lieutenant  -Commander  BroSSC,  I  learned  that  the  pilot  of  the 
<>tl"  of  the  hot  on  the  river)  declined  to  take  the  ' 

ther  op  the  river  than  Brown"-  Landing,  not  00  BCCOUntof  the  depth 
of  water,  but  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of   the  channel,  and  the 

impossibility  of  making  tin'  turn-  in  it  with  a  vessel  of  the  0 

length.      It  woidd  therefore  seem  that  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese 
literally   oheyed    my  orders,  which    were  to  go  as  far  tip  the  river  as 
ible. 
By  the  report  of  Colonel  W.  11   Noble,  commanding  United  States 

forces  on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John's,  VOU  will  learn  that  tie 
Mas  was  captured  on  Monday  nigbl  by  the  enemy  ai  Horse  Landing. 
This  landing  is  distant  by  the  river  some  '.,  iniles  above  Brown*-  Land- 
ing, where  the  Ottawa  was  then  at  anchor.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese,  and  bis  executh  e  officer.  Acting  Master  ( hunble.  state  that  they 
d  nothing  that  led  them  to  beKevethal  the  Oohtmbtnt  was  engaged 

with  the  enemy.     This  they  account  for  by  the  dense  woods  intcrven- 
•nfl  thus  preventing  the  sound  of  the  tfuns  reaching  them. 

General  Qordon  informed  me  to  day  that  he  expected  the  men  who, 
had  escaped  from  the  t  ',•!., mbitk  .  aud  who  had  arrived  at  St.  August  i 
to  reach  Jacksonville  ening.  and  I  regret  thai  they  have  not,  ae  I 

ions  to  see  tin  in  and  get  their  statement         i  iation  to  the 

Capture  of  the  Columbine  tin. I  1  might  transmit  them  to  you  for  your 
information.      Colonel    Nohle    has  sent    General    Gordon's   statements 

from  two  of  those  who  escaped  from  the  '  and  they  are  to  t\"' 

effect  that  she  was  on   her   way   down   th  and   that  when  near 


Horse  Landing  Bhe  ooromenced  shelling  the  woods  in  thai  vicinity. 
Boon  alter  opening  fire,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  her  radder  chains  being;  shot  away  at  the  firs!  discharge,  and 
dial  she  ran  aground;  that  Bhe  fired  on  the  enemy,  and.  from  the 
rants  referred  to,  surrendered  after  being  under  fire  from  one  hour 
botbree  hours.  These  men  reported  several  killed  and  some  8  wound 
and  6  men  di 

It  will  bemon  story  to  yon  to  have  the  statements  «>f  th< 

who  have  eeoaped,  and  at  tb*  I  moment  po  •ill  exam 

them  and  transmit  to  you  their  statenn 

1  regret  exceedingly  the  Iqea  of  the  ( '<  inmhine,  but  I  did  not.  under 
tin-  |  ill  made  upon  me,  feel  that  1  could  do  otherwise 

tii.in  to  i  ooperate  to  the  utmost  to  save  our  forces,  threatened  us  i 
were,  and  which  we  had  reason  to  believe  would  be  captured  if  via 
ous  and  prompt  assistance  was  not  rendered.    1  have  proposed  to 
General  Gordon  to  send  otri  a  Bag  of  trace  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
^  thing-  we  oao  in  relation  t"  me  capture  of  me  CbAtmotna,  ana 
this  will  i"-  done  at  the  earliest  moment  deemed  advisable,  but, 

ids  l"  move  against  the  enemy  on  the  morninjr  of  the  Let 
of  June,  be  seems  to  think  it  better  to  delay  taking-  a  step  of  this  k  ind 
till  be  has  accomplished  his  movement,  'hie  rebel  force  in  front  is 
sai  I  to  be  weak,  and  I  trust  he  will  Micceed  in  inflicting  a  serious  blow 

on  the  enemj 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant. 

(teo.  B.  Baloh, 
mtnand 

i.  ii  .1    \    Dahloben, 

Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Btoakdg   Squadron,  »jf'  Vho i-t '>.<ton. 


Report  of  Roar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  D   8.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report  of  Com- 
mander Baloh,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

No.  2»'>'.>.  |  Fug  Stbambb  Philadelphia. 

of  Mania  blond,  Jum  is.  t86J^ 

Bib:  1  transmit  herewith  b  report  from  Commander  Batch,  givi 
some  particulars  of  the  capture  ol  the 

There  is  always  some  satisfaction  in  knowing  thatwfa 

tost  every  effort  has  been  made  t  o  prevent,  it  ise.      Of 

course  i>  Is  Impossible  to  be  certain  of  all  the  facts  until  th<\  are 
devel<  pad  bj  b  cottri  of  enquiry,  which  ran  onlj  be  instituted  when  a 
sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  obtained. 
1  have  tho  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dablgrcn, 
\  Atlantic  Blockg,  Squadron. 

Hon.   (illJKON    Will. I. Is. 

\    ■>■</, 


Report  of  Commander  Balch,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee,  forwarding  state- 
ment of  escaped  landim&n  from  the  U.  8.  8.  Columbine. 

r.  Sc  Stbam  Sloop  Pawvbb, 

•  J////.N,  Fla.t  J\ 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  statement 
Drover   Edwards   (landsman),  late  attached  to  the    Uohn 
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escaped  from  that  vessel  after  Ae  surrendered  but  befon  -tin-  rebels 
took  possession.  He  is  intelligent,  and  gives  thi  subjoined  statement 
••l*-iir[ v  and  with  rwvy  appearance  of  troth. 

From  his  statement,  1  rejoice  to  believe  thai  the  honor  o!  the  Navy 

was  fully  and  gloriously  maintained:  and  though  we  have  to  regret 

tin-  loss  of  a  vi-ry  useful  vessel,  still  it  fs  gratifying  to  know  thai  she 

a  the  performance  ol  most  importanl  se  i/.  the  assistance 

ol  our  troops,  which  won-  in  imminent  danger  of  being  out  off  by  the 

h.'iiiy. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  ofa 

Gsosoa  B.  Ba 
Commander^  f.  S,  wwy, 

Mtr-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlch 

Gomdg.  Sunt},  Atlantic  Blockdg.  .V  ••/*. 

[Enclawre.] 

Statement  of  Drover  Edwards.  land-man.  late  attached  to  the  t 
h'n>,\  wIki  escaped  by  swimming  to  th<  ids  of  me  ><  John*a,  on 

therod  day  of  May,  1664,  the  day  of  * i » •  -  engagement  of  Hi 
him  with  me  rebel  battery  at  Horse  Landing,  on  the  St  John's  River, 
Florida. 

The  Ookarnbuk  arrived  :it  Volusia  Bar  at  tl:80  p.  m.  on  Sunday 
nijrht,  the  90d  insta&t.  Neacl  mornings  boat  was  sent  to  communicate 
Without    troops  at  that  post:   found   nil   safe.      At  noon.  Monday. 

instant,  the  Colwnbiru  started  on  her  return.    She  stopped  at  YVeJakai, 
:i  landing  above  Horse  Landing,  about  half  an  hour,  and  then  p 
ceeded  down  the  river.    At  I  p.  m..  when  oear  Sorse  Landing;, called 
all  bauds  to  quarters  and  commenced  Bhelling  the  wood,  and  when 
opjn  landing  fired  two  more  rounds.    The  rebels  opened  flre 

Prom  a  battery,  distant  not  more  than  :;"  yards,  th  rd  gun  bi 

struck  and  knocked  around,  the  carriage  Being  injured,  but  sol  jo  a 
render  the    gun    useless,    and    tin-   wheel    ropes   being  shot    away. 
Endeavors  were  made  to  repair  the  wheel  ropes,  bul  before  this  could 

■  ion»-  she  was  aground.  We  continued  bring.  Captain  Sanborn 
had  given  oider>  to  "hook  her  on,'*  with  the  object  of  endeavoring  to 
run  by  the  battery,  bul  bus  was  aground.     Directions  were  gives 

■  un  Sanborn  to  shift  the  forward  gun  over  to  the  starboard 

bo  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  battery;  this  was  done,  and  lire  opened  again 
on  the  Battery.    The  captain  (Sanborn)  fixed  ever}  gun,  and  I 
tinned  till  about  '*>  p.  in.,  stead]  fir  n  . 

Many  w. n- killed  by  tee  rebel  fin  ouncted; 

the  total  lulled  and  wounded  at  20,  Captain  Daniels,  commanding 
detachment  of  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troc  d.    Saw 

man]  lying  in  the  gangway  killed   uidwoundii      I  -aw  5  drowned,  4 

olaiei'S  and  the  other  belonged  to  the  I  'ulumhiiu ,  named 
William  Moran  (landsman  i.  colored.  At  about  «;  p.  m.  Captain  San- 
horn  showed  awnitefiag  and  surrendered.  The  rebels hailed  and  told 
him  to  sends  boat  sshore:  boat  was  riddled  with  shot:  did  not  send  a 
boat.  The  rebels  sent  off  three  boats.  When  nearly  alongside,  I 
jumped  overboard  and  swam  to  the  i  ast  side  of  tie  river,  and  i  Bcap  I 
to  the  woods;  here  I  met  three  soldiers  of  the  Tuirtv-tifth  LT.  s.  Colored 
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Troops,  who  had  also  jumped  overboard.    Together  we  made  <mr 
to  Si  which  puce  wo  reached  in  ti 

1  hereby  certify  thai  toe  aboi  e  Btatemeot  i-  true  and  coi 

hlx 

Dboveb  x  Edm  ,i 

lUATk. 

I  to  as  the  statement  of  Drover  Edwards  (landsman),  I 

H.  Hai.hi.  I'.  S.  Navv. 
.J i  \k  l-_\  1*64. 


Boport  of  Bear-Admiral  D&hlgren,  V.  8.  Natj.  tranimuting  commendatory  lcttar 
Colonol  Oordon,  U-  8    Army. 

No.  276.]  Flac  Steamer  I'miladem-iiia. 

Off  Morris 
Sir:  I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  tin'  enclosed  for  the  infon 
of  the  Department. 

It  is  eacisfactorv  to  find  thai  the  incessant  IuIhu-s  of  the  Navy  in  I 
quarter  mt-  sometimes  acknow  (edged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  \  bi  j  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Daiilghbn, 
Rear- Admiral,  [  '•'  Atlantic  Blockdg,  *■ 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli  i 

Secretary  ojtfu   Vavy. 

\Knc\awn.] 

Hikers,  op  Auxiliaio  (Yh.i:mn  to  Gordon's  Command. 

./,.-.,<  mnvitte,  /■>'■'..  Jum  ■>.  /« 

Captain:  Ii  is  a  duty  and  pleasure  to  express  through  yon  to  the 
officers  and  privates  of  your  branch  of  the  service  my  high  sense  ol 
efficient  aid  rendered  by  them  to  my  column  in  their  ad 
to  <  teneral  Gordon's  late  expedition* 

We  found  the  whole  extent  of  the  waters  to  be  traversed  bj 
portion  of  the  expedition,  had  been  thoroughly  searched  fortorped- 
and  that  in  tlievieinity  of  our  landing  your  picket  boats  had  pervaded 
and  patrolled  everi  pari  of  the  surface. 

I  desire  vou  particularly  to  express  to  Captain  Lewis  my  thanks  Cor 
nil  adndraDle  arrangements  Cor  the  rapid  landing  of  the  troops,  and  his 
efficient  supervision  thereof. 

Accept  ajSO  for  youneli  our  obligations  for  the  prompt  and  com- 
plete arrangements  mode  by  yon  to  protect  and  effect  our  transports 
tion  and  debarkation. 

I  am,  captain,  with  sentiments  of  high  respeel  and  regard,  your 
obedient  servant. 

Wat.  II.  Noble, 
■    mananding  .1  ua  iliary 

Captain  GSOBOB  B.  Balch, 

(  bmmanding  Naval  Squadron,  St,  Johu*  lUvtrt 
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Report  of  Lieottn&nt-Commandor  L«wU,  0.  8.  H»vy. 
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I  .  S.  S.  Mahaska, 

Admiral:  I  bave  tin-  honor  to  inform  von  Qui  I  have  just  learned, 
through  the  general  commanding  this  district,  of  the  entire  deetrnction 
of  the  <  blumoim  by  lire,  at  the  scene  of  her  late,  capture  by  the  rebels. 
This  information  was  derived  through  scouts  Bent  nplhe  river  by 
Genera]  Birney,  at  the  instance  of  Captain  Balch,  to  ascertain  her  true 
fate.  and  this  intelligence  baa  been  corroborated  by  a  prisoner  ruptured 
a  few  day-  since  near  our  lines. 

Herarmamenl  iraa,  of  course,  Beeuxed,  and  Is  now  in  the  en 
bands,  which  wc  will  l<«>k  out  for  if  they  should  bring  it  Dear  the  river. 
Vei  j  respectfully. 

K.  F.  E.  LuwiB, 
/,,'.  <>t.  nant-l  I .  «f. 

i  >Admira]  Joan  A.  DAmeBur, 

"ling  Stfuad/"',. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  8*nboru,  U.  8.  Navy,  late  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Columbine. 

l\  8.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Bart  Royal  Harbor,  S,  '..  Septenb*    '.  186k 
Sik:  It  becomes  my  painful  and  unpleasant  duty  to  reporl  to  you 
the  particulars  of  the  Cose  of  the  U.  8.  8.  nne,  nuder  mj  com? 

maud,  in  the  St.  John's  River,  on  May  -■'•.  1864 

On  the  22d  of  May,  at  t  a.  m.,  1  received  orders  by  the  umj 
port  o    aposf  to   Ldeutenant-Commander  S.  L. 

Breese,  t  the  I".  o>  S,  Ottawa.    I  reported  to  bin 

a.  ru.,  and  assisted  her  in  reaching  Palatka.  Prom  this  place,  I  was 
i>\  him  ordered  i.<  proceed  to  Volu  is  and  com  j  inch  orders  as  I 
might  receive  from  ( (eneral  Gordon,  to  wln.ni  he  ordered  me  to  report. 
Reporting  fa  ri  Gordon  at  a  landing  opposite  Palatka,  I  received 

on  In  s  from  Q  "'  al  Gordon  to  receive  on  board  a  detachment  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  U,  s.   Infantry  (colored),  under  command  of  Captain 
Daniels,  as  a  guard,  and  verbal  orders  to  he  communicated  i" 
commandant  of  the  post  of  Volusia,  50  miles  farther  up  the  river. 
Leaving  Palatka  and  the  Ottawa,  with  orders  to  return  immediately, 
p.  in..  I  reached  Volusia  Bar.  5  miles  from  Volusia  at  11:80  p.  m., 
n  I  dropped  anchor. 

In  the  morning,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  tike  tides,  I  found  it 
possible  to  safely  cross  the  bar  with  the  OsU  ifore 

dispatched  Acting  Master's  Mat.-  W«  B,  S]  irithan  armed  b«> 

crew,  to  conveji   tienerul  Cordon's  orders  to  the  commandant  of  the 

post  at  Volusia,  and  return  i lediately.     tie  oessfsU  in  so 

doing,  and  returned  to  the  vessel  at  11:30  a.  m>,  of  the  23d.  unme- 
diati-iv  after  his  return.  I  weighed  anchor  and  commenced  mj  return, 
I  '-i  i   Etembert*  [Island]  and  Wetakn  on  my  return,  at  which 

latter  place  I  obtained  the  particulars  <>f  the  capture  of  a  detachment 
of  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut  Volunteer  [nfantrj .  undei  command  of 
one  I  :iptain  Bobbie.    Thi-  was  part  of  my  orders. 
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Immediately  after  my  departure  from  Weinke,  1  best  to  quartern, 

as  I  ex  p.  be  fired  on  by  infantry  at    Morse  or  (nil  .ml 

in j_r-  Upon  rounding  tin-  point  next  above,  1  opened  fire  upon  the 
landing  ami  road  above,  leading  (<>  it,  ae  aoon  as  toy  <_run-  could  be 
brougm  to  bear,  also  giving  the  orders  to  slovi  down  and  lower  the 
torpedo  catchers,  which  were  immediately  executed, 

[could  discover  nothing  suspicious  until  directl;  -i  the  land' 

tag,  distant  aboiri   10  .  when  twopiecesof  artillery,  concealed 

by  the  shrubbery  and  undergrowth,  almost  simultaneoi 
upon  me.    J  Instantly  gave  orders  to  "hook  on,"  but  unfortunately 
the  second  shot  of  tbe  enemy  cut  mj  wheel    haius.  and  :tt  tl 
time  the  pilot  abandoned  tin'  wheel  and  jumped  over  the  bow.      I 
vessel  almost  immediately  went  ashore  upon  a  mud  bank.     Before  she 
struck]  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck  the  main  steam  pipe   knocl 
a  hole  in  it,  eaustne  a  greal  toss  of  steam.     Her  being  ashore  ami  the 
injury  tothewheeJ  chains  were  reported  to  me  :»t  nearly  t 
moment.    I  left  the  hurricane  deck  and  took  charge  of  the  forward 
gun,  Bending  Bar.  Spencer  aft  on  the  quarter-deck  to  ship  the  tiller 
and  hook  the  relief  mg  tackles,  at  the  same  (inn?  stopping  and  back 
the  en  pine. 

The  engineer,  Mr.  Johnson,  now  reported  the  l<  am,  and  at 

nearly  the  Bame  moment  Mr.  Spencer  reported  the  quarter-deck  swept 
by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  grape,  and  the  after  gnn  abandoned, 
and  Mr.  I  >avi-  killed. 

1  now  placed  the  forward  gun  in  charge  of  Quartermaster  Jam 
Smith,  and  repaired  to  the  quarter-deck.     1  -av.  immediately  the  utter 
Impossibility  of  saving  the  vessel  unless  the  enemji  could  be  dislodged. 
1  now  returned  to  the  forward  gun,  of  which  I  took  charge,  at   the 
lame  time  ordering  Mr.  Spencer  to  trj  and  rally  the  infantry,  which 
now  jumping  overboard  on  all  sides  and  swimming  ashore.     Bj 
our  united  exertions,  we  finally  stopped  them.    The  engineer  in  char 
Mr.  Johnson,  at  thi-  time  informea  me  the  engine  was  one 

of  the  after  name  timbers  had  been  shot  away  and  locked  the  win  el 
The  officer  in  charge  of  the  infantry  having  been  wounded,  the  second 
in  command,  and  myself,  Beeinc  all  hopes  of  escape  cu1  ofl  and  i 
riflemen  on  the  port  bank  of  tin-  river  shooting  the  men  down  at  the 
forward  gnn,  I  called  a  conocil  of  my  remaining  officcre,  in  which.it 
was  dadoed  to  surrender.     I  was  spared  the  mortification  of  hauling 
down  thf  flag,  it  having  been  shot  away  in  the  early  part  of  the  acta*  tn. 
It  now  became  m\  humiliating  duty  to  hoist  a  white  flag  to  prevent 
the  further  useless  expenditure  of  human  life.    A  h«mt  from  the 
enemy  Immediately  boarded  me,  demanding  the  surrendei  of  the  •.  ■ 
sol.     I   refused  to  surrender  to  the  ofhVer  in  tin*  lioat.  hut  lowering 
my  own  boat  went  "n  shore  and  asked  i"  see  the  commanding  offi< 
I  wns.  immediately  presented  to  Captain  Dickison,  C  S.  Army,  from 
i   I  demanded,  in  cose  of  an  unconditional  surrender,  personal 
safety  to  the  officers  and  colored  men  mi  hoard,  which  was  iinrae 
diaterj   guaranteed,  whereupon    1   surrendered  myself,  officers,  and 
rivw  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  mj  vessel  a  prize  to  the  so-calli 
Federate  States  of  America. 

The  loss,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  is  as  follows,  viz:  Acting 
Master's  Mate  John  Davis,  while  nobly  performing  his  duty,  killed. 
Privates,  6  wounded,  ii>  killed  and  missing. 
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I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  your  favorable  notice  the 

fondurt   of  Acting  Third  Assistant    Engineer   Ilrnry  .1.  .lolin-on.  who 
eooUj  performed  bis  duty  until  »!*-*•  engine  became  disabled,  whs 
rendered  me  the  moel  raluable  assistance  on  deek;  also  thai  of  A< 
Master's  Mate  W.  B,  Spencer. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  too  thai  immediately  after  the  ran 
of  the  wounded,  the  anemg  ai •>  w  r  on  fire,  burning  hex  to  the  water's 
■■  it !i« h 1 1  ii-ni.)\  ing  an  article  <>f  value. 

She  also  formed  a  funeral  pyre  for  those  who  f.-ll  while  nobij) 
defending  berand  the  Sag  from  dishonor.  The  remains  of  Mr,  Davis 
w.r.'  iloconth  iiiti-ri-  red  by  tl  loved  so  well,  and  which 

he  died  bravelj  defending, 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully.,  yourol»<'ilieut  servant. 

Acting  Etmgnx  f.  v  ,\ 
Bear-Admiral  •'.  A.  Dahlobbn, 

Cbmdg,  8ontth  Atlantic  Bios  ■>>.  fior&JRoyal,  & 


[TeUtttum.] 

Lakk  City,  .V<h/26,  186 

(Via  Savannah,  May  27.) 
The  folio  wing  dispatch  baa  bean  received  from  Captain  J.  .1.  Dick- 
ison.  Gamp  (.'all.  near  ftalntka,  Bast  Elorida,  dated  28d  Instant: 

A  Iter   i  I, ni  i  OBB "'  'Mi. -ill  i»f  fiirty-livi-  minute,   1    li;i<  I    in    mpttirihi,'  *  In  • 

steamer  i  carrying  •  Hinder  DabJgreo  pins,  fcasdni  about  68  ptto- 

oners,  6  wounded.  indaoontSC  killed  and  di  igcthei  with  85  stand  of  anna 

and  9  stand  of  colore,     unoiuj  the  prisoneie  are  -  c il 

hnrt  on  our  aide.     I  wo*  compelled  to  burn  the  boat  to  prevent   ber  tailing  int 
enemj •'.-  hands,  :i-  the  gnnboal  OUava  was  anchored  only  a  Esw  miles  distant, 

J.  J.  Dio  i 

Captain  W.  <i.  B.mmii. 

Au'iMiini  Adjh  .11!. 

I'atton  Andkrson. 
M<-  .  OoinmandtTi 

Major  Qenera]  Sam  Jones. 


Report  of  Captain  Diokiaon,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second  Florida  Cavalry. 

Hkadoxaktfus. 

.,,  Coil,  East  Florida*  JA/v  /;.  t 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
instant,  white  t ii«*  steamer  OoUmoin  n  hex  downward  trip,  l 

aged  her  at  Horse  Landing  with  a  section  of  Milton  Artillery,  com 

manned  by  Lieutenant   i  n;|  -J"  picked  riflemen  from  my 

airy  force.  After  tl"-  second  fire  from  our  battery  she  became  dis- 
abletL  We  continued  to  pour  canister  and  solid  shot,  while  our  sharp- 
shooters   kepi    :i  nt    ami    well  clnv-i'  < :    Sre    until    she    heraine 

unable  to  manage  bar  guns.  Our  batter}  shot  with  numb  precision, 
nearly  every  shot  baking  effeet,  riddling  bar  very  lmdly  and  carrying 
away   her  rudder.     She    eonsecjiientrj   became   unuanageable   and 
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grounded.     Her  colon  were  y  and  her  white  flag  was  noisted. 

The  engi  lasted  about  forty-fire  minute 

We  captured  in  this  engagement   7  commissioned  officers  and    I 
claiming  i<>  be  :i  noncombatant,  9  seamen,  and  47  enlisted  m 
Number  iciUed  and  drowned,  about  26.     Of  the  negro  troops,  Captain 
Daniels  and  5  negroes  were  wounded,  8  of  wbich  are  mortal.     An 
thr  killed  was  :i  lieutenant  of  me  run  ul  sen  ice. 

Aft«-r  tin-  surrender  -«•>.  '-nil  of  the  men  jumped  overt* 
for  the  opposite  shore,  but  most  of  them  were  drowned.     fl 

Eiented  a  horrible  scent-.  tin-  ib-ncl  ami  wounded  lav  wi-lt^rinj*  in 
lood.    Most  of  the  ■  in  Noi 

Florida.     I  regret  my  perilous  situation  compelled  rac  to  fire  th 
as  toe  gunboat  Ottawa  was  on!  miles  below  the  seem  ion. 

It  is  Btrange  to  Bay  thai   she  did  not  come  to  the  rescue.     Tin- two 
ilgren   gum  and   machinery  of   the   boat  can  be  saved  from  the 
wn<k  at  soon  as  proper  transportation  can  be  obtained. 

I  am  thankful  to  Divine  Providence  that  no  one  was  hurt  on  our 
side.    The  Ottawa  —-till  remains  in  the  tim  r 

The  conduct  el   Lieutenant   Bates  and  my  entire  command 
my  highest  commendation  for  their  gallantry  and  determination 
I  \{  fcorj . 

The  following  property  was  also  rapt  mid: 

Bines 4  B 

boxes 28 

•  ammunition ' 

Bayonets 

Swords -.  .    .        6 

i  ...        8 

Oatlasses .....     4 

Nan'  eases 

i  bomb  rosea  -     

Spyglasses  t these  gbu»e>  era  uot»  ed   by  my  picket*  oa   tin-  •> 

i  "-...'-  ---.  2 

j 8 

:  - .3 

I  would  respectfulh   ask  that  one  of  the  swords  be  p  I  to 

Lieutenant  Hates  for  hi.s  gallant  conduct. 
i  fully  submitted. 

.1.  J.  TMckison, 
Captain,  <  'ommandi 
Captain  W.  Q.  Uaktii. 

As**t.  A'/jt.  'Gem  mi.  B8an,  Dirt,  of  2  Lah  City. 

'■    i! — I'lil  fill.  ] 

!lr      n,  Mii.itvuv   DlSTaiOT  OP  Fi.<>j:ii>\. 

lah  City,  Fla.%  M 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  i  eneral 

the  department 
I  iiiur  directed  the  captured  property  to  be  turned  over  I 
proper  stall  officers,  except  the  two  swords  which  Captain   Dickison 
and  Lieutenant  Bates  hare  been  allowed  to  retain  as  evidences  of 
hi^li  appreciation  of  their  gallantry  which  I  entertain. 

PATTO»   AM'Kl: 

>■-  General)  < 
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Bcport  of  Acting  Master  Regan.  17 
Acting  Master*  Matt  /.'<■>'.  I  ,  8.  Navy,  regarding  ■ 
in  I " 

U.  iS.  S.  M  \i:v  Samiiki), 

Off  i  w,  /tin*  ./.  /$%. 

b:  I  respect fully  sabmil  :t  report  of  Acting  Mu.stvt'-i  Mate  Albt  ri 
F.  Rich,  whom  I  scut  in  t->  l"ri<  e's  Inlet  to  make  a  reconnoissance  from 
Dewees  [nlel  to  null-  Bay,  and  to  be  particular  to  sal  the  depth  of 
water  through  tin-  sound,  which  he  was  successful  In  doing. 

The  weal  ieo  so  unfavorable  that  1  have  do!  had  b  chance 

to  aound  Priced  Inlet  bar  thorough^  . 

I  tbiok  I  oan  safely  saj  LO  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  ;it  high 

water. 

Dewees  Enlst  bee  i  Cool  of  water  on  the  bulkhead  ;ii  low  water. 
Caper's  [nlel  I  have  not  yet  bad  an  opportunity  of  Bounding. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  *  event. 

Wm    I      |  ■  K3KBB, 

Acting  Ma  mding, 

Elear- Admiral  J.  A    Dahlgbeh, 

Oammandvng  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgv 

I'.M      l-i     Hi-. 

r.  8.  8.  Maei  Sankokd. 
Off  Ciunietton  Bar,  June  S,  186^. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  aa  the  result  of 
my  reeonnoisnnoe  Inland  of  Price*.-  [nlet: 
On  th<-  evening  of  the  23d,  at  8i 80 o'clock,  I  left  the  Bhip  in  the 
rey,  with  two  of  the  -hip*-  crew,  and  proceeded  toward  Pri 
Inlet.    At  9:80  crossed  the  oar,  carrying  8  feet  of  water;  inside  it 
iniilly  deepened  to  ■  '•  fathoms,  the  headlands  bearing  N.  E.  and  S.  W., 
witli  tight  .tt   nil  works  bearing  N.W.     i  then  proceeded  to  the  north 
and  westward  aboul  one  fourth  of  a  mile,  then  to  the  westward,  open 

fan  the  fights  at   •-Jill    works,  n  n«  I    nosed   toward  them   m  a  n<.rthwi 

i-tTv  course  till  within  about  on<  of  them.     Discovering 

a  small  boat  iit  anchor  in  the  center  of  the  channel.  I  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  go  farther  hi  that  direction.  On  my  port  hand,  hut  a 
short  distance  hack  was  a  wide  creek  running  apparently  in  a  westerly 
direction;  to  this  I  returned.  I  found  it  to  be  quite  straight  and  ran- 
nine-  principally  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  with  4  fathoms  of  water 
at  its  mouth,  and  gradually  shoslmgas  !  advanced.  Ai  the  shoalest 
places,  finding  no  less  than  14  feet.  I  followed  this  creek  into  a  broad 
space  of  water,  which  I  sounded  in  various  place-,  finding  do 
than  L6  feet  and  as  high  as  4i  fathoms.  I  rowed  across  this 
to  Dewees  Island,  on  the  north  point  of  which  1  discovered  a  man. 
iousiy,  I  entered  running  southwesterly,  with 

about  the  sum'  water  as  wm  In  the  other,  not  having  less  than  LC  feet; 
this  opened  abreast  Dewees  Inlet  Into  another  luoad  -.pace,  with  water 
varying  in  depth  from  Si  fathoms  to  4  fathoms.  I  crossed  this  and 
Bnterea  another  creek,  running  westward  in  the  rear  of  Long  Island; 

this  I  explored  ahout  three  fourth-  of  a  mile,  finding  the  -line  water 
as  in  the  ol  her  creeks;  its  course,  as  far  BE  I  could  see.  v\a-  westerly. 
As  the  tide  was  al>out  two  hours  elm  and  the  moon  had  risen  so  high 
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as  to  make  discovery  possible,  I  retained  by  the  same  route  toGapei 
Inlet  and  made  an  attempt  to  cross  the  bar.    The  shallowness  oi  the 
irater  pi  ompiishiiig  this,  so  I  returned  to  the  creek  I 

had  been  following  and  rowed  down  behind  Caper's  bland  and  entered 
one  of  the  numerous  small  creeks  that  empty  into  the  main  channel, 
[advanced  up  this  till  I  grounded  on  oyster  beds;  this  was  about  4 
a.  m.    I  lav  here  till  the  tide  Seated  me,  then  worked  tin-  boat  up  *  I j « ■ 

b  on  the  tide.     Lookiag  Earn  place  of  concealment  in  the  woo 
biting  to  find  a  secure  one,  I  hauled  my  boa!  Into  the  marsh  grass  and 
lay  there  till  8.80 p.  n  .    ■  lei  "lit.    From  the  main  channel 

I  went  to  the  one  passing  the  Ball  a  or]  ted  tins,  and  after  pulling 

distance  coward  Price's  Inlet,  discovered  another  wide  en 
running  in  a  northeasterly  direction.     1  followed  this  till  it  opei 
on  Bull's  Bay.  with  water  varying  in  depth  from  Sty  fathoms  to  3$ 
fathoms.     It  being  near  daylight,  I  enl  d  pulled  up  a  -mall 

>k  toward  Bull's  island,  where  I  landed  and  hauled  my  boat  into 
t.lic  grass.     Leaving  one  man  in  the  boat,  with  the  other  I 

a  the  bland  till  11  a.  m..  26th.  but  saw  no  one.  Returning  t<»  ray 
boat,  I  rested  till  LOp.  m.,  then  shoved  oft  and  rowed  toward  Bull's 
Bay,  with  the  intention  of  going  ofl  to  the  U.S.  schooner  0.  W.  Shunt, 
lint  raiding  it  very  rough  outside,  I  turned  into  a  cove  in  the  north 
end  of  Bull's  Island  and  hauled  my  Ixmt  into  the  grass,  where  I 
remained  till  8a  m.  of  the  36th,  when  taking  advantage  of  th< 
erate  wind  and  sea.  I  went  oft  to  the  V.  8.  schooner  alimt,  arriving 

id  of  her  about  h"  a.  m. 

I  have  given  in  this  report  as  accurate  as  account  of  my  reconno 
sanoe  as  my  memory  and  circumstances  w  ill  permit,  and  would  state,  in 
conclusion,  that  I  found  in  none  of  the  creeks  and  waters  sounded  less 
than  M  Eeet;  also  that  there  are  many  place  ht  draft 

••an  easily  survey,  and  in  no  place  was  the  channel    so  intricate  that 
vessels  thai  can    roi    bhe  bar  may  not  navigate. 
Ver\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ai.bekt  F.  Rich, 

Win.  ('.   SOOBBS, 

A rt >',,■/  . JA mA  i  .  ( i>m mandiog. 

[Endorsement.] 

Inlet.   -  \  launch  found    !t  feet  water  at    half  flood} 

II  iiwnay8  launch  says  6  feSt  al  low  water. 

Deioaes  fnlet.      Winona's  launch  found  B  feet  at  low  water. 

Inlet,  -  I  launch  found  ao  channel  but  for  a  small 

boat. 


ran,  /"".  67.  Navy,  t  ral 

Hoicks    (  .  S.   Arn,  • 

rbi/r  of  !'"/(  Royal,  67.  C. 

l-'i.w;  Sn:wiu:  PHILADELPHIA, 
/'../■/  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  '..  May  0J,  I 
(ikxkilal:  1  have  received  yours  of  23d  May,  requesting  that  I 
would  detail  a  ship  for  guard  duty  in  the  harbor  in  order  to  put  in 
force  the  squadron  regulation. 
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It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  comply  with  youi  t.  but 

the  •  Force  of  my  eommand  la  bo  much  reduced  a1  this  time  that 

I  fear  it  will  be  ou1  of  my  power  u>  furnish  b  Bor  the  purpose^ 

1  am,  gene  ml.  vcn  respectfully,  your  obedieul  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgrkn, 
Rear-ASmir  biding  Squadron* 

Brigadiei  <\  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg,  /a>  ntt/i,  ILwhp-H.  IMt»n  II 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Watch.  U.  8.  Army,  to  1*' 

Dahi'jnn.  ( .  Si  Navy,  requesting  itrot  »f  I 

HEADQUARTERS  DBPABIlfBBT    OF    Tin     Sol  TH. 

ffitom  Head,  8.  ft,  May  96,  lsG/h 
Admiral:  It  was  until  lately  the  practice  <>f  Che  officer  commanding 
ill--  vessel  blockading  St  Selena  to  Bend  a  boat  or  boats,  at  night,  up 
intoGoosaw  Sound,  opposite  the  shores  < if  Coosaw  and  Morgan  islands. 
I  am  informed  that  this  has  been  lately  discontinued.  1  would  res] 
fully  request  thai  instructions  be igiven  the  officer  at  present  command' 
ing  on  that  Btntaon  t<»  resume  such  patrol,  and  to  extend  the  tour  as  Ear 
as  the  sawmill  onGooeaw  bland.  A  descend  was  made  night  before 
last  upon  Morgan  Island  and  LS  persons  carried  oil.  Parties  have 
aiso  been  Been  reconnoitering  the  sawmill,  the  destruction  of  which 
would  be  it  serious  inconvenience  t<>  u-. 

pectfulry,  your  obedient  servant 

JftO.  P,  Hatch, 
Bi  -  ( bmtnanding  1>  nt. 

'cur-Admiral  .1.  A.  Daiii.okk.n. 

Commanding  South  AjUantio  Blockading  Sgvadron, 


Rear- Admiral  /tahltjrtin,  I  .  S.    Vav)(,toIiri{i 
llatrh,  C  S.  Army,acced>inj  to  ik  '  for  fl  patrol  <<f  O 

Flagship  Philadblphia, 
Fori  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.t  Way 

Several:  Your  note  of  this  morning  i-  '  eceived,  and  1  will  ordei 

vessels  up  Broad  River  as  you  desire,  Please  Eel  me  know  by  signal 
i»f  tin  ( ;  nopoUtan  being  about  to  start,  say  hall  an  hour  previously, 
and  the eunooats  will  move  opal  the  same  time.     I  swill  iend  instrue 

t  ions  to  the  officer  at  St.  Helena  to  resume  the  patrol  whii  b  j  w  mentiou. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•I.  A.  Daklobbh, 
Bear-Admit  tig.  South  AM 

Hrigudier-Generul  J,  P.  Hatch. 

Oomda.&epa  fouth,  lk-adore.JJHto,t  H 
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Letter  from  Eear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch.  U.  8.  Army. 

offering  cooperation. 

Pi  mi  k  I'iiii  a rtKi.ru i a .  May  88, 

(iK\-r.i:AL:  On  my  return  here  earlj  this  morning  I  learned  h* 
Captain  Reynolds  t:  t » .- » t  ai  litiou  under  General  Birney  p 

tomnlat<'(l  unil  some  ordnance  ires  asked  for. 

I  nope  two  light  di  oats  will  !>•  i  ind  should  Hke  to 

informed  of  details,  bo  as  t<>  provide  In  seasoi  such  further  aesistai 
i   may  be  in  my  power. 

I  :uu.  \(  r\  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlghj 

General  Hatch. 

(bmmandingx  •*<-. 


Letter  from   Brigadier-  General   Hatch   to   Sear-Admiral   Dablgron  regarding  proposed 

operations. 

BbaDQUAKTEBS   l>;  -  I    0 •     i  BE    SOI  TH, 

ffilttm  Head,  S.  C.%  .'/ 
Admikai.:  Your  aoteoi  the  22d  instant  i-  received.    General Bim 
will  i  all  -in  you  in  person  to  make  explanation  of  the  operations  con 
templated.     It  i;-  proposed  to  leave  here  on  Tuesday.    The  expedil 
will  be  under  ( lenerai  Birnej . 

\ Vn  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JKO.  1'.  Hatch, 
/.',  i] 

Admiral  .1.  A.  DahlobSN, 

/ '<•,  Atlantic  Bio  .  ••/*. 


Order  of  Boar-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Stone,  U.  8.  Navy, 
to  furnish  naval  cooperation. 

I     - -n    iMKR    PHILADELPHIA, 

Royal  Harbor,  S.  < ' .    May 

Sib:  Having  been  requested  to  assist  in  an  expedition  which  i*  t<» 
ind  the  Ashepoo  and  South   Edisto  rivers  in  ordei  I  the 

Savannah  and  Charleston   Railroad,  I  have  detailed  the  \E.  B.  \  l 
and  OotnmodoTt  McDorumgh  for  that  purpose  and  put  you  in  command 
of  them. 

I'll.-  Dai  doing  is  at  St.  Helena,  and  will  cooperate,  so  far  as  it  can 
in  done  judiciously  with  reference  to  her  length  and  depth,  in  the  nai 
ron  parts  of  the  i  bannals  of  these  rivt 

A  Detachment  of  marines  from  the   Wabash  and  will  report 

to  vou  and  will  be  distributed  in  the  vessels  aa  may  be  proper. 

Y"ii  trill  confer  with  General  Birney,  who  commands  the  troops, 
and  operate  so  a.<*  to  support  and  cover  them.     If  a  diversion  by  the 

'Foranni  Official  B    ords  of  the  Union  an  erate  Armies  fa 

the  War  of  ihe  Rebellion,  Series  i.  Volume  XXXV,  Pan  i,  m>  MI,  MO. 
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els  is  only  intended,  you  will  I  to  convert  it  into  - 

attack,  and  hange  ot  disconcert  the  true  issue. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  \.  D 
Boar-Admiral^  Qwndo.  South  AUam 

Lioutenant-('«»nimand<r  KmvAitn   EL  StOMI  . 

I  .  s.  S.  Chipjk  "•■'.  Senior  Officer  qf  Escp&LU\ 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  Lieutenant-Com- 
manders Stone  and  Chaplin. 

No.  229.]  1Y\  tffiH    I'lUi.M'KI.l'Hl  v. 

Fori  Royal  Harbor,   1A 
Sut:  Since   my    last,    nothing  of   importance   has  occurred.      I 

blockade  is  maintained  as  well  as  it  can  be  with  (he  presenl  f<  < 
In  the  St  John's  our  positions  are  undisturbed,  attention 

given  i<>  out'the  torpedoes  which  the  rebels  are  triouslj 

eogaged  in  placing  about  the  channel,  and  hare  already  resulted  iu 

thi  I-  -  ■  of  i  nree  I  raw  ports  by  tin'  army. 
On  the  20th  Captain  Batch  writes  to  me: 

Froi  by  dmartpro.  it  ia  baUavd  that  tin  aielj 

In  front  of  Jacksonville  baa  beeu  uiucli  butwbeth  trong 

.'.hat  doubtful. 

When  I  returned  hereon  the  22d  from  Ossabaw,  I  found  an  expe- 
dition preparing  by  General  Biraey  to  ascend  :|  certain  Btreana  and 
sever  tine  railroad. 

Mv              fcion  being  asked,   I   directed   Lieutenant-Commander 
Stone  i"  take  the  MoDonaugh  (Lieutenant-Commander  Phythian)  and 
tin- //'//■    (Acting  Maetei    I      I      Mitchell)  and   fender  wnatevei 
might  be  Deeded.    The  Dai  Ching  (Lieutenant  Commander  Chap 
was  to  assist  mi  tin  !i-  oireumstancefl  permitted.    Two  boat  b 
and  i»  detachment  o rfnes  were  aoded. 

The  expedition  left  this  place  on  Wednesday,  and  early  on  1 
the  army  I  passports  returned. 

I  ifas  telegraphed  that  the  iitfnir  dure,  with  the  loss  on  the 

part  of  the  army  of  :»   ii"<-  transport  steamer,  the   Botton^  wh 

iinded  under  fire,  and  was  destroyed  i"  prevent  felting  into  the 
hands  oi  the  rebels;  some  lives  were  lost,  and  about  ,;"  horses  • 
burned. 

The  HaL  and  McDonough  did  not  return  until  the  aiternooi 
ng  been  informed  of  the  retreat  «>f  the  tro 

The  reports  of  the  commanding  naval  officers  snow  that  the  gunboats 
the  part  assigned  t hem  siitisfuctorilj  and  without  loss. 

Lieutenant  (  del  Stone  was  senior  office]  in  command,  Licu- 

Doander  Chaplin  commanded  the  Da*  Chi       '<  ieutenant* 
Com  rthian  commanded  the  McD  ictingMa 

Mitchell  the  &  B,  B 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  these  officers. 

Captain  Bontelle,  of  the  V.  S.  Coast  Survey,  with  bis  usual 
ompenied  the  funboata  in  the   Via ■■>■.  and  skillfully  piloted  them 
along  the  windings  of  (he  narrow  channel. 

I  take  this  opportunity   of  making  ddj    acknowledgments  to  the 

eminent   head  of  the   Coast    Survey,    rroreSSOr  liuche.  for  the    many 
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•  tlich  I    i  I   while    , 

irate  surveys  executed  by  his  orders.     Their  scientifi 
excellence  i  er  been  surpassed  in  ai 

invaluable  in  condm  ting  operations  in  this  quai  ti 
I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  very  rcspo  tfully,  your  obedient  servani 

J,   A.   I)\ll!.«;i:  i 

Rear- Ac  \th  Atlau 

lion.  Gideon  Welles. 

S5 ' ■/'■  ''•'''•/  ■■/'  the    \ '"•.'/• 

[Bnctaam.] 

I        S.   S.   ClIIITEWA. 

-.,    ,  ■        ].   ... 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  01  the  24th  instant.  I  pro 

with  ili«-   .)/.•/•  o  and  up  the  South   Bdis 

Biver,  as  far  as  Governor  Aiken's  plantation,  on  - 
which  point  I  landed  the  marines  and  two  howitzers  on  field  carr 
who  were  ordered  to  cross  the  plantation  to  m  point  as  near  Willsi 
as  tbei  could  get  I  sent  a  boat  to  the  poinl  agreed  upon  with  I 
i  Birney,  with  the  expectation  of  communicating  with  him,  bul 
disappointed,  no  vidette  having  been  found.  On  tne  morning  of  the 
86th,  nt  7:35,  I  opened  with  tne  howitzers  on  Willstown,  and 
supposed  direction  of  the  battery,  which  we  afterwards  discovt 
from  the  window  oi  one  of  the  mills,  but  entirely  out  of  rang 

i  la  the  fog  lifted,  the  vessels  were  ordered  mji  as  far  us  it.  was 
deemed  prudent  to  go,  and  fire  opened  at  11:80  in  the  direction  of 
battery  and  houses  :it  Willstown  by  the  rifle  guns  of  the  M-  D 
:m<l  Sale.     After  firing  for  a  couple  of  hours,  ordern  were  given 
the  vessels  to  return  to  tin*  previous  anchorage,  and  for  the  nun  i 
and  howitzers  to  fall  back  to  the  place  of  debarkation.     I  dispatched 
lb  armed  boat  through  Mosquito  Creek,  to  communicate  with  the  Dai 

mi,  lu'injr  anxious  to  learn  the  canst"  of  ;i  large  fire,  obsi 
the  westward,  and  the  n  hereabouts  of  <  reneral  Birney.    ( >n  her  return 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  I  received  the  melanc 
-of  the  diss  beamer  fi  ind  that  the  general 

returned  to  Port  Royal,  whereupon  the  marines  and  howitzers  wore 
ordered  on  board;  and  at  daylight  we  proceeded  down  the  river  en 
route  for  Ubia  place,    where  we  arrived    this  evening.      The  def 
of  the  loss  of  the   Boston,^  and  the  pari   taken  by  the   Dai  Ching.  in 
compliance  with  my  orders,  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  accompan] 
report    of   Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin.     Alt  hough   we  did    not 
!  the  enemy,  I  am  confidenl  from  the  alacrity  and  cheerfulness 
with  which  ui\  orders  were  obeyed,  that  tin-   naval   portion  of 
expedition  would  bave  brought  back  a  far  different  account  than  that 
which  must  be  told  of  the  army. 

End  eed  you  will  ;  py  of  my  orders  to  I 

Commander  Chaplin,  and  a  ihowing  the  points  occupied  and 

covered  by  the  forces  under  my  command. 

Hoping    I    Lav.'   carried    out   your   instruction.-,    to   your    entire 

sati.-lael 

1  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.   I- . 
Lieutenant -Con  -   f  .  s. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrex, 

Comdg.  Soutfi  Atlantic  Bloekda.  Squadron ,  Port  Boyal  Harbor, 
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r.  s.  s.  Vi-. 

Off  Mouth  of  South  Edisto  River,  Mm, 


Snt:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  immediately  prepare  to 
accompany  Genera]  Birney  op  the  Ashepoo  River.  Captain  Boutajle, 
l".  S.  Coast  Survey,  informs  me  that  yen  will  have  no  trouble  until 
rem  arrive  al  Bennett's  Point,  al  me  mouth  <>f  Mosquito  Creek 
(marked  "A"  in  tli«'  accompanying  tracing),  :«t  which  point  you  may 
find  some  difficult]  in  turning,  aicei  which  you  will  find  the  channel 
on  the  port  band.  The  object  of  your  going  is  to  act  as  a  cover  and 
feint 

General  Birney  will  land  to-night  at  the  mouth  of  Mosquito  ( !i 
run!  lake  up  his  lint-  of  march  on  the  road  toward  t! 
Charleston  B  irbich  it  i-  bis  intention  to  cut,  if  possible.     Yon 

will  please  oommunicate  with  the  general,  and  render  every  e 
in  your  power,  having  i\w  regard  to  the  t  your  snip,     When 

the  expedition  returns  you  will  resume  your  station. 

1  shall  proceed  up  the  South  Edisto  with  the  ugh\ 

and  //"/<,  and  to-morrow  morning  open  on  WUlstown,  if  I  can  gel  d 
enough;  therefore,  you  will  underhand  an,\    beavy  firing  in  that 
direction. 

I  Bend  you  a  tracing  of  the  proposed  route  and  pt 

A.  Bennett's  Point. 

B.  A>  far  an  I  think  it  prudont  for  you  to  go. 

t '.  The  point  al  which  I  propose  to  land  two  howitaersand  a  few 
marines,  in  case  I  can  not  get  up  to  Willstown  with  the  vessels. 
*  .  Proposed  route  of  Genera]  Birney;  von  will  fad  (J- 

Birney  on  board  of  the  Ptoto,  a  small  side-wneel  steamer. 
Hoping  you  will  have  a  merry  time, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  B,  Sn 
Li  i".  nan  i  ■  •■'•  r,  27  -s'.  a 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  < '.  'km, 

5;  8,  i>«>  < 

rv.  s.  s.  Dai  Chi 
Saint  in..  >6f,. 

Admtral:  In  obedience   to  orders    from   Lieutenant  Commi 
Stone  to  cooperate  with  General  Birnej  in  bis  expedition  to  out  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  1  have  to  report  aa  follows: 

The  transports,  with  the  exception  of  the  Boston^  arrived  here  al 
&:30  p.  m.,  May  25.  I  immediately  called  on  General  Birney  for 
instructions,  telling  him  1  had  bo  pilot,  but  thought  I  could  find  one 
'in  \sh  Island.  He  repHed,  if  I  aid  not  find  one,  he  would  sand  the 
captain  of  the  transport  Wyoming  to  pilot  this  vessel  up  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  in  the  meantime  to  send  the  WUd  <  'at  outside  to  bring  in  the 
Boston.  All  the  steamers  proceeded  up  the  Aahepoo,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Boardman,  which  grounded  near  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  Boston  arrived  about  this  lime.  J  sent  Acting  Ensign  Nelson  on 
board  th<-  ttnnnlumii  to  render  assistance,  as  be  anew  the  channel. 
Mr.  ds  went  on  board  of  the  Bottom  to  pilot  her  to 

Bennett's  Point    On  his  arrival  at  Mosquito  Creek,  be  informed 
Colonel  Montgomery  that  that  was  the  place  e  landing  was  to 
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In-  made.     Colonel   Montgomery,  seeing  11  steamer   - 

river,  Baid   his  orders  were   •  «>   follow;  Mr.    Nelson  said    be   * 

pilot    ru»    further.    The    Boston  .-till    kepi    on,  and  iboi 

under    Chaplinman   [Chapman's]   batters   al>out    midi 

lijiiit  :i  pilot  baving  been  round,  I  started  up  tin-  i  it  mj 

orders.     While  underwaj  I  of  General  Bimej  came  on  board 

and  informed  me  of  the  groundi  and  the 

th. hi  me  to  attempt  to  get  up.  ai 

and  two  boats  t<>  him.    The  pilot  of  this  vessel  wi 

carry  the  ship  up  with  safety;  tl  aid  said  1  had  I  ■<■•.  it. 

we  oonid  render  them  valuable  assistance  in  case  of  danger.     I  > 

c  i  >h •■  I  ;ii  onee  up  tin  rh  er  to  the  point  where  the  Bort 

and  on  my  arrival  found  the  enemy  Bring  briskly  on  her  from  i  In-  bat 

tery,  and  nearly  all  of  the  troops  ashore  in  the  marsh  having  thn 

away  their  arms  and  acoouterments,  and  in  many  instances  theii  cloth 

ing,  I  immediatelj  opened  fire  from  all  of  our  guns,  and  in  ;i  verj 

minutes  silenced  the  Da  ttery.    Thearnn  guntx  thcnprocei 

to  the  Boston,  wetirii  II v  for  two  hours  witl 

I  railed  on  the  general  again  and  asked  if  I  could  I  rvice  iri 

ting  In  or  "H  or  saving  public  p  plied,  *' No,"  that  henad 

already  sent  one  of  the  Dai  China  a  boats  with  one  of  bis  own 

up  to  set  her  on  fire,  and  requested  me  to  send  another  in  tow  of  /  v.. 

however,  before  .-he  arrived  the  vessel  was  in  flames,  having  on  l» 

seme  60  horses.     After  the  rebels  got  the  i 

y\:  fortnnateh  none  was  killed  bj  the  fire  of  I 
i  or  eight  a  ere  drowned  in  their  hurried  attempt  to  gel  on  shore.     It 
was  supposed  Bhe  bad  beer    >  i  ack  70  or  80  times,  one  or  I 
throngs  here  boilers.    The  colored  troops  being  in  a  position  where 
they  could  not  return  the  fire,  seemed  to  In  panic  stricken,  and 

Mr.  Nelson  says  it  was  u    qui  h  as  the  officers  could  d  p  them 

from  crowding  into  tin-  boats  and  swamping  them.     At  11  a.  m.  the 
general  ,-iarted  down  io  Bennett's  point  to  i  inhark  hi-  troops,  an  the 
d.jiTt   >>l    id.  ,'iion   failed.     The    Dai  C'hing   followed  t"  cover 

embarkation.  At  -j  p.  m..  the  troops  being  all  on  board  the  transports, 
they  started  down  the  river;  we  followed,  covering  the  retreat,  and 
anchored  oil'  Otter.  (aland  at  3:50.  It  was  the  impression  of  Acting 
Ensigns  Nelson  and  Sheppard  that  the  Boston  could  have  been  gotten 
off.     At  all  e\  ants,  the  horses  might  have  been  saved,  as  tl  was 

:ilonLr-idr  of  her  for -onir  tun  set  on  fire,  and  not  8  shot 

fired  at  tlieni  io  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CnAPLTN. 
Li* 
Rear  Admiral  . I     \.  DAALGRBS, 

■  mil  Atlantic  Blockading  8gvadr> 


Order  of  R  DaAloren,  U.  S.   No 

nanding  «1  S.    s'.  Dai  (him;, 
rtsuiio  t/t>-  patrol  of  Co< 

E  i  \r.  Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ''..  J; 
Sir:  l  am  informed  bj  the  i unending  general  thai  the  practice 

which  has  always  been  customarj  to  patrol  Coosaw  Sound  with  bo 
has  been  discontinued  lately. 
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You  will  pic:. a  to  inform  ma,  and  resume  Hucfa  patrol,  extendi 

S8  |':n   aS  tlir   DOW  OD  I  '■  m-aw    l-lmnl. 

Parties  have  been  Been  reconnoiteriii  ■•lumili.  and  the  destrt 

ridii  of  it  would  be  a  serious  Incom  anience  t«.  the  armj . 

I  am  informed  that  !i  deSCeoi  was  made  OU  tin-  ojghi  of  i1  |)OIl 

Morgan  Island,  aod  L2  persons  carried  off. 

1  should  like  to  be  informed  ol  all  now  omenta  which  occui  o  i  liiguous 
to  your  blockading  <jr<mnd. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obediei  tot, 

.1.  A.  I>AHi.<;i:hv 

''.  Oomdg.  South'  Atlantic  /•'  fuaaron. 

Lieutenants  ider  J,  ('.  i'mn.i\. 

Com  .  St.  Helena  I  Sound], 


Report of Rear-Adn  '".  8.  Navy,  regarding  the amcU- 

/;>>,.  und*  r  '■' 

Cf<0      -■-'«"•.  |  Fl.  KBB     PHILADELPHIA, 

Sot:  Tin-  deal  engineer  report!  Hi    condition  o!  the  Huron  and 
bead,  and  recommends  their  return  north  for  repairs. 

In  repairing  the  damages  that  the  On  ustnined  in  stnkiii 

the  St.  Johna  Bar,  il  was  found  thai  the  worms  bad  obtained  access 

her  planking,  and  the  ship's  carpenter  considers  if  advisable  to  dock 
her  !•>  stop  further  mischief  [report  is  sn<  Losed  I  w  1  Bead  her  north  for 
tlnii  porn 

The  Chippewa  is  reported  to  leak  badly,  making  si  times  as  much 
as  88  inches  n  day. 

This  increases  the  existing  frankness  of  the  force,  and  I  again  recom- 
mend Borne  effeel  ive  addition. 

The  Gmanda  to  exhibit  results  of  steady  work  on  bar 

boilers. 

i  in    Winona  is  again  tinder  repair  for  the  second  time  in  the  short 

.•   has  heen  |i< 

1  have  the  bonoi  to  :  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bern 

.1.  A.  Dablgbsn, 

,>unt  O'/t. 

Bon.  Gibbon  Well] 

P.  8. — The  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Seneca  will  be  forwarded 

per  next  mail  Bteami 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral   I>  ..  to    [ding    Mat 

Mitchell,  1 .  67.  Navy,  commanding  ( ■  8-  8.  a.  /'.  Hale,  to  proceed 
to  8t.  John's  River,  Fl  f .  $,  8-    Vorvnch, 


Flah-Stkamkij    PHILADELPHIA, 

Pari  Royal  Harbor,  May  ."■'.  tb\ 
8ik:  You  will  proceed  to  the  St.  John's  River  and  report  to  Com- 
mander Halch  t<>  relie 
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You  will  be  careful  in  ascending  the  St.  John'l  that  you  do  not  inad- 
vertently foul  any  of  the  rebel  torpedoes.  When  th(  m  to 
suspect  tin m.  you  will  iweep  with  two  boats,  one  on  each  the 
channel,  with  a  line  from  boat  to  boat,  property  weighted,  so  a»  to 

sweep  5  U)   1"  feet  )'('l<>\\  tlii-  HUM 

The  commanding  officer  of  the    \  baa  been.ordered  iVr 

the  pilot  of  that  •  the    //,■■'   . 

You  will  receive  frona  the  l  .  8.  s.  /  \uuHtta  a  draft  of  M  men 
ila  in  the  st.  John's. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

.1       \.    I  )AIII.01!KN. 

Bear-Admiral,  thmdg.  South  Atlantu  Blool  .•;. 

Acting  Blaster  0.  P.  Mttohbll, 

.  s.  /<:.  n.  b 


,..  r.  s.    v >■•'/.  to  I 
manaer  Baker,  U,  S.  Navy,  •  ?.  Huron,  top 

c>tl  in  phil»  -.stel. 

Flao -Steam Kit  Philadelphia, 
P»,  Harbor,  S.  <  ?$64. 

Sir:   You  will    proceed   with    the   Huron    til  ■  n    command 

Philadelphia,  and  on  your  arrival  at  that  port  you  will  report  I 

CI  K.  Stribling.  commanding  navyvard  at  that  station,  for 
QecessaT]  repairs,  and  also  to  Hie  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Xav, 
r,  enclosing  0003  of  these  '•!■•! 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  a.  Dahlghkn, 
r-AshtUral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  $q 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  11.  Bakxb. 

$,   S.  Huron. 


Order  of  Moor-Admiral  DaMoren,  U.  8.   Navy^to  Lieutenant- Q 
r   Parker,    I'.  8,   Navy,  ending  U.  S.  S.    Seneca, 

proce&l  (<•  \-  tfl   PI  /■' ,/:  '/••-•  /"  that  Vt  m  . 

Flao-Steakeb  Philadelphia, 
Rtri  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  SO,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Seneca  under  3  oui  command  t.-  Mew 
Yoik.  and  on  your  arrival  at  that  port  you  will  report  to  Rear  Admiral 
Hiram  Paulding,  commandant  of  navy  yard  at  that  station,  for  dc 
-;im    repairs,  and  also  to  ihe  honorable  Secretary  "f  the  Navy,  by 

litter,  forwarding  to  him  a  COpj    of  these  order-. 

\'eiv  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 

litiir  Admiral,   1  South  Atlantic  Blockading   S 

Lieutenant-Commander  J  AXES  PabXEB, 

( km  .   s'.  S    8  "ca. 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  recon- 
naissance of  the  defenses  of  Savannah. 

No.  235.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  Si  1,  186^. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  my  directions,  a  reconnoissance  of  the  defenses  of 
Savannah  was  made  on  Saturday  last,  and  verv  successfully. 

Moving  by  night,  they  reached  Elba  Island  and  stood  in  open  day- 
light on  the  framework  lookout  at  its  north  end,   thus  obtaining  a 
correct  idea  of  the  obstructions  and  the  batteries. 
The  ironclad  Savannah  lay  in  the  stream  ready  for  service. 
The  information    coincides  with  what  I  previously   knew   from 
deserters. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Reai'- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

June  1,  186^. 


Name. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Charleston 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

....do 

do 

Lehigh 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Pettit 

'Sailing  vessels. 


N   W   R — VOL    15- 


•Mfljnt  fwnki 


Johs  A.  Dahlgben, 
Boar-Admiral,  Chmdg.  South  Atlantic  B  bvn. 


Order  of  Sew* Admiral  Dahlaren,U.  8.  to  Comma  ml,  t  Batchy 

!  .    ■  ■      .,  / '.  .V.  .V.   Pom  '■'  />,■» ■■•>'  A    i 

Flag  Steaheb  Philadelphia 
Port  2fc>y<d  //,//■/*., ,-,  8.  r.,./  . 864. 

Sii::  Upon  the  receipt  of  tlii.--  you  will  transfer  the  command  t<> 

< !  iptain  Lewis,  of  the  Blohaska,  ana  proceed  to  Charleston  as  soon  as  ir 

toseible  to  cross  the  St.  John's  Bar,  which  it  is  hoped  n  do 

now,  with  the  i&sl  itanoe  of  the  spring  tides,  and  of  Captain  Rootelle. 

to  G  metal  Gordon  that  1  will  Bond  a  vessel  to  replace  the 

PawMt  Be  — <  ■« 1 1 1  as  pi  «sible. 

M,v  fori  9  so  much  reduced  thai  I  am  compelled  to  resort  t<> 

every  expedient  (<>  oarry  on  tin-  usual  duties. 

Kor&lefiead,  flambeau*  and  Potcm  e  north,  under  repairs; 

the  m  have  lefl   for  the  hhiik'  i-<mis<hi.     The  Cft/p/i 

and   UnadiUa  are  about   i<>  leave.    The  //<"    ri    •    .  Kingfisher, and 
.I/"//.//.,  lost,  while  the  occupation  of  the  St.  John's  requires 
additional  steamers  and  a  tug. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Thus  lit  l«-:i~ i   1:;  steamers  are  withdrawn  from  the  duties  that  bare 
n  hitherto  performed  by  tbia  squadron,  mid  tin-  /.  iout 

to  leave  for  Philadelphia. 

The  Plmma  having  the  most  powerful  broadside  in  the  sojnadroa, 
except  tin-  Wabath^  which  is  oselees,  I  am  obliged  to  make  the  best 
use  of  her. 

Yen  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dablos] 
r    Ubrmj  '/.  Comdg,  South  Atifantk  /'■ 

t  lommaadei  Gtao.  [B.  I  Hum. 

whim! hit)  U.  8.  S.  /'i,i\,  r  Officer  in- the  St.  JbhnJu. 


■   Mgr\ n,  I'.  -s'.  Navy,  to  I 

uuthdr    S!u,h,   I  .    S.    .Xuvtj,   t<>  a%9UVM  0  •'  "ft/"    U,    8.    8. 

Winona, 

Fi.ac-Stf.amki:  PHILADELPHIA, 

I'.-rt  Royal  ffarbor,  s.  <:,  ./■..,. 

Sik:  On  the  arrival  of  your  relief,  Lieutenant  Commander  V.  W. 
Weaver,  yon  will  turn  over  the  command  of  the  U,  8.  8.  <'/<<j'/>eica 
tu  him  end  assume  command  of  the  L7.  8.  s.   Wine 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  a.  Dahlgbbn, 

Iixir-  A'luiirol.  Oomdg.  South  AOanHe  /'  Iron. 

Lienti  naiit  <  \ •luliiuii<  1<  i    ESdWABD  E.  STOB 

C"  ■''.  8,  jS'   ■  too. 


Report  -•/'  Acting  Master  /.■>■  U.  8,  A.  ,8* 

Want  ''on  "f '  //it-  Brttitk 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 
of  O.  .  [S.  01],  Jwu    ■. 

Sn::    I  have  tin'  honor  to   report    that  at   !*  a.  m.  yesterday  morning 

Dsmrious-looking  steamer  was  discovered  by  our  lookout  from  the 

light-house,  lying  close    LDBhore   at    North    Inlet.      It   bein^  elm  tide. 

onr  draft  of  water  would  not  permit  me  to  cross  the  bar,  and  I  was 
under  the  neoaaait]  oi  waiting  until  the  Hood  made,  which  I  did.  get* 
ting  umlei  way  at  8  \>.  dl  A-  .soon  ii»  we  were  discovered  by  the 
t  underway  and  stood  offshore,  but  finding  that  we 
were  gaining  rapidly  on  him,  he  altered  bis  course,  steering  in  for  the 
sooth  end  oi  p'a  island,  where  ihe  rax  ashore  near  toe  wreck  of 

another  steamer  and  some  buildings  on  the  beach;  die  whole  crew. 

isisting  of  about  20  persons,  making  their  esoapeoverthe  bows  and 

bj  their  boat-.,  hastened  by  a  rifle  shell  thrown  at  them  by  our  80 
pounder  Parrott  \-  soon  as  1  arrived  opposite  him  I  threw  a  few 
shells  and  stands  oi  grape  into  the  buildings  and  woods  and  buahes, 
to  dear  them  ol  any  skulkers,  and  sent  Acting  Ensign  E.  EL  Warren 

and  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer   Henry  Wanklin,  with  a  DC 

...  on  board,  with  instructions  to  save  the  vessel  and  boOera  (with 

the  \ dew  of  hauling  her  off  i)   possible)  in  case  the  crew  had  taken 
measures  to  destroy  them,  which  as  it  proved  they  had  done. 
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At  this  time  a  force  of  cavalry,  consisting  of  about  7f»  men.  was  soon 
advancing  from  the  mirth  ward  near  tin-  beach.     I  run  :i  hawser  to  the 

amer  and  attempted  to  tow  her  oh",  but  she  was  too  firmly  aground 
ami  I  eould  not  move  her.  Meanwhile  the  cavalry  had  advanced  to 
the  edge  of  tlic  wood-,  and  oommenced  firing  at  our  men  on  board  the 
steamer,  who  returned  their  Bre5  and  I  also  shelled  the  woods,  which 
kepi  them  back.  It  being  men  marly  1  p.  m.,  and  finding  it  imp- 
I'lc  tn  rat  the  steamer  afloat,  I  ordered  her  to  be  fired  i  engine 

to  be  destroyed  as  Ear  u  possible,  which  was  done,  we  remaining  near 
in- r  until  she  was  totally  consumed. 

She  proved  to  be  the  English  steameT  Roaeyot  London,  from  N 
Bail,  New  Providence,      No  e-ir^o.  except  some  barrels  and  i 
Liquors  and  small  stores,  was  found  on  board,  and  nothing  ws 

ne.  1  enclose  all  papers  found  on  board,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  is  her  register, etc,  and  manifest  from  Nassau,  witha 
few  private  letters. 

I  think  she  bad  been  waiting  tot  high  water  to  enable  her  to  gel  into 

North  Inlet,  and  meantime  had   -.-nt  most  of   her  i  ur<r<  her 

boat   WBS  down  When  She  gO<  underway. 

At  da\  tight  this  m<  returned  to  my  ani  borage  inside  the  bar. 

I  would  respectfully  cafi  your  attention  to  the  letter  addressed  t.i 
L.  Ford,  which  shows  that  the  blockade  runners  are  yet  daring  eno 
to  run  out  and  into  Charleston  Harbor,  notwithstanding  the   force 
maintained  there. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

>.  w.  I 
Acting  Ma  g. 

Rear-Admiral  Joss  A.  Dahigbbn, 

Comdg.   South  Atlantic  Bbovhvlhni  Squadron. 

■ 


:'.  s.  s.   Water  Witch* *  by  Confederate  hoot  easpediti 
(tenant  Pelot9C  S.  Na/vy^  in  Ossaba 

r,  /^|. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Kennison.  U.  8.  Hary. 

No.  m.] 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ft,  Jum .-.{.  / 

Sik:  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  Forward  the  enclosed, 

■i  BtiOU  of  tile  capture  of  tile    t'.    S.   S.     II-..      II 

The  news  reached  Die  about  l  p.  m.  to  day,  and  shortly  after  dis- 
hed the  Winona  to  Ossabaw  with  a  steam  ti 

The  UnadiUa  will  leave  soon,  in  order  to  assist  in  remedying  thif 
disaster. 

The  ImOy  which  was  lying al  St.  Catherine's,  not  tar  from 

Ossabaw,  got  underway  on  bearing  the  news,  and  put  to  sea.     It  the 
rebels  had  used  dispatch,  thei  mighl   have  captured  the 
too.  a.s  she    is   :i   Bailing  vessel,  and    not    suspecting  anything  wrong, 
would  have  fallen  easy  prey. 

•The  Wat     WUek  me  anahand  sbonti  rloe  north  of  the  month ol 

Bra«u  i.    Bee  ma]  i.  volume  18,  p.  221.— KknawuM. 
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I  had  determined  to  send  the  Unad&Uk  and  Chippewa  north  for 
repairs,  tin-  latter  making  i"  feet  waterper  day,  and  tin-  former  being 
much  damaged  by  the  worms. a  t':i« - 1  only  disclosed  while  repairing  the 
rudderpost,  which  had  been  displaced  ng  on  the  Bt  John's  liiir. 

Both  vessels  will  no  doubt  suffer  much  bi  being  detained  here, 
hut  with  so  muriv  vessels  absent  under  repair,  I  have  bj  ttiva, 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  inaufficiencj  of  the  present  t 

particularly  if  the  rebels  are  active,  which  I  think  ma\  now  be  reason- 
ably looked  tor. 
Seven!  of  the  rtationsare  oecupied  bvsailiag  vessels,  whieh  run 
D ■•■•."     '  ith  facility  if   DeceesSTy;    and  the   crews  an-  also  much 
rednoed. 

The  MrtHHtv: hit*<:tu  was  at  Oasabew  and  supplied  the  Water  Witch 
on  Qmsday;  that  very  oiffhf  the  attack  was  made. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  reepectfullj  ,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobbn, 

/»'< fffl y- Admiral.  Oomdg.  SoutA  Atfffl 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

ary  of  (h 


[Rni'kniarv.  I 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 
Tybee  Road*  Jwu  ',.  1864. 

Sik:   I   very  respect  fully   report   the  capture  of  the  l\  S.  S.    Water 

Witch,  as  communicated  to  me  by  .Master!  -Mat'    Wright,  attached  to 

the  L*.  S.  bark  /  .■>><.  which  arrived  off  lure  this  morning  and 

in  a  boat 

The  following  fa  the  report  of  a  contraband  who  escaped  from  the 

Water  Witeh  after  her  capture,  and  was  taken  on  board  the  Firnand 

from  the  southeast  point of  <  >>*-ahaw    Island: 

The  Water  WztchAni  -awn  large  barge  loaded  with  men  ok 
tlnTii,  about  2  a.  in..  Jane  S.    They  bailed  it.  and  the  answer v 

••<;<j  to  hell,  you  sons  <>f  h ,"  followed  by  a  volley  of  musketry  at 

the  Water  Witch,    The  executive  officer  was  on  deck  and  sprung  the 

rattle  at  once,  and  the  pilot,  who  was  in  the  pilot  house,  rung  the  bt  I] 
to  go  ahead.  Before  (hey  could  slip  I  he  cahle  the  rebels  were  on 
hoard,  and  at    the  -aim    time  tin •  v  were  boarded    by  boat-  on  the  other 

side.     The  hghting  commenced  at  once,  band  to  hand,  with  etttlBSses 

and  pistols,  and  lasted  some  half  hour  or  uion  before  the  capture  was 
complete. 

The  contraband  was  ordered  on  deck,  together  with  the  engineers 
11  the  engine  room;  got  forward  and  jumped  overboard  as  eooaaa 

he  could.      As  he  was  leaving  heard  one  of  the  ores  <;i\  :   ••  My  (rod, 

I  nni  shot.*'    Doeanol  know  how  many  were  killed     when  overboard 
four  boats  6s  the  side  be  jumped  from,  and  think.-  there  were  Four 
on  the  other  side.    Started  ror  shore,  and  finally  Bucoeeded  us  reach- 
Inn;  Baccoofl  Island  [Key],  [OBsabaw  Sound],  having  swum  u  miles. 
Went  from  then'  t>.  Ossfi  tan  [Island],  when  be  lay  in  aighl  of  the 
Water  Witch  until  some  time  afta  daylight      Watet     '        bad  aoi 
then  been  moved;  rebels  seemed  to  be  having  a  grand  jubilee  on  bot 
Contraband  went  to  southeast  point o1  signals  to  the 

•  iidina,  which  took  him  on  hoard  at  11:80  a.  m.,  3d  Ju 
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Hm  dma  intended  to  communicate  with  VYaessw,  but  drifted 

l>\   ami  -'ill   ;i   l»oat    in  here.       I   have  Sent  :i   '"nit   t«>  Wassail    to  rollltnu- 

nicate  with  tin-  Tassels  lying  there;  have  also  sent  :•  I 
from  F"i  t  Pulaski,  and  ahaU  send  :■  f m»mi  with  this  iuune<&terj. 
Have  ordered  the  I  na  to  cruise  along  the  eoael  and  oommu- 

>te  with  the  /'"■•",.  as  she  romcs  ninth. 

Bare  coal  Ide  diacfai coal  tor  Homed   1/ 

Bhall  ballast  her  to •night  ii'  possible,  in  m  l<     to  have  hex  out  of 
waj . 

Have  sent  hont>  . -1!    in  preference  to  moving  D  will 

time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfulfo,  your  obedient  servant) 

Wm.  W.  K i:\.\i » 
-.',,(/    ]'■'/■'<<?,■!■  Litiittitinit,    S'rnior   <  [tji-,  r  /'/■•• 
Hear-. Admiral  .1.  A.  DaulobbN. 

niittnd'un'  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sowuh\ 

P.  S. — Tin1  5  •'<••  n  lefl  bere  in  obedience  to  orders  i  I 

June:'..  L864,  for  St.  John's,  Kb. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgrcn.  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Stone.  O.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Winona,  to  repair  at  once  to  Tyboe,  Oa.,  with  a  view  to  a 
recapture. 

i  i  v.;  Stbaheb  Phtladelfbia, 

fort  Royal  Harbor,  s.  «  -y;;. 

Sin:  Jt  i>  reported  to  me  from  the  senior  officer  at  lybeethat  the 
&  have  surprised  tin-  r.  S.  s.   Water  Witch,  \y\n\  i       :iw 

Sound. 

Yon  will  repair  to  thai  place  without  delay.    If  the  rumor  should 
anfortunateh  prove  true,  yon  will  occupy  that  station  and  endeavor 
to  guard  against  the  ill  consequences  of  tin*  capture,  taking  n 
tor  her  recapture  If  possible. 

1  send  with  you  8  lug.  In  case  tin1  Water  Witch  i>  still  in  ()>saiwiw. 
\ ou  u  ill  be  careful  not  to  permit  her  to  escape,  end  inform  me  imme- 
aiateb  thereof  liy  way  of  Tybee  and  the  telegraph, 

[f  the  rebels  have  taken  the  Watt  i   Witch  out  to  sea  you  will  ;it  onoe 

communicate  the  news  by  the  tug  to  the  various  stations  along  the 

coast,  so  that  the  vessels  placed  there  may  not  lie  surprised  bj  the 

rebels;  and  ii  may  be  advisable  for  you  to  pursue  the   Water  WUah^ 

rder  to  recapture  her  it'  possible. 

The  Unadilla  will  follow  the  Winona  as  soon  as  her  in   In* 

replaced,  and  will  assist  In  carrying  oul  these  orders. 

tKeep  a  lookout  for  i  you  entel  the  Ossabaw, 

Very  respei  trolly,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  \   Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admvral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Block  louadron* 

Lii'uteiiiint -Oommander  IS,  E.  8tonb, 
nmandmo  f\  &,  S.  Winona. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dablgran,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Toang,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U  8.  8.  Cimarron,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Oisabaw.  Ga.,  to  assist  in 
the  attempt  to  recapture. 

Fl.A  [  IB     l'lUI    \  1  •l.I.I-ll!  A.   •/"/-.    5, 

Bib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  I  abaw  to  as 

flu-  recovery  of  ins  Water  \Yitil>.  if  thai  ia  practicable, 

In  passing  Wasssw,  communicate  with  the  monitor  Patapaco,  now 
there,  unless  you  learn  from  the  tog  seni  there  this  morning  (in  | 
Ing  her  on  the  return)  that  this  has  been  done. 

On  roachinfl  I  lasabaw  measures  Bhould  be  taken   to  communicate 
with  the  below  and  mn  them  in  regard  to  their  boarding  i 

ting,  torpedo  fenders  and   nettings,  and  picket  boats  at   night,  as 
enjoined  by  my  order  of  February  Lfl  (No.  wf. 

The   \V<t'ttT  )\'t'/r/i  is  t<-  hi-  ivfuptuml  if  possible,  or  destroy  i 
secured  bj  ad  reaon  of  oor  gtms. 

I  am  to  be  kept  advised  of  progress  as  soon  as  it  ran  be  done  with- 
interfering  with  operations. 

\'<i  j  respeetfouj  .  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Pahi.ori.n-. 
Iii'.ii-  Ada 
Captain   Y< n 


Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy. 

\-i.\  Flag  Stiaheb  Philadelphia, 

/'./•/  Royal  ll-n-f^r.  8.  < "..  ■!•••>■  '■.  I 

Sir:  There  Bsems  to  be  no  reason  to  dpnbl  the  capture  of  the  Water 

Witch  with  nil  on  board,  except  one  oontrahaad,  who  escaped  and 

gavt'  information  of  what  took  place,  on  bearing  of  which  1  dispatched 

cne  II  mona  at  oner  and  two  other  gunboats  followed  aoon  after.    The 

Witt*'-  'i  o  went  around  from  Waaaaw. 

Tin-  orders  were  to  retake  ner  or  destroy  her. 

<  Bptaio  Stonr.  tin.-  senior  ofluvr  present,  reported  last  evening  thai 
after  arriving  at  Ossabaw  he  proceeded  up  tin-  sound  and  mto  Ver 
linn  River  aa  far  aa the  batteries  permitted,  but  could  see  nothing  of 
the  Water  Witch.    She  may  have  been  takes  to  see  or  Into  some  of  the 
inland  passag  In  ly  oul  of  sight 

It  i>  to  be  apprehended  thai  long  and  undisturbed  possession  has 
relaxed  the  vigilance  od  our  blockaders,  and  that,  in  some  instances, 
precautiona  have  been  omitted  because  thai  seemed  seedless  in  pi 
where,  as  fear  a«  tin*  rye  ran  ivarh,  not  a  1 1 x  i i k lt  soul  Is  to  be  Been  for 
iir  .in ha  thai  Looks  like  an  enemy. 

In  Pobmarv  last  the  EoUowing  passages  occur  in  ■  general  order 
a  bicfa  I  iasm 

If  vassals  oq  blockade  in  at  mcbor,  they  an  iriy  In  un 

wntt*r,  without  outriggers  And  hawsers  stretched  iinniinl  frith  tope  Dotting  dropped 
Into  toe  water. 

Vessels  on  (adds  blockade  had  letter  tak«-  |n*t  outside  at  night  and  keep  ander* 

wav  until  there  precauti'  impleted. 

All  the  i">aiif  muBl  b i  the  patrol  when  the  pease)  is  not  in  movement. 

The  com  mum  it-re  r<  quired  to  are  their  almost  vigilance;  nothing 


472 


80UTII    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    Sgl'ADRON. 


It  seems,  however,  th.it  <►.•< asionaJ  warnings  will  alone  sen 
keep  tip  attention,  ami  it  is  well  when  thedisastei 

It  is  not  to  l>e  disguised,  however,  thai  the  force  under  my  command 
is  becoming  inadequate  to  the  duties  of  this  station. 

It  i.-  now  bo  much  reduced  by  th*-  absence  of  reesels  that  are 
abled  unci  undei  repair,  by  lo  I  by  the  reduction  in  nun 

whose  times  have  expired,  that  it  is  difficult  to  sustain  the  J » l •  > 

■illy,  and,  i'  with  Safety. 

But  for  the  fortunate  i  the  contraband,  who 

the  rebels  might  have  captured  several  isolated  blockaders  wh 
sever  have  suspected  her  new  charaoft 

Sixteen  of  the  vessels  have  Bails  only,  no  steam,  and  answered  pre 
wall  for  blockade  bo  loogasthej  could  be  anchored  inside;  bul  this 
baa  always  been  more  or  lees  hazardous,  and  is  now  much  more  -<■-  as 
the]  are  alone  and  removed  from  all  assistance.    Outeidethej  would 
be  of  little  use. 

lam  also  obliged  to  nrge  on  the  Department  thai  some  men  maj  be 
-i hi  down  without  delay. 

On  the  Lei  of  June  there  was  i  deficiency  of  1,800  men;  this  month 
it  will  be  increased  by  250  more. 

1  have  not  received  any  for  these  six  months,  except  some  LOnegn 
thai  I  took  out  of  tii*1  M  ttsn  few  days  since. 

i  In  ideficiencj  baa  reached  such  an  extent  that  immediate  relief  hi 
necessary. 

The  Bureau  of  Equipment  int. .mi-  me  that  i . « m m.i  men  will  com 
tin-  New  Hampshire,  bul  I  assure  the  Department  that  a  few  hundred 
are  Deeded  at  once,  and  among  them  b  number  of  Sremei] 

For  <i\  months  I  have  detained  men  whose  terms  had  expired;  now. 
it  can  be  done  no  longer,  and  murmurs  arise  it'  they  are  kepi  a  single 
day  over  the  tune.     In  one  case,  where  it  was supposed  that  the  //<. 
was  to  accompany  me  on  an  expedition,  the  men  came  aft  and  made 
ii  their  aissal  i  fad  ion  to  the  captain. 

[am even  Bhortofcoal  and  have  no  more  stock-   left  (not  issued) 
than  would  supply  the  vessels  for  a  neck. 

It  i    not    .uiiirient  that  coal  is  on  its  way:  it  is  wanted  here,  at  ''"^ 

IIM-UH'lll. 

It  is  with  great  relui  taaeetbat  1  press  th  the  Depart- 

ment, when  1  know  that  demands  are  being  made  on  it  from  ei 
auart   i .  bul  I  t"  '.  ear  trouble  you  bo  long  as  I  can  help  myself,  and  only 
i  to  keep  you  fully  informed  as  to  the  actual  state  of  things  he 

I  *hall  leave  here  to-i now  for  Charleston,  as  the  /.< 

probablj  croea  the  bar  there,  on  aer  way  here  to  take  in  her  mi 

I  have  jost  received  a   report  from  the  Fernandina,  from  which  it 
Would  appear  thai  the    Watfr    W/'fr/i  was  not  yielded  without  a  se> 
contest 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

J.   A.   1  »  Mil  GREN, 

Run-  At  ■  I  'omdg.  South  Atlantic  B  g  Sguaai 

Hon.  (iiokov   WeLLBS, 

Secretary  qfthe  ft 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander   Dana,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding   the   attempt   to  find  the 

captured  vessel. 

I.  S.  S.  Winona. 

■:}.<:<.■■    S'tHU'l,   •/<  ■     ££. 

8nt:  1  crossed  i lu-  bar  at  Osfeabaw  and  anchored  this  morning  :it 
0.  I  found  tin"  r.  S.  S.  \\"i.<«iiii<-k<>h.  Ueutenant-4  lommander 
I  rosman,  hare,  Ik-  having  come  141  last  evening  <>n  information 
1 1 <-<-i % i<l  from  the  "iily  person 'who  Bscaped  capture,  it  appears 
that  ill-'  MWAr  Witrh  was  captured  by  foui  armed  launches  at  abonl  - 
o'clock  iii  the  morning,  as  I  informi id  jpou  b]  t« ilea raph.  I  ascended 
tbeYemoa  Rivei  bo  a  point  aa  near  to  toe  batter]  al  BeulahrBeaull 
us  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  go.  Prom  tlmt  pomt  1  9  a  1  enabled  to 
well  u]i  above  Fort  McAllister,  and  I  am  certain  that  she  has  either 
been  taken  to  sea  or  carried  entirely  out  of  my  reach.  Had  I  been 
iU.  tar,  l  should  have  captured  or  destroyed  her,  if  it  bad  1 

me  one-half  of  my  command. 

1  buried  the  remains  of  one  of  her  crew,  a  Mack  man.  whoso  body 
we  (bund  floating  Bear  Raccoon  Key.     1  shall  Bend  ou(  to-night  I 
picket  boate  at  points  which  will  render  it  impo-dhle  for  them  to  but 

prise  me,  and  continue  to  do  so  as  l«>n#  as  I  remain  here. 

Mr.  Hafiards  think-  that  the  vessel  below  this  (8t  Catherine's)  has 
left,  as   nothing  could  he  seen  of  her  as  W€  passed  in  this  morning. 
Inking  that  into  consideration.  I  judge  it  must  have  been  she  thai  we 
saw  last  evening  standing  to  On  northward.     I  bave  not  deemed  it 
necessarj  to  retain  the  unadSla^  as  I  can  not  now  see  the  least  chance 
for  active  operations.    She  will  therefor*   oarr]  hack  tin-  dispatches. 
The  Larhpur,  Captain  Davis.  I  have  dispatched  to  the  southward  to 
e  the  intelligence  and  necessary  warning. 
1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Haffards  and  Captain  Davie,  of  the  Zorfapur, 
for  that  assistance  which  alone  baa  enabled  me  to  make  so  promptly 
the  above-mentioned  reconnoissance.    I  think  1  shall  carry  out  the 
gestion  '»f  Mr.  Haflards  with  reference  to  sonic  negroes  on  .«  farm 
by.     lie  will  inform  you  where  it  is.     I  send  you  en  Dnintellij 
contraband. 

Respectfully,  your  olw»dient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana. 
JAeu  Vangy. 

Kear- Admiral  .1.  A.  Paiii.oki  \. 

Gomdg.  8011th  Atlantic  Blockading  Sauadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  West,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  bark  Fernandina. 

I'.  S.   BABE    Fkknammna. 

Sn::  At  9:80a,  m..  June  8,  daring  my  absence  at  Sapelo,  wh 

had  gone  t innmnicate  with   the  m09M0hu86M8%  a   man  a  on 

the  south  end  of  Ossabnw  bland  making  signals  to  the  ship.    On  gel 
ling  him  on  board  he  proved  to  hen  contraband  named  Peter  Mcintosh, 
belonging  to  the  Water  WUek,  and  reported  the  capture  of  thai  vessel 
by  the  rebels  al  B  a.  m.  that  morning  under  the  foOowingcircnmstances: 

The  Bight  Wns  dark  and  .squally,  .so  that  it   wa-  dihicull    to 
than  one  or  two  ship'fi  lengths,  except  in  tin-  Hashes  of  lightning.    'The 
officer  of  the  deck  d  I  a  boal  ahead  'lose  to,  and  hailed.    The 
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r«'i>l\  was,  "  Who  the  hell  are  you  bailing I"  followed  1»\  a  discharge 

of  musketry.    Tin-  :il:it  in  WSsat  once  given,  I>ul  before  the  watch  hi 

oould  gel  up  the  boarding  nettings  were  cut  through  and  tin-  ship 
boarded  on  both  sides  and  ahead.  There  was  i  hard  Btruggle  on  deck 
before  the  ships  company  were  overpowered  bj  .  and  mi 

killed  and  wounded. 

Boon  after  the  surrender  Mcintosh  -lipped  overboard  and  s>,- 
ashore,  wher  Jed  himself  till  daylight    He  says  that  I 

bad  not  moved  her  by  that  time,  and  that  -In1  was  blon 
if  something  was  the  mutter.     He  then  made  hie  way  to  this  ship. 
The  executive  officer  at  once  dispatched  :i  boat  to  the 
information,  and  Bhe  must,  hays  reached  there  eoon  after  I  got  bock, 
which  I  iii<l  at  -I  p.  m.,  coming  outside.     I  thought  it  verj  probable 
that  thej  would  attach  as  daring  the  night,  and  as  I  bad  little  hope  of 

making  a   -ucccs.sful   defense   :it   anchor,   and    the    wind   and    tide   H 

favorable,  determined  to  get  the  ship  outside,  if  it  was  at  the  risk  of 
losing  ber.     We  crossed  toe  bar  at  8:80  p.  m.,  striking  lightly  several 

tilth 

It  was  my  intention  to  remain  <>iT  the  bar,  but  on  reflect  ion  it  appeared 
t"  iih-  to  be  verv  important  that  the  vessel*  in  Waaaaw  should  know 
what  bad  happened,  that  the  news  might  be  sent  to  you  m  as 

possible.  Accordingly,  at  midnight,  I  bore  up  and  ran  Cor  Wasaaw, 
but  at  daylight,  finding  I  bad  got  to  leeward  of  it.  sent  Acting  hfas- 
t<-r's  Mute  Wright  In  b  boat  to  INrbee,  with  a  verbal  communication 
t<«  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Etennison.     He  sent  Mr.  Wright  '•> 

tin'  inland   passage  to  Wassaw,  and   I  picked  him  up  in  th<  <>t\. 

with  orders  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Madigan  to  return  to  my 

station  as  soon  B8  possible,  which  I  u in  now  doing. 

I  wish  to  expresa  my  obligations  to  Acting  Ensign  Flood,  who  •. 
the  onh  person  on  Umrd  who  knew  anything  about  St.  Catherin 
Bar,  which  he  had  once  or  twice  sounded  over,  and  who  piloted  the 
ship  in  the  dork  without  anj  guide  but  the  lead  and  compass  courses, 
with  great  judgment  and  coolness. 

I  endeavored  to  ascertain  from  Mcintosh  if  any  of  the  officers  of  the 

Wat  were  killed,  but  beyond  the  fact  that  Captain  Peodergrast 

was  not  he  eould  tell  me  nothing. 

Vriv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  West, 
Acting  Mastery  Commanding, 
Hear  Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgrev, 

Cbmmanding  South  A&ontu  Blockading  8cuadron\ 

V.  S. — I  forgot  to  stnte  that  Mcintosh  described  the  boats  that  maofa 
the  attack  as  cotton  barges,  capable  of  carrying  about  fortj  meo.  He 
hh  four  of  them  on  the  side  mat  be  lumped  overboard  from,  but  did 
not  know  how  mauv  there  were  altogether 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  PendorgTMt,  U.  8.  Navy,  writing  from  the  C.  S.  Haval 

Hospital,  Savannah,  Oa. 

c.  s.  Naval  Hospital, 
Savttm  9,  L%Jf. 

Sir:  Through   the  kindness   of   Commodore  William  W.   Hunter, 
commanding  the  Confederate  States  naval  forces  at  this  place,  I  no 
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permitted  bo  report  to  you  the  capture  o  Vttch\ 

at.  S  ».  mi.  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  by  being  boarded 

bo  of  the  enemy's  boats  whilst  lying  in  Oaaaoaw  Sound,  I 
It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  thai  the  vessel  was  troll  defended, 
and  we  had  only  to  succumb  to  superior  nombara,  and  I  baye  but  little 
doubt  we  would  have  m  oceeded  in  beating  the  enemy  off  bad  it  not 
bean  that  the  majority  of  the  officers,  incmoing  myself,  were  wounded 
early  in  the  attack.  Of  the  crew,  4:»  men  and  18  officers  ire  now 
toners. 

Thewonnded  are  well  oared  Eorin  this  hospital,  the  Burgeons  mani- 
festing inu.-li  kimln  id  us.  At  sonic  future dav  I  will  make 
out  a  report  in  detail,  when  I  hope  to  be  able  to  ghw  such  an  explana- 
tion of  this  Bad  affair  a-  will  prove  aatiafaetorj 

i  bojpe and  beg  In  them  >ressive  terms  that  the  Dejpaz 

will  take  -n.  Ii  steps  m  will  effect  an  early  exchange  of  the  officers  and 
1  for  reasons  which  I  shall  lie  able  to  give  when  that  Brent  o<  i  ur& 

1  hn\r  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yom  obedient  servant, 

A;   -TIN   I'l.NIM.K'.ICN 

Hon.  <  iim.oN  R 

Secrttofyoftht  u,  8.   Vavff,  Wathington^  I>.  ('. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  0.  8.  Havy,  regarding 

lack  of  vigilaaoo. 

NAT!  1>ki*aktmk\t.  Jwu  K'.  186J^ 
Sir-.  The  Department  has  i  innounc* 

ins  the  capture  of  th>'  I     8.  8.  Water  Witch  atOasabaw  Sound  by  a 
rpeditaon,  and  representing  the  inadequacy  of  your  vesssels 
for  the  duties  required  of  them. 

No  number  of  vessels  will  make  good  the  want  of  vigilance.  The 
Water  Witch  was  a  steamer,  and  it  can  not  be  claimed!,  as  in  many 
instances,  that  her  capture  was  owing  to  her  being  a  aailing  vessel 
without  steam  power.  It  was  not  a  deficiency  of  men  dot  of  coal,  but 
from  what  at  present  appears  as  carelessness  and  neglect,  that  occa 
stoned  her  capture. 
Win-  nettings  and  a  wire  ridgerope  are  aaed  on  the  vessels  in  the 

•iac.  as  rope  alone  is  useless  against  boardera 
The  attention  of  the  Bureau  of  Bquipmenl  has  been  called  to  your 
report  of  deficiencies  in  men  and  coal. 
Very  respectfully,  etc, 

(  ill>KO\    Wf.I.I.KS. 

lyqflht  Navy. 
EteaT -Admiral  -John  A.  Daklgsbn. 

Qomdf,    South    itkmtic  Blockag.  Sguadr  on. 


Extract  of  letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Carpenter,  D.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  attack. 

I '.  B.  [nONOLAD  Nanii ckkt. 
Of  i  ton,  &  C.    Jvty  '".  liflftf. 

Iflj  Pi:.\i:  >n::  I  bave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  oi  your  letter  of 
L8th  ultimo,  and  beg  to  apologize  for  my  delay  a  replying  t"  your 
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enquiry  m  relation  ko  tin-  Water  Witch,  At  tin-  time  of  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  I  had  but  little  intelligence  to  communicate  beyond  what 
had  already  found  Ha  way  to  the  public  prints,  and  which  you  have 
probably  read.  I  was  not  without  hopes  of  gleaning  some  additional 
particulars  in  relation  to  the  disaster  from  some  of  the  numerous 
<!(•»<  ifugeee,  etc,  who  occasionally  find  their  wi  orlinea, 

Init  so  far  I  have  not  been  veri   successful.     I  was  present  when 
admirml  questioned  a  contraband  who  had  belonged  to  the  Water  Witch 
unci  who  was  the  "ills  one  bo  affect  his  e><  I'linn  the  replie 

this  man  I  gathered  the  following: 

It  was  about  •-'  o'clock  on  a  very  dark,  drizzling  morning 
officer  of  the  Water  WUch% aided  bye  friendly  gleam  of  lightnin 
Covered  a  strange  hoi  to  the.  ship.      He  immediately  hailed  it. 

and  on  receiving  an  abusive  answer  in  return,  sprung  the  rattli 
quartan.  Their  approach  being  thus  detected,  the  rebels,  who  had 
been  ttoiseteash  drifting  with  the  tide,  now  made  a  dash,  mounted  the 
vessel's  low  sides,  rut  through  the  boarding  nettings,  and  rained  the 
!,-.  Here  a  desperate  conflict  ensued  which  lasted  probably  twenty 
minutes,  when,  finding  themselves  outnumbered  and  ov<  rpowered,  the 
Water  witch  was  surrendered. 

<  hir contraband  found  it  convenient  at  this  time  to  visit  the  fire  room, 
Imt  a  i-eiiel  uilicer  soon  coming  dow  d,  ordered  every  our  on  deck.     The 
engineer  and  firemen  went,  but  the  narrator  states  that  he  m 
way  to  the  guard,  jumped  overboard,  and,  swimming  to  a  neighboi 
•  hi-  wai  to  the  Dearest  station,  and  gave  him 

Vv th  nhi  h.ifn   \rting  Ensign   Forsyth,  of  this  vessel,  and 

late  of  the  Watet  Witch.  I  makeup  the  following: 

Tin-  Water  Witch  hud  been  nearly  twelve  month- at  Ossabav 
without               ort.    The  place  was  bo  quiet  and  so  devoid  of  suspi 
cieus  incidentaor  appearances  that  they  had  almost  forgotten  b 
bend  danger  of  any  kind:  that  despite  of  this  the  vessel  was  in  constant 
preparation  for  any  event.    One  watch  was  always  on  deck,  fully 
armed,  the  guns  ready.  hca\ 3   banked  fires,  and  eliains  prepared  for 
slipping;  thai  the  discipline  of  the  -hip  was  excellent;  thai  Captain 
Pen                nettled  by  the  discomfiture  of  the                   had  fre- 
quently declared  he  never  would  be  taken.     From  thi-  it  may  b 

eluded  that  he  himself  dei  I  Burpnse.    The 

Ines  wen-  turned 01  er  bi  ery  half  hour  to  insure  their  being  in  order, 
and  evciy  e\  ening  at  quarters  four  rounds  of  ammunition  w 
up  f«»r  each  gun.     Pendergrast  ia  represented  as  being  extreme! 
lant.  and  on  the  night  in  question  was  among  the  first  on  deck.     I'elot, 
late  od  "in-  Navy,  led  the  rebels  and  was  the  first  one  killed. 

His  party  Consisted  Of  s  cotton   barges,  each  on*'  holding  about 
men.      [hey  pulled  down  the  stream,  passed   the   Water    Witch  and. 
waiting  for  flood  tide,  drifted  up  bo  her  from  the  seaward. 

The  complement  of  the  Water  Witch  was  about  90,  but  at  the  time 
the  attack  she  was  shorthanded.    The  rebel  papers  put  it  down  u  80, 
men  and  officers.     Pendergrast  was  much  liked  by  his  officers  and  men. 
and  enjoyed  their  full  confidence.     Recent  account-  concur  In  stating 
that  tin  md  men  have  been  very  well  treated,  indeed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Harmony  has,  I  believe,  communicated  with 
them  quite  recently  by  mean-  of  a  flag  of  truce,  uu.d  their  general 
dition  i-  well  spoken  of.    *    *    *. 
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An  attempt  has  been  recently  made  to  bum  the  Water  117/,/,.  but 
tin-  pari  v  sunt  for  I  lit-  purpose  were  .-ill  captured. 

('.(.(  Iaspbnter, 
XAa  litem 
( iommodora  Blake. 


Additional   report  of  Lientonant-Commander  Pendergraat,  0.  8.  Hayy,  lat«   commanding 

U  S.  8.  Water  Witch. 

Washington.  I>.  ('..   (kkfct  W,  /-s'' 

Siej  En  « onfonnitv  with  the  desire  expressed  in  my  official  rep 
of  June,  L804,  to  make  a  full  statement  of  the  capture  of  the  tJ,  8.  %, 
Water  witeh^  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  following': 

On  the  morning  of  June  8,  1864.  abort  Ba.  bbl,  in  ittaoked 

bv  the  enemy  in  7  launches,  conl  g  to  rebel  accounts. 

145  officers  and  men  of  the  rebel   V  -  to  the 

the  niffht,  and  the  carelessness  of  the  officer  of  UK  deck.  Acting  Ma- 

tert  Mate  K.  D.  W,  Parsons,  the  boats  were  allowed  to  approach 
within  80  yards  of  as  before  the  alarm  was  given,  which  was  done  in 
Buck  a  slight  manner  as  to  have  but  little  effect  in  assembling  the  men 
nt  quartern.  On  hearing  a  noise,  I  sprang  up  the  companion  way  and 
enquired  of  the  officer  of  the  deck  what  was  the  matter,  but  received 
no  reply  except  from  the  rebels,  who  were  shouting  the  word  "Rebels! 
Rebel  ' 

I  Immediately  gave  the  order  to  slip  and  start  the  engine  ahead]  and 
send  everybody  on  deck,  and  then  jumped  to  my  stateroom  to  get  my 
arms  and  some  clothing.  tTpon  regaining  ti"1  deck,  while  making  my 
way  to  the  hurricane  neck,  1  was  struck  bj  s  cnttasB  on  the  beau  and 
rendered  insensible. 

lT|K>i!  recovering  my  faculties  I  went  on  the  hurricane  deck  and 

rang  the   bell   ti>  go  ahead  OR   tin-  engine  in   hopes  of  swamping  the 

bouts  of  the  enemy.  The  engine  made  half  a  revolution  and  then 
stopped  tor  some  unaccountable  reason.  Soon  after  ringing  the  bell 
I  fell  on  the  deck  from  !<>>-  of  Mood. 

During  this  time  all  of  the  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
nears,  and  Acting  Master's  Mute  Parsons,  who.  I  I 
deck  and  went  below  without  being  relieved,  wen  lighting  rVith  great 
bravery  and  Buecesi   upon  the  quarter-deck,  not  only  Keeping 
<  minx   from  boarding,  but  dropping  two  out  of  four   boal 
attacked  as  aft,  astern,  twoof  which  were  so  much  out  up  a-  to  be 
unable  to  return  to  the  attack,  but  drifted  helpless  until  they  reached 
the  enemy's  batteries  at  Benulieu,  while  the  fourth  boat  made  but  few 
efforts  to  board.    Of  the  number  that  ^ruined  our  decks,  but  one  suj 
led  in  reaching  the  engine  room. 

\  Pew  of  tin-  men.  with  Doasl  Pilot  EL  B.  K.  Murphy,  were  fighting 
tin-  enemy  forward,  but  wiv  Boon  wounded  and  rendered  unlit  for 
action  by  loss  of  blood.    The  anemj  then  meetta  listaneowas 

able  to  ^raiii  "in  deck,  and  after  securing  tin-  hatch*  l  aft  In 

such  numbers  as  to  soon  overpower  the  few  officers  left  engaged  Is 
repelling  the  enemy  on  the  quarter-dee  I. 

The  D  uied  paralyzed  with  fear,  and  remained  under  the  hur- 

ricane deck  without  giving  the  officers  th  lupport,  though  they 

were  ordered  out  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Hillings  and  Acting 
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Ensign  Hill.     1  i  cover  the  whereabouts  of  all 

.  owing  i"  th<-  darkness,  and  there  was  but  Kttio  opportunity 
for  tin-  o  give  many  orders,  as  all  w<  rod  in  con 

menl  they  reached  the  deck,  and  continued  to  light  until  struck 
down. 

I  regret  to  say  tin-  watch  below  evinced  no 
and  defend  the  ship.     Had  the  crew  but  emulated  the  noble  < 
shown  then  bj  their  offia  i-.  the  rould  have  been  far  differ 

I  am  ;it  a  Lois  to  explain  the  behavior,  of  the  men,  unless  they  n 
diasatiBfied  with  being  detain  the  term  of  their  enlistm 

nearly  nil  of  them  were.     1  hud  already  sent  home  for  K)  of 

my  beat  men,  bj  ordei  of  l!«-ar  Admiral  .).  A.  I>  me 

short  in  my  Brew,  also  2  watch  officers  (an  acting  master  and  acti 
ensign)  had  been  ranched  from  me,  as  well  as  an  actio 
rendering  it  neoeanrj  for  me  to  order  the  acting  m 
alone. 

I  regret  to  -ay  that  the  engineers  acted  In  the  most  cowardly  man 
near.    They  were  the  only  officers  win,  surrendered  and  thai  to  one 
man.     Had  the]  obeved  mv  orders  to  work  the  engine,  the  one 
would  have  been  unable  to  board  ns,  but  so  far  from  fighting  reh 
they  Burrendered  at  the  Krai  summons  and  thereby  lost  the 

While  a  prisoner  of  war,  Acting  First  i  I  Engineer  Saninel 

Genther  haaeondncted  himself  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner,  having 

ply  declared  thai  as  he  considered  himself  no  longer  an  offia 

the  Dnited  States  Navy,  In' did  not  Bght, and  thai  tin  ighl  not 

bo  bold  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  while  confined  at  Macon,  Ga., 

he  mads  tlir  -aim-  statement  to  Colonel  George  ('.  Gibbs,  commanding 

ens,  asking  bo  be  released  From  confinement  on  those  grounds. 

That  the  enemy  paid  dearly  for  their  victory  their  long  I'm  of  killed 
and  wosnded  will  evince,  numb*  and  men.     Among 

their  killed  [were]  their  commanding  officer.  Lieutenant  IVIot,  and 
the  <>nlv  pilot  they  bad  to  depend  upon  for  the  Savannah  River.    Soon 
after  the  capture  ol    the   ressel  sne  was  run  up  int 
Sound,  when-  she   ran  aground,  and  when   the  last  of  the  officers  left 
her,  she  had  only  18  inches  of  water  under  her.     Late  the  same  ei 
ingshe  t  off  by  lightening  her,  and  succeeded  in  getting  under 

the  gnns  of  beanlieu  battery.    The  officers  and  crew  were  then  Bent 
to  savannah;  the  wounded  were  well  taken  ran-  of  ai  the  naval  I 
pita!  at  thai  place.    The  remainder  wen-  jenl  to  Macon  and  And 

\  ill.',  (in. 

Notwithstanding  the  defeat  which  I  have  sustained,  I  can  not  do 
this  report  without  recommending  to  the  kind  consideration  of  the 

Department    the   ij-allant  'onduct  of    tho>e  t, ilj.'.Ts    and    men   whfl 

bIi  defended  their  ship. 
To  C.  W,  Buck,  acting  master,  Acting  Ensign  (  hase  Sill,  Ensij 
A.  I).  Stover,  Acting  Assistant    Paymaster    L.  <J.   Billings,  Acti 
Master's  Mate  < :.  P.  Weston.  Coast  Pilot  R.   B.  K.  Murphy,  Hei 
Will  nuns,  captain  of  hold,  John  Williams,  captain  of  afterguard,  John 
Parker,  gunner's  mate.  Jarvis  T.  Hazelton.  coxswain,  I  am  indebted 
for  u  cordial  support  in  the  defense  of  the  snip,  and  though  ever]  one 
of  them  was  wounded,  and  many  of  them  threatened  with   instant 
death  unless  they  would  aaj  that  the]  surrendered,  1  am  proud  to 
that  not  one  of  mem  disgraced  himseU  by  doing  so. 
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The  enemy  with  tin-  aid  of  a  greatly  superior  force,  assisted  by  the 
neglect  of  duty  on  the  pari  o!  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  by  tin-  ques- 
tionable conduct  of  the  engineers,  wu  enabled  to  take  possession  of 
tin-  ship,  but  she  was  never  surrendered  to  tl  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant) 

AlMIN     l'KNDKHIillAM  . 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wf.t.i.f.s. 

Secretary  of  the  Xfi»y%  Washington,  D.  V. 

Sn 
parol 


Btport  of  Acting  Matter  Buck,  D.  8.  JJavy,  tale  of  tho  0.  8.  8.  Water  Witeb. 

IVm.timoi.k,  t9$4* 

Srn:  I  bare  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  hero  and  release  (on 


duty  to  report  that  at  the  time  of  capture  the  WatsrWitoh  was  En  goon 
order,  and  everything  ready  for  action  at  a  moment's  notice.     On  v  r i = - 

Ding  previous  u>  001  rapture  (as  was  the  daily  custom)  the  crew 
were  inspected  at  quarters,  toe  batteries  east  loose,  and  ship  prepared 

EM  tii  hi.  All  tin  gmu  wire  loaded,  and  extra  >-lmr#H  aurl  projec- 
tiles for  each  gun  were  at  hand  in  spare  chests*     At  B  p.  m.  I  exam- 

!  the  buo]  cope  (on  the  cable),  shackle  and  pin,  saw  hammer  and 
.  bain  punch  convenient,  and  all  ready  and  easy  to  sup  si  i  moment's 
warning.  I  gave  the  customary  nighl  orders  to  the  officer  of  the 
deck,  and  made  tin  evening  report  t<>  the  commAoder,  As  near  as  I 
can  radge,  on  the  morning  of  June  8.  between  the  hours  of  1  an  I  9 
o'clock,  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  yells  alongside  and  the  springing  of 
the  rattle.    Heard  the  yelling  plainly  (my  an  port  being  open) ana tiunk 

flic  yelk  ftWOke  me  before  I  heard  the   rattie.      I    iinn  Sprang 

out  of  my  berth,  slipped  on  pants  and  clippers,  snatched  tup  due  fl  i 
and  rushed  on  deck  with  the  other  officers,  when  I  reached  the  deck 
it  was  so  very  dark,  with  sharp  lightning, as  to  render  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  distinguish  one indivi  om  another,  bui  I  could  see] 
climbing  over  the  rails  and  boarding  nettings,  and  knew  by  the 
charging  of  mall  anus,  yelling,  and  cries  of  surrender,  that  some 
of  the  enemy  were  already  on  hoard.  1  heard  Lieutenant-Commander 
Pendergrast  rive  Reorders,  "'(.'all  all  hands  to  repel  boarders,  slip 
the  chain,  and  start  the  engine."  Before  I  could  gel  i«>  feet  from  the 
companion  way  nay  passage  was  stopped,  and  a  general  hand  t«»  hand 
tijjht  going  on,  in  which  1  could  distinguish  the  voices  ol  Paymaster 
Billings  and  Knsign  Stover.  I  Bred  all  sis  i  barges  from  my  revolver 
at  those  on  deck  and  attempting  to  board,  and  beliei  e  e\  srj  si><>t  took 
deadly  affect.  I  could  not  get  forward  of  the  wardroom  skylight,  bid 
seeing  boarding  on  the  port  guard  I  attempted  to  train  the  howitzer 
on  the  boat    borne  one  tried  to  assist  me(l  think  the  paymaster),  but 

at  that  tune  I   was  struck  OF  pushed  down,  and  losl  CUSlaSS  and  pistol. 

Recovering  I  again  made  tin-  attempt,  when  1  was  felled  senseless  by  a 
heavi  blow  on  the  forehead,  and  on  recovering  my  senses  l  Bound 
myself  on  the  poop  deck  sands  pinioned  behind  and  sentrj 

over  me.  The  officers  in  the  wardroom  were  ail  quii  kly  on  deck,  but 
it  was  impossible  for  them  t"  gel  to  their  stations  or  rally  the  men.  as 
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tlif  i 'in -in v  were  already  on  board  and  each  one  wu  obliged  to  del 
himsr-if.     1  beard  do  one  say  that  they  Barreaderod,  dot  any  cry  for 

quarter;  and  believe  nil  who  were  engaged  fought  bravely  .-mil  desper- 
ately until  i  ut  down  or  overpowered  by  superior  numbers,  ft  is 
impossible  for  me  to  say  whal  part  (if  any) our  men  took  in  theactioa, 
but  with  tlir  exception  of  Jeremiah  Sills  I  i,  landsman,  who  wan 

killed]  Jarvis  Basalton,  coxswain,  and  John  Williams,  second  captain 
afterguard,  who  were  on  the  lookouts:  Heury   Williams,  in  of 

hold,  and  Jobs  Parker,  gunner's  mate,  wb  iroundt  id,  and  Henry 

1  lill.  4|u;irtn  master,  who  captured  a  Confederate  and     qui    I  bun  in 
the  pilot  bouse,  I  do  not  believe  any  of  the  others  took  anj  pan  al 
Tin'  offloer  of  the  deck,  Acting  Haster'a  Mate  E.  L>.  w.  Parse 
neglected  giving  the  proper  signal  to  call  all  bands  to  repel  board 
both  before  and  after  the  order  had  been  given  by  the  commander,  as 
also  the  order  to  slip  the  ruble.     I  did  not  see  or  near  him  on  deck 
after  the  first  alarm  was  given.    The  engine  was  started  and  made 
one  or  tiro  revolution*  after  the  as  given  bi  the  commander, 

and  then  >u >]>]>••< I  without  orders.  If  it  had  been  kepi  in  motion  we 
would  have  rank  or  oapeizi  d  every  i>oat  belonging  to  the  enemv,  evi- 
denoe  of  wniehwe  have  even  from  their  own  reports,  and  although 
the  cable  was  not  slipped  (according  to  orders),  the  ram  could  b 

led  sufficient  headway  to  have  partial  it.     I  mosl  confidently  a- 
that    if   we  had    been  allowed  one  minute   longer  to  gel  on  deck  and 
rally  the  men  it  would  have  been  impossible  For  the  enemy  I 

and  with  such  odds  and  circumstances  against  as,  as  well  as  the  bet 
of  our  being  . -hort  of  three  officers  and  some  men.  the  -hip  was  bravely 
and  gallantU  defended  by  the  fen  n  ho  were  engaged  in  the  combat,  as 
a  comparison  of  the  casualties  OB  both  sides  will  prove,  as  well  as  the 

DOWledgment  Of  the  enemy  through  the  public  prints. 
Since  my  capture  1    have  been  moved  about  several   times  from  one 

ce  to  another,  occupying   barracks,   jails,   workhouse,   hospit 
Open  out  Insures,  and  lastly  the  notorious  Libby  prison,  at  Richmond. 
B&v  privations  and  Bufferings  have  been  considerable,  but  that  of  our 
enlisted  men  is  beyond  description. 

Very  res|>ect  fully,  etc., 

Chas.  W.  Buck. 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Niwy,  No.  616  II'.  Lombard  St.,  BaU  tfd. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wf.li.i  18, 

V,  ,  ,     >,,■/■;/  Of  ih>:  X<>)'!/. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergrast.  IT.  B.  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  the  signal 
hooka  of  the  U.  B.  8.  Water  Witch. 

Washington,  I).  (\.  <  >,  ■;.  J864. 

Siu:   I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  three  naval  signal  books  OB  file 
l'.  S.  s.    Water  Witch  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  at  the  turn 
the  capture  <•(  that  rasssl,  June  8,  LS64. 

I  had  DO  Opportunity  of  destroying  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A  L  ST  I N    V  K  N I )  K  FS(  i  HAST, 

tfmant-G  ter,  I  .  8,  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbtj 

Secretary  qftht  Novy}  WdtKincton,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  AaiisUnt  Burgeon  Pierson,  U.  8.  Navy,  lata  of  the  D.  8.  8.  Water  Witch. 

Port  Royal,  s.  c.. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  h:i v«»  the  honor  to  submit 

the  following  report: 

The  Water  Wwch  was  attacked  while  at  anchor  in(l  "vmnd,  on 

the  iDonong  of  the  3d  of  June  last,  by  n  rebel  force  belonging  partly 
to  tfeeir  Ann}  and  partly  (<•  tin-  Navy,  whose  anmber  is  variously 
estimated  al  LxOto  150  men.     1  should  judge  from  the  excellent  appear- 
ance of  the  nun  that  they  were  earefullv  selected  for  tin-  enterpi 
Thej  came  in  .-i.x  or  eight  small  boats.    It  was  very  dark  at  the  I 
the  attack;  so  dark  thai  1  suppose  it  would  have  b 

ii  boat  :it  a  distance  of  more  than  80  to  50  yards,  and  I  was  informed 
by  the  rebels  that  they  had  considerable  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
Lity  of  the  Water  Witch  on  account  of  rkness.    The 

officer  on  watch,  E.  1).  W.  Parsons,  acting  ms  ate,  told  me  I 

In-  was  keeping  a  careful  lookout  ut  the  time,  but  thinks,  neverthel 
that  the  enemy  were  within  80 or  40  yard-  of  as  when  first  discovered, 
and  that  the  boat)  thou  first  set  in  thai  light,  hardly  rei 

oizable  as  b  boat.  Parsons  says  that  he  bailed.  No  answer  was  made* 
lie  hailed  again,  and  th<  une  on  with  a  rash  and  .i  yell.    He 

the  rattle,  ordered  the  watch  to  repel  hoarder  Lvanced 

himself,  firing  his  revolver  at  the  advancing  foe. 

I  myself  wai  waked  bj  the  firing;  noticed  no  one  in  the  wardroom; 

hastily  slipped  on  my  pants  and  Ixxits,  and  was  alxml  to  try  and  fi 

nay  way  to  my  usual  susfe  quao  d  decks  forward,  when  < 3 

Hill,  acting  ensign,  came  limping  into  the  wardroom  with  adangei 
looking  wound  and  almost  .it  the  same  moment  followed  another 
wounded  num.  John  Parker,  gunner's  mate. 

Having  pocket  case,  lint,  and  bandages  at  band,  1  dressed 
wounds  on  the  spot    Then  followed  a  i  ion  of  wounded, 

some  of  whom  were  attended  t"  in  the  wardroom,  some  In  the  cabin, 
and  deck.    Oui  loss,  as  will  appear  by  n        ace  to  my  med- 

ical report,  amounted  to  1  IdlledL  L8  wounded, and  •_'  missing;  total,  i,;. 

The  rebels  lost  Gr 6  to  6  trilled  on  the  spot.  2  mortally 

and  i"1  to  20  more  wounded  in  a  less  degree.    They  lost  tluir  leader. 

i _\ .  whom  ti  med  •'  most  able 

and  gallant  officer.    Tnej  also  lost  their  pilot,  a  man.  whom 

they  considered  the  best  of  theirpilots  for  the  Savannah  River  and  vicin- 
ity, as  well  bee.  In  attending  to  the  wounded  I  had  tin'. 
assistance  of  b  rebel  surgeon,  who  hud  boarded  us,  Dr.  C.  VTeslej 

Thomas.  ( '.  S.  Navy,  for  whom,  should  [he]  ever  fall  into  our  hand-.  I 
Ix'sjx'ak  the  courtesy  due  to  an  honorable  and  gentlemanly  adversary. 

During  the  combat  the  engine  and  wheels  were_gol  inmoti  ' 

cable  was  not  slipped,  tfa  rsonsand  Bnfus  H.  K.  alurphy,  pilot, 

each  told  dm  that  he  made  an  effort  to  slip  it.  Some  think  that  the 
engine  room  \\:is  riven  up  without  proper  resistance  on  the  jmrt  of 

ineera     The  engineers,  on  their  part,  allege  that  me 
unarmed,  and  that  they  understood  the  afalp  to  iw  lered 

before  the  demand  t<»  surrender  the  engine  was  made  of  them. 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  both  among  o  -  and  the  reb- 

els whether  the  -hip  was  formally  surrendered  or  not. 
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Some  of  our  officers  say  t hut  they  heard  out  executive  officer  sur- 
render, bat  I  do  not  understand  them  to  say  that  be  snrrendered 
ship. 

A  rebel  officer,  likewise.  Thaddeus  Gray,  told  it  Mr.  Iiuck 

surrendered  to  him,  bat  1  do  not  know  that  be  considered  it  other  than 
u  personal  surrender. 

1  myself  did  not  hear  anyone  surrender  except  our  chief  engineer, 
who  had  oome  into  the  wardrooii  ted.     A  re  Del  officer  had  just 

come  into  the  wardroom.,  which  I  was  then  using  as  hospital  quarters. 
Genther  surrendered  to  him. 

I  think  the  words  he  osed  were:  " ]  surrender!    VT  enderl 

The  Bhip  Burrendei «! "  I  turned,  surprised  and  vexed,  and  put  the 
question,  "What,  Genther,  is  the  ship  surrendered f  Be  answered 
"Yes."    a  moment  or  two  afterwards  I  heard  me  on  de 

whose  voice  I  did  not  recognize,  give  the  ordci  to  ing,  and  the 

firing  ceased.     1  suppose  the  contest  had  lasted  from  fifteen  to  twentj 

Of  the  crew,  <>nlv  a  part  engaged  in  the  fight.  Their  wounds  speak 
for  those  who  wen  wounded,  and  I  have  endeavored,  by  enquiring  of 
them,  to  ascertain  who  those  were  that  Fought  without  being  wounded. 
As  the  result  of  this  enquiry,  I  have  been  informed  that  the  following 
persona  took  part  In  the  fight,  who  were  wounded:  W  .  li. 

Fenner,  master-at-arms;  John  Williams,  captain  of  the  forecastle; 
Thomas    Bowers,   boatswain;    Fran  oatswain;    Henry 

Thornton,  coxswain;    . I  nine--   Alexander.    -\<  this 

let  me  ado  that  William  Wilkms,  the  p  ward, 

though  taking  no  part  in  the  fight,  made  himself 
attending  the  wounded.     Wilkin-;  has  been  in  delicate  health  for  a 

food  while,  and   I   rear  it  will  rd  with  him  in  his  imprisonment. 

arsons,  too.  has  been  a  long  while  unwell,  and  was  sick  in  hospital 
when  I  left  Charleston.     Lieutenant-Commander  Pendei 

was  Complaining,  and  Beamed  tO  me  to  lx>  threatened  with  fever  when 

I  left, 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  taken  amiss  if  I  say  that  some  of  onroffic 
earned  and  received  the  highest  admiration  of  foe  as  well  as  friend  for 
the  gsQant  and  efficient  manner  in  whicl  >ught     KiiM  umoug 

then  stands  L.  Guiteau  Billings,  acting  assistant  t»;i  Ensign 

Abner  D.  Stover,  Acting  Mt  I  barles  P.  Weston,  and  Boras 

li.  K.  Murphy,  pilot,  mjghl  contend  for  the  second  place.    The  col- 
i  boy  who  \-.  i.  Jeremiah  Sills,  Is  said  to  have  fought  moat 

desperately,  and  this  whi  ho  despised  him  were  cowering  near 

with  idle  i  ul  i  rhe  racks  jogging  their  elbows. 

To  proceed  with  my  narrative;  Their  pilot  being  killed,  the  rehab 
were  at  a  loss  how  to  navigate  the  ship. 

They  final  I  \  asked  onr  pilot,  Murphy,  if  lie  would  not  pilot  the 
vessel  for  them.  .Murphy  was  badlv  wounded,  bul  consented  to  try, 
on  b  i fied  up  and  iopported  ss  carefull}  as  might  be  on  the 

hurricane  deck.  The  ship  wot  underway,  and  in  a  short  time  was  run 
aground.  A  rebel  officer  afterwards  told  me  that  be  had  stood  i»\ 
Murphy  with  his  pistol  cocked,  watching  him.  and  would  have  shot 
him  had  he  not  been  bo  badly  wot  eeting  him.  as  he  di< 

running  the  ship  aground  purposely.     I  tried  to  persuade  him  thai  i.. 
8uspi«'ion  was  unfounded,  and  he  seemed  doubtful.     But  this 
stance,  taken  together  with  the  fact  that  Murphy  is  .Southern 
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and  left  the  South  at  |  time  wham  tln-v  were  rootatng   him  to  enter 

tfi.-ii 'service,  if  they  bad  not  aln  oiled  liim,  makes  in 

what  fearful  that  they  mi  him  roughly.     1  Loft  Murphy  at  the 

annah  Naval  I  '   I  .  S.)  on  the  16th  of  July,  since  which  time 

I  have  not  heard  from  him.    At  that  time  be  fa 
from  the  severe  nod  dangero  i  ■•  wood  i  ived  in  the  ti  d  up 

to  that  time  he  bad  received,  as  bad  all  the  patients  in  to  >itaf, 

all  ti  and  kindness  duo  to  the  stole. 

A  short  time  after  the  abip  had  got  aground  we  were  ordered  Bb 
gel  ready  bo  start  (or  the  nearest  port,  Hula  [Beaulien].  Wewere 
taken  in  boats  to  this  fort,  remained  there  ■  few  hoqra,  and  then  the 
wounded  of  both  sides,  together  with  the  fen  remaining  officers  of 
the  Water  Witcky  were  removed   in  ambulanc  Savannah,  whore 

arrived  about  dark.     1  offered  to  take  professional  charge  of  mj 
wounded.     The  offer  v\:is  accepted  on  oonditioa  of  mj  giving 
parole  not  to  attempl  t<»  escape  while  hi  iharge,     My  pati< 

were  accordingly  placed  under  my  care  at  a  hospital  called  the  Savan- 
nah Naval  Hospital,  under  the  charge  of  Surgeon  Jeffery.C.  8.  V 
formerly  of  our  Navy.   Tin.-,  hospital  was  devoid  of  some  ox  the  luxuries 
which  mav  be  found  in  Northern  hoepitalfi,  but  was  airy  and  comfort 
.  and  the  patient.-  then  and  comfort  ivhich 

the  somewhat  limited  reaoorces  of  the  country  well  admitted.  I, 
myself,  was  treated  with  gentlemanly  consideration  by  Dr,  Jefl 

and   the  assistant   BUXgeoOA,  J   by  the  nuiiicr m  I  offioen 

ullv    railed    there.      It    WM    U6   expectation    of    Dr.  3.,  as 

i  as  mv  own.  that  I  would  hi  dom    >'  the  city,  within 

eertain  prudent  limits,  but  Flag-Officer  Ilium  r  aeeinfi  me  out  on  my 
second  stroll,  senl  orners  that  I  most  thereafter  be  confined  to  the 
limits  o!  the  hospital  grounds. 

I  took  :.n  earyr  opportunitj  to  endeavor  to  establish  my  status  :i> 

entitled    to  he  relea-ed   and    returned   to  Ottr  lines,  according   tow 

in  the  case  of  medical  officers. 
Flag-Officer  Hunter.,  who  claimed  me  as  his  prisoner,  thought  thai 

1  was  mistaken  in  this  \  iew  of  mj  rights,  but  expressed  himself  as 
somewhat  uncertain  on  the  point,  ana  readilj  promised  to  comply 
with  my  request  that  be  would  write  t..  his  Qovernment  foi 

tionfl  «n  relation  to  nrj 

At  length,  on  the  6th  of  July,  not  having  heai         m  Hum 
the   subject,  1.  myself,  addressed    a  communication    to  Secretary 
MaUorj .  I  .  S.,  on  the  subject,  as  follows: 

i  .■«   i-\  tin    oBptnreot  the  Water  WUA  on  the  8d 

ultimo.  [  i  n  toe, 

\\  be  rele  i  i  etnenl  and 

with  what   I  tmderetand  to  b    the  D sage  existing  betwtKi>  d   9tatsi  and 

Confederate  -  relj 

Verv  n  viiur  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  I 
l  • . .    .    i 
I  lou.  8.  R.  Maixoby, 

Secretary  of  C  S   \ 

I 


This  I  enclosed  in  the  following  note  t<>  Hunter: 

Sin    I  respect  odwOI  forward  ti 

"•  >'• 

w.  n   p 

i 

Flag-Ofluxr  W.  W.  I!  avy. 


is* 
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I  heard  nothing  from   Huntci  fill  ;.  of  July,  when 

arrived  bo  send    me  r<>  prison  quarters.     Thereupon   1 

ased  b  i * « »t « •  to  I  [unter  as  follows: 

:     nfo     i  ••!  ••    '   .  •■  i  i  E 
•  ■  time  ( s  i : 

.  Mai  I  or)  ;i»  a 

BOIgBOIl    in    tbl 

I  heard      1 1     [>ecl  Fully  request  thai  von  wil 
have  heard  01  not,  and  U  you  have  heard,  what  you  have  heard  from  : 
Malta 

in  trill  infoi 
not  yoi  li 

•iih    i  i-l  enclose  th  instant,  with  the 

request  thai  yOU  WOOld  forward  il 

Respectfully   rom  obedient  servant, 

w.  h.  Pan 

■■■y. 
FUk-i 'flhvr  W   W     :      .      .   ( '  S.  Navy. 

The  reply  wis  u  follow 

:■-.);     J 

iii  reply.  I  have  to  in! 
inatruot'-d  by  the  hoi  i-  follows, 

"  Wli 

i  tbi*  hospital  rerto 

ilittf  to  be  treated  a--  ithei  prisoners  of  war." 

Iteapectfully, 

W     111  v. 

■ ' 
Assistant  Surgeon  W.  11.  PmaOK,  U.  B.  Navy. 

The  i    u  ill i  Li  sudor 

Pendergrast,  toward   Macon,  Ga.,  where  we  arrived  next  morni 
On  entering  Gamp  Oglethorp  tfacon,  we  were  searched  bj 

prison  officials  and  relieved  of  our  money  and  jewelry.     A  recei 
given  for  1 1  »<  ■  money,  which  receipl  "I  for  the  amount  ta 

r  eatables  at   the  sutler's,  within  the  stockade,  only  th 
for  United  States  Government  money,  th  ih<- 

(federacy  <li<l  oat  allow  as  as  large  s  premium  at 

ive  as  from  five  to  seven  dollai 
Confederate  notes  for  one  of  United  States  nob  ien  to  twenty- 

two  for  one  of  gold< 

I  had  >  e  precautioi 

exposed  ont\  what  I  thought  sufficient  for  o  bait,  lost  noth 

in  t,  bat  u  Dumber  of  officers  told  me,  after  wo  had  been  Bent 

off  tu  Charleston,  that  thci  had  f  ed  to  secure  the  balance  remaining 
due  to  tin-in  on  leaving  Macon,  although  they  had  applied  for  it  both 
at  Mi  .  repeat  < 

A  number  of  army  officers  who  were  confined  with  me  told  me  that 
they  had  been  rob-to  I  ol  mosf  of  their  clothes  and  all  of  their  mono) 
ana  i  e  reaching  th  prison  quarters. 

Some  or  the   Wat  r  li  -.  (««>,  lost  u  part  of  their  par- 

ti property  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  bill  I  am  nol  aware  thai 
anyt  ken  openly,  and  I  know  the  naval  officers  promised  us 

thai  '!''  property  would  be  respect 

I  was  nlieu]  with  the  first  boat  in  charge  of  a  nam* 

Hittilr.i.   and  had  permission  h  i  ith 

(facts,  which  wen    pacl  pn  tti  largi 

containing  clothing-  etc,  ooks  and  papers,  official  and 
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private,  including  my  commission.  But  finding  that  it  would  inoom* 
mode  the  wounded  to  take  hoih  boxes,  1  booa  the  one  with  dothing 
and  received  the  promise  of  rebel  office  rs  that  the  other  would  be  for- 
warded t •< >  1 1 1 1 • .       I  ti.'\  it  saw  the.  second  box  Of  its  contents  afterwards, 

though  I  applied  to  Flag-Officer  ]  for  it^  giving  him  a  particular 

description  of  the  contents,  by  which  they  mignl  be  easily  identified, 
ami  that  officer  promised,  la  a  very  polite  manne  the  things 

searched  for,  and.  if  possible,  returned  to  me.  One  of  their  officers, 
who  was  in  a  position  to  wards  told  me  that  if  it.  was 

consolation  for,  me  bo  toon  it.  he  could  i   rare  me  that  tl  anno 

ladies  were  aim  private  <  ondenoe.  and 

be  had  very  little  doubt  that  rial  hooks  and  pap  roll  [as] 

-wine  of  my  private  books,  baa  found  their  way  to  toe  a  •  his 

excellency  Ha^'-Ollieer  1 1 u l : r . 

With  regard  bo  our  fare  while  at  Macon,  our  daily  ration  consisted 
of  corn  meal,  unbolted)  about  a  pint;  rice,  a  tablespoonful;  a  tittle 
miserable  (sometimei  >ty>  bacon  (we  called  it  soap  grease);  a 

rutl.'    a  very  little    aalt,  and  a  moderate  supply  "•  l"""" '" 

We  were  h.ld    1 1  v  th.'  '_•■  1 1 : 1 1  •  i .  to  COOSOle  "\  thai    thlfl  ration  was  the 

same  as  they  got  themselves,  and  I  think  it  likely  enough  thai  they 
told  the  truth.  I  know  that  while  ai  Savannah  I  babied  with  the  rebel 
surgeons  in  tin   hospital,  and  thus,  during  all  my  stay  there,  nearly 

six    weeks,    we    had    eotiee    never.    [■  \\    time*,    hutter 

about  as  often,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  surgeons,  be  it  >aid.  that  while 

they  denied  themselves   the    luxury   of   tea  at    $30  to  $40    per  pound, 

they  had  it  d  to  our  wounded,  and  generally  Bed  them  better 

than  they  fed  themselves.    Afterward-,  at  Charleston,  our  rai 
were  somewhat  better,  the  meal  being  bolted,  and  wheat    Hour  and 
Creel]  beef  be  aaslonalry. 

At  Macou.  aa  well  as  at  Charleston,  we  had  the  opportunity  to  buy 
of  sutlers  within  our  quarters* 

At  Macon  the  rebel  medical  authorities  sent  t 
United  States  surgeons,  that  we  would  take  medical  charge  of  our 

■•-,  belling  as  at  th<  same  time  thai  our  compliance  would  rele 
three  of  their  medical  offieera  fordutj  slsewhere.     We  suspected  thai 
they  had  a  plan  Uh-  mingling  a  good  man}  of  their  sick  and  worn 
with  a  few  of  ours  (there  were  bw  fewsick  ai  the  time), and  so  getting 

the  practical  useof  us  for  their  own  06000%  while  yet  holding  0 

Onen  Of  war.  in  \  iolation  of  the  OSBge  of  civilized  States.      We  held  a 

meeting  to  oonsider  the  ease,  and  on  my  motion,  returned  the  foil 

bag  for  our  answer  bo  their  proposition: 

Wr,  the  war 

nt  Clamp  Q  ij.ii    the  <:  in,  Qa.,  in  public  .   led. 

: 

nf  nur  e, 

i  ■  r   liln-rty  is  r.  or    mien 

rer.fllHl  I  take  ,'inv-   inj.il  eli:irjjv  «'f  OUT fell  :iity. 

This  answer  excited  their  wrath  and  they  threatened  to  force  us  to 
[>ly.    W  I  that  they  would  oa 

the  medical  pro!  odoprol  Tiny  gave  apt 

i  and  retained  their  own  surgeons,    Afterwards,  when  t 
se  med  to  I-  real  need  of  our  aid  for  the  benent  of  our  own 

wounded,  who  were  brought  into  Macon.  :i    nili:  ienr  muuber  of 
volunteered  and  rendered  our  aid,  putting  the  service  on  the  dcore  of 
humanity,  as  we  had  provided. 


The  prisoners  at  Maeon  were  removed  in  d 
lea  bo  Saw  d  Charleston.     I  was  Beat  in  a  comp 

which  included  all  the  medical  officers  at  that  time  -  in  If* 

\\Y  traveled  in  box  oats. 

Arrived  at  <  Sharleston,  . .  Qnoamfi 

dose,  in  a  large,  strong  building.  ae  a  dtj  pri 

it  \-  buili  in  regular  prison  style,  with  its  little  eel 
{Treat  Irongratio  I  its  long  and  dn  kingcorri 

place  was  Badly  supplied  with  water.    The  yard  was  small,  and 
aocommodatloos  for  cooking  poor  and  scant; 

Th»-  surgical  authorities  at  Charleston  expressed  tli  sui 

prised  I !  boold  hai  e  been  sent  there   i 

promised   bo  exert  tbemselvi  r  behalf.     They  appear  t<>  ! 

sept  tlteir  promi  me  purpose,  for  wo  m  trensferre 

pleasant  qoarters    the  house  previously  occupied  b 
and  staff  -and  after  b  brie!  residence  there,  we,  i-  e.,  the  surge 
with  a  few  chaplains,  we  who  had  been  held  and  "treat*  ther 

prisoners  of  war."  now  find  ourselves  under  the  old  flag  again,  and 
that,  as  we  understand  it,  without  condition  of  any  kind.     Wc  i 
by  Qag  of  trace  boat  on  Satur  laj   the  3d  instant. 

If  not  nut  of  place,  I  will  :kI«I  :i  few  i  ions  conoernii 

nd  tin-  n  of  the  rebels  as  theyapp 

from  mii  inside  \  ien . 

As  regards  the  defenses  of  Savannah:  We  approached  the  city  by 
a  well-traveled  road  From  Bula  [Beaulieu].  The  only  defenses  we  nut 
after  leaving  Bula  [Beaulieu]  wa«  a  line  of  embankment  aboi 
in  height,  fronted  by  a  ditch.  The  road  pierced  tin.-  embankment 
distance  of  :t I »■  -u i  a  mile  ora  mile  and  a  half  from  the  city,  bs  nearly 
as  I  could  judge.  I  did  not  observe  any  cannon  mounted  here,  but 
others  Bay  mat  they  did.  In  going  out  of  tin-  eitj  bvthe  Central  Bail* 
road  tort  on  no  defenses  were  visibli  trd  [thatjabouttl 

or  four  naval  vessels  belong  to  that  station,  but  saw  none  of  tb 
heard  also  of  there  being  numerous  to  in  the  river,  'ait  I  think 

that  the  torpedo  story  was  exaggerated  with  th  station  of  deinm 

sitting  us  by  magnifying  our  idea  of  these  invisible  terrors. 

A(  Macon  I  saw  nodefi  q  \i   lugusts  there  was  a  pretty  good 

earthwork  in  an  nn6nished  stair  and  in  a  situation  to  command  the 
railroad,  and.  1  should  think,  most  if  not  all  of  the  town.  I  was 
informed  also  by  one  of  tin'  guard  thai  there  waa  ;i  cannon  foundry 
there.    Tin- 1  Railroad,  from  Savanna!)  t<>  Macon,  is  an  excellent 

I.  and  wa  dition.  except  that  tin-  bridge  o\  er  the  I  tec 

River,  burned  by  General  Stoneman,  had  nol  i   repaired  so  far 

as  t<>  allow  the  passage  OJ  Cftl  thne  that  we  left    Macon. 

The  railroad  1  Charleston  is  not  other, 

being  son  worn  out.    On  both  roads  wc  sawagood  deal  of  roll 

iog  stock  in  a  dil  d  conditio  ol  1 I1" 

ana  some  thi  time     On  both  roads  v<  families  living  in 

worn-out  i  he  waj  side 

Almost  tin-  oi.lv  ( roji  we  >aw  growing  was  corn.    There  were  large 
tracts  of  this  visible,  hut  it  looked  as  miserable  sis  the 
raise  it. 

1  enquired  of  one  of  these  "cracker'1  soldiers,  whi  »me  guard 

duty  over  us,  what  wai  reckoned  a  fair  average  crop.  He  replied,  i<i 
bushels  of  shelled  corn  to  the  acre.     I  saw  hut  one  field  of  cotton, 
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Very  few  cattle  were  visible,  but  iiliout  (own  tho  goats  are  almost  as 
numerous  us  the  people,  and  they  find  plenty  of  grass  to  feed  on  in  the 
sttv<  liarlesb  >r i  mul  Savannah. 

I  have  Bodes*  ored  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  the  people  with  regard 
to  the  war  and  its  probable,  reenhs.  and  have  done  wlmt  J  could,  with 
out  lyin;  courage  th.'in.     At  Savannah  I  had  the  opportunity  of 

convei  -in--  iic.v.  i  number  of  their  offi  md  EHott, 

lino  and  staff,  likewise  with  Dnderliosa,  ioclndiag  the  trunrd,  who 
frequently  relieve!  each  other  at  the  hospital,  and  with  a  very  few 
citizens, 

I  .  mi!.-  to  the  conclusion  that  the  aristocracy  of  the  Smth.  with  very 

few  exceptions,  sxe  filled  with  animosity  toward  as;  thai  they 

thoroughly  determined  to  secure  their  independence,  it'  by  an\  means 
possible;    and    that     they  would    not    at    present    consent  to,  or    even 

seriously  consider,  any  terms  <>i'  union  with  us  whatever.    Thej  say. 
"With  as,  there  is  but  one  alteruative^ndependenco or extermina- 
i . "    With  the  rest  of  the  white  population  there  is  Car  K--  aid 
mosity.  though  there  is  ■  considerable  feeling  of  supposed  injury  at 
oar  hands,  besides  n  I  idea-  'h  -d  Yankee*"  fparoon  the 

expression),  instilled  into  them  from  their  birth  by  the  higher  elses. 
Hut  there  is  a  general  deep-felt  weariness  of  war.  a  strong  desire  for 
peace,  and  i  r  expectation  that  somehow  tin;  war  will  soon  be 

ended. 

The  aristocracy  try  to  persuade  themselves,  as  well  as  the  people. 
that  it  will  end  by  our  withdrawing  wearied  from  contest,  or  distracted 

by  quenels  auxmg  ourselves,  but  there  ares  nan.v  people  who 

would  t>e  vrlatl  t<>  have  it  end  in  any  way  that  would  not  ruin  them 
individually.    Then  then  good  many  people  engaged  in  ' 

and  in  mechanic  art*,  and  a  ;_rood  many  laborers, especially  in  tln-citii'S 
and  among  the  foreign  population,  and  those  or  foreign  extraction 
who  would  prefer  the  restoration  of  the  Union  to  any  other  .solution 
of  tbe  difficulty.  Hut  on  the  whole,  I  think  the  mass  of  tbe  whites 
will  still  willingly  follow  their  aristocracy  to  the  war.  an  aristocracy 
which  they  Beam  to  follow  as  blindly,  and  reverence  as  religiously,  as 
did  the  serfs  their  petty  tords  in  middle  ages. 

The  colored  re  nearly  all  In  sympathy  with  as.    They  are, 

by  all  odds,  the  happiest-looking  folks  in  the  Confederacy.  They 
sing,  while  the  whites  curse  and  pray.  Nearly  the  whole  white  popu- 
lation appears  to  be  armed  and  drilled  and  eur<>1|. -d  in  the  military 
service  Their  forces  comprise  alike  Little  boys,  their  fathers  and 
grandfathers  and  fathers. 

The  few  who  are  not  under  arms  are  *till  organised  and  enrolled  In 
some  department  of  tbe  ( iovernment  -crvk-e.     There  is  evident! 

freed  lack  of  fighting  mat. -rial.    All  they  have  I  e  now  using. 

Vfaen  this  IS  exhausted,  they  have  nothing  left  to  fail  '■ 
I  think  it  will   be  impossible  for  them  to  keep  an  arm;,   in  the  field 
more  than  two  year-  longer,  if  the  WW  g06S  OS  SS  it  ha-  done. 

lean   not    close    this   -omewhat    loo-e  and    informal    report  without 

expressing  the  hops  thai  my  comrades  of  the  Water  Wuch^ui  least 

that    portion  of   them  who  have  done  their  duty   in   the,  trial    time  of 

battle,  mi:.'  tie  speedily  resc I  from  the  worse  trials  of  the  crowded 

and  unhealthy   prisons  m  which  they  languish,  and  where  I  fear  many 
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of  them  will  die  who  would  gladly  do  their  counrrj    good  service 
again  under  tl  'lag. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  1 
Acting  AttisAafU  S  .  8.    ^ 

Rear-Admiral  J,  A    Dahloken,  i     s.  N 

riding  Sout/t  '  .  ■•/>. 


Extract  from  proceeding*  of  a  court  of  enquiry  convened  at  Washington,  D.  C,  KoTomber 
S,  1864,  for  enquiring  into  the  circoattaneea  attending  the  capture  Juno  3,  1664.  of 
the  U.  8.  8.  Water  Witch. 

It  i>  the  opinion  uf  the  oonrt  tlini  the  testimony  deti  the  loss 

of  the   Water  W  ■!</,.  by  capture,  to  have  ari  v  in 

the  measures  taken  to  detect  tho  cnemj  ii  i  a  way  1 

him  BueoesBfuUy.     In  every  other  regard,  however,  it  shows  thai 
precaution  observed  was  both  abundant  and  commendable.     Inde 
the  history  of  the  ease  throughout  points  to  thea    oon  :lusiona. 

Tin  vessel  herself  was  comparatively  small,  or  of  a  size  likely  to 
Invite  an  attack  b)  boats,  and  a  daring  and  bold  enemy  was  at  band 
to  make  the  experiment.    She  was  at  anchor,  st  night,  with  the  weat 
perj  dark  and  rainy,  and  therefore,  in  these  particulars,  ii  ition 

to  invite,  aa  H  were,  the  undertaking.     Hen  m. 

"was  always  in  expectation  of  an  attack," and  to  receive  it  he  had 
id  judiciout  arrangements  to  be  made  in  the  pre]  the 

i  able,  steam,  boarding  nettings,  batterj  ,  and  small  anus,     in  ndditfc >n 
bo  himself .  the  medical  officer,  paymaster,  an<  ngineero 

there  were  on  board  an  acting  niasti  :ntivo  officer,  two  acti 

ensigns,  ;>  pilot,  and  two  acting  i  mates,  who,  it  would  seem, 

were  fit  fordutj  on  the  score  of  health.     Nevertheless,  or  in  th 
of  things,  the  v&n  safety  of  the  i  e  seL,  a    the  seqw  I  pr<  >t as,  was  vir- 
tually entrusted  to  the  wariness  of  one  officer    an 
mate>   whose  rank  alone  was  enough  to  fix  his  unfitness  as  an  offii 
for  ii  trust  of  Buck  moment. 

Again  ourt  that  ii'  it  was  indispensable,  or  absolutely 

necessary  tor  safety,  to  keep  the  Wa&ci   Witch  at  anchor,  thealtei 

picket  boat  or  tiro  would  have  been  a  proper  expedient;  and 
if  the  was  not  bo  situated,  that  it  would  has*'  been  propel 
underway.     lOither  course,   the  court  conceives,  should 
chosen  in  i  to  thai  of  simply  remaining  passively  at  anchor 

with  but  one  offi  rd  with  reference  to 

he  ol  the  l<  rarest  order  of  experience  aa  ra< 

As  to  the  question  of  feasibility,  which  here  naturally  Buggesta 
itself,  it  may  be  disposed  of  reasonably  by  recurring  to  the  fact  that 
the  enemy  aad  boats  out.  and  that  the  vessel   on   their  appearand 
was  ordered  t<>  begot  ant  in  t  ruth,  it  is  quite  obvious  thai 

doubt  this  feasibility  is,  In  street,  to  urge  the  necessity  of  greater 
vigilance  on  the  occasion.     No  guard  boa!  -  >rteci  to,  and  the 

aed  by  the  commander  of  the  vessel  ror  omitting  the  t 
of  one  is  that  th.'  strength  of  the  crew  of  the  Wato  .  in  bus 

judgment,  was  not  sufficienl  for  the  purpose  and  at  the  same  time  to 
retain  men  enough  on  board  to  defend  toe  vessel.  In  this  thecourl 
diflera  with  him;  nor  dot  -  H  feDow  that  the  men  to  man  the  be 
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moat  necessarily  bare  remained  away  from  the  vessel  at  time  of  an 
attack.  The  court  is  well  convinced  thai  103  expedient  calculated  to 
afford  a  more  timely  ii"tice.  or  an  earlier  Mtmeoieulyfl  fen  minutes, 
would  hfl  ■■■■!•  W'trh.  and  that  fin  ordinary  boal  oi  tin*  ves- 

sel, provided  with  u  ordinary  night  signal^  maimed  with  b  ooupleor 
two  and  - 1 » 1  officer,  thrown  out  as  n  pi<  ket,  mighl  and  pi 

would  have  secured  this  end,  particularly  as  the  only  probable  direc- 
tion "i  thi-  enemy's  approach  was  easy  of  determination;  and  had  it 
been  aeoured  all  oisoraeT  oould  have  been  avoided:,  :ill  the  man  and  all 
the  weapons  could  have  been  mad  advantageously,  and  thus,  beyond 
all  reasonable  doobt,  anything  but  misfortune  would  have  ensued. 
The  proximity  of  an  anaon  cvi-r  fixes  the  necessity  of  Intense  vigi- 
lance, for  ii  i-  constantly  his  policy  to  brine  aboui  surprise,  and  it  is 
a  memorable  of  war  to  leave  nothing  to  chance  tliat  can  be 

avoided. 
Hence  the  conclusion  of  the  court  m  to  a  daficiencj  of  measures; 

0T,  in  other  svords.  that  every  practicable  cure  whicli  attending  ciiv 

stances  demanded  was  not  taken. 
With  regard  to  the  behavior  of  the  orea  on  the  occasion  ni 

ration.  It  doCi  appear  that  three  or  four  of  the  men  who  were  on 

deck  acted  disgracenuly,  but  that  the  rest  who  irera  there  evinced  a 
mast  praiseworthy  purpose  to  instain  their  officers  and  defend  the 
vessel  to  the  lust  extremity.    Unfortunately,  the  names  of  the  dalin 

quenta Id  aol  be  ascertained. 

\-  to  the  watch  below,  tie  court  holds  the  opinion  that,  in  met 
there  was  hardly  time  for  the  men  to  gel  on  deck  before  the  vessel 
wax  boarded,  and  that,  hearing  the  firing oa  deck]  and  being  without 
arms  or  the  means  of  procuring  any  on  the  spot,  tfaey  may  have 
hesitated  somewhat  to  go  to  their  quarters,  yet  it  Is  quite  as  probable 
that  they  weiv  deterred  by  the  enemy  having  possession  of  the 
hatches.  There  is  no  evidence  of  real  disaffection  on  their  part.  On 
tii--  contrary,  the  teetdmoi  -  that  contentment  prevailed  ami 

them. 

The  conduct  of  the  principal  engineer  officer,  Acting  First  Assistant 
Enffineei   Samuel  Oenther,  b  rfaool  the  time  of  thecapl 

and  subsequently,  needs,  to  Bay  the  least  of  it.  full  explanation,  in 
the  absence  of  torn,  and  us  bit  1 1  1  id  10I  is  made  to  appe 
the  court  is  compelled  to  n  gard  it  us  very  exceptionable,  and.  indi 
as  epiite  unworthy  his  position.  He  did  not  appear  k>fon  the 
court,  although  every  effort  was  made-  to  seen  re  hiii  1  .1  wilness, 
Among  other  things  entered  on  the  record  to  his  discredit,  hi-  idea 
that  an  officer,  because  a  prisoner,  is  therefore  absolved  from  the  obli- 
gations he  inclined,  strike-  the  court  us  a  novel  conception  and  BS>t00 

Lous  to  the  welfare  of  discipline  bo  be  allowed  to  escape  the  rebuke 
ir  merits,  especially  as  he  gave  this  :i~u  n  ason  for  declining  to  < 
an  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergrasl  to  Furnish  b  report  of 
n>  hat  took  place  under  bis  observation  al  the  tune  of  the  capture.  To 
theviea  01  the  court  the  obligations  of  an  officer  of  the  Nav^  attach 
to  him  so  long  as  he  rightfully  holds  bisai  mt,  and  mis  irra 

tiveofbii  irhereabouta  or  situation.  No  office)  hold  appoint- 
m>  nt  at  his  own  personal  particular  pleasure.  If  he  did.  then  it  is 
clear  that  ho  might  relinquish  it  on  the  eve  of  battle  or  in  the  midst 
of  it.  But  the  law  itself,  to  say  nothing  of  immemorial  usage,  is 
emphatic  upon  this  point. 


Tho  conduct  <»f  Anting  Third  Assistant  Kngineer  I  nover 

during  bbe  contest  which  resulted  in  the  capture  is  t<»  be  dedoeed 

from  his  own  testimony,  which  carries  with  it  it.s  own  comment,  to 
wit:  '•  I  went  up  to  the  hurricane  deck  and  to  the  bell,  which  was  mv 
station  al  quarters.  I  stayed  there  a  minute  or  two,  then  I  found  ti. 
was  no  one  there  to  give  me  any  orders,  and  thej  was  a-firing  at  me, 
for  the  balls  was  arcoming  all  around  me.  I  then  looked  vrhico  wbj  I 
should  eo  down  again.     I  weni  through  the  hurricane  lightto 

the  engine  room,  then  down  the  back  stairs  to  the  6 
proper  to  gtate  thai  be  gave  bk  statement  with  tho  utmost  simplicity 
of  manner,  and   seemingly   without  being  in  the  slightest  asg 
con.sri.M: b  -'i  the  crime  it  disclosed. 

It  appear!  i<>  the  court  that  the  officer  of  thi 
Mate  10.  I).  W.  i  ion  in  view,  or  rather  at  it-  com- 

menoement,  exhibited  i  poor  ability  for  the  position.  He  did  not. 
it  would  seem  even  attempt  t"  execute  or  have  executed  at  the  time 
any  of  tho  orders  given  to  bim  bj  bis  commanding  officer.    Ti 

tounded,  however, either  by  bim  orathu 
mistake,  or  contrary  to  stand  rs,  and  he  was  the  first,  perhfl 

to  fire  ;i  pistol  at  the  enemy,    He  made  do  other  effort  that  th«»  court 

Could  ;<-i  ertain.  nor  did  In1  appear  before  the  court,  although,  as  with 
the  first  assistant  engineer,  efforts  were  made  to  cause  bim  to 

In  conclusion,  the  court  feels  itself  called  upon  to  declare  it-  opinion 
that  the  officers  mentioned  bodily  an  having  sprung  promptly  to  the 
quarterdeck, together  with  the  men  who  wire  there,  all  headed  by 
their  commander,  sustained  themselves  manfull-  uraffeously. 

Theii  wound-  at  onofl  attest  their  efforts,  and  also  the  laudable  Cad 
that  they  were  only  defeated  when  they  could  do  longer  wield  a  weapon. 
With  the  exception  of  I  hose  I,  there  is  no  e<  •  ant 

of  [good]  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  others  on  hoard. 

L.  M.  Gold6boboug 
Raar-Adrri 
Attest 

T.  H.  Kvsrvxs, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  I  .  S.  Navy,  and  Judge-Adw 


Finding  of  a  court-martini  in  the  caw  of  Lieu  tenant-Commander  Pender  graat.  V.  8,  Navy. 

Navv  Depaktmi 
Wa  .  D.  i '..  Jan  68. 

\\  :i  naval  genera]  court-martial,  in  Bession  at  the  navy  yard.  Phila- 
delphia, December  15,  1864,  Lieutenant-Commander  Austin  Pender- 
grast  was  broughl  to  trial,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, upon 
the  charge  "f  "culpable  inefficiency  in  the  discharge  of  duty,"  the 
specification  setting  forth  "that,  on  or  about  the  8c  of  June,  IS 
tin-  said  Li'-utenant-C-ominan'l'-r  Austin  Pendergrast,  being  then  in 
mand  of  the  I '.  S.  8.  Water  Witch,  Iving  at  anchor  in  Ossabaw 
Bound,  on  the  coast  of  Greorgia,and  peculiar!}  exposed  t"  attack  by 
the  enemy,  did  not  take  prop  ecure  his  vessel  against 

Burprise  and  attack  by  oight.  aeitbei  by  stationing  picket  boats  nor 
by  leaving  I  b  bands  of  a  vigilant  undcom- 

petent  officer."  to  which  charge  the  accused  pleaded  "Not  guilty. 


I    win- 
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So  murh  of  the  speeifiVation  as   reform  to  the   leaving  of  the  dock  in 

charge  of  an  officer  who  mu  not  competent  not  vigilant  ia  ronsidered 

by  tin- '."nit  "hoi  proven:"  nil  the  remainder  is  found  to  have  been 

■■  proven,'1  and  tin  licensed  is  found  "ol  the  guilty**1  and  sen- 

ced  ""to  be  suspended  from  dutj  \'ov  twoyeara  From  the  date  of  this 

sentence  (January  16.  lH>f>),  on  half  pay.  with  loss  of  rank  daring  (he 
period  ol  bis  -^t i>s| »•  -i i.-sh  hi."' 
Sentence  approved. 

Gibbon  n 'ku.es, 

_  .,.,„,,,,.,,,. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pelot,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  for  the  capture  of  the  U.  8.  B.  Water  Witch. 

Savannaii,  May  //.  t86i. 

You  eby  assigned  to  tin-  ooouoaBd  ol  an  expedition  designed 

to  surprise  and  capture  a  Tea  we  enenrj   aowai  anchoi  -h  '!"■ 

iih  .>f  Little  Offeeehee  Rtver.aiid  tat  that  purpose  die  oonmiaiiding 

eersol  the  Confederate  steamei  and  &&mpwn 

are  hereby  directed  to  furnish  you  with  adetail  olomo^rsand  men  and 

boata  appropriated v  armed 

mnaa,  2  boats,  40  mm:  Georgia^  S  boats,  60  men;  Samp 
26  men. 
Officer*.    Lieutenant  Price  U  i:  Assistant  Surgeons  Thomas 

(Qeorffia),  Jones  (Sampatm)\  Master'a  Mate  Bolder  (aid  to  Hag  offio  1 |, 
Midshipmen  Trimble,  Minor  [Saw  iak)\  Master'a  Mates  Barclay, 
Roslei  [Sampson),  Freeman  iOeorgia)',  Boatswain  Seymour  (6? 
ad  Assistant  Engineers  Qaldwefl  {Rmo&uhh.  Fabian  [firqfy). 
This  expedition  musl  be  i  aaiooeaaful  one.  rh«-  officers,  men,  hout.s, 
and  arms  arc  not  to  be  imreaaonably  basarded  in  an  effort  to  bring  on 
the  vessel,  To  your  firmness,  judgment,  and  disoretioi]  I  entrust  this 
service. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  \Y.  Hlntkk, 
Fhuj-OfircT,  Oomnumdimg  A  <!■>"(. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  P.  Pelot.  ('.  S.  Navy. 


Latter  from   Captain  Maxwell.  C.   8.   Army,  to  Flag -Officer  Hunter.  C.  8.  Navy,  giving 
information  of  the  change  of  position  of  the  U  8.  blockading  vessel  in  Ossnbaw  Sound. 

Isle  of  Sofs,  (  Georgia],  MaySJ.  ISA 
The  blockader  in  Oasabaw  Sound  shifted  her  position  to  St  I 
riin*s  Sound  this  afternoon  at  8  p.  m.    Tbia  information  may  appear 
gratuttous,  but  i-<  aeni  because  Lieutenant  Pelot  may  not  '><■  ame  to 
communicate  with  you. 
Very  respectfully. 

J.  A.  Maxwki  i.. 

BUI,  He. 
I  ommodore  IIuntki:,  (  .  S.  Navy. 


SOUTH    All. antic    iii.<N'KAlilNQ   8QDADBOW, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Pelot,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  readiness  of  the  force  under  hie 
command  for  tho  proposed  expedition. 

ii'  HcNTEU, 

/;.  audi  u  Bath  ry,  Jfau  I.  t 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to   report    thai   the  detachment  under 
command  arrived  here  in  boats  through  Bkiddawai  Karro  this 

ning.     I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  bird  had  flown.    Our  prise 
in  (<•  .<■  was  sees  to  pose  t<>  the  southward  to  St  Gather! 

Sound  wis  afternoon.  I  will  §end  out  scouts  to  the  Islands  to-morrow, 
and  i  have  every  reason  1<>  .suppose  that  I  will  lind  somi  game  for 
to  morrow  night  We  have  provisions  to  last  two  ot  three  days,  and 
if  you  will  ha  kepi  secret,  I  am  pretty  rare  that 

■  ill  have-  an  opportunity  in  that  lime.     'II"'  DM  D  arc  all  cheerful 
<>ii-  for  i  brush,  and  it  would  be  vary  d  ith- 

diiiw  them  until  we  are  certain  that  the  enemy  intend  keeping  out  of 
the  9 

Our  organization  I --  excellent,  and  I  am  confident  of  victory.    1  will 
telegraph  to  tin   /•'••.-  //.,.•  to  return  to  morrow,  m  i>eof  >.  i 

Ice  i"  n-  now.     In  conclusion,  I  be§  leave  bo  reiterate  i  ful 

appreciation  ot  the  confidence  you  bave  reposed  in  me,  and  reap 
fully  request  that  you  will  permit  me  to  remain  here  three  da.] 
seek  tin  opportunity  so  much  desired. 
1  am.  respectfully,  etc, 

Tuns.    P.    I'l  i,.i. 

First  Li,  at,  „•!/,!.  ( .  8.  Ncnry, 
Flag-OfBcer  W.  w.  Buktbb. 


[Telegram.] 

Beaultetj,  •/ '<••  L  lS6b. 
onnoitered  the  enemy.      Am  determined  to  lioard  him  to-ui 

Thos.  P.  Pelot, 

L'n-ut.  nanty  Cm  '  w. 

Blag-Officer  Hunteu. 


[Telegram.] 

Beauliei  .  Juru  2.  1S6J^. 
I  have  just  returned  from  below.     Have  been  out  all  night  in  search 
of  the  enemy,  bul  as  be  changed  his  position  after  dark  mj  effo 

ri  ittesa     Boal  ten  all  safe.     Please  send  me  rations  for 

(SO  men  for  twenty-four  hours  per  wagon  to  this  point    Have  left 

bcouts  below  u>  watch  the  i  nenij   m<  re  ctosi  lj      I  will  make  b  to  i 

la.    Good  [sic]  return  to-morrow  to  S  h      [cannot 

fall  in  with  the  enemy. 

Tikis.  P.  PELOT, 

Flag-Onlcet  II*  ntjeb. 
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[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  June  2,  1864- 
I  send  you  one  day's  rations  for  130  men.     Return  with  your  com- 
mand to-morrow.     Be  careful  that  no  arms  or  ammunition  are  lost. 

Wm.  W.  Hunteb, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant  T.  P.  Pelot,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Beaulieu  Battery. 


[Telegram.] 

,  Beaulieu,  June  #,  1864- 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 
Your  message  has  been  received. 

Pelot, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Boat  Expedition. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter. 


[Telegram.] 


Isle  of  Hope,  Georgia,  Jims  3,  186 % 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
My  boat  expedition  is  here.     Please  send  the  Firefly  for  us.     Have 
coffin  made  for  a  dead  man;  will  give  particulars  bye  and  bye. 

L.  Seymour, 

Boatswain. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter. 


[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  June  3,  186% — 10  a.  m. 
The  Firefly  will  be  dispatched  to  the  Isle  of  Hope  immediately. 
Explain  why  you  telegraph  as  "My  boat  expedition." 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 
L.  Seymour,  C.  S.  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Isle  of  Hope,  June  3,  1864. 
I  mean  by  "my  boat  expedition,"  the  boat  of  which  I  was  in  com- 
mand. 

L.  Seymour. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter. 


Report  of  Captain  Hanleiter,  C.  8.  Army. 

Beaulieu,  June  3,  1864.. 
Lieutenant  Pelot's  boat  expedition  left  this  post  at  0:30  last  night. 
Doctor  Jones  and  Master's  Mate  Rosier,  with  14  men,  returned  soon 
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after  daylight*    Ting  report  that  a  gunboat,  lying  in  Oaaabait 

Ma-  inlet  Of  that  nanir.  \%  ;i  -  I  ioai  ded  by  1 1 1  •  -  i- x  j  m-<1  i  t  i«  «n  at  9  0*ch 

Seven  of  the  mate's  boat  were  wounded  almost  instantly  and  the  boat 

f     shoved  off  and  could  do!  return  to  the  vessel,  but  made  tl 
ere.    Tln-ii  wounds  have  been  dressed  and  all  appear  quite  comfo] 
ble  now.     The  gunboat  earns  In  (£reen  [aland  Sound  [Vernon  Biverl 

soon  after  sunrise  and  is  now  Ivii  t  would 

be  well  to  ooranxunieate  with  her  by  Bag  of  truce.  Hut  I  d«>  not  know 
how  such  pr  ■  'i 1 1- 1    In-  conducted.      Neither  the  doctor  nor 

the  mate  sjnv  enough  after  leaving  tin-  vessel's  Bide  |t4i]  mentors  it- 
results.  They  are  quite  sure,  however,  thnt  they  spoke  one  other  boat's 
er.-u  afterwards  ana  think  a  third  boat  escaped  also,  bul  nothing  has 
been  seen  of  either-  <irn-e.  The  wounded  will  be  sent  in  bv  m\  am> 
bulance  as aoon  as  thej  are  able  to  be  removed  Please  notify  Flag- 
Offiecr  Hunter  as  ahove. 

Wry  respectfully, 

C.   II.  Mam  in  I 
I  - 
Lieutenant  J.  Huntkk, 

Act  hid  '  Adjutu,  /•«/, 


•nun. | 


Beaultjbtj  Battery.  •/'//"  •-',  /• 
We  boarded  and  captured  last  bight  the  LI.  s.  s.   Water  WUok.     I 
regret  to  say   that    Lieutenant   Pilot.   Moses,   pilot,  and 
killed  and  some  LO oi  12  wounded.     .Mr.  Price  requests  you  will  • 
another  lieutenant,  I  aptais  Kennard  or  Captain  GwauuneVi  and  a 
guard  to  takf  charge  of  prisoners. 

Bes] tfuii 

II      I.  ■H.IiKK, 

Master's  Mate,  ( '•  8,    1 
Flag-Officer  \Y.  \Y.  Hintku.  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Trl«xniui.| 


Savannah.    ' 


I  expect  you.  as  commanding  officer,  to  telegraph  me  touching  tin- 
result  of  your  expedition.     The  name  of  prize,  the   Dumber  Of  guns, 

Dumber  and  rank  of  prisoners,  rial  of  killed  and  wounded  on  either 
side. 

Respectfully  . 

Wm.  W.  11  inter. 
Flag  c. 

Lieutenant  J06BPB  PlUOB,  C.  8.  Navy. 

ft, 


[Trlrymtn  | 

[Beautjed,  June 3,  186^.] 
We  have  captured  the  1  1   WUeK  carrying  four  guns, 

two  l'J-poundcr  Dahlgren  howitzers.  broadside  guns,  pounder 
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rifled  RU  forward,  and  ono  12-pounder  rifled  brass  gun  aft.  We  lost 
in  killed,  besides  Lieutenanl  relot,  6  men,  via,  Moses  Dalls     i 

William  Crosby,  lininiin:  hit  Loft  u>.  iHmrter  ^umicr,  of  C  S.  S. 
S,/r-/>nf//t.    and   dame-    M.    Stapleloii.    ordinary  I    \\  .    K. 

Jones,  coxswain,  of  C.  8.  8.  Georgia.  Midshipman  Minor  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  leg.  Six  of  the  men  were  abowonnded,  one  seriously. 
Two  boats,  on'-  in  charge  of  Blaster's  Mate  Rosier,  ami  one  in  charge 
of  Boatswain  Sej  moor,  got  adrift  after  j_",uim_r  alongside,  ami  did  not 

»•■'•!  1  in  reaching  the  deck,  but  reported  on  board  bo-day,  having  1 
killed  an>l  7  wounded,  among  them  Boatswain  Seymour,  slightly,  in 
ami.  The  <  n-w  of  the  enemy's  pease]  numbered  about  men,  <>f 
whom  i  *  killed  uini  li  wounded.    The  wounded  were  mostly 

.  \  i/..  Lii.'uti'iirtnt  Commander  Austin  Pendergrast,  Acting  Mas- 
ter PC.  W.]  Buck,  executive  officer;  Ensigns  Hill  an< 
ant  Paymaster  BuKnsa,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Weston,  and  Pilot 
Murphy.  Tin'  vessel  is  now  lying  ofl  BeauHen  battery, and  safe  Prom 
the  enemy.  He  prisoners  and  wounded  have  all  been  landed.  The 
«d  nremen  of  the  captured  vessel  ren  laueo 

in  Brining  the  pease]  up  last  night. 
Respectfully, 

Lieutenant,  C!  Si  ffovy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hintkk.  C.  S.  Navy. 

Smsuumh.  Go. 


[Tck-Knim.) 

Savannah.  Jwu  8,   ' 
1  have  Jim  honor  to  report  thai  an  expedition  trom  my  oommand] 
under  Lieutenant  T.  P.  lVlot.C.  S.  Navy,lael  night  carried,  by  board* 

the  I'.  S.  S.  Water  Witch,  near  Ossabaw  Sound,  after  a  hard  li 
( >ur  loss  is.  killed,  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Pelot,  Moses  Dallas  (colored), 
pil"i-  and  B  men.    From  1"  to  12  wounded. 
I  will  telegraph  you  more  in  detail  at  the  earliest  moment. 
I  am.  vci  v  respectful!  v. 

W.M.   W.    IIUNIT.U. 

FI'KJ      ( 

Hon.  8.  R.  MaLLOl 

So  of  the  3"'. 


[TelcfiBux] 

<  .  S.  Pki/k  Sikamkk  Watkk  Witch, 

We  require  a  pUol  to  get  this  vessel  op  Vernon  liiver  above  the 
battery  on  tin-  next  flood  tide.    We  are  now  aground. 
By  reoui 

[Jos.]  Pmc  Navy, 

Lieut?  '"'j  pro  tern. 

Plag-Offloer  \\ .  \\ .  Hintkk.  G  S.  Navy. 
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Bkm  i  ii  i    Battkky,  June 3,  t8ti 
Will  require  immediate  ambu]  an  >■-  for  about  B5  killed  and  wounded; 
-(.me  wounded  verv  badly 

W 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Wavy. 


[Trtiewii] 

Savannah.  Jutu  3,  ISG^—i 
Lieutenant  \V.  W.  Games,  ('.  S.  Navy,  with  Lieutenant  B.  Y 
1 1  ii  ■.  (  .  s.  Marine  Corps,  with  a  marine  guard,  will  boal  Beaulleu  to 
charge  of  priBoners.     Beturn  hereyouraelf  and  report  tome.      I 

>li  -p;ii  ched  to  the  [ale  of  I  rope  to  bring  up  the  boats,  office]  -. 
and  men  of  the  expedition.     Let   these  be  sent  up  by  the  FVrqfo, 
Have  the  wounded  well  eared  for. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
JTO  Una  Afloat, 

II.  Goluku,  C.  8.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Carnoa.  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
the  removal  of  the  steamer  Water  Witch  to  a  place' of  aafety. 

Savannah.  Jwu  ■>,  186±. 
This  will  introduce  Mr.  W.  0.  Dawson,  who  bas  i«it riot i<ally  offered 
his  Bervioee  to  aid  you  in  moving  the  prize  Water  WUch  to  the  highest 
and  safest  point  possible  from  the  waters  where  she  now  is,  saj  to 
White  Bluff.     His  services  maj  be  irerj  valuable  to  you  on  theaei 

alluded  to. us  it  ban  object  of  the  first  importance  to  keep  tl steamer 

intact,  <  omplete  foi  service,  and  keep  hei  equipment  entire  and  safe 
for  future  use. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

WM.    W,    Hi   NTKK. 

Flag-  <>j!>'  ■ ' .  i  'ommaiuteng  Afloat, 

Lieutenant  W.  W.  c.\knks,c.  s.  Navy, 

.  /<  tachm*  '■■'  ,()■••■■/•  Savanna*  *on  at  Jfoaulisu. 


Report  of  Captain  Hanleiter,  C  8.  Army. 

Beautjeu  Battery.  Jim*,  4  186}. 
Captain:  Soon  after  mv  courier  left  yesterday  morning,  a  gunboat 
was  discerned  in  (Ksahuw  Sound  heading  upstream.     Rei  Hell 

e  rounded  to  and  passed  into  Green  [aland  Sound,  wl 
i'i-  I  then  thought  anchored,  but  afterwards  ascertained) ground 

nil  boat  nl  from  her,  wbieli  I 

Bupposed  to  be  the  enemy  In  quest  of  such  of  our  missing  men  as 
escaped  from  the  boarding  expedition  of  the  night  previous.  About 
9  o'clock  three  bargee  left  the  gunboat  and  headed  toward  the  hattcry, 
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the  foremost  displaying  at  her  bow  a  flag  of  truce.     J  immediately 
dispatched  Lieutenant  A.  Shaw.  of  my  command,  with  a  truce 
them,  which  he  did  aboal  I   mile  below  Rotten  Possum  Island  |< 
coon  Key],  in  the  sound.    kftera  brief  Interval)  my  own  rod  the  three 
other  boats  headed  for  the  battery,  on  nearing  which,  to  our  inex- 
pressible  j"> .  tl»*'  Confederate  Mate-   flag  ■  ■> rved   displayed 
(though  at  half-mast)  from  the  hindmosl  barge.    On  their  n 
the  battery  it  was  ascertained  that  the  boat  expedition,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Thonu    Pi  Pelot,  of  the  Confederate  States  Navy,  had  suooeeded 

on  the  niffhl  Qfl   in  bOBJ   lift     I  od   capturing,  in  Ossabaw  Sound, 

near  the  Inlet  Of  tint    name,  the  I".  S.  S.    II'.;    ,     II       ',  o     four  •runs, 

and  bad  brought  her  to  the  point  wh  i     acted,     idee] 

regret  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Pelot,  who  is  spoken  of  by  si]  who  wen: 

gallant  an  d  accomplished  officer,  was  shot 
art  and  instantly  hilled.     W.  ft,  Jones  and  James  M. 
Stapleton.  Beamen,  Willi  Isman,  Patrick  Loffus,  at 

and  Moses,  colored  pilot,  wore  also  killed  and  18  members 
of  the  exjn  ditiuii  wounded.    Two  or  three  of  the  captured  steamer's 
,  were  killed,  and  several  of  her  officers  wounded.    The  killed. 
wounded,  and  prisoners  anew  taken  ashore,  and  all.  with  theexcep- 
i  i  |  ■..  •  oiour  own  wounded  (who  id),  and 

the  captured  crew,  sent  bo  Savannah  in  the  afternoon.     With  the 
assist  i  Mrs.   N  old  negro,  Hen.  as  pilot,  the  prise 

ht  in  ami  moored  in  \  .Tnon  River  above  the  ooetruetions, 
booh   time  before  dark.    The  pri  here  wen1  placed  in  the 

CQStodj   Of    I  N . •  1 1 1" \  die.  of   the    Marine  (  'orpa, 

who  will  escort  them  to  the  city  this  morning. 

1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  captured  gunboat  be  removed 
round  to  While  Bluff  and  there  await  her  crew,  otc    To  keep  her  in 

view  and  so  near  Green    I- Ian  1  Sound  will  but  invite  efforts  to  recap 

rod  I  would  fain  heme  that  she  may  escape  the 
fate  of  •!"•  late   Va  '.<'//  at  Tort  Me  mister. 

are  nearly  exhausted  m  oonsequenoe  of  th<  duty 

performed  bj  them  daily,  and  I  am  not  ahle  to  furnish  fn.m  my  sit 
company  a  guard  sufficientlj   strong  to  properly   protect  this  post, 
though  I  will  continue  to  do  die  best  I  can. 

Everything  is  calm  and  serene  this  morning,  no  enemy's  craft  in 
view.     M\  river  picket-  report  having  seen  a  signal  rocket  in  the 

direction  of  |  fasaoaw  Inlet  about   L2fS0  last  night,  hut  this  I  attribute 
to  their  imagination. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

C.  K.  Hant.kitek, 

(<r j >'<>!/>,  (\nnmandimj  Post. 

Captain  \\ '.  T.  TAl.UFT.Rno, 

. j,v.v Ixtmit  . !  '.   Tfttuul>rh"U. 

R  Report  of  Lioutenant  Ciraes,  C.  S.  Mary,  regarding  eaiualtiei. 

BEAULIEU,  Jinn -4.  1864. 
The  only  muster  roll  to  he  found  on  board  the  prise  shows  a  craw  of 
66  men  of  all  rating,  not  including  the  officers  sent  up  by  Mr.  Golder. 
The  number  of  wounded  prisoners  sent  to  Savannah  this  morning 
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The  portion  of  the  Ion  thai  boarded,  or  attempted  to 

board,  (i  L  numbered  10      i       and  85  men.    The  pilot,  1  off 

and  ii  men  ifere  wounded,  at 
mm!  -a  ■,  eed  In  boarding  the  yea*  I 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  I 

Lieutenant^  etc. 
Flag-Offloer  W,  W.  Hums* 


iul] 

Savannah,  Jwu  J.  JS0'4> 
The  /■'',-. tfiy  has  eone  to  the  Isle  of  Hope.     Have  your  men  I 
earh   as  j>< >>>ibl«-  in  the  afternoon,  thai   the 

two  hours  before  sunset     1>«>  not  allow  the  smalle  to  be  fuken 

from  tin-  prise  "ii  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all  your  prise  mom 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  \Y.  Htntkh. 
Flag.  Office  meting  J 

Lieutenant  W.  W  .  Causes.  C.  S.  Navy. 

Beauh'eu,  [Ga.], 


lTelegrara.1 

naii,  Jtme  h  186 'f. 

The  prize  steamer  Water  ii  under  Boaolieu 

battery,  on  Vernon  River.  The  Water  Wiich  mounts  four  guns,  \  i/., 
two  L$-ponnder  Dahlgren  howitzei  .  broadside;  our  80-pounder  rifled 
gun  forward,  jui'l  one  L2-pounder  rifled  brass  gum 

The  |  is  commanded  by  I  Qt-Commander  Austin  Pender 

grast,  r.  s.  Navy,  who  with  all  her  officers  and  crew,  77.  are  in  pri 
at  Savannah  and  m  the  naval  hospital.    Oui  loesin  killed  is  Lieutenant 
T.  P.  Pelot  ami   t  men.     In  wounded,  3  officers  and   l"  men.    The 
enemy  lost  -J  killed  and  L2  wounded.     I  will  report  further  by  l<  " 
I  am,  very  respectful  U, 

WM.   W     Mi   HTJBB, 
Flag~Ojjk<  i     I 
Hon.  S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secr.tanj  ></  ','<<    X<n>y. 


Lottor  from  71ag-0fflc«r  Hantor,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Le«.  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 

traaauxittal  of  aignal  book. 

i 

ent 
by  i 

oft 

■ 


Savannah. 

I  am  called  away  to  tin-   coast   on  present;   Kerviee.     I   therefore 
entrust  to  Paymaster  W.  W.  J.  Ke!l\.  C.  8.  Navy,  to  transmit  you. 
by  express,  al  the  aarliesi  moment,  the  signal   book  and  boat  signals 
of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  captured  in  the  prize  Water  Witch,  believing  then 
may  be  useful  in  your  James  Kivcr  operations,  etc. 
1  am,  verv  respectfully, 

WU.    W.    llrNTF.H. 

Captain  S.  S.  Li.k.  G  8.  Na . 

/-./■-,  A1.'-  hmond%  V'i. 


i      A 


L 
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I  telegraphs!  the  h<- 


Savannah,  -him-  7.  186^ 

••  Becretaryof  the  Nu\  \  on  the  3d  instant 
had  oommand  of  the 


that  the  late  gallant  T.  P.  Pelot,  C.  S.  ad 

\  the  r.  8.  S.  Hfafer  U7/</». 
The  names  ol  the  officers  are:  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  P.  Pelot, 
Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Price,  Midshipmen  II.  T.  Minor,  .f.  i>. 
Trimble,  Master's  Mates  II.  Qolder,  J.  A.  Rosier.  A.  A.  EL  \\ .  B 
<l;»y.  A.  i  .  Freeman,  T.  S.  Graj     I         wain  L.  Seymour,  Assistant 
Surgeons  C.  W.  Thomas,  W,  C.  .lone-.  Second  Assistant  Ens 
rge  W".  I  aldwelL,  James  1^.  Fabian.  Pilot  Moses  Dalla  1). 

Touching'  the  vacant  commands  of  to  wand  WaterWUoh^l 

will  write  you  by  this  day's  mail,    The  subject  is  too  lengthy  for  a 
telegram. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hi  stkk, 
Flag-  Offi*  <  i .  <  '<■■>!■  mauding  Afl< 


Captain  8.  8.  Lee,  0.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  in  (%i,-<>. .  !!'<■!< 


in f mt I,  \'a. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Flag-Offieor  Hunter,  C.  8. 
Navy,  requesting  permission  to  make  a  report  to  the  U.  8.  Navy  Department. 

<      S.   Naval    KOBTITAX, 

Sa  i 
:  I  very  respectfully  request  permissii  □  port  t<>  the 

torable  Secretary  of  toe  I  ■  s.  Navy  ■>•  the  capture  of  the  I  .  s.  8, 
Water  H7a/i  by  your  forces  on  the  3d  mstant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  I  ;  l  ally,  your  obedienl  servant, 

A  I  STIV    Pe  -i. 

/.  /,,//,/-  t  'nniliKllill,  /'.      /   ,       V       \ 

Commodore  William  Hi  vi  ku,  ( ;.  s.  Navy, 

Savannah,  Oa, 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter.  C.  8.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergraat.  U.  8. 
Wavy  granting  penaiaaion  to  report  through  the  C.  8.  Navy  Department. 

-^  van  nam,  June  7 t  186$. 
I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day.  and  in  reply  I  have  to  in 
you  the  communication  alluded  to  the  oonly  betn 

you  request,  open,  through  the  honor.  retarj  of  the  Navy  ol 

States. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hi  mkk, 
( tomman  ■ 
Li»Hit<'iiaiil-('.)miiian«ii'r  Ai  mis    I'kndkhckasi .  I".  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  rogarding  the  trunatnitul  of  the  flag  of  the 

ateamer  Water  Witch. 

S\\  AW  AH,   ■/■>.;.    .N.    186^. 

T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  i  tnitted  to 

you,  by  express,  the  flag  of  the  late  Q,  8.  8.  Water  Witc/t,  captured  in 
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(  K-:i!aw    Botud  at    2  a.  in.  June   8.   1864,  bj 
from  the  squadron  under  my  co  in  char] 

oas  I'.  Pelot, » '.  s.  k« 

of  tin-  ( '.  S.  S.    '■■■■<  '!'■'■ 

I  juii.  very  illy. 

W.M.    W.    Ill  NTKK. 
Fldff  Diji,  .),. 

lldii.  8.  R.  M.M.i.om  . 

P.  S.      Herewith  i-  e\pi  ipt. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  Lient 

Price,  C.  8.  Kavy. 

f>.  1864- 
On  the  8d  instant  I  had  the  honor  \"  report  to  the  honorable  & 
oi  tin-  Navy,  bj  telegraph,  thai  a  detachment  from  my  command  had 
carried,  by  boarding  from  boats,  the  U.  8.  S.  Waterwu 

This  id  i In'  earliest  moment  I  am  enabled  to  make  m  full  report  in 
writing  of  tbisven  brilliant  affair;  which  wascondu  id  led  by 

the  late  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  1'.  Pelot,  ('.  s.  Navy,  and  executed 
by  him  and  tin-  brave  officers  and  men  of  this  squadron. 

Herewith  is  a  report  in  detail  «>f  tin-  affaii  from  Second  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Price,  C.  8.  Navy,   who  su  command  of  the 

Hi. 
Every  officer  and   man  did   &m  duty.    Tin-  conduct  of  tin-  late 
lamented  and  gaJlanl  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  1*.  Peloi  ood 

all  praise.    That  of  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Price,  C.  S 
disunguisbedJj    brilliant.     Though    he   \\:i-  unded.    In* 

brought  tin-  vessel  to  a  safe  anchorage  under  very  difficult  circi 
Btan< 

Assistant  Surgeon  ('.  We&lej  Thomas,  Master's  Mate  Hamilton 
Qolder,  Midshipman  II. 'I'.  Minor,  and  .Midshipman  -I.  D.  Trimble, 
G  \\ .  Calduidl.  second  assistant  an  jineer.  and  .1.  L.  Fabian,  Becond 
assistanl  sngineer;  John  Perry,  boatswain's  mate  (who  was  formerly 
distinguished  a-  one  of  (he  nv«  of  the  ram  I  ;  W.  S.  Johnaoo, 

boatswain's  mate;  Charles  Stanley,  qi  t:  E.  D.  Davis  (ordi- 

Dary  seaman),  and  Thomas  \  private  marine,  markedly  distin- 

hed  themseli 
Several  of  the  men.  when  their  hi  re  (by  the  action  of  the 

liner's  wfc  ered  from  the  vessel, 

uiih  ia  ,-i  li-i  of  killed  and  wounded,  both  of  oui   own  and  Hi. 
enemy.     Also  a  list  of  the  officer*  mid  inn.  of  ihment 

I  am,  very  respect  fully, 

Wm.  W.  HuNTi 
Flag-Officer,  Command*  >(. 

Captain  S.  8.  Ln.CS    \  , 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Prim,  C  8.  Navy,  icoond  in  command  of  expedition. 

SaMTOOW,  j 

Sir:   I  have  the  In'mor  to  make  t!i<-  following  ivpori  of  t In-  late  axpe* 

ditiou  ondei  the  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  P.  Polot,  I '.  s. 
Navy,  w\  tilted  in  the capture,  bg  boarding,  of  the  I  .  8 

gunboat  ii  "  ■  Witch,  lying  at  anchor  lo  (  md,  on  the  night 

of  the  8d  June,  l -•'•!. 

The  expedit  ing  of  7  boats.  15  officers,  and  1 1 7 

detailed  by  your  order  from  the  i  list 

of  whom  yon  will  find  enclosed,  left  the  C.  B.  8.  Qw</ui  at  1  o'clock 
p.  in.  on  Tuesday,  31st  of  May.  in  ton  of  the  steam  tender  FSrq/fo/, 
arriving  at  the  hale  of  1I<»jh'  batt  >  Eock  p.  m,     Gael  oil'  fj 

the  steamer  and  rowed  t<»  Beaulien  battery,  on  vernon  River*  where 
we  camped  for  the  night.    The  next  jcoute  discovered  one  of 

the  ••Mtii  els  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Little  Ogeechee  Kiv 

undn  m  Kej  ■ 

At  8  o'clock  p.  m..  the  expedition  got  underway  and  formed  in  two 
columns.     Boats  Noa  I,  '■->.  .<.  7  comp  ilumn,  N'<  s.  9,  4, 

and  d  the  starbot  oin.     LientenantThomas  I*.  Pelot,  command- 

iii'j-.  with  Second  Assistant  Bngim  S.  Navy; and  Mi 

Dallas  (colored),  pilot,  led  in  boat  Nfo.  I:  Lieutenant  Price,  with 
Master's  Mate  Gra]  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Fabian  in  No.  -: 
Midshipman  Minor,  with  Master's  Mai  tan,  in  boal 

Midshipman  Trimble  in  boai  No.  i;  Boatswain  Seymour,  with  Ma- 
ter's Mate  Barclay,  in  boal   So,  b\  Master's  Mate  II    Golder,  with 
Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas,  in  boal  No.  »>-,  Master's  Mate  Eta  ler,  with 
Assistant  Burgeoin-Joncs,  in  >.  7.  and  proceeded  with  muffled 

(•i  the  spot  where  we  supposed  the  enemy's  vessel  to  be.    On 
arriving  we  found  thai  she  had  either  shifted  nerancho  i 
we  had  been  mistaken  as  to  her  >n.     A  Fin-  searching  in  vain 

till  nearlj  daylight,  Lieutenant   Pelo4  ordered  Boatswain  Seymour1, 
with  one  man,  to  remain  on  Raccoon  Key  as  scontB,  and  the  exp 
lion  to  return  to  ♦•amp  at  Beaulien  battery.    On  the  nexl  day  (June 
3),  at  9  o'clock  p.  in.,  we  again  got  underway,  proceeded  to  Baca 
Bey  where  we  took  on  board  our  scouts,  who  reported  that  one  of  the 

gels  was  lying  in  0  Sonnd,  abonl  •"'  mfle 

where  we  then  were.  After  waiting  there  until  midnight,  we  were 
ordi  Bt  anderway  and  pull  cautiously.    The  night  being  dark, 

and  rain  close  aboard  of  her  without  being  discovoi    ;. 

On  being  lant  Pel  we  wei  '      and 

•  the  order  to  "board  h<  cl  having  steam  upat  the 

;  he  alarm  WBS 

backward  and  forward  rapidly,  thus  thwarting  the  earnest  efforts  of 
Bo  and  Master's  Mate  Rosier  to  gel  on  board  with 

(heir  nitii  WB. 

The  port  1011111111.  led  by  Lieutenant  Pelot.  boarded  on  the  port  ride; 
starboard  column,  led  by  Lieutenant  Price,  boarded  on  the  starboard 
aide.  In  coming  alongside,  the  enenrj  's  fire  with  small  arms  »;i,  auite 
severe;  in  fact  it  wasanrins  that  time,  and  while  the  boarding  netting, 
which  was  tied  up.  was  being  cut  through,  that  na  I  of  our  loss  in 
killed  an  led  was  >u.staincd.      After  a  sharp  hand-to-hand  fight 

of  some  ten  minutes  th<  ras  taken.     Lieutenant  Pelot 

first  to  gain  the  deck,  aud  while  bravely  fighting  was  shot  and  instantly 


I    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQPaI 


" 


killed.     In  his  death  the  country  baa  lost  ■  brave  and  gaJHftnl 
and  society  one  of  her  bigbesl  ornaments. 
Hfte  command  then  devolved  upon  me,  and  I  proceeded  forthwiti 
vessel  from  the  position  she  was  tnen  in,  t<>  i 
hire  by  tlir  enemy.     Oof  puol  having  been  killed  before  t 
reached  1 1 1 « -  side  of  the  ship,  I  -  ■  A  and  f" 

that  be  was  too  badly  wounded  to  assist  me,  but  final! 
of  the  quartermasters,  whom  1  comp<    i  illot  me  i"  tin-  upper  end 

of  Raccoon  Key,  whereat  the  top  of  high  water  the 
I  then  found  it  Deeessarj  to  lighten  ber,  which  1  did  by  tfa 

barrels  of  l»eel  and  pork,  >f  bemp 

thei  :•'!  the  chain  which  I  bad  slipped  as  wetoofctne 

vessel,  and  towering  two  of  the  guns  in  *  1 » *  *  boats.    '  hi  getting  ash 
I  immediately  landed  tin-  killed,  wounded,  and  pi 
battery.     At.  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  having  in  the  meantime  obtained  :i  pilot 
from  tie*  shore.  I  succeeded  in  ratting  off,  and  anchored  her  took 

Em,,  under  the  guns  of  Beauheu  battery  above  the  obstra 
ieutenaati  S   Navy,  by  your  order,  arrived  on  board 

assumed  command. 

fa  the  darimess  and  oouf  usiov        born      it  was     npi     ;  il    fioi  me  to 
observe  each  and  even  man,  but  I  will  state,  with  pride,  every  o 
officers  and  men,  did  their  duty  most  gallantly.    I  would  state,  bow- 
ever,  tlmi   I  owe  mi   life  to   K.   I».  Davis,  ordinary  seaman,  of  the 
( '.  S.  8.  ■■■>.  ae  having  cut  down  every  opponent  when  I 

lv  pressed  b\  them.     Boatswain's  Mate  J.  Perry,  of  tin-  Bteamer 
ih,  and  Boatswain's  Mate  VV.  S.  Johnson,  <»f  the  steamei 
I.  iv. |  bm  most  \  aluable  b  and 

general  duties  on  board,     '"In-  former,  although  severe!  led, 

old, 
Tli  Witch  is  i 

tons  burden,  tounder  brwani, 

two  broadside  Impounder  Dahlgren  ho..  md  one  L2-poui 

rilled  braoi  gun  aft,  and  b  crew  of  !.'•  commissioned  and  warrant  • 
cersand  Bo*  men,  oommanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Austin  r 
dergrast,  r.  s.  navy. 

Enclosed  yon  will  find  the  91  report  '  of  killed  and  WOUJtded. 

I  nm.  » •  pe<  tinllv.  youx  obealenl  lervant, 

JOS.    I'l: 
Lieutenant*  <  '■  8.    V 

Flag-Officer  VV.  W.  Hunter,  G  8.  Navy. 

</A. 


Keport  of  Fleg -Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  services  of  Fireman  Oranger,  C.  8.  Nary. 

Savannah.  J- 

herewith  i>  a  certificate  from  Chief  Engineer  J.  VV.  Tynan,  ('.  S. 
Navj  e  eligibility  oi  J.  Granger,  first-rlass  fireman,  of  the 

C  a  '.  foi  the  position  of  third  asaiHtanl  engineer  in  tin1 

< '.  S.  Navj      George  J.  Changer's  conduct  in  boarding  th< 
11'///// and  bringing  ber  within  our  batteries  after  her  cap  is  of 
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a  distin<ruisQedly  brave  and  useful  character]  bis  services  as  a  third 
tool  engineer  are  needed  here.    1  would  therefore  ask  for  him  the 
appointment  of  third  iwnfnfnnf  engineer  in  the  C.  S.  Navy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag  -  Ojfit  Afloat. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lkk,  C.  &  Navy, 

(  bpfain  >"  (  Imrge. 


Letter  from  Lietitenant-Commander  Pendergraat,  U.  B.  Navy,  toFlag-OflloerKanter.C.S.Nary, 
regarding  the  transmittal  of  report  of  the  former  to  the  U.  6.  Navy  Department. 

C.  S.  Natal  Hospital, 

S"  '.  IX64. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  examination  u  report*  to  the  Hon. 
Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  LL  8  Navy,  of  the  rupture  of  the 
['.  s.  s.  Water  Witch  by  the  forcee  under  your  command.  The 
roiirtesyof  allowing  such  reports  to  be  mad  iieTC,  is  usual  for 

both   iiavii--.      1   also  enclose  an  explanatory  letter  t<>  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States.     It'  you  "ill  forward 

lli   9€  eommunieations  I  will  be  niucli  obliged  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  \vn    ivspeet .fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

At  SI  IN     l'l  \s.T, 

Lit  vtenant~(  bmti  ('.  &  at 

Commodore  Wm.  W.  IIintkk. 

■Hmj  (_'.  8,  Naval  I  <»ih,  <;<t. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter.  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 

(report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergraat,  D.  8.  Navy. 
savavnan.  Jum  f".  (86 
Herewith  is  I  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lleutenant-CSommander  Austin 
PendergrasL  LT.  S«  Navy,  hoti  b  prisoner  and  wounded,  at  the  naval 
ho  pitalal  I  tu    place. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Austin  Pendergraat  had  previouslj  applied 
to  me  foi  pei  miasii >o  to  make  a  report  of  itnre  i><  the  S 

of  the  Navy  of  the  United  State  eplied  to  him  that  such  a  com- 

munication must  be  sent  open  tbroogli  me  for  your  inspection  and  di& 
ary  action.    Herewith  I  transmit  yon  ins  report*  alluded  to, 
and  also  a  letter  f  from  him  to  you. 
I  am,  rory  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hi  mki:. 
Fltuj-Ojfivt'j\  0  afloat. 

Hon.  S.  EC  M M.I.OHV, 


174.  tN«t  ioiiii.1. 
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Loiter  from  the  Secretary  or  the  Na?y  to  Flag-Officcr  Hunter,  C.  8.  Htvy,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  report  of  Lieutenant  Price,  C.  8.  H *Ty. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 
C.  8.  -V"''-'/  Dt  i  Pa.,  •/-  186$. 

Sin:  Your  communications  of  the  sth  instant 
b  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Price  «>f  i In-  reee.nl  naval  menl 

which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  I'.  S.  gunboat  li- 
the alteration.-.  .-I...  in  the  signal  hook  • » f  the  anas 
By  eomniiinii  ..f  tbi  irj  of  1 1 1 » -  N:^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

.  hi  Charge. 

Flag-Offieer  W.  W.  SUVXBB,  &E  Navy, 

•///,//,  etc.,  Samu 


Commendatory  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Mary  to  Flag  -Officer  Hnnter.  C  S.  Wavy, 
commending  the  action  of  Lieutenant  Pelot,  C.  8.  Navy,  and  hi*  command 

Confederate  States  oi   Ames 
v  Department,  Richmond,  >/■ 

Sir:  The  report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Price  of  thr  capture  ■•'  Mm 
enemy'-  steam  sloop  W<.>''.f   'I ''/'•/#,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  has 
been  received. 

Th.-  plan  and  the  gallant  execution  of  the  enterprise  real 

lit  upon  all  who  were  associated  with  it.  and  upon  the  service 
which  thai  adorn.     The  fall  of  Lieutenant  Peloti  kUanl   i 

coatee  in  the  moment  of  victory,  and  the  suffering  of  hiscompani 
wounded,  sadden  the  reelings  of  patriotic  pleasure  with  winch  I 
brilliant  achiw emenl  Is  >■  •>  ed. 

Enterprises  of  \M    character,  however  unimportant  the  immediate 
material  results  may  seem,  develop  and  foster  qualities  1  to 

naval  lucoesa,  elevate  and  inspire  confidence,  command  the  respect  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  approbation  of  the  count]  it  is  the  Den 

mentta  earnest  desire  to  stimulate  them.     Lieutenant  Price  and  bis 
associates  have  the  thanks  of  the  I  h  pai  traent,  which  will  property 
their  gallant  conduct   before  Congress.     Lieutenant  Prici  by 

ie  to  several  men  whose  conduct  be  deemed  specialty  rommendabli  . 
and  among  them  E.  D.  Davis,  ordinary  seaman;  J.  Perry,  boatswain's 
mate;  un<l  YV.  8.  Johnson,  bo  'a  mate     In  recognition  of  their 

services  and  of  his  commendation  thei  ou  will  pi  commend 

their  promotion  to  such  positions  as  you  may  deem  them  capable 
of  tilling. 

'i  ou  will  please  report  la  the  Department  what  further  promotions 
th  [ustice  to  the  sen  ice  ttion 

to  the  eases  of  those  who  an-  WOUnded. 

I  am,  respectfully ,  your  obe  »rvant, 

S.   K.   B&ALLOBI  . 

Flajj-OHicer  \V.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy,  C,  >.. 

Con 
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Latter  from  Flag-Officer  Banter,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Aiii-tant  Burgeon  Pieraon,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

prisoner  of  war. 

Savannah,  Jnh/  Id.  /.S'6'4. 

[  have  received  your  note  of  this  day.    In  replj  I  have  to  inform 
you  t liiit  I  amfostructod  bg  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tin-  Navj 
follows,  viz:: 

\\  I  distant  Burgeon  W.  H.  Pi 

led  with  the  wounded  officers  ana  mes  in  Ihi    hospital,  he  will  be  tamed  ove* 

to  the  proper  authorities  to  be  treated  as  otlier  prisoners  of  war. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.   W.    lit  \tj:i:. 
Fi<"i-Ojjicer,  Commanding  .1/ 

Assistant  >u"-vod  \V.  II.  Pieuson,  U.  Si  Navy. 


Latter  of  congratulation  from  Flag-Officer  Hunter.  C. 

Navy. 


8.  Nary,  to  Commander  Price.  0.  8. 


Savannah.  July  SI,  186J>. 

I  would  express  to  you  tho  high  gratification  afforded  me  by  trans- 
mitting von  the  acoomfjanying  official  announcement  of  toot  promo- 
tion i"  tin-  rank  of  a  commander11  in  tin-  Provisional  Navy,  <".  s..  tot 
Lant  ami  meritorious  conduct. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.   W.   IlrviT.K. 

Fl'UJ- <>>]>'  .  |  .    i'  ■  :■/   .\i!>»tt. 

Commander  Josefs  Price,  Provisional  s. 


Letter  or  congratulation  from    Flag-Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Third  Aasiatant 
Engineer  Oranger,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Savannah, 

Her  hi  appointment  of  acting  third  assistant  engii r  in  the 

Provisional  Navy,  C.  S.     I  congratulate  you  on  tbb  highly 
reoognitioB  by  'i"  honorable  Navy  Departm  conduct 

in  the  capture  oi  the  Water  Witt sA,  and  on  your  fitness  to  become  an 
officer  in  the  Provisional  Navy,  C.  s. 
Respectfully, 

W.    W.     Ill   NTF.R, 

i'l'Hj-OjYu;  |  .    ' 

Acting  Third  .WUtam  Engineer  Gbobbe  J.  Qbamosb, 

l'mvi.sional  Navy.  G 


Extract  from  on  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  April  30,  1864. 

In  May  last,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Thomas  P.  Pelot,  under  Flag- 
Officer  iiuntcr'.-  command  al  Savannah, organised  ;i  boat  party  agi 

•To  rank  bom  July  12,  1864. 
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the  enemy  in  Oaaatxra  Sound,  and  on  tb  of  June 

attacked,  unci,  nft«r  a  «lr>p<T;it.- <•(  irried  l.\   hoarding  the  I 

sloop  ii      •  H    pA, Lieutenant  I  ommaoder  \ 

ul'  I'mii     mi-,  and  a  crew  of  s<>  officers  and  men,  with  «*n«-ni\ 

of  •_'  kill.d  ami  14  wounded.    The  waa  not  surprised  sod  had  ;i 

crew  at  quarters  and  bia  boarding  oettings  op;  and  our  loss  was  6 
killed  and  17  wounded, 

Tn  this  gallant  achievement  the  Navy  lost  one  of  its  most  ai 
hahed  officers  in  Lieutenant  IYlot.  who  was  IdOed  al  the  bead  of  bia 
ling  party  after  gaining  the  enemy's  deck. 

A  the  report^  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Price,  ••  I  lo 

tfm  command,  is  annexed,  and  whose  promotion  to  tin 
mandcr  forgallanl  conduol  in  the  expedition  is  recommended. 


I 


Report  of  !  .  flfcw,  train 

'  iff  u<j><r>>»  /■ 

No.  340.]  Flao  Steamer  Philadelphia. 

Pbri  Royal  Harbor,  8.  I 
Bib:  Since  my  last  there  bus  been  little  change  in  affaire  b 
The  lose  of  the   Columbine  will  be  felt  most  Inconveniently;  her 
draft  was  only  5  or  6  Beet,  and  having  onlj  two  such  steamers  loft,  the 
iron  of  winch  are  ewhera,  can  nol  replace  her. 

I  have  already  informed  the  Department  of  the  failurt  expe- 

dition undertaken  by  General  Bimey,  in  the  Ashepoo,  ao  affloenl 
id,  and  the  loss  of  the  army  ateamer  Boston,    Gen 
a  command  ashore)  has  ordered  a  i  ourt  of  enquiry, 
which  will  no  doubt  elicit  .ill  the  mete  of  the  case. 

Bo  Ear  as  I  am  inform'  liieh  I  sent  performed  their 

ilul\    fully. 

Tin'  only  naval  officers  who  were  acting  separately  from  their  veesela 
ware  Acting  Master  Dutch  and  Acting  Ensign  William  Nel 

A*!  in;:  neater  Dutch  commanded  the  Kingfisher  when  she  wi 
and  was  detailed  for  duty  with  the  laml  foxes  at  the  express  reqnesi 
of  Qeneral  Hatch. 

No  report  h  i  to  him  has  reached  me. 

Mr.  Nelson,  formerly  of  the  Kingfisfufr,  bi  longed  t"  the  Da*  Chi 
and  was  detailed  by  request  toad  as  pilot  of  the  Boston, 

No  reports  have  yet  reached  me  in  regard  bo  either  of  the 

H  hen  the  fi  leaves  there  will  remain  seven  monitors* 

<  )f  these  >ln'  Montauk  is  anservio  The  ei 

report  r*\"  mat  it  will  require  three  months  to  put  her  in 

complete  order.     I  shall  have  to  nut  her  in  service  before  the  boil 
are  cleansed.    The  condition  of  tne  tul>es  renders  relii 
indispensable. 

The  injury  which  tic  received  in  her  hull  below  the  water 

will  ired    \>\    Tuesday*  7th,  and   will    then   take   the   plaa 

tin/''  of  which  are  enoloaad  i  "  H"  and  •■(  "i. 

For  some  weeks  I  shall  therefore  b  monitora  in  figuring  order 

at  Charleston. 

( lommodore  Kowan  reports  that  the  rebels  have  the  fourth  ironclad 
immisaion  at  Charleston 
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If  they  should  presume  on  the  reduction  of  our  force,  Thopo  to  give 

Od  IK.TOUtlt    0l   llliMII. 

The  Department  has  been  informed  of  the  necessity  of  sending  home 
for  repairs  the  Huron,  Seneca.  Una* VilUi.  and  Chippewa. 

As  Che  latter  is  reported  bo  leak  10  feel  n  day,  it  may  be  expedient 
•lain  her  for  a  few  days  in  order  t<»  diminish  this  inflow. 

1  hear  from  the  senior  officer  ai  Tybee  thai  be  has  seen  a  Savannah 
paper  which  rtatea  thai  (HneralGranl  nasal  Meelmniesville.  [ Va.  J.  on 
the  i  I  of  •lain',  n  lii'-li  l  hope  is  true. 

1  haw  tin-  honor  to  he,  very  n .-sjiect  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.J.    A.    D.WILOREN. 

Rear  Admiral,  Oomdg.  kd<j.  Squadron. 

Hon.   (rIDKON     \V 

Srcirtiiri/  Of  the  Xnnj. 

[EnHomirv  A.] 

Pout  Koyai.  ELkfiBOB,  B.  t\.  May  21,  186/t. 

Sir:  In  obedience  t<>  ii  opanyiag  order,  we  have  held  a  strict 

and  careful  sorvei  on  the  boll,  boilers,  turret,  and  machinery  of  the 
V.  8.  ironclad    \tonta>uk  as  far  a*  practicable  without  beacning  the 
1.  and  report  as  follow 

The  vessel   has   rovh.-d    t  i  \- « >  ugly  shots  in  the  armor  on   the   porl 

one  of  which  Btruok  directly  opposite  the  end  of  a  deck  beam 
mar  the  center  of  the  coal  bunker,  passing  entirely  through  the  iron 
plating  and,  are  lodge,  necessarily  injuring  the  wood  kicking. 

On  enquiry  we  learn  thai  when  the  vessel  Is  in  lighting  trim  that 
she  leaks  to  b  considerable  extent    In  the  smoo        iter  of  ti 
about  three  fooi  tha  of  an  mob  per  b 

There  Is  B  leak  in  the  magazine  caused  by  n  glancing  •  hoi  triking 
the  deck  and  anothei  overtE  i  smteroonx 

rii.-  repairs  can  be  made  by  remoi  iog  the  damaged  plates  and  wood, 
which  we  would  recommend  to  be  done. 

:  I.  main  pinion  of  the  turret  gear  has  a  booth  broken  out.  We 
would  recommend  thill  il  omjposition  pinion  be  put  on  in  place 

of  the  broken  one.  We  have  Bumoienl  avktenoe  to  show  that  the 
breaking  of  this  pinion  was  a  matter  of  pore  accident 

The  boilers  require  several  patches  on  the  crowi        Bts  and  ash 

pits,  and  there  are  a  number  of  leaky  socket  boltfl  to  be  replaced. 
New  rivets  require  to  be  put  in  all  tic  seams  of  the  blast  openings. 
The  scale  in  the  tabes  has  reached  the  thickness  of  i  full  quarter  of 

SB   inch.      W'c  would   •< commend  this  scale   t"  D€  removed  from   i  LC 

babe 

The  main  turn  t  and  vaeuum  engines  require  a  general  overhauling. 
The  probable  time  required  t<>  make  the  above  repairs  and  bcale  the 
01  the  boilers  will  be  three  months. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

EtOBJSRT  I  >.\M'.Y. 

Fi.  ■■!  Engineer. 
Edwd.  E.  iSroNK, 

/.  it  utt  n'lnl- ' 

P.  K.  Voohiikks 
Second    i 

Kear  Admiral  J,  A.  DaBXGBSN,  U.  S 

Oomdg.  8outh  Atlantic  Bl»<h\u1i/t<j  Squadr/m. 
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S.  Ironclad  Nahant. 
Of  3/  Mag  W,  fflttf. 

.sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  furnish  yen  with  1  statement  of 
the  in  received  by  tins  vessel  yesterd 

I  luring  the  boor  from  11;  90  a.  m.  until  12:80  p.  m.  tin-  NaJutni  was 
struck  ^ijrbt  times  from  the  rebel  batteriee  on  Sullivan's.  Islam 
times  qo  two  shots  Btruck  the  deck  forward  of  tbetm 

both  crushing  through  the  platiog  and  deck  and  leaving  large  b< 
from  9  ti  Bngth,  and  in  one  case  wounding  a  man  on  U»rih 

deck  quite  seriously.    One  of  these  shots  stunk  over  tin  uaytuasJ 
store  room,  the  oilier  over  the  berth  deck,  jnst  in  front  oi  the  on 
zine,  one  shuck  the  deck  over  the  main  steam  pipe,  pierced  the  iron 
1  > I : l e i n *_r .  splintered  the  wood,  and  broke  one  of  tne  beams.    The  length 
of  the  indentation  in  the  iron  isabout8feet.    Anothersh 
of  the  ship  at  6  feet  10  inches  befaw  the  surface  of  the  deck,  and  ■ 
to  the  outboard  delivery  of  the  vacuum  engine.    The  injori 
sioeed  bythisshol  are,  one  riband  Beven  rivets  broken,  an  indented 
of  abool   1   inofa  in  depth  and,  apparently,  a  crack  <»f  over  1   foot 
in   length   from   rivet    to   rivet,   underneath  the   rib.     The  OOUOUBBion 
Lmng  from  this  shol   was  so  severe  as  to  nearly  prostrate  the 
engineers  and  firemen  at  their  stations. 

The  othei  hoti  one  on  the  pilothouse,  one  on  the  turret,  near  the 
XV-inch  port,  ami  one  00  the  deck  aft.  are  not  of  a  e. 

lam.  vii  v  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henri  I    Tai  i  man. 
/,/,  ut*ncn 

Lieutenant -Commander  J.  N.  Miller, 

( bmmondmg  Ndhat 

[Knrlcaiire  ft] 

U.  S.  [bonOI  \o  Nahant. 

Qff  ( %,rl,st„lt.  May  17.  l.%4. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  hen  with  the  reports  of  the  injuries 
received  bj  this  vessel  and  the  ammunition  expended  yesterday  during 
the  firing  on  Fori  Sumter. 

The  Limited  Dumber  of  rounds  tin  1  toe  to  the  rammer  jamming 

in  the  XI-ineh  gun  and  the  direction  of  the  tide.     Wh> 

the  stem  of  the  vessel  was  tending  toward  Sumter,  and  if  desired  the 

XV-im-h  gun  could  not  have  been  osed  with. mi  danger  to  th< 

stack.    Our  1  km  it  ion  was  about   1  500  yards  from  Sumter  and  1,700 

yards  from  Sullivan's  Island. 

I  would  request  that  the  leak  under  the  overhang  may  1m*  1 
by  machinists  sen!   from  Port.  Koyal,  as  they  have  more  experiei 
than  our  nun.  and  have  the  proper  tools  for  working. 
lam.  very  respectfully,  bedienl  servant, 

.1.  N.  Miller, 
Lieuti  /"(/,/-  > 
IT  Admiral  JOHM  A.  1 1  LHLQBXN. 

Blocka  ■". 
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Order  afih  !  t!>>  No  ...   ('.  s. 

N&ojft  r.(j(ir<l/'n(jfrM]u<n  reeofqffioen  fa  th*  vronoto 

Navy  Departmkst,  Jum  ',.  186±. 
Sir:  It  i-  desirable  that  all  the  officers  of  the  ironclads  should  be 
changed  at  l«a-t  every  eight  months,  and  ordered  to  service  in  wooden 

vessel*. 

V«3  respect fully. 

QnmoK  Wku.es. 
Sea  ''■'■'   Navy. 

Koar  Admiral  .1.  A.  Daiilcuen. 

i      ■*'<<■  Blockade  ••''/•"/.."// ih-irh.-. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Navy  to   Acting  JCuier  QlsttSOn\    !'.    s'. 

ting  U.  S.  6'.  Lavender. 

Navy  DepabxICEKT,  Jwu  '•'.  t864* 

■i  with  tli«>  l'.  S.  S.   2  leston,  &.  ('.,  and 

report  to  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgcen  for  duty  to  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
\'i  iy  respectfully.,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Seen  (an  y    f  th*  .Wiry. 
Acting  Msi-.fi •  .Ioiin  H.  QUUBOV, 

mmandmg  U.  -s  •.  PhUadL 


f>nl-  r  <•/  th  ■■/•!/  of'  tL    \  Lieutenant 

Car.ii'ly,   ( 

Navy  Dhpabtmbnt,  •/"/"  /.'.  1864> 
Sii:.  Prooaed  pith  the  U.  6.  S.  Flambeau off  Charleeton,  S.C,and 
ori   t<»  Rear  Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Wry  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Well: 

r>  t'trij  <>f  th  Navy, 
Acting  Volunteer  LI  >  Bd,  Gavekdy,  U.  8.  Navy, 


Order  -•/"'//.<'/ -.I-/,/.//."'  Daklgi  .  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 

lander  Yewujy  ( ■  8.  Navy.  ■<  V.  s'.  J.  OMnarron\  to  pro* 

oeed  with  ordt  n  to  -  vde  otock 

Flag  Steamer  I'iiiladelphi  \. 
Fort  Bayal  Harbor,  8.  '"..  Jwu  >.'.  \ 
Sir:  Before  prooeedlngto  relieve  the  UhaddUo  yon  will  proceed 
the  Btationa  south  of  Ossabaw,  \i/.  St.  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  boboy,  St 
Siuiou's,  and  St.  Andrew's,  and  direct  commanding  omoen  at  those 
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main  outride  on  blockade  until  other  enrnngemenl 

You  will  then  dob]  bore  and  relie1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant) 

.1   A.  Dabxgbbn, 

/»'/  >//'      I  'in.  H  dg,     South     .  1  /■/■■///  I 

rAentenant-Oommander  Jowathas  I 


nanaer  Madigan,  ('.   S.  w  .rbr  M* 

g^Md  mtm i torn. 

Fi.ac-Stkami  u  1'im  aoki.h: 
IWt  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <  .'■■^ 

Sir:  Too  much  depends  on  the  aba  •  ority  of  every  monitor  to 

omit  the  least  precaution. 

Que  rebels  are  quite  as  well  aware  of  this  as  ourselves,  and  the  i 
fa  to  of  t  lie   Water  Wttoh  will  eot  be  without  its  uses.     I  fear  thai  nay 
instructions  of  February  Vd  (No.  20)  irero  not  fully  carried  out  in  that 
vessel 

Besides  the  torpedo  nettings  which  you  nave,  there  should  be  board- 
ing nettings  oarned  around  the  monitor  b] 

The  patrol  boats  should  never  be  omitted,  and  ought  to  be  kept  in 
motion  SB  much  : 

A  lookout  mi^lit  he  posted  after  dark  on  the  nearesl  shore,  bidden 
from  view,  with  orders  to  fire  bis  piece  on  seeing  any  suspicion 

Yon  have  one  gunboat  and  I  send  anotht 

In  cusc  ol  any  attempt  to  board  your  vessel  the  hatches  -h<>uld  he 
closed  immediately,  and  all  hands  sent  to  quarters  in  readiness  to 
sweep  the  deck  with  grape  and  canister. 

II  e  two  gunboats  are  to  be  placed  so  that  their  guns  will  also  sweep 
your  deck  with  grape  or  canister  at  short  range,  and  their  guns  so 
led. 

Tin-  <_ri  in  boats  must  look  to  their  torpedo  and  boarding  netti 

f;uns  oast  loose  and  loaded  with  grape,  small  arms  stacked  at  banoL 
oaded  with  buckshot,  men  armed  with  bowie  knives.     *    *     *    Pi 
boats  at  sigh 

Before  dark  they  will  report  rendim  i  by  signal  in  thi 

particulars^ 

I  wish  also  i  hat  you  would  endeavor  to  establish  communication  with 
the  vessels  at  Tybee  and  the  telegraph  at.  Pula-ki  to  this  place. 
Other  precautions  no  doubt  will  Bllggesl  themselves  to  you. 
What  u  mas  be  relieved  you  will  be  careful  to  hand  these 

Instructions  to  j  oo  r  snoot 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  A   Dahlgben, 
Rt'<  County.  South  At  'ton. 

Lieutenant -Commander  J  no.  Maimoan.  dr., 

nd'-mj    (  mm/'/  /'it '  ijMOO. 


sot 


oil 


Unit  of  Rear- .  !>"l(hjren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieu 

f    WaCKMt  ?.    &  (  'hi]. 

proceed  to  Philo 


■ 


FLAG'S]  PHILADELPHIA. 

.  yal  Harbor^  8.  r.   .!„,,,  • 
Sib:  After  havinpr  exchanged  \  our  crew  tor  persons  whose  trim-  of 
service  have  exj>  i  will  proceed  with  the  C 

innnH  to  Philadelphia,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Commodore 
C  K.  Strihlinjif.  commandant  of  the  naval  station  here,  for  repairs  \>< 
yonr  vessel,  and  also  to  tin'  honorable  Secretary  oi  tin  Navy  by  letter, 
forwarding  to  him  :i  copy  of  these  orders, 

Very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlori 
A'-  ■  '/•  .  1  "'./•  //-•-.' 'r.  (  .    <■><<(/,  AManiio  M  .  .,■  8guam 

Lieatenant>Commandei  A.  \V.  Weaver, 

Oommanding  f  ■  8.  8,  ('/"'j'jtewa. 


Instructions  of  Commodore  Roiron.  U.  8,  Navjfrtc  ('■><■■  Cooper \ 

for  tl>-  mt >'«/  ft>r 

U.  S.  S.  New   Ikmnsioks, 
Off  Ghorketon  BaryJuru  0,  tf0£ 
Snti       h'.ii  leave  here  this  evening  for  Port  Royal.     Vim  will  please 
take  charge  oi  the  force  inside  Charleston  Bar  and  keep  the  admiral 
informed  of  passing  events  al  least  once  a  week,  or  oftener  if  called 
for  by  oocorrences  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Von  will  doI  permit  the  rebels  to  extend  themselves  beyond  their 
present  limits,  and  the  boouI  boats  most  be  kepi  actively  employed  in 
taking  notes  of  movements  in  the  harbor.  In  emergencies  you  will 
have  tin-  usual  discretion.  Forordinarj  communication  pou  will  find 
the  arm]  mall  from  Stono  convenient  by  sending  an  officer  to  bear 
your  disputchrs  if  von  deem  it  Decessa] 

There  is  one  coal  schooner  in  the  lmrlior  with  189  available  tons  of 
coal.    The  papers  for  the  tinal  discharge  tewitfa  enclosed. 

Verv  respectfully, 

s.  C.  Rowan. 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Commander  G.  H.  Cooper, 

Oon  ../  ('.  S  8,  Sangamon. 


Rutiruotions  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  (  I 

Ham. son.  !  wy.oommandi  ■■'.  8.  Flog^j 

the  naval  force  outside  Charleston  B< 

S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Ck  Bar,  Juru 6",  m\. 

Sir:  I  shall  leave  here  this  evening  for  Port  Royal.  You  will  please 
take  charge  of  the  force  outside  ( Sharleston  Bar  and  keep  the  admiral 
informed  of  passing  events  at  leant  once  a  week,  or  oftener  if  called 
for  by  occurrences  of  more  than  ordinary  iuterest. 
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Besides  th>-  iMinl  lilookide,  you  •••ill  bav<  a  careful  watch  Impt  m 
the  small  Islets  9  of  Snlllvaii'e  Esho 

Id  bi  nriD  have  the  usual 

oonuDunioatioD  yon  will  and  the  •■»  eoirrejueul 

Bendi  f  von  doom  il  iw< 

You  will  oommunioate  whenevei  proper  with  th< 

orthward  of  this  port.    Th<  ill  be  here  in. a 

few  day-;,  when  she  la  to  resume  her  station  off  Georgetown  ave 

the  '  '■',  which  latter  vessel  will  resume  beT  station  off  Chai  leston. 

Very  respectfully. 

8.    C.    K..WAS. 

(  ,. . 

Commander  J.  (.'.  Whlxambow, 

Commanding  V.  8.  8,  Flaa, 


Order  of  fi  foal  Da/rfgrm,  for  &jy- 

.•/..'  o/'lA*  A".  \. 

and  Shark. 

I  1  \i;  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Qf 

Snt:  You  will  have  the  schooner  X"-//>  coppered  as  soon  a 
hie  and  prepare  her  to  receive  two  L2-pounder  howitse 

Tin-  shark  will  :  be  able  to  carry  two  34-poundera  and  two 

12 -pound. -i    howitzers.     You  will  please  prepare  her  to  receive  this 
armament 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1    \.  Dahlobbn, 
\ilm!r<il.  (oiiuhj.  South  Atlantic  Blod  ■">. 

Commander  William  Rbtnoli 

■'■■"'  !>■  ji-<<.  /'■■.'■'  li"i/uL 


Order  of  JRear- Admiral  J)ah&  1,  to  Con. 

( .  >  S.  S.  M  roceed  with 

to  Ph&addpK 

Plao-9team  a  Philadelphia, 

Off  Mont. <  hJ.-iwl,  South  Carolina,  J  •/>','. 

Silt:  When  the  Neir  I  Itus  l>wn  pr<  \  ou  will 

proceed  with  her  to  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard,  and  on  your  arrival 
repoii  to  the  Na\\  Department  and  to  Commodore  S&ribling,  the 
1  ominandanl  of  the  \ ard. 

Previous  to  leaving  Port  Royal,  you  will  complete  the  transfers  of 
men  directed  in  ;i  previous  order,  and  receive  in  return  such  men  as 
may  be  entitled  to  discharge  by  the  expiration oi  their  terms  of  sen 
Wishing  you  a  pleasant  passage  bomewai  [, 

I  am,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  -■•  rvanjt, 

J.  A.  Dahlgbjeh, 
h'< a,  Admiral,  Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading 

Commodore  B.  Ci  Bowah, 

.  C  8>  St  li  \;'i'--'.  ]'■  .   1 
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LoU  l//,'-/  '  ar- Admiral 

V-  W,  8.  .Yii'y,  i;>j>i  .  Interview. 

IIeaDQUABTKKS    DEPARTMENT   OF  THE   SOUTH, 

UOkm  //■"/.    R  '\.  June  8,  1864. 
Admiral:  Will  von  do  me  the  fa\or  to  inform  me  when  you  pro- 
•  to  visit  the  fleet  near  Charleston  1     I  would  like  to  go  there  at 

the   BOM    Um€    to   consult    vvith   you   upon  some  matters  relating  to 

operation!  In  that  district 

\n\  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

.1.  G.  Foster. 
Major-  Ge/h  nil,  t  bmmandhff. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahujiikn,  U.  S.  Navy. 


„,,<!  tifciHilfof  dron, 

Flac.-Steamee  PHILADELPHIA, 
OJ  I,  South  ftm*9,  1864. 

Efts:  1  write  this  tetter  and  hurry  off  the  Queen  expressly  to  inform 
the  Department  that  the  stork  of  coal  i-  nearly  exhausted,  and  if  sot 
replenished  Is  a  fowdaya,  will  bring  the  operations  of  the  squadron 

to  a  stain  I. 

Then  m.s  at  this  place  and  800  tons  at  Port  Royal  for  a 

force  which  consumes  I -jo  t<>  i:;i>  tons  daily.  I  have  tried  tn  borrow 
of  the  army,  hut  there  is  none  to  lend. 

On  the  I4tli  May  I  apprised  the  Bureau  that   then-  were  B,QO0  i 
09  hand,  and  Baked  for  an  increase. 

May  17.  I  informed  tie-  Bureau  that  there  we.r  Ions  on  hand, 

anil  that  the  consumption  Was  196  tens  daily. 

May  88,  I  wrote  the  Bureau  that,  there  were 990  bona  on  hand  at 

Port  Royal  and  2' to  at  this  place. 

June.  •'».  B8  1  had  received  neither  coal  nor  any  replj  from  the 
Bureau,  I  wrote  to  the  Navy  Department  that  1  had  not  a  week's  coal 
on  hand. 

The  Denartn unt  can  readily  anticipate  the  OOnaequeooea  that  will 
be  unavoidable  if  the  si,.,  si  becomes  eiiiaustea,  which  ia  nearly 

the  ea.se  at  this  tine-. 

I  take  the  opportunity  to  appriae  the  Department  that  on  the  2d 
instant  the  l'.  s.  s.  Womiutta,  stationed  at  I  3eorgetownj  chased  a 
ride  reamer  till  she  ran  ashore.     She  proved  to  be  the   AW. 

of  London,  with  an  assorted  cargo.  After  a  fruitless  effort  to  get  her 
afloat,  aha  was  destroyed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  yOUTObedieul    servant, 

J.     A.     I  >AHl.OKJ  N, 

Haw- A<1,n> oil.  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  8.—1  beg  leave  to  add  that  the  stock  of  500  tons  above  named 
will  not  till  up  the  existing  deficiencieE  ,,f  the-  steamers,  which  renders 
the  situation  here  very  critical. 
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■,,   Nam  f.  $ 

\w\  Depj  Sf. 

Sir:  Tho  U.  S.  ship  Cburier  aafled  from  New  York  on  the 
ultimo  for  New  Orleans  with  stores.     On   her  return  iln  -|> af 

Port  Royal  to  replace  tin-  U.  B.  ship  Supply, 
Wry  respectful ly,  ft 4 •., 

Gim.uN  Welles, 

Saerdary  qf  Na 
Roar- Admiral  .Ions  A.  Daiti 

hi.  South  Atlantic  [ilorkmHtiij  Squadron,  Port  R 


Order  of  tht    Secretary  of  th*  Navy  to  Lie\ 

I '.  &    \  s.  .v.  / ' 

Navt  DEPARTMENT,  Jiti  &£. 

Sue :  Proceed  with  the  I".  S.  S.  Ptintooeucia  New  fork  and  then 
complete  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  after  which  proceed  wUh  her  with 
all  practicable  dispatch  off  Charleston  and  report  to  Bear-Admiral 

.John  A.  DaliL  u  11  f'oi  duty  in  tin:  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad 
Wi  tfulij .  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

■ 

Lieutecant-Oommander  Qbo.  A.  Stevens, 

Cbmnumding  I  ■  S.  s'.  l'<<i>t<MmiC)  Bafh%  Sfe, 


Order  qftJu  Secretary  of  thr  Navy  to  Commander  J> 
oojnmanding  U,  o.    s".   Iosco,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  th*    churl. 
"blockade. 

Navy  Department,  June 9%  ISO',. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  V.  8.  S.  foaoo  to  New  Vork  and  there  com- 
plete the  crew  of  the  ressel,  after  which  proceed  with  all  practicable 
dispatch  off  Charleston  and  report  bo  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren 
for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully.  rt«\, 

Gideon  Welli 

Sea  /  .V' 

Comsiandei  A.  J.  Drake. 

Cbmmanding  U,  8.  S.  fo#(*>,    I 


Letter  from  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy  *>•  Rear-Admiral  Da) 
U.  S.  Navy.  ■!(><";  gta  qf  a  prisoner  regarding 

federate  qffi 

Navy  Department,  Jum  9 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  an  extract  from  a  statement  of  James  If. 
■din  (prisoner  a1    Fori  Warren),  late  captain  and  director  of  the 
'ith   Hattuln.n   afarine  and   Harbor   Engineers,  ('.  S.  Army,  in 
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reference  to  B  rebel  rani  in  the  Savannah  River,  and  the  design 
of  the  insurgents  to  tod  out  a  large  I  otton  ready  for  shipment 

near  I  '<< 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

<  rlDEON   WeLI.I 

fW'tn/. 
Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  DaHLOEI 

Gomdij.  Sov&h  AUcmtio  Bloekdff.  Squadron^  off  Chart. 

[Xntiomirc.] 

Kxti'  •  //.  Hani  and 

on  J/'J  rin>:  U  .<0, 

AJong  the  ooasl  oi  Georgia.  60  miles  Kontfc  of  Savannah  and  3  miles 
north  of  the  port  of  Darien,  Mcintosh  County,  on  tin'  plantations  of 
Randolph  Spaukhng,  Mr,   RAabery,  John  Mackintosh,  and   Mr.  U. 

Barnwell    Khett.  formerly  of  Souto   Carolina,  there  •   88,000 

bales  of  cotton,  reload  si  18,000,000.    Tbgei  this  cotton  to  Euro] 

one  of  first  wishes  of  Mr.  Memminger.  To  cover  their  designs  and 
<livoTi  the  attention  ol  the  Federal  Government)  t  toted 

a  nun  at  Beech  [sland,  in  the  Savannah  River,  L50  miles  from  Savan- 
nah and  6  miles  from  Augusta,  Ga.  This  mm  was  baHl  last  summer 
and  fall  by  J.  11.  Hammond  (I  mean  under  his  direction  and  expense), 
of  Beech  Island,  formerly  governor  of  South  Carolina,  from  railroad 
iron  taken  from  the  LibbyviUe  Branch  Railroad,  in  tie  Edgefield  die* 

trict.  The  intention  is  to  run  her  down  I"  Savannah,  and  make 
demonstration- o|[  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  Ivivei.  and  «ret  round 
to  Beaufort  if  possible,  and  accomplish  what  they  I   if  she 

should  become  Dsdanaered,  blow  her  op.  it  is  hoped  thai  this  diver- 
sion will  enable  the  blockade  runnel  » rear  of  Wioldnson 
inland  timber  docks  and  between  EL  Barnwell  Rhettfa  plantation  and 
John  Mackintosh's  and  loud  the  cotton,  some  82^000  hales,  and  run  it 
into  Nassau  or  CSenfuegos  de  I     i      They  can  ran  onl  under  the  fog, 

covered  and  protected  from  the  main  •••can  l>\   the  Alabama*  I 
Giorgio,  and  the  HbogUo.     Keep  :i  sharp  lookout  for  this  ram.     I 
have  Been  her  and  been  aboard  of  her. 


Let  Or  from  Roar-Ad  ■.  f '.  v  ■•  Majot 

/''",-■/,/.  I'.   S.  Armij.  ■  ■<>/   '!,■    :,'!.'<■</■  r  of  m   the 

A,  .."//. 

Flag  Stf.amf.r  PmLADBU'HlA, 
Of  Morrii  Itkmd,  SoutA  Carolina,  Juru  9,  186^ 

General:   I  have  to  thank  von  for  the  twenty-nine  men  transferred 

for  service  in  the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  "the  order  of  the  War 

IVp.irtment. 

They  are  very  acceptable,  for  there  is  not  n  vessel  in  the  squadron 
with  her  complement,  except  the  ironclads,  and  ihem  are  BO 

short  handed  that  they  are  not  defensible  against  tt  rigorous  assault 
by  boarding. 

With  great  reluctance  I  have  bee]  ged  to  withdraw  the  vesseia 
at  St.  Catherine's,  Sapclo,  Doboy,  St.    Simon's,  and  St      \  ml  row's 
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from  [aeAde  blockade,  and  place  thorn  oir  not   ho 

Attacked  and  run  e«>uiinimi<  :U«-  rendily  with  eaeh  Other. 

Of  coarse  thia  Involves  much   liaaavantage,  but  I  shall,  as  soon  as' 
reinfoived,  enuse  n  return  to  the  inside  U 

1  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.   I  >  \ i { i  • ; i : k. n . 

Rear  Adm  ndff,  South  J  uaaron*. 

Major-General  J.  <!.  Postbb, 

Conuhj.  l),jit.  oft/,.'  South,  Headquarter*  Bitton  ll-ud. 


Report  of  Itrur  A'h  >>.!'.  8.  Xtwy  rega. 

situation  qf\ 

No.  254-1  Fi.ao-Stkamki:  Philaokiimi  \. 

OffMorrU  fchmd,  J 

Sue:  1  wrote  last  night  by  the  Queen,  informing  you  <«f  the  erit 
•it  nation  «>f  the  squadron  for  franc  of  coal. 

The  quantity  Left  on  board  the  very  smalLand 

Donsnmi  soon.    The  small  quantity  m»t  issued  will 

for  the  monitors. 

The  consequences  of  failing  rtant  supply  will  bet 

inability  of  the  steamers  to  move,  and  therefore  a  suspension  of  the 
Mockacle.     Secondly,  the  impossibility  of  moving  the  monitors 
in  face  of  the  enemy,  which,  under  existing  circumstances,  might  lead 
I"  disaster. 

I  have  written  repeatedly  to  the   Bureau  of   Equipment  during  the 

month  of  May.  bat  nave  failed  to  receive  svea  a  reply. 

The  army  Can  not  lend  any  coal,  and  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try in  this  quarter  axe  now  aaaaraed  tor  the  want  of  some  fuel. 
Passages  are  protracted  at  this  season  because  of  the  prevalence  of 

southerly  winds,  hut  that  la  expected,  and  is  only  the  stronger  reason 
fur  forwarding  a  sii|  lier. 

This  is  the  third  instar  I  have  commanded,  when  the  coal 

has  given  out.     Before,  the  army  lent  me  some;  now  it   is  unable  to 
do  so. 

The  utmost  dispatch  of  some  fuel  by  steamers  will  l>e  required  to 
prevent  difficulty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgheb, 

t\hu>r<il.  Oomdg,  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  "U  ki.i.ks. 
thJ 


[Ftr*t  crnl'invraent.] 


Copy  to  Captain  Adams,  and  state  that  the  IVpartmi  nl  regret*  that 
this  condition  of  things  should  ha  tn,  apparently  from  the  want 

of  due  care  on  his  part 


Charter  scows  by  telegraph  and  send  coal   instantly  at  any  sacrifice. 

\V|  ki.i.ks]. 


x BBsaaai 
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Report  <•/  Anting  ■■«,  K  8,  .  S. 

rtSlitta,    i:>l>'r>l'<»<j   ,i    , 

ii  myaA  Ba 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsl-tta, 
Of  9&  Bar,  ./•  r,!h 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tlint  on  tin-  &th  instant,  at  *.*  a.  m.,  I 
weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  the  river  t<>  reconnoitei  the  i<att 
built  by  the  rebel-.  especially  tin-  one  on  Cat  Inland.     As  1  approached 
I  trained  the  BO-p  Ot  gun  upon  it  and  lired  several  shots. 

A>  I  drew  above  South  Island  point,  and  the  broadside  guns  DOTQ,  I 
also  fired  from  thorn  with  the  result  as  Bhown  in  tin-  enclosed  report. 
It  bad  the  effect  of  driving  out  the  rebel  piokets  stationed  there,  sod  I 
could  see  that  nothing  hud  been  done  toward  mounting  guns.  As  the 
tide  was  falling,  I  bad  no  time  to  send  a  boat  to  examine. 

I  then  stood  down  and  crossed  the  bar  and  stood  to  the  north 
for  the  place  where  we  had  de  I  the  blockade  runner  Bos*  on  the 

3d,  and  as  we  drew  up  with  it.  saw  i  large  party  of  mounted  men  near 
the  wreck  and  buitdmgs,  at  which  1  Bred  several  BheUs,  stands  of 

f  rape,  and  round  shot,  ae  aoted  in  me  report  of  firing  enclosed.  After 
riving  « »tr  tin-  rebels,  who  had  apparently  been  si  worl  trying  to  save 
tin  ir<m  and  parts  of  the  machinery  of  the  wreck  of  the  Rose,  I  returned 
and  anchored  off  Georgetown  Bar  as  close  in  as  prudence  would  per 

mil.  in  accordance  with  orders  received  per  D.  S.  B.  A>/..s,V  the  pre- 
vious evening. 

I  ani,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

(Has.  W.  Lee, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

Bear  Admiral  John  A.  Pahlgren, 

Oomdg.  8.  Atlantic  Blvckdg.  $<ju<id.,  FUujxhip  Philadelphia, 


Letter  ft  "in  Ugren.IT.  6*.  Navy,  to  M  .vol 

Fbster,  V.  8.  Army,  stating  hie  inability  U  with  tl«  r<  quest 

for  a  vessel  l<>  guard  (  hldbogw  Sound. 

Vi.\r, -Stkamer  Philadelphia. 
of  .]/':,-  •'-  Island,  Sbuift  Carolina,  June  10,  lSGJ^. 
General:  I  received  yours  of  the  8th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a 
note  from  ( foneral  Hatcn. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  his  suggestion,  bull  the 
reduced  number  of  vessels  in  the  squadron  prevent  me  from  efficiently 
blockading  existing  Btations,  and  will  compel  me  to  withdraw  from 
some  of  them,  unless  speedily  reinforced. 

All  the  vessels  of  tin-  squadron  are  very  ahorthanded,  and  some  of 
them  even  more  so  than  the  !IV/.7j,  which  naturally  occasion*! 

their  withdrawal  from  the  inside  blockade  until  my  force  is  suihYienllv 
i  j  t«>  enal  to  restart 

squadron   is  now  short  of  vessels,  short  of  men.  and  almost 
entirely  out  of  coal. 


L'B.    ATLANTIC    BJ  No   BQUABBOH. 

I  Mill  I  unable  to  put  i  rone]  hi  the CaUtorae  [Sound],  I  would 
thai  ■  small  be  placed  there,  whi<h  would  effeotui 

stop  tin-  Water  Witch  from  going  through. 

Very  respectfully,  yo  lent  servant, 

.1.  A.  DAKLQKm, 
Rear-Admiral^  South  Atlantic  Bloobdg, 

Major-General  J.  (i.  Foster. 

.../y.  i>.j  v  South,  li  HUton  li 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  DaMgren,  U.   S.   Navy^  to  Zdeutenant  Mac- 

k&une,  I  ■  <s-  .\><'-u.  to  a  landoftke  U.  8.  8.  H 

1"i.\i;-Stkamki:   PHILADELPHIA, 
Off  M  „//.  Jum  n.  tiNtf. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  IT.  S.  ironclad  /" 
will   report  on  board'  the  U.  S.  s.   ]  ieve  Lieutenant 

i  uiiunU-1  EL  EL  Stone  of  the  command  of  that  vernal. 
Very  respectfully,  70111  obedient  aervanti 

J.  A.  Dahxoken, 
Rt  South  Atlantic  Blochdg.  Sguaaro 

Lieutenant  A.  8.  Hagkbhzxe, 

r.  8.  $,  r,it<,j- 


Order  gf  Rear- Admiral  DaMgron,  /'.  8.  Navy \  to  Lieut- <>><ot-( 
mmaar  Stone,  U%  -s'.  Navy^toa  8.  /'■/'-/ 

Jon 

PLAO  SlKAMKH    PHILADELPHIA, 

off  Morri.*  leland,  South  '.  June  IK  1864* 

sn::  You  arc  herefry  relieved  oi  the  oommand  of  the  17.  s.  S. 
Winona  and  will  assume  """""""1  of  the  LT.  8.  8.  PatdJbneeon  hex 
arrival  at  Ossabaw,  where  yon  will  remain  with  heron  the  blockade. 
\t-r\  respectfully,  your obedj  .ant, 

J.  \.  Dahlqbsn, 
Ii>  Comdg.  South  AUantio  Blockdg.  Souadron. 

Lieutenant-Oimimiult AC  E*  B.  SfOBX. 

Cbnwtanding  f  ■  8-  >s'-   Wtnonetf  Oeeabow. 


Report  of  Rear  Admiral  DaMpren,  U,    • 

of  a  hlockwl-  1  n,  <uol  urging  the  necessity  of 

increased  force  oj  the  blockade. 

No.  2.)7. 1  Flao-Stbahhb  Philadelphia, 

Off  M  South  '  .  IS04. 

Sik:  I(  is;il\vii\:-  with  (is.1  greatest  ivhuiunn* that  I  transmit  unpleas- 
ant news,  but  ol  course  the  Department  would  rather  have  it  from 
myself  than  other  sour*  •■-. 

A  steamer  passed  out  from  Charleston  last  night  aud  escaped. 
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went  quite  near  bo  the  outride  picket  '  ►•  »;it .  so  that  the  proper 
ii  .\:i .  niudc  in  time,  hut  the  outside  blockade  tu  too  weak  to 
head  her  off  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night. 

Tin-  only  reeseta  outside  were  the  /''Wand  the  Saf\/brd,  vntfa  b 
The  three  beel  tod  hstesl  vessels  wera  absent— the  Oanandtrigua  al 
Port  Royal,  under  repair;  tibeWutona  in  plaoeol    Water  H'V,/..  cap- 
tun" I.  and   Vijnic.  gone  north  tar  coal. 

Had  they  I >«-<*■!  here,  the  steamer  would  have  been  taken. 

Under  date  of  June  »>  1  stated  the  inadequacies  of  the  present  force 
and  Its  increasing disability* 

Absent    north,  for  repair:    Mnrhh.-head^    Fl>imh,  ■■■■>■■.    /'atom 
<oa,  uml  Huron, 

Unserviceable,  abort  to  go  north:  UhatUUannd  Ohippewk 

Withdrawn  from  blockade  to  Inoroa&o  the  force  in  one  St.  John's: 
/',■,/..  . .  Mt&haak  '.  sad  ( bfaemb 

Lost:   How  ind  fitfi 

Thirteen  veaoriln  in  all.  twelve  of  which  are  iteamers,  and  J  am  just 
in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  Wusahickon,  indicating  tin   | 
of  her  services  for  a  time.     I  enclose  copy  of  the  paper*(I''. 

The  South  On  with  which  the  Department  • 

the  UfaMOoKuMtte,  tl gfc  disabled  in  steam,  has  ■  good  battery,  and 

her  withdraws]  will  leave  only  the  Harvest  M<»>><.  with  two  boat  guns 

and  a  light  rille.  and  a  si  hooner  to  take  care  of  the  Savannah  River; 
sin-,  too,  under  repair. 

In  the  second  place,  <>f  all  the  vessels  in  the  squadron  the  ironclads 
alone  are  kept  folly  manned;  all  the  others  are.  saortbanded,  and  some 

•  •lously  SO. 

The  Water  WUeh  was  17  mem  short  when  taken,  and  was  probably 
the  most  efficient  rrnsrrl  of  the  eight  stationed  south  of  Wassaw,  via, 
Ossabaw,  St.  Catherine's,  Bapelo,  Do  boy,  AUaniulm.  St.  Simon's,  St 
Andrews,  ami  lVrnandina. 

The  immediate  Qouseqaenee  oi  her  capture  was  to  remove  a  more 

DOWerful  vessel  from  this  place  in  order  to  meet  the  emergencies  at 
Ossabaw,  to  add  another  gunboat  at  Wassaw  to  aid  tin-  monitor,  and 
to  preclude  even   the  possibility  of  an  attempt   there,  to  withdraw  all 

the  vessels  south  of  Ossabaw  from  inside  t<>  outside  blockade,  ther 

disorganizing  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  and  giving  the  rebels  more 

Bcope.  and  finally  to  take  away  the  vessel  from  we  AJtamaha,  in  order 

to  assist  the  Midnight  at  Doboy,  which  Vessel  is  not  only  shorthnnde  j. 
but.  reported  to  be  nnseaworthy. 

Ii   is   incon\enient   in  other  ways.      Iain   not  able  to  command  men 
enough  for  a  strong  detachment  in  boats  when  it  hecouies  necessary  to 
support  the  SCOO  tins;  boats  at  night,  foi  which  pur]H>se  at  least  ad  i 
boats  and  about  800  men  I Or  Dtawa  and    reliefs   bj   night  and  da; 

needed. 

1  hope  it  will  be  convenient  for  the  Department  to  send  me  ten  or 
twelve  efficient  steamers  at  once  to  supply  the  deficiencies  sin 
honed. 

The  Bureau  of  Equipment  informs  me  that  the  \>>r  IlomjKsfiireifSA 
bring  meabont  L,000  men.  but  as  that  vessel  may  not  be  here  for  a 
month  or  two,  we  ma\   lose  more  meanwhile  than  we  can  regain. 

The  Department  will    perceive  by  the  enclosed  letter.  "A."  that  the 

military  authorities  are  troubled  about  the  possibilities  of  a  raid  through 
•Not  Qece&ary  to  publish.    This  repoi  i  slates  tliat  the  vessel  needs  minor  repairs. 
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Callbogue  Sound.      I  have  three  vessels  in   that  vi  ill  of  whi 

together,  :ir«'  not  very  s: 1 1  isfador 

The  steam  of  the  Sou&hl  aroUna  is  in  very  poorcondHioD  sad  if 
power  would  hardly  drive  her 4  kn 

draft  of  water  is  also  unsuitable  for  interior  channels. 

The  //./.  ias  three  very  small  guns,  two  of  which  an 

guns,  and  the  Wo*  I  has  no  irtifisin 
I  have  reoonunended  to  the  general  to  place  a  battery  on  shi 

command  the  wuteis.  an'  oll.-nd  to  mount  IXin.h  guns  tb 

As  the  II "-  ■''  i-  too  -in  rthanded  to  w  ithstand  a  hoarding  operation, 
and  1  have  n  hex,  1  have  asked  the  commanding 

general  bo  pot  ■  company  of  soldiers  on  board  of  her  at  night. 

With  the  reinforcements  I  have  asked  tor  all  risks  wfl 
in  this  respect,  and  I  shall  ho  able  to  resume  nil  the  stations  formerly 
occupied  along  the  ooe 

I  have  the  honor  to  '»•.  very  respectfully,  your  obedieni 

.1.  A.  Dahd 
lit-tir- All  minify  Comdij.  >'"■  Bloekdg. 

Hon.  Gideon  Well; 

Secretary  of  tfie  Navy. 

[Enclosure  A  ] 

Headquarters  DnPABTMBHT  of  the  South, 

HUton  //>"•;.  S.  c.  Jutu  //,  m*. 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  certified  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  John  P.  Hatch,  commanding  district 
of  Hilton  Head,  era,  giving  particulars  in  regard  to  the  informal 
obtained  from  oti  Prom  the  rebelli  tates  to  the 

Water  Witch.    I  r^prrtfully  solicit  your  attention  to  General  Hatch's 
request  for  a  naval  force  in  Calibogue  Sound. 

I  have  the  honor  to  h«\  wry  resjieet fully,  your  obedirnt  servant* 

.1.  t;.  Footbr. 

Major 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  DaKLOBBW, 

<on  Atlantic  Blockading  s,ju<Hlr<>n. 

[Subeucltunire  ] 
HkADQUAHTKKM    DlSTElOT    TTlI.TON    H  EA  D.  K I 

HUton  Heady  6'.  C,  -f»>,t  //.  /■• 
Captain:  The  examination  made  bj  myself  >■!'  the  deserters  train 
Savannah  elicited  the  fdlofi  ins  important  nets:  The  rebels  are  engaged 

I  in  taking  out  the  puns  of  the   Watt  r  Witi  I'  for  the  purpose  of  lig' 
ing  her  sufficiently  to  suable  her  to  pass  through  Tbunderl>olt  I 
into  the  Savannah  River.      I  would  again  call  tin-  attention  of  the  major 
general  commanding  to  the  danger   from  attack   from  the  combined 
naval  force  of  theenenrj  upon  the  Bouthernend  of  Hilton  Head  Island) 
unless  an  ample  naval  force  is  kepi  in  CalibogUO  Sound. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Jno.  P.  Hat«  ii, 
Brigud 
Captain  W.  L.  M.  HntoER, 
AuhUtnt  Aifj)';  'TOl. 

There  is  in  Savannah  -i  steamship,  built  since  the  war,  eonipli 
fitted  for  «ea,  called  No.  10,  supposed  to  lie  intended  fora  MockadTo 
runner. 
A 


f\\ 
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Report  of  Commander  WUUtmwoy^  U.  8,  flfrey,  •  K  &  & 

Flni}y  regarding  //<•  ope, 

V.  S.  g 

ey  ( ■■/■■         /tifw  /.'.  /-sv;^. 

Snt:  I  have  to  report  tbutou  the  nvHTvng  of  the  LStia  instant  1  cap 
I  ofl  Charleston  the  i  with  15  bales  "f  eotl 

The  i  ii-j-hi  and  was  captured  by  dm  just 

i.  m..  U  miles  !•".   N    E.  od  me  light-ship. 
K'c.-j )<•«•(  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  c.  Williamson, 

I  [on,  (ili'Ko.N    WxLLBSj 

Secretary  of  th\    V"-'.,.   Washington^  D.  ('■ 


Order  Of  th.  rt/xftf,,     Novij  if    Mtrxf,r  Ibimlhi,    ['.   S. 

■■_>/.  oommandmg  I .  ?,  9.  WadMue, 

Navy   DEi'AiSTSiENT.  June  13.  186$. 

Sib;  Proceed  with  the  D.  s.  s.  {;/•///>'„/ ir.«.  ofl  Charleston,  s.  c.,  and 
report  to  Bear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren  lor  dutj  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Very  respect  lull  v.  etc, 

OlDEoN     WELLES. 
Sir  i 

Acting  Master  J.  C.  Hamlin. 
mtnondino  I .  S.  S.  Oi 


Madiolu*,  Pntiadt  Iphia, 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  TfoMgren.  U.  8   Navy.  >•■  ■  d /■<>><, 

s.    Vavy,  senior  officer  <>ff  Charleston^  urging  ttpeoial  trigilanM 
'he  blockade. 

FlaO-StEAMER   PHILADELPHIA. 

Off  Morrix  [xhimL  South  Carolina,  Jum  l-L  IXGl^. 
Sik:  1  have  good  reason  to  believe  thai  attempts  will  he  made  very 

shortly  by  several  steamers  to  run  ihe  blockade. 

Every  effort  must  be  made  i<>  prevent  this,  though  the  force  under 

your  eon i maud  is  iimrh  more  reduced  than  I  would  desire. 

The  Ntpeic  should  be  back  Very  shortly:  she  has  gone  in  search  of 
coal.  The  Wtnona  has  taken  the  place  of  the  11'//. r  UV/V//,  recently 
captured  by  the  reliels. 

As  it  is  rery certain  that  the  Sullivan's  bland  Channel  alone  is  used 
to  pass  in.  might  it  not  be  better  to  eoltert  the  vessels  in  that  direc- 
tion after  dark!    Thi>.  of  coarse,  Is  lefl  to  youi  own  fudgment 

o.i  Batoxday  night  a  vessel  passed  the  blockade  outward  bound 
without  eeo  by  any  of  our  vessels  outside,  and  though  the 

proper  signal  was  made  by  the  picket    boat  on    Drunken    Dick,  no 
notice  was  taken  by  the  vi  the  outer  blockade. 

You  will  please  ask  an  explanation  of  this  from  Captain  Williamson, 
who  was  the  senior  officer  outside  al  that  time, 
Very  respectfully,  your  oltedienl  servant. 

.J.  A.  Dahi.<i:kn. 
A\  .//•-. I <?, i, >'/■'"',  Oojndg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadfon. 

Captain  J,  K.  Q  it  KEN, 

■  i  '■•••/.  >'.  <r  off  Charleston  Bar. 
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/,,/.•  >-ti  DaAl$  /.  •'"  Mojo r-tr't .'■ 

iV.  .1/v.  v.  '///'  r'nxj  f/i. 

11""/'/,  for  Sound* 

Flau-Stkamek  Phzlasslfb 

Gknkkai.:  Youiv  of  the  l  it.li  is  just  received  in  regard  t"  the  possi- 
bility <>l  an  attack  by  the  rebels  with  the  Water  Witch  on  the  khiI 
rial  of  Hilton  Bead  Island,  and  a  suggestion  thai  I  would  plwv  a  wssrl 
in  Calibogue  Bound 

Th<-  schooner  Ward  is  now  Lying  la  the  channel  leading  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  can  be  placed  wherevei  il  maj  be  most  desirable  to  prei 
the  Attack  thai  General  Hatch  apprehends.    The  batten  of  the  II 
ists  of  four,  long  82-poundera,  which  is  very  much  heavier  tl 
anything  the  Water  Witon  carries. 

If  this  vessel  is  ropported  by  a  battery  «»"  the  sontfa  end  of  Hilton 
Head  [aland,  the   Water  Witch  will  hardly  feature  an  attack.     This 
battery  might  consist  of  two  of  three  IX  inch  gone,  which  I  will  b 
placed  there,  if  anient  for  yon  to  have  breastworks  thrown 

up  and  platforms  laid. 

The  steamer  if  \Toon-,  which  lies  nearTybee,  would  soon  p 

ticipate  in  the  defense  when  it  bo  assart. 

'I lie  chief  danger  "i  the  vessels  in  Tybee  will  be  from  boarding,  a« 
they  are  deficient  in  the  number  oi  crews.  I  would  suggest,  therefore. 
that  a  company  of  veteran  soldiers  be  ordered  to  report  to  the  com- 
mending  officers  of  the  vessels  everj  nighl  for  duty. 

1  wish  very  much  it.  was  in  my  power  to  ph  suitable  vessels 

there,  but  1  nave  already  apprised  you  under  date  of  the  loth  that  the 
force  under  in\  command  is  so  mi  need  in  the  number ol 

and  of  nan  that  it  will  be  u  matter  of  great  difficulty  with  me  to  retain 
i  .•   i-i  .  :it  their  pre  tern"  1 1  itiona 

As  BOOH  as  the  delicieneie<  in    these   respects  shall  1m'  made  up  from 

the  North.  I  will  place  such  a  force  nenr  Calibogue  as  will  prevent  anj 
attempt  by  tin1  Watt r  Witch, 

I  have  the  honor  to  1m-.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Ar  Dahlgkbn, 
Bear  Admin  h  Atlantic  Blockading  Gguadi 

Major-(  Jeneral  .F.   (J.    Fc.sikk. 

././.  Department  ■  >uth.  Headquarter* Hilton  Head- 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  «'.  6  to  Acting  I 

Lieutenant  Kennieon,  I  •   s    ao  '-  U.  S, 

■onrr  '/'.  A.  Ward  !'■■■  -••/  Gafflh  ><<!. 

V:  Ai.-Sl'KAMKK    PhII.AHK1.I-1H  \. 

ana\Juni  /.;.  1864, 
Sib:  The  commanding  general  of  this  Department.  General  Foster, 
and  the  commanding  general  of  the  district,  (Jeneral  Hatch,  have 
-ted  nil'  to  place  ■  vessel  in  Calibogue  Sound. 

It  is  impossible  with  the  present    reduced  force  of  the  squadron  to 

im  the  number  of  vessels  stationed  there. 
I  have  told  him  that  the  Ward,  now  there,  is  in  such  a  position  that 
their.;/./  il  itch  can  not  \  [  •  p'  under  her  fire,  and  that  the  Harvest 
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is  sufficiently  near  to  support  her  in  case  of  an  attack.  The 
battery  of  the  Ward  is  bo  superior  to  thai  ol  the  Hfofar  117/. 7/  thai 
the  latter  would  be  no  match  for  her  in  a  cannonade  the  danger  is 
from  boarding. 

The  W'un/  must  therefore  be  provided  with  stout  boarding  nettings, 
and  have  a  spring  OB  her  cable,  so  as  to  bring  her  broadside-  around, 
and    not    permit    of  ji    position    being    taken    alirad   or   BSterU.      Then- 

should  be  plenty  of  grape  and  wmfitw  foi  the  82  poonden  at  hand. 
and  the  gum  should  always  be  so  loaded  at  sight  It  is  hoped  that 
the  vessel  frill  be  better  prepared  to  tire  than  when  1  saw  her  at  Tybee. 
You  will  give  your  personal  attention  to  the  matter. 

The  Harvest  Moon  and  South  Carolina,  if  possible, should  be  placed 
so  as  to  support  the  Ward  with  their  tire.     In  all  eases  lie  on  your  guard 
against  boarders,  the  small  arms  stacked  oonvsniently  on  decs  and 
loaded  with  buckshot  or  slugs.    Tin-  watch  on  deck  should  have  bo 
knives  in  their  belts. 

Y<>u  will  furnish  copy  of  this  letter  !<■  each  of  the  captains  of  ves- 

Sels    at    T\   liee. 

Very  resjH-etfully .  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  DJlBLGB] 

/.'"■ir- AtlntlniL  ( '•"/•>/,,'.  s,,,rtli  Atlantic  /.  ijiuiartm. 

A.Cting  Volunteer  Lieutenant   YV.  W.  Kknmh'n. 

f .  s.  v.  South  Carolina,  Senior  Officer,  '/'<//'■;■  Hoods* 


Order  q                        '    DoMaren^    D.    8.  \'<> >•;,■.  to    Lieutenant- 

OhapMn,  U.  S.  Navy.wi.  ■■:  ('.   %  S  Dai  Ch&nq, 

to  guard  tht  antranoeto  CaHbogue  Sound  <<■  ted  attaekhp 
theiati  U.  8.  8.  Watet  HV/- 

Fla< i -Steam kk  Philadelphia. 
Off  Morris  island,  South  Carolina,  Junet^  1<SG£. 
Siu:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  oi  these,  orders,  yon  will  proceed  to 
Tj  bee  Roads  and  take  a  position  near  the  entrance  of  Calihogne 

Sound.  90  SS  to  eoimnand  the  approach  of  the  -outh  end  of  Hilton  Head 

bland. 
On  arriving  there  you  will  direct  the  Ward  to  proceed  to  St.  Helena, 

and  OOCnpj  the  position  thai  has   been  held   by  the  Do.  giving 

such  information  as  will  enable  i  execute  the  duty  ih 

properly. 

}  OUT  own  duty  at  T\  bee  will  be  impoi  r  ml,  as  the  general  command- 
ing the  district  apprehends  an  attack  fn.in  tin-    Water   Wttoh. 

Kill  up  your  crew  by  requisition  on  Captain  BeynoHs,and 
ing  may  be  resorted  to,  ask  for  n  company  of  good  soldiers  if  you  feel 
in  need  >>f  more  m<  a. 

At  night  have  good  boarding  nettings,  torpedo  fenders,  and  picket 
boats. 

Always  have  tin*  guns  ca-t    loose  at  night  and  loaded  with  grape  or 
Canister:  the  small  arms  stacks    I  on  deck  and   loaded  with  buckshot  or 
slugs.     Require  bowie  knives, if  von  have  none. 
Very  respeotfulty,  your  obedient  servant. 

•J.  A.  Dahi.oren. 
Bear-Admiral,  Oomd  ading  Squad* 

Lieutenant-Coiumander  J.  (■.  ("iiai'I.in. 

Commanding  /'.  8.  ot  Dad  CMna. 
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rtof-Raar  Admiral  Dahlgren^  U,  8,  NavymTtgafd&ng  i 
oondi&u  and. 

No.  96  m  Philadelphia, 

Sue:  After  closing  my  preceding  dispatch,  NO.  l'.'>7,  I  found  fi 
lip  condition  of  Lieutenftnt-ComnianderTGibeon'a  health  thai  the  Dam- 
d  commanding  officers  will  be  farther  reduced,  and  I  am  obliged 
io  add  :i  request  to  thcee  aJreadj  made. 

By  v:n  •  'ii  -  i  aaoaltiea  the  li>i  ia  now  redu    d    ■    ihu 
has  do  commander,  nor  tl  ••■■■'.  and  aon  the  Lehigh.    I  bear  thai 

another  eonilinnidi  i 

ptain  Duncan  be  inn  condemned,  obliged  mo  to  transfer Captain 
Btone  from  the   "  being  do  lieutenant  commander, 

obliged  me  to  order  i  lieutenant  (Mackenaie)  to  the  coniniand  of  the 
Winona, 

Ennloaad  li  i  List  showing  the  fan  officers  about  me  in  tbi>  large 
I.  and  const!)  \  «-i  \  pith. 

The  general  of  thodi-trict  ia  aa  Qneesg  about  an  attack  on  Oalil 
Bound  thai  I  had  no  alternative  but  to  remove  the  Dai 
from  St.  Helena,  rod  Band  a  schooner  to  the  latter  important  poet      I 
enclosed  his  letter  in  im  No.  it.  7. 

I  w:»nt  steamers,  and  men.  rod  offloers,  and  coal,  and  hope  tl. 

COmc   SOOn,  so  as  to  avoid  :ill  detriment  in  the  rail  d  condition 

Of  the  naval  force  line 

I  have  the  honor  to  lx\  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  IUiiujkkn. 
/i'n/r-.lf/m/w/,  OtHndg.  South  Atlantic  UhxL  dron. 

11. .n.  GlDEOH   Wki.i  i 

S     ntur;/  aftki   Xotyy. 


ributionofvemeh  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 

ML 


Bum 


-;.  li.  | 


Murn-U'slnlM 

CmintrUrtin 

Cup"  R.m»ln 

BaSriBar 


•WllUaiM... 

WftUMUlU 

•tioii'.'.'.'.Y.Y. 
o*o«n<U%tu 

Suka'/.r." 

Brirr.. 
•Bhini 

Lrhl*f.  do». 

do 
rwMt<  .do 

N'oniurlrt 
rhUodrI|*ta  ... 

"l"""    ....  ......  .......    .  .  .  .  .«M*  .   .  .   . 

In*.. 

tanSttfon 

ESS. 


McDoaootfc 


Remark*. 
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Name. 


Station. 


Remark* 


♦Racer 

Memphis* 

•  Saratoga 

•Wildcat 

Wabash 

•  Vermont 

•Valparaiso 

Jonquil 

Larkspur 

Carnation 

Pettit 

•Houghton 

Chatham 

DalChing 

South  Carolina  . . 
Han- cat  Moon  ... 

Patapsco 

Cimarron 

Winona 

Paul  Jones 

•  Fernandina 

Lodona  

•  Midnight 

•8mith 

8tettin 

•  Brazilicra 

•  Para 

•  Perry 

Pawnee 

Mahaska 

Ottawa 

Hale 

•  Maugham 

Montauk 

N'ahant 

Wissahickon 

Norwich 

Geranium 

Home 

Clover  

•  Norfolk  Packet. 

•Allen 

•Ward 

Mohawk 

Oleander 


Marblehead 

Flambeau 

Potomska 

Seneca 

Huron 

Unadllla 

Chippewa 

Rescue 

New  Ironsides , 
Wcchawken  . . 

Hnusatonic 

*KinRfl8her.... 

Madgie 

Water  Witch... 

Columbine 

Nipsic 


Stono 

North  Edisto.... 

St.  Helena 

do 

Port  Royal 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Tybee  Island 

do 

do 

Wamaw  Sound  . . 

do 

do 

Ossabaw 

8t  Catherine's  .. 

Sapelo 

Doboy 

do 

St  Simon's 

8t  Andrew's 

Femandina 

do.... 

8t.  John's 

do 

do 

do 

Mosquito  [Inlet] . 

Port  Royal 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Repairing;  hospital  ship. 
Supply  stations  south  of  Port 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sunk  or  stranded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Captured. 

Do. 
North  lor  coal. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral.,  Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Cohocoresses, 
U.  $.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Saratoga,  to  proceed  to  the 
blockade  of  St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Port  Royal,  June  15, 186£. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Saratoga  under  your  command  to  St. 
Helena  Sound  and  take  a  position  on  the  blockade  there. 


sot  Til    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQOADROH. 
You   will  rail  "ii  OOB  RfljnoldB,   commanding  naval   depot 

bere,  who  will  rnrniabyon  with  pilots  ami  other  rr.|uijrinrnt>. 
\.  i\  respectfully, 

S.   C.   K"WAN, 

Qo\ 
Commaoder  Gboboi  M.  Colto 

OommandA  '>ga. 


/    of  I,'  Dnhhji-t  w.    I  .    S.    Xavy, 

manaer  BUnu ,    / '.   X.    Navy,  commanding    V. 

fording  measures 
Wax  & 

Fi.\«     StBAMBB   1'hii  .adki.i'HIA, 
<fj!'  Morris  fsfand.  South  '  broMna, 
Sin:  1  loarn  that  the  II  't>h  is  at  White  Bluff,  |(ia.|.  1  mil. 

above  Beaulien  bafcterj . 
she  «-aii  only  peas  from  there  i,\  going  through  Buriiside  River      ! 
be  prevented  1    Might  not  a  Rght  battery  be  placed  on  the  up] 
end  of  I  Ireen  [aland,  bo  aa  to  command  the  entrance  of  Burnsid 
at  1,600  "i-  1,700  yards! 

Scout  thr  liver  ami  islands.      If  it  ran  ho  done,  put  there  a  ronpl 

90-poonder  or  30-pounder  rifles  and  throw  upa  heavy  bank 
so  as  to  cover  from  tin-  diraoi  fire  of  Beaulien.    This  is  nil  to  be  'lone 
secretly  by  night,  and  it  is  of  the  first  importance  thai  the  enemy  should 
d<  'i  be  advised  of  it. 

If  you  have  not  the  rifles,  Bend  to  Porl  Royal;  say  it  is  my  order,  hut 
imt   for  what. 

We  must  try  to  block  the   II  ■■■/<■. 

I  have  -""-lit  you  the  Pmd  Jones,  Bee  that  she  has  a  good  crow,  and 
you  will  kerji  in  eommunioatioD  by  boats  with  thr  vessels  beloa 
well  as  above*    Soontthe  inland  passages  occasionally ,  t"  learn  whether 
the  rebels  are  doing  anything  there* 

Any  attempt  to  erect  batteries  must  bo  checked  at  on 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

11,, a-  Attn, >'/■">'.  Uomdg.  South  Atldiiiir.  Blockdg.  Squom 
Lieutenant <  Ommandei  B.  E.  Ston 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  I '"oi  Jones. 


Rejxtrt  of  Cmnuuxioii  Rowan,  I  .  8.  Navy,  commanding  i 

iron  I  '•> fas,  i ura  of  that  vend  for  /'/>  Had*  Vph ia. 


V.  S.  8.  New   Ikonsimks, 

.1,'  Sea,  Jum  /'/.  1864. 
Siu:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  rrosswl  Port  Royal  Bar  in  this 
>h\\>  to-day,  on  my  way  to  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to  your  ordei  of 

the  8th  instant. 

\  .rv  respect  fulh  , 

s.  a  Rowan, 

and&nff. 
Rear-Admiral  JoHM    A.   DaBLOBEM, 

OotM   Hiding  South  Atlantic  Blocked  Madron* 
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Admiral  Da Alaran.U.  8.  I 
!  I"  placing  of  Uni"/i  prison*  rftm, 


Ki.AO-StEAMF.R   PHILADELPHIA, 

////'.?/../■/•/>■  AA„>./.   v.-'/.  Carolina,  Jum   >?.  !«•',. 
Sir:  On  the  L0th  I  received  from  General  Sohimmelfennig,  com- 
manding the  district.,  the  enclosed  paper  from  the  United  States  offi< 
now  held  u>  prisoners  bj  the  rebels  in  th<  jail  at  t tolumbia,  and  directed 
ill'-  paymaster  of  the  leal  to  Forward  the  amount. 

General  Sehimmclfcnnijr  also  -cut  me  a  '"pv  of  a  communication 
from  the  rebel,  Genera]  Ripley,  and  his  own  latter  enclosing  this  to 
General  Foster.  Copies  are  enclosed,  ami  al.so  a  ropy  of  my  reply  to 
General  Schinunelfennig. 

This  barbarous  treatment  only  evinced  the  tie  peratc  condition  of  me 

rurtiaiis  who  mam-  it.  ami  will.  I  trust,  meet  I  he  re!  ribution  ii  deserves, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly^yourobedenl  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobev, 
Soar  Admiral  Qomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Giuk.mn   W* Ki.i 

Seontary  oftfk  Navy, 

[Kn.  lo.-iirc] 

Hdqrs.  Northern  Dbt.,  I>eit.  ok  tiik  South, 

FbUy  Island,  South  Oarolina^Jun,  ui.  1864* 

Admiral:  [  have  tho  hom»i  mit  hero  cation  to 

the  commaader  of  the  South  Atlantic  Biockadmg  Squadron  from  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  E-  1'.  Williams,  reccivec1  by  flag  of  trace  Cram  the 
enemy. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  enclose  o  copy  of  ■  comnranioa* 
tion  fromJBrigst  neral  Ripl       ot  the  Confederate  Army, and 

eiboa  oopy  of  my  report  to  Major-General  commanding  the 

department. 

By  the  same  (lag  of  truer  I  received  ■  Richmond  paper  of  the  LOth 
instant.  IJeyond  the  statement  that  General  Grant  had  changed  his 
base  of  operations  from  White  Bouse  to  the  James  River,  and  effected 
a  junction  with  General  Butler,  it  contained  bo  news  of  importance. 
Some  un\iei\  tras  felt  in  Richmond  for  the  safety  of  Petersburg,  that 

city  having  hern  entereil  l»y  our  cavalry,  wlm  wen-  a ft. -i  wards  dri\en 
out. 

An  Augusta,  |Ga.  |.  paper  of  the  9th  instant  contained  no  news  of 
interest  iu  regard  to  General  Sherman's  movements. 

1  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  yon  would  permit  me  to  retain  the 
ih  -ertcrs  who  were  sent  from  the  fleet  on  shore  for  the  present.  They 
will  be  kept  on  Morris  Island  suUject  to  your  oi  tiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he.  very  respect  fully .  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SriiiMMia.i ■knmii. 
BrUjii'lh  i  if/  District, 

Rear- Admiral  JOHH  A.  Daiii.oren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blocko  Iron* 
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Richland  .' 
Columbia,  8.  < ..  M  864. 

Sra:  1  have  the  honor  to  request,  for  the  comfort  of  the  naval 
prisoners  held  here,  ti  I  in  gold  may  be  forwarded  to  me  for  dis- 

tribution as  follows: 

Lii-iii.n.iiii  i  mnmander  B.  P.  wuiiama flOO 

Lieutenant  Q.  «.'.  Hrimv 100 

Ljentenanf  B  W,  Preston 100 

Lieutenant  I  .  1.  Brower 50 

Ensign  B  I!   Porter                             ion 

igAjristanl  Paymaster  G.  w.  isurkett BO 

ig  Ensign  E  <■■  Dayton 100 

Acting  Ensign  M.  \V.  Ti'lteon 40 

ig  Ensign  (              nderson            25 

Acting  Ensign  Williniu  B.  An. int.- 25 

Thira  AMdctanl  Engineer  J    ll.  Harmony 50 

Acting  Master's  Mate  C  B.  MoOarty 50 

LOBQg  Master  C.  J'  Howry '. 50 

Very  respeotfuUj    your  obedient  servant 

I..     P.    W  1 1,1,1  A  MS, 

■  |      . 

( fonunodore  8.  < '.  K<  hi  a  s . 

Coui'iij.  South  AAUutfic  Bloekdg.  8quad/rony  off  i  bar 


BBADQBS.  I'iksi    Mn.n\i:v    Iiistkkt. 

Deit.  of  Sooth  Carolina.  Georgia,  and  Plouda, 

( 'harUaton,  -I"/,,  /.;.  t8$4* 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  encloa   f<  i  transmission  to  the  • 
mandJiMz*gttiera1  of  the   I  J.  S.  forces  on  this  coast,  a  letter  *  fi 
Blajor-Geoeral  Samuel  Jones,  commanding  this  department! 

Tin"  letter  informs  him  that  five  generals  and  forty -five  field  officers 
of  the  Federal  Army,  prisoners,  have  been  ordered  to  !><•  confined  in 
Charleston.  These  officers  have  heen  placed  under  my  charge,  and 
will  bo  provided  with  commodious  quarter-  in  a  part  of  the  city  occu- 
pied by  noncombstants,  the  majority  of  whomare  women  and  childram 

It  is  proper  thai  yon  should  know,  however,  that  the  portion  o!  the 

<-ity  in  which  they  are  located  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  exposed 
day  and  night  to  the  tire  of  your  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

K.   S.   KlPLET, 

Bri 

General  SciirMMKi.KK.sMi;, 
Commanding  U.  S.  I 


Hdqks.  Northern   Di.sTiun .  DsPAl  rH, 

'■>  rdand,  SoutA  ■  t86j. 

Captain:  I   have  the   honor  to  report  that  yesterday  evening  1 

rerehed  by  llajj  of  trine  a  letter  from  General  Johnson  to  the  major- 
general  commanding  department,  a  letter  from  General    Ripley   to 

*Bae  Orli.-ial  Becordl  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  iu  the  War  of  the 

Rebellion,  Series  1,  Volume  XXXV.  Part  11.  j>.  IBS, 
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myself,  which  I  respectfully  ami-  raven]  private  letters  by  the 

same  mama. 

My  only  answer  to  General  Ripley,  until  orders  from  the  major- 
general  commanding  are  received]  has  been  Rod  will  be  a  continuation 
of  the.  usual  fire  on  the  city,  with  u  constant  change  of  direction  to 
avoid  if  possible  the  design  oi  the  enemy  to  bring  their  prisoners 
under  lire. 

Tin'  officer  who  received  the  flag  of  truce  reports  tome  Unit  the 
Confederate  o  Mirers  in  older  to  get  an  imiuediats  answer,  slated  they 
would  wait,  knowing  General  Foster  to  be  present  in  the  district. 

( Iharleston  must  be  eonstdered  a  place  of  anna.  It  contains  a  large 
arsenal,  military  foundries,  Bte.,  ana  has  alreadi  fin  aiBhed  three  Iron- 
i-lails  to  tin-  enemy.    It  la  cur  duty  to  destroy  these  resources. 

In  reference  to  the  women  and  children  of  the  bombarded  city  I 

thei  i  only  say  tin1  -urn.- situation  OCCUTB  whenever  n  weak  and 

tog  party  are  ait  war,  sad  the  practice  of  exposing  prisoners  of  war 

to  the  are  of  the  attacking  force  is  ss  old  sa  the  bd  that  weak  and 

wrecked  parties  must  fall  under  the  blows  of  justice. 

1  may  be  allowed  here  to  state  that  the  tot  which  the  enemy  has  now 

committed  he  has  threatened  evei  rfneethc  Irsl  shell  exploded  in  the 

city  over  nine  months  ajjo,  and  it  is  therefore  fair  to  suppose  some 

special  reason  now  to  exist  for  the  fulfillment  of  his  threat,  although 

find  no  reason  other  than  his  desperate  situation. 

In  my  opinion  the  endeavor  of  the  enemy  to  force  us  to  give  up  the 
bombardment  Bhonld  be  the  reason  fox  its  continuation.  At  the  same 
time,  as  a  means  to  force  him  to  give  up  his  barbarous  practices,  the 
simple  fact  of  retaliation  can  be  made  effectual,  as  1  have  as  many 

places  where  his  shells  fall  as  he  has  in  Charleston  where  mine  fall. 
I  also  think  that  the  United  Stales  run  furnish  as  largo  a  number  of 

Oonfeden  rals  and  field  officers  as  they  can  procure  of  ours. 

From  the  lad  of  the  enemy's  being  bo  anaaoua  for  an  immediate 
answer.  I  om  led  to  believe  the  whole  thing  a  ruse  or  at  least  only  a 
threat  not  yet  carried  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  [ScillMMELFENNIli. 

[irii/ndlvr-  <•■  ■■<•  rat.  Commanding  District* 
Captain  W.  L.  M.  BUBGXR, 

AsHutUuif  A-lj>'<<r,>t-Qc}U!ral,  Deportment  of  the  South, 


i' i  no  3n»Mwa  Phtladklfhia, 

Of  Morris  I  hau  io\  186$. 

(Jkxkual:  Yours  of  to-day  is  fuel  received  There  Is  no  gold  at 
this  post,  but  only  in  the  Wabtuh.  at  Port  Royal.  It  will  be  sent  tor 
and  transmitted  to  you,  if  you  will  be  BO  good  as  to  have  it  forwarded 
to  our  comrades  i»y  the  same  channel  as  their  letter  reached  vou. 

In  regard  to  the  hint  from  the  rebel  general  concerning  the  United 
States  officers,  I  can  only  say  that  Charleston  is  a  fortified  place,  where 
aims  of  all  kinds  are  collected;  where  ironclads  are  being  built  in  full 
\  iew;  where  torpedoes  and  other  base  06808  of   unrecognized  warfare 

arc  made  and  whence  they  issue. 
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Hitherto  the  rebeli  have  never  sent  prisoners  From  other  parts  to 
be  confined  in  Charleston;  thei  b&venott  ere 

captured  here  but  have  sent  them  away. 

It  is  an  iiniiMial  proceeding  therefore  to  bring  these  prisoners  here 
DOWj  and  can  have  only  one  purpose.  <  nt  as  from  Bring  Bi 

eitv. 

it  is  absurd  to  convey  the  idea  that  these  prisoners  arc  thus  put  on 
do  worse  terms  than  medi  women  and  children    these  can  leave  the 

« it\  Iff  oee  to  do  so,  whereas  these  prisoners  can  0 

are  thus  to  be  exposed  to  the  peril  of  their  livee  for  no  othi 

than  to  deprive  ur>  of  a  right  Of  war;  fort  'harl.-ston  la  not  only  i  place 
of  anus,  lint,  is  the  site  of  ]»>\vrrful  batteries,  and  forms  part  in  the 
system  of  defense  of  the  harbor. 

Shall  yon  not  lire  at  their  batteries!      If  our  ironclad*  ever  rnnf' 
them,  shall  they  not  lire  at  tin  in  ^ 

Wherefore,  the  confinement  of  our  comrades  of  any  rank,  under 
i  he  fire  of  our  own  cannon  when  such  u  not  only  needless  but  unusual. 
can  onl\  he  viewed  as  another  of  those  violations  of  civilized  warfare 
which  have  SO  often  disgraced  even  rebellion,  and  deserve  the  execra- 
tion of  all  mankind. 

Ucheldom  may  furnish  precedent  for  this,  but  it  i>  shocking  l<> 
every  Beese  Of  humanity,  and  will  no  doubt  meet  the  retribution  it 
merits. 

It  is  said  that  the  authorities  of  Charleston  have  been  guilty  of 
interring  the   remains  of  one  of    my    < -Ui.-ei-.    mortally   wounded    at 

Sumter,  and  removing  them  to  n  potter's  field,  the  pre Ien1 

which  horrible  villainy  they  no  doubt  find  in  the  proceedings  of  their 

leaders  at  Richmond. 
I  doubt   not  their  full   inclination   to  pursue   this  or  any  other 

infamous  course    to   attain    their    end-,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  I 
dare   do  it.     The  whole   world   would   cry  out    against    the    cowai 
brut)      ffh0  WOIlld    expose    uiifort unate   and    del'en-elcs-    prisoners    to 
death  from  the  cannon  of  their  own  friends. 

1  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  General  Jones  and  General  Kipley 
will  be  fully  entitled  to  be  hanged, if  they  are  taken,  for  being  guilty 
of  ill'  intent  and  threat  to  murder. 

It  is  most  probable  that  your  fire  has  inflicted  greater  injury  lately 
than  hitherto  npOD  some  of  their  militan  operate 

\\r  should  not  be  bragged  nor  bullied  out  of  any  Buccess  in  i 
ing  the  rebellion. 

Please  not  to  trouble  yourself  to  return  the  deserters  to  whom  you 
refer. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  forwarding  the  enclosed  note  from   lira 

Meade  to  her  son.  Lieutenant  Meade,  of  this  squadron,  now  a  prisoner 
at  Kiehland  flail,  Columbia. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlob 

Rear-A'J ii, /,-'!.  Cbrrtdff,  *>■■  Hl>>>  <n. 

Brigadier-Genera]  A.  Sthim>iku  knm,,, 

Command'nuj  Nvrtkem.  District. 
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Order  of  Bt 0 r- .  1  <ln,  vral  DaMgn  /,.   I  .   8.    Vai i y .  I nd-er  Colno- 

coretost*.  I .  8.  Navy,  oommandwtf  I  .  S.  tmp  Saratoga  to  proceed 
to  blockade  Doboy  Sound.  6 

Flag -Steamer  PHILADELPHIA, 
OfMorru  Tdand,  ./>,■>..  js,  / 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Doboi  with  the  Saratoga  nnder  youi  command  sod 
relieve  the  V.  s.  bark  Midnight,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Booth, 
i  • . .  1 1  u  t » :  i  m  ■  1 1 1 1  ■_■• .  who  will  rrpi.it  to  :<"i  such  information  at  may  bo 
useful  t<>  yon  in  tlh'  performance  of  your  duty  while  on  tlmt  station. 

\'i>u  will  anchor  inside  the  bar,  and  will  be  careful  to  have  picket 
boat-,  outriggers,  eta 

I  on  will  receive  a  pilot  from  the  dftdnig/ti  for  Doboy. 

If  yon  rind  any  reason  for  doubting  the  advantage  of  anchoring 
insido  the  bar,  you  will  inform  me  thereof,  and  remain  outside  until 
further  order-. 

You  are  enjoined  t<»  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  security  against 
torpedo* -s  or  assault  by  boarders. 

'I  he  boarding nettdnge  should  always  be  in  plaoi  rpodo 

fenders  out,  and  picket  boats  rowing  guard  through  the  nighi, 

Tin-  gnus  are  always  to  becasf  loose  at  evening  quarteiB,  and  every 
other  one  loaded  with  grape,  the  others  with  shell,  muskets  stacked 
on  deck,  loaded  with  lank-hot.  and  pikes  at  hand,  and  the  watch  aimed 

with  bowle  knives. 

You  will  also  keep  yourself  in  commnnloation  with  the  stations 
contiguous  to  you  by  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

.1.  A.   Daiiloren, 
Rear- Ad  hi  ii'il,  Cbmdff.  fifoiotf  AAaaUc  Blookdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  G.  M.  COLVOOOBBBffl 

mmandSng  <'.         ■',■•  Saratogas 


Order  of  It  //•<//  Ihihiqrm^  U.  8.  ffam/t  to  Lievtmant-Com- 

matu*  ■■">.  U%  8,  Navy,  toaeevme  temporary  command  of the 

u.  &  a  N% 

FlaivSteamkr  Piin.AnET.rnTA, 
cjl'  M<<rr<s  Hands  South  Carolina,  Jwu   as'.  1864. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  report  to  me   for  temporary  coui- 
nmnd  of  the  flfijpsftfl. 
You  will  come  here  in  the  tug  which  returns  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  yourobediez  it, 

.1.  A.  DanTinmnr, 

Rear- A>1  in huil.  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Btoehadmg  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  I 

Qcmmanding  1 .  8.  *.  Wieeateckcn. 
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Order  of  Hear- Admired  DaKlgren,  ('■  8.  Navy, 

io£r  Johnson,  U.  \  to  assume  ■'/••  I  . 

"Lehigh, 

Fi.ao-Stkamku  PHILADELPHIA, 

Of  Morris  Ida  ■ ',  <:<,■•>/ 'r.o,  J>i><.    18, 

Sin:  You  arc  hereby  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  U. 
Vtrpgic,  :md  upon  receipt  of  this  you  will  a-^ume  command  of  the  (".  S. 
ironclad  Lehigh. 

Very  respectfally,  y our  obedienl  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgrsr, 
li'ur-Admi  dg.  South  AfUuvtic  Block 

Lieutenant-Connnander  A.  W.  Johnson. 

Commanding  u.  S.  8.  Nipsic. 


Report  ••/  lit'tr-Ailiuu'til  l>oh  ronamiUu 

of  a  Kxirveu  upon  tlu  torn  *•.    S*. 


No. -To.  I 


'  "f 


Flag-Stkamku  Philadblph]  \. 
ttf  Morris  Island^  June  t8%  i 

^\w.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Department  to  know  the  i 
the  different  methods  adopted  to  ensure  the  .safety  rotu Nads 

against  the  attacks  of  torpedoes. 

From  the  enclosed  survey  the  Department  will  perceive  that  the 
•  netting  of  the  /'"■■.<//<•.  constructed  at  the  <u'j-v-ii.>n  of  i 
Sim:  He  in  command  ol  that  vessel,  Is  now  so  badly  damaged  as 

to  be  utterly  inefficacious,  while  that  used   by  the  other  (reesels, 
dstang  simply  of  a  rope  netting,  depending  from  outriggers  to  the 
depth  of  6  feet.  i>  still  in  perfect  repair. 

1  always  had  doubts  regarding  the  efficacy  of  the  wire  fender,  on 

account  or  its  not  projecting  Ear  enough  from  the  resect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahlgken, 

tr- Admiral.  t'omdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SgwuU 
Hon.  Gidron  Wki  i 

Bee*  ■'!!"    X'it>y. 

[Enclosure.] 

V .  S.   [SONCLAD  PA88AI0, 

(I,.:  Road*.  June  is.  isr,'h 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  vre  have  held  a  strict 
and  careful  serve]  upon  the  torpedo  netting  of  the  I'    S.  S. 
and  raepei  I  fully  report: 

We  and  the  iron  netting  has  rusted  and  the  greater  part  lost;  two 

wires  only  were  found  in  their  plan  s  on  the  port  side,  and  three OD 
the  starboard:  the  brackets  confininj:  them  t<>  their  places  were  found 
much  bent,  «  \  nl.  mly  caused  by  the  action  of  the  sea  in  the  rscent 
heavy  weather. 


SOUTB   ATLAJTEXO   BLO0KJJ>XH€   squadron. 

In  our  opinion  tin-  hemp  torpedo  Dotting  is  in!-  preferable  to  the 
wire,  ami  m  recommend  that  tin-  hemp  be  substituted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

(J.    II.   COOPBB, 

■ 

Tll<>>.     SOOTT    KlI.I.KKUOWN, 

Moki.m     PoBBBSl 

•  A  fg, 
liear-Admiml  J.  A.   Paiiickkn. 

I  •  mmanding  SoutA  Atlantic  Blockading  8gu 


RejMtrt  <•{'  Hair- A<1  mirnl  Ihihhjrcn,  I  .  8,  A'-'ey.  n<jnr<l>wj  th-   VTfftni 

No.  271.  |  Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia. 

OfMon 

Sik:   The  OySTOTS  and   oilier  0X0*000811008    have  so  Oolloetod   on    the 

bottoms  of  toe  monitors  as  i<>  rendei  tl  moval  indispensable. 

Tin'  speed  of  all  is  said  to  be  reduced  to  ?,  or  3$  knots,  and  the  Pa»- 
Mtccan  do  little  more  than  -inn  tin-  tide. 

The  Nahant  i-  DOS]  tn  the  hands  of  the  divers,  and  ln-r  bottom  is 
severed  with  a  thick  growth  of  well-sized  oy-ter«.  besides  long 
grass,  et«-. 

I  send  yon  one  of  them  taken  from  a  number  sent  to  me. 

The  V/'/,,//,,'',  bott<"H  oughly  cleansed in  November  la-i   so 

that  a  growth  sufficient  to  reduce  s|>eed  one-half  may  be  assumed  to 
OoUool  in  six  months. 

The-  importance  of  avoiding  this  impediment  is  obvious,  for  its 
effect  on  the  .^peed  would  render  it  i inadvisable  to  attempt  passing 
heavy  batter 

As  authorized  by  the  Department,  I   now  employ  a  set  of  divers  at 

$2,0(10  per  month,  but  the  force  Et  too  small  to  prosecute  such  work 

steadily,  as  it  should  be  done. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiii.oukn, 
/,',>■  A/.  South  Atlantic  Bloehading  Sauaaton, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

8&0f\  tary  nf  tfu  Nuvy. 


[Tiilegnun.] 

Navy  Depahtment.  .fun,  /.9,  186$. 
Send  Jamet  A ■••'■.■  i  to  report  to  Bear-Admiral  Dafalgren  off  Charles 

ton,  S.  (_'.,  as  soon  as  ready. 

(iinKoy  Weli.ks. 

v.vvV.//-//  qftns  Navy. 
Commodore  ('.  K.  Stkiiu.i- 

Commandant  Naval  Station^  Ph  to,  l"a. 
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Report  of ' Rmr- A'l ii,i mi  />„/,/,,,:,..  I  .  $,    V 
from  the  Charleston  .'■  rnploytd  oy 

rates  to  avert  tfa  dhomba 

No.  'J72.J  E  '  AG  -Steameh  PHILADELPHIA, 

Off  Mm 
Sir:  I  enclose  n  Charleston  Mc  the  14&,  brought  to  me  bj 

a  person  who  represents  himself  as  bo  escaped  prisoner. 

The  Department  will  perceive  by  the  article,  which  1  have  marked, 
that  Hi.'  threat  conveyed  by  tin.-  rebel  commander  here  lo  Genera] 
Bchimmelfennig  has  been  pot  in  course  of  execution. 

It  is  incredible  thai  anyone  calling  himself  h  man  should  resort  to 
the  infamous  sot  of  thus  ezpoaine  the  Uvea  of  his  oaptives,  unable  i<> 
defend  themselves,  or  to  leave  this  doomed  city,  in  order  to  shield 
themselves.    Such  s  barbarous  policy  will  cot   serve  to  lessen 
indignation  oldiera,  or  tnair  preference  for  death  iti  Imttle 

rather  than  by  such  strocioQS  measures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  \.  Dasolabjqei, 
lu",'A<ln  il>  Atlantic  Bloakdg,  Sguam 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.i :s. 

.Xoiyy. 

lomue— Editorlnl  tXBM  (fee  eimrlenUin  fdWMU]  M  H.  1H4H.J 

For  some  time  it  has  been  known  thai  a  batch  of  Yankee  prisoners, 
comprising  the  highest  In  rank  son  in  our  hand-,  were  soon  to  be 
brought  hither  to  share  the  pleasures  of  the  bombardment, 
accordingly  arrived  hereon  Sunday.    We  gives  list  of  their  nai 

and  rank: 

Brigadier-General  Seymour,  Brigadier-General  Wessells,  Brigadier' 
General  ScsmmoB,  Brifiadier-4 ieneral  Shaler.  Brigadier-4  teneral  Heck- 
man,  Colonel  I.  (i.  Grover,  Colonel  I.  H.  Hawkins,  Colonel  YV. 
Hsirimau,  Colonel  T.  F.  Lebmann,  Colonel  O.  II.  La  Grange, Colonel 
H.  0.  Lee,  Colonel  B.  Whit.-.  Colonel  II.  C,  Bolinger,  Colonel  H.  L. 
Brown,  Colonel  E.  L.  Dana,  Colonel  E.  Fardella,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
E.  L.  Haves.  Lieutenant  Colonel  11.  U.  Hunter,  Lieutenant-Colonel 


oslin,  Lieutenant- 

Miles,  Lieutenant  - 


T.  II.  Higinbotham,  Lieutenant-Colonel  (J.  < '.  .1 
Colonel  W.  K.  M<M;i«Lin.  Lientenant-Colone]  1>. 

Colonel  W.C.  Maxwell,  Lieul<-iian«-<  V.lonel  J.  D.  Mayhew,  Lieutenant- 

Colonel  s.  -M-'iiitt.  Lieutenant-ColoneJ  EL  Olcott, Lieutenant-Col< 

J.J.  Polsley,  Lieutenant   ( 'ohinel    A.   F.   Hod^'I-.    Lieut,  nant  Colonel 

J,  II.  Burnham,  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  li.  Baldwin,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
YV.  (i.  Bartholomew,  Lieutenant  Colonel  YV.  R.  Cook,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ( '.  J.  I)iekerson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  F.  Fellows,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  (i.  A.  Frandx'-.  Lieutenant  Cohen]  W.  H.  Glenn,  Lieutenant- 
Colour)  J.  P.  Si>otlor<l,  Lieutenant -Colonel  J.  W.  Stewart,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel P.  \v.  Swift.  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  YV.  Taylor.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  W.  1'.  Lssiselle,  Major  C.  II.  Beeres,  Major  W.  F.  Baker, 
Major  E.  N.  Late-.  Major  J.  B.  Clark,  Major  D.  A. Carpenter, Major 
\V.  Crandall.  .Maj.u  II.  1>.  Grant,  Major. I.  Hall,  Major  J.  II.  Johnson. 
These  prisoners,  we  underhand,  will  In-  furnished  wit!  rteble 

quarters  in  that  portion  of  the  city  most  exposed  to  the  enemy's  lire. 

The  commanding  officer  on  Morris  Island  will  be  duly  notified  of  the 
faet  of  their  presence  in  the  shelled  district,  and  if  bis  batteries  still 
continue  their  wanton  and  h&rberOUS  work,  it  will  he  at  the  peril  of 

the  captive  officers. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLoeKADINO    SyUADRoN. 


586 


Rewrrt  of  Commander  BaloA,    ['.   s.    Navy,  oommanding  U>  *■   & 
ehwii  .  of  arrvoal  ,it  l\,rt  Royal,  8,  ('■■  ToMe 

U.  S.  S.  Pah-nee. 
Port  Royal,  s.  <\.  ./„,«.  19,  180}, 

Aumiual:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tin-  arrival  of  the  1'monee 
this  afternoon  from  the  St.  John's.    She  passed  the  bar  in  safety. 
piloted  bj  Captain  Boutelle,  and  I  take  this  occasion  boacknowlc 
the  important'  services  rendered  to  this  si  aptain  Boutelle  since 

I  have  heen  in  command,  and  also  to  bring  fehi  ices  to  the  favor 

able  notice  of  the  admiral  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

J  shall  proceed  to  coal  without  delay,  take  in  four  guns  (TX-inch 
guns)  from  the  Wabash,  and  shall  be  on  Charleston  the  earliest  p     i 

bit-  moment. 

illy,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gwx  i".  Baxgo. 
Cbmmander,  U,  8,  N< 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DaHLGBEK, 

.  •■..•A/.  South    :/'//.'»•  Bloahdg,  Souodntu,  oj}  Oharlt*t>». 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  DaJdgren^  U.S.  Navy.  ■  t-f'om- 

mam  <>,//,  U.  8.  Nam/,  ling  U.  8.    S.  Bo,  to 

pi-'M:et:d  to  liuhuUfjihio  for  fepoAfS  to  tkcU  V9$9f£. 

Im.a< I •&  ka M  1 1 1:    l'l n I ,  \ ! >KLPniA, 
of  .1/ 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia  with  tin*  UhadiUa  under  your 
command,  taking  in  tow  the  I".  S.  tug  Rescue,  which  vessel  you  will 
see  wifely   inside   tin-  rapes  of   the    Chesapeake,    with   instructions  to 

ed  to  Baltimore. 
On  your  arrival  a(   Philadelphia  yon  will  report  to  Commodore 
C.  K.  Btribling,  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  that  station,  for 
such  repairs  as  arc  Deeded  opon  your  vessel,  and  transfer  tin-  two 

United  States  soldiers  now  in  your' charge  to  the  military  auti 
then. 

Saving  done  Which  you  will  report   to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  bj  letter,  forwarding  to  him  a  copy  of  these  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

-I.  A.  Dahuhqv, 
Bear  Admiral,  Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  Bloakdg,  8guaaron* 

Lieutenant -Couunauder  Jamks  Siii.i.wki.i .. 

Commanding  I .  8.  8.  Vnadi 


Report  of  J,'  Vaktortn,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tl«    ryent 

need  of  id<\ 

No.  275.]  Flao-Stea.meu  PHILADELPHIA, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  JmeHO,  186}. 
Sia:  I  h:  received  the  ooramnnication  from  the  Department 

informing  Die  Cha1  Ac  W tbeJa  are  building  a  ram  in  the  Savaunah  liiver, 
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in  order  to  commit  a  raid  on  Beaufort 

Florlilo.  '.    /.'•/,  and  22  i  ■••  to  cover  the  Issue  y  large 

tton  from  1  tanen,  [Ga»] 

I  have  not  been  unmindful  <>f  the  possibility  thai  some  of  the  lame 
rebel  reaoels  would  learn  the  \«iy  ill  condition  of  the  blockade  sooth 
(  Port  Koyal,  and  make  i  dash  at  Bome  of  the 

I  intended,  therefore,  to  cause  the  Otmandaigvaand  others  of  Borne 
force  to  pass  down  that  way  occasionally,  bo  as  i<i  disappoint  i 
calculations,  but  the  force  ander  my  command  is  now  go  reduced  thai 
this  would  leave  Hie  blookadeof  little  value  off  Charleston.     It  has 

already  been  violated   by  tin-  unavoidable   absence  of  tin  for 

ooal|  to  supply  the  squadron;  of  the  Oamandmgua  for  repairs,  and  of 
the  Winona  to  take  the  place  of  the  Wi  *eh» 

The  /.  has  gone,  and  I  have   bow   ei^ht  muni 

would  be  ample,  say  nve  off  Charleston,  one  at  W  n  - -:<  .*.  to  watch  the 
rams,  one  to  look  for  tin-  new  nun  in  the  Savannah  River, and  one  for 
relief. 

Bui  the  boilers  of  the  monitors  are  mow  beginning  to  show  the  ad 

of   hard  sendee:    two  an-  under  repair  at  Port  Koyal.  and  One,  though 

not  entirely  ready,  has  to  come  up  to  relieve  the  Passaic, 

hardly  able  to  move.  I'lom  very  foul  tubes  and  bottom,  besides 
wiie  aetting,  devised  by  LieutananW-ommnndi-r  Simpson,  has  ripped 
off  and  she  is  for  the  time  defenseless  against  torjx  du 

Another  monitor  Is,  therefore,  indispensable  in  order  to  relieve  those 
on  service,  and  prevent  them  be line  disabled  in  turn. 

The  two  vessels  just  senl  are,  indeed,  of  little  use.     What  could  the 
s,ovf"</a6o  against  a  steam  nun  or  a  small  steamer  like  th< 
whicl  •  i  tli«'  eonvi-nieiiiv  uf  a  tug  nor  any  ordinary  powerl 

If  the  Department  will  please  t.»  look  :it  the  vessels  stationed  BO 
of  Ossabaw  it  will  perosive  that  they  would  be  entirely  incapabli 
resistance  to  regular  war  steamers  of  any  size,  such  as  the  large  r» 

vessels. 

1  can  assemble  vessels  here  which  will  effectually  drive  them  off.  but 
that  will  leave  open  several  important  ports,  which  has  n  I  read}  I*  en 
■  oidable,     Jn  addition  to  the  steamers  now  absent  from  this  squad- 
ron and  reported,  the   Wi  '  is  just  stated  to  be  disabled,  and  in 
need  of  new  tub( 

lam  apprehensive  of  some  \  rave  unless  speedy  reinforce 

meats  are  sent,  of  vessels  urul  m< 

The  supply  of  eoal,  too,  must  be  kepi  at  a  snffioienl  standard. 
1  have  the 'honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahxqjbjen, 
.-.•/,  Oomdg.  South  AMantic  Blockading  <v; 

Hon.  (Jii)F.oN  Wki.i.ks, 

Secretary  <•/ 1 /<■    ffiavu. 


from  Rear-Ad)""   DaMgnm^  U.  S.  JVavy,  to  Cap 
<.■'/■•<,■.  I  K<ni<>r  officer  off  Charleston^  in  view  of  tin  tan- 

jx/rary  with*  ■■■'■ . 

I-'l.Al.   Si  KAMI.K     PlIII.ADI.I.rlll  A. 

Qf  Morru  Bland,  J 
Sin:  My  personal  attention    n   q\   required  to  the  southward, 
you  here  in  oomuiaod  of  the  forces  inside  and  outside  the  ban 
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Inside  ore  the  monitors   •  ill.  Nantucket*. Lehigh,  end 

flawi'c.  with  four  tugs,  ('<tm,iin,  A-/.-.  Dandelion,  and  Iiajfodil,  also 
the  various  store  vessels,  with  supplies  of  ammunition,  provisions, 
and  coal. 

The  iitiuo-i  vigilance  Is to  be  observed  in  Doting  ell  tin-  movements 
or  intention-,  of  the  i-msnn  . 

various  orders  relating  to  the  monitors  are  to  be  strictly  carried 

for  on  them  depends  everything.     No  effort  is  to  bo  spared  in 

defending  them  from  the  torpedo  boats  by  moans  of  their  uettiug, 

picket  tugs,  bouts,  and  any  other  means  that  your  vigilance  may  sug- 

!.    Tin-  usual  routine  of  duty  will  be  observed  in  regard  to  them. 

Outside  will  be  the  Ckmanaaigua^  I  talea,  Flag,  8anfora\  Aioaoiay 
and  Sweet  Brier.  I  am  informed  by  the  Navy  Deportment  that  the 
rebels  contemplate  s  move  on  the  blockade  with  tin-  Florida  and  other 
heavy  cruisers.  When,  therefore,  tine  eight  is  over,  you  will  cause 
the  UaMndctiffWk  Flag,  and  8artfvrd  to  spread  themselves  to  the 

southward,  so  as  to  come  easily  within  signal  distance,  and  stretch  off 
seaward,  scrutinizing  all  vessels  that  appear,  and  (busing  if  suspicious. 
General  Sc.himinelramrig  tolls  me  that  he  apprehend-  on  intention 
by  the  rebels  to  r-ome  down  the  Stono  with  a  gunboat  which  they  have 
and  to  pass  out  on  a  vessel. 

I  have  advised  him  that  thfl  surest  prevention  is  S  barricade  of  rail- 
road iron,  encased  in  heavy  timber,  so  as  to  float. 

At  the  same  time  tin  ressel  that  Es  nearest  Stono  should  dose  in 
occasionally  that  way.  so  as  to  DOtice  onj  unusual  occurrences,  and  so 
with  the  other  vessels  in  regard  to  St.  Selena  and  Kdi-to. 

I  shall  be  compelled  to  draw  off  the  Sonoma  from  Stono,  in  order  to 
cruise  to  the  southward  and  guard  the  blockade  south  of  Port  Royal. 
The  v/yw/c  must  also  be  employed  ie  this  way  tor  a  while. 

I  regret  this  necessity,  btrl  hove  do  alternative,  tor  the  force  of 
tfesi  squadron  is  now  fifteen  steamers  short  of  its  usual  complement* 

You  will  remain  inside  the  bar.  unless  circumstances  should  reuder 
it  advisable  for  you  to  OrOBS  it. 

If  a  rebel  erniser  should  be  discovered,  she  is  to  be  chased  by  two 
or  three  of  tin1  best  of  the  outside  vessels  and  destroyed.  You  will 
keen  me  advised  constantly  Of  the  state  of  affairs  here. 

(omuiunieate  with  the'  Winona  at  (b  oigetown.  and  let  her  com- 
mander use  his  best  exertions  to  maintain  the  blockade  at  that  place, 
and  yet  not  be  taken  unawares  by  the  rebels.      If  I  hey  appear  in  such 

force  thai  the  Wu  ■  ■><■<  can  not  contend  with  them,  she  must  repair  to 
you  without  delay. 

You  are  at  libnt\  to  modify  these  details,  if  required. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

J.  A.  Dablobxk, 
Sear-Admiral^  Gbmdff,  South  Atlantic  5  Sguauron, 

Oaptain  Joseph  F.  (Jkkkn. 

mdff.  I .  8,  S,  Oanandaiguc\  Senior  Officer, 

•  v  Blockade,  <-ji  don. 


BOOTS    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Ord&r  "/  /•'  13%    8.    Navy,   *■■ 

Qambhk   C.   8-   A key,  <;/"  £& 

op, 

Kl.AO-S'IKAMl.K    PHILADELPHIA, 

;  Morris  Island,  Sovih  Carolina,  ■ 
Siu:  [  am  informed  by  the  Nevj   Department  that  the  reini- 
tiate operating  with  their  heavy  .-misers,  tboJJabatn 
.  and  Hoogley  on  the  weak  points  of  tin  blockade. 
Von  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  Sonoma  to  the  aouthwaro,  and 
cruise  under  easi  steam  along  tin-  eoaat  from  Sapelo  toward  Dob 
The  AftpiM  Will  OOOUpj  from  Sapelo  toward  St.  Simon's. 
You  will  take  inch  11  position  a>  to  be  sure  Far  seaward  as 

ihle,  without  allowing  stoht  to  be  lost  of  any  oroisen  that  m 

pass  between  the  S<>,i<>mt  ■  shore. 

You  will  overhaul  K  and   if  there  is  a  prospect 

that  any  one  of  them  he  a  rebel  vessel,  you  will  do  your  best  to  c 
tun-  of  destroy  her,  taking  care  to  prive  notice  to  the  fflptie  and 
all  the  eean  r  treasela  thai  can  assist  in  the  capture  of  the  enemy,  mob 
as  the  P&ul  Jonmt.vk  Ossabaw.  I  nd  Saratoga,  at  Sapelo  and 

Dohoy.    Once  In    Eght,  never  leave  them,  but  follow  bo  long  as  you 
possibly  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oneoienc  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobjbn, 
Ran  Admiral)  Oomdg.  8out)  to  Blockadin 

Lieutenant-Gommander  WtL  M.  Gambia, 

Commanding  U.   s-  s-  8onama. 

(Orders  of  same  date  and   like  tenor  to   Lieutenant-Commander 
Croeman,  U.  &  Navy,  oommanding  tJ.  3.  S.  dRpt 


Letter  fa  ilDahlgren,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- Gen 

Soh&n  ■'  .  S.  Am, i/.  regarding  th*  necessary  wit  ft 

of  t/te  U.  S.  JS\  Sononw  I .•<>'>/.  - 

Flag  Stbaxbb  Philadelphia, 

Qff  Morris  A/  :>,. 

Siu:    I    n m    i    to   withdraw    tin*    Sonoma    from   Slono,  but.  have  no 
alternative  ID  the  present  very  reduced  slate,  of  my  force,  which  is  by 

various  casualties  thirteen  or.  fourteen  strainers  below  its  complement; 
and  the  Navy  lvpartmenl   informs  me  that  the  rebels  contemplate 
some  dash  at  the  blockade  with  four  «»f  their  heavy  cruisers. 
This  obligee  me  to  colled  some  of  the  besl  steamers  to  defeat  the 

attempt.     !    ee  no  difficulty  in  blocking  the  Stono  against  any  efl 
th.it  they  .-an  make,  as  you  apprehend,  to  pass  down  a  gunb 

Draw  acroes  the  stream  an  obstruction  oi  railroad  iron  bars.  Lis 
and  enclosed  in  a  number  of  heavy  logs,  >o  as  to  float. 
The  bars  will  be  found  on  Morris  tali  d  timber  can  be  felled. 

Place  a   battery  of  not    i         i  inn  S-incb  puns  SO  ftS  to  command  Hie 
obstruction. 

Hcspeclfnlly,  VOUTODedSenf  servant. 

d.    A.    1>AHI 

Rear A<1  in-  th  Atlan 


Brigadior-Generaj  A.  Sciummklfenmi-.  I  .  9,  army, 
mg  Northern  District,  aeadguarters  jk 


J-'i-ii  . 
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Report  oj  Admiral  !>■  tht Igren+U.  8.   Va  vrdmg  the  arrival 

■  ■/'  ,','<.   1 .   8.  and  PI  tin 

bfackad . 

No.    878.]  I        \(i    SlKAMKi:     1*1111. AUKI.rillA, 

IWt  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ('..  \  J864, 

Sih:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department   i li.n   the  1     S.  steam  tug 
Laofco,  Acting  Master  Strong,  arrived  off  Ghaii  on  June  17, 

and  was  assigned  duty  on  thai  station. 

I  have  also  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Fin  Vcting  Volun- 

teer Lientenanl  Cavendy,  which  rodeo]  1  have  Assigned  to  blockade 
•hit y  at  Georgetown. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgbbn, 
Seat-Ad  \  AitanUc  Blockading  Sguam 

lion.  (ill)KON    Wkllrs, 


<>r<I<r  >>f  Rear- Admi ml  DaMetreik,  U.  ■Vi'.  ifaey,  to  Cbn 

{'.  s.  Ifavjff  ootnmandina  /'.  8.  8.  JLi  I  f<>  F<> 

.)/.  1  dixjiairh'ji. 

I'LAd  Si  kami.i:   Pwttat>wjw»ta 

/W  Royal  I/at !>■■>.  Junt  .'./,  I864, 
Sin:  Von  will  proceed  forthwith  with  the  Augusta  under  your  com- 
mand to  Forties.-  Monroe,  and  leave   dispatches    herewith   sent,  to  the 

Navy  Department.    Having  Jon-  on  will  proceed  to  the  station 

assigned  t4.  yon  l>\  the  previous  order  "f  the  Nn\  3  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Daiii.'  iun. 
A'.,/  .;/.  Oomdg.  South  ASanHcB  ^g  Sguadron. 

( Sommander  Thob.  O.  (  Sobbi 

Cbmmandmg  U.  8,  8,  .\<t<jti#ta. 


1 >nl. r  <>f  !!•  in  1 1  I)<ifii'jn/i,  I     \   Nary,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 

ma I .  s.  ,\,inj.  in  ,-;,<>■  of  vnformat&o\  id  from 

a  dcscrUr  uf  apvopmed  xithhl.  >,/>,,„  f/,,  /'.  s.  s.  find  Jon 

F1.A0-S  ::l.l'IIIA, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  &  <'.,  Jun*  .'.;.  1864. 

Sir:    I  have  just  examined  a  deserter  from  near  Savannah,  who  saw 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Water  Witch  after  her  capture.     According 
to  bIb  Statement,  an  attack  \>\   hoarding  i--  meditated  on  the  I'ml  ./-. 
and  two  small  steamer-  are  t<>  lie  q 

In  order  to  enable  you  t-.  guard  against  this  effort  1  send  you  fti 
marines  and  LS  men,  with  two  howitzers,  which,  with  your  present 

force  of  men  and  guns,  will  enable  you  to  defeat  this  intention. 

You  will  abstain  from  sending  any  menorhoatB  from  the  2 
at  night]  '-xeept  in  the  picket  l»oat  or  boats  to  gourd  the  vessel  against 

surprise.     The  >,  is  ju-t  outside  of  (  tesabaw,  and  you  can  keep 

her  with  you.  if  you  choose,  to  assist  in  repelling  the  rebels. 


•r)4<>  SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQl  a&BOtf, 

If  they  make  the  attempt,   1  hope  you  will  so  punish  t  lien- 
grape  and  canister  a  r  them  from  Like  undertakings. 

\  -"Hi,. i  in  are  pending  at  thi*  time,  it  might  beadvianl 

to  withdraw  1 1 1  •  ■  Paid  Jones  ontaxle,  bo  as  not  i  ••  ■  ■ 
J  hat  reason  T  should  prefer  it. 

Very  respeet  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daklqbj 

/,'-■'.-■.  [dm ','"'.  Qomdg.  South  Attanti 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  B.  SlONB, 

< bmmc  ■■  8.  1 '<><>'<  Jot 


Order  of  Hi  Wat  DaM  ?.  Navy,  t  Bakh\ 

I'.    S.    X-ir,/.  ■Ii,>>!  I  .    S.    8-    Pitiri,,'.  (O pTOt 

Flag-Steamer  Puii^delphia. 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  8.  ''.. 

Sou  Ion  will  proceed  with  the  Pbwnet  to  the  southward,  in  ordei 
to  aid  in  the  blockade  thai  quarter,  which  the  N 

Department  inform    ma  lb  menaced  bj  the  cruisers  of  rebels. 

xom  attention  i-  first  called  totheOssabaw,  t  Paul 

■/'■/ex.     Last  night  I  learned  from  a  deserter  that  u  plan  .  ft  to 

board  the  /'  *  with   two  ■  :md  some  boats,  and   I 

patched  to  that  vessrl  lust  night  80 marines  and   l'<  seamen  in  order 
that  she  might  be  fully  manned  for  such  an  attempt, 

At  this  time  I  desire  to  avoid  any  unusual  exhibition  of  force  to  the 
south  of  Fori  K<'\al.  and  for  that,  reason  would  rather  withdraw  the 
Pa/ul  Jhne&  to  the  outside  than  increase  the  cumber  ol  ressele  to  main- 

tain  a  position  inside. 

Captain  Stone  will  explain  to  you   the  state  of  affairs  then',  which 

v,  in  enabli  fan  to  judge  how  my  views  can  best  be  carried  out 

The  Son" inn  and  . Yij <.*/<■  i  ruise  outside,  the  former  is  unfor- 

tunately detained  by  some  disability  of  her  ste 

If  you  draw  the  /'  M  to  the  outside,  the  /'  oaj   than 

attention  to  the  outer  cruisers,  and  aid  them  if  necessary,  taking 
care  to  avoid  exposing  bar  to  Strain  in  heavy  sea. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahloreh, 
SMr-Admdralj  I  8outh  Atlantic  Bloch 

Commander  Q,  H.  Bai.ch. 

Commanding  I  •  s-  5.  Pbwrut* 

: 

cc 


Report  of  Bear* Admiral  Da  U,  8.  Navy,  transmitting 

motion  regarding  the  oapturt  ofthet&oop  8arah  Mary,  of  No. 
New  J*rovtdence,  June  26,  186^. 


No.  335.  J  Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Pert  Boyal  Harbor,  July  J, 

Wood, 
commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Norfolk  /'<"■/,,/,  giving ai 


Sin:  1  herewith  anclose  a  report  of  Acting  Ensign  George  \V. 
aiimauding  U.  givinganaoi 
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•-aptiiii-.ii   iii«    mizc  4oop  SaraA  Mary,  ot  Nassau.  Now  Providenee. 
on  the  night  of  tin-  86th  Jane  ultimo;  wo  a  complete  list  <>f  tin-  offi 
and  men  on  board  of  his  vessel  entitled  t««  share. 

The  sloop  with  her  carcro  (consisting  of  B  bales  of  oottool  ni  sent 
to  Ifau  station,  the  vi.'--  'I  DOS  since  sunk  in  HoiSQ  Inland  (.'reek.      !'• 
old  and  onsenworthy,  I  have  ordoi  oil  m  -urvey  upon  her. 

The  cargo  will  be  Bent  (iO  Philadelphia  for  adjudication  i?i  the  supply 
steamer  ua 

I  h;i\c  the  honor  to  be,  very  re-pert  fully,  your  obedient  servant] 

J.  A.  I  »•  in  i;i:k\. 
/A ..•/•-. \<I.',> inii. Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadtn  Iron. 

Hon.  QlDXOB    Wi.i 

S.<;;  turij  '■/  ti<-      ,\  .irii,  />.     61 

[Kni-losiiri.) 

D  8  Sohoohsb  Now  oli  Packet, 
Qjf  Mosquito  Atfetf,  Florida^  June  W,  /.sftf. 
Sik:   I   bftTe  the  honor  to  make  a   report   t..  you  about  1 1      <<»,<»!, 
Marjfi    of    Nassau,    New   Providence,  captured   by   me   off   Mosquito 
Inlet,  Florida. 

night  ii  small  vessel  was  discovered  coming  out  of  the  Inlet. 
On  boarding  her,  she  proved  bo  be  tin'  above-named  sloop,  com- 
manded by  <  aptain  I  >.  (  .  Crui-e.  She  was  laden  with  !>  hales  <»f  eot- 
ton  from  Band  Point.      The  Safah  Mnnj  arrived  here  in  the  beginning 

of  April,  from  Nassau.     She  has  on  board  one  passenger,  Mr.  M.  J\ 
k  hit.  of  Savannah.  ( ia.:   he   has   run    the   bloekade    several   ti 

before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sign  myself.  \  en  res  j>ert  full  \  ,  your  moat  obedi- 
ent servant, 

George  Wm.  Wood, 
Acti.ig  Emiv".  <'<>ihtiton</in(}. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  IHiri.onKN. 

Oon  ■>ith  Atlantic  Blockading  S-j>t<ufron. 


Report  of  a  hoa-rd- of  survey  on  the  *W»p  Sara  <■  Mary,  ■  OpfotTt  d  JtMi 

ml 

U.  S.  S.  Ibonci«ad  Passaic, 
Fori  Royal,  S.  <X%  Juh/2-!,  M& 
Sue:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18th  instant,  we  have  held  a 
striet  and  ealefni  survey  upon  I  In  ■  prize  sloop  8orah  M'hij.      She  is  at 

present  on  the  toach  near  the  mouth  of  Horse  Island  Creek,  and  at 
nijrh  tide  full  of  water,  caused  bj  some  of  her  beno>  having  started. 
She  is  about  Lfl  tons  burden,  of  yeJDow  pine,  and  >vell  made;  has 
a  full  net  of  sails,  and  could,  with  small  repairs,  be  made  seaworthy. 
We  value  In-r  at  I860. 

Very  resiiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

Hknkv    L.  .Johnson,  V .  S.  Navy. 

C.  C.  Guilds, 

At  tiny  Master. 

C.  W.  Babbitt, 
Co  i 
Rear  Admiral  ,T.  A.  DahLGBSN, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stptadri 


Til    ATLANTIC    BLOOKADHTO   BQUADBOJT. 

.  '  .   s.  R  I*aw~ 

nee%  of  arrival  at  o<--. <!••>.>■,  I 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

..  Juris  86 1  1S64. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Paw 

the  Ousabew  this  morning.     I  found  nil  quiet  in  this  vicinity,  and 

pectfuHy  report  that   I  have  bad  from  Captain  Stone,  of  the  Paul 

.!"/>, s,  :i  vt'iv  aocuxatB  statement  of  affaire  in  this  locality.     He  has 

evinced  moat  excellent  judgment  in  the  choice  of  position  for  his  ves- 

h'I.  and    I   «1"   not  hesitate   toooacnrwtth    him   in  tin- opinion  that  ho 
l  any  attack  1  i  k  *  ■  1  \  'to  DC  maile  bj  the  eueiii  \ .      For  t  his  reason, 

ami  for  the  mora  particular  obnervance  <>f  y«'in  oidere  of  the  25th 
Instant,  1  have  determined  to  proceed  to  the  south  ward  with  the  /' 
nee.  leaving  the  Paul  Janet  at  this  anchorage.    And  in  compliance 
a  iih  your  verbal  order  of  yesterday.  I  dispatch  the  Qi  ram       I      on, 
tso  Ldeutenant  M.  L.  .lohnson.  of  vour  staff. 
I  am,  very  respeet  fully,  your  obedient  servant) 

Geo.  B.  Bai.«  u. 

Rear-Admiral .).  A.  Dahlqssn, 

(  bmdt:  South  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Sguadron,  Pari  Boya 


Report (>f  Jitttr-A'in. irn!    I >a !<!</,-■  ,■,    '.    iS.    .'■  ■ 

No.    202. J  Ki.Ai.-StK\MKK     PlIH.AI'KITIIH, 

/'■/•/  Boyal  H'irhar,  JunoST,  isn'h 
Sue:  Hie  t  u  ur  irt<i'>'i,<lits  arrived  here  on  the  25th  Instanl  and   IVftS 
immediately  sent  to  Charleston  to  replace  the  GtunoKo,  broken  down 
in  some  part  of  the  engine* 

On  receiving  the  communication  of  the   Department  <>f  the  9th 
instant,  1  came  here  to  confer  with  General  Foster  upon  the  measures 
that  ought  be  taken  for  a  joint  operation,  and  in  order  to  guard  the 
weak  blockade  at  Intermediate  points.  I  placed  the  >'< 
to  the  south  of  Port  Royal  aa  outside  cruisers,  stationed  the  Sarai 
at  Doboy,  and  directed  that  the  cruisers  off  Charleston  should  exl 
themselves  in  open  order,  so  jw  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  entrance  to 
Stono,  Bdisto,  and  St.  ll.lena. 
1  have  advised  the  general  to  plant  a  heavy  batter;  to  command  the 

fro 
the 


Passage  to  tola  quarter  by  Oalibogue,  and  have  drawn  the  Da 
rem  St,  Helena,  in  Oalibogue,  to  dispute  the  entrance. 
The  whole  force  i->.  however,  -till  more  attenuated  in  order  to  d 
these  dispoeitii  mi 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respeetfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlobek, 

li.-n-  .\ilm'n-<iL  Cmndij.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GXDEOE  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tne  Jfaw, 
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<>,./..   <■/  t)n   Srmtary  of  tL    Vary  to  tht  eoriisnandant  qftiu  navy 
</<//■</,  Philadelphia^  to  send  tht  f.  S.  schooner  Sarah  Brum  to  Pott 

Royal,  S.  ( '. 

Nan  I    Pkiwktmknt.  June  27,  186^ 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sarah  Brum,  when  ready,  Id  pro- 
ceed t<>  Port  Kovsil.  S.  (.'.,  anil  report  to  Kiar  Adminil  .John  A.  Dahl 

gren  or  the       ; >mmauding  officer  present    Forward  by  her  any 

articles  which   may   be  waiting  transportation  l<>  the  South   Atlantic 

Blockading  Bquaoron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc, 

Gttsaos  R  ki.i.es. 

Secretary  qftke  Nam. 
Commodore  0.  K.  Striui.inu. 

Commandant   Vary    Yard.  Philadelphia.    . 


Order  of  Bear-Admirai  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Navy,  t"  Anting  .'/•■ 
Ma<i>m,\  /'.  Si  So  I  -  •N'-  8,  Mohauih*  to  proceed  to 

ladetphia 

Flao-Steamkr  Pim.  \  dkli'hia, 
Fort  Boyd  Harbor,  Jwu  07,  /.*;$. 
Sir:  Von  will  proceed  with  the  Mohauk  nnder  your  I  to 

Philadelphia  and  on  your  arrival  at  that  porl  yon  will  report  to  Com- 
modore U.  K.  Btribumj,  commandant  of  thai  station,  and  nlso  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  em  I  opy  of  those  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  seen 

J.  A.  Dahloben, 
Boar    [dmiral,  Oomdgj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Severn 

Acting  Master. I.  \V.  Maounk. 

Gotnmandmg  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Blotter  Owens,  U.  S. 
Navy,  •  Ung  the  I  '■  S.  S> 

Navy  Dkpabtmkht,  Jon.-  '!7,  186&. 
Sra:  As  soon  as  the  IT.  S.  S.  La&umutn  is  readj   foi  sea  proceed 
with  her  off  Charleston,  8.  <'..  and  report  t<>  Bear-Admiral  John  A. 
Dahlgreo  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Yi  ry  respect  fully,  eta, 

(iioK'iN  Welles. 

s.eretary  of  !/>•  Navy* 
Acting  Master  A.  A.  Owkns,  U.  S.  Navy, 

\ppt tinted  to  Coma/and  /'.  <S.  S.  Lidnirmtm.  Ph'dadelph 


L 


Report  of  Moor- Admiral  Oahloren^  U.S.  Navyt  transmitting  report 

! 'in  ■■■:,■  ./,  >>tf' s,tj„l,>  Sound. 

Asm  27,  186^ 

Flao-Steamii:   I'iulu-klciha, 
Port  Royal  Barbor,  S.  C  dam  .."■>,  !*/;,',. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  Lieutenant -Commander  Crosman's 
report  of  the  capture  of  tht;  prize  bIooJ)  Julia  by  the  U.  S.  S.  V/jttic, 
on  the  morning  of  the  37th  June,  ofl  Sepelo  Sound. 


80DTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADJ 

Tin'  cargo,  consisting  of  !>0  bags  of  wilt,  I  propose  sending  to  Phila- 
delphia in  the  an  her  nasi  trip. 

I  have  ordered  a  survey  end  appraisement  on  the  sloop  li  stri 

of  her  being  unfit  to  mass  tin  passage  north. 

All  the  papers  found  on  board  have  lieen  forwai  the  judge 

the  I  .  8.  district  court  el  Philadelphia. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oloodieiit  servant, 

.1.  A.   Daulghkn, 
Bear-Admiral,  Gomdff.  SottiA  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wm 

X'trry. 
[KnclottOKs.] 

V.  s.  8.  Nnra  . 

Sir:  1  have  captured  the  Britiah  sloop ./«/«/.  from  Green  Turtle 

Anaoo,  ostensibly  bound  to  Tort  Royal, 
she  was  discovered  at  about  15:20  p.  m.  to-day,  latitude  31°  N., 

longitude  so  .VJ'  W..  or  thereabouts,  oil  Sapelo  Sound,  standing  on 
the  starboard  tack  to  the  southward  and  •  I  with  the  wind  fresh 

at  S.  by  EL  At  that  time  die  whole  of  hie  jib  was  set,  and  but  part  of 
his  mainsail, as  if  to  avoid  discovery  by  showing  bo  little  earn 

After  I  had  chafed  him  for  B  few  minutes,  be  made  Bail,  tacked,  and 
stood  in  my  direction. 
In  reply  to  my  question  as  to  hi-  steering  about  S.  B.  by  B.,  with 

the  wind  south.  t<i  go  to  Port  Royal,  when  his  course  was  N.  by  K., 
he  said  he  was  repairing  his  main-ail,  which  could  not  in  the  lca-st 
have  Operated  to  enange  his  course  with  the  wind  aft. 

Iscnd  the  papers  found  on  board,  and  the  entire  ship's  compi 
consisting  of  the  captain,  mute,  aud  cook. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  F.  Crobman, 

ut.  tuint  i  >.  ,\  !'.  s.  Xmy. 

Hon.  Judos  v.  s.  Distbiot  I  oi  in-. 

,  R  a 


Report  of  board  of  turvey  regarding  tk  loop  Jtdta,  captured 

Jttm  *?,  JW£ 

U.  s.  s.  Pasbaio, 
Pari  Royal,  8.  ft,  July  18%  1364, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  14th  instant  we  have  bald  n 
strict  and  careful  .survey  upon  the  prize  sloop  Julia,  and  respectfully 
report: 

I'hoJulia  \s  about  15  tone  burden,  of  baywood,  iron-fast 

and  planked  with  yellow  pine.  She  does  not  appear  to  be  worm  eaten. 
Her  bottom  •-  thickly  covered  with  barnacles.  Rudder  pintles  much 
worn.      Has  I  low  pine,  with  one  pair  of  shrouds  and  fore 

stay,  all  much  worn  and  unfit  for  heavy  weather.     Has  two  cotton 
Canvas  Bails,  much  worn  and  rotten  in  many  places.     Has  one  anchor, 
weight  unknown,  and  about  80  fathoms  of  one  half-inch  chain,  a  (lock, 
one  old  compass,  and  one  pair  of  oars.     Tin.'  running  rigging  all  M 
out. 
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We  sire  of  opinion  that .  in   DOT   present    eondition,  it  would   not  be 

safe  to  send  her  north,  but  she  qui  be  made  een  iceabk  in  tin-  waters 
in  this  vicinity  with  slight  repair*.      We  estimate  her  value  at  $350. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senunts, 

Tho.n.  Boon  Fn.i.F.BRowN. 

under. 

Hraim  L.  Jobsbob. 

Lit  8,    Yuvy. 

C.  W.  Babbitt, 

Rear-Admiral  JoHH  A.  Daiii-  ;kk\. 

■.■Hii'i  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron-, 


Order  of  Roar-Admiral  DaJdgrejuU.  ft  Navy,  to  mder  Ibtter- 

.sot,.! .  8.  Navu.commaadingU,  8,  8,  Jaenes  Ady,  rooosdto 

hUtckadr.  duty  off  (,>    ,■,>-.  t<ntrn,  S.  ( '. 

Fl.AO-SlKAMKU     I'll  I  LAI  >l. I. I'll  I  A. 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ft,  fun*  >.  /■■>• 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  tin-  Teasel  under  your  command  to 
Georgetown.  S.  ('. .  for  blockade  duty  oil"  that  port. 

Ion  will  receive  BUefa  information  from  Acting  Master  Charle-  \V. 
Lee,  commanding  [' .  8.  S.  Wameuttc^  dow  off  Georgetown,  m  will  be 
valuable  to  yon  in  the  performance  of  blockade  duty  there. 

Vou  will  a Im>  receive  the  pilot  of  the  II-'  lie  is  considered 

a  good  and  reliable  pilot  for  the  inland  waters  about  Georgetown. 
Vttry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Pahlorkv 
dm/ rid,  Odmdg,  Smith  Atlantic  BbM'k'idhuj  Squndrvk* 
Commander  Tun  mas  II.  PatTEBSON. 

mdma  /  -  8,  s.  ./., 


Rtj  Roar-Admiral  I  .  U,  8.  .V-/>-y,  regarding  various 

'.mj  t<>  his  command. 

No.  84)0.]  Flao-Stf.amer  PHILADELPHIA. 

P&ri  Royal  Harbor,  s.  <:. ./,,,.  .">.  /si;/,. 

Sib:  The  Department's  letter  of  the  9th  in-taut,  enclosing  eztraot 

from  a  letter  of  .1 .  II.   Hardin.  DOW  prisoner  of  war  ami  latelj   captain 

Seventh  Battalion  Marine  Rogineers,  rebel  service,  was  doh  received. 

Lite  Importance  was  rather  leasened  by  the  fact  that  it  had  been  writ- 
ten live  or  six  weeks  since  (April  80); 
Still.  I  at  on.  e  set  about  seemed  to  be  called  for. 

The  blockade  of  the  port  orgia  being  very  weak.  I  placed  the 

Pot'  ■          noma,  and  Nipei    on  outside  blockade,  as  cruisers,  to  baffle 
any  attempt  of  the  rebel  heavy  cruisers,  whilst  the  outside  vessels  off 
Charleston  were  directed  to  spread  bo  the  southward  in  the  daytime. 
I  also  repaired  to  this  place  in  order  to  confer  with  General  Boater, 
and  further  steps  are  in  preparation  which  will  l»c  duly  reported. 
N    W   R — VOL  15 35 
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The  James  Ado**  am  terday;  tha  Naa  Hamp&hin  and* 

ofl  the  bar  toward  night,  ana  to  I  in  ana  moored. 

1  would  request  thai  commanding officers  be  aenl  here  forth.-  M 

lank  uii'l  the  Si>iion,a. 

The  unearpected  survev  and  condemnation  x>f  three  commanding  «»ffi- 
een    *    *    *    have  embarrassed  me. 

I  have  forwarded  ■  requisition  for  a  quantity  oi  the  wire  rope  and 
netting  to  repel  boarders,  which  the  Dep  mentions  as  in  u 

(hen-  u  nothing  of  the  nod  b 

I  would  request  the  publication  of  u  rigid  order  from  the  Dep 
moot  drawing  the  attention  of  naval  vessels  (and  others)  to  the  neces- 
sity <>f  Dot  passing  the  health  veast  I  an  bored  outside  the  harbor  be 
m    .  by  tin-  be  leer, 

1  Bnoktse  copies  of  two  orders  on  the  snbji 

On  his  arrival  Commodore  Thatcher  reported  that  several  cases  of 

variola  had  i  I  auoug  the  biaek  part  of  the  crew  coming  from 

Baltimore;  this  has  not  been  unfrequent  here;  the  lasl  easee  had  just 

and  the  Bed  tor  their  reception  |  Mohawk)  cleaned 

out  and  sent  bOHM 

The  Valjxvpoiso  will  be  placed  in  a  distant  part  <-f  the  harbor,  apaii 
from  the  squadron,  and  the  variola  patient-  placed  on  board.  I  see  no 
s  to  apprehend  an  extension  of  the  disease,  but  if  such  should  take 
place,  the  sick  will  be  promptly  separated  :md  transferred  to  the  hos- 
pital ship.  It  is  h  little  awkward  just  now.  :t-  it  may  d«-lay  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Xttr  Ham/pshirJs crew  for  some  days. 

Tliis  evening  the  transport.  Mary  I ■  tern  with  the 

fifty  rebel  generals  and  officers  Beat  ae  hostages  for  the  safety  and 
propi  r  treatment  of  our  officers  who  are  held  in  captivity  at  I 
ton.  and  1  am  requested  to  allow  her  t->  be  anchored  under  the  goo 
one  of  our  vessels  for  the  present,  which  was  dona. 

]  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant] 

.1.  A.   1  >\iii.'.i:k\. 
//.///•- .\<i/inr<il,  Qomd'i.  ■.',,„//,   Rlockading  &j 

Hon.  Gideon  VTej 

Seen?!,;;  ofth   A '"'•</. 

rKn<-lo»iirr».| 
(Sakitaut  OMMHI  S".  41.) 

I    m; -Steamer  Philadelphia, 
/'.,//  Royal  Harbor,  S.  <  ..  ■> 

All  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron,  or  connected  with  it  or  ite 
Imi  i  entering  this  port,  hea  re  to  near  the  health  vessel 

flow  nag  ar   tin-  fore)  and  be  visited  bj  the  naval  medical  ofl 

1  there. 
If   permission    i-  given    to   pass,  the  vessel  will  enter  and  rope 
usual. 
If  permission  Lb  not  given,  the  vessel  will  anchor  al  the  place  das- 
ted  for  quarantine,  and  »\iM  hois!  the  yellow  Segal  the  li  r  . 
All  officers  and  others  are  forbidden  to  communicate  \sitli 
quarantine,  except  by  permissioa  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
depot  under  restrictions  laid  down. 

Officers  are  enjoined  to  a  strict  compliance  with  this  order,  and  any 
violation  of  it  Will  be  considered  us  a  serious  off  en 
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The  naval  medical  officer  on  board  the  health  vessel  will,  in 

Ca£6.  communicate  by  BIgXUJ  whether  the  vessel  passing  in  is  quaran- 
i  or  not. 

John  a.  Dahlqbbv, 

r- Admiral  ^  Vomdtj.  ■'••  111 •'<■'<. 


[SAMTARr  OlIPKft  NO.   «*.] 

I  i ,\i.  Stkamki:   Pnn.AnKi.rniA, 

fort  Royal  Barbery  8  '..  ./„,„ ■  ;>,  mi. 

Instances  have  come  to  my  knowled<_r<'  when*  the  holds  of  vessels 
have  not  heen  in  such  good  condition  as  they  should  be, 

Commanding  officers  and  othere  we  reminded  that  die  season  ■ 
approaching  when  the  disease  of  the  climate  may  be  expected  to  occur. 

Tin'  yellow  fever  is  reported  shown  itself  at  Key  West  in  a 

malignant  form. 
It*  it  shows  itself  here  the  consequences  might  prove  most  disastrous 

to  operations,  arui   must  alien    mOBl   unpleasantly  all  commnni.  ttions 
with  the  North. 

Commanding  officers  are  therefore  enjoined  to  use  their  utmost 
\  ieihmce  in  cleansing  the  holds  ■■•i  their  Vi  jsels  and  all  remote  recesses 
where  filth  may  accumulate. 

Whenever  an  odor  of  unpleasant  character  is  manifested]  it  may  be 
assumed  with  oertainij  that  it  proc 3s  from  some  decomposing  mat- 
ter which  maj  cause  o   aggravate  Infection,  and  ii  must  be  removed. 

The  sanitary  condition  oi  the  irenseJ  is  peculiarly  the  province  of  the 
medica]  officer,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  look  aiouixi  the  vessel  daily  and 

report  to  the  captain  whatever  may  impair  the  health  of  die  vessel  or 

tend  to  su<h  B  result,  wit  I  ,i  B  reoommendation  of  suitable  preventives. 

1  disinfectants,  suoh  as  chloride  of  lime  and  sine  and  nitrate  of  lead, 
are  to  be  used  freely,  and  will  be  supplied  on  requisition. 

Whenever  any  cases  occur  that  maj  be  likel]  to  terminate  in  yellow 

fever,  the  yellow   flag  18  to    he  hoi-led    at   the   fore   without  further 

orders. 

I  Is  wealing  tin;  yellow  Hair  are  strictly  in  quarantine,  \\h 
at  BSS  Ot  in  port,  and  ail  inlr  reour.-e  with  them,  -ave  l>\  signal,  is  for- 
bidden,  except  under  the  restrict!  tea  by  the  medical  faculty 

of  the  squadron  and  ordered  bj  mi  self. 

John  a.  Dahlqkrt., 
Bear-  Admiral,  t  '■"<>■■  i  Iran, 


[yj,- «7.] 

I    STBAMSB    I'hii.u.ki.i-iii  v. 
Fori  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <:.  ,/>,,,,  >,  i86!>. 
It  will  be  the  duty  <>f  the  health  officer  stationed  on  the  guard  ship 
oil  the  harbor  oi  Port  Boys!  to  board  ei  I  Inward  Wound  and 

BSO  "lain  the  -aiiitnry  condii  ion  oi  the  offil  BTB  Slid  OTeW  04  ■       -seL 

or  an v  pa.-i.se nge rs  which  she  mav  carry    and  the  condition  of  the  vessel 
itself'. 
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I.  If  then1  shall  l>e  o:»  ttonnl  any  eaae  of  smallpox,  yellow  feror, 
typhus  fi  •  Asiatic  chol  iny  other  contagious  or  infecti 
disease,  the  vessel  -hall  be  quarantined  until  Ihe  disappearance  of  tin- 
disease  and  thirty  day-  thereafter;  and  in  ease  of  yellow  fever 

shall  not  enter  the  port  until  after  toe  autumn  fro 

II.  If  then-  -hall    foe  no  sueh  case  on    board  at   the   lime,  but   th- 

shall  have  been  contagions  disease  on  the  vessel  within  the  previ 
thirty  days,  she  shall  be  quarantined  fifteen  days. 
1 1 J .  Drue  vessel  shall  be  coming  from  an]  port  where  relloir  fever 

.1    |.      ii   ii  :  it  the  time  of  nercle  i  if  -he  shall  be  com 

from  any  port  in  the  West  Indie  ball  be  quarantined  ten  ds 

l\ .  No  Dommhnioationa  will  be  allowed  with  the  vessel  until 

has  been  examined  by  the  health  xfheer,  and  no  person  will  be  p 

mitted  to  leave  her. 

V.  Hie  quarantine  ground  -hall  be  located  in  Tybee  Roads,  or  road- 
stead at  the  "Old  Savannah  quarantine,"  the  exact  place  of  an  anchor- 
age being  designated  by  a  win  and  flagi 

John  a.  Dahlgbk 

Rear- Aiiu.irai .  <  ■ 


Order  <■/  Rear-Admiral  Dai  ■'".  S.  Navy,  to  TJcuterw 

manaer  Matthew*,  U.   -s     \ai>y,  commanding  U.   S,  S, 
blockade  betweei  ■  and  Di  nk  ■</  sown  g  ia . 

Fl   I  :KK    I'lllLAI.tt  PUIA. 

Part.  Royal  Harbor,  S.  >    .  ■>' 

Sue:  You  will  proceed  to  Bea,  with  the  Sonoma  under  your  com- 
mand, and  cruise  off  Sapelo  and  bo  the  ^mth  of  that  station  as  fa 
Dob 

You  will  communicate  with  Commander  Balch,  of  the  •  and 

•;linw  him  these  orders,  i  onsolt  with  bun  in  regard  t"  keeping  upoom 
monioBtion  with,  and  in  supporting  distance  of,  the  other  •.  •--■!-■ 
blockade  duty  to  the  south  01  Savannah  River. 

You  will  ill-.--  rocfa  i  position  as  to  be  Bure  t->  see  as  far  seaward  aa 
possible,  without  allowing  sight  to  be  lost  of  any  cruisers  tlmi   pa 
peaa  between  the  a  ana  the 

You  will  overhaul  all  suspicions  veasels,  and  if  there  is  a  pro 
that  any  one  of   I Ih-iii    be  B   rebel    ri  Wi  I,  you  "ill   do  your  best    t<. 
.aptHi,  ,  i  destroy  her.  taking  rare  to  gr  >    to  the  .\V/»/«- and 

all  the  nearer  vessels  that  can  assist  in  toe  capture  of  the  enemy,  mob 
as  the  PdvlJonM^tA  Oasabaw,  Lodona  and  Saratoga  at  Sapelo  and 
Doboy.    One-  in  eight,  aevoi  leave  them,  but  follow  bo  long  aa  yon 

possibh  «an. 

You  will  return  to  this  port  for  a  supply  of  coal  when  you  need  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obi-dienl 

J.  A.  r\, 

Ii-iir-Athii/fil,  Oomdg.  South  A&atrU&o  Hh »■{.■■■  Iron. 

Lieutenant-Oommander  K.  dinn.i.r.  Matthews. 

■ 
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///■-■■  >.    JJ,  8n  \'"'f/,f"  Li*  <it,  mint 

X-'-'i;.  ■  iii'J  /"  fli- 

hlookade. 

Flag-SteaMKR  rnii.AHKi.iiiiA, 

Harbor,  8.  C.t  J\  1864. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  28d"  and  86th,*  by  the  Olearuf,  r,  and  of  the  26th,' 
by  the  (rifii'i'i/H.  have  been  rood 

With  reference  simph   to  the  purposes  of  blockade,  and  to 
positioi]  being  entirely  Defensive,  my  own  judgment  would  Incline  to 

an  outside  station  for-  tin'  present,  because  you  would  thereby  accom- 
plish all  tin'  principal  objects  in  view  without  risk  or  bearing  too 
much  on  the  energies  of  (lie  men. 

M\    inclinations,    like  your  own,   are   not   to    be   driven    from   any 

purpose  whatever  by  a  traitorous  enemy. 

As  you  Been  so  desirous  o&  retaining  the  inner  position,  and  I  really 
think  that  with  the  ample  supply  of  man  sent  you,  together  with  the 
Qaremium,  thai  you  ought  to  he  able  to  remain  safely,  provided  the 
utiuosi  riffilanee  is  exerted,  I  will  make  no  farther  objection;  al  r  li«» 
name  time  it  may  be  :»  relief  occasionally  to  all  hands  if  you  steam  ouj 
for  a  night  or  two  at  intervals. 

I  >end  you    half  a   dozen    torpedoes,  and    the  fifteen   men   from  the 

I\n-i  will  be  transferred  to  the  Pbul  ./<<<?.  >.  relieving  five  of  the  Ptind 
■/'"'•"ini'ii.  as  it  i-  preferable  to  keep  the  former  together,  as  they 

are  seamen  from  the  Army  and  Can  DO  Used  as  Infantry. 

When  a  wateh  <  k.  ht  the  Den  be  Inspected,  and  each 

man  draw  or  Bnow  hi-  bowie  knife,  remember  that  the  play  of  this 

weapon  is  to  thn 

Take  no  further  measures  to  land,  but  if  you  OBfl  get    the  depth  of 
water  op  the  Vernon  and  into  Ihe   Hurnside   without   being  perceived 
by  Ihe  rebels,  I  should  lik.    il. 
Collect  guides  and  pilots  quickly. 

Our  men  must  learn  to  take  rations  with  them,  and  to  lurk  in  the 
.swamps  and  bushes  if  they  would  make  good  SCOUtB. 

The  sketch  you  send  of  the  Beaulieu  battery  is  very  acceptable,  and 
i-   i  sample  of  the  kind  of  sen  Ice  which  I  allude  lo. 
Tf  \"  and  keep  up  a  communication  with  the  /  by  pickets  at 

inn  i  laud. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.   \.  Dahlgbjot, 
R-'ir  A'in,  "<:■•') '.  Cbmdg,  South  AAantfo  Bloeka  wadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  K.   B.  Sk»\k. 

/'...■  8'   Pbvl  Jones. 

"  .v.t  found* 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

July  i,  186^. 


Niuii>' 


BUttao. 


Bmrti 


•Williams.... 

James  Adger. 


•Hope  ..,„ 

Canandalgua  . 

Winona...... ..... 

Flag 

Acacia 

Azalea 

Sweet  Brier 

•Blunt  

Saitgaxnoa 

CfttskUl .., 

V.iitu,  l:,-t 

Nalmlil 

•supply 

•Adams  

Gladiolus .., 

Dandelion 

Jonquil 

Iris 

Lehigh 

M'MiImlk. 

Pawnee 

McDotiougu 

•Rare* 

Philadelphia..... 

liiTii  ilium , 

Oleander , 

Daffodil 

Memphis 

Wamsutta 

•Midnight 

•Wild  Cat 

Wabash 

♦New  Hampshire 

Dal  Chin* 

•Vermont 

Home. . . 

Larkspur . 

Carnation 

Clover -  - . 

South  Carolina... 

Patapsco 

Ciinnrrori 

Paul  Jones 

•Fernandtna 

Lodonu 

•Saratoga 

•Smith 

Flambeau 

•Brazlliera 

♦Perry 

Mahaska 

Ottawa 

Hale... 

•Mangham  

Pbshqc  - .  -  - 

Winabickon 

Stettin 

Sanford 

Norwich  ......... 

•Allen 

Camclia 

Pellll  . ....... 

Chatham .. 

•ValparftL«o 

•Houghton 

•Norfolk  Packet.. 

•Para 

•Ward  

Harvest  Moon 


Marolehead. 

Mohawk 

Pokunaka... 

Sonera  

Huron 

V  umlihii 


Murrell's  Inlet. 
Georgetown  ... 
Cape  Remain.. 

Bull's  Bay 

OharleMon 

do......... 

....do. ..  ,.... 

do......... 

do 

....do 

do 

do. 

do 

....do.. ....... 

do 

....do 

do 

do 

....do 

....do.... 

.....do.- 

HtoliO 

do 

do.. 

....do 

do 

do.. 

do 

...,do.. 

do 

North  Edl.-to  .. 

do 

St.  Helena 

do 

Port  Royal 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.do 

do 


Tyhee  Island 

\\  hssaw  Sound 

do 

Osxabaw - 

St,  Catherine's 

Sapelo 

Dohoy 

.....do. 

SI    Sinion'n --- 

St.  Andrew's 

Fi'-riuindlna 

St.  John's 

do ' 

do 

Mosquito  [Inlet]  

Port  Royal ....... Impairing. 


OuWde  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar. 

Da. 

Do 

Do. 

[i... 

[in. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


.do, 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


.do I  Hospital  ship. 

.do '  Guard  Bhip. 

i  ordered  to  Stnno  River. 


Do. 

Do, 
Special  duty  to  tow  upmtir. 

tar  schooner*. 
North  for  re  pair*. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


*  Sailing  vessels. 
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DtotrilMtiou  oftimth  cftiu  Sevtk  AtlantL  ,nndron,  J  OtonffcL 


Namr. 


Cblpf*wa.... 

New  h 
MVelww  U«'d 
Houm 

•Kiiijftlaher  . 

. 
Water  "  ii-  ii 
Col  um  trim 

Sonoma ...... 


:..r  r»-|.uir». 

Mini 
l< 

Do. 
red. 

Crahlng. 
Do, 


•  foiling  «■>«■)!. 

John  A.  Dahi.c.ki  n. 
lifi/r-A'/jtJr//.  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


y<ntal  demonstration  in  Stono  JRvmr  m  <>,'■/  >>f  th<  A. 

Juhj  1  !'.  I 

Order  of  Roar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.   8.   Navy,  to  Lioatonant-Commaiider  Chaplin,  U,  B. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dai  Ching,  to  drag  for  torpedoea  in  Stono  Rivor. 

Flaosiht  Philadelphia, 
Fori  Royal,  July  /.  1864. 
mi::  On  re©  i|"  "'  this  you  will  proceed  with  all  possible  dispateh 

to  Stono.      Yon  Mill  endeavor  to  ivurh   thrrc  curly    to-night,  in  order 
to  drug  tin'  river  for  torpedoes.     I  'up  lain  Boutellc  will  ago  mi|  :ui\  you. 

vet]  respectfully , your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.   DAHLGOOQr, 

Bear- Admiral,  i  -...■•.•/,  Atlantic  Block 

Lieotenanl  I  ommander  J,  ('.  Chaplin, 

Ensign  Dichman  will  assist  in  drugging  for  torpedoes,     He  is  qo« 
on  board  the  vgh. 


Order  of  Boar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  0.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Qreen,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  send  the 
D.  8.  8.  Lehigh  to  Stono  River,  South  Carolina. 

Fi.ai;  Si  i.amkk  PHILADELPHIA, 
Pari  Boyal  Harbor,  8,  ' '..  July  1.  l*6Jh 
Sin:  On  receipt  of  this  you  win   send  the  U,  S.  ironclad  Lehigh) 
Lieutenant-Commander  \.  W.  Johnson,  commanding,  to  Stono.    She 
inii-t  be  there  b  time  bo  go  in  earli  to-morrow  morning,  if  possible* 

Very  rcsjxrt  fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A.  Dahlokek, 
"'.  Ooindo.  South  Attantia  Blockading  Squadron. 

<  'upturn  Joseph  F.  (ikekn. 

■  .  !      -      Island. 

Poi  reports  of  Annj  operati  Official  Records  of  lb   I  ol  tnfedetate 

Artni'  i  Rebellion,  Volume  wxv. 


^■> 
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Army. 


Letter  from  lear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  IT.  8.  Nary,  to  Major-General  Foster,  U 
regarding  the  diapontion  of  the  naval  force. 

Fl.  1*IUI_VI>KI.I*IUA. 

Port  Royal  1/nrbvr,   $'.   C.  July  I.  t 

Gk.nf.kai.:  I  have  mud*'  such  disposition  o!  1 1  j •  •  n 
demands  and  the  tame  for  action  permit. 

The  /'//•/,.•  :in<l  McDonough  will  assist  in  the  North  Edisto. 

The  /A//  t  %mo  will  hake  post  :ii  Btono. 

Tin-  }!■■, >'■■■'/,■  (ironclad)  Is  bo  enter  the  Stono,and  n  posribleanothei 
monitor. 

This  arrangement  appears  Tory  simple,  but 
sela  I  station,  it  will  require  the  absolute  coincide 

every  detail  to  have  nil  in  readiness  by  to-morrow  morning. 

Ti.  erand  tiie  tide  are  imperative.     From  present  appearand 

it  is  not  certain  that  a  monitor  can  cross  Btono  Bar  at  high  water 
to  morrow  morning,  l>v  reason  of  the  sea  which  the  wind  d  don. 

If  -i».  the  Btono  arrangement  will  be  delayed  till  the  e 

Nor  will  there  be  time  to  sooul  the  Stono  for  torpedoes,  which  wooh 
much  embarrass  the  moyement  of  the  Monitor. 

I  should  baveprererred  baring  the  Pawrut  in  the  Stono, but  under- 
atanding  from  Captain  Bou&elle  that  you  would  like  her  I  tt 

Edisto  column  against  the  batteries.  I  changed  her  destination. 

It  is  nearly  certain  that  the  vessels  and  their  preparations  would 
complete  by  Sunday  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 
.servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
//..  •)>  Atlai 

Major* teneraJ  .'.  ti.  Foster, 

i  \mun a ndi "<;/.  Hieadguarhrx,  Hilton  //'<>'/. 


Order  of  Captain  Oreen.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Williamson,  TJ.   8.   Hbtj,  to 

■mall  boats  for  landing  troops. 

r.  s.  Ship  Joan  Adams, 
1  hj  fJahl/,  South  Carolina.,  July  %  < 

Sin:  Please  hare  ready  foi   ■■  rvice  bj   Bo'i  lock  this  afternoon  as 

knits  us  the  outside  vessels  can  Bupplj ,  suitable  for  land- 
ing troops,  e&cfa  and  four  men. 

Inform  me  l>\  si^iuil .  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  as  ] 
how  many  boats  of  the  kind  required  you  can  rami 
Very  respectfully, 

I       F,    (iKKI 

Qi:  '  r  Officer  off  <  ha 

Commander  J.  ('.  Williamson,  or  Senior  Offh 


Order  of  CapUiu  Oreen,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  senior  offlcor.  offshore  blockade,  regarding 
transfer  of  boats  to  the   temporary  command  of  Major-General  Foster.  U.  8.  Army. 

i  .  S.  Siur  John  Ai>\ 
Qff  Morri*  MamJ,  Stint  h  <■ 

Sir:  The  >i\  boats  sent  out  from  inside  the  bar,  with  foui 
farniabed  by  the  outside  blockading  reasels,  you  will  place  in  oha] 
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of  the  senior  officer  detailed  to  accompany  them,  aod  direct   bid)  bo 
proceed  with  them,  in  tow  ol  the  tug  ■■'  and  or  his 

arrival  there  transfer  them  temporarily  to  Genera]  Poster,  the'officers 
ami  men  remaining  with  the  boatB  t<»  take  charge  f>f  them. 

[The  men   may  be  armed   with  cnAlaeses  and  pistole,  or,  En   tii 
pistols,  breech-loadioc  rill 

\  i-i-\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.     I ■'.    I  ilCI    1 

( hptain  and  Si  mot  <{[}>■  <  r  •;//'  ( 'httrwsUm* 

Sbhiob  <  taraoBB, 

OffihaM  Blockadct 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadlor-Ocnorul  Scliimmclfennig, 
U.  8.  Army,  requesting  a  display  of  signal*  to  insure  correct  firing. 

Bsoho  Bmm,  July ...  tSSj. 
(ii.NERAi.:  You  will  very  much  assist  the  correctness  of  our  fin 
from  the  resaehi  if  i  communicadon  were  opened  by  signal  with  your 
left,  which  will  not  be  difficult,  u  mj  cannon  sweep  the  shore  entirely. 
Tin-  •  -hania-l  i-   <o  narrow  that  it   is  most  diflicult  to  keep  the  iron 
cladfl  ir«»m  nonndmff,  and  with  tin-  flood  their  rw  ad  propel] 

are  exposed  bo  the  rebel  batteries,  width  are  heavy. 

There  is  i  position  on  my  left,  in  a  wood  on  St.  John's,  where 
one  heavy  gnn  would  l>e  powerful  against  Pringle,  but   I   bavi 
in! ranching  tool.-. 

Sorry  for  the  reverses al  Fori  Johnson,  |S.  C.  |.  but  we  must  make  it 
up  elsewhere. 

With  much  regard, 

J,  A.  Dablgskn, 
■  ■■•■  Adtnii 
General  QaBnaaBurmsaaa. 

I    8. — Yon  most  send  as  much  ammunition  by  the  two  rassels  as 

tin  \  . an  miI'i-Iv  carry. 

The  marines  of  tin-   Wabash,  Sonoma^  and  ire  to  be  i-i-nnncd 

to  their  resnretivc  vessels. 


Letter  from  Fleet  Captain  Bradford.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major  Wales,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding 
the  necessary  withdravral  of  the  U,  8.  B.  Daffodil. 

l'l.At.  SlK.WIIi:    PHILADELPHIA, 

Sto  i  hrolina,  ■■'  fJ^. 

Sib;  It  has  become  necessary  to  withdraw  the  DaffodtL    A-  -.la*  is 
absolutely  required  si  Qharleatoo,  ii  is  imporlanl  bhe  should  go  ironic 
diately.     I  regrol   this  necessity,  u   I  fear  it  may  inconvenience  you 
somewhat,  hut  such  may  not  be  the  case,  as  there  ere  several  army 
boats  here,  apparenth  doing  nothing. 
Wi  \  respectfully,  s( 

Jos,  M   Bbadi  0 

Major  Walks,  V .  S.  An 

Chhfty  <f".f 
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Bcport  of 


I*7»oU*.  U.  a  V*Ty.  ragmraiag 
Norfolk  PwiMt 


•fib*  IT.  8. 


.Tri.-i    »;. 


Admiral:  1  sent  t  at  yesterday  evening  in  tow 

•n  the  ebb  tide.     She  took  he  i  came  back 

tin-  nonrioff,  reportiog  that  in  the  present  condition  ol 

to  make  an j  beadwaj  with  the  tow,  and  therefore  let' 
Norfolk  Packet  to  go  on  by  benelf. 

I  send  mw  with  the  /Vim.  and  hope  that  she  will  succeed 

bettor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wll  UA1 

umander  and  Senior  Officer  Prineni 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dal 

Co,'  ■'■■  Blockading  Squadron, 


Detailed  report  of  Reir-Admirxl  Dahlgren,  TJ.  a  H»Ty,  rtgmrdisf  cooperative  moveoM&ts. 

Ho.  810.1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Near  Mr.  /  ',  July  1  /,  IS64. 

Sir:  On  the  90th  June  I   received  the  I>i  pnrtmenfs  communication 

stating  that  me  rebels  were,  preparing  for  a  simultaneous  move  on  the 

cade  maide  and  outside,  m  order  to  cover  the  exit  of  a  large  q 
tity  of  cotton. 

The  next  day  I  sent  the  A  >as  outside  err.  I 

1  tin-  blockade  south  of  Port  Royal,  wh 
when  the  chief  effort  was  t<»  be  made.    I  also  left  iton  for  P 

Royal,  in  order  to  confer  with  General  Foster  and  devise  some  mi 
for  count  ra<  ting  the  designs  of  the  rebels. 

'Ilif  genera]  preferred  to  cut  the  railroad  between  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  as  a  preliminary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  concentration  of 
me  rebel  forces. 

Some  days  were  required  to  collect  the  troops,  and  on  the  nigbi 

I lii    11  .lnl"    QeneraJ  Foster  left  Port  Royal,  and  I  also  with  the  mon- 
itor Mont 
The  plan  of  Greneral    Foster,  which   I    received   from  him,  was  as 
■we: 

Oeni'Ril  9ehifnme1fwmifl  will  bud  at  Luuareville  with  1,000  men  Friday  night, 
July,  and  will  also  land  2,000  men  on  I  on  the  same  night  1 

II    1  III.-. 

•  I  Basra]  Hatch  will  land  irook  at  the  same  th  4,000  met)  and  will  1*? 

at  tin'  firry  near  Eta  Bridge  on  Saturday  nigbl  to  dfin.instrate.  against  the 

rt  Pi  mberton  haps  Mondaj , 

-nil   Birni-y  will  go  iuto  North    K.li.-to  and  a*  high  as  possible   to  destroy 
r.iiln  ■;»■■!. 

The  Ha-.  >•  will  1  hi.  r  Stona  B  londng  and  previoufl  night  to  cooperate  with 

liitii!in-lf«Tii  11  I'.aMi-r;.  .1  Heceasionvdle. 

One  or  twogunboeiewUlaBO  i*i  cooperates 

This  is  a  demonstration  only,  bul  Into  1  real  attack  after  1 

saltation  between  I  ienei  1  ron 

If  General  Bchinu  ■>  in  Stonothat  he  intend 

luwtnii  the  works  In  from"  <<f  nlm,  ell  the  d&  p  nd  force  is  to  assist  him  and 

on  often  a*  he  repeat*  the  assault. 
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On  tin-  I'd  day  of  July,  as  soon  SB  the  tide  served,  the  monitors 
Lehigh  and  Mbntauk  crossed  the  StODo  Bar.  Besides  these  the  naval 
force  here  consisted  of  the  jRmotms,  MaDonough^  and  Racer. 

General  Sehimmclfennig  had  occupied  ground   in  Front  of  Colore 

[stand  early  in  tin-   D  of  the  2d,  and  tbfi  M'l '•>/<<»'</?>  (( 'aptiin 

Phythian)  opened  on  Batters  Prinze  and  contiguous  ivorl 
Laseended  the  Stonoin  the  Montauk  (Captain  Fillebrown)  as  soon 

as  she  ero-si.>d  the  bar,  but  in  tin-  darkness  of  the      'I  '  m  .■. 
si  Mo  to  judge  if  we  had  reached  an  effective  range,  and  the  channel 
ame so  narrow  that  the  piloi  was  reluctant  to  proceed,  the  vessel 
not  having1  a  foot  of  water  under  her  bottom,  and  Beveral  efforts  to  go 

farther  indicated  that  the  monitor  would  ground  with  R  Calling  tide 

Next  day  the  vessels  wore  in  position;  opened  on  the  rebel  batteries 

and  swept  the  ground  in  front  of  General  Sehinunelfennig's  position, 
where  he  believed  the  rebels  were  making  disposition  for  an  assault 

on  him. 

awhile  I  learned  that  an  attempt  to  carry  Battery  Simkins,  on 

tin1  extreme  right,  had  failed  signally. 

And  in  the  evening  (b-neral  Foster  arrived  from  EdistOa  where  the 
OOlumn  under  General  Birney  had  also  been  withdrawn  without  hav- 
ing produced  any  effect.  I  had  sent  the  Dai  Ok&ng  (Gaptain  Chaplin), 
WamevUa  (Gaptain  Lee),  and  Geranium  (Acting  Master  Montafi),  to 
assist,  but  the  latter  only  was  able  to  advance  far  enough  bo  come  in 
contact  with  a  rebel  battery,  which  was  done  very  handsomely. 

Meanwhile  General  Hatch  had  landed  on  the  southern  extremity  of 
John's  Island,  and  man-hod  aOTOSfl  it  SO  as  to  form  the  left  of  our 
position  at  this  place,  General  Sehimmelfeuniug  being  on  the  right 
and  the  navy  in  the  center. 

I  proposed  to  land  guns  and  plant  a  battery  on  the  John's  [shod 
bank  of  the  Stono,  which,  bnekeil  by  the  two  monitors,  would  silence 
the  line  of  works  which  bur  our  progress  a<  ross  .lames  Island. 

Tuesday  afternoon  General  Foster.  QeoeraJ  Batch,  and  myself 
land  rode  up  along  the  southern  bank  of  the  Stono.  where  we 

made  a  rl«  munition  of  the  rebel  works  on  the  Stono. 

The  engineer  officer,  however,  afti  r  :i  careful  scrutiny,  pronOUBOed 
the  works  too  strong  for  our  force. 

At  this  time  (itinera!  Hatch's  force  OOCUpied  ground  a  mile  or  two 
to  the  loft  of  our  locality. 

.Meanwhile  the.  two  monitors  were  in  position,  so  as  to  reach  Battery 
Pringle,  which  they  did,  sweeping  round  from  that  across  the  space 
between  the  rebel  works  and  General  Schinimeliennig'a. 

1  'he  Pawnee,  the  MoDanauah^  and  me  two  mortal  ohooners,  R<icer 
and  /'"'■(/,  maintained  a  steady  ore  In  the  seme  directions,  and  with 

good  effect,  as  the  annexed  letter  of  the  general  shows. 

Their  practice  was  exceedingly  good,  though  it  was  necessari 
limited  to  exert  any  decided  effect  on  the  works  themselves* 

On  Friday  General  Foster,  with  Genera]  Hatch,  came  on  and 

deeided    that    the    rebel    force    in    front    and    in   eonneetiini  with    their 

works  was  too  large  to  render  further  serious  efforts  profitable,  and 
therefore  the  troops  would  be  withdrawn  from  John's  Island. 

( )n  Saturday  (SMIi)  the  rebels  made  a  Btobborn  assault  on  OUT  advaneo 

00  Joha'i  bland  and  repeated  it.  but  were  repulsed  with  loss,  in  which 

1  am  told  the  blockadors  did  very  well.      During  the  night  of  the 9th 
the  embarkation  of  the   troops  in   the  transports  was   begun,  and 
Sunday  at  U  p.  in.  all  of  our  men  were  withdrawn  from  John's  [aland. 


if?    ATLANTIC    I 

Qenern]  '!•  toft  r  t«'ft  about  noon  for  Port  RoyeL 
Th.  vera,  however,  kepi  in  position  until  Monday.  dfljEgi 

in  order  to  <_'i\  ••  any  of  onr  >t  nn  opportunity 

I  Iwg  leave  to  mention  the  excellent  I  by  thi 

of  el  tain  Bradford.     The  junior  officers  of  thi 

active  and  useful — Lieutenant  M-  L.  Johnson,  Ensigns  K.  J.  I 
.?.  ('.  Pegram,  and  C.  H.  Craven, 
The dmerenl  vessels  win-  ably  handled  by  t  al  comn 

Commander  (!.  H.  Balch,  LieuU 
Stanmaa,  T.  Sootl  FUlebrown,  A.  W.  Johnson,  II.  L.  Phytfakua,  Ac 
lug  blasters  Ah  in  Phiimej  :iml  Edward  (i.  Fnrber. 
Chief  Pilot  W.  Il:ill:ir<i>  was  u.-eful.  as  usual. 
The  only  casualties  were  from  a  shot  w  rack  the  .'/.. 

taking  off  tin-  leg  of  James  N<  wounding  J 

i  \  seaman)  bo  thai  amputation  may  be  necessa 
■  I  Captain  J<  ihnson's  report 
I  have  tin  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoorobedienl  servan 

\   Dahlgbj 
Rt  'ir-  A  South  .[ 

lion.  (mn-'.oN  Wnii 

[Snclonn 

I  .  S.  Iboki  lad  Month  k, 
/?«twr,  South 
Admiral:  I  regret  to  inform  you  thai  in  engaging  Battery  Pi- ingle 
this  afternoon  James  Norton  (coxswain)  was  bo  seriously  wounded  by 
■  -hot  trnin  toe  enemy  as  to  render  the  amputation  of  bis  I 
eaiy.    JohnC.  Patterson,  ordinary  seaman,  was  also  severely  inyai 
in  tin-  left  log  by  tlie  same  shot 

The  deck,  on  the  port  aide  near  the  turret,  was  struck  twice,  and 
portion  of  i.hr  woodwork  Umrat1'    1'lintered. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  small  force  in  tho  old  earthworks  below 
Battery  Pringle  and  cheered  the  effects  of  the  rebel  shot    They  tired 
on  th«»  monitor  with  musketry,  but  were  dispersed  by  n  few  rot 
grape  ami  canisl 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A     W     JoHNSOH, 
IJt  >/(.,.-  ■  >mander.  Commanding  Mont 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgbjdj,  U,  s.  Navy, 

mmanding  South  AUantic  Blockading  Fleet. 


Report  of  Aiiittant  Burgeon  Zclatein,  U.  S.  Uavy,  regarding  cainalUei  on  the  U.  8.  S. 
Montaok  in  action  with  Battery  Pringle. 

l\  S.  IRONCLAD    Montai  k. 
Up  Stono  River,  South  Carolina,  July  I 
Sue:  1  have  to  report  iliat  on  the  9th  instant,  at  6  p.  m.,  while  the 
('.  s.  s.  Montauk  was  in  action  with  Battery  Pringle,  the  follow 
i  -i  oall  e  •  ed]: 

James  Korton,  atedand  contused  wound  ot  the  left 

■nn*!  ampui  > 
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John  C.  Patterson,  ordinary  seaman,  lacerated  and  contused  wound 
of  the  left  leg,  produced  by  a  solid  shot  brain  the  enemy. 

It   affords   mo    pleasure   to  uckn<  thl  >»  valuable  SSBlStaUj 

Passed  Assistant  burgeon  Kelson,  of  the  ftnoM^and  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Plant,  ol  ih«'  /.<  / 
Very  respectfully . 

I Ik  sin    * '     !'•<  KMKIN. 

A.  \Y.  .Johns..-.. 
L/ieiUtnani 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren, 
U.  8.  Navy,  returning  thanka  for  etticioat  naval  cooperation. 

Hikers.  Northern  District.  Dkpt.  of  the  South. 

Jamat  hl<in-l.  South  CaroU/na^  July ',.  1S6^. 

Admiral:  I  take  pleasure  in  uiformingyouof  tin-  excellent  practice 
our  gunboats  and  monitors  on  8tono  River  yesterday. 

They  drove  tin-  enemy  out  of  his  rifle  fit-  and  prevented  him  from 
emoting  an  earthwork  which  he  bad  commenced.    As  1  shall  probably 
bare  to  ooonpy  that  line  again  before  tobg,  this  fire  of  yum-  monil 
will  andoobtedl?  save  many  lives  on  our  Bide,  for  which  1  desire  to 
express  to  them  my  thanks. 

i  ron  all  the  informadon  i  have  alon#  my  lino  it  >  me  that 

the  reinforcements  which  the  enemy  have  receft  ed  are  small. 

The  enemy  has  moved  either  the  whole  or  a  pari  <>f  the  First  Regi- 
ment South  Carolina  Infantry  from  Sullivan's  island  on  to  my  front. 
They  arc  well  drilled  as  heavy  artillery. 

From  the  Intercepted  dispatches  of  the  enemy  I  learn  that  he  is  verv 
nervous  in  regard  to  Simkins  ami  Johnson,  expecting  another  attack 
even  moment, and  asking  the  rebel  commodore  Cor  reinforcements 

and  boats  to  guard  hi-  front. 

According  to  orders  received  from  the  franexa]  commanding 

department.   Forts  Putnam  and    Strong  have  again  opened    fire  on 

Blunter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  I.e.  very  re>pectfull\ .  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ScniMMi.i.rrNM 
ftrigodu  <•  ■  \g  Divtrictt 

Admiral  lUiucr 

<  '■niiuuiiiilin.y   South  ■■•rkni/!  ir.  ••ii. 


Report  of  Roar-Admiml  Dahlgron,  D.  8.  Wavy,  regarding  accuracy  of  firing. 

Fi.ao  Steam kr  PHILADIILFHIA, 

Off  .!/"/•/  /s  Island,  S 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  report4  from  Captain  Balch,  commanding  I  .  S.  S. 

Pawnee*  of  the  Bring  made  by  the  Dahlgreo  60-pounder  in  thai  vessel. 

The  distances  are  correctly  known  hi  the  chart  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

ITie  object  vraa  the  rebel  Battery  rrins^e,  on  the  ea  of  toe 

00,  a  very  formidable  work. 


1  consider  the  result  as  very  remarkable;  thai  king  9W 

out  of  Ml  BhotB.  at  m  distance  of  3,200  or  4,400 

The  whole  firing,  however,  was  excellent  with  the  vario  *»— 

ParroM   EMnofa  rise,   Dahlgren  XJ-inoh,  and  50-pounder,    XII! 
mortars,  etc— 4n  each  instance  the  aloud  of  earth  thrown  from  the 
work  exhibiting  the  great  sccurac 
The  XI-iiH'h  was  hred  with  80  pounds  dor. 

The  vessels  en gngcd  wore  the  .    ! 

r,  and  Para,  oonimanded  bj  Captains  Belch,  Sesames,  Job 
rhvthian,  Phinney,  and  Furb 

The  aoeuracg  <>(  tin-  rehel  ii  i  oonsiderable.     i  have 

three  successive  shots  onh  miss  the  turret.     In  one  instanoe  one  raan 
i  Leg  and  another  was  badly  wounded:  l*>th  in  the  Moi<t,mk. 
I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen  ant, 

.1.  A.   Dahlorbt, 
Baa  I  'omdg.  South  Atlan& 

Commander  II.  A.  Wot, 

<  1,'of  <</  />'",:, n/  •>/  (h't/jf!>< 


OrderofCa,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  W 

Nam,  he  schooner  ■  f<w, 

llocmai  rttiifui  from  Oh 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Ahams. 
QfMorrU  Island,  South  Ca  t&tj. 

Bib:  I  tiave  positive  information  that  the  schooner  Powh<mta« 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade  outward  to-night. 

Let  the  greatest  vigilance  be  observed  and  every  etTort  practicable 
he  made  to  capture  op  destroy  her. 

Order  the  three  tationed  "if  Breach  Inlet  t<-  close  in  well  and 

to  be  particularly  vigilant. 

Very  n-peetfullv,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  F.  ( 
Captain  Iton. 

Commander  J.  <'.  Wuaaamboi*.  or  Seniob  Officer, 

Offshore  Blockade,  off  Charleston  Bar,  s.  C. 


Order  of  th  Si 

/'.  .v. 


of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  /*'- 
ravy,  \dwg  I'.  s.  S,  Pontiao. 


N.w  \    1  ti  I'AUTMKNT.  July  2,  186 
bra:  Proceed  off  Charleston,  S.  (\.  with  the  V.  S.  S.  Pontiac  and 
report   to  Hem -Admiral  John  A.   Dahlgren   for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic1  Blockading  Squadron. 
Verj  >  fully,  etc, 

QlDBOM    W  F.I.I  : 

Seer*  ta\ 

Liem.-nant  ( '-•iuiiiander  JoHK   H.  \<i  --mi  , 

I  .  8.    s-   l  out i<i<-.  i  .-Ami. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUADBON. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  th.  JSfcwyto 
York,  to  xrn'l  th<   It,  8  tteo\  r  and   I  to  Morris 

{xhtml.    S.  I  '. 

Na\y  I)F.rAKT>ir.ST,  July  6,  28RJ. 
Sib:  Order  the./  w  to  prooeed  to  Morris  Island  and 

report  to  Rear- Adniiral  Dahlgren  fordutx  in  the  South  Atlantic  Block - 
;i'iiu'_'  S(|iuulron.     Caution  their  commanding  officers  to  be  extremely 
<-:ui -fill  in  navij/utintf  them,  to  keep  off  the  land,  and  u>e  the  had. 
\  I T>    n -pi  rtfully.  etc., 

Gideon  Wki.iks 
8eor\  tary  of  Wavy. 
Hear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

ComTruaiihixt  Navy  Yard,  aew  York, 


Ord*  r  of  Re*ir-.  UlminiJ  IhiJiI'/i:  j>.  (  .  S.  X,d>i/,  to  Waster  Dean% 

/'.  iV.  .V  martiUng  u,  8.  schooner  3  weed  with 

,///  haste  to  s'"/->  AV >■>,-. 

IYm i-STEAMKi:   Phi  ,i\. 

SU>»<>  River,  South  Gbotrfuio,  •hihjt:,  (8$4- 
Sin:  On  reporting  of  your  relief,  die  U.  8.  schooner  T.  A.  Ward, 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  this  port  with  all  hastoi 

Should  }""  be  becalmed  or  delayed  by  bead  winds,  show  this  order 
to  any  steamer  of  the  squadron  you  may  fell  in  with  and  not  on  special 

duty,  and  she  is  hereby  directed  to  tow  you  to  this  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 
/l\ '/'•-.  I •h,i '>;>>'.  i  bmdg.  South  AH  tding  Squadron* 

Acting  Master  B.  G  I>kax. 

Commanding  I     9i  SoAooner  Van  Smith. 


Letter  from  Captain  De  Camp,  U.  8.  Wavy,  to  dfirior- Genet  d  Fbster{ 
I .  a.  Army,  ream  man  of  a  battery  ■ 

Greek,  Fori  Soyal,  \  ( 

U.  s.  s.  Wabash, 

/',„'  Royal,  &  <:.  ./„tt/  >;.  \ 

(Iexeral:  By  dispatch  received  yesterdai  from  Admiral  Dahlgreii 
I  am  informed  that  it  i^  contemplated  bj  the  army  Forces  to  erect  i 
battery  of  two  guns  on  Skull  Creek,  and  thai  the  guna  are  bo  be  fur- 
nished by  nie  upon  your  requisition.      In  accordance  therewith  I 
I"  -late  that  tin    jjiui-  (calJIier  VIII  01    IX  inch)  will    he  promptly  —  nt 

whenever  you  may  call  for  them, 

1  remain,  general,  very  respet  i  fully,  your  ":  ant, 

oflv  Da  Camp, 
Gaptaito,  U,  S, 

Major-General  .1.  d.  I-Y»sii:i:.  U.  S.  Voluiit* N 

Oommo  uth. 
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.'.  u.  ■• 

vaer    )'•  none  cot" 

Ft. A'     S;  !   \\u:i;   I'lin 

Stono  R  ■•.  -Inly  r,  / 

You  niv  hereby  detached  from  tin  md  of  the  i 

n,  and  eceipt  of   this  order  you  will,  without 

■mume  command  <>f  the  U.  S.  S. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  I  >  A 1 1 1 
Bear  Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlant 

Lieutenant-!  oiimiiinuVr  Jonathan  YOUNG,  I 

Commanding  I  .  S.  S.  I  -  Wae&aw  Sotmd. 


hniral&ahlgr-».  f.  s.   Vavy,  to  Lieutenant  dfahai 
I',  s.  .X'lry,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  f.   S.   & 

arrou. 

Flag  Steameb  Pmi.AnKi.riuA. 

olina,  July  7,  /vtf^. 

Sue:  Von  i  by  (li-tach.'(l  fromthe  1     S    5.  Jamet  Adoer.  and 

on  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  aesume  temporary  command  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Chnii wok 

Very  ivspert  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.!.  A.  Dahi.ukkn. 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  & 

Lieutenant  Alfred  T.  .Maiian,  I.  s.  Nh 

U.  S.  8.  Jan        \dger,  off  Georgetown 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to Lieutes 


■■■.  I  .    v 
the  U.  8.  S.  San 


No. 


avy,  to  '■■■  nporary  ■ 


Sik:  On  receipt  of  this  order,  you  will  assume  temporary 
of  the  ironclad  c  mm3  do  the  reporting  of  your  relief 


Flag-Steamer  PhtladelphiAj 
Stono  River,  South  Carolina^  July  7,  t8b%> 

command 
Lieu- 

tanant-ComtiiaiKliM-  .)oii:itli;iii  Yonri^.  you  will  riMinic  lommandof  the 
in  mcla  I 

\  i .-! -\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A.  Dahlgju 

Rear-Admiral^  Comdg%  South  Atlantic  B  \dron. 

Lieutenant-! 'oiiimaudrr  T.  BoOTT  Ffl.TiEEEQWN,  I'.  S.  Navy. 

('.  s.  Ironclad  Paeeaic,  off  < 
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Order  of   /.  •' .    S1,    Navy,  U  Master 

Baldwin,  <     8,  Navy,  to  otto  \d  qftht   I    8.  a,    0    '/. 

l\  Hit. 

Kl.AO-Sl  I.AMKi:   I'hII.ADKUMII  A, 

retina,  July  ?,  £864. 
Sik:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  r.  s.  s.  &od  will 

report  without  delay  Eo  I  /ommander  William  Reynolds,  commanding 
naval  depot  h(  Port  Royal,  for  command  of  the  IT.  s.  S.  o.  .]/.  /Welt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlobbh, 
/,',•.  ,.  fuaaron. 

Acting  Master  I".  M.  Baldwin. 

U.  8.  8.  Sonoma, 


Order  of  L'  oral   DaMgrm,    I .  ■  >.  to  Acting  Eat 

>'..  1 '.  &  Navy,  to  <■■  •    f  ''<■   •'  ■  8-  a.  >•  ' 

Flag  Steams  Pbiladzlfhu, 
Stono  /i'.'r.r.  South  1  '.  My 8,  1864. 

Sin:  On  reporting  of  your  relief,  Acting  Master^  Bfote  Chariee 
(Jrir\ a,  you  "ill  consider  j "111  sell  detached  broiB  t i a •  -  (J.  S.  s.  ufo» 
aiiilwill.witlii.nl  < l«l:i v.  reliei <•  Acting  Ensign  Israel  T.  rialsteaa,  in 
1  ommand  of  U&€  l".  8.  s.  />/*. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obei  b 

J.  A.  Dahlgbjbh, 
dmirali  Clomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squatk 

Acting  Ensign  ISkn.i.  H.  Chadwigk,  U,  B.  Navy, 

>'.  S.  Jonox 


Ordm  ofth\  8ec\  v '■  Rear  Admiral  Datdgron^  U.  8. 

A 

Navy  Dupaxment,  July  8,  1864. 

Sik:  I  have  received  yonr  No.  BOO,  in  whiefa  there  iaasuggi 
that  a  rigkL  order  be  published  bj  the  Department  drawing  bEeatten* 
taon  of  naval  vessels  and  others  to  the  neceeaitj   oi   not  passing  the 
health  vessel  anchored  outside  me  liarboi  before  being  visited  by  the 
health  off! 

The  1  one  and  regulation!  on  1 1« i  —  subject  an- a  matter  that  the 

Department  leaves  to  the  miiitan  and  naval  Buthoritiee  on  the  coast, 
mi!  they  oan  issue  nob  orders  u  may  seem  wise  and  aeeessary. 
\  1  rj  respectfully, 

0XDEOS    WbLLBS, 

Bear  Admiral  Jno.  A.  I Uhlorj 

ntth  A  thin  fir  Blockading  >l. 
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Report  '  Ikthhjri,.  i  .   s.  ,\. 

hi/  tfi'    ( .  8.  S.    ' 

i4.  j  Flag-Steam 

:  I  have  bo  inform  the  Deportment  thai  01 
I      s.   S  '.  Licuti  n;i[i.  '  tptured 

mall  aide  a/heel  steamer  i&z,  which  vessel  left  I  ie  night 

bound  to  Nassau. 

ha  I  "ii  hoard  :.  i  I  talcs  of  upland  rotton,  10  men,  and  a  en 
named  Postell,  who,  I  am  told,  was  formerly  a  11  tan  inth< 

The  cargo  will  bo  sent  north  by  the  Massachuseti 
The  teasel  maki  al  of  water,  and  the  proper  disp 

of  bar  will  have  to  be  determined  by  survey. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  add  ihat  the  prevalence  of  variola  In  the  A 
fiofiuMAwiff,  with  the  measures  necessary   to  prevent   its  spreading, 
requires  more   medical   officers  than  an-  at    present  disjxwable    in 

squadron. 

I  1ki\ ■«•  also  to  report  that  the  rebel  schooner  I  ■ 
tared  on  the  night  of  July  7  by  the  I     S,  steamers 

r,  while  attempting  to  pass  out  of  Charleston  Harbor,  hound 
Nassau. 

She  had  on  hoard  a  3  hales  of  cotton  and 

1  transmit  copy  of  report  of  capture  made  by  the  captain  of 
Azak 

I   have  the  honor  to  Im>.  >  -peetfully.  your  obedient  servant 

•  I    A 
Rxii'-A  South  Atlantic  /" 

Hon.  QldbON   Wfi.i.ks. 

■ 


fiioMx,  I  .    V    Vavy \  giving  additional  !r 
\Hon  regarding  "■    . 

JUL!   9,   i- 
Ai-mihal:  I  send  you  the  papers  of  the  prize  steamer  Jda\ 
The  report  made  bo  me  by  the  tug  which  I  Bent  to  speak  the  prim 

-all  wrong. 
She  was  out  of  Sapefo  and  bad  fifty  odd  bales  of  cotton  on 
Tin    prize  master  reports  that  the  Sonoma,  in  towing  her,  o\ 
her  wooa  ends,  and  thai  she  would  have  sunk  had  be  not  rtu 
the  headi  last  night. 
11.  has  stuffed  cotton  in  the  wood  ends  and  thinks  she  will  not  make 
l   when  he  hauls  off. 

I  Buppost  a  survej  should  be  bald  on  the  steamer,  and  bercotta 
north  by  the  Ms  on  her  next  trip. 

Her  oommandei  te  \N  .  Et,  Postell,  formerly  b  midshipn 
Navj  of  L881 

Verj  n  .  your  obedient  servant, 

WrxLUM  Re  wolds, 
Coni  /*r«8ent* 

Bear'  admiral  J,  A.  DaB&osnr, 

,,,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8o\ 
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Rrj  ./<.    f .   8.  -Y"<->/.  tra  tpori  >•/  th> 

<<l]  ixmncr  Por.ih.-mt.x  ...  ■  ■■,    .S.    <\ 

Y .    S.    Sine  John    Adams, 
nf  Morris  T$Umd,  South  fitly  0,  I 

Sir:  I  haw  tin-  bonor  to  report  that  theConfedc  booner  Poca 

hontga  was  cjipturiMl  last  night  while  attempting  to  ran  the  blockade 
outward. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Acting  Master  [F.  W.|  Strong  and 
feting  Ensign  [.I.  D.]  Dexter  in  relation  i<>  the  onpfufS|  and  also 
papers  foondoo  board  of  her. and  shall  wait  for  your  orders  in  regard 

to  her  disposal. 

The  captain  of  the  VboohontoA lia  owner  of  the  vessel  and  lias  bis  wife 
mi  board.  Be  states  that  there  an-  at  Charleston  three  Ironclads 
ready*,  and  the  rebels  are  hastening  tin-  completion  of  another  on  the 

storks,  ami  patting  <>n  lin  Sti  |  \  1 1  n  thickness  (if  plating,  several  shots 

from  Morris  [aland  having  penetrated  her.  <  iomraou  report  at  (  !hai  I 
ton  sa\s  when  ahe  is  ready  a  raid  will  be  made  by  the  rams  and  tor- 
pedo boats  on  the  vessels  al  this  anchorage.  That  tin- .steamer 
bo  start  out  last  night,  boi  broke  down.  That  there  were  but  seventeen 
men  in  Fort  Johnson  when  the  attack  was  commenced  by  the  army. 
That  the  rebels  are  expecting  an  attack  OH  Fort  Sautter  by  us  and 
are  making  preparations  t<>  meet  it. 

Ofi  the  night  Of  the  1th   in-taut  :i  contraband  n -ached   thfl 

having  made  bns  escape  from  Charleston.    He  u  not  intelligent,  and  I 
can  not  obtain  any  information  from  him. 

On  the  sight  of  the  7th  instant,  two  men,  representing  thai   they 

belotfg  to  the  Sixty -fourth  New  York  Regiment,  one  to  (  ompany  A  and 

other  to  Company  F.  were  picked  op  by  the  Daffodil  from  a  boat. 

Tin  i   itab   that  they  m  stored  b<  fere  Petersburg,  [Va. ],  on  the 

i'.»th  ultimo  and  escaped  from  the  rail  i  ars  abonl  L06  mi  Irs  from  ( ifaariee- 
ton,  while  in  transit  to  some  place  of  confinement  in  Georgia.    'I 
are  desirous  of  returning  to  their  regiment. 

Will  va  please  instruct  me  whaK  to  do  with  them  and  the  contra- 
I  Kind,  and  also  the  two  deserters  that  Colonel  [William]  Gurneyhaa 
retoj  nodi 


Please  Bend  the  DqffbdU  back  tonight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient    i  n  mt, 

J.     V.    (JltKEN, 

• , ,  and  Senior  t >jfi> >/■  of  •  ■■,». 

Bear  -Admiral  .1.  A.  Djhlobbn, 

(.'mi, (Uj.  Si,,,;},  A'i'Ui'i.-  Bloekadi  "Iron,  Stono  ffin 

■iirL-.l 
[J.   8     S       \zai.K*.   July!*,  1864. 

Sin    1  respectfully  report  the  capture  at  Ll:80p.  m.,  Juh  B.  of  the 

schooner  Pocahontm.  of  and  frou  ton.  s.  c.  bound  t"  Nassau. 

New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  53  bale*  of  cotton  and  299  boxes  of 
tobacco. 

She  was  boarded  simultaneously  by  boats  of  this  and  the  U.  S.  S 
8vwt  Brier,  the  officers  of  iwitli  boats  olaiming  precedence  in  board- 
ing.   I  would  prefer  that  a  prise  crew  be  detailed  from  the  > 
I',,',, ,-.  as  I  have  no  office]  td  fan  heir. 


am: 


vn.wnr    BLOCK  ID 

i  ii.  following  papen  «ind  in  the  possession  of  her  •  -nptain: 

r  ( lharie  I  ..  to  Nassau,  New  Provide 

Manifest  of  >r. 

She  hae  been  thoroughly  searched  under  my  supervision  for 
band  articles,     [find  no  mail  or  letters  of  any  description  excen 
private  letters,  belonging  to  the  captain  ana  his  wife,  in  which  I  find 
nothing  suspicion 

I  tiiK  1  b  large  Confederate  Bag  concealed  in  the  cabin;  also  a  m 
I        ish  flag. 

ii"   captain  of  the  /*«■■  Joseph  G.  Beater,  ha 

full  Buit  -.f  the  uniform  of  :t  lieutenant  in  the  ( 
States  Naw.  which  he  Btates  he  purchased  in  England  a  tew  mon 
since.     1I-'  belongs  In  Oxford,  N.  G,  and  married  his  wife 
with  1 1 i ni >  in  Columbia,  s.  <'..  on  the  isth  June,  ultimo. 

Ilf  states  that,  being  desirout  ■  >!  leaving  the  t  ionfederate  Stat 

rested  a  Bum  of  Confederate  money  inhw  possession  in  iln**rhoone 


inv 


the  vessi 

for  Nassau,  New  IV.  'mi 


;  I  cargo,  and  thai  bol 
rate  property;  states  that  he  cleared 
intended  (<•  ran  to  Bermuda  had  he  Bscaped  the  blockade  and  tin-  wind 
proved  ftur.    Ha- a  person  on  board  whom  he  calls  i  Bermuda  j»il«>t. 
The  oaptain  states  that  when  l>"  found  capture  inevitable  be  threw 
overboard  a  small  package  of  letter*)  in  hia  charge.     Says  they  v. 
to  Coniederate  prisoners  in  New  York.     His  own  personal  effects 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  consist  only  of  wearing  apparel 
belonging  to  himself  and  wife. 
Tne  schooner  has  a  fair  suit  of  sails,  and  i>  tight,  but  is  deficient  in 
round  tackle,  having  but  oneanchoi  Id,  untrustworthy  chain; 

he  has  but  two  water  casks,  capable  of  holding  260  gallons  water.     In 
other  raspecta  I  judge  hex  tit  to  proceed  to  n  Northern  port 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeot  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  \V.  Stboi 
Act! nn  M<isr, ,-.  ■  i  .  s.  S.  A 

Rear- Admiral  JOHH  A.  Daih.uukn, 

( fymdff.  South  ■  tton. 


VfiqfS*  D'thhjntt.  I'.  S.    Va  ry,  regarding  ths removal 

.  >n  of  th>    U.    S.  sA*p  Nan   //" 

No.  316.]  Flag-Stkavkk  PHILADELPHIA, 

su  r,  South  Carolina,  July  0,  186 

Sir:  I  regret  t<>  inform  the  Department  that  the    V  w  // 
still  quarantined  on  account  of   iznallpox.    Twenty-thr»  d  all 

have  been  taken  from  her  t"  h  lazaretto  ship,  of  which  i  have  ilied. 
The  last  ease  from  the  Yov>  HamptKiis  was  .yesterday. 

Being  deprn  e  services  of  the  large  body  «»i'  men  who  an-  on 

rd  of  thai  vessel  is  a  serious  inconvenience,  and  ii  is  ven  difficult 
idge  From  the  medical  reports  when  the  recurrence  of  the  i 
cases  will  cease. 
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r,fi-) 


In  order  to  assist  in  this  purpose,  I  stall  approve  of  tin  rronunen- 
nation  of  Acting  Pled  Sargfton  Lowber,  i<>  remove  all  i li«-  crew  of  the 
\    ■  Ha  ishore  to  Buy  Point. 

I  h&ye  the  honor  to  be,  irerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•i.  A.  Dahi  qrrn, 
Rear~Adm,irah  >  <•>/////  Atlantic  B 

Hon.  Gideon  WeLI 

"If- 


Report  of  Riiir-Aihit'nal  iMhlaren^  U%  •"*'•  Ifbvytqftk\  at  I '<>if 

aoyat,  S,  0*tqftAt  I  taw. 

No.  317.]  i .u..-inr  PHILADELPHIA, 

..  South  Carolina,  July  10,  t 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department   that   the  TeoumeeA,  Captain 
I   i  ivi'M,  arrived  at  Port  Rovul  <>n  tin-  Sth  instant  in  tow  ot  I 
and  aecompnnied  by  the  /uitatff. 

The  Teewnseh  lb  reported  to  oei  I   some  repairs,  sod  is  in  want  of 

coal,  as  is  also  the  K<it,nr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rexpeet  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.).  a.  Dahlgren, 
Bear-Admiral^  Oomda.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (Iideon  Weu.ks. 
Secretary  <>f  th 


L<t!-  Bern  Admiral  Dahlgren*  U,  8.   YavyttotKt  Secretary  of 

tfu  A'"'-//,  making  enquiry  ling  th*   prolonged  aoeenee  of  the 

U.  jS.  eteamen  Potomeha  and  Flambeau  fop  repair*, 

Fi.m.  Sti  ameh  Philadelphia, 
No.  3ii7.|  Fori  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <\.  J„h,  i;>.  18Gb. 

Sue:   I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that    the  l.  S.  S.   PtOtomeko, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R.  P.  Swann  eommandimjr.  arrived  here 

yesterday  from  Baltimore,  and  has  been  ordered  to  Si.  Simon's  Sound 
to  relieve  the  V.  S.  S.  FUnmbeou. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  IVpartui'tit  I"  the  faet 
that  both  the  fisrtoauka  and  Flambeau  have  been  absent  from  this 
squadron  fur  a   period  id'  four  months  and  a  half,  whieh  seems  to  be 

an  unusual  length  of  iim<-  to  complete  the  necoooBry  repairs  on  these 

vessid.s. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respvetfullv.  your  obedfcnl  -«i  I  ;mr. 

j.  A   Dabxqhbk, 

Rem  -Aili,<a->tL  I  '  Atlantic  Bl'.»:k>n/.' 

Hon.  Gideon  Wki.i.ks, 

Stcn.Umj  <>/ 1 fit    X'cy. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUAJQBOV. 

ler  of  Rea/r-Admiral  Dahlqrm%  V.  S  g  Vohm 

Zaevtenant  Oa/nendtfy  i  .  >'.    i  nq  U,    S.   v    ' 

off  Cape  Bamatn,  Soutfi  ' 

Flac.-Steamek   PHILADELPHIA, 
/'-/•/  Royal  Harbor,  8    <     ■>'■ 

>ii;:  Vmi  will  pit »  -  1 1  j  -  -  Fl  'in  dei  youi  eommaad  t<« 

('<i|M-  Bomaio,  ana  cruise  in  that  ncinity,  rui  nilce 

seaward,  and  then  Intboi  Bring  the  limits  of  •    I  (atfa 

oms  as  wi-ii  :i-.  possible,  and  a  n  the  month  of  the 

Santee,  wli.-i'i-  it  is  •  i  Hut  iltr  rebels  enter  aod  Bend  out  i 

siderable  Quantities  of  supplies  and  produce. 

Ton  will  give  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R.  P.  Swann  all  the  nec- 
essary information  for  effectually  blockading  St  Simon's,  and  tranf 
your  pilot  to  the  Potomaka. 

Foo  will  stop  :il  Port  Royal  lot  OOal  and  provisions  on  your  «;n 

Cape  Bomain. 

Very  respectfully,  yonrobedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  I>mii-,ima% 
Bear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  Booth  Atlantic  Blocka 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieoteoanl  d  Cavehdt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  St.   9i 


Report  of  Ad! n <j  Matter  Ditrand,  I .  S.   Vavi 

■/nit/  /.J,  186JL  '/'//if'   attempting  //»  d< 

pi  ■'■  ■■  r  Wiit,  r  Witch. 

Pawtctcket,  R.  I..  December 8, 

Sm:  [have  line  honor  to  make  th«-  following  report  ol  my  capture 
by  the  iMit'inv.  duly  l  J.  L864,  while  attached  t<.  the  u.  S.  s.  Paid  Jo 
Lientenant-Gommanoai1  Kdward  E.  Stone,  then  bi<  gatOssabaw 

Bound,  < foorgn. 

I  left  tin-  ship  on  tin-  evening  of  duly  LS  for  the  purpose  of  en 
oring  to  burn  the.  I'.  S.  S.  water  II  V  A.  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  lying  at  Yellow  Bluff,  several  miles  up  the  Vernon  River, 
above  Fori  1  lean  lieu.  I  had  with  me  two  picked  men  and  a  guide 
named  John  Lovett.  a  deserter  from  Savannah,  who  was  to  take  me 
within  sight  of  the  Water  Witok.  We  intended  to  land  up  the  Burn- 
Bide  Rner.  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  conceal  the  boat  in  the 

than  walk  across  to  Yellow    Bluff,  00  t  In  -  Ycinon,  and   stay  there  till  I 

found  a  good  opportunity  to  fire  the  reasel,  whether  ahe  lay  at  the 
wharf  or  in  the  narrow  stream.     I  was  well  provided  with  combusti- 
bJen,  and  felt  certain  that,  with  the  assistance  of  our  of  nay  men,  I 
could  get  on  board  of  her  in  tin-  night  and  >.-t  her  on  fire,  a 
with  the  certainty  of  being  captured  afterwards.     After  the  vessel  ■■■ 

seen  to  be  on  Bra,  the  n  were  t -i 

back.    Captain  Stone  had  given  dm  no  pai  I  iculai  as  to  hoi 

should  proceed  to  Kuril    her,  exrept.  to  act    as    hest    I    could   under  the 
circumstances,  but  I  was  ordered  to  keep  uiysrli  concealed  during 
daytime. 

At  midnight  on  the  13th  1  landed  on  8kiddaway  Island,  and,  after 
much  labor,  we  dragged  the  boat  across  into  the  Burnside  Eiiver,  thus 
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getting  p:i-i  Fort  Beanlieu,  :unl  remained concealed  until  t h«*  following 
night,  which  wan  epenl  in  vainly  endeavoring  to  find  a  '-mall  en 
which  tin-  guide  Baid  ^^ on Ui  take  lis  to  tin'  nearest  point  toYellon 
Bluff.  Ai  daylight  concealed  ourselves  on  Pigeon  [aland,  the  guide 
■mmrinfl  un1  that  it  was  perfectly  safe  to  do  so,  hut  at  n  nri  «•  I  eliinhed 
u  tree  and  found  that  we  were  dose  to  a  huge  rebel  earthwork,  which 
had  no  armament,  but  «n>  occupied  ii-h  picket  station,  This  wort 
was  about  5  miles  north  (left)  oi  Pari  Beaulieu.  1  now  bund  that  the 
guide  bad  do!  been  in  that  vicinity  since  the  war  commenced,  and  of 
course  knen  nothing  of  any  earthworks  recently  erected)  but  he  knew 
exactly  where  all  the  pickets  were  located.  At  s  ».  m.  a  boat  con- 
taining four  white  nun.  surveyors,  and  some  negroes,  landed  on  the 
island,  abreast  of  out  place  of  concealment.  We  could  have  shot  the 
whole  party,  but  that  would  have  endangered  the  success  of  the  expe- 
dition fry  alarming  the  pickets  in  the  tort,  so  one  of  the  negroes  was 
taken  ana  concealed  bj  mj  men,  and  when  the  surveyors  missed  him 
they  commenced  to  search  tor  him  and  discovered  tin-  bows  of  our  boat 
in  the  bushes,  and,  suspecting  an  enemy  by  the  disappearance  of 

ro,  they  quickly  returned  to  their  boat  and  pulled  for  the  fort  to 

rive  the  alarm.     When  the]   bad  rounded  a  point,  which  concealed 

them  ami  tin-  fort,  from  us,  I  quicklj  crossed  the  river  and  landed  on 

Skiddaway  Island  again,  placing  the  boat  In  a  gully,  Intending  to  oon- 

jelves  in  the  woods  until  night  and  then  cross  the  Burnside  at 

another  point  and  walk  rapidly  In  the  direction  of  Fellow  Bluff;  but 

t  ooon,  while  going  through  a  aarrowpath  in  the  woods,  we  were 

met  \)\  :i  s.'.-iiiinw  party  of  ivhel  soldiers,  quickly  surrounded,  and  I 

then  lurrendered.    The  rebels  numbered  34,  including  two  ooflnnns> 

stoned  officers     Thus  ended  mv  ardent   hopes  of  burmng  tin-   li 

Witok 

The  guide  was  recognized  by  some  «>f  the  soldiers,  who  had  known 

him  iii  Savannah,  and  thither  the  whole  party  was  taken,  including  the 

ro,  who  was  restored  to  his  owner,  but  the  guide  was  shot  in 

Bavannah  September  27,  ls<>4. 

I  wassent  to  Macon,  Ga.,  duly  17.  and  my  men  were  sent  to  Ander- 
lonviUe,  Ga.,  the  same  day.  duly  29  I  was  lent,  with  000 other  Fed- 
era]  officers,  to  Savannah,  as  Macon  was  unsafe,  on  account  of  the 
raids  of  General  Stoneman.    September  IS  I  wassent  to  Charleston. 

8.  ''..and    nominallv   placed   under    lire   of   our   hatterie-   on    Mollis 

i  I, ind.    October  i  1  was  sent  to  Libta  Prison,  Richmond,  with  other 
naval  prisoners,  and  remained  until  October  18,  when  all  naval  pris- 
i hi. 'i  .  were  sent  North  on  parole. 
At  Macon  the  ration-  furnished  the  prisoners  were  poo  insnf* 

.it      \i  iii  the  prison  camp  was  commenced  by  Colonel 

(oou    Brigadier-General)   R.   A.   Wayne.   First    Regiment   Georgia 

ulars,  and  every  attention  was  paid  to  the  want-  of   the  prisOUei '-. 
the  ration.-,   being  good  and  ample.      At    Charleston   the    CattOfH   Wen 

poor  and  wholly  insufficient,  rations  served  out  I*  a  days  often 

lasliiujr  only  live  da\s.      At  Libbl    1'rison.  Kiehmond.  the  rations,  i  on 

slating  of  corn  bread,  poor  beef,  and  were  wholly  insufficient. 

'I'Im -re  an-  three  Ironclad  rams  on  the  dame.-  River,  and  a  fourth  just 

launched  and  beinjr  plated  a1    Richmond.     There  is  another  on  the 

Stocks,  although  no  work  i-  being    lone  on  her.      Four  small   wooden 

ii  tUgB,  two   paddle-wheel  steamer-,  and  two  small    torpedo   hoat- 


Mis 
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were  all  the  ac(  tela  on  the  James.    Hie  To 

If]  is  moored  and  osed  as  a  Bohool  and 
L  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver]  reapectf  ally,  your  obedlonl 

1     BO.    \\.    i' 

La  '  ..■  .'.••' 
Hon.  Grown  Wku  i 

\. .■■/■.  tan  of  1 1-  Navy,  H'"  A  ' '. 


Report  of  Captain   Green,  u,    S.   Novu^i  qjf  Oh 

. 

I'.  S.  Sun-  JoHK    Adams, 
( '•!    Mot  <  it  Island,  South  * 
Sir:  1  respectful  I  v  submit  for  your  information  us  follows; 
Vour  order  relatme  bo  the  the  I lth  instant,  did  not 

roadi  oie  until  after  she  bad  tefl  this  anchorage  for  Btono.     I  have 
sent  an  order  to  her  by  the  Banmi  Mo*  com* 

plating  the  delivery  of  ordnance  stores  at  Stono,  which  oi  not 

at  been  oomplfed  with.    The  Vavmee  arrived  and 

the  Wamsutta  to-day. 

This  ship,  as  well  as  the  Paramount,  I  consider  in  an  inseenn 
ditiou  on  account  of  having  loaded  shell  and  ordn&rt  wed 

between  decks  above  *  1  >  *  -  irater  line. 

F  intend,  unless  you  disapprove  of  the  arrsngemi  nt,  to  remove  from 
the  S>  rSbner  to  the  Ooorgta,  which  vesw  I-  are  now  ai  Stono,  all  ord 
nance  store-  excepting  powder,  and  to  bring  the  former  vessel  here 
for  the  porpOse  of  putting  on  board  of  her  as  main  loaded  shell  from 
this  ship  and  the  Fwamount  aa  at  >\*. 

Acting  Master  Gilford  took  passage  North  in  the  Mtumchui 
I  save  detailed  for  scout  dutj  Acting  Master  ECempton,  "i 
Supply,  and  Lcting  Ensign  Gairy,  of  the  Acacia,  and  ordered  A.<  I 
Ensign  [frank]  Fisher  temporartiy  to  this  ship. 

[  would  state  that  this  ship  is  very  much  in  need  oi  compel 
offices 

There  are  on  hoard  of  this  ship  Lfi  oontrabrands,  I11  males  and  D 
females,  (hat  escaped  Prom  Bull's  Bay  and  came  off  t<>  the  Blunt  on  the 
n  th  instant     1  shall  send  them  hy  the  firs(  opportunity  to  Port  Koyal. 

Since  my  application  of  the  li'ih  instant  to  nave  the  Rome  sent  hi 
for  weighing,  mooring]  etc.,  I  am  informed  thai  it  is  doubtful  whether 
she  can  be  put  in  ;i  condition  for  thai  kind  of  service.     If  such  be  the 
case.  I  would  Buggesl  that  one  of  the  mortar  schooners  may  be  sen!  h 
instead  of  her.  titt<-<l  with  targe  hawse  holes,  holts  for  deck  tackle. 
The  Sweet  />'         engines  and  appurtenances  require  repairs.    Chief 
Ineei  Stamm  estimates  it  will  occupy  six  days  to  make  them,  and 
recommends  her  going  to  Port  Bo 

As  moonlight  nights  prevail  now,  1  shall  dispatch  her  to  Port  Bo 
Sunday,  and  have  to  request  of  yon  to  give  directions  that  there  be  no 
y  in  making  the  repairs,  her  presence  her*  •luring  the  dark  nights 
being  indispensable  to  guard  Sullivan's  Island  Channel. 
Very  respectfuur,  voor  obedient 

.1.  F.  Gre 
I  'aptaiii  /nit/  S  Officer  off  Charleston* 

Rear-Admiral  .1.  A.  Paiii.uijkn. 

Tunandmg  South  Attantw  Blockading  &qvad\ 
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•  qf  R,  •a- A'}  nil  ml  DaMgren,  U.  s.  Nitvi/j,  to  Gaptcm 

f\   S.   \,in/.  i-ri/tm/ihi/  f/h    /'.   S>   8.    Ifniiie. 

Flag -Stbambb  Pan .apkm'hia, 
ftrt  ffoyoJ  //",w.  My  /-.  t8S4. 
Str:  I  srmi  you  t  !u-  fi&mi  for  the  purpose  referred  to  before,  also 
hospital  amp:  aheoaa  probably  i    m?i  do  board  trfthoul  incoo 
ienoe  ;«  quantity  of  the  unloaded  shell,  etc.,  now  on   board  the 
Adanw%  tiuis  partially  clearing  the  Adami  decks.     Please  hare  the 
i:irv  condition  of  the  AdoffU  looked  into;  men  will  ho  sent  to  her 
In  r  u  soon  hs  jNjssihlo. 

Afb  r  cninoletintj  the  changes,   ■  -t «  ..    in   the  anehnrs  and    buoys  at 

Charleston,  plsasedixeot  As  commanding  officer  of  the  I  hum-  to  report 

hen1,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  'h'jHit .  for  repairs. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

j.  a.  Dahlgsbk, 

P. -n - A'h, •'■'.>' ,  Covulg.  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  8gvadron> 

Captain  JoflBFH   V.  (Jkkkn. 

Senior  Oj}i<>r  <>ff  Morris  Island. 


Order  of  Boar-Admiral  DoMgron^  U.  8,2fomuto  Lioutonant-C 
$,   Navt/j  commanding  ('.  8.  8,   Band  •/ 
yarding  tha position  qfthat  vessel  on  tl,  ■■<>. 

FlAG-StBAMXH   I'liiLAnKiJ-iiiA. 
Port  RuiffiJ   ffnih"/\   South    C'lmlnia.  Jui'r,   /.;,    iSfj'h 

Sot:  1  send  the  Qoranimm  for  duty  with  yon  at  Ossabaw. 
You  will  beat  Ht>erty  t<»  reestablish  your  position  on  Inside  block- 
.  if  you  deem  it  best  to  do  so.     If  BO,  1  refer  you  to  my  foin 
letters  in  this  connection. 
I  do  not  myself  deem  it  necessary  that  the  Pland  Jbn<*  -hcui.i 

preserve  that  or  any  other  position  habitually,  but  should  00  the  con- 
trary never  allow  me  rebels  to  make  any  calculation*  where  you  are 
to  be  found;  constant  movemenl  confers  a  great  advantage. 

You  will  observe  that,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  it  is  never  advisable 
to  ri«k  a  great  deal  for  little  or  nothing;    Die  interior  waters  of 

Ossabaw  are  of  no  consequence   lo   the    rebels,   nor  their  occupation 

of  importance  tons.  My  own  operations  are  entirely dependenl  on 
those  of  the  army,  which  is  uou  enjoined  to  n  ntaiti  on  fche  defensive. 

I  consider  it  well  for  yon  t<»  be  in  Qssabaw  by  day.  and  occasionally 

at  night  instead,  but  never  to  remain  a  day  and  eight  successively. 

Still  I  will  leave  much  to  yoi  tkm,  and  jrou  can  report  what 

course  you  pursue. 

Let  me  know  if  vou  are  is  aeedoi  anything  tor  the  proper  con- 
dition of  your  vessel. 

•  pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

v.  Dahlobbv, 
Bear  Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  fyuadron. 

Lieutenant -Coiiiiuander  K.  K.  STONE, 

8.   S.   Paul  J>,netf. 
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DaMffi 

Ufa  ■>,</'.»/  l>  flu  /■". 

/>  /■/>■>/ '  for 

Navy  i  .  Jul,,  !'.  /.s. 

Bib:  En  your  dispatch,  No.  190,  if  the  14th  of  May,  after  some  i>" 
sating details  of  transactions  connected  with  your  squadron  and  at 
operations,  with  allusions  to  disappointments  and  duninution  of   j 

>u  express  an  "apprehension thai  there  will  )»■  no  opportunity 
for  active  operations  against  the  enemy  a1  this  place  for  some  I 
which  account^  and  having  effected  all  that  1  believe  to  be  In  im  power 
to  punish  the  atrocious  rel  rborhere,  Ii  iflktobe 

relieved  and  transferred  to  some  other  duty  where  1 
labor  for  the  DauBe," 

If  1  diil  not  immediately'  respond  it  was  not  because  1  was  inatteoi 
to  the  request  or  to  the  circumstances  in  which  you  are  placed.  T) 
:irc  stunt1  i-mliarn  to  the  Department  in  relation  t<>  the  several 

commands,  and  aol  unlikely  some  important  changes  may  be  earlj 
made.     Jfow  ation  to  bed  relieves  the  Department  of 

any  difficulty  that  might  have  intervened  in  your  ease,  and  will 
borne  in  mind  in  any  new  arrangement  tfa  red. 

Y.-rv  respectfully, 

<,II>K.n\    VV 

Bear-Admiral  Sobs  a.  Dahlobem, 

Gbmdff,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8.0. 


Distribution  of  wads  of  ths  Smith  Atlantic  Blockading  Souadi 

July  16,  /.%yh 


Hnii 

Button. 

Hull-*  Bav 

Do. 

do 

pa 

Do. 



Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

do 

fO 

I'M 

do... 

Da 

■ 

...do... 

Do. 

•KnilliiK  vewrli. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  July  16,  1864 — Cont'd. 


Name. 


8tation. 


Remarks. 


•Vermont |  Port  Royal 

Philadelphia  ....'. j do 

Larkspur I do 

Carnation i do 

Clover do 

Jonquil I do 

Chatham ' do 

South  Carolina j  Tybee  Island.. 

Memphis do 

Swift do 

PatapNco |  Wassaw  Sound 

Cimarron ' do 

Paul  Jones ;  Ossabaw 

(ieranium ■ do 

•Fernnndinn I  St.  Catherine's . 

Lodona Sapelo 

•Saratoga i  Doboy 

•Ward do 

Potomska !  St.  Simon's 

•Brazillera St.  Andrew's  .. 

•Perry '  Pernandina 

Mahaska i  St.  John's 

Ottawa do . 

Hale ! do. 


Mangham <  Mosquito  [Inlet]. 

Canandaigua Port  Royal 

Passaic do 

Wissahickon j do 

Norwich do 

•Para , do 

•Smith ■ do 

•Midnight I do 

Camelia do 

Pettlt do 

•Valparaiso 

•Houghton  I  Port  Royal 

•Norfolk  Packet • 


Harvest  Moon 

Nipsic 

Sonoma 

Oleander 

Marblehead.... 

Mohawk 

Seneca 

Huron 

Unadilla 

Chippewa 

Rescue 

New  Ironsides . 
Weehawkcn  ... 

Housatonic 

•Kingfisher . . . 

Madgle 

Water  Witch.. 
Columbine 


Repairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Hospital  ship. 
Guard  ship. 
Quarantined      at      Tybee 

Roads. 
Special  duty. 
Cruising. 

Do. 
Southern  station  with  stores. 
North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sunk  or  stranded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Captured. 

Do. 


•  Sailing  vessels. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comda.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  16, 1861^ 

Send  the  tugs  Catalpa  and  Amaranthus  to  Port  Royal. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commandant  Navy  lard,  Philadelphia. 
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No.  886.]  I  i  UJ  E  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  //<  ',,17.  la\ 

Bib;  I  herewith  enclose  surveys  on  the  schooner  nod 

Bloop  .  prises,  respectively,  to  the  U.  S.  gteamere 

;in<l   l''<<uj. 

Th*'  cargoes  of  Hoih  prizes  -the  first,  i  of  cotton  and 

boxes  of  tobacco;  of  the  latter.  16  bales  of  cotton    have  been 
Philadelphia  for  adjudication  bj    tin-  supply  steam. 
li<>tli  tin  wvn  old  and  unseawoithi  . 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  verj  respectfully, 

'  .1.  A.  Dahlohen, 
Raar-Admdro'.  <',,,„>/,/.  s>>utlt  Allan! 

Hon.  GlDBOH   Wi:i,i.i>. 

8t  ".i'  the  Ni ■  ■ .  Wat  .  1>.  ft 

3.  Ship  Supi 
Qff  Morris  &land\  South  CaroUna,  July  /■}.  1864, 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  L2th  of  July,  we  have  held 
i  strict  Mid  careful  survey  on  tin-  prize  -«.h< ••  >h«m-  /  and 

■i .  follows: 
Hull,  spars.  rSgffing,  and  sails  old,  dilapidated,  and  iinseaworthy, 
and  in  our  opinion  is  worth  I&100, 
Very  respectfully, 

Z.  Kkmiton, 

Acting  Master, 
Henry  Vauohan, 

Acthiit    i 

,i.  (i  Thomas, 

I '.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  .t.  F.  Green, 

Senior  Qffl*  \  r  qf  t  %arit  tton* 


r  B.  Ship  Suppli  , 

Of  Morn's  f&md,  South  Carolina,  July  t/,.  t86\ 

SrR:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th  of  July,  we  have  held 
a  strict  ud  careful  survey  on  the  prise  -loop  Cyclops,  and  report  as 
follow-: 

Hull.  -pars,  rigging  Bales,  and  ground  tackle  old,  dilapidated,  and 

unseiiworthv.  and  in  OUT  Opinion  is  worth  | 

Verj  respectfully] 

Z.  Kkmiton. 

Acting  Mat 
Herbs  Vaughan, 

.1.   <i.    Til.  .MAS, 

Carpenter, 
iiin  J.  F.  Green, 

iff  Charleston^  $,  ft 
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Report  qf  Bear- Admiral  ■>.  f .  ft   V  ■••■':/■> 

«A  M-   /  .  8.  8    Laburn 

:7.]  Fi.ao-Stkamki:  PHILADELPHIA, 

Royal  II<nh-;\  8,  &,  •/ 

Sir:  The  I  .  8.  tag  Laburnum,  Acting  Ensign  Center  command 
arrived  bore  this  morning  and  has  been  assigned  to  duty  on  this 
station. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe  lien!  servant, 

.I.  A.  Dahlgbj 
Roar  Admiral^  Cbmdg.  8outh  Atl 

Hon.  Qn>BON  Wki.i.i :s. 

f  (/if    .Yd- Of/. 


Report  of  Star-Admiral  Dal  S<    Vawy9  regarding  the  need  of 

■ 

No.  889.]  Fi.ao-Stkamku  PHILADELPBtA, 

Fori  Royal  FJaroor,  8.  0.x  My  /:.  . 

Si  i::  Owing  to  the  extreme  heal  of  the  weather  and  the  appro 
of  Ibe sickly  season  in  this  latitude.  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  a 
suivnly  of  Lee  1«'  Bent  For  the  use  of  this  squadron. 

I'iic  Ice  furnished  by  (he  Bupplj  vessels  is  barely  Buffioiesri  bo  pre- 
serve  the  Freeh  provisions  obtained  from  them  Per  tl"-  consumption  of 
theomoen  and  men,  addle  the  sink  are  chiefly  dependent  upon  the 
army  >auitar\  Dommiasion. 

In  vii-u  of  these  facta  will  the  Departmenl  tend  i  vessel  laden  a 
ice  to  Charleston  and  another  to  this  station. 

Tin-  recent  oases  of  BmaUpoi  and  other  cognate  di  eases  which  have 
occurred  in  the  Veto  Hampshire,  tail  their  possible  reenrrence  are 
additional  reasons  for  this  rem 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e.  vt-ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgbex, 
/A  oj  -  \dmirnt,  <  \n,,<l<j.  South  Atlantic  E 

Hon.  ("iIDF.on  VTeLLBS, 

8o  ofthi  Navy. 


Order  of  R><i<-A-ln,  i ,;il  DaMqrm*).  fa  !>•  < 

f.  s.  .V'.'''«/,  '/  U.   s.  haeky  to  proceed  urith  that 

fO    thi      St,    -I'lhn's    W'f,(\    Fl"l'!dil,    timl 

return. 

FlAQ-StEAMKK    I'niLADELPHlA. 

Fort  Royal  Rm  tf£ 

LSbb:  As  soon  as  the  !  is  ready  fo]  avethdali 

bor  and  cruise  south  as  Ear  as  St  John's  River. 
Lieutenant  Blake  has  been  ordered  from  the  Ma  port  tor 

duty  in  the  Wabaeh\  and  you  will  endeavor  t<»  Interoepl  the  Rig  lenl 
for  him. 
After  reaching  St.  John's  River  you  will  a  uise  north  \&  far  as  Mur- 
rell's  inlet,  keeping  within  from  6  to  i~  miles  of  th 
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One  of  the  object*  ol   the  cruise  will  betotralothe  I    ^ou 

have  reoeii Til.     Vmi   will   therefore  ill  on  the  ship  day  and 

night*  with  sufficient  steam  to  meet  an  emergency,  and  exercise  the 
crew  daily  in  making  and  taking  in  sail,  and  other  details  of  naval 
routine.    They  most  also  be  drilled  at  the  guns  &\ 
practice. 

A  number  of  men  bnve  been   en1  froni  the   Veu}  ffampskire,  win 
ta  understood,  were  captured  rebels,  bul  have  taken  the  out  h  ol 

dob.     V<m  can  Dot  be  too  oareful  in  placing  these  nun  in  any  i  I 
of  trust. 

When   you  have  been   Underway  thirty  days,  yon  will  rejiort  to  I 

r  officer  off  Charleston. 
Very  resjMMtfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlorem, 
Bi  <"•-.  [dmirtd '.  Oomdg.  South  Ait  Blockading 

I  'aptain  Jiinv  I)k  ('ami*, 

n/i/it/  U.  S.  8.  Wabath, 


Onf'  tof  Sear- .  i  ■  .  /  .  8.  Navy,  /"  Acting  Ensign  II- 

I  .  8.  Navy,  foe  amdqftk*  I '.  8.  8.  Qammta. 

Kla(i-Si  i:\mki;  I'm  u.  u»ki.I'H1a. 
&tni  Royal  Harbor,  S.  <:.  July  t8,  1864. 
Sik:  Von  an  hereby  detached  from  the  Q.  S.  S.  PhUadttohiavoA 
will,  without  delay,  assume  command  • » t"  the  l*.  8.  8.  i 
\'i  i\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DaHLOKI 
r-Admirali  Oomdg.  Soul  It  .\tl<i>it<<-  libn-kading  .v 

\ciinL-  En  sign  D.  B.  Hawks.  Q.  S.  Navy, 

/■  mat  Philadelphia,  Bort  Royal  Harbor,  8. 


Ord\ 


Navy,  (■•  Lit  \ti\  nant-  I 


\er  of  Rear  .1  dnUral  Dahlgren,  V.  $. 
mantltr  Ston?s    (  .  finding   I  .   8*    >s'.    l*a>d  Jo 

regarding  ike  jm  \f  that  r< 

I'l.  \f.-S  IK  ft  MKII  PHILADELPHIA, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ''.  July  /s.  186+. 
Sin:  On  the  receipt  of  this  yon  will  conform  to  my  pi  direo 

tions  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  Bawl ./ 

Thai  is,  von  oan  remain  inside  each  day  until  dark,  when  yon  will 
go  outside;  then  return  by  daylight. 

Theas  orders  are  positive.    The  ffsraniwn  will  pass  between  I  leal 
l»aw  and   I'ort    Etoy&l,   touching  at  Wassaw  and  Tybee,  when  you  do 
not  nvi-d  her. 

Very  re  pi  oj  mis .  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dablosbn, 

Smith  Atlantic  /-' 

Lieutenanl  Commander  V.    I..  monk. 

.  .s.  8.  Pondjon&i  Senior  Officer,  ftaaabaw* 




rtolfTH   ATLANTir   BLOCKADING   9Q1  ahkox. 
Letter  from    W"  I '■  's'.  Ai-ii,>/.   (•>   //■  '.■■<>! 

I>,l]'l<!,      ,1.      !'.     8,      X<!lt/t    ilskin 
■  ■:,.     !',■■■     Silt 

ELdadqi  abtebs  I>i  i  i  off  i  si  Sooth, 

Hilton  Head)  8.  <:.  July  tf,  IB 

A  1>>1I K.M.:    I    bave    received    One   ease    which    I    lndievi ntain-    Mm- 

torpedo  clock.     I  wanted  six  of  them.    Please  also  to  -unci  n  descrip- 
tion of  the  Duumei  of  rinding  them  up  end  setting  them  to  run  a 
certain  time.     I  propose  to  go  to  Morris  [eland  this  evening  to 
these  inine>.  provided  the  preparations  be  completed, as  I  ordei 
I  think  it  will  be  necessary  bo  maki  use  of  i  monitor,  from  ivhieh  to 

i  the  rafts  down  upon  the  fort,     Will  you  please  give  the  n 
orders  to  aid  in  the  enterprise,  provided  the  senior  officer  tli 
not  already  that ;  power!     I  sbali  leave  this  evening  orto-nigbt. 
■  ret  peotfuUy,  etc, 

J,    Qt.    FOSTKK. 

Major*  Ok  m  ral,  Obi  ng. 

Admiral  J.  A.  DlHXOHBH.  U,  Si   Nmvv. 

nmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron* 


n,;i.  ,■<•/  flf    S.cnf'tn/  nf  ffo   Ndvy  to  L'><ir-  Adtn  ,'r.t'   DaMoti  ".     I  '■    S. 

\.'.'  uttioti  tu  ■ .'/  "J  withdrawing  the 

;•«■  J',-",-, i  lli<    '  on  lil'K-kade. 

Navy    I  >i.r\i:i  mkm ',  My  B0,  186^. 

mi::   You  will    please  inform   tli"    Department    whether  ;in\    of   tlu 

monitors  attached  in  your  Beel  can  be  withdrawn,  having  due  regard 

to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  within  the  limits  ol  «i 1 1 - 

marid;  wheilier  they  are  absolutely  essential  to  i lie  holding  possession 

of  the  Southern  coast;  whether  toe  blockade  of  Charleston ild  In- 

maintained  without  them,  and  whether  Mori-  Island  could  be  leld  by 

the  military  forces,  protected  by  wooden  ressels  in  case  all  or  a  pari 
of  the  monitors  should  be  withdrawn.    The  answer  to  these  questions, 
and  such  other  Information  bearing  upon  the  Bubjed  as  your  jc 
iijrni  dictates,  will  be  furnished  to  tin-  I  department  at  your  leisure. 

The  opinion  of  the  commanding  general,  an  officer  of  the  r.  s. 
Engineers,  and  of  great  experience,   would  he  rateable,  and  the 
Department  wontd  be  gratified  if  he  would  address  yon  b  letter  in 
i  these  enquiries. 
\  erv  respectfully, 

GlDSOB   Weu  I 

■  Na/vy, 
Roar- Admiral  .lv>.    A.  D hSU  i;i:\. 

■■/./.  South  A&dntui  /•'•  "//-.-/,.  /'./•/  Royaly  8.  C. 


Order  of  Roar   \d        '  Dahloren,  V,  8,  Plat- 

.   1 .  8,  Navy,  in  view  of  the  app 
8.   R  Florida, 

Ft  SXB  Pun. KDEL PHI  k, 

of  tiforru  !■•>■'■>>'.  South  >  ,  tfftf, 

Sir:  The  rebel  pirate  Florida  has  made  her  appearance  near  the 
es  id'  the  Chesapeake  and   destroyed  Is*    It  is  not 

improbable  that  she  may  come  within  the  limits  of  this  squadron. 
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In  view  of  tb  .  you  will  please  direct  the   l!  .  at  Mur 

•  Inlet,  and  tin-  Flombcau,  at  I  ooee  stat 

within  signal  distance  of  the  -A/..,.-    !,/,, . ,-.  aad  whew  tin*  gum 
by  you. 
In  ease  an  attack  by  the  Florida*  or  any  other  rebel  en 
will  oommniiioata  the  Eact  to  the  vessels  on  the  stations  to  the  nortb- 
I  -  ui  h  wa  ill  of  v-ni.  and  ei  ery  exertion  must  be  made  to  insure 
her  capture. 

Wry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahlqbzn, 
Rear-Admiralj  I  South  AUan\  piaaron, 

Uonununder  Tiioh.  II.  PATrXBSOH, 


Lett  8ear-JLdmiral  Dahl  \- >••</.  t 

J'< 
th.  trial  qfjpovfd 

F  lao -Steamer  Philadelphia, 
OffMorri*  Uana\  South  <  >:',. 

Gk\kkai.:   Your  note4    of    the  23d    did  not    reach    me  until   noon. 

about  an  hour  after  your  departure  from  thiaanchorq 
There  Beams  to  have  been  an  entire  misapprehension  as  t«>  any  orders 

from  me  postponing  the  trial  of  the  powder  raft* 
Bo  Ear  from  that,  about  6  o'clock  last  evening,  not  observing  I 

poWuVi  was  in  the  tat't.  ;itmI  m}j] >r<-hr u< lirij^  ilelny .  I    ent  an  aid expressly 

bo  supply  an]  deficient  lee  or  arrangements  thai  might 
prevent  postponciin  nt.     A  mpv  of  the  report  of  the  aid  is  sent  here- 
with. 

Th«»  violent  Btorm   that  arose  last  evening  and  continued  so  long 
would  certainly  save  interfered  with  the  success  of  the  operation. 

This  morning  I  intended  that  so  far  as   I  was  concerned   nothing 
should  interfere,  and  I  sent  a  tug  i<n-  one  of  the  Lighters  to  have 
powder  put  in  and  seruivd  against  a  storm.     In  return  a  message  was 
received  from  you,  laying  that  you  would  try  the  experiment  from  the 
shore  batteries. 

I  urn,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient-  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgkbn, 

/,'-.'/■  A<i  <'-"iinhi.    South  Atl'ot'.r   /,'/ 

Major-General  .'.  Gh  Foster, 

/  (he  South, 

[Enclonirc] 
FlAo-StEAMF.R    PHII.ADEI.rHIA. 

Of  Char  v  r..j, 

SrR:  In  conformity  with  your  instructions.  I  went  on  hoard  of  the 

ag  abonl  6  to  Bee  that  everything  was  re 

for  the  explosion  of  the  powder,  and  also  your  order  to  Captain  M 

to  use  his  own  discretion,  and  mat  you  relied  entire!)  upon  his  judg« 

meat  in  th  oof  the  matter.    Captain  Mayo  decided  not  «<■ 

jjo,  on  :»«■••- -uiii  >>]  -in  very  bad  stoteof  the  weather,  but  be  desired 

omplete  the  und<  as  soon  aa  the  weather  would  permit.    I 

•Not  found,  but  -..  letter oi  July  is,  p.  575. 
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also  delivered  your  order  for  Qaptata  Mayotoeoi 
the  explosion  wu  over,  incase  he  ah  reegone  up,  and  lei  ]  ■ 

regular  pitk-i  monitor  take  Iht  station  for  the  night  On  my  return 
to  the  llagshtp  I  gave  a  pea  ag<  to  ( iaptain  Shelton  and  Acting  Ensign 
Neil  to  the  Cosmopolitan  in  ray  boat*     Ki-om  the  fad  o  Lin  Mayo 

deciding  not  to  go,  after  delivering  your  order  to  ad  at  di 
these  officers  nny  haw  boon  led  to  behove  that  1  brought  as  order  not 
to  make  the  experiment  last  uig-ht. 

Respectfully.  K.  J.  Dh  iiman. 

//• 
Bear-Admiral  J.  \.  Dahlqrbn, 

■ait  It  At! 


Report  of  Ritar-Adrniral  DahLgrm^  I  .  8.  Wwou^trangn  rmor 

HonOjtht    total  </■  si rii. -I ion , />t,  ■I'lh.  slrn'tu,:  j  . 

rawing  th,   { -  8>  s   Keoi 

No.  841.]  Kl.AilSTKAMF.lt  Pin  ma, 

Qff  Morris  Is!.,,,'/.  ./„!,,  ,,'j. 

Sir:  The  Department  will  p  from  the  enclosed  thai  theprepe 

rations  for  ratting  the  Keokuk  have  been  rendered  entirely  ageless. 

I  had  understood  Eronj  Mr.  Bennett  thai  be  expected  tobeginpump- 
ing  on  thr  26th  June,  and  if  he  bad  done  so  it  fa  barelj  possible  thai 
the  framework  of  tin-  boxing  aught  oo4  have  been  too  much  worm- 
eaten.    A  month  afterwards  ii  wee  too  late* 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  vrv  Nspeotfully,  \<>ur  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  Paulokkn. 
[i'.ar-A'Iniif'il ',   /'">>. <l,/.   S,}l<t/t  AHantii    /' 

SOU.  GlDEOB    W'k.u  bs. 

Secretary  of  thr  Navy. 

[Bhclumrv.] 

Stono  Ini.it.  My  W,  tS&l 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  «••  report  to  yon  tin-  total  destruc 
don,  by  wni ins,, ,f  the  woodwork  in  the  structure  for  raising  the  Iron 
dad  Keokuk.    This  we  did  not  discover  until  the  1 1th  Instant,  jnst  as 
we  were  ready  for  the  pumps.    We  shall  procure  the  lumbei  for  a 
new  frame  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  i »ui i- 1  it  bo  high-water  mi 
thereby giving  on  muoh  move  time  in  securing  it  to  the  wreck  than  we 
had  at  the  old,  as  that  was  oovered  at  hall  bde. 
I  remain  yours,  inoat  respectfully. 

Orlando  Bl  nv kit, 

Rear-Admiral  Paiii.oiif.n. 

Cojuihoii'I'i i"!  Smith  Atlantic  Blochul'uKj  Syno</ 


letter  ft  radier- General  Srhi  i  ■  ig,  V.  S.  Arimj.  t<>  I: 

Admiral  DaJugri  >< .  I 
deserter  f  ran  tiu  '  \  S.  S.  Ckworaat  8,  t  ■ 

Bikers.  Noicimkkn  District,  Dura  oaf  tbx  South, 

/•'•.III/   Isl.uol.    South    Carolina../  /;'.. 

Admiral:  I  have  the,  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  ha\  I 
possession  a  de^eiter  from  the  rebel  froncla  ..,.  in  I  barleston 

S    u    u     VOL   Lfi  —    -7 
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Harbor,     [fyoo  desire  to  examine  him.  1  shall  take  pleasure  In  p 
tag  liim  at  your  dj  ■•  ird  I  a  the  i  lad*,  he 

corroborates  our  own  observations  and  formei  information*  and  Btatea, 
furthermore,  that  they  have  no  idea  of  eomin 
ure only  to  assist  in  preventing  the  i  ntri  r  fleet     In 

between  Johnson  and  the  0H3   the  ironclads  usi  itage 

of  the  tide,  as  they  ean  bardly  make  headway  1  t.     The  Chi* 

is  three  or  four  hours  making  the  dista  n  \<>  the< 

against  a  heavy  tide.     With  regard  to  the  effect  of  our  late  oj 
on  James  [aland,  this  deserter  reports  thai   Fori   Prinze  was  very 
badly  used  up  by  the  fire  of  the  Navy;  that  the  in  <:  itaslaugfa 

tar  pen, and  could  not  be  made  to  stand  to  their  guns,  but  took  refuge 
in  me  bombproofa 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.   S<  lllMMr.I.JKNNKJ. 
Hi 

Bear-Admiral  I  Ublqsen, 

Commanding  8&uth  Atlantic  Blockading 

Baport  of  Commander  BeynoUU,  U. 
U.  S.  8.  Gatalpo. 

Juu    i'4,  L864. 
Admiral:  The   CJ.  S.   tug  Catalpa  (propeller),   from    Phi 
July  19,  arrived  this  p.  m,  under  orders  from  Commodore  Stribling 

to  report  :i1    Port  k'oval  to  Wear- Admiral  DahlgTOn. 

She  needs  some  repaira,  and  d»  Ira  ai  calked,  and  baa  gone 

1  r  1 ;  ■  •  the  oreek  for  thai  purpose,  Acting  Bnsign  J.  A.  ECdgrec  o 
mending. 

respectfully,  jrour  oiwdu-nt  -en-ant, 

William  Reynolds, 
.:  Si  tiior  OJJia  r  /'/'-.v. ,,{, 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlsbbb, 

Cbmmanding  South  Atlantic  />'>'  "«. 


Order    vf  '•'  ■■    Idmiral  Dal  U.   8.  Naoy.to  Captain    '//van, 

U.  &.   Nam/i  to  ■>'  ( 'hart 

8,  <: 

Flag  Stbamxb  Philadelphia. 
OffMon  ■>'.  ■/"/</  !',.  1 

Sir:  As  I  am  about  to  leave  for  another  pari  1  !  this  command 
will  resume  the  direction  here  as  senior  officer,  following  the  inati 

tioii.s  previously  given  :it  dim-rent  times. 

1  wwh  to  U>.  Kepi  informed  of  the  effect  on  Sumter  produced  l.\   the 
firing  daily. 

nd  hack  the  Harnmi  Moon,  in  order  thai  you  may  forward  the 
mail  of  tin    )/..■■■■■  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dablgrbh, 
>/.  Gomdg,  South  Atlantic  Block  '■■■■■„. 

Captain  J.  F.  Gbbem. 

1 '.  $1  sh!j>  John  Ada 
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\er  of  II' "i-  A'fui it-"'  •<•/,■.  to  Lieutenant  M" 

U.  «s"'.  .V  ..ft),,  /'.  v.  \.  Wianakidi 

Fl.AK-StKA.MJ  K    PlIIl.AIU.I.IHIA, 

Burt  Royal  Barhor,  8.  < .,  July  25, 186±. 

tSiK:  On  the  arrival  of  your  relief]  Lieateoant-Gommaoder  E.  E. 
ymi  will  consider  youTself  detached  from  the  U.  8.  S.  ( 
/•"//and  will  proceed  bj  toe  Srst conveyance  to  Port  Boyaland  report 
to  (be  senior  officer  present  for  command  of  the  l*.  s.  s.  WwoJwhjn- 
\'i  r\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  Pahi.okkn. 
Rmr-A'i 'n, i '/■■■//,  Oomdg.  South  A&anlic  Blockading  Squadron* 
Lieutenant  Alfred  T.  Mahan.  I",  s.  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8,  I  on,  Wanaw  Sound, 

Order  of  th\  8a  rctarp  •>/  th\  Wavy  to  Sear-Admiral  DaKlgycn,  K  & 
.\'///v/.  tocmdtm  I '■''•  >'.  */"/>  Vermont  north  without  aday. 

Navy  Dki-aktm brt,  ./«///  .'•'.  />''•";. 
Sik:  It  is  very  important  to  the  public  service  that  the  r.  S.  ship 
Vermont  should  come  north.  Mid  you  will  therefore  Bend  net  t<>  New 
fork  without  unnecessary  delay. 
v.T\  respectfully, 

(iIDKON    WkLLEB, 

8ecnt>ii'ij  <>/  ih,  Navy. 

ii  Jobs    \.  Dahlobi 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockdg,  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  s.  c 


Letter  from  Brigadier- G<  neral  Schimnh  Ifennig.  U.  8,  Army t  to  Z 
Admiral  Dahtoren,  f\  S.  Navy,  /•■■</>.;. Jim/  a  j 

HDQBS.  NoBTflBBK   District,  Dkit.  oftiik  SOUTH, 

Folly  Uland,  South  ■■  '■.  /■•/-'/- 

Ai>mii.-ai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  beg  that  you  will  places!  my  die* 

]>.>»al  :i  fen  cloekwork   torpedoes-      I  may  Wish   t<>  use   these  to  l>reak 

the  booms  around  Bumter  in  connection  with  the  floating  mines,  and 

0  lor  other  purposes,  and  would  Like  to  see  themwork  before  I 
make  requisition  for  a  Bupplj  ham  the  North.  Allow  me  to  beg  that 
yon  will  n-fcr  the  officer  who  bands  yon  this  tetter  t«»  some  one  who 
may  five  tii  !■■  such  information  with  regard  to  the  working  of  these 
torpedoes  as  ma\  be  in  possession  "f  the  Nai  jr. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCIIIMMELFENNIO, 

Brigadier- Geiin  >f .  I '  "inmandiny  DUtrict, 
Bear-Admiral  Dahlqreh, 

fouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Report  qf  JRmr- Admiral  D  I'.  <S\    Vary,  /■ 

*(</■  oft/u  hit  /.■■"'■ . 

NO.   .';  KAVKK    I'llU.M.; 

Fori  Royal  Harbor,  R  r..  July £6,  i 
Sin:  I  observe  in  the  last  copy  of  consular  dispatches  the  Following 
I  should  be  taoal  happj  t<>  boliei  activity  i  I 

\s  liii-h  has  ain-r  kdV  •!  their 

intrusion  o  lve«  int«»  two  I  and  uotoriouu  ports,  Cl}arlc 

Wilmington,  tons  giving  os  notice  of  thi  i»-  guarded,  and  which  points,  it 

our  rutin  ■  gen- 

eral and  \t  r>  disparaging  remark— J  in  say  of  amassment— on  th 

tit.-  water. 

Permit  me  to  sai  thai  if  the  conanlar  feeaof  the  writer  were  limited 
to  the  vessels  thai  Bnterand  leave  Charleston  it  i^  probable  that  he 
would  not  find  the  oilier  \ii\  profitable. 

h  i-  notorious  here  thai  not  ■  vessel  attempted  to  enter  throng 

of  la.-t    full  :iimI  u  inliT. 

And  t1i<i  results  of  the  fire!  attempt  may  be  seen  on  the  shoals  close 
■  1 1 >  to  Moult rie. 

Hie  first  vessel  that  entered  was  during  my  absence  in  the  -i 
ami  since  t li-.it  the  same  vessel  again  succeeded  in  eluding  tl 
reduced  number  ol  vessels  off  the  bar. 

On  the  whole,  I  believe  that  as  manj  as  three  steamers  may  have 
entered  Charleston  since  last  rammer,  and  it'  the  sympathizing  sensi- 
bility of  flic  good  } pie  "H  that  side  ot  the  water  is  so  easilj 

to  disparaging  remark  and  amazement  by  such  a  circumstance,  I  would 
respectfully  invite  them  to  expend  h  little  <>i'  the  sam<  creditable  feel 
ing  upon  toi  i  conduct  i»f  their  own  Government,  which  is  dishonoring 
i  very  obligation  of  national  and  common  honesty  in  permitting  a  dis- 
graceful and  clandestine  war  in  be  carried  on  against  our 
vessels  built  to  elude  our  lawful  blockade  and  roaming  over  the  world 
to  destroy  the  defenseless  merchantmen  of  a  frienaij  flag;  vessels 
built  not  far  from  Glasgow,  armed  and  manned  ad  ai    least 

one  ol  these  pirates,  I  am  happy  to  sav,  destroyed  in  Bight  of  the 
shores  she  dishonored  without  ever  l«rin«.'  a  hie  to  outer  a  port  of 
rebeldonx 

I  rather  think  that  tin'  people  on  that  side  of  the  water  are  I 
up  precedents  which,  applied  to  themselves  some  future  day,  win  be 
'.•  apt  to  exeit<-  their  amazement  than  the  fact  that  two  or  three 
of  the  smuggling  fleet  <»t'  their  own  getting  up  have  stolen  into  <  >ha  i 
Ion  like  fhi.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver}  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervaot 

.1.  A.  Dahuobbn, 
Ii'or-A'hin'rul,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadin 

Hon.  Gumbos  Welles. 

Secr>:t<tnj  Ojtht    dfatn/. 
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Coiu7i"h'l-it"r</  i  U  Dahlgten^   V.  8.  Viwy%  to 

r,    U.   8.     \ •■"•//.   cam  I  .    8.  xhip 

^  -hr rn>' i    •  <       .July  26,  186&. 

FlaoSteaMKR    PHILADELPHIA, 

I'.nf  Royal  Barbor,  8   <:.  AugwtS,  2864. 
Str:  Yours  of  28th  of  Juli  '  ba>  l >»-••-*■  received  reporting  expedition 

I<>    l>alien.  [( in.  |.  with  tin-  new  ol  rupturing  •  rebel    foive  >aid    to  be 

there.    Y<nir  plan  appears  to  have   been  good  and  will  executed. 
I  ontinne  in  i.i'  rigiiaat,  and  lose  no  opportunity  of  unfailing  the  rebels 

wln'ti.'\  i-r  you  ran  do 

It  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  recognize  active  and  faithful  die 
i  barge  of  duty,  and  to  reward  it  as  far  a     I 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dami.ckkn. 
Ii\<tr-A>li'ilr<ii,  Oomdg*  South  Atlantic Blockading  8guaat 

Commander  <i.  M.  COLVOOORESSRS, 

"ding  U.  8.  8A*p  Saratoga* 


Abstract  I"-!  of  i]»   C  S.  ship  Saratoga,  Command'  r 
l\  S.  Navy,  cos  ■■</■ 


Jul;/  96,  is/;',.    At  anchor  in  Sapelo  Sound.     Ai  8:80  p.  m.  tout 
boats  left  the  sbip  on  an  expedition;  tbelauoeb,  in  charge  of  Mr.  liald- 
win;  tii-t  cutter,  Boatewaio  1*.  J.  Miller;  third  cutter,  Acting  .Ma- 
ter's Mali-  Stannard;  the  whole  expedition  composed  of  75  men  and  2 

pilots. 

Letter  from    Sear-Admiral  Vahlgren,  f  ■  & 

I-'nst,,-.  ( .  8.   A,,,,//,  regarding  m  teed  seen/it >,- 

Port  Royal  <  n  trance. 

Fl  IKK     Pint  .ADFI.riTIA, 

/'..,/  Royal  Barter,  8.  G,  J\  m^ 

GhHEHAL:   Too    may    remembei    that    ~-i.ni.-     importance    ha-    been 

attached  to  the  passage  between  Port  Boyal  and  Calibogue  Sound,  and  1 
httvo  bees  written  to  b]  yourself  and  the  genera]  of  the  district  in 

ri'M-anl  to  it-,  security  l.\    water. 

La  i  niL'lit  some  ezsjnjnatioas oi  the  approaches  by  water  were  made 
by  one  of  my  officere  without  befog  perceived  byyow  pickets.  lb- 
anchored  in  i  tug  some  50  fee(  from  Hilton  Head  island,  new  the 
entrance  of  skull  Creek,  sad  after  passing  entirely  around  Pfnckney 


Inland,  came  through  Skull  Creek,  nearly  touching  the  steamboats  ai 
the  coal  wharf  with  his  oars.     He  wee  never  hailed  once  from  the 

-hoi''. 

I  may  inform  you.  by  the  way,  that  the  result  of  these  examina- 
tions indicate- that  Skull  Creek  Is  tolerably  wall  observed  by  one  of 
my  steamers  at  each  outlet,  and  may  be  made  bnpassabie  to  the  rebels 
by  a  batten .  etc. 

Bui  Mackay'a  Creek  is  unguarded  sod  with  water  sufficient  for 
rebel  runs  or  other  vessels  to  pass. 

*Not  fouini.    Reference  to  Into  ia  m* 
unit  the  Incident  i*  referred  to  in  the  log  of  tli  .mhlehb. 
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I  shall  order  it  to  be  obstructed  by  a  Ikxum  at  Ks  entrance  into  the 
i  Sheehessee  River,  bul  as  Pinckney  bland  is  not  occupied  by  the  1 1 
this  may  be  easily  oul  loose. 
In  order,  therefore,  (■•  make  sure  of  closing  this  pntmn  old 

-  i-st  that  picket.-  he  placed  to  jive  notice  or  hinder  any  attempt  of 
ind. 
Some  iiittriv.  also,  should  Ik-  placed,  because  I  have  two 

steamers  to  watch  skull  < nek.  and  bat  c  no  others  to 
are  drawn  off  to  where  ofackay'e  Creek  <iiter.s  May  Kiver.  skull  (  i 

\\  111   lie  mole  01'  les>  open. 

I  am,  general,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.   \.  Dajllgri 
L'kii •■- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Block 

Major-Genaral  J.  (i.  Fom 

Coiini'/.  Dep  Souths  //>■/'/'/  flilton  H 

IFtfKt  cndoraeiucDt.) 

Headquarters  Drparthent  or  the  South, 

Hilton  //,„,/.  s.  r..  July  ..'7,  t86\ 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Hatch  to  enquire  into  and  pun 
the  carelessness  or  neglect  <>r  <lut.\  of  our  pick< 

.1.1:         I     ■ 
Mifjurdrll 

ond  cndorarni'-in  i 

II»:\ik.u  mmkks  Hilton  Head  Disti 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G,  M  ■;',. 

Bespeetfully  returned  to  tl>"  major-general  commanding,  and  hie 
attention  is  im  ited  to  me  accompanying  report*  of  i  iaptain  Pickering, 
acting  assistant  inspector-general. 

The  return  of  thearmeu  transports  to  Skull  Creek  would  seem  to 
be  the  only  method  >>\  increasing  security  from  attack  along  the  sh< 
of  thai  stream,  as  Captain  Pickering  observes.     With  the  small  force 
at  our  disposal  il  is  impossible  to  furnish  a  complete  chain  of  pic 
for  the  whole  distance. 

Edward  E.  Potter, 
Brigadier- General,  Comma 


|lili«nini.| 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  July  98,  / 
The   Wabash  gops  to  sest  leaving  the  brig  containing  rebel 

prisoners  without    protection.     Would   aaviffl    she   be  moved   andet 
t.-over  of  the  gone  oi  the  Nine  Bampshfa . 


Dahi.<;i:f.\. 


Qenersl  Poster, 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BWX  K.MUNO    6Q.l'AI>K<v 

mm,] 

Nati  nKi-Ai.-TMKNi.  •/'//// :-'',  /m,;//. 
Direct  the  Arethwm  to  proceed  nil'  Charleston  and  report  to  Bear* 

A'lmirul  Dahlgren. 

f  tlu  Navy. 
Commodore  C.  K.  .Stkiblino, 

■  'hull    .V  .■'"'./. 


L,tt<  rfi  om  Bt  at  -  /Lchn  iral  Baklon  «.  I '.  £ 

Sc)i mm < •/ f> ■/'>"'>/.  I     ••'.    i.  > />>/■  f'/r/j"/oi.s. 

i    LosHip  Philadelphia, 

(iENF.iuL:  linn  much  obliged  by  your  two  letters,*  just  received, 

and  frond  yon.  a*  requested,  some  torpedoes,  with  an  officer o!  my  staff 

plain  their  use. 

Our  operations  in  the  Stono  fell  the  rebels  in  a  weak  point,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  be  able  t<>  renew  it  some  day. 

1  urn.  general,  very  respectfully,  yourobedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi.oren, 
.7  Soxuufa 

Brigadier-General  A.  Schimmki.i  k\\i<;. 

Oomdg   Northern  DiefiruA,  Depot  qf  the  South, 


Beetroot  from  /■■ .  in  Green,  If.  S.    I  'opropo- 

tinon  ./''/•  tli-  deetrttt  f  Fort  Sumter  by  j?-*nithnj  /:<//*»■*. 

v .  s.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Off  Morris  bland,  Jul  ■',. 

Sin:  *  *  *  [learn  from  Lieutenant-Commander  (A.  \V.|.Iohn- 
son  that  Colonel  Crnrney  contemplate*  making  an  attempt  to  destroy 
Sumter  bj  floating  mine.-,  etc  Should  be  carry  his  project  into 
execution.  I  fear  the  safety  of  the  vessels  el  tlii>  anchorage  ma]  be 
jeopardized  bj  them,  or  whatever  else  he  proposes  to  operate  with 
getting  adrift  and  muling  the  ressela. 

1  shall  endeavor  to  guard  against  an  attempt   from  '• 
well  as  otfaeri  of  a  like  character  by  the  rebels,  bj  providing  the  tugs 
and  grappling*,  which  1  have  required  from  Port  ksoyal. 

1  have  also  required  four  kedges  for  the  tugs  and  two  mooring  buoys, 
whiofa  are  wanted  Immediately. 

I  shall  dispatch  the  Flag  to  morrow  night  to  Port  Boyal  for  sup 
plies  and  repairs. 

•  »♦»**# 

There  has  been  no  materia]  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  walls  of 
Sumter  since  j  ou  left 

Very  respectfully,  yoni  obedient  servant, 

J.    P.  (iKRKN. 

i  ,y  .  r   (Hj'u-.r  off  '  on. 

Rear-Admiral  J.   \    Dahlobem, 
Qomdg.  .Smith  Ati'tiiin  Blockdg  ron^ Port  Boy al  Harbor, 

*  Not  found. 


584 


II     All. ANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUAHBl 


■  .' ,     I  .     S.    Arm </.    to    R 
I' 

i 

BeADQDABTEBS  DEPARTMENT  <»  mi.  Sm  mi. 

ffilion  //,.»/.  >  /7£ 

[have  the  honor  to  the  loan  of  six  LOO-ponnder Pi 

guns,  to  be  placed  to  a  new  battery  erected  on  Cununing's  Point.     I 
also  beg  leave  to  Bay  that  I  will  avail  myself  of  your  offer  c 
IX-incli  guns  foi  1 1 1-  ii  Spanish  Wells,  and  will  send  for  them 

in  n  <las  <>r  two.     I  ihall  be  obliged  to  borrow  of  you  the  nun. ami 
fur  these  guns,  as  we  have  none. 

HcspCH'tfuIl)   and  Irnlv.  \  i-urs. 

J.  (i.    PoflTBS, 

Mi 
Admiral  .1.  A.  DahLGHJ  v 

Cbmdff,  onHc  Blocked  I  u<j  Squadron,  Pr&tent. 


Destruction  of  eaU  work  ity  of  Hack  River,  I 

July  jo,  fflt. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dnhlgren.  V.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Swann,  U   S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8,  8.  Potomika. 

No.  ;ty'».  I  Flag  Stkameh  Philadelphia., 

]'..,!  Royal  lf«rh<>,\  S.  ('..  t86± 

Siu:  I  enclt  with  n  report  from  Captain  Swann,  commanding 

the  \  .  8.  s.  fbtomdea,  giving  an  account  of  a  raid  in  which  be  suc- 
ceeded is  de  troying  an  extensive  rebel  salt  work,  in  the  course  of 
which  bia  small  force  had  a  Bharp  akinuish  with  the  rebels,  in  which 
belosl  I  man  killed  ami  i  wounded. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  wae  er,  entirely  accomplished] 

and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  were  punished 
severelj  bj  'la-  fire  from  our  boats. 

Captain  Swann  speaks  vary  highly  of  the  Spencer  rifles  with  which 
his  men  were  armed. 

I  sent,  a  steamei  to  bring  up  the  wounded,  and  commended  Ca] 
Swann  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  the  affair  was  executed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgbkk, 
Bear  Atlii-nitl,  Oomdg.  Sn„//t  Atlantic  Blockdy.  Seuadn 

Hon.  QlDEOh    Wki.i.ks, 

Secretary  <•/  the  Navy, 

"■■) 

U.  s.  S.  Potomska,  July  SO,  1864, 

Sib:  I  bavetbe  bonorto  report  the  destruction  of  two  salt  works 
on  a  creak  I  iutof  Bad  River,  6  miles  from  its  mouth.    Out 

contained  twelve  pans  and  the  other  six.     The  pan-  •■ 
the  largest   I  have  ever  seen  and  the  masonn   yery  substantial.     I 
started  from  the  ship  at  •_'  this  a.  rn.  and  landed  at  the  first  work  just 
before  daylight     I  destroyed  the  pans  so  effectually  that  not  on 
them  will   h<  ter.     1   burned  all   the   buildings,  destroyed  150 


I 
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bushels  of  Bait,  and  broke  up  all  tin-  wagons.     I  took  sis  contrabands 

employed  in  tin*  work.-.  The  pan!  were  three-fourth- ol  m  iiirli  thick, 
ana  it  took  me  bo  long  to  destroy  them  Hint  I  was  not  read]  I"  return 
to  the  ship  until  »:  ;-;«)  a.  in.  Tin-  writer  in  llie  creek  Was  then  veri  low. 
and  the  swamp  was  from  5  to  6  Gael  above  the  gunwales  of  the  boats, 
the  creek  at  toe  time  aol  being  more  than  LO  feet  wi  le  and  1 1 1>  (ratal 
so  shoal  that  in  places  we-  were  foreeri  to  drag  the  boata  through.  At 
LOa.  m..  when  ire  ban  proceeded  U  milea,  ire  were  fired  on  by  the 
enemy  bora  the  marsh  bordering  the  oreek  and  al  the  distance  of  about 
10  yards,  I  bad  my  first  and  third  cutters,  commanding  the  expedi- 
tion myself  in  the  third  cutter,  with  a  crew  of  six  men.  I  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  final  cutter,  com  landed  bj  my  executive  officer,  \<  I 
Ensign  Andrew  Curtis,  wit!)  M  men.  Their  firs!  volley  was  most 
effective,  wounding  8  man  in  mi  boat  1  mortally  (since  died)  and  9 
rel\.  There  were  _  wounded  bj  the  same  volley  in  the  first  cut- 
tar.  Our  arms,  the  Spencer  rifles,  saved  u- all  Erom  destruction,  as 
the  rapidity  with  which  we  fired  caused  the  enemy  to  lie  low,  and  their 
firing  was  after  the  first  volley  vary  wild.  The  sails  of  the  lirst  cutter 
ware  pierced  by  fourteen  hulls,  and  there  are  five  in  her  hull.  The 
third  cutter  was  struck  In  hull  and  sails  several  times.  We  fought 
them  three-fourths  of  so  bour,  someof  the  time  up  to  our  knees  in 
mud,  trying  to  land  and  capture  them,  and  lomeol  the  time  in  the 
water  with  the  boats  for  b  brenatwoi  k.  The  mud  was  S4»  soft  that 
found  i'  Impossible  to  land  and  fight  them,  hut  the  caking  tire  we  kept 
op  on  tin-in.  firing  at  the  smoke  of  then  jruns,  drove  them  off.  We 
could  bear  the  cries  of  their  wounded,  and  sevi 
retreating.  None  of  our  wounded  made  anv  noise.  I  can  not  suffi- 
ciently commend  the  conducl  of  my  exa  utive  officer,  Andrew  Gurtia, 

and  hi-  coolnc--  :md    bravery  under   the  galling  fire  to  which  wn  wi  re 

subjected  deserve  the  notice  of  the  Department.  The  men  behaved 
beautifully,  and  one  of  them  in  mj  boat,  Charles  Sylvester,  when 
wounded  severely,  the  ball  entering  his  shoulder  and  coming  out  of 
his  back,  -aid  it  was  nothing  buf  a  flesh  wound,  and  until  we 

had  driven  the  enemy  back,  be  bleeding  profusely  ail  the  while.     Mi 

Curds  speaks  very  nfghh  of  the  luct  of  Luther  M.  Millin^ton. 

paymaster's  steward.     All  the  wounded  ;  •■  well,  and  the  dam 

age  done  to  the  enemy  will  uiorc  thnn  compensate  for  out  loss.     I 
enelose  i  list  of  i  isualties.     We  expended  BOO  rounds  of  ammunition. 
I  am.  sir.  vary  respeotfully,  youi  obedient  servant, 

ft,  r  Sa  urw, 
dating  VdmtUi  ■  p  LI  ><!■  naat 

Hear -Admiral  John    \.  DaHLGHBH, 
i  kmvmaindvn 

[S»l 

.In.Y  81,  L86& 
.  I  have  to  report  E  man  wounded  in  the  expedition  of  JuJ 
L864,  namely,  Hems   \\ .  lirigga,  mortally, a  Mini<:  ball  striking  him 
menes  to  the  left  of  the  second  lumbar  rarteh  ring 

diivtiy  through  the  body,  lodging  beneath  the  -kin  on  the  right  of  the 
epigastric  region.     He  died  auoul  9  o'clock  p.  m.  Erom  internal  h 
orrnape.    Chm  I. -  !•'  Sylvester,  seriously,  the  ball  strikingdireotly  over 
i  In  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  passing  out  directlj  over  the  infe 
rior  angle  of  the  scapula.    James  Hut  lei-,  not  seriously,  ■  buckshot 
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RON. 


i  the  eye;  and  Edward  Klerk,  slight!]  All*Tt  R. 

Dibble,  sKghth  en  thigh. 

Respectfully, 

Williams, 

(  aptain  U.  1'.  Swans. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Na»y.  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  8wann, 
U.  B.  Navy,  commanding  U   8.  8.  Potomvka,  commending  operations, 

Flag  Steamer  Phelaoblfhia, 
Vbri  Royal  Uarbory  S   (,.  Aug 

Sir:  1  haw  received  yours  of  t  In-  80th  July,  in  which  you  inform 
me  of  bo  expedition  sent  from  the  Potomska,  which  destroyed  some 

works  sear  Bach  River,  Georgia,  and  thai  you  \<  pulsed  i  i 
by  the  rebels  while  retaining. 

The  death  «>f  Henry  liri^s  i*  much  to  be  regretted;  let  all  duo 
reaped  be  given  to  his  remains  and  care  taken  that  I  i-  famih  shall 
receive  lii>  BffeotB  and  l>c  benefited  by  whatever  pension  toe  law 
awards. 

I  send  down  the  Ifwwt  N<><>><  to  hring  here  the  wounded  for  treat- 
ment slid  men  t<>  *-<k»-  their  places. 

I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  enterprise;  continue  t"  be  vigilant^ 
an<l  sparo  no  effnii  against  the  rebels;  your  report  will  be  sent  to 
Navy  Department, 
Orders  have  been  previonslj  seni  you  to  exchange  stations  with  the 
\UttrOy  as  it  was  supposed  it.  would  suit  both  vessels  better. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  Paiii 
Sear  Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blodkdg.  Sattaaron, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B.  1*.  Swws, 

uUng  U.  -s".  &  Botom 


Qeneral  order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Wary. 

Flah -Steamer  PBILADELFBIA, 
Ttft  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  August  Jr.  m}. 
On  tin-  :'"ili  of  July   Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R.   P.  Bwann, 
commanding  U.  s.   s.   Potomaka,  penetrated  with  bis  boats  In  the 
vicinity  of  Ulrica,  <oi..  and  «li  -n  ■  ■  '   l  several  exteush 
lii  the  course  of  the  operation  u  aharp  skirmish  ensued  with  the 
Is,  who,  as  usual,  secreted  themselves  in  tin1  l.ai  I  tired  upon 

our  men.  Of  whom  ]  w;i-  killed  and  4  wounded. 
Tin-  enemy  was  promptly  repulsed  by  the  fire  from  the  PoUx 

-.  and  there  i>  reason  to  believe  be  was  severely  punished. 
'I'll'-  affair  was  creditably  managed;  for  which  my  thanks  are  ^in- 
to Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Bwann,  the  officers,  and  men  engaged 
in  the  expedition. 

Coaunandere  of  scsscIh  will  have  ihi-  order  read  on  tiie  quarter- 
deck to  the  ship's  ooEspany  the  daj  after  its  reception. 

.Ioiin  A.  Dahxgben, 
n^Admii  lA  Atlantic  Itlockdg.  A 


SniTTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADIHG  IRON. 


I.ri<  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgrm*V    v    \\>,y.  :.,  Wijm a". 

Foster^  l .  St  Army,  to  hi*  request  Jbr  a  l<»ni 

I       Vw  STKAMEK    I'iIILALKU'IIJA, 

Brrt  Royal  Harbor,  8,  <  ,  •''-'/,  ./. 

SXNEBAL!    ('"lutnriii-.il.ly    I"   \<M:r   rci  i  in-st.   .-i\    |iHI-|,(,U||«I«t    I'.UI.   Its 

will  be  loaned  to  you,  e  At  your  aispoanl  when  it  suits  j  om  cob> 

vriiiiin  .■  to  tend  for  them. 

I  expected  to  have  obtained  the  IX  inch  nuu  from  the  Wabatk, 
hut  she  baa  left  this  port,  and  I  have  required  in  the  Bureau  for  some. 
Vfhea  tbey  arrive  I  -lull  be  glad  to  meet  yom 

I  urn,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.!.  A.  Dahlghezt, 
Rear- Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blookdg, 

Blajoi  ■-<;•  in  -nil  .1.  <i.  I-'dmkk, 

Oomdg.  Department  of  the  South,  Headquarters,  Hilton  h 


Report  of  Sear-  Admiral  Dak  *dingth 

of  the  f .  8,  s   Nipric  in  agate. 

No.  B63.]  li  v«   Stkamkk  Philadelphia. 

lWt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  (..  AdySl,  t864. 
8m:  TJi-'  following  extract  from  b  communication  from  the  com- 
Blander  of  the  Nipsic,  dated  Juli  36,  does,  1  think.  sustain  my  opiaior 
in  rcjrJinl  to  Imt  sruLrojnjr  qualities: 

ttiawitii  pleasure, also,  I  report  that  I  recoontared  the  left  half  of  ■  cjrclouv 
whoaa  oantar  *m  perhaps  ino  miles  bo  the  eastward  ol  me,  and  daring  two  daj 

Mmk  rode  ii  <>"t  undi  wd  anil  beautifully 

Tin  rday  mi  im  l  the  b  ih*^  ku  eel  oon 

pletely  dispelled  all  doubt  as  to  hei  in  hear}  weather. 

Donna  the  Mow  I  was  agtni  itln-i    I  bad  )»-<-n  led  in 

rliaeo  <>f  ■  BBhoooer. 

I  u in \  add  that  this  gale  was  felt  Beverely  along  the  whole  extent 
of  tins  jurisdiction. 
I  haw  the  honor  to  be,  \<iy  reipeotfnlly,  yom-  obedient  servant, 

J,  A.  DAHLomni, 
[i,<u--Ai  Cointhj.  South  Atlantic Blotihadg.  Sg\ 

Hon.  Gideon  Wsu  I 


Order  qf  tin   Seeretary  of  th.  Wavy  to  Commander  Oreighton,  f.  S. 

Run;.  !'<m;    I  .     S.     Y     .)///.'"•'. 

Navt  Dej-aut.ment.  August  1.  /■■ 
3m:  A-  booh  as  the  V.  8.  8.  Mingo*  la  ready  Eot  Ben,  proceed  with 
her  <>il  Charleston  and  report  to  Rear-Adminu  John  A    Dahlgren  for 

duty  in  the  South  Atlantii-  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

.•;/,./ tli.      V. 

Commander  J.  B.  Cemgbtoh, 

Oornmanding  U,  8>  8*  mingoe,  Philadelphia. 
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Distribution  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

August  i,  186£. 


Name. 

Button. 

Remarks. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Catskill 

do 

do 

do 

Lehigh 

do 

do 

do 

•Supply 

do 

do 

do 

Gladiolus 

do.-. 

do 

Daffodil 

do 

do 

do 

do... 

do 

•  Allen 

•WildOat 

Philadelphia 

do 

do 

do 

do • 

do 

•  Ward 

do 

•  Perry 

do 

Hale 

do 

Krpiiiriiip. 

do 

Flaw 

do 

do 

do.... 

do 

Do. 

do 

Iris... 

Sweet  Brier 

(In 

•Midnight 

Hospital  ship. 

'aiuarantined     at      Tybee 

Koadn 
Towing  Vermont. 
Special  duty. 
Cruising. 

Nipsle 

stores. 

*  Hatting  vessels. 
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Distribution  of  vessel*  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  August  J,  1864 — Cont'd. 


*  Sailing  vessel . 


Name. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Captured. 

.John  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren*  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  xtatiom 
of '  tfui  regulur  line  (tjjiceru  of  the  nquadron,  August  1,  1804. 


Officer. 


Joseph  F.  Green . 
John  De  Camp  . . 


COMMANDERS. 


William  Reynolds  ... 
Q.  M.  Colvocoresses . . 

J.  C.  Williamson 

Thomas  H.  Patterson 

George  B.  Balch 

N.  B.  Harrison 

Paul  Shirley 


LIEUTENANT-COMMANDERS. 


John  Madigan 

Joseph  M.  Bradford.. 

8.  B.  Luce 

Alex.  A.  Semmes 

Jonathan  Young 

William  K.  Mayo 
T.  Scott  Fillebrown. . 

E.  E.Stone 

R.  F.  R.  Lewis 

A.  W.  Johnson 

8.  Livingston  Breese. 
William  H.Dana  .... 

J.C.  Chaplin 

E.O.Matthews 

A.  F.  Crosman 

R.  L.  Phythian 


LIEUTENANTS. 


Vessel. 


Canandaigua . 
Wabash 


Rate. 


Seeond. 
First 


New  Hampshire Third. 

Saratoga I         Do. 

Flag Do. 

James  Adger |        Do. 

Pawnee '  Second. 

Catskill Third. 

Paul  Jones Do. 


Pfttapseo 

Fleet  captain . 

Nantucket 

Lehigh 

SaiiKamon 

Naliant 

Passaic 

Cimarron 

Mahaska 

Montauk 

Ottawa 

Winona  

Dai  Chi og.... 

Sonoma 

Nipsic 

McDonough . . 


Wissahickon  . 

Catskill 

Sangamon  — 
Canandaigua . 


Alfred  T.  Mahan 

Gilbert  C.  Wiltse 

James  O'  Kane 

H.  De  Haven  Manley 

William  Whitehead I  Pawnee 

William  T.  Sampson i  Patapsco. . 

George  W.  Hay  ward ,  Nantucket 

John  W.Philip Montauk  . 

Henry  F.  Picking Wabash  .. 

E.C.V.  Blake ' do.... 

Moreau  Forrest ' do  .... 


Third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fourth. 

Do. 

Do. 
Third. 
Fourth. 

Do. 


Fourth. 
Third. 

Do. 
Second. 

Do. 
Third. 

Do. 

Do. 
First. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  stations  of  the  regular  line 
officers  of  the  squadron,  August  1,  1864 — Continued. 


Officer. 

Vessel. 

Bate. 

lieutenants— continued. 

Third. 

ENSIGNS. 

do 

do 

ACTING  ENSIGNS. 

William  C.  Wise 

Third. 

do 

Do. 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dafdgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
mander Chaplin ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  perform  temporary  duty  as  senior 
officei'  at  Stono,  S.  C. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  I/arbor,  S.  C,  August  1,  1864~ 
Sir:  You  will  take  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  McDotwugh, 
now  at  Stono,  relieving  Captain  Phythian  as  senior  officer  there. 
You  will  leave  here  in  the  Massachusetts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J,  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dai-Ching. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Pat- 
terson, U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  to  perform 
towing  or  convoy  duty. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  August  1,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  James  Adger  under  your  com- 
mand, in  company  with  the  Vermont,  either  taking  her  in  tow  or  act- 
ing as  her  convoy,  as  circumstances  may  require,  to  a  point  about  300 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Port  Royal,  when  you  will  part  company 
with  the  Vermont  and  return  to  this  anchorage,  reporting  your  arrival 
to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Thomas  II.  Patterson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger. 
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Report  "/  Rear-Admiral  !t-iM<tr>o,  1 .  8,  ffoey,  submitting  />!■>■ 
<•('•:■  ifadarai  fgonJamat  Fsumd, 

i'i  \f.  Stk.amki!  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  I  ■■•«/  /.  /•■< 

Sin:  Eh  u  previous  communication  I  infoinmd  tin.-  Department  that 
■•«  i  t;uu  measures  were  oontemplated  in  order  to  frustrate  the  Ultra 

r  t .  .ii-.  of  tin-  rebels  to  export  a  Is  |  of  cotton,  and  I 

the  movement  by  an  sttack  from  within  and  without. 

By  w:\y-  of  precaution  I  placed  seaward,  as  onifaeia,  the  few  vc-sels 
I  hud  which  were  suitable  to  capture  the  Alabama  or  Florida,  if  either 
appeared,  and  a  joint,  expedition  to  Storm  also  was  devised  i<»  divert 
attention.     The  result  of  this  has  already  been  reported. 

1  was  inclined  to  push  this  ton  aearious  result,  bat  the  jj-mnT.il  con- 
eeived  the  force  in  his  front  to  !>••  too  considerable  and  drew  off.  On 
farther  consideration,  I  believe  thai  with  10,000  good  soldiers  added 
to  the  present  force  we  could  turn  the  rebel  defense  on  James  Island 
and-  reach  Charleston,  and  I  observe  from  therein;!  papers  that  the  idea 
was  apprehended  by  them. 

If,  during  the  lull  before  Richmond,  General  Great  could  spare  tin* 
men  for  three  weeks,  I  feel  eore  that  the  rebels  tould  he  so  disturbed 
bare  as  to  assist  him  and  General  Sherman  bj  dragging  off  force  from 
Richmond. 

This  sketch  will  explain:  "1'  s'*  i>  the  rebel  Una  of  works  extend- 
ing  from  tin-  Stono  River  i"  il"'  mareii  separating  James  Island  from 
Folly  island.  Battmy  Prin^le  c  l'"t  is  a  regular  earthwork  of  B  guns, 
with  bombproofs  and  full  traverses.  A  little  farther ia  battery  Tynes, 
with  •"•  guns,  hoth  carefully  Imilt.  Seoeesionville  is  on  the  I. -ft;  its 
strength  was  tried  by  General  Beohaniin  L86&  iIi-k  are  intermeooate 
works.  "A"  is  our  advanced  position  from  Folly  Island.  The  ground 
between  i-  controlled  and  picketed  by  the  rebels,  hut  not  held  in  force. 

and  they  (on  it)  fall  hack  lo  the  lines    when  pushed  rigOfOUSly.      "  B 

was  the  position  of  our  left  under  Genera]  Hatch. 

'I'll''  fleet  held  tin-  river  sad  connected  our  right  ami  left;  it  wn-  in 
fact  tin-  center  of  tii«-  operation;  the  ohanne]  E  very  narrow  and  has 
just  water  to  |»;i-<  ;i  monlb  i . 

"('"  i--  the  extreme  <■('  a  narrow  belt  of  woods  extending  from  .Mr. 

Paul  Grimball's  house  In-low  the  IhmkI.      Here  I  ottered  to  plant  ii  luit- 

terj  of  tin  100  pounders  or  XX-inch  guns,  which  could  beaone  imp 

ccived  under  cover  of  the   woods,  and  silence   Pringte  and    I 
(distant  1.7<n»  yards);  tins  done  two  monitors  would  move  Dp  and 
enfilade  the  line. 

Ft.  was  indispensable,  bowevv,  that  the  position  at  "B"  should  be 
held  securely ,  or  the  naval  battery  ai  "C  would  be  lost;  them 
once  above  rringls  would  sweep  the  ground  in  front  of  "B." 

Ten  thousand  men  conld  hi-  moved  without  baggage  in  three  days 
by  water  From  Portress  Blonroe, and  the  blow  struck  quick  as  liyhtnii 

Pringle  andTynes  once  treated  as  designed,  the  troops  could  areas 
from  ••]{"  to  their  rear  and  render  the  rebel  lines  Baal 

I  have  Been  nothing  that  promises  so  well  frith  so  small  ■  force,  and 
the  rebels  are  unprepared  for  such  an  exigency;  th<\  certainly  m 
so  when  we  held  the  ground  as  indicated.     As  it  wis,  General  Hatch 
did  actual  I  v  reach  "  B."  hut  as  he  moved  obiiquerj  across  John's  bland 
from  tin   Bdisto,  the  rebels,  assd  the  time  to  collect  and  were  I 
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so that  after  two  or  three  conflicts  it  wot  beet  i"  retire,  which 

was  done  to  i nginoer'e  wharf  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet;  the  men  • 

embarked  without  a  shol  fired  at  them.     I  beJd  position  until  the  next 

General  Schimmelfecnig  had  advanced  from  "A"  and  dr 
the  rebels  vigorously  before   him,  seizing   two  cannon;  the  ground 
between  l>i~  front  and  the  rebel  line  being  swept  continually  by  the 
guns  of  the  Beet,  be  was  not  disturbed. 

The  plan  is  well  irorth  considering,  and  if  undertaken  by  a  '-01111110 
of  good  troops,  will,  I  feel  sure,  endan  poi  '  Im i,U,>t«ui  :m<l  |ir««!urr  nu- 
responding  effect.  General  Poster  does  not  consider  it  feasible  with 
the  small  force  be  has.     I  reel  sure  of  btj  part. 

Along  the  coast  generall}  things  remain  as  usual,  wear  and  tear  being 
the  great  evil,  rendering  my  presence  ut  this  port  1 1  equently  Indian 

mi  of  disabled  vessels  that  Hot  h  I  ei 
with  tabes  thai  want  Bcaling,  bottoms  foul,  and  every  evil  thai 
befall  steamers  or  sailing  vessels. 

!'■'  dint  of  a  the  smallpox,  which  appeared  bo  formidably 

in  the  New  uamp*hu\  \*itli  her  1,000  nun  boa  been  supproosoa; 
there  wei      I    isee  and  1  deaths. 

The  /'''.  baa  been  stationed  at  Qaaaba-ii  since  the  loaiof  the 

W'.tt, ,  WUohy  with  die  occasional  attendance  of  a  small  steamer.  Gap* 
tain  Stone,  who  commands  the  /'in/  .l<m..-.  has  been  ■->>  unlucky  as  to 
I"-.'  two  scouting  parties,  which  endeavored  to  observe  the  rebel  |H».si- 
tion:  first,  Acting  Master  Dorand  with  ~  men,  and  nol  long  ainoe  a 
rebel  deserter  ana  2  seamen.  Accidentaaro  of  course  unavoidable  in 
such  enterprises. 

The  establishments  ashore  al    Bay  Polnl   and   Station  Creek 
advancing  rapid I3  and  promise  exceeainglj  welt 

The  discipline  of  the  squadron,  b  i  lemands  careful  treatment 

Of  the  rs,  there  cry  one  fifth  who  are  regulars  and 

acquainted  with  naval  discipline.  There  are  but  fen  old  sailors  among 
tlir  men,  and  therefore  d  them  have  had  but  little knowle 

of  the  training  oi  fcheNavj   as  it  was.    The  aewi  omers,  officers  and  men, 
i     well  disp  idwhenthej  departfrom  usage  will  notdoso inten- 

tionally: still  their  future  must  d<  pendon  the  direction  it  receives  now. 
Under  the  pressure  "i  active  service  it  will  lie  impossible  to  give  the 
subject  the  attention  it  deserves  and  some  reliance  muBt  therefore  be 
placed  on  sharp  example. 

There  \-  nothing  now  i  i  detain  the  I  mt  the  tide,  which  will 

full  this  evening,  and  I  expect  her  then  to   go  to  sen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  t»-.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervai 

J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 
//.  an     i  tic  Blockading  Squad. 

( ItDEOU   Wru 

••y. 


Boat  expedition    uruht    Gomnumder    Cofaocorwis*,   fr.    8*    NaVff,  t<> 
Mclntmh  i'-mrl- House,,  Ga.,  August  1-^  ISA 

Boport  of  B«ar-Admiral  Dahlgron,  U.  8.  Nary,  transmitting  report*. 

•S5.]  Fi.ag-Stkamkk  1'iiii.adklphia, 

Port  R'nj.il  Harbor,  8.  ««<*,  28fl£ 

Siu:  1  forward  to  the  Deportment  two*  reports  of  wry  creditable 
excursion-,  into  tin-  robe]  territory. 

Theei  ly  exhibit  how  entirety  the  country  b  denuded  of  it* 

fighting  men.     Of  26  persons  pioked  up  at  a  county  meeting,  but  f««w 
writ-  between  tiio  ages  of  20  a  in  1  ."<". 
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The  only  force  left  in  this  quarter  is  some  t!,ooo  to  7.<"h>  troops, 
ezteoded  on  the  railroad  ft  >m  Charleston  to  Savannah,  and  being  tl 
movable,  an  capable.  1>\  tie  aid  of  -t  ■«  milt  works  at  various  places,  of 
resisting  tin-  force  wmcn  the general  thinks  can  tx   drawn  from  his 
position.     But  to  the  Miuthwu  evident  that  the  effective  male 

population  has  Imm-ii  conscripted  and  withdrawn. 

In  a  military  tense  thin  is  of  little  imp  tor  there  axe  do 

strong  points  to  bold  moch  south  of  Savannah,  and  we  ran  not  occupy 
the  whole  territory  witboul  populating' it.  Bnl  N  i  significant  in  the 
general  view,  because  it  shows  that  the  military  strength  of  rebeldoo 
18  collected  in  its  two  armies  at  Atlanta  and  Richmond.      At  the  former 

Slaee  it  \<  yielding  daily  tOOOT  pressure,  while  ( ■<  n<  ril  (irant  securely 
stains  the  rest  at  Richmond. 

The   statements   of    fugitives    confirm    this.        Hitherto   these     have 

been  chiefly  foreigners,  ottA  non  natives  begin  to  Dee  and  bring  away 

wives  and  children,  conscription  and   famine  staling  them  in  the  fare. 

e  consideration-  should  eonfinn  every  Northers  heart   in   its 
resolutions  and  stimulate  to  renewed  efforts.     RebeMom  has  exhausted 

its  last  resouree;   we  have  not  touched  OUTS. 

As  the  persons  now  captured  are  said  to  lie  of  some  consideration,  1 
propose  to  hold  them  Cor  exchange  with  our  naval  officers  who  fatn- 
guian  In  captivity  En  South  Carolina,  and  request  that  Captain  J.  (i. 
Hester  and  Mr.  l'osteli,  master  and  owner  of  the  Pooa  and  Ida. 

and  sent  North  in  connect ion  with  these  captures,  may  be  returned 
to  mo. 

The  town  meeting  of  Mcintosh  County  will  thus  be  transferred  to  :• 
United  State  snd  it  i-  imped  that  under  the  old  flag  the  delib 

orations  may  be  of  i  more  beneficial  I  .  as  the  parries  are  now- 

relieved  of  their  proposed  responsibility  as  a  coast  e-uard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully , your obedient  servant, 

.).     A.     D.MIUSHKN, 

B>  <>r  . I< I :,<<>■<•!.  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  .v 

Hon.  Gnu:. »\   YYkij 

v  .  /.  •■1,-ij  "ft/,,  yiwg. 


Report  of  Commander  Colvocoroaios,  U.  8.  Hairy,  commanding  D.  8.  ihip  Saratoga. 

U.  S.  Sloop  o»  War  Saratoga, 
lh,l,.„i  Sound,  (l"..  A  a, i ust  i',.  i 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  Following  report  of  an  expedi- 
tion which  left,  the  Sanitoyu,  the  ship  under  mv  command.  00  the. 
evening  of  the  Id  Instant 

It  was  to  surprise  and  capture  the  male   inhabitants  who  had 
ordered  to  d  I  bouse  ol   Mcintosh  County,  Ga.,  on  the 

3d  dav  <>f  August,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  themselves  into  a  ooasl 
L'uard.  which  order  I  bad  read  in  the  Savannah  Republican  of  the  27th 
of  July,  L864. 

Penonntl  of  the  expedition. 

It  consisted  of  myself.  Acting  Ensign  Edward  Rogers,  Acting  En- 
sign QeorgeO.  Babena,  Boatswain  Philip  .1 .  Miller,  Acting  Mh-i 
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Mates  William  A.  Stannard  and  Thomas  ]>alton.  A-tin-/  ( . 'aptain's 
Clerk  John  W.  sfcBeynolds,  and  i"7  sailor-;  and  marines,  making  a 
total  of  US  parsons,  including  Or.  Winthrop  Butler,  whoaooompeiusd 
the  expedition  as  surgeon. 

Ih  i-irivn'Jrom.  the  *hij>  ami  landing  on 

The  expedition  left  the  ship  on  Tuesday,  August  &  4:80  p.  m..  in 

n  boats,  and  reached  the  mainland  shortly  after  '••  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  night  wae  very  favorable  t<>  our  design,  mere  being  ae  moon  bj 

which  me  enemj  could  discover  our  movements  as  ire  approached  the 

landing. 

Muni,  and  arrival  of  the  rxj-  ii-hnnse. 

As  soon  ai  the  expedition  was  landed,  I  seni  all  the  boats  hack  to 
tbeship1  with  an  order  to  the  executive  officer  to  lei  them  meet  me 
tin*  next  day  al  the  landing  called  Tin-  Kidge,  some  7  miles  distant 
from  the  first  landing  but   nearer  to  the  ship.    The  exp  was 

then  formed    into  a    Una,  and    Acting    Master".-   Mat-'   Stannard  with   .. 

men  sent  ahead  as  skirmishers.    The  expedition  heing  now  ready  to 
move  forward,  we  began  our  march.     W  e  <lid  not  n&eel  with  any  per- 
son or  Me  any  house  until  12  o'clock,  when  the  skirmishers  ivil  & 
t"  the  line,  and  Mr.  Stannard  reported  b  dwelling  house  ahead.     We 

passed  it  as  silently  as  possible,  in  order  not  to  awake  the  Inmates, and 

in  a  few  minutes  after  we  found  onr-.u  ■  -  <m  the  main  road  leading 
to  Savannah.     We  proceeded  on  this  road  until  we  came  t"  a  brid 

when  the  expedition  was  halted,  and  I  directed  Mr.  Miller  and   7  men 
to    take    charge   of    the    bridge    and    captnrc    BVeryone    who    should 
attempt  to  pass  over  it  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  eourl  hoi 
and  also  to  hnrn  I  he  bridge  at  II  o'clock  in  the  day.  which  I  calculated 
would  be  about  the  hour  the  meeting  at  the  court-house  would  take 

place,  and  thereby  not  .only  prevent  anyoi -rapine/  in  dial  direc- 
tion, on  our  making  the  intended  assault,  but  prevent,  likewise,  an 
athnk  on  "in  rear  from  some  Bwcavalrj  which  I  had  been  informed 
were  encamped  a  few  miles  beyond  the  bri 

Having  thus  disposed  of  Mr.  Miller  and  ms  command,  the  axpedi 
tlon  i  its  march,  and  on  reaching  the  road  which  ted  to  the 

COUrt  bouse  I  divided  my  forces,  giving  Mr.  Holers  one  half,  with 
which  be  marched  on  to  the  right  of  the  court  bouse,  while  with  the 
other  ball  I  proceeded  to  the  left  «»f  the  court  bouse.  When  wo 
arrived  abreast  of  the  building  we  all  took  to  the  neighboring  wooda 
and  there  remained  concealed  until  the  proper  time  for  making  the 

attack  Bhould  arrive,  which    was  the  same  that    bad    been  Hxed  on  for 

firing  the  bridge  left  in  charge  of  Mr.  Miller. 
When  the  signal  for  attacking  was  made  we  immediate!]  i  hi 


al  a  double  ennck  and  completely  surrounded  the  meeting,  and  all 

skins 
their  escape.     Bj  thistuiieMr.  Miller  and  hi-  command  had  arrived. 


wb 


»  compose 


•  (iiiick 
sea  1 1  w 


ere  captured  except  '■'•.  who  Bucceeded  in  makini 


bringing  with  bfm  ii   men  whom  be  bad  captured  near  the  bridge, 
He  also  Drought  a  number  of  horses  and  buggies.    Then-  being  no 

prospect  after  the  bridge  was  set  on  fire  of  our  taking  any  tie 
oners,  I  gave  the  order  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Miller  for  the  expedi- 
tion to  again  form  int. i  Inc.  and,  placing  the  prisoners  in  the  center, 
we  -tailed  to  return  to  the  ship.     When  about  halfway  we  captured 
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3  more  men,  who  were  on  th-ir  way  to  the  meeting.     A>  we 

every  bridge  we  crossed  to  be  destroyed  to  prei 
pursuit.     1  rIso  burned  the  large  encampment  which  Btood  n 
roud  leading  to  Darian,  and  which  was  to  hare  been  occupied  bj 
force  now  being  raised  to  defend  the  coast* 

Ibe  expedition  arrived  safety  at  The  Uidgc.  at  sunset,  hut  as  mv 
order  in  regard  to  the  boats  had  been  misunderstood  we  did  no 

the  shin  until  about  noun  next  da\. 

Xha  Following  is  a  summary  of  whal  the 
Wetooh  86  prisoners,  22  boraes  and  bu  lestroyed  ^  bride 

and  bnrned  a  large  enoampmenj  which  the  enemy  greatly  d  for 

tin-  protection  of  oia  fore..-,  and  we  did  this  In  broad  daylight  and  15 
miles  from  our  boats  without  losing  a  single  life  or  meeting  with 

Uliph'i    ;mf   ;ireident. 

You  will   perceive,  -ir.  on  examining  the  descriptive  listol  I 
prisoners.  th:ii  BeveraJ  of  them  held,  al  the  time  of  their  capture, 

important  civil  office 

It  affords  m  »•  l"  !;i.-ti.in  to  do  report  with  the  aoknowl- 

edgmenl  that  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  «>f  the  enterprise  to 

the  offieei     and  men   under  nrj   command.    The  behavior  "f  both 
throughout  was  truly  admirable. 

Very  respeotrnlly,  your  obedient  servant. 

(Jk'i.  M.  ( I0LVOOOBB8SB6, 

(  oiinmiud*  r,    I '.    s'.   .\>"-f/. 

Bear-Admjral  John  A.  Dahlokbl 

Qymmandmff  South  Atta/nUo  />'  •it. 

(KiM'.hmurv.] 

Joseph  S.  Diinmi;  B  ears,  complexion  light,  height  5 

inches,  eyes  gray,  hair  light,  occupation  planter,  ami  lax  colic*  toi 
the  county  of  McInNisli.  whii  h  office  exempts  him  from  both  State  and 
Confederate  Governmenl  service;  citizen  of   Mcintosh  County, 
lie  states  that  about  fourteen  months  previous  to  bis  receiving  the 
above  commission  he  had  served  twelve  months  in  the  Confedi 
Anm :  he  has  sever  been  In  battle. 

William  Summerline;  age  .~>7  years,  complexion  light,  height  E  feet 
8  inches,  eyes  gray,  occupation  planter;  right  leg  amputated  below  the 
knee  four  years  BgO.  OSS  uever  jerved  in  the  Army  under  tin- ('on- 
federate  (Jo vi  1  njiiciii :  citizen  of  Mcintosh  County.  1 1:1. 

Converse  Parkhurst;  age  51  years,  complexion  dark,  height  5  (eel 
8  inches,  eye  occupation  merchant;  citizen  of  Mclnt 

Qa.     Remarks:  He  states  he  has  nevei  been  in  the  military  91 
the  Confederate  Government;  formerly  resided  in  Darien.     Hisfamirj 

are  residing  in  New  York. 

William  Donnelly;  age  ."■:'.  complexion  florid,  height  5  feet  3| 
inches,  ayes  blue,  occupation  tinsmith  and  farmer;  in  also  coroner  tor 
the  county;  "  \\ .  IV*  and  American  Sag  and  pole  on  left  arm;  citizen 
of  Mcintosh  I  krailty,  (la.  Remarks:  He  slates  that  he  has  never  been 
in  service   under  the  Confederate  Government     Carried   with   him  a 

revolver  Cor  self  defense  in  the  execution  of  his  dutv. 

William  Nelson;  age  M.  complexion  florid,  height  0  feet,  occupa* 
tion  farmer;  citizen  of  Biolntosb  County,  Qa.  Remarks:  He  states 
that  ho  served  six  mouths  in  the  Confederate  at  the  b 
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of  tin'  war;  also  tlctt  In-  hud  not  applied  for  any  military  office  under 
tin-  order  of  meeting. 

Charles  Trc/.e\  :mi :  age  50,  complexion  tlorid.  eyes  blue,  gray  hair, 

height  5   Beet   11   inches,  occupation   fanner;  citizen  of   Mcintosh 
County,  (in.     Remarks:  States  thai  he  baa  eerex  served  under  the 
( lonfi  aen  be  Government    Partial  pa  fa  I  \  -i-  Id  me  legs.    Ho  hud  with 
i  doable  barrel  gun.  which  ho  says  he  was  carrying  lioinc 

William  K.  Towasend;  age  58  years,  complexion  Light,  eyes  blue, 
height  •'»  feet  7  inches,  ooonpation  farmer  hum  shoemaker:  citizen  oi 
Mcl> :i o  ii  County,  da.     Remarks:  States  that  be  never  has  get 
under  the  Confederate  I  lovernmeet. 

William  J,  Cannon;  Age  80  years,  complexion  florid,  eyes  blue.  hair 
gray,  height  ft  feet 9  inches,  Occupation  farmer  and  sail  maker;  citizen 

of  Mcintosh  County,  Ga.  Remarks:  States  that  he  has  never  served 
trader  the  Confederate  Government,  nor  ever  taken  spams  against 
the  Qnited  States  Government. 

William  Thorpe;  Bge  46  years,  complexion  dark,  eyes  hi  on  n.  height 

•  ;  feet,  occupation  farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county:  c •  i •  i - 
sen  of  Mcintosh  County, Ga.     Remarks:  ms  general  health  baa,  and 

states  thai  he  served  four  months  in  the  Confederate  BSrviCC  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war. 

James  \i.  Webber;  years,  complexion  dark,  eyes  blno,  hair 

partiallj  u*»y,  height  B  feel  9  Inches,  ooonpation  sawyer  and  farmer: 
citizen  of  M  olntosn  Connty,  Ga.  Remarks:  States  thai  be  never  has 
served  in  the  lervice  of  t  h»*  Confederate  Government. 

< ".  Bennett;  ago  51  complexion  light,  eyes  bine  and  slightly 

crossed,  height  5  leel  9  Inches,  occupation  shoemaker;  citizen  ox 
Mcintosh  County,  I ia.  Remarks:  States  that  he  hi  BCVei  ' m'i-h  in 
the  military  service  of  the  State  or  I  kmiederate  Government 

George  xoung;  age  51  years,  complexion  dark,  eyes  gray,  hair 

brown,  height   .r>  feel    :•.'.    inches,  occupation    tanner  and  wheelwright; 

citizen  of  Slclntosh  County,  Ga.  Remarks:  States  that  be  never  was 
in  theservioeoi  the  State  or  Confederate  Government. 

Macgregor  Blount;  age  59  years,  complexioii  light,  eyes  blue,  hair 
sandy,  height  ft  feet  1 1  inches,  occupation  farmer;  citizen  of  Mcintosh 
County,  Ga.    Bemarks:  States  thai  be  has  served  En  the  Confederate 

Army  thirteen  months. 

William  Sallet:  age  56  years,  eyes  bine,  hair  dark,  complexion  dark, 
height  •»  feel  ftj  inches,  occupation  pointer;  citizen  of  Mcintosh 
County,  (la.      Remarks:   State-  that    he   never   served   under  the  Con 

federate  Government.    A  revolver  was  found  on  him,  and  he  states 
thai   be   has  carried   it  for  several  years  for  self-defense  again 
citizen. 

\\  illiam  I>.  Bowe;  age  68  yean,  complexion  light,  eyes  bine,  bair 
gray,  height  6  feet  g  inches,  occupation  farmer;  citizen  of  afdntosh 
County. (ia.     \<:<  Si  itee  that  he  never  has  served  in  the  military 

service  under  the  Confederate  Government 

James  Slater;  age  08  years,  complexion  dark,   eyes  blue,  hair  dark, 

height  5  feet  1 1  inches,  occupation  engineer  and  machinist;  citizen  of 

<  iiii.h  (  '.  .nnfy.  ( ia.       Uemarks:   States  t  hat  he  n«'\ <  r  has  served  under 

the  t  onfederate  Government,  nor  has  be  ever  been  engaged  in  doing 

work  for  them  at  his  business. 

.John  Blount;  age  U-l  years,  complexion  light,  eyes  gray,  hair  par- 
tially gray,  height   ft  Cent   ft   inches,  occupation    fanner;   citizen   of 


SOtTTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUADEON. 


Mcintosh  County.  (J;i.     Remarks:  Hover  bat  I  la  the  military 

service  of  the  Confederate  Government 

B.  1^'  Sueur;  i  ears,  complexion  dark,  syi  -  da  rk .  b  tight  B  feel 

B  inches;  citizen  of  Mclntoen  County,  Ga.  Remarks:  Estates  that  lie 
has  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  for  twelve  months  as  a  priva 
Kxempl  from  military  service  by  :i  perotil  from  the  Government,  on 
account  of  manufacturing  salt  He  was  engaged  in  n 
South  Newport,  Ga^,  for  a  private  company;  ismanagei  ofiheworkg. 
States  also  thai  he  baa  never  applied  for  any  military  office  under  tbc 
t Sonfederatc  ( \o\  ernment. 

James  l>.  McDonald;  age  50  years,  complexion  dark,  eye*  blue,  bair 
Light,  height  0  feel  B  inches,  occupation  farmer  and  sail  ranker;  citizen 
[wiggs  County,  Ga,      Remarks:  States  thai  be  was  engaged  in 
making  salt  as  an  employe"  of  a  private  company,  bavin  cial 

exemption  from  military  duty  from  the  Government  i<>  do  so;  also 
Btataa  that  be  never  has  served  in  the  military  of  the  State  or < Sonfed 
erate  ( roverameot. 

Samuel  R.  .1.  Thorpe;  age  W  years,  oompli  wn. 

brown  and  aligbuy  gray,  height  6  feet  I  inch,  occupation  farm 
citizen  of  Mcintosh  County,  Qa,     Etemarl  testhal  be  has  never 

served  in  the  military  Ben  ice  of  the  State  or  I  Confederate  <  lovernmeut. 

John  Hendrickson:  age  51  years,  oomplaxion  light,  eyes  dark  blue, 
hair  light,  height  6  feel  8  incase,  occupation  taking  care  of  100  n 
of  timber  for  Carl  Boning,  agent  for  the  company  [ofj  Mr.  Heerisbi 
in  Savannah,  Ga.;  citizen  of  Mcintosh  County,  Ga.     Remarks:  Blates 
that  In-  has  ne\  or  -<ei  \  ed  under  tin-  <  'on  federate  t  kM  Bl  ninent. 

George  Johnston;  age  18  yean,  complexion  dark,  eyes  hazel,  b 
brown,  height  6  feet  I  inches.     Bemarks:  A  boy,  and  has  do  occupat- 
ion; live-  will)  his  widowed  mother  nt  Johnston  Station.  Mcintosh 
( 'oimlv.  ( ia. 

huniel  Lane;  a^e  Hi  years.  eyes  gray,  complexion  dark,  hair  In 
height  8  feel  •'''•  Luonee      ttemarks:  wo  occupation;  son  of  a  widow: 
citizen  of  Mcintosh  t  ount] .  ' 

Obed  S.  Davis:  age  90  years,  complexion  dark,  eyes  hazel,  hair 
brown aad curly,  height  »•  met  :;  inches,  occupation  planter;  citixenoi 
Mcintosh  County,  Ga.  Remarks:  States  that  he  has  been  i  soldier  in 
the  Confederate  Ararj  three  years  by  next  October,  ami  fonnd  :it. 
home  w  ithout  permission. 

John  Chapman;  age   56  years,  complexion  li^ht.  ay,  bail 

sandy, height  6  feet  '•'!  inches, occupation  planter, citizen  of  Mcintosh 
County,  (ia,     Remarks:  States  thai  be  has  never  been  in  the  military 
f  the  State  or  Confederate  Government. 

Islium  L.  Johnston;  fcgt  Bfl  years,  complexion  dark,  eyes  black,  hair 
blai  i  .  height  '■>  feel  Bi  inches,  occupation  planter,  and  is  a  justice  of 
the  inferior  court^  oitusen  of  Mcintosh  County,  Ga.     Bemarks:  States 
thai  he  has  aervea  six  months  in  the  Confederate  Army  at  tie 
ning  of  the  war;  also  states  that  the  said  office  oi  justiceof  the  infei 
court  exempts  from  military  duty,  both  under  tin  fed- 

erate t  ios  emmeiit. 

1  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  i^  a  correct  descriptive  list  of  the 
-us  capti  kfclntosfa  Court-Hou.se  on  Wednesday,  AugiiHt  3, 

In'.!,  by  me, 

G.  M.  Colvocoim >s i .>. 

/minder,  (  .  8.  .V 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  to  Commander  Colvoeoressos  regarding  the  disposition 

of  prisoner!. 

Plao-Stbameb  Hauvim  .Moon, 

Doboy  Sound,  <•'■■■>,,.,,  Ain/nH  11,186^. 
Sue:   You  will  lake  flu-  first  Opportunity  <>f  a  steamer  passing  hence 
to  tin*  northward  to  transfer  to  the  U.  S.  S.  South  I  t,  now  in 

the  Savannah  River,  the 86  rebel  prisoners  which   rou  have  recently 
captured. 
Proper  measures  should  be  taken  bo  prevent  snj  attempt  at  escape. 
I  Imvf  signified  to  the  principal  men  sent  to  the  Saratoga  thai  1  will 
hold  tlit'in  prisoners  until  an  exchange  can  be  made  for  the  officers 
of  my  sqiiutiron.  now  prisoners,  :«n«l  who  have  been  held  as  snoh  for 
a  year. 
1  have  also  told  them  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  communicate  this, 
through   me,  to  the  commanding,   o Hirer  ;il   Charleston,  and   nothing 
more,  and  no  communication  t"  be  held  with  anyone  else,  North  or 
South. 

v.-n  respectfuJrj .  your  obedient  servant, 

.i.  a   Dahli  biii, 
Rfitr  Ailiiur.i/.  Comdff,  South  Atlantic  8  aron. 

Commander  (J.  M.  ('iii.\<»c<ii;k.^ks. 

('(iiiiiiKituii/ig  I '.  S.  Ship  Saratoga, 


General  order  of  Rear-Admirsl  Dahlgren,  0.  S.  Navy,  expressing  thanks  to  officers  and 

men. 

U.  S.  Flac-Steamek  Philahki.imiia, 
Port  Boyd  Bsrbor^  8,  ''..  Augwt  ?5,  lSV.'h 
Captain  Colvocoreases,  commanding  I'.  S.  sloop  of  war  8oratoga\, 
baa  recently  effected  the  capture  of  a  county  meeting  hi  Mcintosh 
County  in  an  exceedingly  creditable  maanei  to  himself  and  his  party. 

Tin'  rebel  Colonel  Gaulden,  commanding  the  eoasl  guard,  ordered  it 
meeting  of  th«'  reserve  militia  of  Mcintosh  County  on  Ihe  3d  August 
al  i  ne  eoanty  eouri  bouse. 

Captain  ( 'nlvunnv-r-  having  boeO  favored  with  a  sight  of  the  notice 
in  a  Savannah  paper,  and  feeling  considerable  interest  in  the  Object  of 
the  meeting,  concluded  thai  be  would  attend  it  also,  which  he  did.  with 
a  number  of  (Jolted  States  citizens  Barring  at  the  time  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Saratoga  as  officers,  seamen]  and  marines.  Having  a  consid- 
erable distance  to  go  by  land  and  water,  Captain  QolvooOTOOOOfl  -tailed 
from  his  ship  (la-  day  before,  and  after  a  night's  march  reached  Sapelo 
River]  bridge,  where  he  stationed  a  .small  party  under  Boatswain 
'hiiip  J.  Miller  to  intercept  a  part\  of  cavalry  s;iid  to  la-  in  the  rear, 
and  also  to  present  I  he  escape  of  fugitives.  The  main  body  then  pro- 
ceeded some  miles  farther  toward  tin-  COttli  hoUSO,  where  it  was 
divided  and  placed  so  as  to  surround  the  building,  but  concealed  from 
view. 

When  the  appointed  time  arrived.  Mr.  Miller  Bet  fire  to  the  bridge, 
and  at  the  signal  the  main  body  rushed  out  and  joined  the  meeting, 
Soon  after  Mr.  .Miller  arrived  with  some  citizens  that  he  had  picked  up 

by  the  way. 

Captain  Cotvoooressee  then  read  to  the  meeting  from  the  newspaper 

the  ordei  of  Oolonel  (iaulden  foi  their  assembling,  and,  regietting  that 
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the  oolone]  had  tailed  to  attend,  be  invited  the  meetuu  nanny 

him,  which  they  did.  and  arrived  safely  on  hoard  the 

iiv  under  the  United  State-  iiag. 

Colonel  Qauldeo   has  sinee   published  a  stat«  men!  in  which  lie  pro- 
's himself  to  be  mueh  hmniliate<l  hy  the  occurrence,  for  wl 
there  b  no  occasion,  ss  his  friends  are  in  better  company  than  thejr 
were  before. 

llf  also  pays  his  compliments  to  Captain  Oolvocoresses,  and 
that  k*when  he  calls  to  see  aim  again,  be  (Colonel  G.)  shall  be  at  I" 

and  will  try  to.L'ive  liiin  a  mote  respretfnl  reca-ption." 

I  think  1  can  answer  for  Captain  uolvocoressee  that  be  duVj  a] 
ciates  the  colonel's  politeness  and  will  endeavoi  t<>         rocate. 

Tin'  whole  affair  does  great  credit  to  Captain  Coivocornsses,  bis 
officers  and  men.     With  him  wt  re  Acting  En  IwardBogen 

George  O.  Fabens,  Boatswain  Philip  J.  Miller,  Acting  Master  s  M 
William  A.  Stam. aid   and  Thomas    Dalton,  Acting  Captain"-  Clerk 
John  W.  MeKey  nolds.  and  Dr.  Winthrop  Butler:  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  thanks  to  him.  to  them,  and  tothe  nn-n. 

I  ommanden  oi  Is  will  have  this  oi  eek 

to  all  hands  the  <\n\  after  it-  reception. 

John  A.  Dahubsmv, 
Jin.--  Admiral,  Oamdg,  South  AMantfc  Block 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  ship  Saratoga.  Commander  Colrocoreuei.  U.  B.  Wary. 

.hni>  /■'>.  r<(>.'j.  At  8:80  p.  m.  came  to  with  the  sturl>oard  anchor  in 
Port  Boi  al  Harbor. 

•/■••  I0p.  m   came  to  anchor,  Sapelo  light-bouse  bearing 

W.  N.  W.,  distant  nbont  6  DQffl 

August  /.     From  meridian  to  i  p.  m.  all  hand-  getting  the  ezpi 
fcion  read]       U  I:  SO  p.  m.  the  expedition  started^  captain  [Corfu 

in  eommand,  6  Doatsand  I  id  men.  including  omot  i 

At  8  ».  m.  tbeboate  returned  to  the  snip.     At  *_':4cp.  m, 
Acting  Ma-irr'>  Mate  Chase  started  with  all  the  hoats.  assisted  bj  tin' 

/'.    .1.     UV//yA  ln»at>.  to  '_n)  to  The    Kidjre  to  lake  the  captain  and  party 

thai  went  on  expedition  on  lioard.  At  6:30  p.  m.  boats  oul  of  sight 
behind Doboj  Island, in  the  direction  of  The  kid  null  blowing 

ahead  at  the  time. 

August  'f. — At.  l  a.  m.  John  W.  McReynolds  returned  in  a  canoe; 
reported  the  boam  not  arrived  at  the  landing.  At  1:80  dispatched  him 
at  once  to  go  in  search  of  I  hs  boats,  and  to  take  them  to  the  right  land- 
ing.     At  3:80 called  all   hands  to  quarter-,  a  hail   from  a  boat  being 

reported.  Nothing  rortfaar  taking  place,  piped  down  at  3  a.  m.  At 
1:80  p.  ni.  the  expeditioo  returned  with  96  prisoners.  .John  Steward. 
seaman,  missing. 


Additional  report  of  Baar-Admiral  Dahlg ren.  V.  8.  Navy. 


No.  417.  |  Flac.-Stf.amf.h  Harvest  MoOM, 

oti  i   gust  ::.  isfj/f. 

.  I  have  already  informed  the  Department  that  Captain  Corro- 

COreSSeS  had  taken  P.-.-nts   six  citizen*,  in    UcIntOSfa  County,  who  had 

L     i 
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assembled  there  by  an  official  order  from  Colonel  Graulden  and  the 
Governor  of  Georgia. 

These  persons  were  not  taken  whilst  in  pursuit  ol  their  ordinary 
n-,  i. in  in  i!ir  bgI  of  organising  u  amilitai  bo  assail 

the  officers  and  m.-ii  oJ  this  command  nrhilel  executing  their  duti 
For  that  reasofi  I  have  retained  them  as  oris  uofa  offered 

bo  exchange  them  for  the  naval  officers  that  have  been  in  oaptivta 
long.    Tli"  rebel  general,  however,  refuses  to  consider  them  in  that 
light,  or  to  exchange  them, 

1  remain  of  the  opinion  thai  Gbej  are  properly  prisoners  of  war, 
i"it  ri'(|  m  the  Department  will  give  Biioh directions as  it  n 

deem  proper. 

I  bave  only  time  now  to  submit  the  principal  hictB  of  the  oast    bn 
1  will  enclose  copies  of  mj  letter  and  tne  rebel  general's  reply  by  next 
mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  \^i\r  obedienJ  servant. 

J.    A.    Dvnn;i;iN. 

/.'■  ■/,--. i "',/.•  fool,  Comdg  Blockading  Squadron* 

Bon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sboretary  ojthi  .\>fy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  DahlgTen,  U.  8.  Nary,  transmitting  correspondence  with  Major- 
General  Jones,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Charleston,  requesting  permission  to  forward 
necessaries  to  Union  prisoners,  and  offering  exchange- 
No.   424.  J  I    I    ■■.'.    8  i  KAMKi:     PlIll,\l>KI.rill.\, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  '..  Avgutt  Iff,  1864. 
mi;:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  with  the  rebel 
general  commanding  in  Charleston. 
I  had  learned  that  our  officers  there  were  Buffering  for  certain  necee 

Sarv  artie.h  j  of  diet,  and  wrote    requesting   that  these   might  be   fur 
DIBhed,  or    hat  1  mighl  be  allowed  to  send  them. 

1  also  took  the  opportunity  of  stating  thai  certain  persons  had 
been  lately  captured  tn  Rfelntosfa  Counfy,  and  offered,  if  the  rebel 

general  would  exchange  for  navy  oflicers,  to   refer  the  matter  to  the 
Department. 
The  reply  was  that  1  might  send  elothing  and  small  Bums  of  no 

hut  not  me  articles  of  food  mentioned. 

TheofTcred  exchange  was  declined  on  the  ground  that  these  persons 

taken  were  not  prisoners  of  war.    The  reply  was  couched  in  offensive 

language  and  allusion 

My  reply  la  riven  hi  the  annexed  copy. 

\  copy  of  the  letter  of  me  prisons]     to  General  Jones  is  also 

transmitted. 
I  now  request  the  decision  of  the  Department  as  to  the  Btatt 

these  prisoners. 

It.  is  heyond  question  that  they  had  been  called  together  to  organize 
and  arm  in  order  to  against  the  landing  of  our  men.      This  is 

proven    by  the   notice    in    the    Sa\annah    Republican  which  cau>ed  tli<' 
meeting,  and  also  by  portions  Oil   l''M<  rs  subsequently  written  by  (Jolo- 

neJ  Qauhien,  in  which  are  such  passages  us  these' 

From  thfl  patriotic  intercut  which  yen  have  taken  in  my  attempt  to  onranire  the 

reserve*!  militia  in  (he  three  oountfe    »1  Mcintosh,  liberty,  and  Bryan,  I 
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you  aftd  your  Itnilei  I  WOOM  like  t<»  hear  tlm  iv.-nlt  •■!  my  llbom.     I  lu- enrollment 

complete,  tod  we  ere  read]  to  t&ke  ibe  Beld  witta  upwards  of  200 

Tluw  '  radon  with  the  ragollF  troopeon  the  niMt,  the  mm 

Of   wliniii  tin-  4-rit-my  will  liiid  mil  w  Inn  lln>    I 

Too  people  "i  r!n  counties  haw-  responded  with  p  ism, 

ly  in  Lliu   lilili uuly  of  Bryan.     Thrir  rondurt  in  thix  i 

nij  Tliaiii.-  and  tlii-  pari  illce.    Two  of  the  jt  the  inferior  • 

i  f  i  ■  i  ii  uorod,  thoogn  exempt 

tt  *  N  •  #  • 

Under  the  oiroumstanoee  there  was  little  doubt  that  the  i 
ild  hare  been  speedilj  in  arms,  bul  the  prompt  action  of  * 
Colvocoresses  prevented  the  overt  act    Tbe  prisoners  are  nol  :«t  lii> 
erty  to  plead  this  in  bar  of  their  being  an  armed  organization,  and 
therefore  prisoners  of  irar.     At   the  same  time  ii   remains  tor  the. 
Department  to  decide,  and  I  await   its  instructions,  which  I  would 
ivi|iii>st  also  in  r^anl  t"  -nun-  other  persons  taken  in  a  subseqneol 
» ■  \  j  h  • .  1 1 1  i  < . , ,     Twool  them  are  small  farmers,  who  were  nol  in  anna, 
and  were  attending  t<>  their  work,  men  past  60  years  of  age;  shall 
'i released  and  sent  to  their  homes  i 

A  few  others  were  engaged  in  laboring  at  the  salt  work.-. 

Will  the  Department  mease  t<>  give  me  its  decision,  when  com  anient, 
as  these  persons  are  in  the  way  on  ship  board  I 

I  have  tl»»'  honor  t<>  Ih«,  vary  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

J.  A.  Dahlqrkn, 
Star  Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  A  tditig  Sj 

Don.  (tiuKMN  Wki.i 

vry  >>///„  Navy, 

[Kni'IiMi>rca.J 

l*.  s  Flag  Steamed  Philadelphia. 
/',.,•/  Royal  Harbor,  8.  '..  August-  li,  i 
3b:  t  am  informed  that  there  are  16  naval  o  onfined  in  prison 

in  the  city  of  Oharli  ton  «rho  arc  destitute  of  clothing  and  many  of 
the  necessaries  »>f  life,  such  as  flour,  butter,  coffee,  sugar,  Map.  etc, 
I  bave  to  request  that  you  will  either  furnish  them  with  tlww  articles, 
OT  that  you  will  allow  me  t"  do  so. 

I  have  to  inform  you  thai  I  now  hold  :is  prisoner?  85  citusei 
Greoi  tared  August  Bat  Mcintosh  County  court-house,  Qa. 

Their  Dames,  as  reported  by  them,  will  Im-  round  in  tin*  annexed 
list.* 

[fyon  feel  disposed  to  exchange  any  of  Umse  persons   for  ai 
the  naval  officers  captured  in  September,   L868,  at  Fort  Sumter  or 
elsewhere,  at  snj  tuna,  within  the  limit*  of  (his  command,  and  will 
'iin  me  thereof,  I  will  Bubmil  tin-  question  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Navy  Department 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgbjbf, 
Rem  .  I  Umira&i  Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

General  Samuel  Jonej 

.xfon,  S.   ('. 
"Omitted.     Tin;-  1 1-=  t  repeat*  the  nam.  >reasew'  lilt,  except 

that  m  i  ibi  IE   Da\i-     Oownuna 
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r.  s.  Sloop  01   Wab  Sibatoqa, 

:■■<<;.;. 

Sik:  \  naval  expedition  gotten  up  by  the  blockading  squadron  off 
the  eoastof  Georgia  to  prevent  toe  organisation  of  tin-  man  called 
together  by  Colonel  William  B.  Qaulden,  aid-de-camp  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Georgl  bed  twenty-six  persons,  reaideni 

Georgia,  soon  of  us  Eg  cMl  positton  and  oeeupatioa  not  bable  t<> 
military  duty 

Kmr  Admit ;il  .1.  A.  I  tebfo  i  en  telli  as  that  we  a  ill  be  held  on  pi 
-hip  in  ba  exchanged  for  bis  naval  officers  now  held  in  prison,  as/ 
that  our  treatment  shall  beth<-  -aim  .  that  in-  ha-  L-ard  that 

those. naval  offloen  have  reoenth  been  deprived  of  some  of  the  da 
nvlesof  Ufa     We  would  like  raryon  to  use  your  bt  svors  t<» 

have  ns  oxcbanged  as  early  ao  poKHi  b]«>,  and  in  the  meantime  to  com 
municate  with  Colonel  William  1».  Gaulden,  Hinesville,  Ga.,  who  sub 
ordered  by  his  Excellency,  Governor 'Brown,  to  report  to  General 
McLaws.  Si  abo  with  c.   Day,  liaeon,  Ga.,  and  Dr.  1J.  8. 

Vfimberlj .  Jeffereonville,  Ga, 

is.  La  Strain*. 

| And    •:'.'-   otll; 

Major-Geoeral  Sam  bl  Jotnta, 

Oomdg,  Military  l)l*tri<>(  nf  s.  <'..  i;<i.,.t,,<i  Ft*, 


HdQKH.    Dk.IT.   OF   S.   C,   (iA..   AND    I'l.A., 

CharUstor^  8.  0Lt  August  16,  />'•;. 

Sm  I  received  last  oiffhtyoni  letter  d  the  12th  instant 

The  officers  of  tin'  r.  s.  Navy,  prisoners  "f  win-,  now  in  this  city, 
to  whom  you  rarer,  will  be  permitted  to  receive  any  i  lothisg  you  may 
Bend  .hem  to  meet  their  present  wants. 

In  view  of  the  diligence  with  which  the  troops  of  your  Government 
have  sought  for  and  stoieo  or  wantonlj  destroyed  all  manner  of 
clothing,  even  the  apparel  of  women  and  children,  that  they  could 
find  in  our  country,  and  this  in  many  eases  by  the  general  command- 
imr,  it  may  seem  somewhat  singular  that  I  should  permit  this  indul- 
gence. 1  desire  it.  therefore,  i<>  be  distinctly  nud<  rstood  that  I  do  it 
only  because  I  believe  a  like  Indulgeuee  is  allowed  our  officers,  now 
men  of  «  ar. 

I  can  not  permit  them  to  receive  from  you  the  other  articles  you 
mention. 

Thej  receive  now  the  same  rations  in  kind  and  quantity  that  our 
own  officers  receive.  If  the  articles  von  mention  are  not  issued  to 
them  regularly,  it  is  only  because  of  the  blockade  of  our  soasl  mi  a 
tained  by  your  Government  and  tike  destruction  of  grain,  agricultural 
in  in  and  means  of  transportation  by  its  armies.  J  can  not 
permit  any  running  of  the  blockade  for  the  exclusive  use  and  benefit 
of  those  who  maintain  it.    Your  officers  '•'•ill  be  permitted,  as  hereto 

fore,  to  receive  money  in  able  sums,  and  to  pinvha-     whal  they 

want  in  our  market  -. 

It  .seems  that,  in  order  to  procure  the  release  of  certain  of  your 
officers,  now  prisoners  of  war.  you  recently  sent  to  the  roast  of 

Georgia  arid  kidnaped  twenty  live  eitizens.      Von  now  inform  DAS  that 
you  hold  them   as   prisoners  arid  that  if  I  "feel  disposed  to  exchange 
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;uiv  of  those  persons  for  any  of  the  naval  officers  captured  in  5 

her,  1868,  el  Port  Sumter  or  elsewhere  at  an}  tune  within  the  limits 

of  this  command,  and  will  inform  mo  i>  sub- 

iuir  the  question  bo  the  Navj  Department.1'    I  koon  aol   on  what 

principle  vou  pivpoae  to  exchange    eitizees, 

Co  be  kidnaped  and  forcibh  oarried  unity  from  their  boa 

imprisoned,  fur  tie  with  arms  in  ids, 

jou  might,  perhaps,  without  going  as  far  as  the  coast  oi  G 

have  ed  men  whom  you  could,  with  propriety,  have  offered  in 

exchange  for  your  officers,  hut  yon  would  have  lonnd  thorn  Mini 

and  would  have  been  obliged  to  tight  and  overcome  h 

them.     V'iu  need  not  trouble  the  Navy  Department  with  the  question, 

u  I  do  not   iv.  l  disposed  to. aid  yon  to  profit  bj  your  own  wrong 

i •  x i ■  1 1 : 1 1 1 u i ••  lt  officers  captured  in  battle  for  private  citizens  mot 

wantonly  and  :it  so  little  risk  to  the  i-aj»t*ns.      But  I  will  cxetiange  the 

offieen  j  on  refer  to  for  an  equal  Dumber  of  <  onfederate  Sti 

{onen  of  war.  of  1  i  W  ••  grade,  rani  for  rank  or  their  equivalents,  my 
fover^nnenl  designating  its  officers  to  be  exchanged.     If  you  think  it 
proper  to  accede  to  this  proposition,  you  havi  onlj  to  notify  me  when 
yon  are  prepared  to  make  the  exchange. 
The  clothing  you  may  Bend  in  boxen  easily  handled,  in  a  small  boat, 

to   the    usual    point    of    meeting    ofl    B  Marshall,  but   as    Ms 

General  Poster  has  requested  that  communication  bel  be  only 

by  way  of  Port  Royal  Ferry,!  have  to  request  that  in  future  an) 
communication  you  mai  desire  t"  send  to  me  which  docs  not  require 
immediate  action  be  sent  to  that  point. 

Viry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Sam  -biNEs, 
M> 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DaHLGHBH, 

/•'.  8.  FlOQ  ■    Phihuhlph'm. 


tJi  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  S.  <"..  A  964. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  reached  mo  at  this  place. 
Conformably  to  the  conditions  imposed  in  vour  letter,  I  shall  cause 
to  be  forwarded  clothing  and  monej  t<>  the  Union  officers  wh 
have  prisoners,  protesting  at  the  aame  time  against  your  detaining 
I' ii. m  ihcm  .sii.-li  food  a>  I  ma\   wish  to  send  them,  but  which  you  ; 

Hoi  to  git  b  them. 

If  you  do  iufler,  as  you  allege,  for  want  of  food,  it  is  of  your  on  D 
choice,  and  yoij  ha  rib*  to  impose  the  consequences  on  otheni 

who  had  ot  thing  to  do  with  mat  choice. 

It  aught  be  unpleasant  for  those  around  to  Bee  Union  officers  pro- 
vided with  necessaries  that,  they  have  not:  if  so.  and  you  would  avoid 
it.  then  parole  your  prisoners;  you  have  no  right  to  make  them  suffer 
in  this  way. 

It  is  not.  true  that  I  caused  twentv-six  citizens  of  Georgia  to  be  kid 
najH-d  that  I  might  procure   the   release  of  my  officers    who  arc  now 
prisoners  of   war. 

These  men  had  ISBI  luhled  by  public  notice  for  the  pin  ,  taking 

up  arms  agl  Union,  which  has  also  been  distinctly 
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Stated   since   in   the   Savannah    liepuhlican    by  Colonel  <  Jauldon,  who 

tamed  tin-  order, 

In  a  r-omiiiiin  i<:ili<  m  doted  AugUSt  '»'>  In-  «?peaks  of  "this  attempt,  to 

organise  the  reserved  militia  in  uolntosh,  Liberty,  and  Bryan.  In 
another  place  he  speaks  of  iIhth  as  ''Troope  to  act  in  cooperation 

with  the  regular  troop-  on  tin-  const,  the  number  of  whom  the  enemy 

will  liml  «nit  when  they  come." 

It  i-  ui>(»  aaid  iii  :i  [ettai 'from  these  cftiaeos,  prhioh  I  en 
herewith,  thai  the  purpose  ol  the  expedition  was  to  prevent  ih 
aaiaing. 

Tue  r.jmmander  of  the  N  having  seen  the  Be  i  iabsJj  Bepub 

lican.  went  there  and  i-apt  mod  all  that  appeared. 

If  tin-  men  had  been  armed  there  could  have  been  n<»  .|mtimi  a 
to  their  being  prisoners  of  wax,  as  they  had  been  ealled  together  to 
organize  and  arm.     I  think  there  le  justaa  Little  question  as  bo  their 
being  prisoners  of  war;  at  ties  same  time,  that,  waainfi  bo  be  decided 
bj  the  United  States  Government. 

In  the  hope  (hat  you  might  he  induced  to  release  from  a  captmh 
thai  has  lasted  nearly  a  year  some  officers  of  this  squadron,  1  offered  to 
exchange  these  prisoners  for  my  own  officers. 

You   may  be  assured  that  while  they  are  in   my  hands  they  will  be 
properly  feel  and  their  want.-  attended  to. 
Had  these  citizens  been  pursuing  their  avocations  peaceably  it  is 

not  likely  that  they  would  have  been  disturbed,  Bad  it  is  a  subterfuge 
I"  aver  DAI  they  had  been  forcibly  carried  from  their  home.-  and 
imprisoned  u>  if  iln-y  were  im/ll'ii-ivi  l\   following  their  vocations,  and 

not  in  the  very  act  of  taking  op  arms. 

Some  oi  tboae  armed  men  on  whom  you  so  vauntinpdv  relied  ware 
found  by  a  party  of  seamen  from  the  same  ship,  on  the  very  day  thai 
your  letter  was  written.    They  were  cavalry;  and  aaid  to  i"1  the  Tb 
Sooth  Carolina.    Half  of  them,  with  an  officer,  wen-  captured  with 

their  rifles,  sabers,  ammunition,  etc.,  and   the  tvn  only  escaped 

by  mating  better1  use  od  their  heels  than  they  had  of  their  arms. 

Not  far  from   the  -aim-   locality,  and   but  ii    few   days  pic\  i..n-.  the 

boats  of  the  fotomshi  found  Borneo!  these  armed  men  and  repulsed 

their  attach  in  such  a  manner  as  to  got  rid  of  them  very  quickly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  olx.-dient  servant. 

.1.    A.    PAIII.GRF.N, 

Sew  -AdmirttL 
I  reneraJ  Samuel  Jones, 


Let'er  from  Roar-Admiral  DahlgTen,  U.  8.  Navy,  responding  to  requests  from  prisoners. 

Flag-Steam  i-:k  1'hii.ai>ki.i-ii  ia. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <:.  August  95,  flSfif 
SxBfi:  I  have  received  your  letter,  and.  conformably  to  thi    request 
therein  conti  m.  d,  have  to  inform  you  that  Genera]  Jones  lecHr 
exchange  you  for  the  naval  oflicers  who  have  been  held  in  captivity 
for  nearly  one  year. 

You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  I  consider  you  as  having  been  cap- 
tured at  a  meeting  publicly  called  to  organize  and  arm  under  a  direction 
from  Colonel  (iauluen. 
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Qad you  been  in  the  pursuit  of  yonr  ordinary  vocatij 

cili/.t'lis,  (lie  c;i-c  would  lia\c  Ihtm  different. 

\-  i"  your  liability  t<>  military  duty,  I  can  onh  point  bo  the  Eat 
your  having  met  in  pursuance  of  an  order  for  suco  daty. 

[will  not  object  to  your  communicating  vritib  your  hoi 
tlmt  yon  shall  nol  want  proper  Food  or  clothing  or  aeoomu]  ,  bo 

fur  bb  they  can  be  proi  Ided  I  lithcr  of  I 

can  apprise  me  if  you  ire  subjected,  to  leinconw 

I  mn.  \t-ry  rospeotfulry,  your obedienl  aw  int 

J.  a.  Dahlqsi 
Admit  ■■'•  Blocks 

Mr.  B.  Lb  SusuBand  others, 

U.  8.  *.  South  i  '<t)<>ihi'i. 


Letter  from  prisoner!   to  Bear-Admiral  Dnhlgrcn,  U.  8   Navy,  requesting  to  be  parole*. 

Sticamki;  South  Carolina,  >•/"'« mher  ..'.  /■■ 
Sxb:  In  oonsideratlojQ  of  our  not  being  under  aims  at  the  time  of  our 
arrest,  and  quite  a  number  of  us  physically  unable  i<>  perform  military 
duty,  as  any  surgeon  will  certify,  in  consideration  of  1 1 1« •  destitute  i 
ditioo  of  "in  families,  we  ask  vou  to  parole  us. 

Bo  far  as  we  laveany  tcnowledgeoi  the  cartel  ol  tange.  then 
no  provision  tor  the  exchange  of  such  persons  as  we  are,  and  if  tin 
u  no  rach  provision  it  places  us  in  a  peculiar  position. 

Believing  that  your  Feelings  would  prompt  you  i<>  do  everything 
consistent  with  bonor  and  duty  to  alleviate  as  much  sa  maj  be  the 
evils  and  Buffering  attending  an)  war,  and  especially  a  civil  war,  ire 
appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  ourselves,  in  the  names  of  those  who 
dependent  upon  us  for  protection  and  Bupport  at  all  times  which 
dependence  isgreath  inoi  wing  t->  the  situation  of  the  country, 

whose  welfare  is  the  dearest  object  of  every  man  of  principle  to  parole 
DS|Bud  allow  us  to  return  to  our  homes,  which  will  place  us  in  such  u 
situation  as  that  the  Confederate  authorities  can  not  emploj  us  to  I 
benefit,  or  to  injury  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  at  the  same 
time  allow  us  tots  re  of  our  Families,  pledging  ourselves  to  | 
serve  in  good  Faith  the  terms  of  our  parole.  Hoping  that  there  is 
nothing  in  our  request  inconsistent  we  shall  anxxously  await  youi 

IVf.lv. 

Allow  iis  to  return  our  thanks  for  the  assurance oi  considei 
menl  and  For  tin-  privilege  of  commun  with  our  horn 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  TrobpBj 
|  And  -1J.  others]. 

r  Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlosbh, 
{'••:■  v  8outA  AtUk 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgreu,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  prisonera.  responding  to  their  request 

for  parole. 

Fi.au  Sn: am ii;  Pim.uniriiiA, 
B»i  Royal  fiorftor,  6*.  '■'..  SvpUmb*  j.  i 
(Ik\ti  imi:\:  Y our oonmiunieati<  cbed  me. 

Tout  case  has  been  referred  to  the  LTnited  States  authorities  and 
owing  bo  tli<  distance  a  reply  may  not  reai  b  me  for  on»-  or  two  we< 
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In  reneeting  on  the  iiM--.mrtii.-nri-  jron  may  suffer  from  being 
detained  from  your  lioiuf.-.  please  to  rememhei  irhal  those  havo 

made  t<>  i.-ikIi-  i  whole  year.  >\  ho-e    release  I  <l«  -i  i  «•  fed  ohtain  for 

r  OK  ii. 

I   llUVf  ju>t     B66H    OnOOf    tin-Ill    vvll-  >     III        lien       pi  -milled     In    leave    fill'- 

jail  foj  b  brief  torn  In  older  to  arrange  for  an  Bxchange. 
Be  La  an  officer  irbo  baa  attained  rani  irith  long  sei  I  prho  toe 

intydaya  irai  kept  la  irons  with  another  officer,  whiul  both  these 
and  all  their  comrades  raptured  at  Sumter  bew  been  bold  like  common 

folODfl  in  a  jail  in  tin-  middle  of  the  Stair. 

I  lii-.  [a  the  treatment  that   ha-  heen  BBfiifRied  Of  the  rebel  authoritn  -. 
to  a  gallant,  set.  of  true  gentlemen,  whonc  rhief  OffeOM  "as  their  loyalty 
to  their  flag  arid  the  effort  they  made  to  p    BOTC  11  GO  its  place  on  i 
Sumter. 

Kemote  from  BV< v\  friendly  hand  ihey  hn\e  nBBHOri  S  whole  year. 
Imt  I  have  no  wi^li  to  retaliate  on  TOO  this  Inula!  I  real  ment. 

in  offering  t»  exchange  you  ibr  ifaem  I  baveoarj  desired  toahorton 
the  duratioD  dj  their  captivity  and  to  leave  you  bee  to  go  to  your 
homes. 

Whil-t  I  told  you  there  should    l>e  no  laek  in  quantity  or  quality  of 

good  food,  and  a  you  can  n«>t  procure  clothing  From  your  homes,  suffi* 

cient  shall  he  gh  en  t- 1  J  on.  you  are  al  way  I  at  lilieits  I ' »  v\  i  i  t  ■  ■  to  me  if 
in  these  respects  von  are  in  want. 

Bitterl}  as  I  have  sutlet id  use  of  this  ah'oeious  rehelliou, 

me  rigbl  in  luppoaing  thai  i  '-Mil  never  nnnoooaoarlly  aggi  ivato 

the  horron  and  deaoiation  *•,  ho-h   n   ha--  inouM-ht  <>n  our  eommou 

As  Genera]  Jonei  baa  declined,  and  thai  In  meal  unworthy  terms,  to 

hange  you,  your  reipn    t  for  parole  will  l>e  transmitted  I.,  the  Navy 

Department  tor  it-  consideration  and  action. 

A  package  of  letter-  has  been  reeeived  from  you,  and  will  he  for- 
warded with. ail  delay  to  your  families, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DaHLQBJ 

Uxir  . I <lnt'r"i.  f '",/<</>/.  South  Atlctniu  Blockading  Sguwfon. 
Messrs.  Thorpe,  Li  Bum  a  [and  others]. 


rnatraotioni  from  the  Becretarj  of  too  5a*y  to   Sear-Admiral    Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Hawy. 
regarding  the  disposition  of  the  prisoner*. 

N'.wv  I )it ■  . .  .s./v.  mbt  f  7%  t8$  ')■ 

Sn;.  The  Departmenl  has  recelTed  your  No.  im.  dated  the  36th 
ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  correspondence  between  yourself  and 
(Jeneral  Sam.  Jones,  commanding  Ii   ton,9  C,  is  reference  to 

funnelling  clothing  and  other  necessaries  to  our  navy  officers  and 

men  who  are   imprisoned  al    that  plaee,  and    to  e\ehnnging   for  ll 
Certain    persons    recently   oaptureu    by   ('onimander   Colvoeore«ses   in 

Mcintosh  ( fount] .  da. 

The  Department  concurs  With  you  in  your  views  a    lo  tin    dal 
the panons  captured  in  Mcintosh  County.    Tuey  were  at  the  time  of 
their  capture  not  engaged  in  theordlnar]  pui  nits  of  life,  imi  were 
gathered  together  to  organize  for  hostile  purposes.     All  who  wore 
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conoerned  ii>  thie  meeting  and  were  captured 

of  wax  nod  will  be  bo  regarded.  If  they  will  not  be  accepted  in 
r\i  hange  for  our  naval  officers  and  Beamen  or  otheT  prisoners  «>f  wai 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  yon  will  Bend  them  north  tear  safe-keep 

Hie  persona  who  irere  captured  in  tin-  subsequent  expedition  of 
( kunmander  Colvoeoregses,  and  n  bo  at  the  time  were  pursuinj 
ful  evocations,  will  be  sen!  ashore  at  some  convenient  point 
homes,  or  tin-  place  <«f  their  capture.     In  this  olase  are  t«i  be  Inoloded 
those  whom  th  "i  as  having  been  laboring  at  the  salt  works, 

With  regard  t<»  the  exchange  <»f  prisoners:  Prom  present  n-prcsen- 
tations  maae  to  tin-  Department  bj  those  who  are  imprisoned  at  Fort 
Warren,  and  from  information  gathered  from  your  dispatches,  or 
(he  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Major-General  Foster  on  the  18th 
nltimo,  we  are  led  t<»  believe  thai  an  exchange  of  naval  officers  and 
seamen  can  be  effected  between  yourself  and  the  commanding  general 
;tt  Charleston.  With  tins  vien  the  Department  will  send  to  yon  bj 
the  I  v.  on  In  r  next  trip,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  AHotdd, 

now  Imprisoned  at  Port  Warren,  and  such  othere  there  as  are  under 
the  control  oi  this  Department  and  ca  coommodated  in  the  ( 

ian.     You  arc  authorised  to  offer  them  in  exchange,  on  • 
terms,  foranj  of  our  officers  iiml  seamen  --t  the  Navy  imprisoned  at 
(  iiarleston  or  any  other  point  within  convenient  reach.     If  the  propo- 
sition be  declined,  you  will  send  them  hack  to  Boston  by  the  first  good 
opportunity,  to  be  recommitted  to  Tort  Warren. 
\  i  r\  respectfully,  etc., 

GXDBOH    W  F.I.I. !■:>. 
Secretary  o< 
Kaar-Admiral  J  no.  A.  Paiiloren, 

ron, 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahigren.  U.  B.  Nayy.  to  priaonen,  regarding  the  decision  of 
the  Department  relative  to  their  itatui  ae  pruoneri  of  war. 

Flag-Si  bambb  Philadelphia, 
Ikrt  Eayal  Barbor,  8.  01,  SepUsmbm  W%  186$. 
Gentlemen:  A  statement  of  the  oircnmstanoeB  under  which  v 
were  captured  has  been  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  who  decides  that  those  who  were  captured  at  the  meeting  in 
Mcintosh  County  were  "at   the  time  of  their  capture  not  engl 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life,  but  were  gathered  together  Anise 

for  hostile  purposes.  All  who  were  concerned  in  thie  meeting  and 
were  captured  are  legitimate  prisoners  of  war,andwil]  be  bo  regarded. 
If  they  will  not  la-  accepted  in  exchange  \^\-  our  naval  officers  and 
seamen,  or  other  prisoners  of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  you 
will  send  t In-ill  north  \'< >r  safe  g." 

Accordingly  you  will  he  c  inveyed  to  the  North  as  prisoners  of  war 
a  early  date,  unless  then-  is  reason  t-i  suppose  that  an  exchai 

I   the  naval  offioei  -  oi  seamen,  now  held  as 
piisonersof  war  at  Charleston  or  elsewhere. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  sen-ant, 

J.  A.  Dahusren. 
South    \tlantlc  Blockaditi 

Mr.  R  LE  8«  'I  8   AMD  otiikk    PRISONERS   01    War. 
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Letter  from  Boar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U  8.  Navy,  to  Lieatenani-General  Hardee,  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  cause  of  delay  in  forwarding  money  to  prisoners. 

Fi.ao  Stkamkk   H\  i:\kst  Moon, 

fori  Royal  Harbor^  February  7,  186$, 
Br*:  Your  communication  of  81st  of   Deoj  mlier,  in   reply  to  mine 
of  21-t  November,  has  been  received. 
The  militiamen  of  Mcintosh  County,  [(in. ],  bo  whom  if  refers,  as 

well  U  the  South  Carolina  cavalrymen,  were  Benl  Nortli  for  font  enient 

custody,  as  1  bad  already  retained  them  bare  Tor  several  months  in  the 
hope  thai  lome  arrangement  For  the  exchange  could  be  affected. 

Two  or  three  are  -^till  here,  because  they  were  sick,  audit  was  not 
Bd  ad\  isable  t(»  subject  them  t<>  the  change  of  climate. 

One  of  them  I  Imd  ordered  t«>  be  released  on  parole,  as  the  medical 
officer  thought  he  might  doJ  Burvive  unless  allowed  I  me;  but 

the  order  came  too  late     he  'lied. 

The  others  are  in  the  hospital,  and  i  i lie  same  atteodaooaafl 

our  own  men. 

The  packages  of  money  were  sent  ley  an  officer  to  Fort  Pulaski, 
where  the  pnsonei  -  tor  nrhom  they  were  intended  now  are. 

The  rules  of  the  Army  require  thai   n  b  trticlee  should  peas  through 
the  commissioner  of  exchange,  to  whom  the  money  ($41)  was  then 
fore  Bent,  and  he  being  at  the  North,  the  transmission  to  the  prisoners 
is  unavoidably  delayed 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

.1.  A.  Paiii.okkn. 
Ii>nr-.\<l,u<r<<l .   Qomdff,  Swiff,   Athritfir   Bi  '■■'    >'-/'/./.. 

Lieutciiaiit-Ceneral  W.  J.  Hardee. 

.  '■-<!"/'.  8,0, 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hood.  C.  B.  Army,  transmitting  report  of  the  officer  command- 
ing detachment  aont  In  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

Station  No.  8, 

.[('■■  '  Huff  HinlriHul.  Av*  t8$4* 

Ln  i  i  kn  \\r:   I    hep   leave   to  enclose    herewith    report   of  Captain 
Browning,  Company  C,  whom  I   sent  after  the  enemy  who  landed   in 

Mrlnto.sii.and  who  Bucceeded  La  capturing  some  3Sof  thecituBeiM  of  that 
couaty.     1  would  respectfully  suggest  mat  the  mail  facilities  for  that 

tion  of  the  county   he  curtailed,  and  that   no  one  hut    known  loyal 

citizens  be  permitted  to  receive  from  the  poet-office  newspaperSi     I 
think  it  important  also  that  all  persons  known  to  In-  disloyal  iuime 

diately  on    the   coast,    and  all    negTOes,  be    removed.      The   mean-   QJ 

communication  are  too  rapid  and  certain  with  the  hlockading  Beet 
I  am.  lieutenant,  very  respecfefuDy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Hood, 
L>  ■  no. 

I-i«  !ji   n.t tit  .1.  1  I 

Arfi/n/  Amk ■■■■■■'    i 

N   W    R— VOL   15 


r.in 


ATLJ 


ILO 


St  I 
Atlc  I  Gulf  R 

Adjutant:  1  have  the  bono]  to  report  thai  on   I 
orders  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Hood,  I  started  with  a  detacbm 
of  60  men  In  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  said  i«>  be  in  the  neighbor] 
Eheneser  Church. 

i     ached  the  church  on  the  morning  of  the  ktb.inst.al3  clock. 

1  there  learned  that  theeaemv  had  landed  at  Baisden's  Bluff,  oi 

r.  After  landing  tbev  divided  into  two 
bridge  on  said  riverand  toe  other  t<>  Eben«*zc*r  Church  and  secreting 
tbemselvee  underneath  near  tbe  church,  to  await  the  arrival  of  tie- 
party  who  bad  bean  sent  to  tbe  bridge  for  (In-  purpose  of  burning  it  as 
soon  se  tin1  citizens  had  crossed  over  who  were  to  attend  the  meeting 
:ii  Ebeneaer  Church,  ordered  by  Colonel  Gaulden.  After  allowing 
citiseus  to  cross,  thej  burned  tbe  bridge  and  then  marched  about  4 
miles  to  the  church.     When  within  a  few  hundred  rch 

i  signal  by  Bring  a  gun.    The  other  parity  rushed 
woods  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the  church,  thereby  entire!}  surrounding 
ii  and  capturing  88  citizens,  who  had  assembled  for  the  purpose  <>f 
meeting  Colonel  Qaulden.     After  putting  the  prisoners  ui  tard 

and  saving  the  horses,  thev  marched  to  Blue  a  Hall's  mill,  at* h 
tnil'-s  below  tli«.'  church,  where  tlnv  expected   to  meet   the  Inwits  that 

ware  to  take  them  off  that  evening. 

The  above  information  I  rained  from  Captain  I  .-lil-.  who  was  one  of 

tbe  captured  party,  but  wss  afterwards  turned  loose  on  Account  of  his 
old  age.    After  learning  this  I  made  all  jwxsi Mr  speed  totheal* 
aed  mill,  which  point  I  reached  about  i  p.  m.,  and  found  on  ny 

arrival  that  they  had  Itch  jrone  aooul  two  houre 

I  raptured  at  .the  mill  one  sailor,  who  claims  himself  ass  r,  but 

who,  I  think,  was  left  for  some  other  purpose.  They  had  forti6ed  them- 
selves at  the  mill  by  building  breastworks  of  some  hewn  timber  on  the 
hluir  of  the  river,  at  theend  hi  t  dam  about  400 yards  long,  which  is  the 
only  way  by  w  liieh  the  point  could  be  reached.  They  were  L07  strong; 
Imu  notwithsta tiding  their  advantage   in   numbers,  i   think  if   I   oould 

have  reached  there  in  time  I  could  have  i  party,  as 

they  had  no  possible  chance  for  escape. 

I',  .i.  Browning, 

<  kptain, Gomdg.  Go,  <  ■'/•  tl"?t.  Georgia  <  '"•■■■ 

Adjutant  Thomas  Barrow, 

Twenty-ivirtih  BaitdU  -try. 


Extract  from  the  Savannah  Republican,  August  6,  1864. 

A  V'txi.  to$h. 

w.  beared  a  shrewd  thing  on  the  part  of  the  laukees,  bj  whic 
of  Colonel  (jaulden's  Reserve  Militia  meetings,  in  M>  Inl 
was  summarilv  brought  to  an  unexpected  consummation      The  colonel 
himself  relates  the  storj   in  another  column,  though  there  are  other 
particulars  which  we  gather  Croo  gi  atlemi  n  residing  in  that  section. 


BOOTH     ViLASTh     BLOCKADING    BQOABBON, 
Tin-  parties  1:1 1  >1  ui  i-i  I  ut    Saselo    bridge    wiMV  Sum.  Thorpe.   William 

Thorpe,   Mr.    Nelson*   Mr.    lassier,  and    Mr.    Trezevant.      Daniel 
McDonald.  James  McDonald,  and   Richard  Cogd  Attached  the 

bridge  on  their  way  to  the  meeting,  but.  perceh  ing  tin-  "  blue  breed] 
bent ■  retreat    £be  bridge  was  burneoand  the  raiders  l<-ft  with  their 
prisoners,  whose  Dumber  would  have  beeo  largely  added  to  had  they 
remained  there  conoei 

Among  (he  parties  oaptored  at  the  ebureii  was  the  rraerable  Captain 
Ann:in<l  Lefils,  who  was  released  on  account  of  bis  age.  Mr.  Townsend 
and  Mr.  Pease  made  tl^r  escape  bi  jumping  out  of  the  windows  as  the 
Faakees  wereabool  surrounding  the  bouse.  The  horse  of  the  former 
fell  Ms  be  W8M  hastening. off,  and  Mr.  Townaend  broke  his  shoulder  by 
tin    fall,  bul  kept  on  mid  iikhI*'  <rood  his  escape. 

Colonel  Gaulden  siade  i  oarroe  escape,  and  owes  it  to  a  member  of 

the  Ki'M-rvi-s.  wlni  rode  haek  in  haste  and  met    him  some  2  miles  from 

tin-  church. 


Extract  from  the  Savannah  Republican.  Saturday.  Augnit  6.  1664. 

i  kMft. 

[Station]  No 

(I'll f  Rail I'hii!.   I.i*  I  "■•''   ;,   •' 

r,i»iT<»K  Kki'i  bug  an;  In  obedience  to  orders  previously  issued  by 
mo,  die  citizens  of  Mcintosh  County  assembled  at  Bbeneser  Church, 
the  present  county  site  and  court-house  of  the  county,  on  yesterday 
for  enrollment  and  organization.  Abonl  half  past  i<»  o'clock  tin- 
Yankees  suddenly  surrounded  then  with  a  force  of  from  50  t<>  100 
men,  saUoreaod  negroes.  The  people  broke  t"  ran,  when  they  e 
fired  on  by  the  enemy.  Some  were  captured;  s  munbermade  their 
escape.  About  [0  o'clock  they  ambuscaded  the  Sapelo  bridge,  i  miles 
this  side,  on  the  id,  captured  eei  era]  there  and  took  them  on  to 

the  church.  All  being  assembled,  a  few  minutes  before  12  o'clock 
a.  in.  the  captain  commanding  the  band  tookoul  mj  orders  of  the  26th 
ultimo  published  in  the  Savannah  Republican  ordering  the  meeting 
and  reao  ii  \>>  bis  men  an  1  the  prisoners,  and  remarked:  " "  Tin-  hourof 
12  is  now  sit  hand,  and  Colonel  Gaolden  has  nol  arrived.     I  wish  we 

had  him      would   rather  have  him  than  all  of   vou.      lit-  bas,  BO  doubt, 

got   information  of  os  and  has  absented  himself."    Whereupon  tk  . 

took  all  the  borseeand  buggies,  rode  in  them,  ami  made  our  men  walk. 

[illegible]  started  for  Darien.    They  earned  oft  i"»  citizens  of  Mcintosh 

County.       As    far    as    1   ean   learn,    none   of   our  men    wi  i   or 

wounded. 

It  seems  that  there  were  two  parties,  one  sent  up  to  hum  the  b 
prevent  pursuit,  whilst  thebamnoe  laid  in  ambush  around 
church,  from  before  daj  in  the  morning  until  the  assembling  of  the 
people.    The  captain  Btated  that  his  orders  wen  not  t« >  injure  private 
property,  bul  i<-  oaptaTe  the  party  assembled  there,  of  which  he  had 
notice  through  the  Savannah  papers. 

At  this  result  I    i.i  I   profoundly  humiliated.      The   following  state; 
ment  will  explain  itself, and  from  it  1  trust  our  people  will  profit 

After  Darien,  the  county  site,  was  burned,  the  last  legislature  author 

teed    the    inferior  eourt   of    tin     CO  enmity    sit.  . 

They  selected  Bbsneser  Church,  9  miles  this  side  of  Darien,  on  the 
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stagv  road,  with    i  good  gunboat    river  at  or  near  T  -(  B 

■  •ii\  Bluff,  i  01   6  miles  east,  b  good  landtag,  with  a  fins 
river  foi  pelo  River,  •  ".'•!    which   I  (go  was 

burned,  and  navigable  for  gunboats  t<»  the  bridge,  thus  selectin 
place  Bonked  on  three  sides  with  rivers  and  la 
gunboats. 

Winn   I   issued  my  order  f«>r  the  assembling  pie  I  was 

totally  ignorant  of  tin-  location  <>t"  1 1  *« *  churob,  but  supposed  it  to  I  • 
the  interior  of  the  oounty.     <  tee  of  the  justices,  being  present  when   I 
i  «1  tlu-  order,  requested  me  t"  assemble  the  people  there  as  it  v 
place.     1  knew  no  better  until  Monday  morning,  when  I  found  on 
enquiry  that   it  was  located  tnconvenientrj  near  the  enemy.     I   i' 
stated  to  in\  friends  thai  we  would  all  he  captured,  but  it  was 
toconutermaad  the  order.     On  night  before  last  (Tuesday  night 
JonesvUls,  1  met  one  of  the  i  who  inl  ie  particu 

H    location  as  above  described.     I  remarked  to  him  that  we  woulaall 
hi-  captured  on  the  morrow,  and  that  the  inferior  court  instead  <»f  I* 
tin-  guardians  of  the  public  should  have  guardians  themselves  oi 
put  in  the  lunatic  asylum. 

This  justice  west  down  with  me  on  yesterday,  and  when  within  - 
miles  of  the  place  we  were  informed  that  the  bridge  was  and 

tin-  chnrofa  Butrounded. 

Such  unparalleled  stupidity  as  the  location  of  this  court  bouse 
inn  e  never  met  with  before. 

Hud  I  been  ten  minutes  earlier  I  should  have  been  in  their  bands; 
\  -  the  captain  seems  to  be  a  reader  of  your  paper,  I  take  this  opp 
tunity  to  make  my  compliments  i<>  him  and  bo  saj  that  when  he  calls 
to  s<M>  me  again  I  shall  lie  at  home,  and  will  try  and  give  him  a  n 
respectful  reception. 

pect fully.  \ ours, 

Wm.  U.  (taulden. 
( blond,  A.  1>.  t'..' 

P.  S. — I  gather  the  above  rom  Captain  Lefils,  whom  i 

captured  and  released  on  account  of  his  great  age,  being  71. 


Letter  from    Major- General    Foster,  U.    v   Army,  to    Rear-Adnu 
l.hifilffren,  U.  a.  Wi  \rding  (trrangemenU  for  tfu  qf 

prisoners. 

HSADQflTaJBXBtt  DePARTM     I    OF  THE  Soirii. 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  August  I.  i 
Adviic.m.:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  the  Government  has 
:i  me  authority  to  exchange  tin  rebel  prisoners  of  war  within  this 
department  tor  those  of  our  officers  confined  in  Charleston. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  !■•  make  the  exchange  in  Charleston 
Harbor,  between  Fort  Moultrie  and  Battery  Putnam,  at  1<(  o'clocJ 
Wednesday  morning.     Will  you  please  inform  the  senior  officer  off 
I  lharleetoa  of  the  fact 

\  ii  v  respect  f  ii  IK .  .v  "in-  i'i  \  .mi. 

.1 .   (  i .    1m  IVIKK. 

1 A  - 
Hear  Admiral  J.  A.  Daiii.okkn, 

<  ■■.  g  S,,><</t  Atlantic  lihtchidiny  .v,. 


I 


Rear-Ad  Dahigren^  (/.  8,  Navy^  to  Major  <>■■■■ 

/v/.v/. ,  .  /  .    S,    Arm;/.  r<<j". 

.    i  -ll>  I  III  J'  li  Djft'r.  />. 

Fi.ac  -Stkamkk  1'iiu.AHKi.rniA. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ( ..  August  /.  186 
Gbkbbal:  With  deep  and  sincere  pleasure  I  learn  From  your  note 
that  our  exchange  bis  been  authorized,  which  will  restore  to  us  out 

gallant  offioBTJ  BO  cruelly  exposed  in  ( "hai  !rston. 

ituiil  give  me  pleasure  to  oonveythem  from Charleston  t«>  Port 
Royal  on  hoard  the  I'm.-,,,.,  if  perfectly  agreeable  to  yourself  end  to 

Osptain  Given.  tL  tficeroff  Charleston,  will  W*  m>  instructed 

and  to  furnish  any  of  the  light  Bteamera  and  boats  that  may  be  needed 
for  their  reception. 

i  tpiain  Green  will  be  directed  also  to  fire  B  salute  fross  the  /'nonee 
bs  bood  as  our  officers  are  landed  on  her  de< 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

J,  A.  DahLQ&HN, 
t hi  i ml.  ( 'omHg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8qwtan 

Mafor-General  J.  G.  1«Wjkk. 

ndc.  I >>i>t.  of  th,  s,>„ti,s  Headguartcra%  BUfon  Hmd,  S.  0, 


Order  from  Rear- A<1  ml  nil  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  A&KWj  to  (,,i 

/'.   8.    Xi/iy.  sen /or  officer  ojf  Churl  <>!',,,»  of 

•  rs. 

Flao  Steamer  Philadelphia. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  &  <'.,  Aug* 

Sik:  I  am  informed  by  General  Poster  thai  an  exchange  will  be  made 
i>\  which  the  BO  United  States  officers  who  have  been  imprisoned  in 
Charleston  are  to  be  released  in  Charleston  Harbor,  between  Fort 
Moultrie  ami  Hattrn  Putnam, at  10  o'clock  Wednesday  morning. 

I  offer*  oe  re  these  gentlemen  sad  earrj  men  to  Pbrl  Efieyal 

in  the  !'",<■,,,..  but  the  general  baa  other  means  of  conveyance. 

I  wish  you  t<>  bring  me  Pawn* <  in,  inside  the  bai .  and  to  fire  b  aalute 
of  thirteen  funs  as  toe  vessel  passes  which  contains  die  officers. 

You  will  also  show  flags  from  the  /'a mi".: 

This  is  not  :i  matter  of  ceremonial  with  me,  but  a  heartfelt  weloome 
of  these  gallant  men  to  their  Hag. 

I  enclose  you  a  ropy  of  General  Foster's  letter. 

If  the  ameers  visit  the  Anenso,  please  t<>  receive  them  yourself %  and 
invite  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  vessels  present  to  join  you. 

I  expeol  to  leave  here  this  evening  for  Charleston,  but  am  uncertain 
if  I  reach  there  in  Bsason. 

\'.  i v  respectfully,  your  obedient  lervant, 

J.    A.    ])\IU.okKN. 

Rear- A'l ui' fi! ,  Oomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Captain  .1.  K.  (Jukes, 

tor  Officer  oj'  Ch 
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SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


Leti  Foeter^  U.  S.     I 

I  hi/,),!,.  .,.      I  .      Si        v 

hanged  Inn.,,  ,-, 

BbaDQUABTEBS   DBPABTMBMT  0*    i  in:  8oi  I 
Hilton  Head,  ?.  C. 

A i >m i kai.:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tin-  \sA  and  thank  yon 
your  kind  offer  of  the  /'•  i  bring  them  to  Port  Royal.     I  ti 

ii  will  be  better,  however,  t<>  bring  tnem  down  on  thi  itan. 

which  has  ample  accommodations.  I  will  thank  you  for  your  kind 
intentions  For  a  salute  trow  the  /''■'•",■■  guns,  which  will  be  a  hand- 
some  oompUment  to  our  brave  officers.     I  will  order  the  (  ton, 

as  soon  as  she  gets  our  officers  on  board,  t<.  hoist  ln*r  flags  and  with 
band  playing  od  to  under  the  Btern  "f  the  /'  nrbHe  the 

salute  Is  being  fired,  After  returning  thanks  for  il  e  compllm*  at  to 
the  captain  01  the  l'">r,t<,,  thi  itan  will  Bteam  for  this  har- 

bor.   Fort  Welles  will  Bilnte  i>. 

.1.  (i.   FoSTKR. 

Hoar  'Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahlgben, 

Omdff,   Soutfi  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadt        ■  '  smt. 


Report  qf  5  miral  Dahlgreti,  U.  8.  Navy^  n 

rx/Kn'rJ  hi/  th,  /'.  s.  bark  Midntght. 

FzAG-SraAUEB  J'nn.Ar>Kui 
No,  8TL]  Port  Royal  Harbor,  Aug 

Sn::  The  Midnight  is  in  need  of  so  much  repairs  that  it  i-  recon* 
mended  to  send  her  north  therefoi 

I  have  on  thai  account  directed  the  commander  to  proceed  t<>  Phila- 
delphia, and  on  bis  arrival  t<>  report  i<>  flic  Department 
A  cop3  of  the  survey  held  on  her  Is  herewith  enclosed 

F  have  the  honor  to  be.  \<-iv  respectfully,  yourobedienl  Bervant, 

l       EN, 

Admiral)  Chmdg,  South  AUanti*  'coding  Sg 

Hon.  (Jidkon  Wki.i.ks. 
St  ■  ."•  '■''-<!  of  th\   Navy. 


' 

J 

Kl.AO   SlK.AMKH   1'HII.ADKI.I'HIA, 

Bart  Royal  Harbor,  S.  <:.  Aug 

Sia:  Von  will  proceed  to  Wassaw  Sound  in  tow  of  tli<-  Sonoma  end 
rel 

lio 
01 
alt 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Daktgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  tenant- Gom? 

naer  Ftllebrown,  I .   x'.  Navy,  oorrnnanding  U.  S.  8.  J' 
proceed  to  Hod  y  in  Wdeeav)  Sound. 


relieve  the  monitor  /  which  bj  to  return  to  this  place. 

You  will  obtain  from  Captain  Madigan  bis  pilot  and  ail  die  informa- 
tion in  hi    i       i   -ion  thai  will  assist  you  in  maintaining  the  blockade 
oi  the  place  and  preventing  the  egress  of  the  rebel  ram.     In  case 
attempt  of  the  kind  Is  made,  you.  of  course,  need  no  order  from  m 
bring  the  ram  to  action  and  capture  be 


><>ITH    ATLANTIC    111.4  K'K  A  DINO    3QDADR0W. 


(JIT) 


II"     ',..//   ie    Under  your  directions,   in   order   to    rende 3 

aid  w  liich  von  nuiy  rec  t  ml  I  hope  tO  be  able  to  Bend   yon    ,1    little 

steamer  i"  watch  the  Tybeeside  of  the  sound. 

My  printed  orders  for  the  protection  <>f  the  monitors  by  torpedo 
fenders,  Btc,  are  t<>  be  rigidly  adhered  in. 

In  fiut.  nt)  means  are  to  be  neglected  thai  will  insure  yon  against  a 
vigilant  em  nay. 

v. '\-\  respectfully,  yonf  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daitj  aunt, 
J,'"  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguaa\ 

Lfieotenant-Conunander  '1'.  Scoot  Ftxlebbown, 

1  •nuiifiiiilhuj  I .  S.  Ironclad  /'/»■.'/■ 


Il>  port  <>f  A'iiiuj   M.ixf.r  /',„„,//,   /'.    .V.    .Xnrtj.  <;,,,,  ,ihi  ;<>/!  ,<>i  I  .  S,  hirk 

Ethan  A''/'/-,  "f  the  arrival  "<>  hoard  that  wand  >>i'  ■'. 

ff  *        •  •  *  * 

n  i"n  qmct  PS. 

l'.  S.  Bakk  Km  \n   Ai.li.n. 

Qf  Otter  Talond,  St.  Bdena  Si, „„<!,  August  :,  1864. 

Sir:  1  have  tin-  honor  to  report  the  antra]  on  board  of  this  i  easel, 
yeeterdaj  noon,  of  three  United  Stales  officers  in  a  -mull  oauoe, 

Thej  report  thai  thej  e  eaped  from  a  train  of  ears,  on  the  night  ok 
the  38tfa  Ultimo,  while  on  the  Wnj  from  the  prison  at  Macon,  Ha.,  to 
!  ■  - 1 -  in.  S,  < ". 

They  gave  their  names  as  foflowB:  First  Lieutenants  1*.  \V.  Houlihan 
ami  Walter  Clifford,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  l\  s.  infantry,  and  First 
Lieutenant  James  Butler,  Second  Regiment*  U.  8.  Infantry. 

Tiny  inform  me  there  were  800  united  States  officers  in  the  brain. 
Among  tin m  was  Lieutenant-Commander  Pendergi  asl  and  about  thirty 
other  naval  officers;  also  they  inform  me  there  was  to  be  an  attempt 
to  capture  the  train  the  Bight  they  eeeaped.  <  >n  learning  of  ii  I  imms 
diately  sent  the  launch  up  Horn  Greek,  and  went  myself  in  the  schooner 
Willi  Cut  up  ill.-  Aahepoo  River,  17  miles  to  the  mainland,  to  rescue 
any  of  them  that  might  have  escaped,  but  saw  no  our. 

I  shall  send  tl  atlemen  to  Beaufort  to-day  in  the  WUd€ht,ua 

tin-  wind  i^  blowing  bo  strong  from  the  southwest  it  would  in-  impos- 
sible for  a  boat  to  get  bo  Port  Royal  to-day* 

They  will  report  to  VOQ  on  their  arrival  at  Hilton  Head. 

\i-ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

1.  A.  I'knm 
■nj  Must,,'.  ('(wnmuuMnQ  U,  8.  Bark  Ethan  Attm. 

Rear- Admiral  .J.  A.  Dahlqssn,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Gtmunanding  South  Atlantu  Blockading  Squadron, 


Con  ■'!,  ofth*   British  t&oop  Rae&r  bytht 

r.  s.  BoAoona  //■/'■ .  qffButti  Bay,  August  /.  186±. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  5.  Navy,  forwarding  papers  capmrod. 

.'•-'.]  Y\.\w -Stkamkk  Philadelphia. 

August .',.  1864. 
Sik:  1  enclose  herewith  certain  papers  taken  from  a  vessel  lately 
captured  off  Bull't  Bay  (schooner  Racer). 


616  -"i  ii.   \ n. an i ra  blocks  i 

rii.Tc  i-  nothing  on  the  Face  of  her  papers  which  would  subj< 
to  condemnation,  yet  being  within  our  blockading  limits  rives  rit 
just  suspicion  thai  tharsal  voyage  is  ton  rebel  port,  without  cai 
in  order  to  doom  ont afterwards  Freighted  with  rebel  property. 

I  have  therefore  put  apri  w  on  board  of  her  i  bed  has 

to  be  sent  to  the  pon  to  wnieh  she  was  bound,  in  order  that  the  1  tej  > 
iiK-ii t  ma  nch  meaenres  as  it  maj  deem  tit  t"  defeat  this  method 

of  violating  the  blockade  with  contraband  cargo  outward  bound. 
1  have  the  honor  to  •»•.  very  respectfully,  y  out  obt  dient 

J,  A.  Dahloju 

Ji.itr  Aiiminil.    Q  ■<   AtlotltU    BlockadtfU 

Hon.  (iiDKDN   Wki.i.ks, 

Secretary  qftht  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  MuUr  Heath.  D    8.  Wary,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Hope. 

V.  s.  >«  Bjoomn  Bora, 
0$  BtdPs  B        i 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report; 

At   U: 80  sighted  a  vessel  bearing  south;  supposed   her  to  be  the 
schooner  Blum.  ii; :  16  p.  m.  made  her  out  to  bo  a  sloop.    Took  her  to 
be  n  launch  belonging  to  the  Georgetown  squadron  on  account  of  her 
bi'inj.    ii  111  n r  in.     \'2  :'.'-<>  p.  in..  tli»>  Bloop  then  bearing  from  ns  8.  B»s 
haoled  ><•.  by  the  wind  offshore,  stoeringabout  E.  byb.    I  immediately 
made  sail,  slimed  chain,  and  gave  ohaee.   2 :  L5  p.  m.  fired  s  shot  from 
our  20 -pounder  Parrot!  rule,  but  tin-  sloop  seemed  to  take  no  notiei 
of  it,  but  kept  on  her  Bourse.     9:25  p.  m.  Bred  another  shot  from  tin* 
30-pounder  Par  rot  t.  rifle  gun.  which  bad  the  desired  effect  t<>  b 
bar  to.  Cape  Bomain  light-house  then  bearing  X.  N.  W.,  9  fathi 
water.    -  ■'■->■>  p.  m.  sant  b  boat  to  the  Bloop.  which  proved  to  be  the 
sloop  So  ■■•.".  of  Nassau,  Neu  Providence.    On  examination  I  find  hex 

Knpers  made  out  in  due  form  ami  cleared  from  Nassau  for  Beaufort. 
.  <'..  via  Port  Boy aL  A-  the  captain  od  the  Bloop  did  not  call  at 
Port  Koyal,  and  not  finding  bis  papers  endorsed  by  any  officer  be- 
tween Hull's  Bay  and  that  point,  and  the  way  he  Beemed  to  try  end 
get  away  from  me,  made  it  look  suspicious.  I  have,  on  that  ground, 
detained  him,  und  all  papers  and  letters  which  I  can  find  I  forward  to 
you  for  Inspection. 

The  Bloop  i-^  in  ballast  and  I  have  overhauled  her,  and  find  nothing 
i  ontraband  of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1).    P.    IIl.V.H. 

.[<-l>i. 'i  Monlfr.   Commanding  He 
Rear  Admiral  .1.  A.  DaHLQBJJSL, 

Oommanding  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Letter  from  the  Seorotary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgron.  V.  8.  Navy,  transmit- 
ting letter  from  the  Secretary  of  8tate. 

N  A\  i     iMl'AHTMENT,    X, 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State  and  its  enclosure  in  relation  to  the  British  sloop  Iia,,r,  ruptured 
by  the  V.  S.  schooner  // 


BOUTFI    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    BQUADRON. 


lie.  pleased  to  make  a  full  rejmrt  t«>  the  Department  of  all  the  facte 
relating  l"  1  be  ca 
I  am.  respectfully,  pour  obedient  servant 

Gideon  Welles, 

8cort  tory  qftht  fflttn/. 

Rear  Admiral  John  A.  DaHLGBEN, 

South  Atlantic  Etockdg.  on,  Port  Royaly  S,  <  . 

[BodiMHi 

__  Dki     i  I  IT», 

Washington,  8opUmber  .',  />'6"4. 
Siu:  I  have  1 1 m •  i-m-Iosi-  :  copji  of  a  note  of  the  olst  ultimo 

from  J.  1 1  mm-  Burnley,  relative  to  me  case  >»f  the  British  sloop 
/.'-.  .  od  Hi  .--Hi.  \  •■■.■.  rim  Idenoe,  captared  on  the  1st  ultimo  bj  me 
!  looser  //"/'■ . 

1  will  thunk  yon  to  uause  an  investigation  of  tin-  ease,  with  a  view 
to  aocfa  proceedings  as  the  resuM  may  eeU  for. 
I  have  me  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Sewabd, 
Acting  S  ■•-<■■-  tary. 
lion,  (tidkon  Wkllks. 

*••''•  tary  of  ■'•■    V& 

Washington,  Aagvai  ■>'/,  1864- 
Sib:  I  beve  received  a  tetter  Frame  Mr.  Charles  A.  Etna&ell,  who 

states  that  ho  is  captain  of  the  British  sloop  Racer,  of  \a-.-au.  New 
Providence;  that  be  wa-- '-aptuivd  <>if  \\u\\\  I'mv  i>\  tin-  r.  8.  schooner 

//.y<.     on   1 1 M-    Let  instant;  mat  1 1 i  —  vessel   had  no  ■  •aryo.  an<l   that    his- 

register  and  clearance  papers  were  all  legal  and  correct  Aftet  i 
it. -lay  of  a  trees  off  Charleston,  under  protest]  he  was  aerri  to  Bean 
fort,  N.  C.,  where  he  now  is,  in  tow  ofaronboat.  The  sloop's  papers, 
be  informs  ate,  are  detained  bj  idmlral  Dahlgren  at  Port  Royal,  the 
sloop  itself  hauled  ashore,  b!  ripped,  and  nearly  w  recked,  w  bilst  himself 
and  crew  were  held  prisoners  without  any  trial  or  investigation. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  cause  the  navy  Department  to  make  an 
investigation  «>f  this  case,  in  order  thai  it  any  wrong  has  been  inflicted 
redress  mai  be  offered. 

I  have  me  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  oonaidaratfon,  sir,  your 
moat  obedient,  hnmbls  servant, 

.1.  Hume  Hi  bnlbt. 

Hon,  \n  ii-ii  \ vi  M.  Si  i  aBJ ■.  ata 


Report  of  Captain  Green,  U  8.  Navy,  responding  to  interrogatoriei  regarding;  the  capture. 

i     3.  Ship  Jobs  Adamb, 
Off  Morn*  Tdand,  8 
&n\  I  have  received  your  lettei  of  me  BOth  instant  and  accompa- 
nying papen   n  the   British  sloop   Racer,  captured  by  me 
flop*  on  the  2d   ultimo,  and  submit  the   following   replies   to  your 
interrogatories; 


CIS 


Ml     ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING  tON. 


Interrogatory   1st.    Wjis   then'   itnv    protest    Blade   by  the  captain    ol 
t  Ik-   B 

uiin  *>f  tin-  Racer  made  no  protect  nut' 

w  h:rh    il;»v    in  ;i   letter  <•  :  Oil  Or    HIV-- 

t..  yon  under  dal  ne  in  tern 

ibly  written  immediately  after  be  learned  'lit-  fact  that  he  wit  to  be  toi 
to  BoanforU 

Interrogatory  3d.   Was   th»-    Slsser   battled   ashore,   strip) 
Dearly  wrecked  I 

An  at  this  anehonee.    Bbe  web  aacurerr  moored  and.  eared  far, 

and  ted  io  u  good  condition  as  urban  aoe  arrived  here. 

Interrogatory  8d.   Were  the  crew  and  captain  held  prisoners! 

anewer.  In  ooneaouenoi  of  the  limited  accommodate  .tain 

and  emu  were  placed  on  board  of  the  Supply  for  eafe-keepinf ,  and   h  .•  en 

Ei  u  on  board  of  thi  sloop  to  take  care  ol  her.    l  am  not  aware  that  i-.i  ■ 
aposed  on  the  er  ing  them  i<>  tin.-  8upply 

.  ml  of  the  w  hen  the  i 

I  have  bo  comments  bo  make  on  your  letter  to  the  Seorel  the 

Navy  besides  what  Is  contained  In  ill"  alxw  unswers  to  your  ini 
i  lories. 
I  think  it  proper  to  state,  however,  thai  1  wan  informed,  by  whom  I 
do  not  rocotieot,  that  small  pieces  » > f  cotton  were  found  in  1 1  j * ■ 
hold  attached  to  the  ceiling,  indicating  thai  she  had  been  employed  in 
carry  ing  cotton,  and  also  that  the  captain  evinced  in  conversation  ;i 
thorough  knowii  ihc  harbors  and  waters  of  this  coast    The 

Racer  ih  a  sloop. 
1  return  herewith  the  papers  accompanying  your  letl 
fully,  5  oux  obedient  Bei  rant, 

.1  rv. 

Captain  <'»>< 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dablobbn, 

unanding  South  Atlantic  Blcekad&ng  8gwsdron, 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  II.  S.  NftTy. 

No.  i  Flag-Steamer  Phtt.apkt.phia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.t  V 

Sin:  I  beg  leave  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  l> 
ment  that  the  sloop  Racer  was  taken  pc    <■  ■   onof  by  the  U.  S.  schoone] 
//'//»-,  oif  Boll's  Bay,  B.  «   .  within  the  Limits  of  the  blockade  ofl  I 
.station.  She  had  British  papers  and  a  clearance  from  Nassau  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  C,  but  had  no  cargo. 

I  did  not  learn  of  the  capture  until  the  -J-th  A.ugust,  when  I  | 
orders  to  send  her  to  Reaufort,  her  alleged  port. 

li  tin  \.  --« |  had  been  on  tin-  proper  course  to  her  port  she  would 
not  have  been  molested:  bnl  having  been  found  entirely  oil"  that  course, 
and  within  i be  limits  ox  the  blockade,  ju-i  abi >u1  the  \  ceinil  \  w  bich  the 
blockade  runners  si  rike  :!•>  a  sure  point  w  hereby  to  regulate  theic  course 
for  entrance  into  Charleston,  and  where  a  vessel  is  stationed  to  assist 
in  defeating  thi*  pur|  i«    properly  became  an  object  of  suj  picion, 

she  had  no  cargo,  which  is  bovi  ■  1 1  i  j  common  occurreuce  with 
\  osela  entering. 


BOOTH   ATLANTi.'   RL0C&A1H  Ql   L0BOB. 

I'mli-r  tin-  circumstances,  the  Ica-t   I  OOltld  do  was  to  mt  that  sin-  iliil 

actually  go  to  the  port  where  tin-  master,  alleged  Elbe  was  bound. 
Accordingly,  J  directed  bar  to  be  towed  i<>  Beaufort,  .V  ('..  and  have 

Dodotlbi  thai,  though  B     I    I:i;    of  soinc  days  ensued    before  a  steamer 

oould  be  spared,  she  reached  ber  destination  quite  at  Boon  aa  she  could 
ilea  there,  sad  can  not  therefore  plead  detention. 

The  directions  were  to  turn  her  over  to  thai  olieotor  there,  who  would 
determine  on  the  propriety  of  further  measures. 

The  papers  of  toe  vessel  were  sent  to  the  Department,  in  order  thai 
it  might  Be  apprised  of  what  I  considered  a  new  device  for  evading' the 
blockade,  with  a  request  that  the  papers  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
collector  at  Beaufort* 

My  part  terminated  with  the  deliver]  of  the  Raetr  at  haraHeged 
port,  and  the  Department  will  perceive  tJiat  tin-  ma-ster  had  no  v<  i 
i"  complain  of  detention  op  t«>  that  period. 

for  Ill-treatment  and  damages  J  give  tin-  following  statement  of 
Captain  Orreen  in  reply*  to  my  mterrugatori 

Tin-  master  o!  the  Racer,  bo  far  from  complaining,  Bhoold  be  thank- 
ful that  hie  vessel  was  not  sent  In  for  adjudication,  having  not  only 
been  • » ir  bis  coursi .  but  \\ ithin  the  limits  of  the  blockade,  and  at  a  point 
known  to  be  nsed  by  blockade  runners,  la  order  to  regulate  their  com  m 
into  Charleston. 

i  pi  mi.  the  authority  supplied  to  our  ships3  librarieB  by  the  Navy 
Department,  says  (p.  283): 

Tin-  breach  of  a  blockade  me}  be  tttaaf  by  going  Into  or  coming  out  of  the  bli 
l  plies,  ■  ith  a  canco  ladi  m  afti  i  ii.  the  blockade;  batia  order 

to  emistinile  Mlrli  Jl  piifi;?  illtii  t  lie  I  il.  irkm  let  I  |n  >l  t.  ;is  \\  i  II   slllljivt  ft  iii'IUmI  (i  .  t  In-  |  n'li  - 

aides  of  ci  <a,  it  is  not  BBoassary  that  the  be  completed,     i 

1.1  i-  placed  in  the  vicinity,  bo  a  aitnation  bo  near  thai  it  may  eotei  "itii  hnpenity 
when  U  pi sear:  and  especially  if  the  v..-  I  i .-•  f  l .it-  v<l  ««ia.H u< \h-  urna-i-tli. 
of  shore  batterieB,  ii  is  considered  a  breach  <>i  the  blockade,    in  noh  oaaea  ii  ■ 
n  -..: ■':•■  !  ui  preeumpdoo  tU  /una thai  tin-  veaael  in  .-  with  an  intention  t.i 

i  i.iar,    the  blockade,  and  notwithstanding  thai  such  a  p  perate 

severely  in  individaal  fa 
.  ity  oi  bfa  the  ndaa  of  bvm  I  aannUal  bo  the  sflectoal 

exe  r." 

The  Department  will  judge  whether   >  transfer  from  i  mist 
sloop  like  the  RaoorU*  large  vessels  like  the  Supply  koA  Sanford  jus 

l  ih.-  the  OSe  of  terms  oonvcyinjr  the  iih  ii  <>\   \*-v  ■>! ml  confinement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A     I  >ami,oi:k\. 

Rear- .\<f mil-ill,  Ootndg.  South  Athnifii-  Blockading  SguoSron* 

Bon.  » riDKON  Wkm.ks. 

try  <•/  tht  STavy, 


letter  fn>m  fir, i,  DoJdgrm,  U.  8,  Navy,  to   Major 

/•:'v'.,.  /'.  S.  A.  tarding  q  mm  of  guru  and  ammunition  to 

ths  Army. 

Fl.AO-SlKAMKIi   PhII.AOKI.I'HIA. 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ft,  Aug  •/;. 

<iiNKKAi.:  I  oan  lend  you  three  L50-pounder  guns,  but  have  no  more 
than  a  supply  for  the  squadron  of  LOO  and  150  pounder  shells,  and  in 
80-pouadei  i  am  verj  aaucient, 

•See  preceding  report  of  Captain  Qreeo 
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I  lmvr  DO  in<ut:tr  pi.w-l.'r  :<ik1  only  600  barrels  OULQOO  DO 9 

I  will  tend  you  three  L60  pounder  guns  and  800  barrels  oanooi 
■  I  i.  and  .  1  i  1 1  t_f  1  %-  thnt  I  can  not  meet  your  requirements  foT 

LOO  and  150  pounder  shells,  unless  it  should  Im>  for  b  wry  short  tii 
I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  I».\iii 
Rear    i  \th  Atlantic  B  dron. 

Major ■< leneral  J.  * ■•  I-'- area, 

mdg.  Dapt.qftht  8o\Uh\  Headquarter*,  Hilton  Head. 


\ptain  Q  S,    Navy,  senior  officer  off  < 

Com  /:.>/./,.  t .  $.  Navy,  oommandmg  U.  8.   8,    ft 

regarding  veteeleon  the  Mocka 

U.  S.  Ship  Jobs  Adams. 

Off  Morris  (eland,  Augvet  5y  1& 

Sin:  You  will  be  pleased  bereafter  to  keep  but  two  v<  th*» 

outside  blockade  unaerwaj  during  the  day,  one  to  be  stationed  i«>  the 

northward  and  the  other  to  the  Bouthwardof  the  light-ship,  near  which 

ressel  the  senior  office!  outside  should  anchor,  and  staoon  the  othei 

els  composing  the  blockade  at  anchor  at  Intermediate  position 
as  to  communicate  easily  bv  them  with  the  cruising  ve 

At  night  all  of  the  is  heretofore,  should  be  underway  w\ 

the  weather  will  admit  of  it. 

Very  rosport fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Grf.ks. 
Oaptam  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston, 

Commander  G.  H.  Balos, 

Oomdg.  1 .  6T.  8.  J '■>■■<■;..  .  fl  nior  Officer,  Offehon  Blockade. 


RtjKtrf  tif  I  'niirul   Dahlgren^    U.    S.     Vow.  th\ 

furwal  and  departurt  afth*  U.  s.  s.  fa.-: 

Mo.  888,]  Ki..\i;-Sti  amki:  PHILADELPHIA, 

/'-./•/  Royal  //»■ 

Sik:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  l".  8.  B.  AV 
Lieuti'imiit-Coiiiiuuii'lri-  Ho  teoM     Buake,  arrived  on  this  station  on  the 

5th  in-taut,  huv  inj_r  put  in  for  coal,  ami  I. -ft  for  Norfolk  this  a.  in.  at 

5  i. "el. i    I 

I  have  the  honor  to  i*\  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bern 

.1.  A.  I»aiii.(,i:kn. 
Re,i      i.,'.       IfCbmda.  South A&an&icJBlocka 

Hon.   tilDEON   Wki.i 

■>,/,, ftl>'  Niwy. 


Rojport  of  Rear  Admiral  VaMgren,  f .   s'.  Navy,  regarding  th 

of  the  U,  S.  ''"'■-■  Arethuea  and  A  hue. 

No.  864k]  Pi  MSB  l'illl..u»:i.nil\. 

Port  /.' 
Sir:  I  \n:g  leave  i"  inform  tin-  Department  that  the  I'.  S.  steam  I 
■hum i.  Acting   Ensign  Cook  commanding,  and  J  lot- 
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tog  Muster  K.  O.  Adams  commanding,  Arrived  on  this  station  on  this 
August  •'.  L864,  ami  have  bees  detailed  for  duly. 

I  have  the  honor  bo  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlobjbh, 
B '  ir-Ailmh  i  AtlantM  Blockading  Squad 

Bon.  trii'KuN  \Y ki.i.i  b, 

gretary  qfth    Wavy. 


/.>■/'  .)/"/.>/■■(>'./>  -'-I-.    I'.    8.    Armif.    to    Ii,-ir-A'lh</nil 

Dahlgren^  \  .  s'.  Noun,  ftrh^  tf/«*<  •'  hwhmt  fa   kr.pl  for  ■  •■ 

I  hi  .  '■  >■<. 

llEAIMjl-AKTKi:-    l»K)'Ai;TMKNT    Of     I  UK    BOOTH, 

Hilton  Hood,  8.  < ..  August  fr,  I 
Admikai.:  From  information  received  thismoraing  I'mm  two  of  our 
officers,  escaped  prisoners  of  war.  I  learn  thai  fcbereareaboul  sixty 
more  of  these  officers  who  have  effected  their  escape,  and  will  pn 
ably  he  looking  for  u  opportunity  bo  get  into  our  lines.     1  would 
respectfully  request  thai  yon  send  b  boat  op  Broad  Rivet  i 

possible,   to  remain   there  :md  hare  a  sharp  lookout  for  four  Of  five 
days;  also  that  boats  be  Bent  t>  Morgan  and  Coo^ovand  Kdisto  ri- 
for  the  same  purpose.     I  have  instructed  Brigadier-Genera]  Potter, 
commanding  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort  districts,  to  send  out  scouting 
parties  as  frequently  us  possible  t<  my  of  these  officers  tiny  b 

meet  or  find  any  trace  of.  I  would  also  request  that  Borne  of  your 
boats  he.  ordered  for  ■  few  days  to  cooperate  with  our  scouting  par- 
ties in  the  vicinity  of  Mackay*.-  Creek  and  May  River.  They  -hould 
be  ordered  np  these  creeks  end  rivers  as  far  as  poseiblB,  ss  our  officers 
know  we  ate  Informed  of  their  escape  and  will  be  expecting  some 

lance. 
1    have   the   honor    to  OS,  admiral,  very  respectfully,    your  obedient 

servant, 

.1.  G.  FOSTEB, 

Majot  >ti/<<it»<l>ng. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilorkn, 

Comdg,  South  Afluntir  Blockading  Sguadforu 


Ordt  rofFlag-GtfioeF  DaMgn  n.  1 .  8.  Afcov.  to  I  btrunandt  r  WiUiom 
l\  8.  Si  ■■!  I .    "<.  8.   rtags  to  (•■  tttfng 

'ton  far  th.  .  ped  Union,  jtruoiuri. 

Fl.AO-SlKAMKH   PHILA1»KI.1'IIIA. 

fhri  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <'..  August  7.  isr,'h 
Sin:  I  am  informed  by  General  Poster  that  about  sixty  I 
officers  have  effected  their  escape  from  the  rebels  and  are  not  "far  from 
the  contiguous  rivers,  seeking  opportunities  far  oscap 

Yon    will   therefore  proceed  without  delay  in   the  Dai  China  up 
Broad  River,  and  observe  carefully  if  any  such  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, using  every  means  to  make  known  your  presence  and  to  aid  their 
•  ipe, 
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Sou  will  take  with  you  some  boats  from  the  Flag  to  - 
1 1  to  May  RJ 

Aftei  I  Bcontuiff  of  Bro  u  *ill  turn  down  and  pass 

through  Scull  I  reektoCalibogue,  and  communicate  w  itli  th 
directing  bei  commander  to  scout  May  River  with  boats  bo  Car  m 
be  done  properly. 

Then  retain  through  Skull  (York  and  again  isoead  the  Broad  River, 

reporting  results  to  me  to-rnorrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahli 
Rear-*  I  <lth'-r<i>,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Slock 

('omnmndor  .1    (.".  Williau 


Report  qf  Bear-Admiral  /'■"'./,;,..,,.  ■' 

.'.  5i  ( ., '//'////'  r.  S,  BhUp Far 


■ 


No.  :188.] 


Fi  USB  PHILADELPHIA, 

Sik;  'I'lif  Vermont  lefl  bate  early  on  the  2d  instant. 
I  Bent  the  Adam  to  assist  her,  tearing  from  the  long  be  had 

been  nt  nnchor  hen-  that  \\w  liottom  might  bo  foul. 
The  Adger  returned  bare  to  day,  and  rep  rts  leaving  the 

latitude  of  «li"  eapee  of  the  <  aesapeaxe. 
i  presunK  the  Varment  baa  arrived  and  reporteo  by  this  tu 
I  have  tin*  honor  to  be,  very  respectfulrj  .  your  obedienl  sen 

J.  \.  Dahi qren, 
Rem  ■  A'i  in''.  ■'./.  SoutA  Atlantic  Blockading  b\ 

Hon.  GlI»KON  WKI.LE8, 

8&  '''''■  Nam/, 


Order  qf  JRaoT' Admiral  Dafdgren\U.  S.  Navy^  to  commanding  •.»//■■ 
to  drill  ■■■  iq>*TiitioM  on  land. 

Flagship  Pirn  \!'j  i.iiii  v. 
Bart  Royal,  S.  <:. 

Jioni  aiiiilrr<i  mill  iuj'nu •'.  •    Btpckoding  SguaA 

It  has  frequently  happened  thaJ  the  peculiar  a  d  fin  duties  in 

this  command  hss  required  the  service  of  bodies  of  men  t->  be  landed 
from  resselfi  to  art  for  S  .short  time  us  infantry,  assisted  by  lighl 
fieldpieoas. 

In  order  to  meet  similar  exigencies  commanders  of  vessels  will  lake 
pains  to  sek't-t  fn  in  their  crews  such  men  as  may  seem  to  have  a  turn 
for  this  kind  of  duty  and  bare  them  drilled  with  small  arms  until  thej 
e  attained  the  Deeeaaary  i  oej  - 

In  bo  doing  it  ib  to  be  borne- in  mind  thai  the  drill  and  the  maneuvei 
ings  are  to  Ihi  few  and  exceedingly  simple. 

i    i     i  ii    li nil  I  be  thoroughly  skilled  in  the  loading  and 
wentHMi.  and  tiring  at  a  mark  i<  to  be  SnoOUTS 
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Tin- light  infantry  drill  will  be  beet  adapted  to  thif  service, and  to 
babitB  of  th<-  seamen. 

preferable  tm,  when  it  can  be  bad,  will  i>.  the  Den  nai  \  rifled 
musket,  known  a>  the  Plymouth  musket,  because  the  first  of  toe  kind 
were  made  for  the  I  .  s.  ship  Plymouth  when  under  my  command, 
the  pattern  of  which  was  got  up  by  myself  a>  most  suitable  foj 
pe. 
It  is  a  short  musket,  about   M   inches  in  the  barrel,  bore  o .09 

and  rifled. 

It-  special  bayonet  te  s  short,  broad,  and  stout  knife,  of  the  well- 
known  Bowie  pattern,  the.  principal  use  of  which  I  designed  to  lie  in 
the  hand  in  close  conflict,  such  as  boarding',  In  campaigning  it  would 
also  serve  many  wants:  but  it  may  In-  lived  and  used  as  a  bayonet. 

There  i-  also  a  sword  bayonet  similar  to  thai  of  tin  French,  making 
the  ictal  length  of  weapon,  from  butt  to  point,  about  equal  to  that  <>t' 
the  army  musket  with  the  ordinari  bayonet. 

The  musket  tfl  perfectly  balanced  for  aim  when  the  bayonet  i-  DOt 
fixed;  and  its  large  bore  gives  great  '  llri  I  to  buckshot,  which,  al  sh 

distances,  in  always  i<>  be  preferred. 

A-  a  general  rule  we  have  too  much  negleoted  the  use  of  this  formi- 
dable ammunition  for  small  arms. 

The  men  should  be  landed  occasionally  for  practice,  •  specially  at 
skirmish* 

The  artillery  is  to  consist  of  the  boat  howitzer,  light  and  heavy 
12 -pounder,  ruled  and  smooth. 

tears  to  be  orgai       I  In  section-  of  two.  with  three  sections  to 

a  batten  .  consisting  of  Bow  smooth  and  two  rifled  Impounders. 

This,  however,  is  designed  rather  as  a  matter  of  administrative  organ- 
ization to  regulate  the  proportions  oi  rifled  guns  and  for  supplies  of 
ammunition,  spare  parts,  etc. 

1  desire  particularly  to  disabu>c  the  naval  mind  of  tin-  idea  which 
prevails  as  to  the  proper  BSC  "f  boat  light  artillery. 

In  designing    these    pieces.    I    never   intended   thut    the]    should    be 

assembled  in  masses;  mat  tin'  contrary,  as  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  simplify  the  piece  fcseli  so  that  but  little  practice  Is  required  to 

understand   its  manual   &ad   to  OSC  if.  so  it  WBS  intended  to  avoid   I 

i 'ompiication  <«f  them  produced  b  nation  in  masses,  as  practiced 

in  the  land  service. 

The  boat  howitzer  and  it-  field  carriage  lean  tight  that  it  can  be 
drawn  by  its  ore*  when  no  other  artillery  can  be  taken,  over  bro 
ground,  among  woods,  np  steep  ascents,  seeking  cover  where  s  tree  or 
a  bush,  ditch,  fence,  or  dwelling  offers  it.    The  ammunition  is  carried 

in  pouches,  BO  that  nO  Obstacle  exists  on  this  scoount 

And  thus,  From  unexpected  positions,  difficult  of  access  and  scat- 
tered in  many  directions,  the  navy  howitzers,  while  dispersed,  and 
therefore  lass  exposed  I"  the  enemy's  guns,  may  concentrate  or  divide 
their  own  fire  BJ  llia\    be  best. 

[n other  words,  the  piece  Is  designed  to  bear  the  relation  toother 

artillery  as  tin-  light  infant r\  does  to  infantry  of  the  line. 

The  crew .  oarrj  '"-  I|n  bhus  but  the  Bowie  Knife,  are  to  be  supported 
by  skirmishers,  and  when  unable  to  retain  possession  of  the  piece,  dis- 
able it  by  carrying  away  the  fighting  bolt,  without  which  the  gun  can 
not  be  fired,  and  which  is  so  nice  of  adjustment  that  it  can  only  be 
supplied  from  the  machine  shop,  and  there  is  do  substitute  tor  it. 
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-,il,  the  rutin-  practice  baa  been  to  reverse  the  purpose 

t«'nii>hitecl. 

Th<  published  Dsstruotione  (or  the  Naval  Academy,  and  the  in. 
so  Ear  as  it  has  come  under  my  observation,  hare  been 
maneuver  in  masanflj  as  customary  in  the  land  service  with  light  and 
bfiftv]  artillery. 

I  never  have  bad  the  ra  lefore  this  to  give  tin-  branch  of  th< 

Bervice  itsproper  form.     No*  1  am  enabled  to  make  the  effort  In 
receipt  of  a  number  of  bowitxersand  Plymouth  niuskets,  with  Efowit 
knives,  etc. 

But  the  personnel  is  wanted,  and  as  •  preparatory  Btep  I  desire  t  hut 
commanders  will  select  their  d  en  and  drill  mem  t<>  their  muskets,  and 
t.)  the  boa  ttzers  if  I  them. 

When  this  BBS  been  done  and  reported  to  me,  the  organisation  ol 
the  squadron  battalion  for  boat  service  will  proceed. 

John  A.  Dahixihi 

li<"f    A'lui'r.i!,    I  ',.,.  Uh    .iff"' 


Report  of  Oaptain  Oreetu,  (  .  s.  X«.  dingtfu  '//.«/.  ,,f '& 

hO  '  Fori  M'»'/!  ■ 

U  S.  Ship  Jobs  Adams, 
OffMorru  bland,  South  Carolina,  August  9 

Sik:  I  have  to  report  that  a  propeller  steamer,  name  unknown,  was 
discovered  bytfr  '  at  daylight  this  morning  aground  oil'  .M 

trie.    'I'll''  Co  mmediately  opened  fire  upon  her  with  rifled  how- 

itaers,  followed  by  the  battery  on  Cumming'a  Point  ami  she  wi 
ii  i i r-. -  and  sunk. 

ll  is  with  regret  ami  niort  ilirut  ion  that  I    have  to  state  that  Hi  is  \ 
latorof  the  blockade  WOokl  have  r«:u  In  <l  Clan  i       an 

had  she  not  taken  the  ground. 

Neither  ol  the  picket  tujrs.  nor  any  of  the  picket   boats,  bo  far  as  I 
have  learned,  knew  of  the  grounding  or  presence  of  tin-  strai 
.-trainer  until  tin-  '  •  -i  '/<■  tired  upon  her.  when  they  had  returned 
ware  oo  their  way  bo  the  lower  anchorage  oi  these 
Acting  Ensign  [#?oseph]  Frost,  commanding  the  tug  D  .  .  the 

tag,  appears  to  have  been  particularly  regardless  of 
n  ami  indifferent  to  bis  duty  on  tin-  night  in  question.  He 
•  iv, I  about  9  p.  in.,  contrary  to  genera]  and  special  and 

,in. .hit  anchor  all  night  and  left  his  anchorage  at  daylight  without 
seeing  the  Btrange  Bteamar,     I  have  planed  him  under  suspension. 

I  snolose  herewith  two  reports  of  Commander  Harrison, commanding 
the  r-'/.«////.  on.'  relating  to  the  discovery  and  sinking  of  the  blockade 
runner,  and  the  other  relating  to  the  orders  given  to  Acting  Ensign 
Frost,  commanding  tin-  advance  picket  tie 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

,J.  F.  t 

('<!/<■■  ttiOt     '{jfir.  ,    ,.[!'  (  'ho,'. s!n„. 

i   Admiral  .].  A.  I  Uiiiciikn. 

■'■,■.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S,  '  '■ 


\J>KOtf. 
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R.j»>rt  >/f  Commander  R  wmation 

■ 

V.  S.  Ship  Nkw   HAMPSHIRE,  August  !'■'.   is>;'h 

AhMii.wi  .  Throe  refugeea  from  Savannah-  ]  Coin,  William 

Higgin-.  Patrick    lord.  I n-hnn-n      v..  Lved   this  a    in.  from  the 

■■■  peg  tender  Li  having  escaped  ins  hoat  via   Ihun 

ili  rholi  Sunday  evening. 

They  state  that  a  rumor  was  b  circulation  in  Savannah  on  the  day 
they  left  thai  Admiral  Barragut  wai  inside  erf  Mobile  Baj  with  twelve 
or  fifteen  v  easels. 

The  best  informed  of  them,  who  is  a  machinist  and  baa  bean  work- 
ing on  engines  for  torpedo  boats,  reports  thai  it  be  tin- intention  to 
boild  a  number  of  these  cigar  boats;  thai  the  bulla  of  two  are  com- 

pleted  ami  the  engines  for  one  marly  ready,  hut  thinks  it  will  he  some 
lime  before  she  i-  lit  for  .serviee.  They  are  not  intended  logo  under 
water. 

There  is  no  iron  yet  on  the  ranis,  and  none  to  he  had.  Engines  for 
van  is  are  being  built  in  Oolumbua. 

Have  never  heard  of  anj  Ironclads  building  up  1 1  * « •  Savannah. 

A  new  wooden  giuihoat  (propeller),  named  Xacont  went  into  com- 
bo I  week  or  two  rinOS  at  Savannah,  ami   has  bar  crew  on  board. 

Probably  draw-  about  B  feet  and  oames  9  or  8  gun  (don't  tenon 
.  ertainry). 

Stoneman  had  burned  the  large  bridge  over  the  Altamaha  at  Oco- 
nee,  hut  was  afterwards  captured  himself,  with  i  I  men,  at  01 

near  Macon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W i i.i.iAM    Hkvnoi.ds. 

i  !  mvmendi  r, 
Sear-Admiral  d.  A.  Daklgsbk, 

(hmmandmg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  8gv 


Report  •'/  U'nr-  Admiral  h"  \'"'!/.  reouetting  to  know  tht 

wishes  of  th*  Department  regarai  prepared  at 

Baltitn* 

No,  888.]  I  LAG  Sn:\MKU  Pan  ha. 

I'ort  Royal  Ihulx'i.  s.  c. ,  August  J.'.  186£, 
Sue:  The   U.  S.  S.   Pont&OA  arrived  here   to-day,  having  in   tow  the 

scows  and  dredges  prepared  at  Baltimore. 

Captain    liiis-el!    ban. led    me   the   enclosed    order    icop\  ).    whi. 

i\  el  Prom  Commodore  Dornin. 
The  Department  will  perceive  that  it  merely  directs  him  to  tow  the 
vessels  here.    There  I    do  Instruction  for  any  further  duty, 
Will  the  Department  please  apprise  me  of  its  wishes  upon  the  sub- 

i  ii  tvethe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yourobedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  I)\jii.oi;kn. 

[dmiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron- 

Hon.  QtDBOM    Wki ., 

.V. 
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re.) 

(Jom\i.\m>  wi\  Office, 
Nawd  Statiotky  Bal 
Bib:  You  will  proceed  without  delay,  with  the  U.  s.  S. 
under  your  command,  to  Port   Royal.  8.  ('-.  laving  in  tow    tht 
scows  and  a  dredge  prepared  for  service  by  the  Ei 
of  tin-  Army  for  me  N:iw  Department,  being  careful  to  bi 
lines  of  tin-  scows  distinct  from  tho  nd  on  3 

IvaJ  there  reporl  to  Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  commanding 
South  Atlunth    Blockading    Squadron,  stating  that   the  scows 
dredge  In  tow,  also  the  machinery  and  boiler,  and  tho  crane  wo 
fou  have  on  the  deck  of  tin-  Pbnhao*  are  intended  to  !"•  delivered  tit 
Ptort  Royal 

Respectfully,  Taos.  A.  \hm\ 

( ',,,•  aval  St  at  If  m, 

Eieutenajit-CommancitM  .Ions  11    lh-M  1.1. 
Commanding  U.  8,  6*.  Pontiao\ 


Ii- port  of  Oomma/nder  i  .  U.  s.  ■  ■■■  V.   § 

Adger,  .    .  mner  off  s<rnUse 

1: 

Y .  S.  s.  Jamba  Adoer, 
Qf  Sort*  /.'■'••  r,  So*  ■  ;.'t. 

Sik:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at   1:40  p.  m.  yesterday,  wl 
at  anchor  off  this  river,  we  discovered  a  steamer  making  black  smoke, 
hull  down,  to  tin-  southward  and  eastward,  and  standing  to  the  noj 
ward  and  eastward. 

I  immediately  started  In  chase,  Bteerinj   a  little  across  the  coursi 
the  strange  steamer,  who  held  her  course  until  we  had  raised  her  hull. 
d  she  steered   B.  by  N..  making  it  a  stern  chase,  in  which  she 
Bteadilj gained  on  im  until  7:80  i>.  in.,  when  we  lost  sight  of  her.    At 

8  p.  tn.  I  gave  up  tin-  ohaSfl  and  stood  for  in v  Statl 

The  blockade  runner  was  s  large  side  wheel  steamer,  with  two  white 

smoke  pipes,  two  short  lower  masts,  and  without  topmasts  or  bowsprit, 

V«-r\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r  11.  Pattbbson, 

(  'on,  fHUtiat  r. 
Beat    \dtniral  .1.   A.  D\iii,<;i;kn. 

Commm  outh  Atlantic  BUtokading  Squadron, 


Ordei  of  Roar-.  I 
ton,  ('.  8.  A'/e//.  commanding  U,  S,   S.  ed  to  $t. 

Johns  Rimer,  rutrida.  and  oooperat*  with  force*  at  Jnck&mvili*. 


1.   STEAHBB    l'jIII.XOKI.I'IIJA. 

I'.nt  Royal  Harbor,  8.  <:.  August  M 
Sib:  When  the  Mingo*   1-  read]  for  »ca  you  will  leave  thia  harbor, 
and  proceed  to  determine  the  speed  of  your  vessel  at             directed 
by  enclosed  squadron  orders  No.  55,  going  to  and  •  1  the 

-hip  at  Charleston. 


S«'|    I'M      VII. ANTIC    UMK'KAIUNO    SQUADRON. 


<;•_>: 


This  done  hiii  will  leave  your  report  at  the  tight  vessel  outsj 
thie  harbor,  and  proooed  t«>  the  St.  John's,  directing  thi         nsa  to 
come  to  this  place  (orders  enclosed). 

The  senior  officer ol   the  Mahaska  or  fttitoioa  will  comsiunicate  all 
orders  and  information  to  yon.    The  squadron  orders  will  ileo  apprise 

yOU  Of  ni.v  own  I  i.'w-  in  several  it'sjxTtv. 

The  Norwich  wa-   to  enable  the  Mahaska  to  leave  the  8t  John's. 
If  ilif  Mahaska  hasnol  left,  thee  the  tGngotvffli  take  ber  place  and 

the  <t't"<r,,  will  remain  until  the  Norwich  arrives. 

Please  cooperate  with  the  United  States  forces  at  Jacksonville^  and 
j_r i \ » ■  your  earnesl  attention  to  all  movements  against  tin-  rebels. 

Apprise  me  hi  seasoii  oi  your  wants,  sent  undercover  bo  the  con 

man. lei-  <.f  tin-  depot  h«-rc.  who   is   instructed  to  forward  necessary 
reqojattiona  without  waiting  for  my  approval. 

Very  respectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahm-ki 

Bean  Admiral,  Oomdy,  South  Admit'"-  Blockading  Sanaa 

Commander  J,  Blakbur  Crhohton. 

,,1,/Nt/im;     !'.     S.     S,     MilKJ'H. 


Report of Rear- Admiral  DaMorm,  /'.  8.  NavUmOfth  tlofths 

l .  8,  S,  Mingoe,  in  fort  R<>>i<d  ll<irh<o\ 

N".    ■"■!'<>.  |  FfwVO-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA. 

PoH  Royal  Harbor,  &  O.,     I  fflKf 

Sin:    I  take  this OCCaaioi)  to  inform  the  DcparliiH-nl  that  the  1'.  S.  S. 

Wengot  (paddle  wheel).  Commander  J.  Blakelev  Cre.iijbton,  command- 
ing,  arrived  in  this  haroorthisa.  m..  August  IS, and  Ess  been  assigned 

duty  in  the  squadron. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obodiont servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobbk, 
"Bom  Admiral,  I  South  Atlantic  Rlockading  8quam 

Hon.  (rioKON   Wki.i.ks, 

S  or,  lory  oftht  Navy, 


Order  of  Roar- Admiral  Dah&gren,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  1 
/'.  &  riding  U,  8  S.  (Hmarron,  to  •proceed  to  duty  at 

Ossabaw, 

Fla«;-Stka.mkk   Pnii.AnKi.miiA. 
Port  Royal  Barber,  8.  £,  August  IS,  J 
Bib;  On  being  relieved  by  the  U,  s.  s.  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant' 
Commander  Manao,  you  will  proceed  to  Ossabaw  ami  relieve  tin-  Paul 

Jonas,  obtaining  from  Commander  Shirley  his  pilot  and  all   the  infor- 
mation necessary  for  doing  blockade  duty  at  that  place. 

As    you   have  ulmidy  done  duty  at   Os.-abaw.  it    is  unnecessary    to 
remind  you  of  the  neoeasitj  of  great  rigUanee. 

ST on  aaonJd  so  arrange  your  movements  that  the  rebels  should  not 
certainly  know  where  t.i  tind  you  at  ni 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A.  I>wh.«. KEN. 
Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South    [tlantic  Blockading  Sguawron* 

Lieutenant  K.  K.  Srons,  V.  s.  Navy. 

Commanding  f  .  8.  8-   i  •'*• 


..2S 


UJ    ATULNTI-  KADIMG    SyUADKnN. 


r     ':'''     Ii'Hr-A'hxir.il     /'■  /'.      .V 

6b  imanding  U.    ?.  9.  / 

l  i  lc  Steamer  Philadelph]  \. 

/'.-.,''  /A-//.//  Harbor,  S.  '..  Augmt  t  ■ 

Sik:  [information  is  positive  that  the  rebels  have  nearly  completed 
:i  torpedo  boat  at  Savannah. 

four  attention  i-  therefore  called  t<>  a  reexamination  <-f  the  tixti.  i 
designed  t<>  protect  yonr  resseJ  against   any  attack,  as  well  as  the 
greatest  vigilance  in  tin-  use  of  piekel  boats. 

Von  will   t-rijoin    llir   same    upon  I  In-  vessel  which   I    keep  with   < 
principally  I"  a»i>t  on  BOcfa  OOCasionS. 

I  'lie  best  executed  arrangements  which  1  have  seen  are  those  about 
tin-  Saratoga.  Fheji  consisl  of  squared  logs*  strongly  chained  together, 
and  are  kept  from  the  Bhfo  entirely  bj  the  action  ol  the  tide. 

If  a  netting  •»<■  dropped  from  these,  I  feel  confident  that  notfoing  of 
the  torpedo  kind  can  pea  ruche  barricade. 

Logs  can  easily  be  cut  on  shore  and  squared  bj  the  .-hip's  oarpenter, 
and  if  liable  to  waterlog  and  link,  can  be  suffered  to  dry  for  awhile  on 
tin-  beach, and  they  will  then  float  without  difficulty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  1>ahi.<  ui:n. 
/.'.  a  ig.  South  A  i  \lo6kadvn* 

Lieut  Commander T.  Soon  Fuxbbbowh,  l\  s.  Navy, 
( \m  .'  1 .  8.  trotn  lad  /'•'- 
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Name. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Philadelphia 

do 

do 

Pettit 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Wlssahickon 

do 

do 

•Ward 

do 

Hale 

do 

Repairing;. 

do.'. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do....                  

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Do. 

»W!lll«ms 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do.... 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Repairing;  hospital  ship. 
Repairing;  health  ship. 

do 

Iris 

Do. 

Special  duty. 
Cruising. 

stores. 
North  for  repair*. 
Do. 

Unadilla 

Do. 

Do. 

•M  Idnight 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Captured. 

•Sailing  vessels. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Hear- Admiral,  Ccmdy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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ill   ah. ami.'  BLOCKADING   aqUAOBOV. 


.  / .  S.  A. "■»/- 
"*  Fori  & 

V.  8.  Ship  .John  Adams, 

Sir:  T  enclose  i  sketch,*  furnished  by  Commander  Harrison.  <>f  the 
obstructions  extending  from  Sumter  on  the  channel  side.      After  tl 
were  reported  by  Commander  Harrison  I  sent  Acting  Muster  Kemp 
to  take  observations  from  the  western  side  of  Sumter,  and  on  compar- 
ing  notes   with   Commander   Harrison    they    have   located   tl 
Indicated  by  pencil  marks  Instead  of  ink. 

There  i>  auo  i  boom  apparently   made  ol  rafte  of  logs  from  the 
northeastern  to  the  western  part  of  Sumter,  about 
it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.F.    V.  GrKEN, 
Cuj>  nior  (Jfficer  off  Ch 

Rear-AdmiraJ  .1.  A.  Dahlobbn, 
<  bmmandino  South 


Latter  from  Rear-Admiral  Daidgren,  V.  8.  Navy,  t»  M 

Fwter,  U.  S.  A 

I'i.ao-St! :a.mi:ii  PHILADELPHIA, 
Port  Royal  Harhrr,  8.  C.  August  16,  i 
Uknkral:  I    enclose    vou   h   rop;    of  a  communication!    recently 
received  from  the  Navy  Department. 
It  will  give  UK-  pleasure  to  forward  any  expression  of  opinion  whi 

you  may  ohoOSC  t"  offer. 

Lam,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlobsn, 
Roar-Admiral^  Comdg.  8ouih  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

ijor -General  J.  (J.  Fosdbb, 

<■■.■■■■:.  / >.  ■■■',',,'■  fi> ';/  //••■    South,  Headquarterx,  Hilton  Head, 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahloren,  t .  S.  Navyy  to  .1/  \eral 

Fast  Amu/.  '  'I'l'ini)  th.  army 

of  Fa /•/■•"/"  fi  '•  Mobile, 

Flao-Stkamkk   I'll  1 1.  \iu. i. imi  i  a. 
Bart  Royal  Harbor,  9,  <"..  August  16,  186± 
(Jknkrai.:  I  have  to  thank  you  on  the  part,  of  the  Navy  for  your 
handsome  recognition  by  general  order  and  salute  of  the  splei 
notary   |ust  achieved  b  Admiral   Farragut  and  his  lleel  at 

Mobile. 


•  Not  found. 


fSee  July  :>i.  H  allttl  to  Daliltfren. 
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l!i  aaamed  that  the  N:i\  v  has  always  u  prompt  and  sincere  welcome 
tor  the  glorious  deeds  of  ii^  comrad<  b  of  the 

I  inn.  general,  very  respectfully,  yom  obedient  servant. 

J,  a.  Dahlgren, 
Bear-  1 .7 ,•,..'/'.'/.  Oomdg  South  At  tdmg  Souadrahu 

Major-Qeaeral  J.  (i.  Foster, 

Department  of  tlu  South,  Headquarter*.,  Hilttm  Efoad. 


Boat  expedition  una!  I  ■■''•••  <''.  8.  Afaey,  I 

Newport,  0a.,  Aug  ■■-.  fflty. 

Raporc  of  Commander  Colvocorutci.  TJ.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  ihip  Saratoga. 

['.  S.  Sim-  Sarato 
J)oboy  Sound,  Georgia,  August  19,  186k 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  (<>  report  thai  on  the  night  of  the  l»Jth  instant 
I  landed  with  a  small  torn'  at  South  Newport,  Mcintosh County,  Ga., 

and  did  M  foWoWBI 

We  captured  h  lieutenant  and  28  privates  of  Company  F,  Third 
South  Carolina  i'av;ili'v,  dispersed  the  remainder  ot  the  company, 
amounting  t<>  50  more,  and  captured  SO  Bafield  rifles.  54 
shotguns,  8  rifles,  I  revolver,  and  2,000  rounds  of  cartridges:  burned 
their  encampment  and  stables,  destroyed  two  of  the  largest  salt  work* 
<ni  the  coast,  capturing  at  the  same  time  the  oversea  re  of  the  works, 
namhering  o,  and  71  Saves  employed  at  the  works.    Also  destroyed 

the   large  W  OUth  Newport  Kiverlon    the  main  Savannah  road. 

which  connected  the  two  counties,  Mcintosh  and  Liberty;  also  cap- 
tured  the  mail  and  a  .Mr.  L.  Mcintosh,  who  has  always  been  looked 

nnon  a->  a  violent  s< ssioni«*t.     Altogether,  we  captured  i"7  persons. 

luere  were  no  casualties  on  our  side,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
were  aoj  oi  the  enemy's,  for  we  sarrounded  them  and  seized  their 
arms  before  they  bad  tune  to  recover  from  their  fright  and  surprise. 
\<m\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

(taOBGB    M.  COCVOCOSBSSES, 

and*  r,  1 .  8,  ffa\ 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

■  </  South'  Atlantic  Bl<nk<t<lhuf  S</u*idmn. 


Report  of  Rear-Admirnl  Dahlgren.  V.  8.  Navy. 


No.  414. 


Flaq-Steamer  IIahvi  vt  Mooff, 
Charheton  Roade,  August  23,  1864* 


Sib!  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that  Captain 
<  oh  i       Lited  another  descent  Into  die  rebel  territory 

and  captured  s  lieutenant  and  28  privates  of  Company  P,  Third  So 
t  arolina  Cavalry,  dispersed  the  remainder,  captured  their  arm-  and 
equipment,  burned  unpmeot,  destroyed  ~i  large  Bait   works, 

captured  6  overseers  and  71  slaves,  deetroyed  the  bridge  on  the  main 
loud  from  Savannah,  and  captured  s  mail,  etc 

I  will  transmit  the  detailed  reports  i>\  the  next  steamer. 
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The  activity  ami  skill  thus  manifested  by  I  apt 
entitled  to  tht>  highest  commendation,  and   I  shall  soon  give  him 
another  and  wider  field  foi  hi-  labo 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  reri  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgbj  n. 
Beat-  Ad  $outh  AUani 

lion.  GlDEOH  Wki  i 

Si<  I 


Commendatory  letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dnhlgren,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Colvoco- 

reasea.  D.  8.  Navy. 

1-  i  Ao-Sn.AMKi:  PhtLADKLPHIA, 
Bori  Royal  Harbor,  s.  r..  August  £ 
\  1  um  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  l'.'th.  reporting  yoar  expedition 
of  tin-  lr.tii.  in  svhicli  you  captured  r  portion  of  a  company  of  Sooth 
( 'aroiin:i  t'iivalry,  dispersed  the  remainder, captured  their  arm* and 
ammunition,  destroyed  their  encampment  and  stables,  two  Large  salt 
works,  and  t  he  print  ipal  counti  bridge,  besides  liberating  7<>  Blaves  and 
bringing  awaj  a  number  of  otter  persons,  amounting  in  all  t<>  l » •  r . 

All  this  was  done  without  casualty,  and  was  verj  creditably  executed, 
and  will  be  duly  reported  to  the  Navy  Department  with  my  acknowl- 
edgments.    I  .-hall  also  issue  an  order  making  my  acknowledgment 
yourself,  your  officera,  and  your  men. 

Yen  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•i-  A.  Daiilgbbn, 

( 'oiiuuuiidrr  ( i.    M    t  -i>. 

Commanding  U,  >.  Ship 


General  order  of  commendation  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Fl.AO-Sl  l:\MKi:     PHILADELPHIA, 

iwt  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ' '..    I  S,  ffflf. 

I  have  tho  satisfaction  to  recognise  th  of  another  e 

commanded  by  Oaptain Oolvocoresses,  consisting  of  men  from  id- own 
ship,  the  •  hment  from  the  Sown 

On  the  night  of  mil.  August  the  party  landed  at  South  New] 
where  it  captured  a  Lieut  md  98  privatesof  Company  F.  Third 

South  Carolina  Cavalry,   and   would,   no  doubt,    have  secured   tin 
remainder   supposed  to  number  50 men     if  they  had  not  taken  flight. 

With  them  were  captured  30  rifles,  ->-i  sabres,  and  2,000  mihi 

<  Saptain  ( olvoooressee  burned  the  encampment  and  stables,  Liberated 
71  slaves,  and  destroyed  the  bridge  on  the  main  9avannah  road 

The  whole  affair  was  conducted  handsomely   and   with  complete 

Jobs  a.  Dahi grew, 
&ear-A  Gomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Petition  of  captured  cituena  of  Georgia,  requesting  to  be  paroled. 

Doboi   Soi  M'.  August  >.  ixo.'t. 

We,  ih.'  undersigned,  citizens  oi  Georgia,  captured  i".  I  ionamander 
Colvocoresaes,  learning  thai  Commodore  Jones  refuses  t"  make  any 
provision  for  onr exchange, have,  at  the  smggestioi]  of  the  commander, 
agreed  to  sign  :i  parole  of  honor,  an  gentlemen,  not  to  take  up  anna 
againal  the  united  States  Government  during  me  wit,  provided  that 
in  that  ••vent  ire  '>«•  released  to  return  t"  our  homes  and  families. 
Hoping  this  ma  !i  your  views,  we  remain  your  obedient 

BervAnis, 

Wll.I.I  \M    A     <  >VKRT<>N. 

W  \ i.i  kic  A.  Oyki:t>  IV. 
<   ii  \  1:1.1  E8   Sti:hi'.in>,  Jr. 

Wm.  <  <•  Bbowh. 

Wii.son   C.  M(. Mil. lain. 

I,\<  iii.w  Mi  Lntosh, 

III  .11    I".  Mitlhkix. 

Admiral  .inns  a    I  iahlgben. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  I.  ship  Saratoga,  Commander  Colvocoreiaei,  IT.  8.  Nary. 

August  if>\  isf;.'j. — Ai      1    n  inspected  all  hands  at  quarters.    All 

hands,  rniploycd  in  litf  in^f  <»lll    DOatS  for  :in  expedition.      At    l:l'»  jj.  111. 

the  expedition  left  the  ship  and  consisted  of  i-jo  nun  :m<i  Moffacers, 
including  9  officers  and  86*  iucm  from  the  D*.  8.  schooner  T.  .1.  Wardf 
the  launch  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Baldwin,  first  cutter  in 
charged  Acting  Ensign  Sogers,  barge  in  charge  of  Acting  Em 
JTabena,  Ariel  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Nate  Chase,  aover  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Stannard,  the  gig  in  charge  of 
Captain's  Clerk  -I-  W.  McBeynolda,  and  the  WareFt  boat  in  charge 
•  >!  Acting  Master  Babcock,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  ('upturn 
(i.  M.  Colvocoreases. 

August  I''.  At  6:50a.  eel  the  8onoma  cttme  insight  with  boats  in 
tow  from  the  expedition,  ('unic  to  anchor  on  the  starboard  side  with 
86  captured  prisoners  and  71  contrabands.  AI  v::-<»  the  expedition 
returned  on  board;  captured  29  rebel  cavalry,  7  civilians,  ami  71  con- 
trabands, 2,000  rounds  ol  cartridges,  .">i  sabers,  ■■  rifles,  ■'<  shotguns, 
and  l  revoh  rr. 

Augti  rut  on.  board  the  !b*  prisoners 

m  charge  «.f  Acting  Mastei  Baldwin. 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  8.  acbooner  T.  A.  Ward,  Acting  Master  W.  L  Babcock.  D  8.  UaTy. 

August  J-'»,  186ft. — Altamuha  Sound,  (Ja.     Prom  meridian  to  1  p.  m,: 

Lerate  breezes  ao  weather.     M  8:45  p   no,  U    a  --hip 

8aroioga  signalised  for  two  of  our  boats,  armed  and  equipped,  to 

repair  alongside.     Acting  Masters  W,  L.  Babcoch  anil  W.  (_'.  Odiorne 

N'ft  tin-  ship  in  charge  of  the  boats. 

*Tlii*  r.-f.-i-  1. 1  M;ij(.r-(H-iifr;il  Smnirl  JoOSS,  C  B.    \rmy    .  .  .r ;  i  r.iuurl  in«  .U  « 'liurlea- 
bOO,  S.  L'.— C'oMm.KKS. 
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•  /   18.     At  4:80  ji.  in.  no  Bigot  of  the  expedition  v\ 
had  halt"  a  dozen  82-pounder  shot  passed  up  on  the  forecastle  am 
equal  number  aft.  bo  Leave  into  the 
rebels;  aba  bad  me    be  I   drau  d  out  of  the 
grap.- 

August  19.     At  6:80  a.  in.  the   U.  S.  S.  Sonoma  si 

to    Ulirh.  the    U.     S.    ship  lUIld,    Hfl' 

returned  with  the  boats   is  tow  which  left  this  vessel  on  the   L5tn 
instant,  and  final!}    left  the  Saratoga  on  the  16th,  id  company  with 
several  boats  from  tin-  latter  ship,  and  started  on  »n  expedition,      \t 
12:30  |>.  in.  captain  and   Ensign  W.  C.  Odiorne   returned  with 
boats  ami  nil  me  men  which  lefl   tin    -hip  on  tin-  expedition,  hai 
been  verj   successful  ami  accomplished   the  object    for  which    I 
started. 


Report  of  LieuUnant-Colonel  Hood.  C.  S.  Army. 

iio\    V 

AMafdieond  <,>•!/  Railroad^  August  80,  / 
Liki  tf.wnt:  Lieutenant   Mole  ha-  not  yet  reported  to  me.     I 
in  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from  Captain   Browning,  whom   I    i    to 

Mclnto-.li  t'ounty.  who  report."  that  the  enemy  <arrir<l  off — 

of  Company  F,  Third  &  nth  c tarolmi 

<     111. -I'M"     



Total 

The  enemy  destroyed  the  bridge  over  South  Newport  River.     I  have 
ordered  Captain  B  :  i<>  remain  ai  Jonesville  for  tin-  pre» 

I  am,  very  respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  lli'« 'i 
/.'■ ' 
Lieutenant  .1.  Hintku, 

dating  Atnstant  Adjutant  General. 


Detailed  \f  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.    s.    Vr/ry,  /, 

iij<  '<>tli>  §auadron  under  hi*  ■/. 

No.  400.]  Fl.\<; -*-| a:\Mi  .:   1'llll.ADKl  PHI  \. 

Fork  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ft,  Avow  v;. 

Sue:  Since  my  lasi  oommunication  on  tho  Btate  of  affairs   in  I 
quarter  nothing  of   importance  ha.s  occurred  to  change  the  general 
aspect. 

rin-  blockade  is  effectually  maintained  along  the  w  bole  extent  o1 
command,  from  Murrell's  Inlet  (8outh  Garouna)  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  on 
the  coast  of  Florida,  an  extent  of  BOO  miles.  No  \  rasela  ba\  c  entered, 
with  only  on.-  eocoeption  that  I  am  ceitain  of,  and  perhaps  anothec  thai 
I  nm  not  certain  of,  a  result  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  any  naval 
blockade.  On  the  night  of  the  Ptb  an  attempt  to  enter  Charleston 
Hai  bor  was  made  by  another  delinquent,  but  in  endeavor!  i  oid 

the  picket  monitor,  she  grounded  under  Moultrie,  and  wa«  opened 
upon  from  the  OatskUl  and  the  shore  batteries,  which  effectually 
destroyed  the  i  esse) 
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Captain  llariison,  of  the  Catukill,  ^ >.  lie.  tii-i  opened  (ire  upon  her, 
•nin  u  mi  Iron  propeller,  one  smoke  pipe  and  two  moats, 

name  ankis  i  c 

rn .;il  oJ  the  re  enl ly  sent,  viz.  J 

M',n<j>>,,    :iiul    tUgS    <ihhi',.,lt:  -.  :-ilii<s.    Cif.n'jui,    J.<tl<",r. 

fhusQi  Is  -i  rery  I  unely  addition  to  tin1  squadron,  and  will  )*»  a  g  i 
relief  in  tin-  execution  of  the  duti< 

Tho  drafts  of  men  by  the  flfew  Uampshin  and   Mtueacku&tU  also 
came  opportunely,  bu<  500  or  000  men  are  still  necessary  to  complete 
oren  a  of  the  squadron. 

The  monotonj  of  blockade  service  is  sometimes  enlivened  bj  little 
adventures,  when  the  opportunity  offers. 

That  executed  by  t hptain  <  foh  oo  >reasee,  not  far  from  Darlen,  [Ga,  ]. 
was  most  happily  c<  aceived  and  executed,  inasmuohasnotaman'washuri. 

The  State  ameer,  wl the  meeting]  baa  made  some  very 

ludii  >mplainta  ia  the  Savannah  Republican  of  the  8th,  seem- 

ingly intended  to  shift  the  blame  from  bis  own  shoulders,  and  the 
f taper  speaks  «>f  As  affair  m  \   shrewd  thing  (a  copy*  of  it  is 

lerewith  i  aclosed,  received  by  s  refugee  from  Savannah) 

I  in  capture  of  so  roanj  substantia]  persons  in  Mcintosh  Count] 

I  iu  me  the  possibility  thai  it  may  be  turned  to  account  ha 
[sing  •Mine  of  lie  naval  officers  jfho  were  captured  at  Fort  Sumter 
nearly  a  year  ago.     1  have  accordingly  signified  by  a  dag  of  truce  to 
the  rebel  general  at  Charleston  thai  I  wian  to  exchange  my  priaoi 
for  his.     naving  heard  also  that  Beers  were  nol  supplied  with 

many  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  I  wrote  t.<>  the  rebel  general  upon  the 
Bubject,  and  requested  that  In- would  either  Furnish  thorn  with  these 
articles  or  allow  roe  t"  'I"  so.  >f  communications  |  are  endoeed. 

Somewhat  farther  to  the  southward,  I  have  also  reported  t<>  the 
Department  thai  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenanl  Swann,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Pbtonutka,  effected  a  descent  upon  some  extei         nit  ■ 

destroyed  them  so  mi  ibis  to  do  so,     A  skirmish  ensued  In 

which  l  man  was  killed  and  i  >.r :.  wounded;  the  rebels  were  repnl 
s  iih  considerable  loss  it  is  believed. 

At  Morris  [aland  our  shore  batteries  at  the  upper  end  continue  to 
play  upon  Sumter,  gradually  effecting  some  alteration  in  the  appear 
aace  of  the  bugs  mass  of  pulverised  masonry,  which  looks  more  lik<" 
un  immense  sand  heap  than  anything  else. 

rt  has  been  agreed  between  General  Foster  and  myself  that  a  hat* 
fcery  of  heavy  navy  guns  should  be  placed  near  tin*  north  end  of  Mor- 
ris Island,  in  order  to  try  whether  their  action  will  be  more  enlcienl 
than  thai  of  rifled  projectiles,  the  percussioD  fuse  of  which  are  sup- 
posed to  net  prematurely  and  produces  superficial  effect 

These  guns  will  be  worked  by  the  Navy,  and   I  shall  look  to  their 
operation  with  considerable  interest,  as  K  will  tend  to  throw  additional 
relative  merits  of  smoothbore  Bed  cannon 

During  the  paal  wei  R  I  book  an  opportunity  of  \  isiting  the 
stations  of  tho  blockade,  from  Fernandins 

The-  eatablishments  al  Port  Etoyal  for  the  repair  and  supply  of  ves- 
sels ait-  progressing  \ >  ry  well. 

The  severity  of  the  rebel  conscription.  a>  it  now  includes  from  la 
years  to  55,  is  making  fugitives  of  many  persons  who  have  hitherto 

»8ee  pegsftU. 

ti-.,i  , .,         .  -i)  Dahtgrwn  and  Jonea  mbtlng  bo  priaooant  see  pp. 

■m. 
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found  U  possible  to  remain  in  rebeldom;  nianj  of  these  perse 

kept  grocery  stores,  barrooms,  etc.,  end  have  fled,  leaving  their  ram 

ities  and  property  behind. 

The  nature  of  their  business  naturally  makes  them  well  informed  in 
relation  to  articles  consumed  by  the  different  classes,  pspcciall] 
masses  of  the  people,  and  thej  all  concur  thai  there  i- 
ciencj  of  ili<-  prime  articles  of  food,  Buch  as  meat,  flour,  corn, 
thej  stale  the  prices  re  be  enormous,  mid  Unit  meat  is  nol  D 

had  even  at  those  price-.    The  common  i  i  small  loaf  of  bread 

i-  ■  dollar  of  rebel  money,  which  constitutee  the  sole  currency,  no 
of  banks  being  hoarded,  as  u.-ll  as  gold  and  silver. 

I  cl< .  i        i    coming  from  or  lorthreepei 

a-  the  result  of  frequent  i  caminationa  made  by  my» 
various  occupations  who  have  l^ff  Savannah  and  Charleston  a  few  di 
previously.     Bome  »>f  these  small  traders  (old   me  within  a  t 
past  thai  they  believed,  from  what  (hey  knew   in  the  course  of  their 
daily  business,  that   three  fourth?  "f  the  masses  of  the  people  In 
Georgia  are  opposed  to  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and  would  gladly 
see  an  end  put  to  it     [am  satisfied  that  the  power  of  then 
tral  Government  i-  only  represented  in  this  quarter  by  the  number  of 

■i :. inlain,  and  this  probably    I 
two-thirds  «>f  which  hold   the  fortified  positions  at  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  and  the  intervening  communication  by  the  railroad,  which 
has  batteries  at  intervals. 

The  /'(<////'■/,■  mh\  Mingtn  have  been  put  under  trial  of  -peed  beti 
the  buoys  at  Charleston  and  Port  Royal,  the  distance  between  which 
is  established  by  coast  survey,  and,  as  it «  stends  to  as  much  as  50  knot- 
in  theopen  sea,  it  affords  a  rail  criterion  of  what  the  steamers  actually 
do  perfoi  n  at 

I j  e  Mi ngtk  can  the  50  miles  at  the  rate  of  \\\  knots  per  hour. 

T  have  the.  honor  to  I.e.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A.  Dahlgbxn, 
Re\ i,--.\>lni ir.il.  Qomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocka 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkli.es. 

Baeretary  <>/  the  ffiavy. 


Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  .('.  S.    ' 
Foster^  !'.  s.  A/".y.  regarding  a 

Flag  Btb4         ELlbvbsi  Moon, 
/W  Royal  llurhnr.  s.  (  ..    I  .  -.  t86i, 

(iknf.kal:  Conformably   to  the  understanding  between  \\>,  I  have 

caused  some  Xl-ineh  guns  to  be  landed  on  Morris  Island,  and  lam 

told  that  the  platform-arid  appliance-  are  n<-:t:  din----,  to  rec 

in-.  BO  that  it  may  he  possible  to  Open  tire  next  week, 

inform  me  whether  you  still  desire  that  I  should  -end  men 
and  officer-  to  work  the  guns;  if  so.  1  will  cans.'  a  detail  to  be  made 
for  that  purp 

I  an  al.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.    DABD   i ■: 

Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlanti-  /!>'•■•■/.  juaaroru 

Major-General  J.  < -.  Fam 

Oomdg,  Dapt.  oftfu  Souths  Headquarter*^  HUton  Head. 
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•  n,  r.  >'.  .V'"y. ,  .  nopal  battery  •>»  M 

"//>  I'f/il't/H. 

BBADQUABTBfia   Ok  pa  htm  fat  OP  THE  SOUTH, 

Hilton  I !>>»).  S.  ''..  Augutt  /.v.  !S6Jh 
Ai»\iiitAi.:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tin-  L8tn 
X I  inch  guns   tot    M  ■  mi  i-    island.      I  nlv  thsitv.  in   accordance 

with  our  understanding,  that  yon  ^.hjill  furnish  men,  officers,  and 
ammunition  tor  this  battery,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  know  that  you 
-       I   hi  to  General  Schimnielfennig  to  this 

effect,  and  also  that  the  ammunition,  etc..  shall   DC  transported   to  the 

battery  from  the  landing,  whether  :tt   Light-house  inlet  or  on 
beach.     I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  senior  officer  ordered  to  the  bat- 
tery hare  orders  to  consult  with  General  Scbimmelrennig  as  to  Lbs 
point  t<>  be  are  I  at,  general  rate  of  firing,  precaution-  rprit 

eta     In  all  matters  pertaining  to  lbs  immediate  c  I  of  his  nun 

and  guns  I"'  will,  of  course,  be  upon  his  own  responsibility.  Beings 
joint  labor,  it  will  Ik>  better  to  be  in  perfect  accord,  so  that  the  army 
and  naval  batteries  Bids  by  side  may  only  compete  in  ea  le  of 

firing  and  discipline. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

•J.  (J.  FosTEB, 
JA ' ,:.  ./•  / .'.  /, ,  ra '.  ( I  mi  .'■■'  an  (Hug, 
Bear-Admiral J.  A.  d.milokkk. 

mmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Present. 


■  r.tonj  qf  the    Navy  <nUvr   Li.  ><tr ,„!,>* 

hton,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  s-  S,     idmiral^  to  proceed  as 

Bel  carry i "i, 


Eatof< 


Navy   Dkiwim  mk\t. 

Sue  The  War  Department  is  to  send  some  Urn  hundred  rebel  offi- 
1  era  to  Charleston,  and  desires  convoy  for  the  vessel  which  is  to  take 
them  flown.  The  vessel  "ill  reach  the  breakwater  al  the  mouth  of 
Delaware  on  Sunday  m-xt.  between  18  and  3  o'clock  in  the  day,  1 
yon  will  touch  with  the  AdmwaldA  that  point  on  your  way  south  and 
►nvoy  :i-  far  as  Charleston,  or  '•■  m  h  point  in  the  \i>  inity  as 
a  commanding  officer  of  the  vessel  may  think  convoy  may  i»e  dbpen 

with  with  safe! J  . 

Very  respectful!} .  etc., 

(JlUKON     W-.II.K~ 

8t '  /■■  tary  of  Navy, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Baton, 

.  o7.   v  Adrm  ■•••  )'"/•/•. 


InsbTMJtioMJrom  Captain  Green,  U,  67.  Navy,  1..  <  ■/.-■>■  Wtilic 

son,  U.   8.   Navy,  commanding  ('.  $.   67.   Flag,  regarding    ■" 
Hawing  to  tht  blockade. 

LT«  B.  Sim*  ,lmi\  ADAMS, 
OjfMorrh  btatut.  Aw/nut  at.  /*>;;. 
Sn::  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  government,  a  copy  of  my  mstrue 
taons  given  to  Commander  Balcfa  during  your  recent  absence  from  this 


i;:<s 
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station  relating  to  the  dispositions  of  the  ressels  composing  th< 

nlr. 

In  addition  I  nave  to  direct  that  mio  or  more  fast  pease 
.    ffipric,  be   detailed   to  cruise,  outside  ol   the 
referred  Go  in  my  letter  to  Commander  Batch,  daring  the  dayi 
retorn  '«•  inshore  stations  at  night. 

There  is  now  in  tin-  harbor  of  Charleston  a  d<   wheel  steamer, 

apparently  new,  which  no  doubt  will  attempt  to  run  out  on  the 
favorable  opportunftj . 

The  .[:■'!■■>  will  be  detained  inside  for  two  or  three  day h  forrej 
and  if  yon  think  it  necessary  I  will  endeavor  to  supply   her  pi 

m  ■  her  tog* 

I  wish  tin-  I'mri,..  during  the  day  and  night  t"  be  stationed  Dear  the 
bar  in  u  eoBvesienl  positioi]  i  tud  coming 

should  it  be  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,1.  I  .  I  ■ 

ft'  C/uirl 

( lommander  J.  ('.  Williamson, 

( \mdg.  U.  8.  X  Flag  and  8*  nun  Off*  ■  <•■.  ujf'x/,. 


I..t!-i     from      r,r-',h»ll, ,■(,,„.  ,;•>       <■  hi  n>  nolffnii'iij .     I  §  LlfAV,      /" 

Captain    (ir.<»%  I .   s.    Navy,   regarding  (!>•  of  dock 

torptd 

ElDQRS     Ni.IiTIIKKN     I>1M..    Dk.PAHTMI    -  i     Ol      1HK    N)ITH. 
Morris  />/,/,„/.   S.    < 

Sin:   I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  return  the  sextant  you  so  kin 
loanrd  mi',  with  my  beat  thanks.     Allow  meat  tin-  same  time  to  coo 
vry  to  vow   tin-  expression  of  bx}   thanks  and  appre 
rarious  facilities  that  you  have  always  so  readily  furnished  me.    The 
submarine  fuze  obtained  from  you  I  have  found  to  work  admirably. 
The  clockwork  torpedoes  have,  in  all  my  experiments,  proved  a  fail- 
are.     I  attribute  tin-  main  cause  of  this  to  the  fact  that  the  Bpriag 
which  brings  down  the  hammer  on  the  nipple  'Iocs  not  exercise  force 
enough  to  explode  the  cap.    This  was  proved  to  l"'  the  case  in  a  In 
comber  of  experiments.     Otherwise  I  think  those  torpedoes  may  be 
made  to  work,  and  thai  some  of  tlie  mechanics  here  ma}  bo  change  the 
machinery  as  t<>  effect  tin--  purpose,     if  posMMr.  I  should  lik<(  to 
obtain  from  you  :.'•'>  yards  more  of  the    ubmarine  fuze  and  three 
torprdo.-s. 

I   have  tin-  honor  to  he.   with   the  hi-li.-t    ivapeet,    your   ol.< 

servant^  • 

A.   S<  1 1 1  M  M  I  I .  I  K\M<l. 

■ 

t     iptaln  .1.    1\    (JttKEN.    l'.    8.    N' 
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Report  of  &6ar~Admiral  DaMaren,  f".  s.  X<i  ln,u  th<  ('.  .s.  ,v. 

I3' nil  ./■■ 

No.  41.;. |  Fi.ao-Stkamkk  Hahykst  .\1<«.\. 

Qf  Oh  8.  < ..  -i 

Sib:  I  teanemit  herewith  for  the  information  of  1 1  *  *  *  Departs 
raportu  <>f  the  condition  of  the  I'.  S.  S.  Paul  Jbnee^  conformably  to 
whieh  I  shall  direct  her  to  proceed  to  tin-  north  for  repairs. 
I  have  the  lioncr  u>  be,  rery  respeetfuJlj .  j our  ooedien 

.1.  A.  Daiii.oukn. 
Rear    \  "',<"'.'■■>>'.  Cbmdg,  South  Atlantic  tfloakadin, 

Eon  I .ii.iiiN  Wki.i.i\ 

Secretary  of  tf,.  Navy, 


Revortjgf  iot&ng  Volunteer  Lieutenant  &wann,U.  8.  Navy,  00 

l'.  s.  s.  thtomdea,  regarding  an  ecepedition  in  WhiU  Oak  River, 

:    'S64. 

r.  s.  8.  Potom 

Sn;:    I  have  tin-  honor  to  report  tin-  >    an  expedition  tip  the 

Sntillu  and  White  Oak  riven  in  this  ship.  !  got  underway  at  1 1 :  BO 
|a.  in.]  August   82,  and   steamed   up   th«'  Sutilla   River  to   IVuniiiiaii's 

Mills,  81  mtlea     I  soiia  pot  audi  md  ran  up  to  the  forks  of  the 

Whin-  Oak  River  [(Seek],  and  Bea(  two  boats  [towing  a  scow)  tmdei 
the  oommand  of  Acting  Ensigns  Curtis  and  JoaHo  to  a  turpentine 
still :;  miles  aboi  «•.  The  rosin  barrels  were  bo  broken  and  decayed  I 
rould  only  bring  oif  :;i  of  them.  The.  turpentine  was  in  ■  raw  state 
in  pits  and  I  had  to  burn  it. 

The  following  i>  :»  summary  of  the  result  of  the  expedition:  Thirty- 
one  barrels  of  roeic  brought  down,  about  L  000  barrels  rosin  burnetii, 
about  LfiOO barrels  raw  turpentine  imrned.  sergeant  Joe.  Qoartarmnn, 
Third  Georgia  Cavalrj  (prisoner).  17  refugees,  ft double-barrel  guns, 
l  single-barrel  gun.  I  sharps  caroine. 

I  11111.  sir.  very  resjK'ttfully,  yon  nt  servant, 

K.   P.   >t\  \NN. 

Acting  Volunteer  Ia  t^  Conimanamg. 

Kear  Admiral  John    \.  I>mii.i.i;i\ 

Oom  mth  Atlantic  Blockading  Sou 


Abstract  log  of  ih\  ( .  -s'.   S.   fhtomska^  Acto       '      mteer  !.'■■ 

8wanr>  <■■.  comma  ■  ■■' 

.'.  /*/;;.—  At  4:80  p.  m.  entered  Sat  ilia  River.  At  5:90 
came  to  anchor  with  port  anchor  and  8  fathom-  cable  off  Penniman's 
Mills  and  scut  first  and  third  cuttn  i  on  shore  to  destroy  boat-,  etc, 
aodtotr]  bo  capture  the  rebel  pickets,  who  ran  away  at  onr  approach. 
Palled  in  overtaking  them:  bowed  on  one  skiff.  Prom 6 toe.  p.m. 
tirst  and  third  cuttei  and  ojig  on  hore  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Wat 
andJoelin,  making-  0  rail  of  planking,  etc  Brought  ofl  1  length  of 
chain  cable,  also  -  snotgune  and  spyglass.    Ex,  shell  from  pivot 
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gun.     A i  8  p.  m.  aimed  all  I  nrith  rifles  and  At  10 

p.  in.  towed  the  raft  of  Uxmberofl  to  the  ship,  and  At  11  got  underway, 

idlnjg  down  I  t.    At  11:46  the  raft  broke  adrift  and  we 

allowed  it  to  drop  down  the  river.     At  LS  entered  Whirr  Oak  Stiver 
[Creek]  and  picked  np  3  refugees. 

I  At  2  a.  in  i  and  third  cutters  and  armed  en 

left  the  Bhip  with  b  scon  bi  tow,  under  tin-  charge  of  Mr.  Cnrtia  and 
Mr.  Joslin,  At  9: 30  third  cutter  returned,  having  captured  a  rebel 
prisoner  named  Joseph  Quarterman,  4  shotguna  and  1  horse  pistol, 
taken  from  his  house.  At  1.0:30  got  underway  and  atood  down  the 
river  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  came  to  anchor.  At  8:  I  p.  m.  the  e 
dltion  returned  with  0]  barrels  of  copperstul  and  Willi 

Registora,a  refugee.    At  1. 15  grounded  on  a  bank  in  the  river     Lei 

port  anchor.     Efeavy   rain,  thunder,  and  Lightning.    At  L0;1U 
be  engine  and  hauled  ship  off.     I  rot  aodei  Hiding  d< 

the  river.     At  11:20  started  ahead  Cull  speed  and  washed  all  the  I 
ti<  r  of  the  rosin  overboard,  l«a\  i  i   barrels,  which  were  got  on 

board. 

AugwA  .'/.  At  5:80  a.  m.  sot  underway  (from  mouth  of  Wh 
River)  and  stood  up  Big  Satilla  ttiver.  At  6: 20  came  to  the 
Penniiiian-  Mill--,  saw  several  boys  on  picket,  who  ran  a* 

bored      Seal  boal  on  md  brought  a  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr*. 

Pennimao  on  board.     At  T:fl0  Bent  Acting  Ensign  \1  d  ahore 

with  IS  men  to  reconnoitei  3en1  Mrs.  Penniman  on  shore.  Took 
refugees  on  board  and  stood  down  the  river.  At  3  p  w  Captain 
GKUespie,  of  the  BraaUiara^  oame  on  board.  At  3:45  senl  all  the 
refugees  on  Bhore  and  transferred  J.  Quarterman  (prisoner)  to  the 
-  in  ohai  go  of  ( totals  I  Klleepie. 

J-  ;  p.m.  Bteaming up  St.  Simon's  Sound.    At 

7:  i.'>  the  Saratogdi  boats  came  alongside  with  officers  and  men  lor  a 
tow  to  Doboy  Si. in  .1. 

AuffUit   M.  —  At   to  a.  in.  standing   into  Dnlioy  Sound.     At  1  * > :  ~.< » 
stopped   near  the  s,i,'tft*iga  and  sent  aw  ifficers,  and  men 

belonging  to  the  Saratoga  and  schooner  1    J.  Wara, 


Rsportaf  Rear-Admiral  D  U.  8.    Yaw9tvgai  ■   astao- 

tftt  ru  ••).  Morrw  Island* 

No.  415.]  l'i  kb  Harvest  Mo 

of  M  i  S.  c.  Auputt  :  ■ 

Sin:  Conformably  to  what  1  have  already  I  to  the  Department 

under  date  of  August  17.  four  Xl-incbguna  have  been  landed  on  Mor- 
ris bland,  being  all  for  which  1  had  ■•-.     Thc«e  will  be  phv 
well  in  tbeadvB  •  e  near!  fumming's  Point  and  near  a  new  battery  of  the 
Army,  mounting  .'.  heavy  rifled  cannon,  9  K-inoh  columl  d  l-i 
mortars,  which .  with  the  Xl-inch  guns, should  exert  a  powerful  effect 

I  ii  an  interview  yesterday  withQeneralSchimmelfennig.  he  ex  pressed 

the  opinion  that  its  action  would  probably  enable  Imn  to  assault  Sum- 
ter. Jf  m>.  it  in  iv  '►'•  possible  tooccupy  the  lower  harbor  with  the  iron- 
clads, and  thus  gain  an  important  step  which  will  facilitate  the  advance 

upon  the  upper  harbor  and  the  city. 

But  much  will  depend  on  the  stale  of  the  Come  which  I  nun  happen 

to  have  at  tin-  tinx- 
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1  had  hoixd  that  the  new  battery  would  be  the  iii -i  to  give  notice 
to  the  rebels  of  its  presence,  but  I  observe  that  a  correspondent  has 
already  done  Bo  in  tin-  Herald  of  August  19. 

I  .shall  send  requisitions  on  the  Bureau  for  some  Xl-inch  irun  car- 
riage*, as  a  reserve  in  case  of  accident  while  under  tire,  nod  aho  some 
XI-incli  ammunition. 

1  DSVS  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant. 

J.  A.  Pahi.oiikn. 
li--ir-.\iluiint(.  Qjtndff.  South  Atlantic  Bl<H-kutl!iHj  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na  >'>/■ 


litpnrt  it/  Bt ■"/•-.  Idmiral  DafUgran,  1 .  8,  A  ">-y-  uvpino  tAan&dqfan 

.,, />/:,',',,,.,,{  >r>r-r /'<r  aaaning  'I"  ironaada. 

No.  416. J  I  i    .:  Stkvmkk  Harvkst  M<><>\. 

of  MorrU  hfand,    I  .',  rs64. 

Sih:  The  bottoms  of  the  ironclads  foul  so  rapidly  that  one  diver  can 
not  remove  the  grass  and  oyster<  f nun  three  or  four  before  the  first  of 
these  i-  as  bad  aa  beloxBj  and  the  speed  is  thus  reduced  one  half. 

For  this  reason  I  have  asked  Mr.  Phelps  bo  submit  a  proposition  for 
another  diver,   which    is   enclosed.     Tlii>    i>   to   hold   gooci  for  three 

months,  so  as  to  give  the  opportunity  for  change  it  desirable. 

The  cost  is  enormous,  but  I  see  no  immediate  remedy:  the  beaching 
only  admit.' of  cleaning  the  upper  part  of  the  sides,  not  the  lower  part 
or  bottom. 

I  intend  to  get  up  a  corps  of  divers  on  my  own  resources,  but  this 
may  require  a  little  ti 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

J.  A.  Dahlghhh, 
i    yJihirnl,  Oomdg.  South  AtloNtio  Bloohading  Sgwuiron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sfcniiiry  of  t fit     Vary. 


L'ttn-  from  R, ,//•-. \<l,i,ii<d  DahlgnobfU.  S.  X-iry,t<it!i,chiefafflo 
Bnr<"u  -f  Onhtuif  gun  carrUw 

Flaq-Steamku  Hakvest  Moon. 
Of  Morris  Ida,,./.  S.  <\.  J  ..  ffl± 

Bnt:   Will  the  Bureau   please  send  to  me  four  or  five  new  pivot  car- 
riages for  Xl-inch  guns  to  meet  any  accident  which  may  occur  to  BO 
mounted  in  a  naval  battery  now  BSDOTel 

Al>o  a  few  thousand  XI  in.  li  -hell  ; •  r i< I    hrapnel  and  grape  (light). 

The  stock  of  powder  is  getting  low,  Bfl  1  have  been  drawn  on  largely 
l>\  the  Army,  which  was  m  need  of  it,  to  sustain  the  tire  of  its  bat- 
teries on  Morris  Island. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  I.    A      hvilLGREN, 

Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atfauii,   Il!,.,k,> 

Commander  EL  A.  Wise, 
( 'hi if  of  /' 

N   W   K — VOL 
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Boat  >  i j- •//'/.'■  i  Thi 

Report  of  Roar-Admiral   Dahlgren.  C.  8.  Havy 
So.  -428-1  I   1  PHILADELPHIA., 

Port  Royal  1 1,  <,!,..,,  s.  > 

(Jih!  I  have  already  apprised  the  Department  of  thi 
sanding  north  the  Pittd  Jonc*^  by  reeommendat  ion  of  tin-  fleet  ei 
wli.i  finds  tin-  repairs  required  too  extensive  for  the  force  l> 

Tin-  '  Hn  wron  \t  just  reported  disabled  in  one  boiler  while  f>!««-i. 
ing  Ossabaw,  which,  with  the  absence  of  the  vessels  under  r<'r*iir 
north  and  :it  this  plan-,  renders  very  desirable  the  addition  of   vf.no, 
efficient  \  easels  to  the  fon 

I  enclose  copy  of  parole*  offered  by  certain  citizens  taken  La 
of  an  expedition,  without  arms,  and  with  no  evidence  of  hostile  into 
they  were  brougnl  away,  it  is  presumed,  as  a  measure  of  pn 
to  prevent  the  eoi  my  getting  notice  of  the  movements  of  our  part 

I    enclose  copy  of  n    reportf   from   Acting  Volunteer    Lieut 
Swann.  of  the  rWom*ktiy  of  Jin  expedition  up  theSatilla  and  White 
( ):ik  rivers,  also  one  from  <  'aptain  ( !olvi  u-ore.sses  of  :i  third  exjx'di 
from  the  Saratoga, 

They  confirna  the  impressions  1  have  previous!  pad  !<•  ill 

Department   that   the  oountrj   in   this  quarter  is  just   n< 
stripped  of  its  fighting  population,  small   parties  of   troops 
assembled  at  certain  points  to  check  expeditions  from  the  ship 

A  .sufficient  force  Is  distributed  at  Savannah  and  Charleston  and  r 
iDtervening  points  <>f  the  railroad. 

1  have  the  honor  to  In-,  very  ies|M»ct,fully.  your  nhedienl  .^  i 

Bear-Admiral,  Cbmdo.  South  Atlantic  Blocha 

lion,  (tii.kon  Wki.i 

Seer- tar;/  Of  thi   Six 


tnt 

tin 


Report  of  Commander  Colvocoresaea.  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  8.  ship  Saratoga. 

U.S.  Ship  Saratoga, 
Doboy  Sound,  Georgia,  Aug\ 
Sin:  I  have  the  hen  that  I  have  just  returned  from 

an  expedition  to  Bethel,  Qa».  >  miles  up  Turtle  River,  and 

miles  from  ihiaanchora^i      The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  attack 
tin-  rebel  force  stationed  there. 

I  left,  the  ship  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9  tnt  with  75  men  and 

5  officers.     I  was  joined  by  Captain  Babcock,  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
T.  A.  Ward,  on  the  waj  with  B5  men.  and  Captain  Gillespie,  <>i 
BrasUu  r<t.  with  ;">  men. 

The  expedition  left  the  BraeHtara  the  next  day  about  sunset  and 
proceeded  up  the   river.     Everything    went   on   well   until  about    I 
o'clock,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  Dommenced  filing  at  us,  whic 
reel  that  we  hail  been  discovered.     No  one,  however,  was  hurt,  l> 


; 
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the  tire,  and  we  gave  way  in  our  boats  harder  than  ever  that  we  might 
reach  our  destination  before  the  news  of  our  arrival  could  !n  carried 
there  by  the  pickets.  We  were  fired  al  afterwards  bj  two  other 
pickets.  Imt  they,  too.  missed  us,  and  by  8  o'clock  all  tin-  boats  safely 
reached  their  destination. 

I  was  both  surprised  aad  disappointed  when  ire  landed  to  Dud  no 
enemy.  It  seems  be  bad  beard  the  fire  of  the  pickets  and  immediateh 
fled 

Before  leaving  the  place  1  burned  the  posfcoffioe  and  the  store 
iM'lonjLfin^  to  .1.  M.  Tison,  h  noted  rebel  anal  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
i ti i'i-i  ii >t-  court.  I  also  brought  away  three  <>f  his  slaves  and  Bonie 
which  were  found  in  his  house. 

There  was  :i  considerable  quantity  of  loose  cot  I  on  and  ■  loom  I  >1 
making  cotton  clolh  in  the  store,  which  were  destroyed  with  the 
building. 

The  exjK'dition  left  to  return  to  the  -hip-  about  half-;  lock. 

On  the  way  we  stopped  at  the  place  the  pickets  commenced  firing  at 
us.  where  wc  found  a  man    l»y  the  name  of  .1.  Chubb,  whom  Captain 

Gillespie  represented  as  having  been  engaged  in  seven]  attempts  to 
destroy  the  vessel  stationed  at  St.  Simons. 
This,  together  with  the  fact  thai  be  was  found  by  me  al  the  place 

where  the  picki  l  Rationed,  W84,  1  thought.  B  -ullicient  evidence 

to, justify  in\   taking  him  a  prisoner,  and  1  did  BO. 

The  expedition  rested  a  whole  tide  ut   l'.ruuswick.  during  which  the 
place  was  searched,  but  no  signs  of  the  enemy  were  visible. 
Very  respectfully,  yom  id  servant. 

QrKh  M.  (  ks, 

Qo\  r,  I  ■  6*.  a '"'''/. 

Rear-Admiral  Jobs  A.  Dahlobw. 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commendatory  totter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Colvocoroaeei, 

XJ.  8.  Navy. 

Navy   DSPABTIC 

SqpUmba  I 

Sir:  1  have  received  from  Kear-Admiial  Dahlgren  the  report*  <.f  the 

several  expeditions  receath  dispatched  from  the  U.  IS.  s.  6<  into 

the  waters  and  counties  oi  Georgia,  irMeh  ■■■  indcon< 

ducted  by  you  with  conuucudahlc  discretion  and  zeal  and  crow  ned  w  ith 

cess. 

The  Department  desires  to  return  to  you  and  those  under  your  com* 
mand  its  thanks  for  your  zealous  and  good  services  to  the  country  OB 

i  lie  occasions  referred  lo. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

Gl!>Ko\    Wki.i.j.s. 

Commander  Geoi«;k  M.  OolvooobeESSES, 

.'///.  U.  s,  shi j,  Saratoga^  s.  Atlantic  Btoeh&g.  Squadron, 
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Abstract  log  of  tho  U   8.  ship  Saratoga,  Commander  Colvocorvatet,   D.  8    Nary 

.!"•  -An  expedition  left  thi  p    m 

men. 

J  At  j  p.  in.  scut  the  dingey  with  6  men  in  charge 

swain  Miller  to  Doboy  (aland  f<>  reoonnoiter. 

Ai",  in.  gent  prisoners  and  contrabands  on  board  ii 

fJarvat  Moon.     At  10:55  &.  m.  boats  returned  from  the  expe 

September  83.     Prom  8  to  meridian  commander  went  on  a  i 
-an.  e  up  tin'  Ashepoo  River.     At 7  p.  id.  commai  <i. 

">.       At  9   a.  m.   Commander  t.'olvocoivw-s    |c  -|,j|, 

and  took  passage  in  the  V .  S.  S.   I'<; 

October  6 J      Acting  Lieut*' mint  Edgar  B rod head  came  <>n  Umrd  ft 
tin-  WUd  i  '</<'  to  fcake  command  of  tiii.s  ship  by  order  of  the  8ex 
of  tin:  Nav\ . 

Abstract  log  of  the  V.  8.  bark  Bratiliera.  Acting  Maater  Oilleapie.  U.  t.  Nary. 

-At  3:30  a.  m.  Captain  Colvocoresses,  con 
ing  I".  S.  ship  S  .  came  on  board,  Bccompanied  63   •'< 

Imats.  I M)iuul  en  an  expedition.      At 9: 30  a.  in.  the  captain  left  tl 
in  the  race  boat     At  8:  W  p.  m.  the  captain  returned,  brimzi 
oner  from  tin-  V.  8.  S.  Poton         ma  Mr.  Collins,  the  pi! 
o.  in.  the  expedition  which  came  on  board  left  the  ship. 
i;  11,  (ill.    ]  a  also  left  the  ship  with  an  armed  boat's  crev. 
panv  tin-  expedition. 

At  5  p.  m.  ( 'nptnin  ( rillespie  returned  from  the  e 
tlon  and  landed  once  no      raptninCVdvocoressescamej 

his  expedition  all  arrii ed  here  on  their  wav  to  their  reBpi 
\i  '.':  I.,  p.  in.  Captain  Colvoroiv-.-e-  and  the  boats  of  his  axpeditioi 
left    the   ship  to  go  on  hoard    the    Pbtomska.     At    10:15    p.   in. 
PbtO  I  underway  and  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  with  tlie  Ii 

of  tin:  expedition  in  low. 


Abstract  log  of  tho  0  B.  •choonor  T.  A.  Ward.  Acting  Matter  Babcock.  XJ.  8.  Ifavy. 

A"-/, is.'  .'.i.iso/f. — Altamaha  Sound.     From  meridian  to  I  p  m  i 
preparing  boats  and  arms  for  an  expedition.      At  9:30  p  m  5  aru 
»)oats  from    the   Saratoga   arrived,  which  were   joined  with   2    bo 
and  24  men  from  this  -hip;  the  gig  in  charge  of   Vcting  Master  \\ 
Babcock  and  first  cutter  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  \V.  ( '.  Odior 
which  tliey  all  proceeded  up  Altamaha  River  on  an  expedition. 

AxtgutA  ■<>. — At  itfa.  m.  the  /roomAfcx  arrived  al  Doboy  Sound  with 
the  boate  in  tow  that  went  on  the  expedition.  At  li :  ::• »  p.  m.  the  gig 
and  lirst  cutter  returned  from  the  expedition. 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahltjr<  ».   I     S    Navy^ 

No.  419.]  Flag-Steamer  Phiiadephia. 

I'ort  L'.>!/iii  Harbor^  August  '/.  ■' 
Sib:  The  following  statement  occurs  ina.Miiiiiiiunicatii.il  from  tin 
commander  of  the  Sononuk  at  Sap -i o  Sound,  ( foorg 

Twn   infii    Iiuiii   ll  nl   have,  T  think,  deserted,     ''up  in  hu 

Engli  id  Iheothorl  bavf  -in.-.-  [earned  cams  from  the  Army,  am 

one-  time  in  the  Confi 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SyUADRON. 

As  a  number  of  men  have  bees  Bent  down  here  thai  have  been  in 
lip'  rebel  service  there  ie  reason  t<> apprehend  Borne  frequency  in  deser- 
tions when  the  opportunity  can  he  bed,  and  our  vessels  will  often  in- 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  bj  the  information  erhich  these  men  have  it 
in  their  power  to  gii & 

I  have  the  honor  to  1m-,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A .  DaHD 
\dg.  South  .!■  'r,<n. 

Hon.  GlDSOft  Wri.i.K.s. 

Seer.  t>irn  Ojf  tlk      Ytrri/. 


Order  of  Boat-Admiral  Dafib/rm,  1 .  8.  ftfeey,  to  !.'••■  Gfewt- 

,./,,■  Johiitum,   I .    s.   \>iri/,  commanding  1 .   8.    ?. 
dUQG  oiJwancrH  </<  t/u  Stono  /•'/'•,/•. 

FLAw-.STF.AMF.R    PfllT.AliK.l  I  !i 

Bort  Boyal  Barbor,  8.  < '..  August  .",,  /.*;.;. 
Bib:  Sours*  of  August  2]  has  bees  received,  announcing  the  burning 
of  LeeareVille  by  the  rebels  ilie  night  previous. 

It   u  ifeD  to  lesep  informed  of  the  movemests  of  the  I  d  both 

sides  of  the  Stono  by  occasional  reconnoissances  with  the  vessels  and 
by  scoudsg  John's  Island. 

[t  should  be  an  object  to  keep  the  rebels  from  advancing  on  thai] 
former  positions;  at  the  same  time  then  ihould  alwai  be  i  concert 
of  action  with  the  ffeneral  commanding  t  In*  forces  in  t hut  Quarter. 

A  good  lookout  .should  Im'  kept  on  all  rebel  movements,  though  they 
will  not  undertake  much  while  there  is  in  ironclad  in  the  Stono. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  OaBXOBEN, 
/,'.■! i-  A'/ii"',-  idg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguad 

LirtiteiKint •Commander  A.  \V.  .Johnson. 

mding  f .  8.  Ironclad  Montauk, 

•.'///•    <lfu:r  j'f.x,!,!   hi    *!•■     8t0 


■r' Boar-j  1  'ii'iin/i  D/thhin  a.  r.  s.   YavuK  to  Cox 
caresses,  U.  8>  Navy,  to  a  mmandq/tht  Mockadiny  Jb 

st.  Helena  8ound\  South  CaroHna, 

Flag-Steamer  PniLADELnuA, 

I'.nt  'Royal  Earl  -v/J. 

Sir:  You  will  send  by  the  U.  S.  s.  Sorvott  Moon  to  this  anchorage 
the  contrabands  and  prisoners  of  war  recently  captured  by  you.  with 

:i  li  -i  id  their  names. 

On  the   reporting  of  your  relief,  the   U.  S.  S.   t,  you  will 

proceed  in  the  ■  to  St.  Helena  and  assume  command  of  the 

blockading  forces  at  that  place.    This,  provided  yon  have  no  expedi- 
tion on  looi  thai  this  order  will  interfere  with. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiii 
li'i'r-.hhiiinii,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocka 

Commander  Mko.  hi*  CoLVOCOBBSSES, 

a  ('.  s  Ship  Sarat 

•  n..i  bund. 


»>4C» 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADS 


fintnrl  T)<ihli/i>  i/%  l'.  S.  ,Y 
v    \fahuyka,  t<> )>)'>*  I'd  ■■■  A'<  ■'//•*. 

tfo.  121.]  Flag-Strameb  Philadelphia, 

Fort  Royal  Hatter,  . 
Sik:  I  herewith  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Department  1 1 1  •* 
Fleet  Engineer,  Danbv  upon  tin-  condition  of  tin-  boil 

engines  of  the   I'.  S.   S.   Malta 

I  have  thought  it  best  to  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Heel  engineer,  and  have  therefore  ordered  the  Ma  o  Boston 

repairs. 

I  have  (he  honor  t- 1  be,  i  ery  respectfully ,  your  obedient   w 

.1.  A.  DaRLQBXK, 
/'v.  &h4/  a  ft, .'„/>'■  /: 

Hon.  GxDjBOM  Wki.i 


Order  of  Seat-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.   Navy,  to  <tnx- 

lii'li.J-  .     M't.'f/.,  ,ry,     I   .     ,V.     .\wry,    (,.  a*S\liH>    <•/,./ I'lje  of  nOVOl  lhltt,HJ  OH 

J/-  Bui 

Flacs  -Steamer  PHILADELPHIA, 
/W  Hoj/nl  Hatter,  8.  ft,  August  86,  186± 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Greeo 
for  tin-  charge  ox  the  Xl-inch  battery  which  is  being  erected  on  M 
i  land.     Ensign  Craven  will  go  with  you. 

Captain  Cfoeen  will  please  bo  supply  you  with  a  boat  and  fifteen  «»r 
twenty  woodmen  to  assist  temporarily  until  your  own  detachment 
arrii  i 

Baying  reported  t<>  Captain  Green,  you  will  land  on  Morris  [aland 
and  rail  on  General  Schnnrnelfennig,  stating  to  him  thai  you  are  to 
take  charge  of  the  Xl-inch  guns,  and  will,  if  he  pleases,  proceed  to 
arrange  for  the  seamen  that  are  to  he  sent. 

Be  careful  not  to  communicate  anytiung  of  interest  with  the  ordi- 
nary army  signals,  ii-1  they  an  read  by  the  rebels,  but  arrange  a  Bema- 
ic  code. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgeeh, 
R<or- A'hn!nii.  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic Bl 

Licntciiuiit  <  niniiiauder  E.  O.  Matthews, 

Fkigeh 


Order  of  Seaf^Adimral  Dahlgren,  f  to  Acti 

Lieutenant  {'hurt  -A  i/L  I '.  s.  X,n  iu ,  for  special  xervux. 

Flah-Sihameb  I'liii.M.fi.i'iu \, 

ftrt  Royal  Harbor;  8.  01,  Aug\ 

Sik:  Ton  are  hereby  detached  from  the  ironclad  Nahant  and  will 

assume  command  of  the  V.  s.  schooner  '•'.  W.  Blunt  tor  special  service. 

Very   respectfully,  your  oIm dient  servant, 

d.  A.  Dahlqehn, 
/,'■'',  Admiral,  I  th  Attawtic  Blockading 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutitiui.T  \V.  L.  Chuiohill,  LT,  S.  Navy, 

r.  S.  Trondad  Nahant. 
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Qraer  •>/  Boar-  Admiral  Dafitgr*  ■<.  0  'f/er, 

/.    8,    X" ft/.  /;>/>t /</■.  1',,,,1/nf. 

Fi.ag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

I''.;'*    li  >■</*<!    1 1 <!,}»■,.    S.     r..    A  una,;'    ,'.7.    tfgj. 

Sli::    Yon  aiv  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  B.  S.  MohotJa^  and  will, 

without  delay,  assume  command  of  the  r.  s.  s.  Borne,  relieving  Aet- 
kiaater  William  I'.  Stoddard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  DaHLOBEN, 

Beat  Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Must  i  r  Ki.N.ivMiN  Dteb.  D.  8.  Naw, 

/.  S.  S.  Mafuuka. 


< >>■■!.  ,■  •>/ ti,.  Secretary  of  iha  Jfavy  tc  DaMgren^  lr.  S. 

Nam/i  regarding  tht   U.  8.  *.  Ihntiae. 

Navy  Dkimkt.ment.  August  Stf,  1X6%. 

Sue  four  Ko.  888  bee  been  received.    The  0  8,  S.  /■  mo  be 

retained  on  your  -tation,  her  original  order  being  to  report  to  you  for 
duty. 

Wry  respectfully,  etc,  Gideon  Wei.j  i 

Soot  wavy, 

lien- Admiral  J  no.  Diiai.ohkn, 

Oomdg.  SovtA  Atlantic  Bio  Sovadty 


[tlmiral  !>"/•>'<!>■> it.  /'.  8.  Wavy,  to  Captain   <■■■ 
U.  S.  Nut'tj.  -'/■', is i'l.r.  s. 

Arm  ij.  for  wn  uee  qf  naval  steamer  as  convoy  far  prisoners. 

Fi.Ac;-SrK\>iKK  PhCLADELFH]  \. 

Fori  Boyal  BMo§\  August  2n.  1864. 

Sin:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  note  from  General  Foster  to  myself. 
In  compliance  with  his  request,  yon  will  keep  a  vessel  near  the  pris 
oners,  steaming  with  strict  injunctions  to  guard  her  closely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  A,  Dablghm, 
Rear-  Arfitiii-tti,  Oomdg,  Soutft  Afktntu.  Blockading  8q 

Captain  Josepb  F.  (J  keen, 

Senior  Officer  Present,  <$'  <  m. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

:<:.  1864. 
Admihae:   1    have  tin  to  inform  you  thai    800  rebel  officers 

arrived  here  \  e.-terday  for  the  pin TMBfl  of  being  placed  under  tire  on 
Morris  Island.  I  propose  to  take  them  up  to-inorrow  morning  between 
dayUgbtand  10  o'clock.  As  the  steamer  in  which  they  arc  routined 
is  very  much  crowded,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  send  one 
of  your  fleet  with  the  prison  ship  as  a  convoy. 


r,4s 


SOUTH*     ATLANTIC    BI,«H'K  ADTNG    SQUADR- 


It  will  be  two  OT  three  days  before  tin*  pi isoners  can  bfl  landed.  an< 

if  possible,  I  would  like  to  lmve  one  of  yonrgunbosi i  ordered  to  1  •  - 1 1 » i».  i  1 1 
near  the  steamer  until  preparations  are  made  for  disembarking  tik 
I  have  tin-  honor,  admiral,  to  be,  vet}  respectfully,  your  ooodi 

::flt. 

.1    I .    Foster, 
M 

Bear  •Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorem, 

Commanding  Souih  Atlantic  BUn-kau  -n. 


R,j  'qpta&n  D*  Gcunp,  U,  8.  Na  iding  U,  S.  s  Waba 

tnf  OhafUnoHf  67,  C.tJroi        mite  on.  the  con 

L .  S.  Frigate  Wabash, 
Off  Charleston^  August  96,  i 

Sin:    I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  anchorage  tins 

morning  from  a  cruise  along  the  coast     My  inatructiona  from  the 

iciii-adiiiinil  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  dated 

,lul\  1-.  L804,areto  report  to  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston  this  day. 

illness  prevent  m\   reporting  in person. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant. 

J.  Da  (amp, 

/  'aptaii 

Captain  .1.  F.  Greek.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  I    S,    Vaval  Forces^  eff  Charl  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  6  I    S.  A  wanding  U.   S 

ri'u-l,  linir.il ■■  ■•■■■.  ,:>t<ii<li»>i  l>»o(  expeditions,  August  W  t>>  S<  ■■ 

6\  1864. 

U.  S.  Bark  Brazii.ikra, 
St,  Simon'*  Sound,  Georgia,  September  9,  186 

Bra:  During  die  laal  ton  daya  my  boats  have  made  several 
sions  inland  destroying  salt  works,  consisting  of  10  kettles  of  Too 
gallon- emh,  12  kettles  of  BOO  gallons  ourh.  20  pun    J  feel   In  tJ  feet, 
and  800  bushels  of  salt;   liberating  80  negroes  and  2  white  Families, 

T<.ok  J.  A.  Lang  and  J.  D.  Den  8  on,  prisoners;  they  belong  to  tin 
Third  Georgia  Militia. 

The  salt  work-  were  situated  some.  IS  miles  up  Turtle  River,  on  At) 
creeks  leading  into  Buffalo  swamp.  My  officers  and  men  have  pene- 
trated some  to  miles  inland  between  the  Altamaha  and  Satilla  nvi 
meeting  no  opposition  excepting  the  militia.  Credit  is  due  my  people 
for  the  energy  with  which  these bout  expeditions  have  beeu  prosecuted 
The  enemy's  force  now  iu  this  county  amounts  to  LOO  Confederate 
soldiers  and  75  militia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

\Y"  T.  (in.i.Ksi'iK, 

Art  i  Hi/     Mi  ■.<•.■!  ml  i  !!<}. 

Admiral  J.  A.  DaHXGREN. 

('"■  '■■■  Blockading  S>j<i<ii{n>». 
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Respectfully  transmitted  tor  the  Information  of  the  Department 

John  A.  Dahlojekn, 

■ 


Abstract  log  oftXt  /'.  6  8ept*m& 

m 

AxtavMtHe,  />'->;.— At  1L4.0  p.  m.  Mi.  Bennett  and  Mr.  Collina  left 
the  .ship  with  the  aaeond  cutter  Uld  whaleboat  with  Mr.  Spaulding 
(refugee)  and  the  surgeon's  steward  as  assistants.  t<»  go  on  an  exp 
tiiui  to  Camp  Walker,  en  the  Turtle  Ethrer. 

Augwtttf.  -At  1:10  a.  m.  a  bright  light  was  seen  in  the  direction 
of  Turtle  River.  Apparently  a  lignal  tight,  as  it  bomed  for  the  sp 
of  three  minutes.  At  10:80  a.  m.  seal  toe  launch  with  Mr.  Austin  and 
Dr.  Fife  to  meet  the  expedition  which  left  the  ship  to  go  to  Camp 
Walker.  At  11  the  launch  and  second  cutter  return-'  I.  At  LI:  90  Mr. 
Bennett  returned  in  the  whatehont,  baring  succeeded  in  capturing 
Mr.  Bernetf.  postmiStef  of  M.mnt  Pleasant  p<^t  nit].:',  (i, 
[Wayne]  County.  (Ja.,  and  a  mail    bag  containing  mail  fog 

various  pints  of  the  Confederate  State-,  which  was  brought  on  board 
and  delivered  an  to  the  captain.     He  also  captured  a -mall  sailboat 

and  brought  oil  1 1  refugees  (Mack),  which  were  landed  00  St.  Simon's 
bland. 

At"itmt2S. — At  11:35  a.  m.  Captain  Gillespie  lefl  the  ship  with,  two 
armed  boats  to  go  on  an  expedition.  The  pilot  and  Mr.  Stpaolding 
accompanied  him. 

A">/><*t  .J.''.— At  -J  0.  in.    the  gig  l.-ft   tin-  ship,  the  whaleboat   also, 
with  an  armed  crew    in   charge  of   Mr.  Austin.      At    1:1.'  a.   in.   saw 
a  light  burning  about  S.    W.     Supposed    it  to    be  one  of    the  b 
belonging  to  me  expedition.     At  !>:08  the  schooner  Mary  reported 
standing  for  the  ship.     At  »;  the  whaleboat  and  gig  l«*f t  the  schooner 

and  pulled  for  the  ship.      At  6:14  Mr.  Austin  returned  in  the  whah- 
boat     At  6:90  the  Captain  and  Mr.  Collins  returned  in  the  gig.     At. 
t>:50p.  m.  the  captain  left  the  ship  in  his  fig  and  lirst  cutter,  in  charge. 

■  >f  Mr.  Severn*,  with  19  armed  men.  t"  go  up  Turtle  Kiver.  The 
schooner  Mary  went  tilth  the  boats. 

Augxtnt  30. — At  8  a.  in.  the  second  cutter  returned    in  . 
Boatswain's  Mate  Woods  from  an  expedition,  bringing  l  prisoner,  by 
the  name  of  J.  A.  Lang,  and  7  refugees,     At  8:80  p.  m.  the  Brat 
cutter  returned.     At  4:4">  the  M  D    to  anchor  close  to  the  ship, 

inshore  of  us.     The  captain  and  pilot  returned  on  board,  bringit 
prisoner  of  war,  named  Demon,  and  7  contrabands  taken  on  too 
expedition, 

S.-ptt-nihrt  1-      St.   Andrew's  Sound. — At   3  a.  in.   Mr.  Bennett  left. 

the  ship  with  three  armed  boats  and  crews  to  go  on  an  expedition. 

Mr.  Longstreet,  Mr.  Severns,  and  the  pilot  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion. At  6:40  Ban  three  boats  op  Wilson's  Creak,  roppoeed  to  be  the 
expedition  that  left  at  8  this  morning.  At  10:41  Missis.  Bennett, 
Longstreet)  and  the  pilot  returned  on  board  with  the  fir-t  cutter.     \t 

10:52  the  whale  boat  returned.  At  11:52  Mr.  Scene-  returned  R  ill' 
the  gig.     At  Tl80  p.  m.  sent  the  BBOOSd  cutter  OB  an  expedition  up 

White  Oak  Kiver  in  charge  of  l'»  b  Mate  Woods. 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

>  At   &:90  a.  mi.  the  eaptaiu  left   the  ship  with  the  first 

cutter  and  whaleboaJ  with  armed  erew  to  go  on  an  expedition.  The 
following  officers  wenl  with  him:  Mr.  Longstreet,  Mr.  Austin,  Mr. 
Collins,  and  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Denson. 

September  >. — At  13:80 a.  m.  the  whaleboat  returned  in  eharjje  of 

Mr.    Austin.      At  1   the   captain    returned   with    the    first    CUttCX,   Mr. 

LongBtreet,  and  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Denson.    At  •  '•:-_".«  Messrs,  i 

and    Mahonev  left  the  >hip   in  the  whulehuat  t<>  ffO   up  Denson's  '    ' 
to  destroy  salt  works.     At  6:U3  Mr.  Austin   l«  l'i   tlu-  ship  in  'he  first 
cutter  to  join  the  captain  at  the  mouth  <>f  Turtle  Uiver.     At '.'  I 
(•ml  cutter  returned  in  charge  ft"  Boatswain's  Mate  Woods,  bringing 
one  refugee. 

8  ,-'■    "'■  r  ■'>■ — At  4:57  a.  in.  Messrs.  Severns  and  Malum  ned 

in  die  vbaieboat,  bringing  with  them  Captain  Denson  and  Miss  Kartell. 
They  report  having  destroyed  _'  salt  works,  l'  furnaces,  and  lo  la 
kettles.  At  4:  LO  p.  in.  the captain  returned  on  board,  the  expedition 
from  Turtle  River  having  destroyed  l  salt  work  and  brought  aown  12 
refugees  and  28  contrabands.  At  8:26*  p.  m.  the  Wary  ^ot  underway 
and  started  for  Turtle  Saver. 

September  ';.     Ai  4:80  p.  m.  the  captain  returned.     At  5:80  the 

schooner  and    the   seeond  eul.ter    returned    from   the  expedition.       Mr. 

Bennett  and  Mr.  Collins  returned  with  Mr.  Denson  and  his  family; 
the\  report  hai  ing destroyed  ■  suit  work  with  0  kettles. 


Ord  Idmii  v  ,1  ■  S.  Wavy* f"  ?-"  "u  ",n,!  l 

/.■>••■.  r.  S.  .V'"\>/.  regarding  assignment  to  duty. 

Fi.ao-Steamk.k  I'hii-adi  i  rui  \ 
Fori  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ft,  August  .'/.  1364, 
Sir:  Yob  will  take  temporary  oonunand  of  the  U.  S.  S.  '  \gua 

during  the  absence  of  Captain  Green  from  that  ship,  unless  a  Buitable 
command  can  be  provided  for  you  sooner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgrkn, 
Bear'Admiralj  <  bmdg.  South  AMantic  Blockading  Syvadi 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Ll 

Flagship. 


Order   of  Sear-Admdral   DaMgren,   &   &  Navy,    to    Lieutenant 

ry,    U.   *S\  .Avfey,    /■'/•   1-uip-',  7    of  tl" 

U.  6'.  8.  Lodona. 

V\.\>    -i  |  '.Miii   Pun  Ai'j.i  rni  \. 
/:„■/  Royal  Harbor,  S.  ft,  Augu 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  tbifl  order  you  will,  without  delay,  assume  tem- 
porary eonunand  of  the  I  .  S.  S.   LodonO, 

Very  respectfully,  TOUT  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlobjbn, 
Bear-Admit  tih  Atlantic  Blockading  •'"■■ 

Lieutenant-Commander  L.   \\  .  Uknky.  U.  8.   N:n  J . 

Port  Royal,  8 
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Letter  from  Captain  Green,  U.  8,  flfaov,  to  •  p,  U.  S, 

Navy*  vtrgtng  y. 

IS.  Ship  John  Ada>; 
OfMorrU  filano\  South  Carolina,  Asigwt  ">.  186$, 

Sik:    I  shall  order  the  Acacio  to  report  to  jTOB  for  blockade  duty,  this 

evening'.  Please  assign  to  hex  her  old  station  oi!  Breach  Inlet,  She, 
with  tin-  Azalea  Kod  ahoeet  Brier,  on  tin'  Inside  line  "i"  blockade,  on 
Breach  Inlet,  ought  to  ^uard  Mali  in.  I  ehv..-rualh 

1  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  blockade  is  violated  through 
the  inlets  on  Boll's  Bay  to  the  northward* 

I  therefore  desire  that  the  inlets  may  be  closely  guarded,  and  thai 
the  Laburnum  be  dispatched  to  Boll's  Bay  with  orders  to  go  inside  and 
anchor  off  the  eastern  end  of  file  island  after  dark  ami  come  onl  b\  or 
before  daylight  This  \<  to  he  continue. I  during  thr  present  "lark 
nights .  in  m-dei  to  ascertain  whether  that  passage  go  Charleston  is  used 
by  blockade  runners,  and  she  should  be  ready  for  slipping  when  at 
anchor  ami    for   instant    offensive  operation.-.   IS  a    \e.--el    passing    in 

would  necessarily  be  obliged  bo  pass  very  near  her. 

There  are  two  large  side-wheel  steamers  inside.    An  intero 
rebel  signal  informs  nsthal  a  craft  of  same  kind  Is  read]  and  watching 

for  an  opportunit\  t<>  run  out. 

The  I'V'.r,  an  old  ni'l  BQCcessfnl  sinner,  is  expected  dally.  I  trust 
die  may  he  discovered  S.  D  attempt  to  run  in.  and  that 

her  progress  may  he  averted  by  linking  her. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J,   V.  I  .i;ki:\. 

and  Senior  Qffi*  \arleston. 

Captain  John   Dk  ('ami*. 

ndg.  l\  8.  8.  Wapaeh*  S  \v<w.  Cffihoro JNoekade. 


;' R"H'- Admiral DaMoren*  U.  8.   ;  n,  U.  8. 

Navy*  to  cooperate  toith    major- General  router*   ('.  8,  A' 
(nmrding  Omj  pritoneritol  <jire. 

Fi.ao-Stkamek  Piiii.adki.phia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ft,  August  SO,  1864. 

Sm:  This  letter  will   reach  you   l»y   the  steamer  which  convoys  an 
irmv transport  to  Charleston  in  which  there  d   to  be  s> 

rebel  offio 

General  Foster  has  ad<l  ne  a  letter  in  relation  to  them,  from 

Which  J  extract  the  following: 

I  wish  to  base  the  ■tawnm  with  tfa  bib  on  boanl  moored  senem   Perl 

W  iL'iicr  m  possible,  BO  that  she  will  be  completely  in  ran^e  "1  the  L'tin*  of  that  fori 
tad  your  irunhoato. 

Tlie  camp  which  I  .tin  oroparinj?  f-T  i hew  prisoners  is  not  finished  u  yet.  but  will 
be  is  i  <-i  :i  few  aaya,  when  they  will be  i  in  themeenti 

possible  preeantioi)  taken  to  i-r.-v.-nt  iho escape «>f  any  of  thorn  prieonere. 

I  desire  that  yon  will  take  such  measures  as  will  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  general 


SOUTH    ATI. A  Ml.      BLOOKAJHHG    syLADRi»N. 

I  wish  you  to  communicate  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  General  Schim- 
.•■.  commanding  the  district. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.).  \.  Dahlgrb 

Rear- A<!  mi  ml.  Qmtdg.  South  Aflat 

Captain  J.  F.  Gbssh.  U.  S.  Navy, 


.  /'.  8. 

\..        .  ...  ■ 

U.  S.  Ship  John   ADAMS, 

r>y  .)/„/  ./.  South 

Sin:  Please  have  the  accompanying  package  of  letters  delivered  by 
u  flap  <>f  truce  off  Breach  Enid. 

Ghve  directions  for  the  rla^-of-truce  l»oat  to  approach  the  inlet  no 
nearer  than  V\  or2  miles,  there  to  anchor  and  waif  the  arrival  <>f  a 
rebel  Sag-oi  -i  row  b  boat. 

The  vessel  from  which  the  boa1  is  sent,  as  well  as  the  boat,  should 

show  ;i  flag  Of  tine 

\  erj  respectfully,  your  ohi-dient  servant. 

.1    1     Gbeen, 

(iif,i,int  ,t„>l  Sent'"  '  fuir/fMt, 

<    ijitnin  John    \)y  I  'AMP. 

Oomdg.U,   R    R  Wabanh,   Senior  Ofien^  OJhUorc  Blockade, 


Cbrrwpondena  r  gthejirln\  /«•>» 

\u&  JO,  18Glf. 

Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,   TJ,  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Qeneral  Foster,  V    8.  Army, 

requeuing  explanation. 

I  lag-Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Fori  Royal  Harbor,  S.  *"..  & 
General:  I  enclose  herewith  papers  just  received  from  the  senior 
officer  Id  I  barleston  Beads,  by  which  it  appears  that  while  a  flag-of  •> 
truce  inuit  from  i In*  squadron  was  communicating  with  a  boal  ; 
a  dag  of  trace  from  Sullivan's  Lsland  the  latter  was  fired  a1  bj 
batteries  on  Morris  Inland. 

I  trust  you  will  at  your  earliest  convenience  enable  me  to  say  that 
this  wasa  mistake.     Please  be  bo  food  as  to  return  the  papersi 
Very  respectfully,  yoorobedienl  m  rvaat, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgren, 
'/.  Comdtj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S 

Majni --General  .'   G.  Foscbe, 

rndg   /></'+.  •>/('■  /A iiihfi, ;/•/,/. s,  Hilton  R 
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Report  of  Captain  Green,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report!  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  outer  blockade  and  of  the  flag-of-txnce  boat. 

['.  S.  Sinr  JOBS  Adams. 
of  Morris  Gland,  S.  r..  August  8  U  186*. 
Sik:   I  enclose   herewith  oopies  oj  communicationa  from  Captain 
De  Gamp  :md  Acting  Ensign  RfeClnre  in  relation  to  the  batteries  on 
Morris  Island  firing  upon  a  rebel  flag-of-trnce  boal  while  in  transit  to 
inert  our  Bag-of-traea  > »< >: * t  in  charge  of  Actio  Met. 'lure. 

anchored  off  Breach  Inlet. 
I  vroold  state  thai  it  is  unusual  for  a  rebel  flag  of  trace  to  come 
i  Moultrie  Point  to  meet  ours  off  Breach  Inlet.     They  generally 
from  the  inlet. 
I  bare  sent  a  copy  oi  Noting  Ensign  Merlin.-  itstemeiri  to  Gen 
era]  Sohimmelfecnig,  with  i  letter  from  myself,  stating  simply  thai  it 

had  been  fOTWaroWl  for  his  information  and  making  no  comment  ujM)n 
the  proceeding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

-I.  F.  Ckkkn. 
(  'apttiin  inn/  S.nliir  (JjfiWr  <>jf'  Ghofiotton. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  DaHLOBJBH, 

i    i  mandfag  >■ 

[  Enclosure*. ) 

U.  S.  Frigate  Wabash. 
QfCharUtton,  S.  ft,  AvQWtSl,  M+. 

Silt:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enelo.se  you  a  communieation 
from  Acting  Ensign  MoClnre,  of  this  ship,  who  went  yesterday  In 
charge  of  a  flag-ox-truce  boat,  agreeablj  to  your  order,  kh  the  p 
pos?c  of  delivering  a  paokageof  letters  to  the  rebel  authorities  n 
Breach  Inlet,  ion  will  perceive  by  Mr.  UcGlureH  report  thai  the 
rebel  boat  bearing  a flag  >>\'  truce,  sent  from  Sullivan's  Island  for  the 
pnrpose of  oommnnicating  with  us.  was  fired  upon  by  our  batteries  on 
Morris  Island,  a  fragment  of  a  shell  falling  into  the  rebel  hoat  and 
other  shells  boXBting  over  and  about  her.  Comment  from  me  is 
unnecessary-1     I  respectfully  place  the  matter  in  your  bands. 

I  am.  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.    Di:  (amp. 
Captain,  (  ting  Outer  Blockade,  off  (  •n.. 

Captain  J.  F.  Green,  V .  S.  Nn 
Senwr  Offici 


I'.  S.  Frigate  Wabash. 

Sir:  In  obodieneo  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  with  ro     In 

toward  Hreach  Inlet.  When  within  about  Si  miles  of  the  beach,  I  i 
off  from  the  Winona  and  pulled  in  toward  the  fort  at  Breach  Inlet.    When 
within  about  1J  miles,  I  shot  iraa  fired  across  am   bow  from  the  forL 
when  1  immediately  anchored.     A  fter  waiting  about  as  hour  I  noticed 
a  hoat  sailing  around  Fort  Moultrie,  and  soon  affel  I  sh  oring  tow 
us.      It  was,  however,  too  far  distant  for  me  to  distinguish  whether  it 
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showed  a  Mag  of  tru 

on  Mom*  (aland  oommenced  firing  at  it,  and  I  notii  fchn 

shells  explode  directly  over  the   boat.      I  -<•  ied 

-mall   Sag  of  truce,  when  I  got  underwaj  and  ~i< xm!  toward  it  undc 
-nil.    On  communicating,  I  found  the  boat  in  charge  of  Lieut 
Jones,  of  General  rlijrgms'  Htaff.     I  delivered  the  p  t.»  him 

Ilr  complained  rerj  bitterly  of  our  forces  on  Morns  Inland 
lnm  while  on  hi*  waj  out     I  i"l«l  liim  I  was  rei  am  thi., 

the  kind  bud  occurred  »ped  thai  every  tl 

inly  expluiued.     Our  loDimuoicatioD  1  retnj 

aboard  ship. 

Very  respectfully, 

(J.  M.  M.r.i  , 

Captain  .1.  Di    I 

Cbmrnandina  Outer  Blockade,  off'  ChatrUto 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  8chimmelfonnif .  U.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Oreen,  V.  S.  Nary. 

Qdqbb.  Northern  Dist.,  Depaktment  of  the  South, 

Morris  A/'//;//,  South  t  <;£. 

Captain:   1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  8lsl  ultimo,  relative  to  the  firing  upon  a  tin 
truce  boat  by  m.v  batteries.     In  reply  allow  nie  \<-  respectfully  inform 
yon  that  m\  orders  from  Major  General  Foster  are  to  receive  no  9 
of  truce  in  this  district,  and  that  in  compliance  with  these  orders  1  I 
instructed  my  picket  approach  of  a  i!  rm-p 

to  warn  it-  bearere  back  by  firing  twice  over  their  beads  and  the  third 
time  to  fire  sharp.     I  must  therefore  beg  that  in  case  the  naval  f. 

to  communicate  by  flag  of  truce  they  will  notify  me  of  the  same 
■beforehand,  otherwise  the  occurrences  of  August  ::d  will  certain!; 
repeated. 

I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  \»\  with  the  hi-  our 

obedient  servant. 

A.    SmiMMI  I.IKNNIO, 

Brigadi 

Captain  J.  1- .  GftBBN,  I'.  8.  Na\  v. 

c    .  ,  landing  Sauadron  •>'/  I  %m 


Letter  from  Major-General  Foater,  V.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U    8.  Navy. 

HbADCJI  ABSEBfl    I'l  r\Ki  KENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

EOioii  //•  .ul.  8.   '..  September  J 1,  !*''',. 

Admiral:  In  my  letter  of  the  8d  instant,  in  answer  to  your  favor  of 

the  1st  instant,  concerning  the    batteries  on  Morris  Inland  tiring  into 
the  Hag-of-truee  boat,  sent  to  < •ommimicale  with  the  Naw,  I   informed 
you  that  I  bad  referred  your  letter  to  Brigadier-General  Saxton.com 
inanding  northern  district,  for  investigation  and  a  report     I  have 
met  received  the  report,  and  find  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the 

hat  ten    w;i>  a'ting    under  order.-  which    1  gave  some  time  .since  to  I  he 
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officers  -i.ti imaivl iriL'-  the  different  district- of  the  deportment,  vh 

allow  no  communication  with  the  enemy  at  any  other  point  than  Port 
Royal  Ferry.  1  informed  Major-General  Jones  ol  this  order,  and 
there  has  been  no  attempt  on  his  part  to  communicate  with  the  army 
l'orci  -  at  <>\  her  points. 

It  m'I'iii.n  from  Captain  Green's  report  that  tin-  enemy".-  lla<M>f-truec 
Imat    Ciine    from    mi    unusual    place,    which    undoubtedly     <au>i<l    the 

officers  of  the  batteries  to  be  suspicious  of  it.  as  they  ilid  not  know 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  tin1  Benior  naval  officer  •"  oommunlcalE  l'\ 

fluff  of  trace.  I  would  respectfully  surest,  that  iii  future,  when  sou 
desiVQ  to  send  a  flag-of-ti  in  c   l»>at   t"  tin-  eiicmv  ut  such  points  BB  arc 

covered  by  our  batteries,  that  you  will  notify  the  commanding  offioex 

of  the  district  of  your  intention  in  time  for  him  fep  give  the  necessary 
orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  \h\  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edicnt  servant, 

3,     Gh     FoNTKK. 

Major-  General,  Commar<</ 
Rear-Admiral  J,  A.  Dahlokkn, 

Oomdg.  8<mth  Atlantic  Blockdg,  Squadron^  I '"it  Royal,  £ 


Order  »f  Rear- Admiral  I >iif<l>/>' <>.   K  \  Nannu  to  Lieu 

./,,•  st ill.tr, H,  ('   S,  Wavy, comma  I  .  SL  8.  Ottawa. 

as  convoy  to  tht  ul  s.  Army  transport*  Obnftd  >ner8. 

PYao-Steamkh  PHILADELPHIA, 
/'.-  Harbor,  8.  < '.,    ivg\  ''4. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Ottawa  uwlei •  \  0U1  command  to  the 
unehoragc  orl  <  .."Imrleston.  oonvoying  the  army  transport  Oreooeni  to 
that  place. 

The  I'f.st-.itt  has  800  rebel  prisoners  on  board,  and  it  is  very  impor- 
tant that  none  -Ik-uI, I  escape;  you  will  therefore  keep  in  oiOM  eonipany 

with  her  and  keep  a  good  Ioojeooj  upon  her  in  order  to  prevent 

atl.iiipt.-  that  may  DC  made  hy  them  to  effort  their  relea.se, 

On  your  arrival  at  Charleston  you  will  report   to  Captain  Joseph  F. 

Green,  senior  officer  present,  for  duty  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  a.  Dahlgbjdt, 

A-  '/■  . \tftfiraly  Oomdg*  South  AjUaatio  Blookad&n 

Lieutenant  Commander  .IaMU  Sni.LWELU  0.  8.   tfai 

f '..  ..  S.  's'.  I 

[Order  ol  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H. 
Russell,  1'.  S.  Navy,  commanding  I  •  Si  s-  Pontiac] 


Lett  Boar-Admiral  DaMgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Chief  "f  Bureau 

qf  Eowfpmmt  and  Recruiting  regarding  coal  *»/sply. 

Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8  <".,  August  31.  ist;jt. 

Sn::    1    have   the   Bureau's  communication   of  I,  . stating  that 

9L3O0  tone  of  coal  were  shipped  to  Port  Royal  the  treek  previous.    At 
the  rate  of  recent  arrival    thismaj  not  he  here  for  ten  days. 
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\  er\   anvptably  a  hark  arriv.-l   tin-  morning,  making  the  stock   «»n 

hand  about  •;* m >  tons. 
The  Bureau  again  recommends  economy,  and  to  which  I  can  on 

reply  that  every    -learner   in   (JM  squadron   thai    is   available.   i>  i 
slantly  employed,  ami  yet  there  are  not   enough  to   perform    the  dut\ 

properly. 

The  expenditure  daily  ig  estimated  at  about  140  to  L60  tona,  by  forty- 
live  steamers  on  duty,  the  remainder  being  under  repair. 

This  i.s  n  consumption  of  aboul  B  tons  per  day;  it  could  nod 
expected  bo  be  leas. 

1  am  BUDJeotl  d  to  much  embarrassment  by  the  occasionally  very  low 
state  to  which  the  stock  ifl  reduced.     At  the  time  of  the  last  arrival  it 
was  200  tons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very                   illy,  your  obedient  servat 

.1.  A.  Darlobbn, 

Iti'ar-Ailiiilral.  •              -•■■/•iti,  Atlantic  Bit                         '.-on. 

Commander  A.  N.  Smith, 

( 'h'i,fof  II            f  Etjuipm>ht  and ■■           '■><,!■ 

[)i,Htrihuti»n  a f  waxi/m  a f  tl»,   s,»ith  AtliDitir  Bloohadmaj  Squadron* 

s.pUnnber  /,  186  J^, 

Kune. 

SUUtOQ. 

Remark* 

Murreli's  Inlet 

k  the  b«r. 
DD. 

Do 

If,. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

1      Ihl-tMT. 

Do 
Do. 
Da 
Do 

INv 
Dn 

Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

muka 



1-.,., 

Ao  . 

do 

....do 

:::::do:::::::::::.. 

<•ut-i.li: 

do. 



:::::do::::::::::::::::::: 



do 

•bulling  vtMfta. 

- 

A                                             J 
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DistribtttUm  of  vessels  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  September  1,  1864 — 

Continued. 


Name. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

do 

• 

•  Ward 

do...' 

Repairing. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

•Para 

do 

Do. 

•  William* 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Repairing;  hospital  ship. 
Repairing;  health  ship. 

do 

jri5?.^  ?":::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Do. 

Do. 

North  for  repairs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

•  Sailing  vessels. 


John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Colvo- 
coresses,  V.  S.  Navy,  requesting  suggestions  as  to  feasible  plan  of 
operation*  in  vicinity  of  Edisto  and  Ashepoo  rivers. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  September  1,  186^. 

Sir:  I  wish  you  carefully  to  consider  the  locality  about  you  and  col- 
lect such  information  as  you  can,  with  a  view  to  some  operation  in 
this  vicinity,  either  up  the  Ashepoo  or  Edisto,  North  or  South,  bearing 

N  w  R — VOL  15 42 
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in  mind,  however,  the  small  force  that  1  am  able  to  >li>j 
inform  me  el  times  of  any  feasible  plan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

.1      A.    lA\HLC,REN. 

Rear  . i ••  '  'omdg,  South  Atlantic  B 

<  lommander  I  >.  M.  (  Iolvoooresc 

•m. 


Order  of  Rear* Admiral    Dahlaren,    !'. 
Commander  /.-■-■,  I     J,    Vavy,  regard** 

Flao-Stbaxeb  PurLADLu-ii i  \. 
Port  Royal  ffarbory  Sj  /.  I $64. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  I     S.  S.  Canandadgjta^nx 
will  relieve  Lieutenant  Commander  .1.  II.  Russell  in  command  of  tb» 

U.  S.  s.  Rmti 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahxobi 
R,<ir-. lihit .mil.  Cmndg.  South  Atlantii   B 

Lieutenant-Commander  8.  R.  Li  <  k. 

'///,//  ('.  s.  8.  ( 'anandaig 


df  /  '(ijrttiin  De  t  'amp,  f.  S.    > 
at  iiixh  .<fi  11  mar  Mary  Bowersbetx  hoal  and 

Island. 

V.  S.  FbJGATE    W  ABASH, 

Off  Charleeton*  S.  < ..  s 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yen  of  the  total  loss  of  the  I 
blockade  runner  Miiry  Poncers.     She  ran  ashore  some  timeduriug  la>t 
night  between  Rattlesnake  Shoals  and  Lona  Island.     Onlj  one  pel 
was  rescued  from  her,  bv  the  Warns*  'to  ana  Sweet  Brier     she  hailed 
from  ( 1  Inflow,  last  from  Heniiiala.  hound  into  ( Charleston,  and  probably 
struck  on  a  Wreck,  as  she   lies  in  3  fathoms  of  water,  about  till 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  ah 

lam.  air,  rerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant] 

J.  DE  1  Amp. 
( 'it, 

ptain  .1.  l'.  Qbbbn,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Si !•'■■•!■  Qjjby <■  /'.'■■  k .•>'. 

P,  8.     The  Mary  ftnoera  is  a  side-wheel    teame]  and  1    anew  re 

.1.  i).  i '. 


r.  s.  Feioate  Wabash, 
,,.  S.  £.,  September  I.  1 
Eta:  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  just  received.     Respecting   the 
wrecked  blockade  runner,  she  proves  to  be  thi  English  side  wheel 

steamer    .)/,  and   not  as  stated   in    my   letter 

morning. 


,  this 
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Richard  Jackson,  a  boy  about  U  years  old,  mi  tin-  only  person 
found  on  board  of  dot.  lie  appears  to  know  little  or  nothing  of  the 
vessel,  except  that  she  wis  to  take  cotton  from  here  to  Halif:i\.  He 
states  that  In-  knows  of  do  cargo  being  on  board.  The  vessel  la 
undoubtedly  lying  on  the  wreck  of  --ohm-  vessel,  as  there  is  deep  water 
:ill  around  her.  Being  almost  entirely  submerged,  \i  Is  almost  impOS 
sible  to  save  anything  from  her.  Bar  bell,  marked  1864,  her  binnacle 
and  compasses,  and  two  kedge  anchors  are  saved;  slsoa  small  quan- 
tity  of  liquor  and  I    tea    signal   Bags.     The    liquor   i  i    put    iii 

charge  of  the  aorgeon  of  the  >hip.     No  dooomenta  of  the  slight 

importance  have  lieen  as  yet  discovered. 

I  am,  sir,  vei  v  respectfully,  your  "j'  int. 

.1    Dfl  Camp, 

(  ty  ■  .  | 
Captain  J.  F.  <Jkkk\,  V.  S.  Navy. 

nf. 


Bepori >■?'  < \wUtir\  Ore* ■■>.  U,  8-  Nivoy^regard  '.< d  block 

miner  Man/  /:• 

L".  S.  Sine  .Ions   Ai>am\ 
Qf  Monit  Idand,  8.  t ..  & 

Sir:   I  have  to  report  thai  the  English  iron  sidt  -wheel  steamer 
Bowers,    bailing    from    Glasgow,   struck    the    Wreck    of    the    steamer 
Georgtona  ofl   Long  Islam!,  about  4  miles  east  of  Breach  [nlet  and  1 
mile  from  tin1  beach,  on  the  night  of  the  Blsi  ultimo,  in  attempting  to 

rim  the  blockade  Inward  and  was  discovered  sunk  and  abandoned,  with 
the  exception  of  a  boy  about  it  veins  of  age,  on  the  following  morn  i 

The  boj  states  this  was  her  second  voyage,  last  from  Bermuda,  with 
a  cargo  chiefly  of  coal  in  hex  bunkers,  hold,  and  on  deck;  thai  I 
small  lighters  only  came  alongside  of  her  previous  to  her  sailing  to 
deliver  cargo  other  than  coal;  that  her  olfiecrs  and  crew  numbel 
about    fifty,    and    that    she    v.  !■  landed    by   a   Scotchman     DAfl 

Hnrsey.      She  is  a  total  wre<  k. 

I  regrel  testate  thai  none  of  the  blockading  vessels  saw  her  until 
daylight  on  the  monung  of  the  1st  in-tant.     If  she  had  sol  grounded 

she  would  have  been  obliged  in  gom?  in  to  pass  the  Sw.  •  t  /.!>■'■ p,  .  1 .><!•  •/. 
and  .  \<;><  '•'. 

[enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Captam  De  Camp's  report  respecting 

her. 

N'crv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I'.  (Ikkkn, 
Captain  and  8enior  Officer  off  I  m. 

Bear-AdmiralJ.  \.  Dabxobun, 

mmanding  South  Atlantic  Bl 


Beport  of  Captain  Oret  > .  U.S.  Vc  ingt/iebi 

btj  Vboundtt  ■■■>'■<  Gkariseton. 

V.  S.  Sim-  .buis   Idamb, 
Off  Morn*  hlandt  8,  <'..  >• . 
I   have  respectfully  to  report,  that  a  large  side-wheel  steamer 
ran  the  blockade  outward  last  night 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC   Mam  kADINU    s^L'ADBOK. 


She  nru  fired  iipoo  by  our  picket  boat.-.     Signal  of  violation  of  the 
blockade  was  immediately  made  by  tlie  repeated   I 

ship,  and,  DOtwithataodlng,  she  was  not  seen  by  any  of  the  out 

blockadin«r  vo>s< 

Limmeaial  pted  measures  to  £  mdefti- 

cieacy  in  mi  g  the  blockade,  and  hope  !<•  i><-  - 1 1 >  1  •  -  t<>  in 

if  imi  I,,  prevent  equency  of  itsviolation  which  b 

late. 

Che  closing  ofMobiia  I  think  has  caused  Uo.-kade  runners  to  run 
sk  of  entering  this  port. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

.1.  F.  Gun 
Captain  and  Senior  <  {tfieer  off  diarlest' 

I  Admiral  .1.  A.  DaHXGK) 
Co  South  Atlantu  Blockading  Sauadr 


Report  of  Captain  J'-    Camp,  ('.  8.  Navy,  w  nte 

.,,,.■  the  outeidt   Mod  fieeeoapeof 

■  "jard-bvun'a 

5.  Frigate  Wabash, 
Off  Chat  S.  C.,  September  6,1864. 

Your  letter  of  4th  instant,  informing  me  that  a  large  side-*  heel 
steamer  ran  out  through  Maffitt'a  Channel  on  the  night  of  the 
been  received. 

lii  obedience  to  your  order  to  make  a  searching  enquiry  and  I 
the  result  aw  to  the  cause  or  causes  why  the  <>ut>i<le  vessels,  pun 
laxly  those  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Breach  Inlet,  tailed  t«» 
intercept  tin-  outward  bound  steamer  last  night,  has  been  complied 
with,  and  I  herewith  submit  the  following  statements  <»t*  the  three 
captains  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Breach  tnfc  t: 

First.  Captain  Barxymora,  <>f  the  .l-v/r/./.  state.-  that  at  the  time 
id.-  - i <_f 1 1 : 1 1  iras  observed  Eroin  the  Sangamon  he  was  on  his  station. 

1'usl  turning  the  Swash  Channel  buoy;  steamed  rapidly  in  for  Breach 
Diet,  saw   the  Astalea  close  in  under  the  laud,   but   saw    no  block 
runner. 

Second.  Captain  Strong,  in  the  Azah ",  states  that   he  his 

station  near  tin"  west  buoy  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoals,  observing  the 
signal  from  the  Sangamon;  immediately  unit  to  quarters  and  stood 
iii-hoii':  Ban  a  vessel  which  turned  oul  to  be  the  Stoeet  Brier;  as© 
mining  the  character  of   the  Steed  Brier %  ran  alongshore  toward 
Bread  Inlet  until  ho  mot  ti  saw  nothing  of  any  blockade 

runner. 

Third*  Captain  Dexter,  of  the  Swtrt  Rri<,\  states  that  at  the  time 
the  signal  wii-  niade  for  s  blockade  runner  he  was  on  his  station  about 
halfwai  from  the  Rattlesnake  wesl  buoy,  standing  inshore  until  he 
made  the  breakers,  but  saw  no  blockade  runner. 

Fourth.  Captain  Luce,  oomraanding  the  Ponti  bs  that  during 

the  night  he  was  on  his  station  cruising  southeast  of  the  light  ship. 

This  is  all  the  information  1  have  been  able  t<>  obtain  upon  the  sub- 
alluded  to.  Th«*  signal  from  the  Si  i  bserved  from 
tins  ship,  but  wa»  not  understood.     I  have  since  been  informed  that 
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dgnala  have  been  changed  since  the  bat  comparison  without-  signal 
book,  which  reqoires  correctioa. 

If  u  large  blockade  runner  passed  out  of  Mallitfs  Channel,  as  stated 
in  your  letter,  it  will  lie  observed  from  tbe  statomeatB  of  the  i1 
captains  blockading  in  the  vicinity  of  Breach  Ealet  thai  she  most  have 
passed  ininn idiately  in  the  vicinity  oi  eaofa  of  them.  1  do  not  question 
the  vigilance  of  either  of  these  oaptaias,  for,  in  my  opinion,  notbl 
would  he  easier  than  for  :i  modern  blockade  rann<  to  i  -.with  uder- 
:ihle  security  in  or  out.  of  the  harbor  of  (  liai  lcston  during  a  favorable 
night.  The  captain  of  the  Sweet  Ii<>  <  informs  ma  thai  tin— peed  of 
his  vessel  is  about  M  knots.  The  . I.r./A  r/,  I  am  inform,  d.  oan  run  ♦> 
knots,  whil>t  tin-  captain  of  the  Aeada  states  thai  hie  vessel's  full 
speed  is  about  10  knots,  bill   sin- draws   more  than  11   feel  water,  and 

is,  therefore,  not  rerj  efficient  as  a  bfookadai  amidst   tin-  saoau  of 

Breach    Inlet   and   Swash  Channel    buoy.      The  Wa/IMoUa   and  \\'ht>oet. 

stationed  east  of  Batttesnake  Shoals,  can  curb  Bteam  about  •;  kaota, 

whilst  the  Pon titu\  draw  ing  S  feet  water,  can  steam  12  knots  par  hour. 
has  the  most  unimportant  station  of  any  <>f  the  outside  bloosaders. 

The  light-ship  and  the  camp  lires  on  Morris  [stand  are  the  very  best 
guides  f-  Ae  bound  out  or  in  at  night.     Whilst  l  deeply  regret 

that  the  outer  blockade  should  have  been  violated,  nevertheless,  ina- 
much  as  I  have  no  control  over  the  vessels  maintaining   the  blockade 
(except   this  skip).  I    can    not    prevent    it.  nor  do    1    know  that    I  GOUld 

F reveal  it  if   I  had   tie-  supreme  control  of  all  the  vessels  in  the  fleet. 
beep  picket  boats  rowing  guard  from  this  -liip  during  the  night,  I 
do  my  Utmost  lo  maintain  strictly  ihc  blockade,  but  I  fear  that  it  will 
be  to  little  purpose  until  we  are  supplied  wilh  a  proper  class  of  vessels 
to  blockade  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and  a  greater  number  of  them. 
1  am.  sir,  scry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  De  Camp, 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green,  IT.  S.  Nary. 

Senior  Officer  I'ir*>»t. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  DaMgn mt  /".  8,   \ 
J/'//  '/  F"st.r.  /',  8.  Army,  vrding 

number  of 'ironclad*  rig  nurd  of  Chatnetb 

No.  440.]  Ki.ao-Stkamek   PHILADELPHIA, 

Port  Royal  Sartor,  8.  f7.,  Septtm  !%^. 

Slit:   I  transmit  herewith  a  comrmmication   from  General  Foster,  in 

reply  to  the  request  of  the  Department  for  his  opinion.  In  relation  to 

the  force  in  ironclads  which  might  l>c  ncce-sar\  on  the  coasti 

As  the  Department  spprises  me  that  there  i<  no  necessity  for  an 

immediate  reply,  1  will  make  up  mine  at  such  intervals  of  leisure  as 
i)  tier. 

Meanwhile.  1  may  state  Bfl  B  met  thai  the  number  <-f  n  ,vhich 

I  am  able  to  keep  in  Charleston  Boads  is  only  four,  and  one  at  ( tas> 
baw,  three  bring  always  in  the  hands  of  the  workmen,  to  keep  their 
boilers  and  bottoms  .lean:  the  speed  in  mostof  them  barely  exceeding 
8fr  knots,  which,  against  11  strong  tide,  becomes  very  low. 
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The  rebels- have  thi  lutg  in  on  Harbor, 

a  fourth  Dearly  ready.    The  fifth  is  at  Savannah  on  duty,  wit! 
ins  I  Kit  i 

It  would  be  difficult  to  play  a  mo 
toonoladsdo  not  even  venture  now  in  the  lowei  >till  it.  it 

optional  with  them  to  come  out,  and  it  is  impossible  to  say  wh 

■  that  the  advantage  1  i * •  —  so  far  with  them  ftfl  to  justify  the 

UhiVellielit. 

The  ni'w  class  of  ressels  which  English  builders  have  contrived  for 
i  be  bonsai  purpose  of  violating  the  blockade,  seeins  well  adapt- 
purpose:  they  an-  very  fast  and  draw  little  water. 
One  or  them  got  past  a  few  daj  -  since,  but  another,  the 

ow,  came  bo  grief  upon  an  old  wreck,  and  bilged;  she  had 
bean  chased  the  same  day,  but  ran  awaj  easHya 

The  plan  seems  to  be  to  come  in  here  as  light  as  possible  in  01 
bo  carry  out  cotton.    The  .1/  bad  nothing  but  ber  coal  and 

Borne  gunny  bags. 

It  is  the  ironclads  within  that  alone  prevent  Charleston  from  U«ing 
as  open  as  Wilmington. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  3  our  ol  at, 

1   A.  Dahlobi 
/,'.",  , \'liuir>'i.  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic Bl 

Hon.  (iii)i(iN    Win  1:-. 

SI  /  tl»  Navy. 

[Enclosure] 
Hkaixji  AKTKKS    1  l:  EHj 

HiUan  Head,  8.  <'..  August  19,  1864. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  commu- 
nication of  the  L6th  Instant,  covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  hon- 
nbl.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  yourself  under  date  of  July 

In  this  letter  he  does   me  tlie   honor  to  state  that  the  Navy  Depart 

stent  would  be  pleased  to  have  me  address  yon  r  commi  »n  in 

reply  to  certain  enquiries  therein  contained,  which  enquiries  are  jus 

follows: 

First,  (an  any  of  the  monitors  attached  to  your  fleet  la-  withdrawn, 
having  due  regard  I  •  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  within  your 

>■•  •uiuiaiid  .' 

Second.  Aral  monitors)  absolutely  essential  to  tho  holding 

po  1  of  the  Southern  coast  I 

Third.  Can  the  blockade  of  Charleston  be  maintained  without  theml 

Fourth,  Can  Morris  Island  be  hell  by  the  niilitarj  forces,  protected 
by  wooden  vessels,  iu  cose  all  or  part  of  the  monitors  shall  be  with* 
draw  n  .' 

Permit  me  to  express  to  the  Navj  Department,  through  yourself, 
the  compliment  which  the  honorable  Secretary  has  thus  been  pleased 
to  pay  me. 

In  all  consideration  of  the  amount  of  force,  whether  militai 
naval,  necessary  to  be  kept  upon  this  coast,  it  should  be  steadily  held 
In  view  that  the  footho]  must  be  retained.     Charleston 

and  Savannah  should  always  be  regarded  as  being  sooner  or  later  nec- 
essary objects  of  atta  '■       Dheir  value  as  bases  from  which  to  strik 
the  interior  lines  of  the  Confederacy  is  self-evident     1  believe  that 


' 
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both  or  either  of  those  places  can  betaken  whenevei  u  large  i 
can  agaio  be  sent  bare,  i  now  more  vital,  im 

i        i  ii-rnT.il  (iillmore  bad  when  he  left  this  department 
Hut.  of  ooursi    oqt  present  depots  sod  landing  points  most  be  main- 
tained.    Bencs   I  earnestly  under  all  circum- 
stances, of  such  n  naval               wiD  insure  our  present  occupancy  of 
the  coast. 

Tin*  limil  force  under  my  command  is  inadequate  to  make  an 
xi \ «•  movement.     I  do  not  even  regard  it  us  sufficient  i<>  make  s  buc- 
ful  joint  advance,  should  the  Navy  attack  Charleston,  at  the  present 
time. 

Under  existing  eircumstaiieee,  therefore,  I  believe  that  nothing 

ujrjr  revive  i-uii  Ik-  siuves.s  fully  attempted  at  this  point  without  an 
increase  of  the  land  forces. 

L'ntil  such  additional  troops  run  he  sent  here  without  prejudice  to 
tlie  more  important  operations  now  goin<£  on  elsewhere.  1  am  im-hm  I 
to  the  opinion  that  the  naval  force  ean  !><•  judiciously  reduced  to  what- 
ever poinl  is  consistent  with  a  sure  maintenance  or  the  blockade  and 
the  undisturbed  occupancg  of  our  pre  itions  on  the  coast    The 

determination  of  that  exact  poinl  Es\oi  001  wei  question. 

So  important,  bowever,  are  the  \  beld  by  us,  and  10 

§1   it  is  toe  value  of  Government  pn»p  n  undated  st  these  points. 

iat  in  answer  to  the  first  enquiry  ot  the  honorable Se  I  would 

respectfully  soggest  that*  should  you  advisaan]  reduction  of  the  moo 
itors  in  your  squadron,  at  least  four  ironclads  should  be  retained 
This    number  would  allow  two    for  Charleston    Harbor  and  one 

OhsaHhw  Sound,  with  an  extra  ons  to  relieve  sotherofthe  others  iu 
case  of  any  accident. 

Iu  reply  to  the  second  question,  I  would  state  that,  in  my  judgment, 

serviceable  ironclads  are,  in  the  present  condition  of  my  army,  essen- 
tia] to  holding  possession ol  the  Southern  coast. 

Third.  1  think  it  doubtful  whether  tin-  blockade  of  Charleston  ean 
be  maintained  without  Ironclads,  bat  in  this  connection  I  beg  to  refer 
my  answer  to  (he  next  ami  last  enquiry. 

I'ourtii    [n  case  of  the  removal  of  all  the  monitor-.  UDorris  Island 
run  M-i-fninK  in-  held  i»y  the  military  forces,  protected  by  wooden 
vessels,  provided  that  inch  wood*  an       I-  are  numerous  and  -tronjr 
enough  to  prevent  the  rebel  ironclads  from  coming  outside  of  Chaj 
ton  I'ar. 

Should  the  wooden  vessels  be  unable  to  prevent  the  rebel  ironclads 

from  proceeding  t<>  sea,  I  -till  think  that  my  Forces  could  occupy  Mor« 
ris  [aland  until  reinforcements  could  be  obtained,  but  I  shoul.1  appre- 
hend the  danger  of  successful  attack  upon  such  of  our  position-  ae 
undefended  m  regular  and  strong  Fortifications,  as,  for  example, 
Beaufort  and  the  naval  and  army  stoi  ehouses  and  shops  at  St.  Helena, 
n-  I  do  not  regard  the  fortiti  it  the  entrance  of  this  hariairas 

sutlicient  to  prevent  the  pas-aj/e  of  ironclads. 

1  nil.  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

.J.  (t.  Foster. 
3/  '  bnwukndwiff. 

Bear- Admiral  Johb  A.  Dahlqhbh, 

,-///'/  South  Atlantic  Jilockadnuj  Squadron, 
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/  the  Secretary  <>/  tht  Navy  to  the  commando  m 
Bv  wiling  t/t*  U.  S.  8.  Orv< 

Navy    Df.partmkm.  s, ,  ,  1864. 

Sir:  As  soon  an  the  U.  S.  S.  Orvetta  is  readv  f  I  her  to 

firoceed  to  Port  Royal  and  report  for  duty  in   the   South  Ath< 
Uookadiag  Squadron.     She  can  take  any  store.-*  that  may  l>e  ready 
ml  to  that  squadron. 
Very  respectfully, 

(irDEON  Wki.i 
Secretary  ■ 

Etaar-Admirai  S.  H.  Stringham, 

tmdoni  Xavy  Yard,  Boston. 


Rtar-Admiral  Uahlgren^  I'-  8.  S">'t/,  t»  Major- General 
Foster,  U,  8,  .  I  "/•//.  regarding  posswiL  aid  t>>  I  ^mers  esoap- 

fyom  a.- 

Fi.ag-Stf.amf.k  PHILADELPHIA,  S>j  >,  186$. 

(iknkhal:  In  reply  to  your  note*ol"  to-daj  .  it  is  possible  that  tx 
might  issue  from  Morris  Island  after  dark  ami  spread  therosi 
tin-  lower  harbor,  aatess  the  moon  be  too  bright,  so  that  if  any  of  our 
friends  t_r<>t  that  rat  the?  might  '*•  helped.    Whether  any  actual  ret 
eould  be  obtained  is  rather  problematical. 

1  atu,  very  respectfully,  your  ol»edicnt  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlqri 
Jit 
Mnjor-Goneral  Foster. 

Ckti  •'  '  if  the  South. 


Report  of  Major-  General  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  pos&itte  aid 
to  Union  prisoner*  escaping  from  CharL* 

Hkaimjuaio-krs  Department  of  the  Sot  m. 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Septemh.r  7,  186$. 

(iEN'ERAL:  *  *  *  I  have  secret  information  that  some  of  the  offi- 
oers  in  Charleston  an?  to  attempt  to  escape  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday 
night  1  shall  gxi  up  to-morrow  and  be  ready  to  aid  tBem  if  oppor- 
tunity OOOUCB.  At  any  rate,  I  propose  to  attack  and  capture  or  drive 
off  their  picket  boats. 

I  propose  also  bo  send  a  strong  boat  party  to  enter  Dewees  Inlet, 

and.  landing  on  die  mainland  in  the  rear  of  Mount  Pleasant,  to  search 
for  any  escaped  prisoner!  that  may  have  made  their  way  across  the 
Cooper  River  t«>  Bobcaif  Point 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours. 

J.  G.  Foster, 
Major-  Gen  <  j  <al ,  I  bm  m  •  ■ 

Major-Cieneral  Hali.f.ck,  L\  S.  Army. 

*.Nut  found. 
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Al'xtm.-t  fog  ,>f  the    r.  s.  s.  Aoaeia*  Acting   Matter   Barrym 

r.  8.  \"r;/. 

mberS*  186&. — Off  Charleston,  S.  ( J.     At  0:US  p.  m.  anchored 
near  the  channel  buoy.     Mowing  verj  heavy.     Veered  to  80  fathoms. 

At  10:4a  saw  ji  blockade  runner  coming  out  Maifititfe  Channel;  slipped, 

bent  to  quarters,  and  commenced  liring  rapidly  at  her.     Several  shots 

struck  ber.    Binding  the  vessels  olodng  in  on  her,  she  tacked  and  ran 
back.     Made  signal  to  fleet  "Blockade  runner  going  in,"  the  Am 
and  Sweet  Brier,  dose  inshore,  firing  at  ber,     At  11  p,  m.  steamer  ran 

ashore,  then  backed  off  and  stood  for  Charleston  Harbor. 


Report  of  ('tipiit'iu  Green*  U.   S.  ding  the  attempted  to 

of  blockade  by  ti 

V .  S.  *uw  Joan  Adams. 
Off '  Morrl*  bland*  8.  C9  September  6,  /■>'&£. 
Sir:  1  have  to  inform  you  that  cue  or  two  steamers,  the  Dumber  I 
have  not  yet  satisfactorily  ascertained,  ran  or  attempted  to  run  the 
blockade  lost  night. 

The  night  was  very  dark  and   boisterous,  and   1   urn  encouraged  to 
hope  from  the  efforts  made  bv  the  vessels  inside  and  out  to  OaptUTe  OT 

destroy  them  that  the  blw  kaa*  i  an  and  will  in-  made  efficient. 
I  eneloce  herewith  a  eopy  of  Acting  Master  Bsrrymorefa  report,* 

relating  to  his  proi  i  eiling.s  to  intercept  her  or  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Gbwbk, 

i  ///'■  Si-nior  Officer  off  OharU 

Bear-- Admiral  J.  A.  Dai^ 

Com  ■•/  S"utli  Athi  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  DafUgren*  U*  8.  Navyx  ''>■'"> 

mandt-r  S//7/ir,/,\  I'.  S.   .\<n-;/,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ottawa,  to 
amwnt  ■din  St.  ■/»/./■'*  /River*  Florida. 

Flag- Steamer  PHILADELPHIA, 
l'»rt  Rmjal  //arbor,  8$  0,  180^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  St.  John's  River,  Florida,  with  the  Ottawa 
under  your  command  and  relieve  Commander  (reiirhton.  in  command 
of  the  naval  forces  in  that  river.  You  will  receive  all  information 
from  Commander  Creighton  necessary  toassis(  yon  in  the  performance 
of  your  duties  there;  you  will  also  receive  tin   pilol  from  the  Mktgoe* 

Vou  will  keep  me  advised  of  an\  occurrences  of  interest;  also  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  naval  depot  hers  of  the  wants  of  the  i 
Bela  in  the  St.  John's  In  the  way  of  supplies  of  coal  and  proi  ision,  etc. 

Vou  will  be  careful  not  to  cross  tie-  baa  at  St,  Joiurfi  till  you  are 

Satisfied  that  you  can  do  BO  R  ith  Bafet 

If  you  are  short  of  coal,  stop  at  Port  Royal  for  a  supply. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.   \.  Dahlobbh, 
lintr-Ai/mii-iii.  Oomdg,  South  AMantii  Blockading  Souadi 

Lieutenant-Command  rr  James  Bl  ii.i.wki.l. 

mmandvng  U.  8.  8.  Ottawa, 


r,r,r, 


Mil  TH    ATLANTlf    BLOCK  U> 


Ordorfrwn  Rcai 

Fl.AOMUI'   I'M 

Su::  [enclose  herewith  (which  please  return)  a  communication* 
General  Poster.     You  will  cause  tin-  boats  which  la*  ask*  from  Die  t- 
assist  in  the  intended  move  to  be  ready  al  the  appointed  spot  and  I 
uitli  such  directions  u  will  beai  carrj  oul  thegeneraPe 
1  : 1 1 1 1 .  \<  peotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.    I  >AHLGB1 
iuin  (Jhf.KN. 

■■'■»■  Qflbto  i .  t  Tuwfaton  A'' 


C'tnitiii/,  '.-,■:      .  I  .  >,    Y.fi/,  '■■  i  aptait,    D  U,  S.  A 

fa  furnish  b'xit.*-  tO  -» 

>><•  '  st>ii),   S.  i  '. 

I     S.  Ship  John    \i-\ 
Of  Morris  Isfanff,  S.  <  ..   Septcmh      . 

Su;:    I  cnd'i-r  lirri'w  il  li  u  ropy  of  a  letter  receil  ©d  from  the  U'lliiiial 

i  lli-.    l: 

( )ne  lauiirii  w  idi  h.>w  \v/.w  and  three  hoatsof  our-  will  ooopera 
army  boats  inside  of  Morris  Island,  an  ilance  of  them  fc 

paoy  army  steamers  to  Dewees  Inlet. 

Please  Bend  t ! * -, ■  launch  with  howitzer  and  three  l>oata  inside 
tug  which  eonveys  this  to  report  to  me,  and  have  the  rema  I  the 

boate  prepared  for  the  expeditions  ready  at  the  Wabrtxh,  i"  be  tak. 
ton  t>>  army  steamers  when  they  call  for  them. 

Place  a  reliable  officer  in  charve  of  each  boat  and  give  instruotioua 
to  the  senior  officer  of  those  detailed  for  Dewees  Inlet  to  coop  i 
with  the  unm  to  the  liest  of  his  ability  in  accomplishing      e    • 
tin1  expedition. 

I  have  not  been  informed  of  the  army  plan  for  the  conduct  of  tin* 
expedition,  and  therefore  ran  only  tfivi-  general  in>truetion*. 

Should  I  receive  particular  information  in  regard  to  it  I  will  imu 
diatoly  communicate  it  t<>  yon, 

Very  reepectfullg  .  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Gbjuh 

I  <!j>ttlir>   'I nil  S,ni<;-   n,f,.;r  ,.f  f  :■ 

Captain  .I<»n\  Dr.  Ciarp, 

Comdg,  U.  8.  8,  Wabash^  Seniot 


l.-ii  tbiUral  Dahlgren,  I  .  S.    Vany,  >•>  Captain 

I ".  q.  .V'ir,/,  r,ft/'ir>  /•' tin  rtf  the  blockade, 

1-"i.m;  Si  i.\mki:    1'iiu,  \  hki.I'Iii  s. 

Hoyal  Harbor \  {864. 

Sir:    1  have  your  ••oiiniiuiiii  ution  of  the  2d.  wit  oscd  of 

Captoun  De  Camp  {September  L),  in  relation  to  the  blockade  rim 

•Hoi  I i  J 

I  ..r  moor!  of  army  operation-  m  Official  Beooidfl  of  tl"-  Dnion  and  Confederate 
Artufca  in  the  Wei  d<  tin-  Rebellion,  Volume  WW,  Purl  II.  p.  281. 
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Mary  Boweref  also  yours  of  the  4ili.  stating  tin-  escape  outward  from 
Charleston  of  another  blockade  runner.     In  i-oili  oases  our  outside 
sals  .-:iw  nothing  <>f  either. 

Vou  observe,  "I  regret  t"  state  that  Bone  of  the  blockading  vesselti 
saw  her  until  daylight  oo  the  morning  of  1 1 » « -  Let  instant  If  she  had 
in. i  grounded  she  would  have  be*  ped,  in  going  in.  to  peas  the 

Sir,,  t   lit  i  it. I    .  |,  ... 

It  fa  singular,  that  while  so  many  oruisera  should  have  been  on  the 
track,  the  Bower*  was  not  caught  By  either  of  them,  but  by  ■  Bunken 
wreck  that  lay  in  her  course.  This  looks  very  unpromising  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  blockade*  and  is  not  improved  by  the  Del  tidal  two 
three  nights  afterwards  21  Bteamer  passed  oat  in  the  same  direction 
and,  as  you  observe,  was  not  seen  by  any  of  the  outside  blockade  ree> 

>il-.  though    signals   were  duly  made    from   within    by  the    Sangatl 
and  repealed  by  the  Adam*. 

If  vessels  wen-  stationed  on  the  COUXSe  of  il  1,  as  it   is  pre- 

sumed was  the  case,  there  has  been  some  lack  of  vigilance  on  tln-ir 
part,  which  I  trust  will  he  arranged. 

The  apparent  race  as  of  the  Acacia  on  the  subsequent  night  in  driv- 
ing hark  B  steamer  i-  mOTG  Satisfactory. 

I  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  stations  assigned  to  the  .-•■■». « - 1  :i  1  ve-s»ds 
in  the  course  leading  into  Sullivan*-  Kslana  Channel,  the  instructions 
they  have,  and  whether  from  yourself  01  the  senior  officer  outside. 

All  the  light  and  fast  steamers  of  the  squadron,  will    one  exception, 

arc  collected  off  Charleston,  in  order  to  render  the  blockade  effective. 
Vow  have  the   Prmtia  iita,    Lea 

The  Oanandaioua  and  Jhu       i     only 
ni  for  repairs  and  will  Boon  return,  and  I  nave  ordered  the  0ft 
to  exchange  for  the  \Rrujoej  these,  witi  the  inside  monitors,  tugs,  and 
picket  boats,  should  maxe  it  difficult  foi  an]  vessel  to  pass  in  unseen. 

Very  respeetfully.  your  obedienl  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobbk, 

/it  at-  Ail  in!  ml  %  <  t.iiif  '  A(l'i/it!f  Blockadi '■■ 

<  aptain  J.  I".  («ui:i 

Officer  ",f  Charietton. 


Ordei  vf  Rear-  IdmiraJ.  DaMaren^  U.  &    Yamy%to  I 

!'.  s.  .Yttr,/.  iding  f.  &.  S.  /''/>/»/,  urgit 

th*  escapt  oj' : '  ,./•  Water  Wttch. 

Fi.ac.miii'  Puii.aiui  .mi  i,  Septet 

Sum  1  am  infoi  med  just  non  thai  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  escape 
from  Ossahaw  with  the  Water  Witch^  better  armed  than  before,  and 
another  vessel  n  ith  her. 

Von  will  make  every  exertion  to  prevent  this,  using  all  vigilance, 
and  the  guns  ready  for  \\>^  at  =i  moment. 

I  will  -end  a  vosi  1  to  aid  vou  in  lilockiny  passages  whieh  nre  of  too 
little  draft  for  the  Fhuj. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

.1.  a    I  Uhlqbbn, 
Bear-  Adam 
Captain  Williamson. 
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Order  of Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  V*  S.  Nai*y,  to  Lieutenant  Samp- 
son, C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Da/  Ching,  to  assist  in  pre- 
ventive the  escape  of the  .steamer  Water  Witch. 

Flagship  Philadelphia,  September  8,  1864- 
Sir:  I  have  just  boon  informed  (2  p.  in.)  that  the  Water  Witch  and 
another  vessel  will  attempt  to  escape  from  Ossabaw.  In  the  absence 
of  a  more  suitable  vessel,  1  wish  you  to  repair  to  Ossabaw  and  assist 
the  Flag  in  stopping  and  capturing  these  vessels,  her  draft  not  being 
very  convenient  in  that  channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant  Sampson, 

Commanding  Dai  China. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  ('.  S.  Navu,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
h,  S.  moi'tar  nchwrni'  John  Griffith  at  Port  Royal,  S.   C. 

No.  453.  ]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  September  8,  1864. 
Sir:  T  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  mortar  schooner 
John  Griffith,  Acting  Master  James  Ogilvie  commanding,  arrived  in 
the  harbor  to-day,  and  has  been  assigned   temporary  duty  on  this 
station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Ratr- Admiral,  dim  do.  Smith  Atlantic  blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Order  of  Captain  Green*  V.   S.   Nary,  to  Captain  De  Camp,  U.   S. 
Nary,  modifying  blockading  instructions. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Off  Morris  Inland.  South  Carolina,  September  8,  186^. 
Sir:  The  order  requiring  the  outside  blockading  vessels  to  keep 
underway  during  the  night  is  so  far  modified  as  to  allow  them,  par- 
ticularly those  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Breach  Inlet,  to  remain 
at  anchor  for  two  or  three  hours  in  one  berth,  and  then  to  shift  their 
anchorages,  selecting  positions  as  will  best  enable  them  to  enforce  the 
blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Captain  John  De  Camp. 

Comdg.  V.  S.  S.  Wahash,  Senior  Officer,  Offshore  Blockade. 

Note.— Four  steamers,  the  Druid,  Syren,  Fox,  and  Stag,  have  run 
in  and  the  Gemrol  Whiting  has  run  out  within  the  past  week  or  ten 
davs,  and  two  fast  steamers  are  expected  in  nightly. 

The  rebels  are  fitting  out  privateers  at  Wilmington  and  this  place 
to  capture  merchant  vessels  along  this  coast.  Rumor  says  that  the 
Stag  is  to  be  converted  into  one. 
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Order  of  Rear- .  .'•/>//•<//.  /'   fi 

p    Sforte,    f'.    &,    dfavy,  to  tUSUNk    *.->•. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua. 

Flu; ■  Stf.amkh  PHILADELPHIA, 
Pot  v         Harbor,  8.  <:.  September^  1804, 
Sir:  You  arc  hereto  detached  from  the  LT.  8.  8.  and  will 

report  without  delay  to  Commander  J.  ('.  Williamson,  commanding 
l'.  S.  S.  Fluij,  senior  officer  present,  for  temporary  command  of  the 

U.  S.  S.   ('<lnii/t>f<n<;u(l. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.).  \    Dahlorbn, 

/,',;,/.       ]  South    Af/'lfifir   Ii  >„,>. 

Lieutenant-Coiniiiander  E.  K.  Stonk,  l\  S.  Navy. 

■  hi.  /'.  S.  $,  OsMibaw. 


Order  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Captain  !><■  Camp*  U,  S. 
NbvyiJbr  the  concentnxii>>n  of  the  vewah  >>/  th<  outeid*  Uookadd, 

['.  s.  Sun-  John  Aimms. 

Off  Morrln  IxIiuhL  South   '  r  /".  1864. 

Sus:  (.'oneentrate  all  the  outside   blockading  vessels  about    M.itliit  -. 

Rat&Iesnake,  and  Swash  channels,  forming  two  lines,  the  inner  od  the 
light  and  outer  of  tiis  heavy  draft  ve*  d  after  you  have  done  so, 

please  inform  nic  of  the  stations  of  esu-h. 

1  liavp  reason  to  believe  that  the  iteemer  which  res  out  last  night, 
after  clearing  Drunken  Dick  Shoal,  turned  to  the  southwai 

Hie  services  ef  the  boats  ordered  to  be  in  i  i  to  cooperate 

with  tin-  army  will  probably  not  be  required 

The  seven  prisoners  ordered  to  be  Bent  t"  l'"'t  Uoyal  hy  thi 
and  placed  on  hoard  of  the    Vetr  //■■■  for  saie-kee.pin<,r  nui\   In 

sent  by  die  first  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  Obedient  servant, 

.1.  P.  (Juki 
Captain  ami  Senior  Offrcr  off  1 

Captain  Jons'  Dl  t\ 

Gotndg.  ('.  8,  8,  Wabash^  8mhr  '{;}<•■■  >■.  Qff»hor\  l'>i<«kade. 

Since  w  rit  i t i LT  the  ahove  the  army  have  requested  tWO  launches,  well 
officered,  manned,   and   armed    with  howitzers,    and  also   two    ten   or 

twelve  oared  cutters,  which  they  will  man  with  their  own  men,  to  go 
on  a  reoonuoiteiing  expedition  to  Dewee's  Inlet,  etc  Thi  launches' 
crew  should  have  provisions  for  four  days.     IMea.se  have  the  boats 

above  named  ready  by  fl  p.  m.  for  army. steamers  that  will  call  for  them, 

and  give  orders  to  the  offlcen  in  charge  of  the  launches  irate 

with  the  army  bo  the  best  of  their  ability. 
The  army  officer  in  charge  ot  the  expedition  will  commuii, 

and  show  vou  his  instructions. 

J.  1-.  (Ii:i,kv. 


l'.  S.  Smr  John    Apams, 

r  //.  1864, 

Sin:  In  compliance  with yoar  order,  ta 
in--    |  ■  ■rate,  with  the  army  on  the  night  ot   the  7th  instant, 

being  detailed  tor  Light  House  and  -even  for  Dewey's  inlets.  <  >■ 
t<>  ihc  weather,  the  latter  were  not  called  for,  and  the  former  could 
enter  Light-House  Inlet  until  die  next  day.  They  remained  inside 
night  and  retained  without  performing  any  serai 

Two  launches,  manned  ami  armed  with   howitzers,  and  two 
weii  tied  last  afoot,  to  accompi  steamers  in!  >the  inlets 

between  Ijoulj  [aland  and  Boll's  Bay.  Tncy  are  now  absent.  A 
steamer  ran  out  night  before  last,    sin-  was  discovered  in 

ial.-  were  made  inside,  and  repeated  "in 
repeatedly  by  the  An, a,  and  three  times  by  the  Azalea^  and 

escaped.  She  endeavored  to  run  two  of  our  picket  boats  down;  they 
luii<-lv  escaped  by  passing  one  ouch  side  of  her,  firing  upon  her  with 
musketry  as  she  was  passing  by. 

The  picket  tugs  and  boats  were  tired  upon  by  Moull 
and  th<'  Gladiolus  had  her  flagBtaif  sbol  away. 

The  frequent  ••  rotations  of  the  blockade  o3   this  port  oertaini 
in.  fimeney  <>i'  tin-  mi  d  to  prevent  it. 

The  commanding  officers  of  blockading  vessels  appear  to  l>e  . 
to  maintain  it.  and   from  their  increased  watchfulness  and  actn 
inside  and  outside  of  the  bar  I  feel  quite  confident  that  it  can  not 

continued  without  great  risk  of  rapture  or  destruction  to  the  violet* 

1  send  by  th«-  fferanium   the  boj  secured  from  the  steamer  .1/ 
and  also  hai  I  the  seven  prisoners  put  on  board  of 

Wabash  I iy  the  H"t>',st  M  .  1         pi     iago  in  her  to  Port  Boyal. 

The  -d  lure  Friday  night. 

The.  JSahant  ia  in  immediate  want  of  i  ml  ropes. 

Very  respect  fully,  your  ol..  nt. 

J.  F,  Gun 
Captain  and  Senior  OjfU  Hon, 

Kear -Admiral  J.  A.  Dablgrer, 

•  ommandii  ■'<•  Block 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahigren,  U,   S.  X"\>/.  >■■ 
'on  qf  affairs  <■»  wu  *j ■•  ■ 

No. 469.]  Fi.ac -Stkamki:   IIaijvkm-  Moon. 

Off  Morris  TslarrJ,  Seph-mler  /.'.  fftftf. 
Bur.  Since  my  last,  of  tho  17th  of  August,  no  change  has  occurred 

in  the  g raJ  si  lava]  a flairs  in  this  quarter  or  the  condition  of 

the  squadron.     The  l'»tt>i„*k<i  (hoovered  a  large  quantity    of  turpen 
line  and  resin  in  the  White  Oak  River  [Cn  a  small  port 

only  could  Ik-  brought,  Captain  Swann  destroyed  the  remainder.     A 
op\  of  bbe  report  was  enclosed  to  the  Department. 

The  Sonoma  and  Ward  both  contributed  men  and  boats  to  Com* 
mander  Colvocoreesea'  expedition,  already  reported  by  me,  and  the 
reports  in  detail  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Department 
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Two  powder  scows  have  been  .    ■  ■    ■  near  Sumter 

bv  the  army,  but  with  no  visible  effect. 

I  have  landed  a  battery  of  XI-inch  guns  on  Morris  Island  (with  the 
requisite  ammunition)  and  To  men  under  Lieutenant -Commander  E.  <). 
Matthews,  bnt  rears!  to  -ay  that  tin*  limited  force on  the  island  bas 
dclayt-d  the  completion  of  the  traverses,  magazines,  etc.,  and  thus 
delays  the  opening  of  the  battery,  though  the  guns  si  re  mount 

An  Intimation  reached  me  on  the  8tfa  in-taut  thai  tin-  Water  Witch 
was  awaiting  an  opportunity  ibaw  with  a  consort. 

The  /'"  stationed  there  had  been  disabled  in  her  BteaDi 

She  was  relieved  by  tin-  >n.  the  port  ln.il.-r  of  which  irave  out 

BXpeetedlv  enough,  thna  disabling  the  tad  compelling  me  to 

take  one  of  the  blockading  force  thai  could  best  be  spared  from 
Charleston  (the  /V'./i,  with  a  sufficient  battery,  but  with  less  speed 
and  more  draff  (13  feet)  than  might  be  convenient,  asthe- TT7////'  Wit-rh, 
drawing  much  less,  might,  in  the  darkness,  posh  bj  at  long  range. 

Tin Ti'  \\  -iv  efficient   vessel  at  hand  when  the  rumor  of  her 

intended  movement  reached  me.  and  looking  at  the  misohief  which 
such  a  cruiser  might  work,  if  once  loose,  I  was  compelled  to  signal  the 

OtmOTTOft,  with  her  only  boiler,  to  return  to  Ossabaw  and  to  the  Dai 

Chang  to  accompany  bar,  though  the  latter  had  been  waiting  for 

repairs,  which  were  {<,)\-  some  time  needed. 

Two  days  afterwards  (September  10)  the  Gnunndounta,  which  hud 
been  under  repair,  being  ready.  wa>  di-patehed  to  relieve  these  crip- 
pled  vessels  (the    /W   Giving  and    Cimarron),   with   Instructions  to 
■  until  1  could  Bummon  a  gunboat  with  le    draft  bnt  suffi- 
cient  armament.     This   did   not   happen    before   the    I  1th.    when   the 

8oncma  came  in  for  repairs  and  coal,  but  was  ordered  at  once  toOasa- 
iiiiw,  bo  that  I  have  now  the  Ftaff,  Gmandaiffua,  Sonoma,  and  the 
tuff  Clover  T<>  stop  the  issue  <>f  the  Water  Witt  >'>  and  consort. 

I  bave  mentioned  these  details  in  order  that  the  Department  may  be 
fully  informed  of  the  difficulty  which  I  experience  with  the  present 
means  bo  meet  the  bscreasing  demands. 

The  new  \\g\ it  draft  and  fast-sailing  blockade  runners  sre  arriving 
at  and  escaping  from  Charleston  with  better  prospects  than  before 
in-'  Department  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  report,  and  the  Water 
Witch)  with  a  consort,  is  threatening  to  escape  from  Ossabaw,  per- 

hap>  to  [)lundcr  and  destroy  to  the  amount  of  a  million  or  more. 

Tin-  t'.iu!  ./,,!,, . ■>•  and  .  whirh  have  SOUS  home  out  of  eondi- 

tion.  are  well  supplied  bv  the  rautfoc  and  Mnuit,,,  but  the  Cimarron 

i-  DOW  disabled  and  may  Dave  to  be  lowed  North. 

Therefore  1  hope  it  may  be  perfectly  convenient  tot  the  Depart 

mmt  to  enable  me  to  check  these  enterprises.     A  few  more  lie;ht 

od  I  half-dozen  more  fcng  invaluable  little  craft]  a  ill  be 

thankfully  received. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Beck,  who  was  sent  by  the  I  >epartment.  He  left 
the  vicinity  Of  Charleston  about   two  months  since.      His  information 

was  better  in  respect  to  obstructions]  mosading  torpedoes,  than  what 

I  had. 

1  Bent  him  afterwards  to  General  Poster. 

The  company  of  diveis  which  1  have  organized  promt*  -  to  be  of 
great  use.     Tli<-\  bave  already  cleaned  more  than  one-half  of  the  IS 

/.  and  will,  if  they  continue  as  well,  supersede  the.  present  verj 
costly  arrangement    Bat  our  apparatus  is  very  Indifferent  and  the 
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new  parte  thai  I  asked  for  have  n<  I.  which  has  compi  n< 

\.  i  Bead  dm  of  the  superintending  officers  to  New  ¥01  k  to  expedite 
transmission  of  these  artli 

I  U:i\  b  the  honor  to  be,  verj  ibedient  san 

•I    \.  Dahlgki 
Star  J-  th  Atlantic  B 

lion.  (ill)KON    Wki.i.ks. 

wy  of  the  Navy. 


/,'  of  Captain  A  I 

on  i 

U.  8.  Frigate  Wabash, 
cy  ( 'A  *  V64. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  LOth  instant  the 
composing  the  oatei  blockade  have  been  arranged  in  two  lines,  us  ft 
.  viz: 
in  latitude  83°  42'  N  .  longitude  7:<    »7  W.,  at  the  initial  >, 
stationed  the  steamer  Zaburmtm.     North  of  her,  immed  Q  i 

Swash  Channel,  is  stationed  the  steamer  A  Northof  the 

distant  about  l  mile  and  at   the  north  of  North  Channel,  no 
marked  "I*.  S."  on  the  charts,  is  stationed  the  steamer 
Northed  the  Sweet  ///•<'.,•  and  immediately  south  of  Drunken   Dick  is 
stationed  the  steamer  Pontiac.    North  of  the  Pvntiac,  distant  about 
1  mile  and  as  near  the  shoal  as   possible,  is  stationed  the 
Acacia*     Thia  establishes  the  inner  line  of  the  outer  blockadi 
second  Una  of  vessels  extends  from  1  mile  immediatelj  north  of  the 
JlmiMdf (»>(>- 1>  ii  the  shoal  ae  possible,  as  follows,  viz:  In  I 

39  If  N.,  Niptic;  latitude  '.vi  l.v  N.  is  stationed  the  gunboat 
Wtnmuif  latitude  $2  t6J  N.  is  stationed  the  gunboat  Ottawa^  as 
the  shore  as  possible;  north  of  the  Ottawa  is  to  be  stationed  i  launch 
with  a  howitzer  when  we  can  get  one:  this  launch  always  to  be  with- 
drawn an  hour  before  daylight  Lieutenant-Commander  Luce  pro- 
poses  to  send  a  boal  a1  eight  during  high  water  and  to  station  a  man 
m  her  maintop,  who  is  to  burn  a  lignt,  red  or  green,  whenever  be  dis- 
covers a  strange  vessel  bound  in  or  out.  Should  one  he  bound  0 
this  would  enable  th  vessel,  to  pive  chase,  whilst 

it  is  .sea reel \  possible  tliat  a  blockader  bound  in  and  signalised  from 
the  Houwtontc  could  pass  the  inner  line  of  the  outer  blockade.  To 
the  Wabash  no  particular  station  can  l»'  assigned.  Thia  arrangement, 
!  believe,  is  the  mosteffeetive  thai  can  be  made  for  the  outer  blocft 
off  Charleetoo  Should  you  not  approve  the  arrangement,  pie 
inform  me  exactly  where  you  desire  the  vessels  to  be  placed.  The 
vessels  thus  plaeed  thai  are  within  reach  of  the  guns  at 

Bhall  are  not  to  take  up  their  position  on  nights  when  they  can  1>C  dis- 

covered  from  the  fori.     1  am  aware  that  in  this  arrangement  there  i> 
some  risk  bo  our  vessels,  but,  in  the  language  of  the  honorable 
taiy  of  the  Navy,  "Great  risks  should  be  run  to  attain  great  object 

1  am,  mi,  v  .-r\   r>-|ieetfull\ ,  y  OUT  obedient  mi  \:iut. 

J.    DB    (  AMI',    (  '•' , 

Captain  J.  F.  Qim 

.v . 

P.  S. — The  Wamtutta  ia  stationed  otl  Dewees  Inlet 
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Letter  fr&m  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgrer^  U>  8.  ■■  Major- Qen 

Fo.sfn,f'.  8.  Am,;.  h. ■  j>,-> i»< ration qf  naval  •'■■■ 

Plag  fauns  ii  un  nn  Moon, 
Charleston  Roadt,  8.  0.  iber  W,  Z6IK£ 

General:  The  Xl-inch  guns  are  mounted;  officers  and  men  with 

thiiu:   tbe  iimmunitioii  p;irtl\    landed,  god  the  rot  at  band. 

W'lioii.  therefore,  tbe  parapet     magazio   .  and  traverses  are  con- 
id,  the  battery  v.  ill  be  rood]  to  open  at  any  time  you  wish. 
J  in  ii.  \.-i y  respectfully,  yom  obedient  an  rvanfc, 

.1.  A    Dauloben, 
imn-til,  I'oindg.  South  Atlantic  /■' 

.M:ijor-(itii.'ral  A.  (\.  EoSTBJt, 

Cbmdg.  Dept.  pfih*  Souths  Headquarters^  Hilton  II< 


A<1  ml  ml  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  A  mi 

■ 

No.  4i;n.|  kamkk   HARVEST  M(min. 

Qff  Morris  faland,  8epU 
Sik:  1  trust  the  Department  may  be  able  to  send  me  the  D,  s.  ship 

/  i i/  in  an  early  da]  - 
Thfl  inconvenience  arising  from  her  absence  from  the  squadron  h 
seriously  felt, as  tbe  duty  of  distributing  stores  and  supplies  now  nails 
upon  the  tugs,  which  are  thereby  subjected  to  no  Little  damage,  apart 
tram  their  being  withdrawn  from  other  service  dun  time  of 

necessary  repair. 

1  hope  that  the  Supply  n  ant  out  with  the  stores  heretofore 

required  from  the  different  b  many  of  whioh  are  m  oh     «ded 

in  the  squadron. 

•  e  the  lnMi.ii  to  be,  v  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.   \.  Dahiorbn, 
Rear  'Admiral^  I  lantic  Blockading  -v 

Hon.  I  tXDEOS    \\  Kl.i  i 

8 en  tary  ■■''  '■>■  Wavy. 


Ah  ■  r'-   S.  bark  '■'>  -'-',   /■■■■ 

1,7///./   .)/>'■•■ 

September  JA.  186JL— At  I.  :80  a.  do.  an  expedition  loft  tbe  ship  for 
Belle  Point  Three  boats,  «  it  h  ai  med  cr<  n  s,  in  i  barge  of  Mr.  1 1 
with  the  following  officers:  Mr.  Austin,  Mr.  I3everna,  and  Mr,  Collins, 
I  by  two  refugees,  Mr.  Farrell  and  Mr.  SpauMingas  pilots. 
At  6  :»•  in-  the  captain  1«* Ft  the  ship  to  goon  board  the  schooner  Mary, 
The  Mary  got  underway.  At  8  a.  m.  saw  a  flag  of  truce  in  :i  small 
boat  with  two  negroes  coming  toward  the  ship  from  the  mainland.  At 
>:4<Mliry  c;i ii n-  nlouLi -'(!•'  ana  reported  coming*  from  A  ppling  I  Sounty. 
At  &:  US  saw  :i  dense  volume  of  smoke  issuing  from  Belle  Point  house. 
At  9:45  saw  flames  coming  out  of  the  roof.  At  10:10  the  bi 
reported  retiring.    At  1.1:07  saw  and  heard  the  Mary  fire  one  gun 

s  w  k— voi.  16—  4 8 
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At  L2:80p.  eel  ill'- 1  n  returned.     Mr.  Bennett  r.ported  fau 

bag  burned  !  ■■■  '■  destroyed  a 

station;  brought  one  contraband.     At  12:50  the  schooner 
to  anchor  near  the  ship;  the  captain  returned  on  board.     At  §  p, 
the  oaptain  and  the  pilot  left  the  ship,  bound  for  Turtle  River  on  an 
expedition,  with  Messrs.  Borden  and  Farrell  and  28  men.     \t  8:15 
the  .'A'cy  L'oi  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  Turtle  Rivt i  with 
boats. 

September  16.     At  1:55  a.  nt.  Messrs.  Borden  and  Parrell 
in  the  find    gutter.     At  2: OB  the  whaleboal   returned.  the 

schooner  Mary  came  to  anchor  ai  the  mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek.    Ai  7 
n.  dl  the  captain  and  pilot  returned  on  board  and  reported  nai 
proceeded,  with  the  schooner  and  three  boa  mues  up  Tui 

rarer;  landed  and  drove  in  it  e  pickets  at  Cabbage  Bluff:  destroyed  i 
number  of  boats  and  brought  on  one  oonti  iband. 

September  18.     At  \-.\>  p.  m.  the  Mary  got  underway  and 
for  Jekyl  Point.     At  0:40  Mr.  Severns  left  the  ship  in  the  first  cuttei 
to  join  tin   sohoonei   Mary  on  :i  raid  up  Turtle  River.     Mr.  Kan 
Mr.  Spaulding,  and  two  contrabands  aco  '  him.     At  6:  17  Mr 

Austin  l.-t't  tlii-  ship  in  the  whaleboat  and  at  6:48  the  captain  and  pilot 
started  to  join  them  in  tl  boat.     At  s  p.  m.  saw  two  lights i 

in  to  .Joky)  Inland.  supposed  bo  be  our  boats.     At  -  15  the  expedition 
returned  on  account  i  orable  weather. 

September  SO.     At  1:80  p.  m.  the  captain,  pilot,  Mr.  Bordont  ai 
Mr.  Austin  left  the  ship  with  the  rare  boat,  brsl  cutter,  and  whaleh 
to  go  on  an  expedition  up  the  Satills  River. 

St-jif' inh,r  ..•'v.  At  \'2:'2.">  llu'  captain  and  pilot  returned  on  hoard  in 
the  race  U>at.  At  i:o»;  Mr.  Austin  returned  on  board  in  the  whale 
hont.  At  8:06  p.  n:.  ;!•  i  light  at  the  mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek  sup- 
posed to  ho  our  first  cutter.  At  9  p.  m.  Messrs.  Borden  and  Spauld- 
ing returned  on  board  in  the  first  cutter.  Sent  Mr.  Spaulding  on 
shore.  Mr.  Borden  reports  having  brought  down  one  refugee  family, 
consisting  of  one  woman  and  rive  children,  which  he  put  on  board  of 
the  \  S.  S  M<tnj  s.tnj'oi'l  :\\  St.  Andrew's.  While  getting  the  family 
off,  three  men  got  lost  in  tin-  marshes,  and  while  searching 
getting  them  In'  iras  attacked  by  a  targe  force  of  rebel  cavalry. 

got  tlir  three a,  and  finding  tne  enemy  too  strong  be  retreated  to 

tl  ■     ":n  and  got  off  sutYIv.  exchanging  si'vi-ral  shots. 


Abstract  log  of  th<   I'.  8.  S,  Tbtomska^   Acting   Volunteer  Lie\ 

8  •  ■'■■'.  t  ■  S,  iff. 

September  /;.  /  >';.>.  Ofl  Charleston  Bar.  At  4:80a.  m.  the  i 
next  ••iit-i.i.-  mi"  aa  challenged  b  vessel  to  the  eastward  and  immediately 
bred  a  gun  In  that  direction  and  ■  rocket  to  southward  and  westward. 
At  4: 40  she  fired  two  rockets  in  succession.  At  1:45  she  challenged 
us  with  lights,  which  we  answered.  At  5:05  got  underway  and  beat 
t«>  quarters.  The  V/-./  stood  la  and  engaged  the  batteries  near 
Breach  Inlet.  Wi  stood  in  and  fired  two]  troussion  shells  from  the 
rifle  and  one  5*eecond  shell  from  No.  i  gun.    The  Eutaw,  I  and 

anon  Bvera]  shots  at  the  shore  batteries.     At  6:30 aU 

the  vessels  stood  off  t««  the  southward. 
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Abstract  '  ih*  f.  s.  S,  PmtiaCj  Lieutenant  Comma 

['.  mmandii 

Septeml  ■'.'$.     \t  3:30s.  m,  anchored  near  Sullivan's  bland. 

At  1:30  discovered  signals  "Blockade  runner  coming  in."  slipped 
and  steamed  inshore.  \t  l;40  opened  foe  on  some  Lights  on  the 
bench  in  view  of  intercepting  blookade  runner.  Batter]  Marshall 
returned  fire.     Ai   4:."><»  ayp*  iay   Ottawa^  and  Potomeka  also 

opened  fire  on  the  rebel  battery.  Expended  55  rounds  ammunition. 
At  7  a.  in.  steamed  For  Stone  Bar. 


Af>*ti«ii't  log  ofth<   I     S.  S.  Nipeic^  Lieutenant  Commander  Croeman, 

r.  8.  -\">\v.  commanding, 

September  /;,  1864.— Oft  Charleston,  S.  C.     it  4  ■•.  m,  rockets 

showed  l»\    vessels  inside.      At  4:  l.'>  slippi  1  <;um-d   in  |nr  Breach 

Inlet.    Spoke  the  U.  B.  B.    Winona,     sin-  reported   torpedo   b 
around  the  channel.    Steamed  in  tor  batteries  and  at  4:80,  when  within 
l  mile  of  the  beach,  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries.    At  4:.;:>  :l  boat 
from  the  Acacia  came  alongside  and  reported  thai  ressel  aground. 
Lowered  a  boat  and  got  hawser  1*084]  h>ton  her  off.  but  at 
floated  off  without  assistance.    Captain  Crosman  ordered  the    I 
to  haul  off  1 1  "in  the  battel  t<>  pick  np  ber  boats,  while  We  would 

draw  the  enemy's  Are  on  the  Vipai*  \><  enable  ber  to  do  so.  Hauled 
off  from  the  batteries  a4  5:60.  Notwithstanding  shot  and  shell  were 
falling  thick  and  flasl  around  the  ship  we  were  only  struck  twi<  e,  one 
shoi  effect  on  the  upper  plate  of  the  smoke  pipe,  the  other  00 

the  tower  plate,  passing  throngs  both  sides  of  (he  smoke  pips  and  the 
starboard  bulwarks,  slightly  iroundinc  two  men.  Fired  47  shell  and  1 
solid  ihoi      At   7 :  1 .1  :i .  in.  took  the.  I  .  S.  ironclad    XtiLmt  in  tow  and 

proceeded  toward  Tort  BoyaX 


Abstract  log  of  th\   ( .   R    s-    Winona,  Lieut*  mnuint/'r  !>>• 

('.  8.  Wavy,  •■■■ 

September  /.;.  tfgf.-  At  1:36  a.  m.    Off  Breach  Inlet.    Engini 
workiin/.    Saw  a  torpedo  boat  approaching  us  on  tike  port  beam. 
Hailed  her,  hut  received  no  answer.    Struck  4  bells  and  beal  to  01 
ten,  and  opened  01  ber  with  musketry  and  howiteers.    Steami 
with  helm  aport;  made  signal  "Torpedo  ! »« •:» t  near,"  and  spoke  the 
X/i>\ir,  which,  with  the  Pontioo\  was  steaming  in  toward  us.    Tun 
and  stood  oil"  for  Breach  Inlet,  but  saw  nothing  more  of  the  torpedo 

boat.      Discovered    the  Acacitk  aground  within    range    of    Breach    Inlet 
batteries,  which  were  firing  upon    her,  but   shortly  <rot  off. 
signaled   Ihki!   code  IS,  when  ««•   ran  rlo.-c   in  and  commenced  action. 

At 6 a.  in.  stood  for  the  Wabash.    Expended  6  shell  for  rifle;  iXl-inch; 

1  .shell  for  howitzer. 
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ufy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sg%$adr\ 

<".  s.  At                   'ft',,, i!  gfatt ment 

'if  II    <l.                                                                 ••'.       \      ' 

IlKAlMjUAKTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TFIE  SOUTH, 

Uilti.n    fi.i',1.    S.    (..    X. 

(iexf.ral:  1  lia\«-  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  brae  copy  of  the 

statement  of  Charles  Harris,  a  deserter  from  the  Confederate  States 

Navy,  of  Charleston,  and  n  bo  belonged  t<>  (he  gunboai  (  hioorai  T.  T. 
Hunter,  commanding,  ao*  stationed  in  Cooper  River. 

T  respectfully  request  that  (he  matter  may  be  brought  to  the  notice 

of  the  Navv  Department  at  Washington. 

I  have  toe  honor  to  In-,  very  respectfulrjr,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  (i.  Foster, 

M.i'ju,   ••. 

Major-Gem-! :'l  II.  W,  1 1  \i.i.k«  k.  I'.S.  Arm\„ 

f  '},l.f  >f  Staff  Armi  a  qfth\            ■'  Stab  a 

[BudflMift  ] 

Kinunuaflm.                            Ililrri*. 

IIdQKS.    NmKTIIKKN    Dim.,    I>KI'Ai:iMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Morri*  Islandi  S.  ('. .  September  7,  2 

I  belonged  i,.  iin-  ijuii'i            v,y,7.    There  are  about  00  men  and 
officers  on  board:  T.  T.  Banter  is  commander.    There  are  four  guns 

two  IX-inch  Dahlgren  and  two  7  inch   Brooke   rifles.     The  men  arc 

armed  with  rifles,  pistol,  revolvers,  s\\  oil     etc      There  an    foul  POST- 

boajts  on  board  (he  O/ncora,     We  lav  up  in  r  1 1 * •  ( feoper  Hiver.  not  quite 

as  high  a.s  the  reoeiying  ship. 

Tin-  I'liluufto  State*  Gharletton,  and   Columbia  are  in  Charleston 

Harbor;  they  are  all  ironclads.     The   Palmetto  Sr.it.    has  four  guns, 
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two  IX  inrh  Dahlgren  and  two  7-inch  Brooke  rifles.    Th. 

has  si\  guns.     1  do  not  know  their  caliber;  the  two  pivot  l'"m- 

7  inch.    The  0  -  pierced  for  eight  guns;  she  ib  not  yet  ready 

foi  sea.     She  is  built  so  long  that  her  bow  and  -tern  settle  in  ti 

and  leave  bar  middle  high  up.     I  do  not  think  they  v%  ■  1 1  .<  bar. 

The.se  boats  nil  lay  up  th<-  Cooper  Itiver  nearly  opposite  the  Nforth- 

•iii  Kail  road  depot.    One  of  these  boats  goes  on  picket  ev» 
night  between  the  city  and  Fort  Johnson.     Tin-  < 
ship.     She  is  tin  ^lii-  can  steam  about  1  miles  an  hour. 

l'tilmtttx,  st'it.'*  boilers  bio  out  of  order.     Sb<  lowly.    The 

Chicora  will  siiil  about  "•  miles  an  hour.     On  board  tl.  ing  ship 

there  are  about  160  North  Carolina  conscripts.     The  blockade  runn 
art  the  he  went  in  night  before  last).  Fox,  D  1 

heard  that  we  Qenaral  WhUvng  was  sunk.     Thereare,  I  think,  about 
eight  torjx'do  boats.  S  feel  in  diameter  and  50  fret  1«  >iiij:  tiny  conn 
:i  point  :it  either  end  and  air  propelled  b\  -tram.      These  boats  all  i 

torpedoes,  some  l.->  or  hi  feet   in  front  of  the  bow.     The  ironclads  all 
have  torpedoes,  «itl"  between  60  and  L50  pounds  of  powder  in  ea 
placed  in  front  of  their  bows.    Thei r  carry  four  or  nve  to  each  boat 
and  keep  them  in  their  magazines,  which  are  forward  near  the  b 

The  plating  is  of  2-ineh  plates  all  over  exeept  the  deck,  w  hich  IS  one- 
lmlf  inch.  I  heard  on  board  my  boat  that  they  were  going  to  lit  out  all 
the  blockade  rannen  as  prii  ateers  with  two  or  three  guns  on  each,  and 
ran  the  blockade  and  prey  upon  your  commerce.  Toe  captain  of  the 
Ch&cora  will  have  command  of  the  Sta<j.  Some  nine  or  ten  di 
the  Telia  ran  into  Wilmington,  N.  U.    They  are  fitting  op  all 

the  blockade  runners  there  also.     I  aptain  [Isaac  N.|   Brown, 
Charleston,  is  going  with  several  other  officers  to  Wilmington,  V  ('.. 
to  take  command  of  aome  of  the  vessels;  if  they  get  out  I  think  they 
will « i-  -   i  metbing  desperate.    They  also  talk  of  making  a  raid  toPa 
Lookout  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  their  prisoners  at  that  pk 

Our  rations  are  1+  ounces  hard   bread  and    \\    pounds   fresh   beef, 
---Mutinies  salt   heel'.     This  last  week  we  received  6  sacks  each  coffee 
and  sugar,     We  have  peases  into  the  city  once  in  a  while.     1  was  H 
two  weeks  ago.     I   landed  at  Calhoun  Sheet  wharf.    There  are  no 
guns  upon  it:  then-  waa one,  but  it  has  been  removed.    The  Blaki 
L'un  is  on  Fraaier's  wharf;  on  the  battery  or  parade  ground  th 
some  six  or  eight  guns.    The  shells  from  Cutnming'a  Point  aredoi 
a  good  deal  of  damage. 

1  was  born  in  Ireland;  am  25  years  of  age;  have  been  in  this  country 
fourteen  yean,     [resided  nine  years  in  jJew  York.    1  was  on  inaml 
cninhoat  on  the  Mississippi  till  all  the  boats  stopped  running,  and 
then  I cesie  to  Charleston  and  tried  to  run  the  blockade  on  the  -learner 
Mace  rot  could  Dot  get  out,  and  they  compelled  tnetoenliBl   in 

the  Navy  aliont  two  years  ago.  I  was  never  paid,  but  got  a  little 
h\  dow  and  then.  They  think  that  if  Lincoln  is  reelected  there 
will  be  a  revelation  in  the  West;  If  McClellan  is  elected  the}  think  be 
will  recognise  the  Confederacy  and  there  will  be  peace;  that  Is  their 
only  hope.  There  is  a  gunboat  sp  near  Columbus,  Ga.t  which  they  are 
trying  to  lit  out  1  think  they  are  determined  to  do  something  despei 
ate  if  these  I  mats  gel  out.  1  do  not  know  anything  of  Fort  Sumter. 
1  heard  that  Borne  500  or  700  prisoners  vere  confined  in  Charleston.  I 
jumped  off  the  boat  last  night  and  swam  to  Morris  Island.  They  beard 
me  and  sent  a  bout  after  ma.  but  I  eluded  them. 
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Le&  ..  /'.  $,  .\nn<j.i>>  Bear  Admiral 

DaMgrx a.  r.   s.    .\.  i  launch 

howi 

IIdqrs.  Northkun  kiaiitmi'nt  of  the  South. 

WrrrU  Island,  8,  C,  8eptemba  -'■£. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  bono  tf ally, to  request  that  if 

consistent  with  the  Interest  «»r  tne  bo  navy  launch,  manned  and 

armed  with  a  IS  pounder  bowitaer,  may  be  placed  on  pioket  aarvioe  in 
tin-  tsree  ite  Long  Island  and  in  Stono  and  Folly  rivers.    Sro  h 

a  lwat  will  be  erf  rery  neat  service  ■  1 1< •  1  ■  -. 

J  am,  admiral,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFI  8  S.v\  ion. 
Brigadier- General,  mg. 

Rear-Admiral  Dahlorbn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cbmmanding  8outh  AtMnt&o  Blockading  Squadron* 


Zefter  from   Roar-Admiral  DaMgrm,  U,   8    Navy,   to  I> 

ton,  l\  8.  Army,  facet  />>>■  thedetaU 

of  naval  law  for  pick  i  dt 

Im.ao-Stkvmku    IIarvkst   Moon. 

Chm  /,'</.'f/.v,  8.  < ..  Sep  !■'>.  is/:.',. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  youra  ol  the  Uth  instant,  and  will  direct  the 
amandine  officer  at  Btono  to  place  hie  largest  boats  in  picket  in  the 
Folly  and  Stono  rivers. 

Long  Island  has  an  inlet  at  i-ach  <-nd:   one  of  them  ( Breach  Inlet)  cam 

not  be  approached  nearer  than  effective  cannon  range  as  Battery 
Marshall  i>  eery  heavv,and  Dearly  destroyed  the  steamer  Acacia  a 
day  or  so  since,  when  she  gronnded  aboot  1,800  ^ardsfromlt.  Hut 
the  blockade  Teasels  make  me  inlet  difficult  of  acce  Cite  it  hex  Inlet 
(Deweea  Inleti  i-  also  under  observation,  and  the  nearest  iteamerto 
the  Long  bland  shore  always  baa  n  boat  on  picket  near  the  bee  h 

when  till'  went  lit  r  permit*. 

1  atn.  L'«n« •!••< I.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.   lluin;i;KN, 

"Boat  Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlanta   B  ■>  Sgvadr 

Brigadier-Genial  K.  Saxtoji, 

hern  Diet.,  DvpLoftlu  South,  Sdgn.  Morrii  1 


<),</<,<■/ ftrtir-Ailmintl    />i'/i/<//>  //.   /  .    8.    Nimy.  to  th*  tficrT  ojf 

S.    (  .. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charleston  Boade,  Sept  ■.  186&, 

Sue:  I  send  th. -colored  men.  Fred.  Williams  and  l>ill\  .  by  Qi  nonium, 
and  desire  you  will  land  them  ut  such  point  and  at  such  time  as  they 
desire.  Furnish  them  with  whatever  they  a-k  for  to  assist  them. 
They  will  inform  you  where  they  will  return,  and  have  a  boat  about 
the  spot  every  night  the  weather  permits.     1   desire  that   particular 
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:lII.'Fili(!i  -hall  In    ttivOB   to  the   matter.  SI   I   expect  the.-e   nicli.  J»al  tnn 

larly  Williams,  "ill  bring  m  information.     I  am  told  that  the 

fisherman  on  North  [aland  wi  useful  I 

You  will  therefore  communicate  with  him  at  night  when  it  can  be 

ie  with  safety,  ami  let  him  have  a  nation  with  small  stores  for 
support,  adi  t  to  him  by  the  ireek  or  month  as  be  may  wi 

1..  i  him  send  me  any  information  or  persons  that  will  be  serviceable. 

I  hear  thai  fugitives  have  frequent!]  i 
been  unable  to  reach  our  ira  ion  will  give  attention  to  this 

matter,  and  send  boats  at  proper  time  along  this  shore  and  into  the 
.Santee  to  receive  those  persons. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgrem, 
Ri  ar-Admii 
Semok  Offioeb,  off  Qeorgetown,  |s.  CLJ. 


r  <f  R  a  ,  U.  S.  Navy \  defining  dutie* 

I  ;  >i  i   wiki:    II  \i;\  TEST    M<h)\. 

<>f  Morris  foland,  S.  t ..  Sgs 

In  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  as  to  my  views  in  r 
to  the  duties  or  the  blockade  iU  this  place,  the  following  are  i 
explanation  thereod  • 

When  the  flag  is  not  present,  tin    senioi  officer  who  mi 
presenl   i-  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade,  inside  and 
outsidi 

:'d.  The  senior  officer  outside  wiH  cause  to  be  rigidly  followed 
directions  for  enforcing  the  blockade  as  he  mn\  receive  from  the 
or  senior  officer  inside,  hut   in  whatever  he  tnav  not  have  i 
directions  as  to  the  itationfi  of  vessels  01  theti'  duties  be  will  supply 
the  omission  by  bis  own  judgment,  reporting  the  disposition  or  mi 
i  n  to  the  Sag  as  to  the  senior  office] 

by  oul  tide  will  he  under  the  direction 
of  the  senior  officer  outside  so  lo&jgas  thej  remain  there  and  they  will 
not  leave  their  station  Outside,  miles'-  by  order  of  the  flag  or  the  senioi 
officer  outside  or  inside,  unless  some  sudden  <•  akes  i(  indis- 

pensahle. 

4th.  In  general,  it  is  proper  thai  orders  from  a  commanding  officer 
presenl  should  pass  through  the  senior  officer  under  whom  the  vessel 
loiag  duty,  but  circumstances  may  render  it  most  convenient  for 
the  flag  or  -'nun-  officer  inside  to  signal  orders  to  a  vessel  direct  I  \ .  in 
which  case  that  vessel  in  departing  from  her  own  station  will  show 
No  m:;  c  <  Irders,  under,  from  flag  "J  to  her  own  sen  oi  officer,  indl 
eating  that  the  movement  i-  in  obedience  to  n  superior  order;  that 
vessel  is  not  t->  be  diverted  from  In-r  course  nor  detained* 

.Mh.  The  picket  duty  performed  by  the  monitors  is  peculiar,  and 

resembling  no  other,    din-  monitor  which  lias  the  pickel  is  to  take 

►  to  2,800  yards  from  Moultrie  (terminations  oi 

Uummtag'a  Point  and  Srmkina,  in  line),  at  such  part  o\'  the  channel 

there  ia  tnav  he  mo-t  advantl  Ine   tugboats  and  cutlers  which 

an  I  to  picket  duty  for  tl  will  report  to  the  com 


' 
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of  (be  picket  monitor  and  receive  fcbi  ■■•  from  him.    Th 

aro  designed  to  advance  the  picket  more  toward  the  main  passage  by 
Suil'nuti's  Island,  and  between  Sumterand  Moultrie,  an  I  to  check  or 
capture  the  rebel  boats,  or  to  ••  •■  •■  ■>■■  id  of  an  attempted  escape  of  any 
vessel. 

tith.  This  advanced  monitor  Is  to  be  supported  bv  another,  which 
may  be  placed  ."»i*>  yards  to  the  southward  of  the  Former,  or.  it'  the 
passage  of  blockade  runners  i-  anticipated,  may  he  stationed  in  line 
with  (he  picks!  monitor,  and  in  ease  the  picket  monitor  fa  attacked 
must  render  instant  aid. 

Till.  Two  more  monitors  are  to  take  |«»st  farther  down  the  channel, 
and  not  so  far  o ri"  thai  fchej  can  nor  be  go!  conveniently  to  the  front. 
in  case  of  un  alarm  there. 

mIi.  Bo  long  a-  the  picket  monitor  Laonlj  performing  picket  dn^y 
the  officer  in  command  i-  bo  follow  bis  own  discretion,  hut  in  case  of 
;.  in  <ii  nny  unusual  move  by  the  enemy,  which  is  sufficient  to 
bring  the  supporting  monitor  into  play,  then  toe  senior  officer  oi  the 
two  will  command,  and  bo  u ith  the  other  monitors  when  they  arrive. 
It  is  presumed  that  the  offioei   inside  will,  by  this  time,  have 

bed  tin-  advance  himself. 

From  this  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  picket  monitor  is  responsible 

for  the  picket  duty,  bul  bs  loonas  an  unusual  move  or  contact  with 
the  enemy  takes  place,  or  is  likely  bo  occur,  which  brings  np  the  sup- 
porting monitors,  then  the  senior  officer  ifl  responsible. 

'.Mh.   It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  picket  monitor  and 
other  monitors  are  touss  their  guns  jus!  when  their  commanders  <l 
lit,  and  an    not  to  fail  to  do  so  upon  blockade  runners,  or  boats,  or 
reseele  of  the  enemy,  and  also  on  hi-  batteries,  if  instant  action  is 

needed,  hut    tlic\   are    not    to  leave    station-    in  OTOCr   t"  enter  upon   B 

regular  engagement  with  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  [aland  without 
orders,  because  the  senior  officer,  being  within  full  view  bj  day  and 
signal  distance  bv  nighty  can  bee!  judge  of  the  nocessity  himself.     It 

is  also  enjoined  that  the  XV  inch  is  not  to  In-  BSOd  BXGOpt  ifl  COgag 

the  rebel  ironclads  or  principal  t"< » it — .  as  it   is  almost   impo  nble  to 
replace  tin  m  here  w  hen  worn  out. 
tOth.  In  currying  out  these  order-,  especially  as  to  position,  it  is 

expected  that  eaeh  commanding  officer  of  monitors  will  he  guided  by 

the   capacity  of    his    ve--e]    and    the   slate    of   the    wind.    tide,  and    sen. 

With  a  strong  8.  B.  wind  end  sea,  and  a  flood  tide,  it  will  beobviousij 
injudicious  to  place  a  monitor  in  an  advanced  position,  which,  by 
reason  of  reduced  -peed,  might  drag  toward  the  batteries  and  could 
not  steam  clear  of  them.  In  fact,  on  the  blockade  dntj  thus  assigned, 
!he-:itri\  of  the  monitor  is  neverto  be  hazard  the  direct  order 

i  Lfiven.  When  one  nf  our  s-i-ssi'ls  eround-  under  tire,  bowever,  tin- 
iest monitor  will  proceed  without  delay  to  covei  bei  by  opening 
lire  on  the  batteries.    Modifications  ,.  mod  by  thecommanding 

officer  present  at  the  tune,  but  if  not,  the  commandei  of  emit  monitor 
i-  expected  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  obeying  this  order. 

The  inst  motions  already  given  with  respect  to  precautions  against 
torpedo  boats,  etc.,  are  not  annulled  by  these  orders. 

The  scout  i»iat- are  on  Independent  duty,  hut  will  eommunicate all 
useful  information. 

It  is  desirable  to  sustain  i  continued  fire  with  the  ride  L&pounder 
howitzers  on  the  works  on  Sullivan's  [aland  whenever  the  duties  of 
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the  monitors  per  is  to  interfere  as  much  is  possible  with  rebel 

operations;  the  • 

Uear-Adm  Sputh  Atlantic  Block  n. 


Ord  [dmiral  Dahlgrcn,  V. 

r 

I'i.ao-Stkamkk  Hauvist  M 
Vh  17,  1884. 

Sik:  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  amuine  temporary  command  of 
U.  s.  ironclad  a  .  and  you  will  entei  at  once  npon  thaidtri 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  I » xii 
■>  Ait/nil  hj.  South  Atlantic  Bl  i>ulnm. 

Commander  (mi.  B.  Bau 

$.  S.  \  ■ 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgrcn,  !\  S.    VJ 

:,,</,,'  Luce,  ('.   s.  UTavy,  to  ami  ;  th.    I',    s 

I  i  •«    Si  i ■• -iiKi;   Hai.  '  <.   ©N, 

t  Tuirlexton  Ron, 
Sik:  Ton  \^ill  proceed  to  Port  Royal  with  tin-  !'•■.'■;,,,  under  your 
command,  and  on  your  arrival  there  you  will  report  to  Commandoi 
William  Reynolds,  senior  officer   present,  for  repairs  to  your  veaai 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedienl  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilobe 
Bear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic.  BbtcA  won. 

Oo  "j  U,  8.  8,  ■». 

Subsequent  order   from  admiral,  the   J\mUac  proceeded  to  Port 
Boyal  in  command  ol  the  fleet  captain, 


/.<//.  w-Admh  ■in".  JJ.  S, Navy \  to  Major- C 

Foster,  f .  &  Army,  regard  of  delay  in  tlu  working  of 

vol  battery  or  Morrii  Island* 

F1.A0-S1KAMKK  Philadelphia, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Srptsmh 
(iknkkai.:  Tin-  Xl-incli  guns  have  Im-ch  mounted  und  ready  to  open 
for  h  week,  '»nt  are  anable  to  do  so,  as  the  parapets,  traverses,  bonib- 
ifa,  etc.,  are  nol  completed. 
I  have  no  donbt  you  desire  thai  the  battery  should  be  at  work  at  the 
i  possibli 

I  .tin.  general,  verj  n>i>i«rfullv,  yotu  obedient  servant, 

.i.  A   Dahlqben, 
Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Athintir  BUn.-1-odinij  Squad 

M:ijoi-(i»n.  ral  .1.  (j.  Fostkk. 

\dg.  Department  of  thi    South,  ETdgrs.,  Bilton  Head. 
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Letfa  from  Mcuor-i  ■/.  to  Bcar~Adm£nU 

DahlgretK,  f .  <S.  i&ing  tfu  work  on 

mir'il  fmUri-'i  On    Morn*  Ishmtl. 

HSADQUABTBBJ   Pktartmknt  OF  TliK  South. 

BiUon  //>",/,  8,  0.t  Stphmbm ■.-.'/.  iWk 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  t<>  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  roui 
municatlon,  bearing  rl-.itr  <if  September  I  >.  itating  that  the  Xl-ineh 
guns  bsve  been  mounted  and  muly  to  open  lire  for  it  week  post 

i  bave  seat  some  engineers  as  a  reinforcement  to  those  nou  at  Morris 
Island,  in  order  to  hurry  up  tin.- work  on  the  traverses,  bombproofe, 
sod  parapets  ol  all  the  front  batteries,  and  gave  orders  to  have  wt 
finished  as  early  as  |»ra«t  ii  m  )  »!<■. 
1  would  much  desire  that  the  batter;  should  be  at  work  as  soon  as 

f practicable,  us  my  supply  of  powder  tor  the  front  batteries  is  getting 
ow.  and  in  consequence  I  have  had  to  slacken  fire,  which  gives  t In- 
enemy  a  good  opportunity  to  repair  damages  in  Fort  Sumter  and  in 
the  other  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  (I.  Foster, 
JA  Rff. 

Bear-AdmiralJ.  A.  Dablsben. 

(\nmhj.   South  Alhlntic  BJkihj.    .S'y  it  >ni ',•>>„,    I'mt  Jlmjtil.   S»    C. 


Ii  \i;  &TEAMMB  Vhiladrli'IH  a, 
I\>,t  Royal  Harbor,  Saptem&ertl,  /■■'■ 

General:  1  am  mocfa  obliged  by  yours  of  the  90th,  enclosing  an 
extract  from  a  report*  bj  Oaptain  Suter  with  regard  to  the  draft  of 
water  in  Deweesaod  Price's  inlets  and  the  practicability  for  bloekade 
runners. 

In  Ma\  I  caused  these  inlets  and  those  above  to  be  examined.  The 
officer  remained  inside  on  the  28d,  24th.  and  85th,  passing  through  ;1'l 
the  interior  pa-sages  from  Long  Inland  to  Bull's  Bay,  when-  be  ISBUed 
and  went  on  hoard  the  United  States  Vessel  stationed  there. 

It  was  on  this  examination  that  I  was  disposed  to  enter  these  pfau  as 
with  gunboats  and  act  in  concert  with  any  movement  in  that  quarter. 

Blockade    runners   might    enter   there,    but    could    not    pass   inside   of 
Sullivan's  I -hind.  DOT  perhaps  get  out  of  inicli  of  the  ritled  cannon  of 

the  vessels. 

There  is,   I  believe,  no  doubt  that  those  which  have  entered,  passed 

in  bj  Mailitt"-  Channel, and  each  bat  been  noted  at  the  time.  Two 
run  aground  and  were  losl  not  long  since. 
1  have  not  lately  caused  these  inlets  to  be  entered,  as  I  consider  it 
advisable  not  to  draw  attention  to  the  bust  that  it  Is  feasible,  until  we 
wish  to  take  u  decisive  measure]  lest  the  rebels  should,  as  they  always 
(Jo,  take  steps  to  make  it  difficult. 

•Sci'  official  Recenk  ol  the  Union  and  Confederate  Lnniei  in  the  Wai  of  the 

Rebellion,  Volume  XXXV,  Pari  II.  p.  291. 
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The  possession  «»f  Long   Uland  would 
direction,  and  if  at  any  time  you  feel  disposed  '«■  land  there,  I  u  ill  art 
with 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

.1.   \.  i 
//.  i  idg,  Smith    ■ 

Major-4  l<  neral .!.  I  i.  Foster, 


r'  //„     •  of  //,.    Navy   to  Sear-Admiral  DaM\ 

I'.  &.  yaw,  trot  teft  for  h 

/•'■  '.  v  Navy, 

\  \\\      DkI'AKTMKNT. 

Washi  ,  '■  /•  89,  /'■ 

Sik:  Enclosed  ia  a  confidential  order.*  which  you  will  deliver  to 
Rear  -Admiral  Farragut  as  soon  as  be  arrives  ;«t  Port  Royal.    Send  the 
Wabath  to  Hampton  to  arrive  there  between  tli<-  l-t  and 

\<iih   (ti  your  ironclads  will  be  withdrawn,  and  none  aeal 
from  the  north  at  present 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Wki.lk.s. 

s,  | 
Rear- Admiral  John    \.  Dahlgbbn, 
/«  Atlantic  Blockdg, 


I  >■  "/  Rear-Admiral  Dafdyren,  U,  S,    Vavy,  to  Acting  Jin 
William^  !'.  S.  Navy,t<  idoft/u  U.  S.  S.  Dana 

Flao-Stkamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C.  Sept<  '>4. 

Sin:  You  are  hereby  detnehed  from  the  ting  steamer  Philaddphia^ 
will,  without  delay,  assume  command  ol   tbe  U.  S.  S.  Donaeti 
relieving  Acting  Ensign  Joseph  Frost 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedfenl  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlobjot, 
Roar-Admiral^  Comdg,  South  Atlanti  \ading  Sqttaar 

Anting  Ensign  (ikuuok  W.  Williams.  I'.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-SUamar. 

Heparin)  \iral DaMoren,  U.  S.  Navy* 

tn, ,,t  >>f  n„  ,jflr.  Captain  Coh  *,d*tachecL 

No.  471.  |  Flao-Steameb  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal.  Harbor,  Septemb 

Sik:  The  detachment  of   Captain  Colvocoresses   leaves  ■  vacancy 
which  1  am  unable  to  rill. 

Will  the  Department  be  pleased  to  assign  an  efficient  commander  to 
the  .'    Though  a  sailing  ship,  without  steam,  yet  tbe  Sarab 

nasaorew  which,  by  its  numbers  and  drill,  is  well  fitted  for  land 
parties  that  few  steamers  bare  nave,  for,  when  the  engineers  (who  ran 
not  be  taken  from  the  engines)  are  set  aside,  there  are  few  steau 
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here  that  DM  span  tM.iu-  sufficient  in  trfzc  of  number  t«>  t><-  of  .M-rviee 
in  landing. 

The    withdrawal    of    Captain   ColvoCOTl  EQfl    -evetal   plans 

which   I  had  in  view,  when  the  eharice  offered,  Mid  if  it  would  eomjiort 
with  the  vHeWS  of  tin'  Department,  I  would  a-k  to  have  the    7 

sent  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <.  erj  respectfully .  your  obedient  servant, 

.1."  A.  Dahlgrj  n. 

/,'■  ■//•-.  \>ln,  //•<//.  <  "/.' ■■' 
Hoii.    (illiK-N    WkI.i 

&i  ,vA/,v ,;,','//.  A'./cy. 
Qrdir  of  lUar- Admiral  DoMffrm,  <  .         ■  ■■■'</,  atmouMnng  dtractiom 

■'.  r    hliH-lmi.     off' 

Che  and  iia  vunniiy. 

Flag  Steakeb  I'm  on, 

Bori  'Royal  Harbor,  8.  ft,  September  9$,  18a1,. 

"jhtn. 

The  following  running  lights,  specified  for  each  day  of  the  month, 
are  to  be  hoisted  when  in  ooase  or  approaching  die  limits  of  the  hi 

ade  after  an  silwni -e  from  it. 

When  in  chase,  thej  will  be  shown  oooasionally  for  two  or1  three 
minutes  at  a  time,  after  the  established  signal  for  an  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade  inward  or  outward  has  been  made,  to  indicate  me  direc- 
tion of  the  chase 

When  returning  to  the  limits  of  the  blockade  after  an  absence  from 
it,  the  running  lights  are  to  be  shown  until  the  -hip's  number  oi  signal 
of  recognition  has  been  exchanged  with  one  ,.f  the  ye 
blockade. 


Day  of  month. 

Lfefata. 

Day  of  mi -i 

Lights. 

White 

i  .i   i  i 

white. 
rod. 

ft  hilr. 
\\  lute  above  red. 

'..'»••  white. 

Wliilc  abOVC  riil. 

While ki>-  ■••  in'' 

iov<   "i  lie, 
M 

Whae  al 
Red  above  a 

White  nliiivi-  white, 

wiiii.  above  n  4 

a 

4 

.•I 

« 





13 

15 

31 

Signal  to  ascertain  the  eharader  of  a  vtssti  al  tight, 

A  vessel  discovering  and  desirous  o!  ascertaining  the  character  of 
another  at  Bight  will  show  s  light  (signal  lantern)  of  the  same  color  as 
the  upper  light  of  the  running  lights  designs  tea  for  the  night  until 
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answered  by  the  vessel  to  which  it  is  Bhown  by  a  light  iing 

with  the  lower  lighl  of  the  running  lights  designated  for  tin*  ni_ 
Tiit'M  the  vessel  which  made  the  signal  first  will  obscure  her  lig 
which  is  to  be  followed  immediately  by  the  vessel  to  which  th 
was  made  obscuring  hers.    The  latter  vessel  will  then  flash  twice  wita 
a  light  of  a  different  color  from  that  shown  by  her  in  answering, 
ait  interval  of  five  seconds  between  the  flashes,  which  most  beanswi 
i.\  the  vestal  which  made  the  first  signal  b%i  two  Baal  lbs 

same  manneT,  with  b  light  of  a  different  color.    The  signal  Lights 
Bhould  be  held,  if  pre  .  In  a  position  bo  that  they  amy  I 

only  by  the  vessel  t<.  which  the  signal  is  made. 

Exempt    i -i  'lay  of  the  month: 

A  disom  era  H. 

A  shows  ;i  \\  bite  Light. 

B  answers  w  iih  a  red  light 

B  flashes  twice  wltib  a  while  light. 

A  answers  by  flashing  twice  with  red  light. 
Example,  3d  day  of  the  month: 

A  discovers  B, 

A  shows  :i  red  light. 

B  answers  with  a  w  bite  light. 
B  flashes  twice  with  a  red  Light. 
A  answers  by  flashing  twin-  with  a  white  light 
Example,  8d  day  of  the  month: 
A  discovers  B. 
\  shows  B  white  Light. 
B  answers  with  a  white  light. 

B  tl  ice  w  ith  a  red  li«.rht. 

A  aaewers  by  flashing  twice  with  a  white  light. 

A  knowledge  of  the  running  lights  i-  to  lie  confined  t<>  commanding. 
executive,  ami  signal  officers.  Officers  in  charge  of  the  deck  should 
onlj  be  informed  of  the  running  lights  for  the  night  at  sunset,  daily. 
it  is  also  desirable  that  a  knowledge  of  the  signal  to  ascertain  charac- 
ter should  in-  eonhned  t«  alone,  who  should  give  the  necessary 
directions  to  make  then«  to  quartern  >\  other  persons  detailed 
for  that  duty. 

In  the  event  of  there  beinjr  a  doubt   about  the  character  of  a  v< 

I  after  the  foregoing  signals  have  been  exchauged  an 
signals  of  ship's  numbers  may  be  exchanged. 
I 
„it] 
| 
A, 
a 
i 
I 


Steamers  will  make  Bog  signals  with  their  whistles;  sailing 

with  their  hells. 


■ 


Niptnc,  1  short  l>hu-t. 

Mnrri  Baffin  '.  2  abort  h  hurts. 

South  I  oil  blasts. 

MoBWchrutUn,  4  abort  blasts. 

Acacia,  .'» abort  blaati 
Cameliu,  a  abort  blasts. 

CMmh  (lasts. 

PqKdtt,  i  short,  3  Ions  bl 
Witnahickon,  2sl  Ig  blast 

'mi,  2  short,  3  long  blasts. 


■  Brier,  4  short,  l  long  blast. 
ilia,  h  abort,  l  long  I 
■n'a.  i  short,  l  long,  I  short. 
■  '.  1  abort,  2  long,  I 
Wabo  i  ■  bort  blast 

i  abort  blast 
Cbnom  i  aboj  i  blasts 

.'  aboxi  blasts 

Cimarron,  3  long. 

Winona^  i  long. 
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-  ret/Kb. 


3  bell* 

I  t>  u- 


B  bells. 
6  bolls. 


Special 


Blockade  runner  going  inward:  Rocket  and  red  light  fGoeton}. 
Going  outward:  Rocket  and  white  Light  The  vessel  mat  discovers 
the  stranger  will  fire  on  her  while  signalii 

will  be  understood  i  loie  squadron  bo  i 

the  alert;  but  do  vessel  will  lean  e  her  particular  station  I  i  chase  an! 

discovers  the  blookad  ter  or  can  steer  a  course  understand- 

ing I  v  to  cut  her  on". 

Rebel  rama  in  sight  and  near:    Rocket,  red)  white,  red.     When 
tin-  signal  is  mull.',  b  single  red  light  at  the  masthead  of  the  ressel 
manded  by  the  senior  officer  present  will  indicate  thai  :tll  the 
heavy -built  and  armed  vessels  mv  to  assemble  near  that  vessel. 

light-built  and  armed  vessels  "ill  be  on  the  alert  to  discover 
and  i - : 1 1 •  t lii •  -  iinv  vessels  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  rendez 
other  as  the  occasion  nun  suggest  to  their  respective 

commanders. 
Torpedo  boats  in  sight  and  near:  Etocket,  white,  red,  green. 
Enemy's  boat  in  sight:  Green. 
Vessel  in  danger  from  fire  of  another:  Running  lights. 

Tot  ". !.••'•■'■ 

Sh->w  in  a  horizontal  position,  about  In  or  15  feet  distant  h 
other,  a  red  and  while  signal  tight  (lantern)  to  be  screened  or  held  in 
n  position,  if  possible,  thai  it  msj  qoI  be  read  bj  the  enemy;  particu- 
larly if  the  vessel  making  the  signal  should  be  ashore  or  aground. 
This  signal  a  to  be  answered  by  Coston's  "Answer! 

Continuous  and  rapid  firing  of  guns  will  be  understood  as  a  signal 
that  Resistance  msj  be  or  is  required  by  the  vessel  Bring  the  guns, 
and  the  vessel  nearest  bo  the  locality  of  firing  will  proceed  to  give 
assistance,  but  will  not  be  absent  from  her  station  longer  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Tin-  "Answering'1  (Ooston)  followed  by  "Preparaton  "(Costoa)wi]l 
indicate  that  all  of  the  veast  Is  employed  on  the  blockade  are  to  repair 
to  the  locality  wlnie  the  signal  is  made. 

Annulling  HiijriitU. 

Two  perpendicular  rod  lights  [signal  lanteros)  shown  at  the  mast- 
bead  oryardarm  will  annul  tin  signal  last  made. 

gtrangi  ■■■•■■■/■■■  approaching  tin  n  the  dayiimt. 

In  tlie  event  of  a  .-1  approaching  the  limilsof the  blockade 

during  tin-  daytime.  aersl  rule, the  blockading  vessel  nearest  to 

her  will  ascertain  her  character,  etc.,  by  boa  for  speaking,  and 
report  to  the  senior  officer  present,  by  signal  or  Otherwise.  In  com- 
municating with  a  strange  vessel,  i  blank  cartridge  la  first  bo  be  fired, 

if  neccssarv.  as  a  summons  to  heave  to,  and  a  shot  is  not  to  he  tired 
unless  the  summons   by  blank    cartridge    is   unheeded.     Vessels  of 
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dottbt  lull  li'  i  ■  i  ■  I  by 

vessel  cc  atingwith  them  t<>.  and  outside  of ,  Ui 

i 'i  i  he  senior  officer  present. 

Commanders  of  vessels  composing  the  b).  d  to 

observe  and  exact  Prom  officers  under  their  respective   comrnara  -  the 
ttesi  vigilance,  attention  to.  and  promptness  in  making  ami  answer- 
ing signals,  and  to  use  the  utmost  care  in  not  tiring  into  ■  intal 
well  satisfied  she  is  attempting  to  violate  the  blocks 

Ho  lights  will  be  shown  bj  the  blockading  vessels  at  night  except 
for  signal  jmrjjoM'.s. 
All  signals  conflicting  with  >■  are  revoki 

John  A.  Dahlqudc, 
li,    .  \    ■■■,. 


Report  '■/  5  Antral  h 

matti-r* [» Huinmg  to  '■<■•  ■;■,.■,.■,,■<>,■</. 

No.  473.]  Fla'  nit  Hauvknt  Mg 

Qf  Morris  bland,  S.  >:.  Sept 

Sin:  No  chunge  of  interest  has  taken  place  in  the  naval  ormiUti 
positions. 

The  rebels  have  made  no  attempts  on  tin-  Uockadc.  I  •  mc»on 

is  now  well  mi  the  wane,  they  will  no  doubt  resume  activit] 

Our  line-  <.f  blockade  are  dow  drawn  in  much  closer  ujm>h  tin-  only 
channel  that  is  open,  and  the  last  e  as  under  a  sharp!  ran 

tune,  the  next  oik-  in  i  -i  at m«  at  all.      \\\  pushing  in  our  own 

-<  I-.  additional  rial  tdent  i*  incurred. 

On  the  1 4th  the  Acacia  grounded  under  the  fire  of  Battery  Marshall. 
but  was  handsomely  covered  by  the  lire  of  the   /  it©.. 

and  got  oil,  and  on  tin-  22d  the  Nipsic  touched  on  the  Rattlesnake  and 
has  mi  stained  M>me  damage. 

Booh  contingencies  are  inseparable  from  so  Hose  an  operation  hi  >uch 

shoal  water,  nn-i  on  obscnre  night  •*. 

Then  uecidi  ui  ■  occur  and  are  quite  unfortunate  in  their  result-.  The 
Mtngot  fooled  the  wreck  «>f  the  Hwuniunilc  last  night,  and  Captain 
Reynolds  just  reports  that  the  Pontiac  ran  into  a  rod  schooner,  doing 
the  latter  some  Damage. 

I  am  obliged  toask  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  the  necessity 
of  increasing  the  number  of  vessels  in  this  squadron,  the  unprecedented 
wear  ant  I  tear  from  being  constantly  under  Bteam  is  exhibiting  its  effects 
daily. 

At  this  time  the  arrival  of  the  Fwitiac  and  Mingoehwa  been  balanced 
by  the  departure  of  the  Pavl  Jones  and  Mahaska.    The  i 
brokeu  down  (boilers)  and  mav  have  to  he  towed  home.     No  le-s  than 
six  tugs  of  the  t  Iharlestos  detail  are  in  the  bands  of  the  mechanics,  while 
the  rumored  intent  to  get  the  Wa\  id  consort  out  obliges  me 

to  keep  four  fresseU  at  ( tasabaw,  becausi  not  two  that  would 

answer,  BUCh  BS   the  ,  and   I  should    DC  glad   to  have  more  of 

this  class. 

More  care  should  be  given  to  the  quality  of  the  work  upon  them. 
The  1 '■  stanchions  between  decks,  and  would  soon  have 

been  badly  injured.     The  Mango*  was  defective  in  the  engines.,  and 
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tbP8f  faults  will  be  naturally  (barged  to  the  plans,  etc,     Th  East, 

however,  and  steer,  well.     I  will  be  pleased  to  have  some  more  of  them. 

The  Winona  reports  having  noticed  a  torpedo  advancing  on  her, 
(nitrht  of  the  i  Mln  ofl  Breach  Inlet]  l»ui  steamed  olear  of  it. 

The  gone  of  the  oaval  battery  on  Morris  bland  were  ready  to  open 
last  week,  but  the  engineers  hare  wA  finished  the  parapets,  ete.  xhe 
general  writes  me(S)ls4  September]  that  be  has  ordered  them  to  be 
bnished  as  earli  tacable,  and  adds  to  mv  suggestion  that  the 

guns  ought  to  be  at  work,  **l  would  BQch  desire  t hat  the  batteries 
should  be  ;ii  "nik  as  soon  as  practicable,  m-  my  supplj  of  powder  far 
the  front  batteries  ts  getting  tow;  an<l.  in  consequence,  I  save  I. ad  to 
Jacket]  ires,  which  gives  the  enemy  agood  opportunit]  to  repairdam* 
ages  in  Fort  Sumter  and  in  the  other  batteries.11 

Tin  Bureau  of  Ordnance  repBea  bo  my  request  for  powder  that  it  is 
difficult  of  procurement  and  desires  me  to  gel  back  some  that  I  loaned 
the  army,  in  order  to  k.'<  ]>  the  front  batteries  in  opei  itioi 

The  Department  vviii  conceive  that  any  want  of  BuppHea  in  powder, 
coal,  sheila,  etc.,  wfll  [mmedlataly  be  felt  I  should  have  some  8,000 
barrels  sent  here  before  \o 

Boats  and  men.  too,  are  needed  to  bring  u\  the  scouting  duty  to  Hi 
proper  noarJL     u  a  general  rule*  then'  iin>  few  Bteameri   wA  oan 
Furnish  the  proper  kind  of  boats  for  nighl  duly  in  open  roads,  laa 
well-built  cutters,  pulling  1+  to  16  oars;     A  dozen  of  them  would  olear 
tin-  passage  and  lower  harbor  of  tin-  rebel  boats  that  impede  oui 

Tue  rebel  ironclads  rarely  venture  bo  low  even  as  Johnson,  hut  hud 
die  up  aear  the  city,  as  if  apprehensive  of  as,  or  else  of  fouling  their 
own  obstructions;  formerly  one  of  them  generally  lay  off  Sumter, 

The  rebels  have  roryfew  troops  lure  now.  Ten  thousand  good 
troop  >  Miii"iii'  pant  are  here,  with  a  proper  naval  force,  would 
occupy  Charleston  and  Savannah.  But  there  should  be  no  question  of 
the  adequacy  of  the  vessels  or  there  will  be  disaster. 

The  Wabash  fa  reported  to  be  In  had  condition,  much  decayed  A 
survey  la  being  belo,  and  if  it  confirms  the  report,  l  propose  t<>  send 
her  north,  unless  the  Departmenl  directs  otherwise. 

Some  large  and  well-manned  ships  are  indispensable  here,  if  only  to 

furnish  materialsfor  boat  service  and  landing.    The  Wabash  has  never 

served  this  purpose,  for  she  has  seldom  been  half  manned,  and  finally, 

by  detachments  and  discharges,  was  reduced  to  less  than  200  all  tola. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.   I  >aiiu.i:i:\, 

,-  Adun  ir"i.  Gotndff,  SoutA  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgwuh 

Hon.  (iiM.'iN    WeLLBS, 

Natty. 


Report  qf  Commander  <  tsar.  ( .  S.  t/ardinij 

p  (!<■  Ashepoo  River. 

U.  8.  Ship  SARATOGA, 
St.  Helena  $ouna\  SouiA  Carolina^  September  27,  w;.'f. 
Bib;  reeterday  I  pro.-<'tdi>d  up  the  Ashepoo  River  as  far  as  Fort 
Chapman,  thai  1  might  discover  the  uatBof  the  enemy  in  that 
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locality!     1  succeeded  in  jjood  standp'  my  observa- 

tions, namely,  the  small  island  between  the  fori  and  the  apposite 

iio  river.     Prom  there  I  could  see  into  the  interior  of  the  works, 
and  the  country  around  as  far  a-  tbe  wood-.     I  saw  distin 
pickets  on  duty,  but  no  garrison.     'II  lied  foil 

earthworks,  one  being  considerably  Bmallerthan  the  other,  and   I 
disp  thins  that  they  are  connected  byarifio  pit.     1 

Ih>u»  works  vary  closely,  but  could  nol  discover  that  they  ha  runs 

mounted  on  them,  bul  as  there  are  no  cmbni.- 
i      dUe  1  ina\  be  mistaken,  and  thai  there  are  one  of  more  statioi 
pieces,  which,  perhaps,  would  be  sufficient  to  hold   r( 
until  more  gune could  be  obtained. 

I  hear  there  is  a  force  stationed  ni  Warren's  plantation,  bul  bon  ):. 
do  one  here  seems  t<>  know.     1  intend  t.i  find  out  hi 
the  locality  myself,  or  by  sending  some  reliable  pereoi 
tides  and  nights  are  favorable  for  nuch  an  undertaking.     The 
tion  i-  about  1  mile  back  of  the  fort,  and  I  imagine  the  force  alluded  to 
is  kept  there  to  act  us  u  •..  dd  fort  i"  the  event  ««f  its  I. 

attacked   by  the    Federal   forces.     Should   the  enemj 
exceed  LOO,  Bhall  I  attack  htm  with  tin*  Saratoga's  emu  I     I   should 
have  no  feara  myself  as  \<<  the  result. 

In  approaching  the  fori  ye-terdav.  I  passed  within  300  yards  of  tin- 
wreck  of  the  transport  steamer  Boston.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
enemy  has  not   attempted   to  take  away  any  part  of  it,  us  it   nan 

intact  at  the  spot  where  tbe  vessel  Brat  grounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Colvoooi 
I 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgskn, 

('»•■■  ic  Blockading  Squadron, 


/•    of   Boar-Admiral    Dahlgrcn,    I.    S.    &uvy,    >••    Lieuteni 
Commander  ffenry^  U.  8.  Navy,toassu\  ofiheU.S 

Fi.AG-Stf.a.MKR   1'lirLADF.UMIlA, 

Port  Royal  Uarhor,  S.  (..  September  fS9>  186 
S 1 1 : :  On  the  reporting  «>f  your  relief.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Alvin  Phinney,  von  will  consider  yourself  detached  from  the  U.  B.  3. 
Ltxli oki,  and  after  giving  Acting  Volunteei    Lieutenant   I 
information  in  your  po        lion  which  may  1 1*  •  valuable  to  him  in  | 
forming  blockade  duty  at  Sapolo,  you  will  proceed  without  delay  t«» 
igfl  .ill  Charleston  and  report  on  your  arrival  to  the  senior 

officer  pr nt,  for  the  command  of  tbe  C  S.  S. 

Lieutenant  -Commander  (  '  •«  --in:m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgrkv, 
Rt'if    idmirql,  '  ■  mdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sq 

Lieutenant  Oommander  Edmund  W.  Henbv,  U.  S.  Navy, 

xdmg  I .  S,  S.  Lodona,  Si  ml. 
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<>,.<■,  ../■'  A'.'n- Aihiilntl  Jhr/iliji'tii,  '  -  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bar* 
i.  i .  s.  .Win/,  ioaummii  temporary  &  of  the  U.  8.  8. 

Clli><ir,>l.t'"iua. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia. 
Bni  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ft,  rSO,  1884- 

Sin:  You  will  proceed  by  the  Brat  conveyance  i"  OsBabaw,  Mid  op 
your  anil  ill  vou  will  report  to  tin-  senior  oilier r  present  for  tempoi 
command  <»f  tin-  0.  s.  steam  .sloop  CttnandcuguOj,  relieving  Lieutenunt- 
Commander  K.  E.  stone. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiil(.I£i:n. 
Bear  .  I  d  mi  nil.  Vomdg.  8ovth  J  g  Sguaaron, 

Commander  N.  B.  IImumson.  r.  s.  Navy, 

Flag-  8ii  turn  t  I  "hiladelphia- 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Oa/Ugren,  ('.  s.  .Win/,  regarding  tfc 
!'<■<■(  Royal,  8.  C.yofih\   U.   9.  tog  Bydrangea. 

No.  4?>.  |  P.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia. 

Port  Royal.  8.  ft,  September  SO,  ft  ■■ 
Sik:  1  beg  leave  to  inform  me  Department  mat  the  r.  S.  tug 
Hydrangea,   Acting  Muster  Boflara  onmrnandlng,   arrived   at   this 
anchorage  this  Septemlwr  :!•»,  1-StM,  and  has  been  tadgned  to  duty  in 
me  tquaaron. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  n ■-■]» ■<  t fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  I>\hl«;hkn, 
Rear  Admiral,  Conuhj.   Smith  Atlantic  Hh/ckt  ftUMTOn* 

Hon.  QlDBOS  W  ki.i. k.s. 

.v. .  retary  of  the  Vo. 


CONFKDEItA'I'l':   UKT(  'UTS  AND  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Report  qf  Flag- Officer  //""'■'.  ft  8>    Vavy,  requesting  \  iqj 

fl<.  /'■  i'.  s.  s.  horn  .,,  Charleston*,  8,  C. 

Savannah.  (1a., October 6.  1883. 

I  had  the  honor  to  report  that  the  detail  of  man  from  my  command 

to  Charleston  had  left  the  leondiga  (gunboat)  without,  a  crew.    There 
is  no  win-  of  obtaining  men  except  from  the  Army. 

The  UOndiga  has  one  <5.4  Brooke,  and  one   IX-incli    Dahl^ren   L'lin. 
She   is  oilicered  and  equipped.      Vou  w--re  pleased  to  direct,  that  the 

men  alluded  to  should  be  asnl  bo  Charleston  on  temporal}  servia 
they  could  be  replaced  from  the  army  at  Charleston^  md  directed  to 
rejoin  the  leononga,  om  defense  here  would  be  sfo  ogwened  byaserv- 
iceable  vessel. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully, 

W.  W.  IIunteh, 

FI'l'J<}j}'"'  •     ''"!•"■  <t. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mali.ok\  i 

Secretary  of  'the  wavy,  Richmond,   Va% 


SOUTH    vti.a.vth:   BLOGKjUH 
Order qf  Flaa-OJiea  //- mtw.  0.  6 

to  at  '  i'irrjhj. 


siv  LKN  \H.  <  i A..    0  '•"•*. 

Sue:  Y<«u  are  hereby  detached  from  tin-  steamer  A  and  will 

charge  forthwith  of  ti  "y.  in  pi  Haster** 

Mm-'  Kennedj .  ret  rued 

1  am,  reepertrully, 

W.    W.    IllNTKK, 

FUuj-Oj  nllinij  Affrnlf. 

Pilot  William  Thomas.*  .  S.  Hvn  . 

'■■</. 

Krp.ii  to  Commander  Pinkney. 

W  .  W.  II. 

Lett  h     Secretary  of  th\    Navy  to  JHag- Officer  JBv 

\  '>rcc  Bent 

try  -/"/■./  /■>  *  thi i !..*<<>,,.  s.  ( '. 

C.  s.  Navy  Depabtment, 
Offio.  qf  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Fa.,  October  \ 

SlB:  Year  tetter  of  tin-  6th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai  v  has 
been  received. 

Iftag-Offioer  TUokeT  has  been  called  upon  i>>  return  tin-  men  belong- 
ing- to  tin    squadron  under  your  command,  unless  it   is  absolutely 
essentia]  to  the  public  interests  that  they  should  bo  further  n'tninecL 
l\y  eommund  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  very  reepeotfolly,  your  oii.vii.-nt  si-want. 

JNO.    K.    MlRIIKLL, 

Com/man  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Bustsr,  C  S.  Navy, 

Co/niini/itl!itt{,  •/<-.,  Savannah,  Ga. 


Extiractfror,  ll  »f  0]k  ration*,  kept  at  <  onfederate  headq 

Ohm  S.  <  ■.  regarding  tfu  accident  t>>  ti»  ...  rpedo 

bo*.'?. 

October  /-".  1863.  Bainlng  again  this  morning,  and  too  hazy  to  get 
report  of  the  fleet 

To-day  was  exceedingly  quiet,  and  the  enemy  did  not  fire  a  single 
shot,  although  Batteries  simkine  and  Chevee  were  in  slow  action,  the 

i  er  firing  S3  rounds  ami  the  hitter  H>  round.-. 

An  unfortunate  accident  occurred  this  morning  with  the  submarine 
boat,  by  which  Captain  II.  L.  Huniey  and  7  men  lost  their  lives  in  an 
attempl  to  runnnaertheii  hip.    The  boat  left  the  wharf 

at  9:z5a.  m.  and  disappeared  at  9:85.  As  soon  as  she  .sunk  air  bub- 
bles were  se.-n  to  list-  to  the  surfuee  of  tin-  water,  and  from  tin  •  fact 

it  i-  Buppoeed  the  hole  In  the  top  of  the  boat  by  which  the  men  entered 

was  notprornih  closed.  It  was  impossible  at  the  time  to  make  any 
effort  to  rescue  tin  unfortunate  men,  n  the  water  was  some  9  fathoms 
deep. 
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OebJx  r  in.  1863.— Still  raining  and  foggy.    The  repoii  ol  the  tlcet 
from  Sumter  is  that  the   />  four  monitors,  Mid  fcnteoty-two 

other  vessels  niv  inside  the  bar.  and  seven  blockading  reas eta  outside. 

October  is,  /so::.    The  abolition  fleet  h!  1 1  ilt. .ii  Heed  u  one  steam 
frigate,  two  sloops  of  war,  one  cutter.  9D  gunboats,  and 

seventy  six  transports 

Mr.  Smith,  provided  with  submarine  armor,  found  the  sunkei, 
murine  lamt  to-day  in  !•  fathoni.s  of   water.     The  engineer  department 
was  instructed  to  furnish  Mr.  Smith  all  facilities  in  the  way  of  rojx's, 
chains,  ete..  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to  recover  the  boat. 


Order  of  JFtag  Officer  Tuoker,  C  8,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Doner*  < .  & 

JSoVff,  u;hfiU  nt  of  •  ■  fot   OOi 

/*///,    On. 

Kl.A<:s»ur   CH  UELB8TON, 

-/; ;. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleaeed  to  receive  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 

.J.  H.  Rorhelle.  ('.  S.  Navy.  ."»«»  eon.xeript.s.  and  1  i:i\  ••  1  i  fin  prepared  t<> 
go  to  Savannah,  (ia.,  informing  DOfl  a  hen  they  are  n-ad\-  to  leaTB. 

You  will  hold  \  Dureell  in  readiness  to  take  marge  ol  the  detachment. 
Acting  Master  Slintzing  will  accompany  you. 

The  receiving  ship  Indian  will   W  -placed   under  command  of 

Lieutenant  (  iinuauding  .1.  II.  Kochelle,  ('.  S.  Na\  y.  during  your 
absence. 

Very  raapectbilrj .  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  Et.  TlVKKK. 

l'lu'i  •Officer,  Comn  Afloat* 

Lieutenant ■-Commanding  W,  G.   I'o/ilic.  C.  >    Navy, 

h\ ,       '    -  ihip  Indian  Chief,  Charlteton.  8*  C. 


[Talatcim.] 

Chaki.kvu.n.  s.  ('..  November  /,  t86S    9:30a,  »•■ 
Bombardment  of  Sumter  bas  continued  steadily  since  yesterday. 
Damage  considerable,  but  not  vital;  L5  casualties,  18  of  which  due  to 
fall  of  barrack  walls.     Ruins  of  fort  will  be  defended  t"  last  extremity. 
Ironsides  u  etiU  silent. 

(}.  T.  Bkaikkuari*. 

General  S.  Coopeb, 

■  <tt,ii,f  and  inspector  Qeneral,  Hiohnumd,  Va* 


[Trlegnun.] 

<  iiaiji  R8TON,  S.  C,  NovemoerS.  1868—8 ;$0 a.  m. 

Bombardment  of  Sumter  continues  still,  night  and  day.     Only  "J  cas 
oalties   reported  in  last   twenty-four  hours.     President   arrived  i 
yesterday- 

(i.  T.    BhlAI  KKOAKI). 

Qeneral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Tnepector  General,  Richmond,  I  •■■. 
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r //-./,;■  i.f  /;,;,.,"<  !',.«•■:  O.S    Army.  <■•    Major  I 

i  \gilana  in  Fori  Swnter. 

CHARLESTON,    S.    (  '..    .V 

Ma.ii.ii::  Look  on1  r«>r  mm  attempt  to  softie  the  trails  of  Fort  Sumter 
to  night 

Respectfully, 

Thomas  Jordan. 

CM  "f. 

Major  S.  Fi.i.nvrr.  Jr.. 

Fort  Si/ i i,  tar. 


On/,  r  '■/  ]'.  General  L' '/«'.;>.  *'.  S.  Army^  vegan 

by  hlorh-nL 

lIi,AiH,>rAK'ii:i;>  Iiicst  Military  DlSTBH 

Mount  Pieoaantj  November  Bt  1803. 

Any  vessel  of  vessels  which  may  attempt  to  enter  this  harbor  show- 

i  rad  and  bine  light  horizontally  and  near  together  will  be  allowed 

to  i  muss  ull  batteries  in  this  command,  and  all  batteries  will  endeavor  to 

protect  such  venal  From  attack  by  vessels  of  the  enemy.    This  order 

to  remain  in  force  until  Otherwiae  directed. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ripli 

W.  F.  N  an«-k. 

Atei *t" til  Ad}it1< 


n»m.] 

Chaki.khton.  S.  (.'..  .V,„v  //< her  12,  1863— 10  «.  m. 
Bombardment  of  Sumter  oontinnea  with  X  inch  mortars,  :'•<•  and 
LOO  pounder  Parrotte.  Only  one  man  slightly  wounded  in  the  last 
twenty  four  hours.  fonsHMS  remains  quiet  at  her  anchorage,  having 
moved  but  once  and  not  tired  one  .shot  since  attack  of  torpedo  boat 
*•  David."    Probabilities  are  she  ha**  been  ly  injured. 

<  I    T.  DBAUREG 

(  nlicr.ll    S.    (.OOl'KU. 

Ail'titt'iut  and  tnepeel  IUohrnona\  Va- 


Bemarfa  of  General  Beaureaara\  < .   8,     li*my,  rdatfa    to 

gunlxMits. 

(  uvKKKTON.  S.  C.,  November H 
Our  gunboats  are  defective  in  six  reaped 
First.  They  have  no  speed,  going  only  from  s  to  •>  mihs  an 

in  smooth  water  and  no  current. 

md.  They  are  of  t<  o  great  draft  to  nai  gate  our  inland  waters. 
Third.  They  arc  nuseaworthy  by  their  shape  and  construction,  as 
represented  I »y  uaval  officers.     Even  in  the  harbor  they  are  at  times 
considered  unsafe  in  a  storm. 
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They  are  incapable  of  resisting  the  \v    n.-i,  shots 

piers,  as  shown  by  tin-   Atlan/<i   in  Wnssaw  Sound  last 

n  not  tight  at  long  range,  their  guns  not  admitting 
..i«t  than  from  live  to  Baron  degrees,  corresponding  <" 
inge.    Bvea  at  long  range  naval  officers  are  of  opinion 
Pjue  nu\es  and  flat  decks  cl  our  gunboats  would  not  resist 
Kg  shots  df  tin-  * ■  1 1 « ■  1 1 1 x  "s  BOO  and  800  pounders. 
A>nt  proof  of  tin-  total  failure  <>f  tlir  throe  ironclad  gunboats, 
Wf,  Immetto  Stale,  ami  Charleston,  constructed  nt  such  cost  and 
.  is  that,  although  commanded  by  our  most  gallant  officers,  tin -v 
iot  tiro  one  shot  in  defense  of  Port  Sumter  during  the  naval  attack 
7th  uf  April  last,  nor  have  they  fired  a  shot  in  defease  of  Mor- 
Island  and  Suinter  during  the  present  Biege,  wlu.li  Ins  tasted  over 
ir  months,  excepting  on  one  occasion     the  assault  on  Sumter  -luring 
the  night  of  September  N  last,  when  tin-  C/uoora  flred   ;»    fov   shol 

tlir  enemy's  boats  and  bargi 

Sixth,    liny  an-  very  costly,  warm,  uncomfortable,  and  badly  vm 
tilated;  consequently  sickly. 

The  enemv*s  ironclads,  being  invulnerable  to  shots  nl>ove  water 
beyond  800  yards,  they  should  be  attacked  below  water.  Tho  basl 
way  to  accomplish  this  is  by  means  of  swift  seagoing  steamers,  capa- 
ble of  (raveling  l(*or  \'i  miles  an  hour,  shot -proof  above  Water,  and 
armed  with  Captain  I".  D.  Lee'-  submarine  repeating  spar  torpedo, 
which  i>  both  simple  and  certain  in  its  Operation,  Not  out- of  his  sub- 
marine torpedoes  has    yet    failed    to  explode  on   striking  a  resisting 

object.    The  experiment  of  the  "David/5  a  small  eigar  torpedo  b 

■  iiistthe  A'civ  frtmHttl'*.  shows  the  effect  of  ■  To  pounder  torpedo 
only  G  feet  below  water,  on  the  thick  side-    over  6  feet     ol  thai  see 
monster.    Since  the  attack,  about  one  month  ego,  the  Vau  Ironsides 
has  not  tired  one  shot,  notwithstanding  the  renewed  bombardment  of 
Sumter  has  been  going  on  twenty  'lays and  night  mtlj 

that  -In   has  been  seriously  injured.     Moreover,   Bhe  has  left  her 

anchorage  only  once  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  she  returned  to  her 

former  position,  abreast  ol  Morris  bland.    It  is  stated  that  a  propeiv 

sized  steamer.  £00  01  •'»«".1  tons,  liuill  like  a  blockade  runner,  but  made 
shotrpfOOi  and  armed  with  one  of  Lee's  repeating  submarine  torpedo 
apparatus,    could    be    built    in    abon!    three    months' -WOlidng    time    in 

England  for  the  sum  of  about  $950,000. 
I  venture  to  say  that  with  one  of  those  reseels  here  the  blockade  of 

Charleston  could  be  raised  in  less  than  one  week,  and  the  armv  of 
GiUmore  captured  very  short)y  afterwai  I        1 1 : i U"  a  doaen  of  these 

steamer--  w<  n  the  blockade  i  -\'  our  Atlantic  end  I  lull  coasts,  and 

enable  us  to  recover  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River.     Indeed, 

a  few  years  hence,  we  will    B8H    ourselves    in   astonishment    how  it  was 

that  with  such  a  great  discovery,  offering  such  magnificent  results  we 
never  applied  it  to  any  useful  purpo>e  in  this  contest  for  our  BOmes 
and  independence.     It  is  evident,  according  t«>  Lord  John  Russell's 

own  views,  that  those  steamers  can  be  constructed  in  England  18  sttOt 
pr(K)f.  unarmed  blockade  runners,  without  incurring  the  ri>k  of  bring 
seized  by  the  English  Government, 

I..      I.     lb  AIliKCAKD. 

.   .S     Army. 


BOOTH    All.ANiir    BLOCKAD]  U3R03T. 

/.•  it.  r  f r>»>>  val  station,   v  r/i,  to  FUtg-ttjj 

Hunter,    <  .   8.    Van  ■'■■<</  <"  hi  '.    X  S* 

. 

C.  8.   N  \\  i   Depabtjoeb 
( 'otm  <•<>..  Ni 

Sib:  Byauth<  the  Nnw  Department,  1  hereby  transfer  »<> 

your  command  the    steamer   Sompeon,  with  her   officers  and   m 
plain  Rogers,  oi   tbe  revenue  service,  who  will  report 

Die  for  ordi  i 

I  am.  ait,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Josiab  Taitnai.i  . 
( 'ommandani  Swuntuih 

Flag-OffioerW.  W.  BLtotkb,  C.  S^Hary. 

Squadron,   So 


It, /<i.r!  ■•/  FI>fJ- <($'''/•  /Til/if./-.   C   S  ft  tO 

th<  i  "i--  of  ojjloi  i.-.  and  <n 

Savannah,  li  v.  v    %\  / 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  SMfth  instant,  directing  me  to  sub- 
mit to  your  office  what,  In  my  Judgment,  should  be  the  oomplemei 
officers  and  on  n  oi  the  different  vessels  under  mj  command,  1  hen 
with  .suhmit  the  following  remarks,  with  the  list*  explanatory  of  the 
ratings  and  onmberB  appropriated  for  each  vessel,  baring  relation  to 
the  peculiar  service  oi  the 

The  floating  battery  Georgia  has  five  guns;  the  other  four  guns 
have,  been  loaned  to  the  armj  and  are  in  the  I  rka  near) 

place.     The  Gtoroia  basso  little  poweroi  I notion,  by  reason  of 

her  ill  fri 'live  and  powerless  machinery,  thai  one  assistant  engineer 
and  four  firemen  will  be  a  sufficient  number  in  tin-  engineer  depart- 
ment of  that  vassal,  and  the  ratings  stated  in  the  accompanying  list  of 
the  complement  oi  her  officers  and  crew  will  he  sufficient  for  her  \ 
Attar] . 

li,'  Rasohiie,  Stsmpton^  and  /       '    are  ordinary    river   steamers, 
without  a  battel  \ .  j i  i  \<r\    asarul  and  indispensable  in  the  various 
lervioas  required  in  these  waters. 
1  am.  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Iln 
flag  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat, 

immanderJ.  K.  Mnrnni..  ('.  8.  Navy, 

i  I 


I  ..,</,,  oi  '<  '>•,,-,  ii'iiniL  >■  M'i'iJiiV,  i\  s.  Navu,  f  'hi.  j  'ft  <>h 
i.  /-.<  and  wool  •'/'  th,  .-/  ■,,>. 

C.  S.  Navy  Dki-ai; 
t/jjh-.-  of  Order*  and  Detail,  Richmond,  \'»..  November  >.  /••< 
( )n  account  oi  the  difficult]   oi  procuring  spirit-,  it  will  not    be 
issued  hereafter,  till  further  orders  worn  the  Department, as  a  part  of 

tin  nav v  ration. 
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It  will  be  furnished  only  as  medical  stores,  t"  be  issued  on  tin-  pre- 
soriptioa  of  medics]  officers. 

In  lieu  of  spirits  the  articles  authorised  bj  section  Bof  the  act ''to 
establish  the  Davy  ration"  may  be  substituted,  or  the  union  may  be 

commuted  at  l  rents. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  tin-  Navy. 

Jno,  K.  Mik hell, 

mi  <  'large. 
Flncj  Oilier  \V.  W.  IIintkk.  (.'.  S.  Navy, 

<  '<•>!> !,<•!><, !',„ij.  .!<■.,  Samaniruthy  Qa. 


k'i >/■"'■>  from  'Beportoftl  taryqfthn  Ifaw^dated  Novembm 

1863y  regarding  vessels  coinpleUd  on-/  und  ->>i. 

Conk i sdbkaxb  Statbs  ojt  Ahbbioa, 
Vavy  Deportment,  Richmond,   VbvemberSO, 

VBWKW   n   COMMIS 

In  Ctuirlaton  Harbor,  mi  "i-Officfr  John  H.  fUdtw. 

Cfhioora,  ironclad  sloop,  I  gnus,  Commander  T,  T.  Runter. 
Charleston,  mm  >p.  •;  pins,  rommundcr  I.  N.  Brown. 

Pblmetio  State,  irom dad  sloop, 4  pins.  First  Lieutenant  J.  Butledge. 
Steam  tender  .hum. 

I-  8a  W.   W.  Hunter. 

Savannah,  Ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Oommandor  K.  P.  Pinkney. 
Georgia,  ironclad  steam  Boating  batto  pins,  First  Lieutenant 

W.  (Jwathniey. 

fomdiga,  steam  gunboat,  8  guns,  First  Lieutenant  J.  [6]<  Konnsrd. 
Sdmpeon,  steamer,  receiving  ship.  I  •_ 

Vbwki.s  OaKFUnVD  AMD  I  KDBS  I  tow. 

One  seagoing  steam  gunboat  of  6  guns  Is  advancing  to  completion; 
machinery  read] 

Che 

The  ironclad  steam  sloop  completed  and  in  com 

mission. 

Three  ironclad  strain  sloops  under  construction    one  receiving  her 
armor  ami  machinery,  tlrr  others  advancing  rapidly. 

The  iromlad  steam  sloop  S  .4  guns,  completed  and  com 

missioned. 
Strum  pmlioat  /wi/it/.'ijf/,  :\  puis,  completed  and  in  commission. 

Two  ironclad  Steam  StOOpS,  Of    I    pm>  ia«li.    ready    for  armor  and 
machinery,  tin-  laih-r  linishld. 

( )ne  steam  piniiout of  n  pins, luumhod und  receivingher  machinery, 
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TH    ATLANTH'    BLOOKADIKO    SQtTADBOff. 

rofCotond  Beatt.  ( .  8.  .)/. 
nt  ofthi 


Special  Qbdbbb,  I 
No.  i?.*. 


HxADQUABTEBfl   C.  S.   M  MUM 

Richmond,   \<>.    1> 


('«]. him    .1.    K.    1.    Tattnall    will    make    nionthh    in->p«  «  tion 

iiiarino  guards  attached  to  the  naval  squadron  under  the  command  of 
Fh\jr  I  lunter,  ( ',  S.  Navy,  reporting  the  results  to  the  adjutant 

for  the  information  of  the  undersigned. 

As  it  is  in  accordanee  with  the  views  of  the  Secrets  Navy 

thai  all  marine  guards  afloat  should  be  commanded  by  an  offioerof  the 
Corps,  Captain  Tattnall  will  detach  an  officer  t>f  his  company  to  com- 
mand the  guard  attached  t"  the  Oeorgiay  unless  the  interest  <»f  the 
service  ana  the  number  of  officers  at  his  disposal  will  not  admit  of  I 
detail,  in  which  '•vent  the  marine  officer  attached  to  the  Savannah  ^.^  ill 
make  weekly  inspections  of  the  guard  first  n  ferred  t"  and  report  the 
result  to  t  Saptain  Tattnall. 

By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Lloyd  J.  Bbai 
Colone?-,  Commanding  C,  S,  Marin*  > 


Flag-Oflicer  \V.  W.  lit  mku. 
mmanding  Naval  Faroe* 


Afloat.  Savannah. 


F.xtnut  from  journal  qf  operations  kept  at  •  rati  headquar 

(  'hurl <*tin,.    S.    i  . 

!><>  1863. — It  is  reported  that  the  work  at  the  end'ol  Long 

Island,  near  Seeeseionville,  appears  to  be  completed,  but  n  i 
yet  to  be  seen. 

AI>out  8:80  this  morning  the  gunboats  shelled  the  neighborhood  and 
in  front. of  the  batteries  in  tin-  Stono  for  half  an  hour,  after  «  hich  they 
landed  from  u  Hat  about  BOO  men  at  the  Lady's  Island  battery.  They 
came  up  Deep  Creek,  which  touches  immediately  in  rear  of  the  bat- 
teries. The  enemy  have  thrown  forward  their  pickets  to  the  creek 
heading  toward  the  village  and  in  advance  <>t  the  batteries.  They 
appeared  to  be  working  at  the  guns  left  on  the  2oth  instant.  Ms 
Jenkins  had  sent  yesterday  to  General  Wise  for  sling  carts  i>>  attempt 
their  removal  and  recovery,  but  they  did  not  reach  him  in  time  to  make 
the  trial  last  night,  and  to-day  three  gunl>oHts  w.-iv  lying  as  mar  the 
battery  us  they  could  get,  while  the  Pawn*  went  up  Kiawah  and  took 
a  ]>osiLion  opposite  an  old  Held  across  the  peninsula,  to  command  all 
approaches  and  prevent  our  advance.  Alter  shelling  for  some  time 
she  was  relieved  by  another  vessel  taking  position  near  the  battel 
It  will  Im  iin|>o-'ihle  to  recover  the  guns.  The  enemy  occupy  batteri 
with  stronger  force  than  we  cai  them,  with  pickets 

hetween.  and  covered  hy  intervening  embankments  and  protected  hy 
four  gunboatf . 

three  gtinboate  left  Lady'*  ;  -  the  atmosphere  wa 

thick  to  tell  whether  troopti  were  on  board, 
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Letter  from  //<'/>.  W.  /'.  MUesto  OeneratJSaawtsffard,transmitimol 
jrom  the  Secretory  of  thi  Wavy  regarding  torpedo  wo 

KUIIMUNH.   />.  968. 

\>y:\m  (Iknkimi  :  Kiiili.sctl  I  send  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Million,  to 
wliitin  I  submitted  your  notes. 

The  press  of  other  matters  and  the  accumulation  of  papers  made  me 
lose  sight  of  it  for  souk-  little  time,  aa  you  « ill  see  bj  Eta  date.  I  sup- 
pose \ "ii  will  not  be  retry  much  surprised  at  it-  contents. 

There  Is  nothing  new  of  interest  which  I  am  at  liberty  to'oomnrani- 
eate.  This  sounds  mysterious,  but  1  can  not  w\  more  except  mat  it 
relates  to  foreign  affairs.  It  mas  some  to  nothing  or  h-ad  to  advan- 
tageous results  if  dezterousry  and  judiciously  bandied,  Meanwhile 
wo  are  trying  to  strengthen  our  Army  and  render  our  military  system 
more  efficient.     Hut  there  is  ia<jo;fisn)  that  I  sometimes  feel 

wry  despondent.      ( 'an   you  not  state  with  sonic  official  certainty  thai 
the  enemy  are  considerably  Increasing  their  strength  in  the  vicinity 
l'oi1    U"\al.  and   upon  that   information  ask   for  BOHH  of  LongstTC 
troops? 

Tin-  probability  i>  that  he  will  winter  where  he  is  for  the  pUJJM 

njf  Ids  army.  In  that  event,  might  not  Jenkins  and  Kershaw 
be  specially  asked  for  by  you  if  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  the 
enemy  intend  an  attack  to  force  upon  the  ( Ibarteston  and  Savannah 
Sailroadl      I  do   not   know   whether  Jenkins,  who   is  very  munitions, 

would  liki-  to  abandon  a  utaior-general's  command  (which  he  now 
enjoys),  but  Cershau  would  like  to  recruit  his  brigade  in  South  Caro- 
lina.    It  is  reduced  bo  some  1,500  men,  and  might  be  largely  filled  up 

with  conscripts  and  men  from  regiments  now  on  the  ooasl  which  have 

01 1 -r  the  maximum  allowed  by  law.  This  hitter  fact,  l<\  the  v.a> ,  give* 
no  little  dissatisfaction  to  the  decimated  regiments  from  South  Carolina 

that  are.  and  have  bo  long  been,  sen  fog  outside  of  their  State.      If  you 

ould  gel  Jenkins  and  Kershaw  bothwey  would  be  invaluable  to  you. 
very  truly,  yours, 

\\'m.  Porches  Milks, 
General  (i.  T,  Bravkboaxd. 

-tire.) 

Navy  DepaBI  mint,  (\  S.. 

Siu:  Your  letter  of  the  1 1  th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  torpedo  res- 
seU.  and  enclosing  notes  of  General  Beauregard,  has  been  received. 

The  effect  of  submarine  torpedoes  exploded  in  contact  with  the  hot 
toms  of  vessels  is  generally  understood;  for.  though  experiments  have 

been   very  limited,   their   results,  and   particularly   the    results  of  the 

attempt  upon  the  awuideasi  Charleston  and  upon  a  gunboat  on  the 
James  Blver,  have  been  instructive  and  satisfactory. 

As  to  the  best  means  of  thus  Being  submarine  torpedoes  in  offensive 
war  much  speculation  and  many  interesting  devices  have  been  called 
forth.     Hut  as  yet  no  practicable  plan  that  I  am  aware  of  has  ben 

devised  for  the  construction  of  such  a  PeSSSl  as   this  mod< 
demands,  and  as  (ieneral    Beauregard  evidently  refers  to.     That  t 
may  be  carried  beneath  the  water  at  the  end  OX  a  spar  attached  to  the 
stein  of  a  vessel  and  exploded  b\  impact  against  an  opposing  ship  with 
terrible  effect  upon  it,  ami  without  serious  injury  to  the  torpedo  ves- 
sel, is  well  understood. 


The  chief  charad  "f  such  a  vessel  ;i-  General  B 

indicates  should  be  :i  "speed  of  LO  or  i-j  mil.-  an  hour,  and  Aot-pri 
above  the  water"  (and  recent  testa  shon  that  they  should  be  bo  & 
tin-  water  to  in  extent    against  the  enemy's  XV-inoh  gum  al 

close  quarters,     lint  the  means  bv  which  these  requirementa,  appar- 
entry  inconsistent,  are  to  be  obtained  and  oombxi  size,  conn, 

and  detailfl  of  the  ri  iel  and  machinery'  -he  does  not  indicate,  dot  b 
they  ever,  to  my  knowledge,  been  determined  or  suggested.  Bach 
vessels  oould  only  be  built,  within  an\  reasonable  time,  abroad;  and 
whether  the  Government  •  I  Ei  eland  or  France,  where  they  might  be 
most  readily  built,  would  permit  the  construction  of  ironclad  torn 
boats  within  their  jurisdiction  may  well  be  doubted.  Hut  if  built 
abroad  they  mnsl  necessarily  be  seagoing  vessels,  and  Ian  |h  to 

ernes  the  ocean  and  to  force  an  entrance  to  our  ports,  and  large  enough 
to  earn  the  coal  (or  the  voyage,  aided,  perhaps,  by  temporary  - 
I  mention  these  points,  not  in  opposition  to  their  construction,  it"  prac- 
ticable, but  bo  snow  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  to  have  the 
benefit  of  your  aid  in  overcoming  them  if  possible. 

To  construct  a  "steamer  of  J"11  01  •'•||11  tons,  built  like  a  blockade 
runner,  but  made  shot-proof,"  would  be  impracticable.  No  vessels  of 
this  character,  possessing  the  requisite  mobility,  speed,  invulnerability. 
and  draft  of  water,  have  ei  cr  been  built,  or,  to  my  knowledge,  planned. 

Upon  ili'-  subject  of  ini  iilneraMlit)  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  I 
no  Adequate  defensive  armor,  applh  men  vessels  against  the 

ivy  naval  ordnance  now  in  nsi  .  baa  yet  been  devised. 

l*nles>  soi ;M  i-  I'm  i  <v\   | ilnit  «i1'  Mich  vessels  can  be  devised  In 

the  besl  course  will  perhaps  be  to  submit  tlie  question,  throug] 
mander  Bulloch,  to  some  of  the  best  builders  and  machinists  or  Prance 
England,  unci  after  determining  the  plan,  I  >  contract,  if  possible, 
for  their  construction  and  deliver)  at  sea,  or  at  some  neutral  port 

It  is  proper  to  say,  however,  thai  it  will  always  bo  in  the  powei 
the  enemy  to  anchor  his  ship  and  protect  ber  against  torpedo  boats  by 
means  familiar  to  seamen  and  reaailj  iblc,  and  similar  to  th 

now  employed  to  protect  tin-  fronti/lee.     And  it  is  believed  that  the 
Federal   ironclads  anchored  al    Charleston    Harlxi  protect    them- 

selves  against  such  with  more  certnintj   than  against   those 

made  by  heavy  guns  or  heavy  rams. 

In  reference  So  your  remarks  relative  to  asking  an  appropriation 
from  Congress  tor  tlii-  \  I    >'-ill   he  happy  to  confer  with  you, 

and   also   to  obtain   tin     benefit    of   ;ui\    suggestion  yon  ina\    make  to 
facilitate  the  object  i"  view. 

General  Beauregard's  not-- on  the  ironclads  in  Charleston  having 
been  thus  presented,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  them.  Aftei 
that  thai  are  defective  in  -i\  respects,  he  says:  "They  arc  uu 
worths.*'  Certainly  they  are  unsea worthy,  as  vessels  usually  are  that 
an-  I'uiit  as  these  were,  \'<<v  harbor  defense'  chiefly.  Thej  are  not 
expected  to  go  tosea,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term,  To 
e  them   made    eaworthy  would   have  deei-euscd  their  defensive 

power. 

Booh  of  the  enemy's  monitors  b  iworthj  do  not  expose  them- 

selves at  close  quarters  to  his  heavy  guns. 

He  says,  further:  "They  are  incapable  of  resisting  the  enemy's 
XV-inch  shot  at  close  quart  ir  power  of  resistance  to 

shot  is  probabli  greater  than  those  of  the  enemy's  ships,  but  it  may 
well  Ik-  doubted  whether  any  ironclad  yet  built  is  capable  of  i 
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thorn.     It*  she  inclined  shields  of  these  ironclads  are  irjcapeble  of  such 
resistance,  the  shields  >>f  the  enemy,  nearly  verl 
He  further  gays: 

They  can  not  Bgbl  thdrguna  not  admitting  an  elevation  graetcr  than 

to  Beven  di  fn       ron  pondij     to  lx  to  1J  milea                                ong  range 

naval  offii    i             f  qjpu  d                                   In  and  tl.                i  our  (ninboats 

wmiiii  is.  i  resist  the  puii  200  end  800  poandenv 

These  vessels  were  designed  and  armed  to  fight  the  enemy's  iron- 

rluds.  whieh  run  inilv  D0  BDGCei  ifulH  BjSSjtiled  g|  .l.isr  .juarteix  and  the 

rangi-  of  their  guns  la  ample  for  this  purpo  i 

Hut.  iii  i »- .  i  1 1 1 1 « f  feet,  their  gun  bsve  the  elevation  usually  given  to 
the  port  gi in-  of  cruising  dupe.  "  If ."  as  General  Beauregard  Bays, 
"the  enemy's  ironclads  are  invulnerable  to  shots  above  water  beyond 
800 yards,'1  i  greater  range  than  from  IS  to  U  miles,  which  be  Bays 
our  vessels  posses*,  w  otilil  seem  not  onh  to  !•.•  uncalled  for,  hut  a  defect) 
demanding,  as  it  would,  a  larger  opening  for  the  gun. 

He  further  says: 

The  best  proof  ol  'in-  Iota!  faUnie  of  the  three  ironclail  ^unbent-  /'"'- 

metto  Stab .  and  <  'harlaUm,  i-onetrocted  at  such  coal  and  labor,  is  that,  although  com 
in.imU-il  by  our  iu-k-i  lm  liar  it  oiliciTf.  they  did  not  Bre  one  shot  in  the d  Pi  rl 

Bomtar  daring  the  djm  ii  attack  ol  the  ?th  of  April  last      Nor  bare  thej  find  a 
in  the  defense  of  Morris  [aland  and  Bnmter  during  the  Dreaanl  siege  i  which  ha-  la 

over  four  numt]       •    ceptonoj session  on  Bnmter  during  the  night 

of  Septembei  8  [aat,  a/hen  the  Chi  n  theenem  and 

bargea 

Tin*  fad  thai  the  ironclads  did  not  tin-  a  shot  in  defense  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  Morris  Island,  as  rtated,  can  hardly,  1  think,  he  regarded 
as  the  beat  proof  of  their  total  failure. 

I  suppose  tiiii  B1ag~Offii  reason  for  not  Bring  on  these 

occasions  was  understood  bi  Genera]  Beauregard.     Hut  u  the  on 
sion  to  do  so  i-  regarded  by  aim  as  the  besl  ei  taence  <>(  tin-  total  bulnre 

of  the  vessels,  it  is  proper  to  aaj  thai  the  failure  to  fire  on  th 

■ions  indioated  resulted  rrout  the  judgment  of  the  commander  and  not 
from  the  total  failure  of  the  vessels.  His  ships  were  designated  to 
fight  the  enemy's  ironclada,  which  that  could  only  do  with  fnirehances 
of  success  nt  toe  close  range  already  indicated. 

In  view  of  the  destruction  of  heavy  ordnance  employed  at  long  range. 
the  determination  of  Flag  t  KBcorTucker  not  thus  to  use  his  guns,  hut 
to  reserve  then  for  the  enemy's  advance  at  close  quarters,  and  for  the 
work  for  which  they  were  designed,  may  be  regarded  as  judicious. 

'I'll.      .ir«  very  contly,  warm.  rtablfe,  and  badly  v<  i  qoently 

siikly-" 

Xhese  objeotioofi  are  objections  certainly,  bat  tiiej  are  objections 
applicable  to  till  ironcla<h-  and  bo  those  of  the  enemy  in  a  far  greater 
degree  than  oars, 

Genera]  Beauregard's  notes  are  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

8.  H.  Mali  <un  . 

S  Ofi  Usry  <•/  tl<>  Navy. 
Hon.  W.  Porch kk  Milks, 

M>;mh-r  of  '  .   ttwAmOfld,    Va. 

pjtndonaBi 

Jam  \i.v  :>,  186& 
The  notes  uf  the  ^unUjats  furnished  t<>  Colonel  Miles  wen 
intended  for  Mr.  Mulloiy,  but  to  enable  Mi.  Miles  t«>  speak  knowingly 
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on  tin-  lubjact  when  rosaed  in  Congress,  and  to  pt 

possible,  to  tin;  melees  loss  of  material,  time,  and  monej  wasted 

il motion.    A  con  ince  t«.  nted 

to  enquire  into  the  efficacy  09  ite. 

(J.  T.  Beai 


/./ '  Mt'r>r  H,  :,.  •/■-//  (1 11  nit  r,    '.  rllun- 

Ay,    < '.     V.      \'/r//,    i;./'w/>'ih/    cimperatum 

Snr,iiiii'i!i  by  tfi-  snowy. 

Hjbadquabters,  Savannah,  January  9,  / 
(  M'iain:  While  endeavoring  to  guard  against  ail  the  contiogi 
which   inn v    possibly   arise,  should  the  enemy  threaten  <u.  1 

would  respectfully  enquire  what  assistance  you  are  prepared  tooffei 
in  cooperation  to  resist  his  attack,  should  lie  advance  upon  the  city  by 
way  of  t  1m*  river. 

1st.  What  support  can  you  give  Batteries  Lee,  Cheves,  and  Lawton, 
in  protecting  the  obstmcuona  :it  the  head  of  Elba  Island! 

2d.  In  ease  the  enemy  should  attempt  an  adi  ai  cc  apon  the  Uan  tlina 
ibore  b"   waj  of  dnion  C  an  naval  guns  be  brought  to    1 

on  that  approach  I 

::.l.  Should  it  suddenly  become  m»res.sn ry  to  throw  troops  act 
tin-  ( SaroBna  shore,  or  to  bring  them  back,  to  what  extent  could  you 
aid  us  in  Unit  einer^cnev  ' 

Very  respectfufly,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  F.  Gilmer, 
.'.  /   $  cond  1111/. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Huntku, 

Cfamdff.  Oonfaderatt  States  Naval  I  ••ninth. 


Letter  from  Flog  Vffieer  Hunter.  C  S.  Navy,toMaQ 

.  C  S.  d  tUtienunt  of  > 

Savannah,  January  /.'.  ■'■■<:',. 

Ukocbal:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yo 
ter  of  the 9th  instant.    To  tin-  interrogatories  enumerated  therein  I 
would  n  lh  unswer  consecutively,  first  placing  before  j  •■inlltho 

available  means  ;it  mi  command. 

This  •  ot  tin*  Savannahm  drawing  IS  feet  0  inches  water; 

armed  with  two  7-inch  Brook*'  single-banded  rifle  guns,  weighing, 
each.  1.5,000  pounds;  two  0.4  inch  Brooke  rifled  guns,  double-banded, 
Weighing  LO,000  pounds.  Two  of  these  can  hear  on  each  broadside, 
an  el  one  on  eueh  extremity  of  the  vessel    'The   S  lupplied 

with  ammunition  for  her  battery,  embracing  l>olts,  shells,  and  l'i:i|»'. 
Shell  maimed  with  conscripts,  who  are  as  wel]  trained  as  artillerists 
as  it  has  been  possible  in  the  period  of  time  which  the}  have  been  in 
the  naval  servic 

The  Georgia  ban  ironclad  floating  battery,  armed  with  five  guns 
Four  of  these  are,  on  her  broadside,  bearing  on  the  obstructions  near 
Fort  Jackson,  and  one  gun  on  the  extremity  of  the  vesselj  which  is  a 


SOUTH    \ii.\NTic    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


jmio  ia  uiaiiiK'ii  wuii  conscripts,  weu  traineu,  anu  \>eii  m 
ammunition:  her  power  of  locomotion  i-  about  5  mill 

To  your  first  question,  viz,  "What  support  out  you  give 
Left,  Uheves  [naval  battery],  and  Lawtos  in  protect] 


oundei  ride,  of  ft,700  pounds  weight;  it  is  not  adequate  for  the 
heaviest  projectiles. 

The  broadside  guns  oi  irgia  are  two  IX  inch  Dahlgren 

smoothbore  and  two  :-;•-'  -pounder  rifles,  5,700  pounds  each;  these  las! 
two  axe  H"i  banded]  and  are  not  adequate  Fop  the  heaviest  projectiles. 
She  is  manned  with  conscripts,  who  are  well  drilled  at  her  battery; 
she  is  well  supplied  with  ammunition.    The  6  is  a  fixture  in  her- 

self, for  want  of  locomotive  power  in  bar  machinal 

The  Fsondiga  is  a  wooden  gunboat,  armed  with  two  guns,  one  on 
each  extremity  <>f  the  vessel.    She  draw  eet   8   inches  water. 

One  of  these  guns  Is  a  Brooke,  6.4  Inch,  rifled,  double  banded,  wefgl 
inglOjOOQ  pounds.  The  other  is  a  IX  bach,  smoothbore  Dahlgren. 
She  Es  manned  with  conscripts,  weU  (ruined,  and  well  supplied  with 

•r  hour. 

r  to  batteries 
the  obstruc 
dona  ;it  the  head  <>f  Elba  bland,"  I  would  reply  by  Indicating  the 
Sawmnah  aa  the  most  efficient  means  ;ii  my  disposal  toward  'hut  and 
The  Qaorat&t  not  bavins  m  itself  the  power  ot  loromotion  in 

i<  placed  tor  the  defense  of  the  interior  obstructions  near  Fort 
Jackson.  Bavins  tfaut  dea  ribed  the  armed  force  under  my  command, 
I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  will  cause  it  to  act  where  you  signify 
to  me  it  may  be  most  available  to  cooperate  with  you  in  the  defense  of 

Savannah. 

I  will  promptly  reply  to  your  second  enquiry,  \iz.  "In  ease  the 
enemy  should  attempt  to  land  on  the  Carolina  shore,  by  way  of  Onion 
Causeway,  can  naval  guns  be  brought  to  bear  on  that  approach  1*  aa 
soon  aa  I  can  obtain  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  topograph; 
that  locality. 

In  reply  to  your  third  enquiry,  \'w.  "Should  it  suddenly  become 

necessary  to  throw  troops  across  to  toe  Carolina  short  .  or  to  hring 

them  hack,  to  what  extent  i-oiiid  you  aid  us  in  that  emergency?"    I 

two  side-wheel  steamers,  unarmed,  which,  when  loaded  with  all 

the  troop.-,  they  can  earn,  would  draw  S  feet  water.  These  run  carry 
together  ahoiil  500  men.  and  art  capable  of  towing  SCOWS  in  which 
may  he  placed  many  others.  These  two  strnuiei>  art  mailable  for  the 
service  you  dr.-ire.  It  is  propel  thai  I  should  state  to  you  that  I  deem 
it  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  of  my  command  to  have  the  services 
of  the  two  last-stated  steamers,  for  the  purpose  of  towing,  transporta- 
tion, and  communication  of  public  material  and    personnel,  supply  of 

fuel,  etc,  and  in  the  event  ot  the  larger  vessels  grounding,  or  m 

Contingency,  which   j  >e.  to  remove   the   new  gunboat,  ammuni- 

tion, arm-.  provisions,  etc..  pertaining  to  the  navy  DO  this  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W,  ihs-TKK.  I    S,  Navy, 
Flag  Officer,  <  it. 

W  s.  —I  have  this  moment  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

a  tracing  of  a  chart  of  the  vicinity   of  Savannah  from  you. 
Respectfully. 

W.  W.  II. 

Major  -General  J,  I'  Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army, 

8t  i  ond  <n<!.  !>■  <  . and  /7//.,  Savannah,  Oa, 
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I.-t(<i'   f  y  of the     ■  ■'&;■/■//■■ 

i  .  B.  N a%  >    DhpABXMI 
'  Order*  and  Ddmly  A  t88&. 

Sik:  7c^  communication  of  99tb  ultimo  1ms  been  received. 
Flag-Officer  Lynch,  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  has  been  instructed  to 
tranajrar  to  your  command  50  !•••<  raits,  it'  be  can  spars  ih«Mii. 
\'<\  command  at  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

lam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jho.  K.  Mi 
Comma 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Busted,  CS.  Navy, 

mding  Afloat^  >■■■  Oa, 


tetter  from    .'/•  ,    <".  &   Army,  ty 

If  a., hi.  i\   S.  y>'-'</.  tua  for  t/u  C.   8<  stetwum 

Tuondiga  i  vannaK, 

\\v. 
Savannah,  January  !■'>,  \ 

Captain:  1  bad  the  honor.  to  n ive  a  few  days  ago  your  commani 

cation  of  1-th  instant  (in  i <  pi >  to  mine  <>f  the  9th),  in  which  von  saj 
that  you  will  cause  flu  armored  force  under  your  command  to  >p 

m   with  in.-  in  tin-  defense  oi  Savannah  in  such  manner  as  [maj 
indicate.     As  agreed  upon  inour  personal  Interview  yesterday,  I  wo 
respectfully  suggest  thai  t  1  ■ « •  hondiga  and  Savannah  be  placed  at  a 
point  between  Lee  battery  and  the  obstructions  at  the  bead  of  Elba 

::•«!,  ;ind  within  400  yards  of  the  obstructions.  From  this  position 
full  protection  can  be  given  against  any  attempt  to  remove  the  bar- 
riers, and  at  tin  Bams  time  the  approaches  to  Proctor'n  Landing  will 
be  under  the  tin  of  your  guns. 

I  note  your  suggestions  as t"  measures  for  firing  upon  tin-  approaches 
to  the  Carolina  snore  of  the  Savannah  River,  and  they  meet  with  my 
full  concurrence.  A  signal  station  i  being  established  at  Bed  Bluff, 
on  New  River,  in  communication  with  Proctor's  Landing  and  this 
city.  By  this  means  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  move* 
mentB  in  that  quarter  will  be  received,  gii  lug  time,  it  is  believed,  for 
the  vessels  to  take  up  the  positions  in  the  Back  River  that  you  b 
propc 

I  have  to  thank  yon  for  yout  offer  to  furnian  even  aid  in  '.our 
power  in  transferring  troops  across  the  Savannah  River,  bouid 
emergencies  require  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yourobedii  nl  servant, 

.1.   F.  (ill. Ml  i:. 
.1/  5  cond in  Command,  /Ay/.  >".  <'..  tra.^and  Fin. 

Klag-Ollii-.-r  W.  W.  Himku. 
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Letter fiom  Flag-  Gffi  <  t  HunU  r,  ft  8*  Nary,  to  Maj"r- 1 
C.  S.  Army,  regarding  q  lane*  with  ilk 

9ugt/».it)f/i  0/tm  letter. 

Savannah.  January  16,  UMtj. 
I  have  the  honor  to  recejnra  70m  letter  of  this  daj  in  relation  to  the 
cooperation  of  the  force-  tuktei  my  coiiimaiid.  I  hava  directed  thai 
the  Savannah  tod  Hondiga  be  placed  as  designated  by  you.  The 
Snmy*on  and  Rrxiitutt  ai-e  in  readmcs*  to  perform  tin;  - rvicc  of  trans- 
porting troops  to  Union  Oanseway,  the  \  Icinity  of  which  place  I  have 
caused  t<>  be  Bounded]  and  I  have  selected  the  poaitloD  for  the  San 
nah  and  bondiga  t<>  take,  should  you  deem  it  requisite  to  command  the 
causeway  with  their  guns. 

I  am.  very  respectfully, 

W>i.  \Y.  Him  ik. 
FI<uj-<  >$> , ,-.  Commanding  Afloat 

Major-rJenernl  .1.  F.  (mi.mkk.  ( '.  S.  Navy, 

Secoii'l  in  Oomt&and,  Oept.  &.  <'.,  <>■  P?a. 


Litter  from  qfiaan  t<>  "Flag-Officer    Tucker%  0,  8.  Navy,   requesting 
appointment  toeervict  i»  torpedo  hoot, 

Charleston  Sartor,  January  16,  186£. 
Sn;:  Saving  been  informed  thai  the  torpedo  boabi  now  bo  \> 
of  construction  and  approaching  completion  at  thie  place  will  be  nndei 

the  control  of  the  Navy  and  placed  "n  od    ome  of  it<  officers, 

m  are  anxious,  having  great  eoafideooe  iii  them,  to  fan  OUT  fortunes, 
anil  respectfully  request  thai  oar  applications  be  ooBffidered  conned 
cdly,  as  in  an  enterprise  so  hazardous  mutual  confidence  among'  those 
engaged  should  exi.-t. 

Very  resjM'ct fully,  your  olmdienl  <ervanl-. 

B.  V.  Shzlli  . 
Acting  Master,  O.  &  Navy. 

\\  .  F.  ,jom:>. 
Acting  Second  Assistant  /'.'/if/im.--.-/-.  ('.  S.  Navy. 

Fla.L'-Oflieei  .Ivo.   EL  TlJCKEK.  ( '.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Charleston,  S>  ft 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Thicker,  > .  8%  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Do  ier,  < 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  oommana  of  th  V.  8%  8,  I 

FLAGSHIP  Ciiaui.kston. 

Charleston,  January  97,  1864. 

Sin:   You  will  he  pleased  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  OK 
during  the  temporary  absence  of  Commander  Hunter. 
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You  will  receive  all  orders  and  instruct  ion*  Erom't  Sommandctr  Hun 

that  he  may  have,  :in<l  carry  out  tlir  seme. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  11.  I 'i 
flag- '  • 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  («.  Dozoer,  I  .  S.  Navy, 

/,'  -''•//■  Indian  <  hie/,  ( 


Order  of  flag  Cfficet    Hunter,  0,  S.  Navuyto  I 
c.  S,  Navy,  oommand&ng  C.  S.  S.  hondtga,  t<>  ux*>nit<  jH#iti<,n  near 
Fori  Bartow,  Si,  dugtatw*  Greek, 

Savannah.  January  W,  1*64. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  paper  ia  a  diagram  drawn  and  irritten 
Major-General  GKiraer  for  yum-  guidance. 

You  will  pror.-i'd  with  tin  w  under  your  command  near  Fort 

Bartow,  la  St  Augustine  Creek,  and  with  all  your  means  execute  the 
Korvice  stated  ;i-  \n-\u*>  t  In-  oh  ice r,  of  your  movement  Bfl  written  tlmreon. 

Be  careful  t * >  move  on  the  rising  tide,  that  accidental  grounding 
may  be  remedied.  Look  well  to  the  contingency  of  being  out  on 
from  Savannah  bs  anj  movement  in  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  In 
fuel,  provisions,  and  in  every  respect  keep  your  vessel  in  the  most 
i Efficient  condition  for  the  service  you  are  eharged  with,  and  do  all  in 
your  powi-r  t"  cooperate  with  and  aid  the  military  authorities,  and  in 

the  execution  of  these  duties  he  ^uid ur  hest  judgment.     Pol 

form  this  service  it  the  very  earliest  moment  the  tide  and  circum- 
Btaneee  will  admit.. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

WU.    W.   HlJNTEK, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  S.  Kknnaiiu,  (*.  S    Navy, 

Ci/iiimandaa/  <  '.   8.   S.   honaHftt. 


<  S.  gunboat  h»r«l'"i»  r.»  li<-  u 1 1 •  1  •  t  the  gum*  at  Fort  Bartow,  in  St, 
Augustine  Creek,  covering  Oatland  I-hmd  nd  the  approai  b  tfirougu 
Wilmington  Narrows.  This  position  will  enable  the  laondigd  to  pro* 
i(rt  tli.-  passage  of  our  troops  from  the  mainland  (<>  Wttitemarab  and 

Oatland  Island.      Drawn  hy  tin-  liiind  ami  reoeived  from  Majoi  (niitrnl 
Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army.  Savaruiali.  .human   87,  LS64. 

VVm.  W.  Huntek.  ('.  S.  Army. 

Copy  of  a  diagram  furnished  me  by  Major-General  Gilmer.  Savan 
nan.  .January  87,  1n>4.  and  the  original  furauhed  Lieutenant  com 
manding  J.  S.  Kennard  with  hla  orders. 

W.  W.  Mi  mkk.  (  .  8.  Navy, 


7nx 
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(.'.    •>.    .\.  •/'/, 

'.  SI  Navy,  comma  '  .   S.   *.  [simdiya,   i 

Sa\  an  nam.  -A/ 

You  \sili  resume  your  old  anchorage  near  the  C  >.  B«  5 
keeping  yew  vessel  in  readiiiess  to  proceed  again  to  your  p  »>si- 

tion  or  •  tsewhereat  I  moment's  notice  to  do  i 
1  :uii,  respectfully, 

W.  W.   Hi;vn:i;. 
lTlag-Offi&  i  -.  ( 

Lieutenant  J.  S.  Kjennabd,  C.  S.  tfan 

S.  8.  foond 


Savannah,  Jm  BK£ 

Hie  stern  gns  of  the  C.  8.  B.  Savannah  burst  yesterday  b 
exploding;  within  it     Ii   is  vnn    ilesirnble  fn  replace  ii  ai  this  time. 
The  gun  ires  a  7-inch  rifle,  single  banded.     Please  telegraph  me  how 
and  when  I  mm  replace  ii. 

Wm.  W.  IIiviki:. 
flag-  Offic  r,  0  >t. 

Commander  J.  M.  Brooke,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Oh%qf  qf  Ordnana  and  Hydrography,  Rtchnu 


Tattnall,  i  .  s.  Navy,  to  \f  Naval 

Cbmmitfa  qftfu  Tfowk  <•/'  L'  fording  M<   uaaptc 

,,f  ><.!>'«! ,-.  harbor  <i-f<  n 

I  .  S.   N\\  V    I  UBPABTMl 

i  /\  <{fii<>.  Savannah,  <<<'■.  February 3t  !■• 
Siu:    I  have  tin    honor  to  arl<nowli-<lj_.v  the  receipt  of  your  h-tte 
the  35th  ultimo,  requiring  me,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
House  of  Representatives,  to  furnish  any  information  I  may  pnvMssas 
to  the  adaptation  for  harbor  defense  of  the  vessels  constructed  for 
thai  purpose,  and]  it'  not  adapted,  whether  steps  have  been  taken 
improve  those  in  process  of  construction. 

I  shall  confute  my  reply  to  the  vessels  constructed  in  this  harbor, as 
I  have  no  knowledge  ox  the  character  <>f  those  const  meted  etaewhc 

In  the  early  part  of  the  war  four  small  wooden  gunboats,  drawinft 

lint  9  Feet  water  and  mounting,  each,  8  heavy  guns,  were  constructed. 

They  were  intended  to  be  bowed  intojposition  bv  a  small  foreeof  light- 

draff  ateami  re,  which  had  been  purchased.    Tne  introduction  of  iron 

vessels  and  other  causes  led  auuseqaently  to  the  dismantling  of  this 

t'or.-e.      It  vva>  eolleeted  on  the  -pur  of  tin    moment,  ami  was  the  only 

force  then  to  (>-•  obtained. 

The  nezl  vessel  constructed  was  I  l:ei  steamer  Atlanta.    She 

the  lower  i.«..ly  of  the  purchased  English  steamer 

gal, 

:  i  Seen  tarj  of  the  Navy^s  oall  i->r  my  opinion  of  her  effici 
vessel  of  war  I  replied  that  the  work,  as  far  as  nut  the  eye. 
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well  executed;  that  the  vibration,  when  under  steam,  and  from  the 
firing  of  ber  gone,  mi  bat  little;  tli;itherspe« ,  |  [east  6  miles  the 

lnuii •;  thut  ibe  Steered  well,  ami  that  her  draft,  witli  half  her  coal,  was 

15  feet    For  her  strength  and  eadurano  \xd  I  referred  aim  to 

t  h<  1.1-  f:iimli;ir  wiili  ber  construction,  which  I  wat  not,  u  I  did  not  Bee 
bez  until  she  wis  covered  in. 

Her  construction  hud  been  under  tin-  <•-,  control  of  private 

agents  of  the  Navy  Department,'  the  officers  proper  of  the  Navy  hav- 
ing had  nothing  to  do  with  her.     Her  draft,  with  everything  on  ooard, 
proved  to  be  quite  L6  feet,  rendering  her  for  general  purposes  una 
Jap  ted  to  the  narrow  channel  and  shoal  watora  of  this  harbor  and 
station. 

Theaeeond  Ironclad  constructed  bare  was  the  steamer  ■ 
now  in  commission.    She  lis  well  constructed  and  a  verj  fine  ship. 
drawing  12  fa  i.  also  somewhat  too  great  a  draft  for  these  waters, 
I  do  not  see  how  that  could  have  heen  remed  ed   without  a  sacrifice  «»f 
other  important  considerations.     Her  speed  Is  represented  to  be  *»i 
miles  with  15  pounds  of  steam. 

Two  other  fine  ironclads  are  on  the  stocks  and  nadv  tor  their  armor. 
It  is  thought  that  their  draft  will  be  something  (ess  than  ii'  feet 
Their  efficiency  w  ill  depend  on  the  character  of  their  engines,  of  which 
I  know  aothingi 

1  think  the  hulk  of  these  last  three  ironclads  well  adapted  to  the 

purpose  of  their  construction. 

Two  other  small  wooden  steamers  were  also  constructed  here  before 
die  introduction  of  ironclads.    They  are  good  yesse]  leir  class, 

hut,  in  view  <<f   ihr  character  of    th<-  enemy's  vessels,  are  of    but  little 
consequence. 

I  have  the  honor  tone,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  -<  i 

JOSIAB  Taitnai  i  . 
Commandant,  Savannah  Naval  Stan 

Hon.    CM.I    ONKAII. 

Chairman  of Naval  Commit/,; .  Richmond,   Va* 


fri  i,'  nil   ■■■  tnftln        \  :■>  nl'i '  lul   111  i'hlt  ij'. 

C  8.  Navy   Dkpaktmknt, 
Offiet  qfOrd&najnd  /''tail,  Richmond^  PZa*,  February  h,  /wj. 

I.  The  Department,  deeming  it  of  the  first  important  a  that  no  oppor 
tunity  be  neglected  for  il"-  advancement  of  tin;  midshipmen  in  their 

.studies  and  deportment ,  direct*: 

II.  All  OOmmandsn  Of  national  vessels  in  the  Confederate  waters  to 

enforce  strictly  the  "sunset  regulation  "  in  granting  libertj  to  d 
sliipmen  under  their  command,  and  to  insist  upon  their  pursuing  their 
studies  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  the  school  ship, 

III.  That  each  midshipman  be  required  to  keep,  in  his  own  hand 

Writing,  journal-  of  their  service,  and  watch,  quarter,  and  -tation  hills 

of  the  reasels  in  which  thej  maj  serve,  to  be  prod  ilr  exam- 

ination in  December  next,  together  with  letters  from  their  command 
ing officer  certifying,'  to  their  good  conduct  and  studious  lmliits. 
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IV.  Commanding  offioera  will  c 
■  1 1 1 1 1 1 i  1  :■  1 1 1 i  to  all  the  midBhipmea  under 
Bjf  oommuid  oi  r li«  ry  "i"  ih&  S.ivy. 

i      l     K.    Mnvin 

Flag-Officer  \V.  W.  Hvbtbr,  1  .  S.  Navy, 
Sent  to  all  commanding  officers  of  tin*  Bqnadroo. 

K.   C.    Kl>I.l.<K'K. 

Flag-i 


Ii< l»>ri  of  Mi'}"/-  Ji  til-ins,  C.s.    Amu 

Hk.AIm."  Till  KM)   SlH-DlSTKK-1. 

Captain:  The  side-wheel  gunboat  came  up  the  Stono  this  mora 
iIm.mi  b  o  .  lurk  and  anchored  off  LegarcVille,  where  she  was  when  the 
report  l«-ft.     Alioui  bum  ii  gunboat  went  up  theEiawah  River 

and  was  there  at  dark.      \  Bchoonerwent  out  at  9:90  o'clock  a>  m. 
There  are  9  sohoonera,  l  tern,  1  brig,  '■'•  small  transports,  and  2  pin 
boats  in  the  storm  and  Polly  rivers.     A   larg<    fire  is  to  be  seen  on 
Kiawab  1-laml.  in  the  direction  oi   Baas  Inlet     One  gunboat  i»  in  the 
North  Edisto  River. 
Respectfully, 

John  Jenkins, 
Mtyor,  ■  nding  Third  ' 

Captain  Jambs  II.  Pbabcb, 

Assist  a  nt  A<  Ij  utant-Qeik   ■ 


rftom  General  0.  -s'.  4tww,  to  Flag-Officer  Tucker, 

ft  S.  A  thattfu.  " David    he  aligned  t><  doty  m 

St  on  i  ■  I: 

Hindus.  DbPT.  B.  C,  (i.\.,  and  Fi.a.. 
Charleston,  s.  <  ..  / 

Sir:  Can  not  the   ■  David"  i»'  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Stono  River? 
Theenemj  bavins  removed  the  torpedoes  laid  near  the  obstructions, 
I  think  it.  would  be  extremely  desirable,  before  sending  this  boal 
the  Stono,  to  destroy  one  or  mom  of  the  enemy's  small  guard  bo 
that  picket  between  Schooner  Creek  and  Cumming's  Point,  soasto 
make  tin-  enemy  fear  aa  attack  on  the  latter  spot. 
K<'s|K<tfiillv.  your  obedient  servant, 

I  ■     1*.  Bkaihkcard, 
(<■  ii, nit'.  ( bmmanding. 

BTJag*Offieer  Tocxaa, 

Comma  \  Afloat,  Charleston. 
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/..'/..■■  from  General  Beavregara\C.  S.  Atmy,  to  Flag- Officer  Thicker, 
< .  s.  Ufavy,  mggesUag  //■  />.,. ■•:./"  attaol  ■  :,  .  barges. 

Hqdbs.  Deft.  S.  0..  Gju,  andFla., 
C%i,U«t<m,  S.  <:.  February  i 
Sir:  Inreplyto  your  letter*  of  yesterday,  I  hasten  to  say  that  1  have 
no  special  servles  Eaa  1 1 1<-  Stono  u>  safest  heyond  the  destruction  of 
the  I'aumee  or  Marbk  heady  but  th  -.  for  which,  it  would  appear, 

are  substantially  destroyed  bj  the  want  of  a  pilot  acquainted  with  tin- 
channel. 

It  is  not  in  Schooner  Creek  that  I  had  desired  the"]  tail  "id"  to  attempt 
operations,  hut  against  the  enemy's  bargee  %\  high  tide  between  toe 

mouth  of  tliat  creek  and  ( .'ummings  Point. 

RespeotfuQy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

(J.  T.  Beaurkgasd, 

0i  ,■  ,•'"'.  i  bmmanding. 
Flag  -Officer  .1.  It.  Tocacn, 

mtiantlhuj  c.  s,  Xttnil  Fm'o*  .\H<»ii.  Charleston  Harbor. 


Lett' i  from  Colonel  And  \ftnytco9nmdnd*i  batteries, 

to  Flag-Officer  il»><t<i\  c.  s.  Navy,  regarding  Horn  famed  (»> 

smtl/Hh. 

Headquarters  Kiyer  Batteries, 

February  /••;,  1864. 
Sik:  The  colonel  commanding  din-els  me  to  say  thai    ihe  following 
instructions  have  been  issued  to  the  sentinels  on  duty  al  Fori  JacksOD 
and  Battery  Lee  in  regard  to  naval  boats,  etc.! 

•  •••••• 

No  naval  I  mats,  if  recognized,  will  lie  hailed  or  molested  during  the 
day. 

Should  a  sentinel  have  doubt  a--  to  the  eharactei  <>f  nay  l>oat,  he  will 

hail  her  three  times.      If  no  reply  is  given,  he   will   lire  al   and   hring 
her  to  the  wharf. 

•  •»•••• 

At  night  no  boai  wffl  be  permitted  to  pMS  without  the  watchword. 
If  the  sentinel  has  any  mist  rust  as  to  her  character,  he  will  order  her 
ashore  and  demand  the  countersign. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  Hi -NTKK.  C.  S.  Army. 

/.A  etc 

Flag-Officer  \V.  \V.  Hunter, 

Commanding)  >t,-..  Savannah. 


Report  qf  Colonel  Tali,  0,  -s'.  Arm  if,  giving  picket  observations. 
Headquarters  Third  Sub-District. 

John*  Ix/ond,   Fthruni'fi  /■'..  / 

Captain:  Alx>ut  9  o'clock  a  gunlxmt  came  up  the  Stono  and  threw 
9  shells  at  the  pickets.     She  remained  until  snnsel  and  then  returned 
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to  her  usual  anchorajn-.      I'lun- an-  7  Bl  B,  1   brig 

t'-ni.  and  Sgunboate  So  fche  Stono  and  (Tolly  rivers.    One  go 
in  the  North  I'M i  tF  the  mouth  of  BohiikH  <  Si 

Veiv  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bernmt, 

W.  B.  Takm. 

Captain  .1  unca  H.  PbaBob, 

i    istafU  Adjutant- 1 


ItrqfFl  S.    tVi/wy,  to  Acting  M 

Bebbard\  G,  8.  Navyt  toamm*  command  of 

Savannah.  &j. 

You  arc  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  C.S.  S.  So/nji 
and  will  assume  the  command  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Firefly,  relieving  Pilot 

W.  Thomas  <if  tin-  same, 
Respectful!  \. 

Wm.  W.  Hi-stkk, 

I''l,t<l-(>J>!    •  ,-.    |     ■m.n.tiuiilUJ  Afoot. 

.Master's  Hate  S.  V.  QSHBABD,  G  S.  Navy. 

You  will  reoi  ive  the  arms  and  ammunition  into  your  charge  now  on 
hoard  the  Firefly.  These  you  will  be  responsible  for  both  as  to  their 
condition  for  see  and  careful  preservation,  furnishing  Commander 
K.  F,  i'inkiH  s .  I  .  Si  Navy,  with  an  inventory  and  receipt  for  the 
same. 

Wm.  W.  IIuntku. 
Flag- Officer    I 


ft,  port  nf . Major  J.  ><>'.  '■■'■•,  <\  67.    [rmy,  giving  picket  ofoarwrti 

IIkaikjuakti ma  Third  Si  H-Difmucr. 
John's  hland,  / 
Caitain:  About  0  o'clock  a.  m.  one  of  the  gunboats oame  up  the 
Stono  u>  far  afl  Lagareville  and  compelled  the  pickets  to  retire,  and 
the  other  gun  boat  went  up  tli<-    Kiawah  River  hcy<»ud    Mrs.  Neyles'. 
The  gunboats  in  front  of  Legardville  throw  three  -lull.-  at  the  Lady's 
Island  battery.     At  1:80  p.  in.  both  returned  to  their  usual  positions. 
A    river  steamer  went  out  at  '.'>  nVluek,  ^oin^  >outh.     There  mv   1 
cliooners.  1  tei  n.  and  2  gunboats  in  the  Stono  and  Folly  rivers. 
Respectfully, 

JOHM  .Iknkins. 

I     (.lain  Jam  us  1 1.  IV.akck, 

tnt-  General. 

■ 


Letter  Jrwn    Major  General    <  '  ■    *■  Arrny^  to  Fl 

Hunt -,.  •'  s    \.<,„.  ,-.f,irtinoj fl»  transfer oja  Brooh  :. 

Hkadqdabtbbs, 

Savannah,  y  T7%  186 

<  ai-iain:   I   am   directed   bj   General  lUauie^ard  to  en«|uire  if   you 

can  transfer  to  me  the  Brooke  gun  of  6.40  caliber  that  had  its  muzzle 
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shot  off,  which  was  spoken  of  during  the  ■_•<  ueraFa  reoeol  visit  t«>  this 
city. 

if  you  can  turn  it  over  to  me,  I  propose  t"  save  the  muzzle  out  off 
Rod  toe  piece  banded. 

I  am.  captain,  very  respectfully. 

J.  I'.  (In  mki;. 
A/"/.  Gen.  and  Second  in  Command,  /'>/>/.  S.  (\%Qa.,imd  Vlo. 

Flap-Officer  W.  W.  IIintkk. 

mantling  Ajtoat,  Savannah. 


'■-■/■  •'.»''  Flag- Officer  Htmter,  < .  8.    Vow,  to  (  for  Pihlmey, 

< .  8.  Xirr/.  in  relation  to  proposed  attack  on   WJdteinareh  /*/ 

-wannah.  J''bruary&B,  lXG't. 
Exercise  j  our  discretion  in  cooperating  « ith  the  Army,  touching  toe 
present  attack  on  Whitcmar.sh  Island.     It"  the  foond/iga  i*  needed  to  act 
wiih  the  troops,  give  her  the  necessary  orders.     His  naval  court- 
martial  is  adjourned  till  %  farther  notice  t->  its  members. 
Respectfully, 

W.M.    W.    HlNTKK, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  AjtoaA. 

Commander  B.  F,  Puulmbt,  C  s.  Navy, 

Cbmsmmding  C.  v  S.  Savamnah, 

Note.  —  This  order  (fas  delivered  t<>  Brigadier-I  tanera]  Mei 
telegraphed  to  Commander  \\.  F.  Pinkney.  oommandinj  1  8. 

Savannah.  Ivin<j  near  Klhu  Island  at  .'>  p.  m.  this  (lav. 

w.  W.  ll..  a  s.  Navy. 

Ordm    :'   Flag- Officer  Hunter.  C.  S,  Wavy,  to  <■  der  Pinkt 

f '.  S.  Natn/t  t"  -""j'' 
from    Whitcinarxh  Inland. 

Savannah.  F-  l>r.><lnj  22,  18'j ',     0  \  i,      . 
The  commanding  hac  requested  me  to  cooperate  with  the 

land  fon>--  in  repelnng  theenemj  from  Wbitemarsh  Island, and  informs 

me  that  he  has  directed  an  attack    by  troops  fo  he  made  on  the  part\ 
landed  at  White-marsh    Island.      He  a-ks   for  na\al  aid   in  preventing 

their  embarkation  in  a  gunboat  and  three  transports,  which  are  at  nana 
for  that  purp(»e.  You  will  please  render  all  the  aid  and  cooperation 
in  that  respect  with  the  forces  under y our  command  consistent  with  a 
proper  core  of  tin-  SaoamiaA  ai  tile  chief  naval  means  of  defense 
against  the  water  approaehes  to  Savannah.  The  court-martial  of 
whi.h  you  are  a  member  is  adjourned  till  a  further  notice  t<>  its 
members. 

Respectfully, 

W.M.    W.    II.   NTKU. 

F<  .l./iW. 

Commander  K.  V.  I'inkNOT,  « '.  8.  Navy. 
Commanding  C,  S.  v  Savannah. 

Note. — Commander  R.  K.  Pinkney  is  authorized  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  L-omlhi<t  on  tin-  occasion  above  mentioned. 

u.  W.  II. 
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Letter   from    Hi  ral   Mr>;,\     i  '.     8.   Arm;/,    t<>    I 

Hunter,  G.  *.  Navy,  rejueeting  Ih  j>n><r/,<- 
Bartom  tht  OQprthtnded  attack  qftlu 

IIOOHS.    Mll.ITAKY    I  »IS  r.   (Is.     WD  .".l>   Mll.lTAKV    I  »IST.  8.  < 

Savannah,  Khruary  86,  tfk 
Sir:  1  have  tin-  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  pragma]  already 

made  you  to  station  seel,  the 

1  hd  much  ooaoerned  at  the  exposed  condition  of  the 

Savannah,  and  apprehend  an   attack  of  the  enemy  with  much   hn. 
forces  than  heretofore   from    On  fcion  of    Wbitemarsfa  Island. 

Your  vessel  would  be  entirely  secure  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Bartow 
and  would  very  malarial ly  assist  in  defense  against  :m  attack  in  Unit 
quarter. 

I  mosi  earnestly  urge  upon  yon  this  point,  and  beg  to  hear  from 
on  the  Bubjecl  al  your  earliest  convenience.     Your  compliance  with 
mi  request  would  relieve  me  from  no  little  anxiety  upon  the  sub 
of  ;i  surprise  al  thai  point  bj  bargi 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant] 

II .   W.  Mi.i:«  i  i:. 

Brigadu  >■-  Gent  ml.  (  bmmandinff, 

( bmmodore  Huntkk, 

• ".//  /•;./•  vnah. 


Letter  f row  Flaa-Offieet   Uvrnter,  C.   S.  Ndvy^ta  Briyadiar-Qen 
Jtfct'ccr,  ('.  S,  Amui,  •!.-,■,  ,ij  quest  for  yerofa  Brook 

gun. 

Savannah,  February  86,  t8k 
On  the  arrival  of  a  gun  from  Richmond.  Va.,  for  the  C.  S.  8 
null  (which  I  am  hourly  expecting),  I  will  take  pleasure  in  complying 
with  tin   request  of  General   P.  G.  T.  Beauregard  in  relation  to  the 
injured  gun  now  on  board  theC.  S.  S.  Savannah*  by  delivering  the 
same  to  you  for  the  u*<*  of  the  Army. 
I  em,  very  respectfully, 

W.    W.    IhviKi;, 

Flag-Officer^  ( •■  ing  Afloat. 

Brigadier-Genera]  II.  W.  .Mkwt.u.  e.  S.  Am 


Report  of  Obnunander  Pinkney,  0.   S.    Vavy,  rv 

position  Cjfth*  i.   N   ironclad  Savannah, 

('.  S.  S.  S.w  wwii.  February €7,  ISO}. 
I  deem  it  proper  i"  represent  to  you  in  a  more  formal  manner 
than  1  have  heretofore  done  the  vuinei able  and  defenseless  condition 
of  this  vessel  while  anchored  in  her  present  position. 

Owing  to  the  small  traverse  of  her  guns,  the]  can  not  be  brought  bo 
bear  on  the  channel  at  the  obstructions  while  >he  is  al  anchor,  conse- 
quently an    « *  1 1  •  •  1 1 1  _\    their  would    he  able    tO  direct    his   lire  SgaUlSl    her 
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with    impunity  until   .-In-   COUk    In    moved    bjj   Bteetn,  whirl,  would    be 

for  forty  -flve  minutes  or  en  bouT. 

I  :i  in.  very  p     |  M  l  i  I  Q  II J  .  \  OUT  obedient  >«Tviiiit. 

H.    V.    1'lNKNKY, 

Flujr-Oi'li.vr  \Y.  W.   Ill  \  ikk. 

mmandmg  Naval  Fbrcei  Afloat* 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter.  < .   8*.   \ ■"-,/.  to  Lieutenant  Smnant^ 
('.  8,  Navy, commanding C,  8.8,  T%ondiga%toproeeedtoFori  Bartow 
Jfo cooperation  with  thelandjbret  in  repetHng  tb*  enemy. 

>.w  annaii,  Februat  !  ,'. 

Yon  will  please  hasten  by  every  means  in  you?  power  the  work  boh 
being  done  on  the  bondiga  under  your  eommaodf  and  proceed  with 
beraje  soon  ai  possible,  and  on  no  BCCOUot  later  than  Tuesday  morn- 
ing next,  near  your  late  poaH  on  d  m  Fort  Uavtow. 

Be  in  readiness  for  service  of  any  kind,  and  espedalry  guard  ami 
dpfend  the  bridge  oyer  St.  Augu  i  ai  and  bhe  water  approaches 
towBid  Kurt  Bartow.  Exercise  your  discretion  as  circunistanceB  shell 
present  themsi-hr-  in  cooperation  with  the  land  forces  against  any 
movemi  qI  of  the  enemy. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Huntkk. 
Flag- Officer z  <  bmenanding  Afloat* 

Lieutenant  ConimaiKlinjf  .1.  S.  Kknnakh.  ('.  S.  Nary, 

Cm  v  8.  bondiga. 


•f  F/'Ki-Ojii,,,'  !!» /./■/.  c.  s.  flam/,  to  Commander  Pinkney, 

•■   •■■   1 t,  commanding  ' .  8.  vrondaa  Sawmnah\  \g  the 

rthal  vt  an  ■''. 

Savannah.  February  -'?'.  ISO'/,. 

1  have  received  your  not*-  of  this  day  on  tin-  return  odf  me  bondiga 
near  your  present  anchorage.     Fon  will  exercise  your  discretion  in 
relation  to  resuming  your  Conner  anchorage  off  Fori  Jackson  .should 
you  deem  the  aafetg  oi  your  vessel  requires  thai  movement 
Respectfully, 

W.M.    \\\    IIUNTKU. 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat* 
Commander  K.  K.  Penkhby,  0.  8.  Navy. 


/."''  Flag-Officer  il>n>t-r.  C.  8.  Navy+to  Brigadier- Oensral 

Mercer)  C  8*  Army,  regarding  tl  fth\  0,  8,  8. 

bondiga, 

>w  ann  lb,  February  29^  2th 

in  reply  to  your  letter  «>f  the  30th  Instant,  in  relation  to  placing  the 
<  .  s.  >.  Taondiga  neej  Fori  Bartow,  I  would  atatetnat  the  faondiga 
will  repair  thither  this  dav  or  eariy  to  morrow. 

am.  vi".    i. '--|>«-rt fully. 


rea 


vV.M.    \V.    IIUNTKU. 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat, 
Brigadier-General  <  OBMiianding  H.  W.  Mkiukk,  C.  S.  Army. 


7l6  901  TjJ      \Ti.  )-'<  K  \IMNG     S^I'ADKOX. 

Officer  Bunt*  r,  t '   N'.   v 
'■ '    S     Vavf/i  transmitting 

ri'8. 

Confidential.)  Savannah,  Van  9ty. 

Herewith  i~  :i  t-opy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  II.  VY.  M 
commanding  at  Savannah.     Von  will  further  the  object  therein  >>■ 
by  every  means  in  your  power. 
Baspectfully, 

W.  W.  Hi js 
/*'/  r,  (htrrmanding  Ajtoat-* 

Commando]  u.  B   1'ixknky.  C.  S.  Si 

(  '.    8.    8.    S'tr.tu /,.>/,. 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  KJaanard,  ('.  s. 
N;i\  \ .  commanding  C.  8.  S.  [sondiga.] 

[BncUwira.] 

Bdqrs.  Military  Dm  .  OF  Ga.  and  ?>d  Dm.  S 

8a  ...  1864. 

Commodore:  1  am  Informed  that  a  (Government  steamer, 
manded  by  .J.  Pembroke  Jones,  ('.  8.  Navy,  containing  a  most  valu- 
r  :uiir,  stores,  is  expected  nightly  to  arrive  at  this  port) 
via  North  Breakers  and  South  Channel.  I  beg  most  respectfully  to 
call  your  attention  to  this  expected  arrival,  that  you  may  have  your 
forces  prepared  to  assist  should  she  be  attacked  bj  the  enemy  in 
bargw  or  otherwise.    Should  your  good  judgment  and  expert 

gest  to  you   preparations  that  would   fa  [lit  ite  or  insure  the  safety 

of  the  steamer  expected,  I  beg  that  such  prepai  oade 

at  once. 

I  nave  the  bonor  to  be,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 

maiil. 

H.  W.  Mbrceb, 
Brigadier-  General,  <  '<><■■ 

Commodore  IIuktkk. 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Afloat^  8amtnnah, 


h'. tpori '  "/  /''>■.'</-< 'JMot  r  HwtfeTi  0.  S,  Navy,  regarding  theas*i{ 
of  the  O.  8.   s'.  5  to  dttfy  in  defending  tfu  water  approaches 

tn  Savannah. 

Savannah,  March  ',.  186^ 
The  argent  calls  of  the  commanding  general  here  for  cooperation  in 

defense  OT  tin-  water-  appmaelies   to  Savannah,  requiring  i 

ft-r  draft   than  the  UOndiga\  made  it  requisite   to  assign   the   river 
iin-r  Sampson   tor  that    purpose.     1   have  accordinglv   mounted 

■  in  her  a  82  i"  under  smoothbore  gun,  of  •;.  100  pounds,  which,  with  the 

carriage,  was  furnished  all  ready  bj  Eftae-Omcer  Joeiah  Tattnall,  the 

Sampson  having  the  circle  for  tin  Liready  laid. 

I  have  also  mount. id  on  bfil  a  li!  pounder   boat  howitzer,  and  I  have 

had  a  store  room  turned  into  n  shot  and  -hell  l<M-k«-r  and  magazine, 

and  furnished  her  also  with  a  few  small  arm-. 
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I  have  appointed  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Mills,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  command 
the  Sampton^ which   vessel,  aa  new   befog  fitted, will  be  found  fur 
mor«-  uM-fui;  all  oi  which  1  respectfully  ass  the  approval  of  t Ei» -  boo 
orablc  Nuvv  Department 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Wm.  W,  HUMTBB, 

F/iitj-Oifi,,  t 

Conmmiidei  .1.  K.  MmiiF.u.,  «  .  R.   \;u  \ . 

I'fu,:  ■  ■/'  Orders  and  Detail. 


Reyrt  >>/  Caj/tuifi   Wfi/t..    < '.  S.  Armij. -.  iokot  obteTVatt 

IIkaimjI'aktkus    1  iii kh  Srii-DisTiiu  i. 
John's  bland \  South  Oaroli  a     )iarch6i  1864 
Cai-i\in:  a  iteamer  came  down  Follv  Bitot,     a  togboat oame  f 
up  Beaa  Creek  at  i^  o'clock.     A  steamer  towed  n  torn  from  aouthj 
stopped  off  Stono  awhile,  and  then  towed  i  I    toward  south. 

.1.     II.     Will: 

Captain,  Commanding  '1'hinl  Sul-I> 
Captain  Jamks   H.  I'kakck. 

I      ..'stout    A'ljxtllllt-  i'.l... 


Report  tin  Whit..  > .  8.  Am  ooteroationa, 

BlBADQI  aiiTK.ks  Tiiiun  SDB-DlflTMOT, 

John'.-'  Mamd,  South  (  \farch  ?'.  I8&4 

Caitain:   One  of  llir  g unhout.-  riiinc  tip  the  Stono  and    iluvw  n  Bhol 

in  the  direction  of  Lu-W"-  bland.    Thereare  8  schooners.  B  jteemers. 

1  brig,  and  S  gunboats  in  tbeStonoand  Folly  rivers.    One  gunboat 

is  in  the  North  Mi -to  EUver. 

Respectfully, 

.1.    II.    Willi  K. 

;»/';/,  Commanding  Third  ■s,'"/' •District* 

Captain  JsJOCS   H.  Yv.mu'y,. 

i         i  •,  -  Adjutant  > 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter.  < .  8>    Vavy.  mander  P'n.i.. 

( '.  s.  \urtf  tnding  C.  S.  td  to 

Will  nil's  antpyard  j- 

8a.i  vvnaii.  March 
Vim  will  please  proceed  with  I  be  Savannah  to  Willink's  yard,  receive 

on  board  the  new  gun,  and  dismount  and  land  (In-  injured  gnj|  SOW  on 
board  the  Savannah^  and  with  all  dispatch  prepare  the  Savannah  for 

-vi  vice. 

Respectfully, 

Wm,  W.  Hitstkii. 
Flag  Officer.   ('•Hitmmulimj  ArltxU. 

Commander  K.  F.  1'isksey.  C.  S.  Navy, 

■  •  c.  8.  ••  ""/». 
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l..n  rat  \Vnii 

(/,/>■  i  .   8,   j . 

hhnl..nl, r  l;/!m/ i'(  tl"   immtti  of  Ashi 

Headquarters  Third  Milttari   I* 

Pm  March  !■'•.  !■ 

QmOUL!    I    I i:iv<-  r.-ri -Tilly   had  rlosi-lv  i  <-.-.  >nnoit«-iv> ;  MOUtB  a 

blockadei  that  has  been  lying  for  a  year  past  at   the  mouth  of  the 
\-Ih-jmk)  River.     Private  Crowd,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  :i  hull 
of  Captain  Hartshorne,  nerved  nine  years  in  the  I  \.     H«-  :.r,,t 

w  ithin  h  mile  and  ■  half  of  her  w  itfa  a  tolerable  glass.     He  pronou 
her  a  corvette  of  about  800  tone  burden,  with  four  guns  on  a  aide 
probabh    two  more  a*  how  ;iinl   is  tern  Top  of  bulwarks 

about  \'±  foot  from  water  line:  complement  of  ci  men.     Set 

poattSon  ia  half  I  mile  weal  of  Otter  Island.     Thia  precise  position 
na.s  kept  tor  moncoa  past,     A  pilot  boat  ia  anchored  a  half  mile 
river;  it  ia  supposed  with  reference  to  guai  t  torpe 

The  intermediate  Btreama  would  be  navigable  from  Charleston  as 
far  aa  mouth  of    i  oequito  Creek  by  one  of  the  "  Davids. n    Win 
thut  creek  would  be  navigable  for  such  a  boat  at  high  water  I  an 
not  sure,  but  nrj  bsnreaaion  is  it  would  •><•.    This  wouJ  hex 

to  Bexmewa  Point  the  end  of  what  is  marked  on  the  map   i 
[aland,     (mil  could  !><•   brought  from  the  Jacksonboro  depot  to  | 
point     Prom  this  point  it  would   be  9  miles  bj  the  channel  betn 
Otter  Unnd  and  Fenwick'a  Island  to  the  corvette.     It  would  bt 

to  cone  from  Saint  1  lelena  Sound  in  order  t- 1  avoid  the  tender  on 
guard  on  the  river  nde  and   to  insure  greater  Be  \\  an  attack 

from  as  unexpected  quarter.     By  taking  advantage  of  a  flood  tide  Bhe 
:  I  easily  get  t^ »  u  position  of  safety  after  doing  her  work.     If  the 
plan  ia  considered  feasible,  I  will  have  any  further  information  obtai 
that  iiiav  be  considered  desirable. 

I  have  tin-  honor  to  be,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient 

W*.   S.    W.M.KKH. 

Brigadi 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jobdah. 


'rrfrom  Ff'Kj-OjH',,-  I/,„,t,r.  C.  S.   Vam/^toJ 
< '    •■  requesting  ttu  loo,  torpedtibiHttJortfu  »/'.«//• 

,>f  >>  Federal  woekadtr  stationed  off  Savannah. 

Confidential.]  Savannah,  March  15.  IS6J^ 

The  enem)  has  ;»  heavily  armed  bark  in  Ibis  vicinity,  servinj 
blockader.  which  has  ao  long  remained  at  anchor  in  apparent  security 
aa  probably  to  have  become  somewhat  carelese  in  guai  unat  an 

attack. 

With  an  appropriate  steam  torpedo  I  I  hum  you  have 

several)  J  think  she  umi  be  destroyed      With  this  in  view,  could 
not  loan  in'-  our  of  your  torpedo  boata  susceptible  of  being  transported 
hither  by  the  rjiilwuv.  and  also  an  engineer  acquainted  with  the  peoul 
iarities  of  managing  her  machinery , 

With  such  means  1   helieve  that  1  can  destroy  the  hark. 
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May  1  Bsk  your  consideration  of   this  matter!      And  inform  m     l.\ 

letter  if  you  can  afford  the  facilities  alluded  to,  with  such  remarks  in 

relation  rati fficienog  of  the  torpedo  boats  for  the  puipose  designed 

which  you  mag  have  derived  from  your  knowledge  and  experiences  of 
their  use. 

I  am.  mt\  respectfully, 

W  M.    W.    lllNTKIi, 

F l <i<i-< ijiir, ,-.  Coiiiiii'iud'uitj  Afloat, 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  ToxntMB,  0.  S-  Navy. 

Obmmanding  Naval  Aj/i»it,  <_%ut>  #ton,  8.  ('. 


L-  ft,-,-  / ram  Fhi<i-<'jji',  >•  Titf&r,  < .  &,  Wtojh  to  Flao-Qfii 
( ".  s.  Navy,  stiiti 'itt/  fn*  inab&ity  tojumun  a  torpeuo  ooatjbr  < 
,/, straying  !'■  d, rai hi,,,), ader. 

Flagship  <  Ihablestok, 
Harbor  of  Charleston^  March  f£,  t86± 
Dsab  Bib:  four  letter  oi  the  I  -"> 1 1 »  instant  is  received.     I  should  be 
happy  to  comply  with  your  request  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  do  so, 
not  having  at  this  time  a  strain  torpedo  boat  sit  my  disposal. 

The  one  I  hai  e  had,  the  "  David/  belongs  to  a  company.  They  bave 
called  on  me  to  return  theM  David,'1  which,  of  courso,  tarn  obliged  to  do. 

The  station  is  building  two  of  these  boats  to  be  turned  over  to  me 
when  completed,  but  1  fear  that  will  be  some  tin  a    •  •  i 

I  will  send  you  drawings  and  explanations  which  wflJ  enable  you  to 
have  one  or  more  boats  constructed  at  Savannah.     I  would  urge  poo 

to  do  so  us  soon  a*  possible,  as.  in   my  opinion,  the}    are  valuable   for 

harbor  defense  and  tor  raids  on  the  enemy.  The  torpedoes  can  be 
made  here,  if  yon  will  send  two  shei  tsof  one-eighth  oopper.  I  will  Ih» 
happv  to  attend  to  their  construction  and  send  them  on  when  made. 

\\  ith  best  wishes  for  your  roocess  in  the  torpedo  line.  I  am,  very 
respectfully,  yourobedienl  servant. 

J.  K.  Tickku, 

Flag    Offid  r    At/.;'?. 

Elag-Omoer  W.  W.  Hohtbh,  G  8.  Navy. 

/  Afloat*  s,";i,, !,.,/,. 


BtTASNAll.   M,mh  J.J.   fSfi.}.. 
The  I  i  inch  rifle  gun  was  delivered  to  the  Army  on  the  8th  of 

this  month. 

Reaped  fully, 

Wm.  W.  Hi  mkk. 
1-''<i</-<  tjfir,  r.  I  Afloat* 

Commander  J.  M.  Bbooxb,  C  s.  Navy. 

hmond.  Y'i. 
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Qrd  ■  ■''•■  Navy  to  Flag- QMoer  .••' 

■ 
■ 

C.  S.  Navy  1  )epartmf.nt, 
.  of  Order*  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Pa,,  Mai 
Sir:  Knelo.si-d  is  a  cony  of  a  letter,  dated  82d  Instant  from  Gene 
Cooper,  \<ljuiani  and  Inspector  General,  to  General  J.  B.  Johnston, 
directing  baa  to  transfer  to  the  ('.  8.  Nu\>  from  the  Army  of  Ten 
inder  bia  command  170  men. 
"i  mi  will  be  pleased  to  Bend  with  alldispati  b  one  lieutenant  or  other 
suitable  officer  and  one  medical  officer,  together  with  Buch  ad 

■    you  ma]  deem  necessary,  to  the  headquarter*  of  the  Army 
,  bo  apply  for  LOO  of  the  above  (roots  of  men. 
The offioer  Bent  by  you  charged  with  thia  service  will  accept  and 
ship  fertile  KavyaU  volunteers  whoare,  in  hi-  judgment,  lit  km 
service,  and  9  bo  shall  nasi  the  required  medical  examination,  and  I 
t in-ill  ■  i  promptly  t<>  Savannah, 

Blank  shipping  artu  tea  are  Bent  herewith,  and  all  men  Bhipped 
to  •"■  duly  returned  to  thia  office  and  the  first  auditor,  a-  dire 
then  I  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  return  of  all  men  wl 

you  actually  receive  under  this  order  from  1 1 1< *  Army. 

Special  euquiri  should  be  made  for  firemen  and  coal  heai  ars,  if  th< 
ratings  be  needed  in  your  command. 
The  necessary  expenses  of  officers  employed  on  the  recruiting 

will  DQ  allowed. 

Application  should  be  made  to  the  commanding  general  f« 
guards  toaocompanj  tin-  drafts  of  nun  crhomaj  (»-  transferred  to  the 
Na\  \ ,  which  it  Is  hoped  be  will  be  able  to  furnish. 

Only  100  men  <"i  this  order  can  be  Bpared  for  your  commas  >.  the 

baJan I  70  being  required  for  Columous  and  St,  Mark.-.,  for  win 

ortieers  will  \*->  -int  from  Columbus. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  oi  the  Navy* 

I  am,  very  re.-peet fully ,  your  obedient  .-ervnnt. 

•  I\<>.    K.    MlTCIIKl.I.. 

mmander  m  OKar\ 

Flag-Officer  \V.  \V.  Hi  ntkk.  G.  S.  Navy. 

Con  ■•■/*,  Oa. 

pa*  ■ 

CONKKDKUATK    SlATKS    Off    AMERICA, 

YYak  Deft.,  Adot.  ass  Insp.  General's  Office, 
Richmond,   )'"..  Mai 
(ivsr.v.w     Po  man,  efficiently  and  at  once,  the  vessels  of  the  Navy, 

ii  baa  beoom tessary  to  transfer  L,SO0  men  from  the  am 

To  this  end  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  baa  detailed  officers, 

with  instructions  to  proceed  to  tin-  headquarters  of  each  array,  for  the 

pur]  electing  and  designating  the  men  bo  to  be  transferred. 

in  tin- Arms  of  Tennessee  LTOmen  will  be  designated,  whom  jrou 

[  to  1 1  ansfer  to  tbe  Navy,  upon  the  written  i  e  |uest  of  the 

naval  officei  sent  to  your  command,  and  and  i  hii  direction  to  send  1M 

t<.  Savannah,  (hi.,  and  SO  toBt  Murks,  Flu. 
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Vou  will  please  forward  a  list  <>i  the  men  BO transferred  to  this  office 

wil  li"Ut   delay. 

By  command  of  tin    Seerctary  of  War: 

s.  (  Ioopbb, 

.\<lj n taut  '/if/  /. 
Genera]  J,  B,  Jobhvdon, 


Report  of  Major  J.-iikins,  C.  S,  Army,  giving  picket  obeerwdione. 

Ili;u»,-i   u  iKus'l'miso  Si  h -Diktkut, 

John's  Island^  South  OaroUna^  Maroh97^  /■-■'■■' 

GkFMXf:  A  trenspcrl    bowing  a    leboonor   and  a  tug  towing  b 

Bchoonei .  also  another  schooner,  came  in  from  loutb     A  portion  of 

woods  about    100  yards  wide  to  the  cast  of  Bass  Inlet  has  heea  cut 

down  bj  the  enemy,  giving  ■  clear  view  of  the  sea  and  also  of  some  of 

theil  tents  on   Kiawah  Island.     Tl m-niv  have   unmasked  a   bftttery 

on    Horse    Island,  opposite    LcgareVille.      I  here   are   2   gnnboats,  © 

BO 'aniers,  I  tog,  and  lo  sel m-rs  in  Stono  and  Folly  rivers.      ( )?,.•  gnn« 

l.oat  is  in  the  North  Bdisto  Kiver. 
Hespectfully. 

John  Jknkins. 

i/  .■'..■  /  7'/o'/'./  Sua-  />-'-• 

Captain  James  H.  1Y.ai:<  k. 

i  1  gg ietarU  Adjutant-  0 '■  ni  i  • "' . 


Latter fi  tain  Gray,  C  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Qffieer  Tudor,  0.  8. 

Navy,  regarding  caou  mi  Ofa 

OmOl    Sl  11MAR1NK    DkKKN 

Oharl&ton,  March  .'.v.  M'6\£. 
CoMMonoKK.:  1  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  intend  to 
the  cahle  now  lying  between  Port  Johnson  and  Sullivan's  Island  to- 
night, if  the  weather  permits.      Please  1o  notify  your  guard  hoats  and 
let  me  know  the  Signal. 

M.  M.  ( iiiAv. 
/  hptaitt,  in  >  luvrgt,  Tbrp 

Commodore  J.  R,  TDOKBB, 

( '>iiim'iiui!nif  Naval  Force*  .1  .'/■«//.  Charleston,  S,  0, 


/,'  utni'n   U7-.    .  '.         '  king pick  <ation9, 

IIkaim,i|iu;ti:i;-  Thii:i>  Si  h-I'imuht, 

JoJuCq  /s/,/,,'/.  South  Carolina^  March  >L  /wj. 

Captain:  There  are  8  gunboats,  8  schooners,  and  9  steamers  in  the 
Stono  and  Folly  rivers.     At  10  a.  m.  a  small  steamer  went  Into  B 
Creek;  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  gunboats  came  up  the  Stono 
beyond  the  piles,  when  she  Bred  three  shots,  one  a)   Legare?a  Point 
place,  <>ne  at  GrimbalTs,  and  the  other  at  the  pickets  on  James  [stand. 

At  2  p.  m.  a  steamer  towed  out  a  schooner,  which  went  south.      At  4 
N   W    It — VOL    15 4»> 
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ii.  in.  a  small  steamer  came  in  from  north.    One  gunbon  ,  the 

North  Edisto  River, 
Respectfully, 

J  NO.  II.  Whitk. 
plain,  Commanding  Third 

Captain  JAMBA  II.  PbaSOB, 

Amstont  Adjutant-  < 


[Telc-grnut  ] 

Richmond,  April  i.  1964* 
Please  consult  with  Captain  Tattnall  and  give  me  your  opinion  as  to 
the  chances  of  getting  a  fasl  corvette  propeller  t.»  sea,  if  built 
Savannah,  with  ft  draft  of  L4  feet. 


S.  H.  Malloki  . 


Fbg-Offioar  W.  W.  Bdmtbb, 

Savannah^ 


[Trltfrmm.] 

Savannah.  April  1,  186+, 

Telegraph  received.    Consulted  Flag-<  With  1+  feel 

draft  ii  fast  propeller  oould  probably  pass  safely  to  nea  in  the  present 
statooi  hlockadr.     I  will  write  more  fully  on  this  Bubjecl  bj  the  first 
inuil.    A  telegram  can  no1  express  oil  that  is  necessary  to  say. 
Very  respectfullj . 

W  M.    W.    Ii 

Flag- Officer,  Gomn  oft 

Hon.  S.  EL  Mm.mihy, 

Secretary  <>f  tlw  Xary,  Bickmona\    V". 


Order  qf  Flag~Qffic*r  Hunter,  C.  s'.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ca\ 

Navy,  to  "  duty  connected  with  tU<   tra. 

l'r<><n  da  Anuij  (•/ tl>-  Tmnettee. 

Savannah.  April  I.  IS6l>. 

You  will  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  General  J.  E.  Johnston, 
C  S.  Army.  Report  to  htm  ami  deliver  the  accompany  ing  letter  to  his 
address.  You  ore  herewith  furnished  with  blank  shipping  articles  hx 
the  Confederate  States  naval  service,  on  which  yon  will  cause  t*»  Ih« 
entered  irnliiirtliwrn  for  the  Navy  aad  such  men  as  maj  be  transferred 
to  it  from  the  Army. 

You  will  ex.  1 1  i  s your  best  professional  judgment  in  the  selection 
oft!  in)-t  suited  to  the  naval  service. 

A  copy  of  an  nm  the  honorable  w  ■  srtment  to  General 

J.  E.  Johnston.  ( '.  s.  Army,  and  also  one  from  the  honorable  Navy 
Department, addressed  to  me,  is  herewith  furnished  yon  ne  i  guide  in 
the  execution  of  this  duty  (these  you  will  please  return  to  me  on  your 

return  to  Savannah). 
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Yen  will  reqeu  -t  General  Johnston  to  furnish  you  with  the  i 
Bsryguiffda  and  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  tin-  own  drooled 

to  to  Savannah.  (i:i..  fend   you  "'ill    cause  these    to  hi-  safely  delivered 
here.      You   will    B6C    tli;tl    the    men    t runsfiMTed  OT  recruited    he  duly 

examined  end  passed  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  Navy,  who  is  hereby 
ted  to  perform  thai  sen  ice,  and  for  that  porpoi  tantfinr- 

geon  ('.  M.  Parker,  ('.  s.  Na\  \ .  is  direct  -d  to  report  to  von. 

You  will  please  cause  this  order  t<»  be  executed  u  affectualrj  end 
promptly a«  possible,  and  return  with  \  distant  Surgeon G  M.  Parker, 
c.  s.  .\a\  v.  i"  toil  place, 

Vou  will  please  Bxereiafl  a  rigid  oeononrv  in  the  neceBBarj  expend! 

tares  on  this  service. 

Respectfully, 

Win.  \Y.  IIintfi;. 
Lieutenant  W.  YV.  ('aknks,  ('.  S.  Na\  \ . 

r.  s.    should  vou  tind  \i  m\  toward  facilitating  your  duties 

you  are  authorized  to  exhibit  my  instructions  mi  relet*  to,  a 

copy  of  which  is  herewith  furnished  vou. 

W.  W.  II.C  3.  Navy. 


Report  qf  I'fufi-Ojfic, r  Hunt-,.   <.   S,    Vavy  iduiy  t<>  enquiry 

8ai  wnah.  April  ~.  186 
I  hin  l   the  honor  to  four  telegram  of  yesterday,  which  I 

answered  forthwith.  As  a  more  full  re-pon-<  Beams  proper,  J  would 
respectfully  state  that  there  arc  t  i  from  Savannah  for 

■  vessel  of  1 1  feet  draft  of  water,  one  by  Port  Pulaski  end  tin-  other 
by  Wsseaw  Sound.    That  by  Fort  Pnlaski  ie  at  all  stages  of  the  ride 

,i\  aiiahlc.  hut  within  -hort  DUUFeof  the  fort. 

The  other,  by  Wassaw  Sound,  is  only  available  for  u  feet  draft  of 

water  during  spring  tides,  and  should  not  he  attempted  except  OHI 
dark  eight. 

A  vessel  drawing  *  feet  Water  CaU  |>ass  .seaward    In    Wassaw  Sound 
at  all   time-  of  the  tide. 

To  pass  seaward  by  Fort  Pulaski  it  will  be  aeoessary  to  open  i  pas- 
sage  in  the  obstructions,    which  are   now   closed.    This  would   be 

attended  ^  ith  rousidcra hie.  lahor  and  expense. 

Notwithstanding  then  is  no  part  of  the  Atlantic  coast  which  may 

be  more  effectually  blockaded  than  Sin  anuah  ^  ith  the  means  availnhli! 
to  the  enemy.  e>pecially  if  they  DC  apprised  of  an  attempt  to  pass  it, 
1   l«elie\e  that  a  really  fust   propeller  of  suitable  draff  DC  could 

get  safely  to  sea  from  Savannah. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully. 

Wm.  W.  Hi  ntku. 
Hon.  S.  U.  Mamxikv. 

■.■//  <.•/<!,,    X<ii'y. 
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m  <•■  »■  <  yard.  i     S  the 

BdQHS.  DsPT.  OF   S.  ('.,  (iA..  AND   Fl-A.. 
rfeefcw,  S.  '..  April  ;.  U 
(ifcNF.iui,:  Two  torpedo  boats  will  I ■■■■       the  citj  probably  -mi  Wed 
lis   nexl  and  proceed  i>\  the  Stonoand  inland  waters  (<•  A 
II  be  necessary  (>»  warn  ;iii  guards,  sentries,  and  pickets  in  your 
district  not  to  tiro  upon  o]  impede  them.     At  night  theii  will 

!><•  two  Sashes  of  b  white  light  succeeding  one 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

II.  Wkmyk-   I'kii.oi 

Brigadisr-Qeneral  II.  A.  Wisk. 

\  Military  District. 


rt  <>r'  M  C.  S.  Army,  giving  picket  (A 

Headquabtebs  Third  Sdb  Distrh 
Jbhn%e  Island,  South  t  ipril  7,  186£. 

Captain:  A  few  iiu-n  tended  j  esterday  si  LegareVille  from  the 
gunboat  The  picket  bouse  a(  that  place  was  struck  in  three  pis 
By  the  enemy^s  shells.  One  steamer  went  out  to-day  and  another 
e  in.  Tnere  are  i  steamers,  7  schooners,  2  gunboats,  and  l  brig 
in  the  Stooo  and  Folly  rivers.  One  gunboat  i<  in  the  North  Ediato 
River. 

Respectfully, 

John  Jenkins, 
Mojo     i       manding  Third  Sub 

Captain  Jambs  II.  Peabgb. 

Ajstittani  Adjutant- Ot »•  rah 


[Telegram. ] 

Roi  -.i  i '-  Housi  •■'.  t864> 

Two  of  torpedo  boats  have  iwni  obliged  to  ivturii,  owing  to  derange- 
in- ni  of  engines.    "  David"  lias  gone  through. 

A.  i:.  OmsoLU, 

Aid-d&'t  '"in j>. 
General  Bbavbvgabd. 


Report  of  <  bm  mandt  r  I '  •      •     '■ 

i 

<\  S.  3.  Savannah.   April  /-'.   1M.', 

.Sir:  This  vessel  i>  ready  to  re  turne  her  berth  down  the  river* 
Iain,  mary  ivs|>«vtfullv.  your  oliodient  -oniint, 

R.  P,  Pinknk*. 

vmander. 
Flag-Officer  \V.  \Y.  Huntjsb, 

\ng  Naval  Forces  Afloat* 


•     nl  (I ■■:.'■     \  nine*  iu  the  War  •• 

Rebellion,  Beriea  I,  Volume  XXXV,  Part  ll,  p.  406. 
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[Toloicrain.1 

RlCHHOKD,  \   !Si;>,. 

Detach  Commander  Pinkney  from  the  command  ol  the 
and  order  liim  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  N.  (    .  without  delay   where  far- 
ther orders  will  await  him. 

Jso.  K.  Mik  nKii.. 

Flag-Officer  W.  w.  Huhtbb,  C.  S.  Nav 


O/t/er  of  Fldij-Ojfinr    Hunt',-.   (.    .v>  (£  /•    I'ii'kn.ij, 

C,  8.  .\.'/v/.  attaching  hi\  ."•■   0.   s-  ironclad  Sawumah, 

Savannah.  .1/v//  /..\  /.V££. 
You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  Confederate 
stearin- r  s<ir,>»;Hils  unH  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Halifax.  N.  «'.. 
where  Furthei  orders  from  the  honorable  Navy  Department  will  await 
you. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Mimk.c. 
Fhnj-1 tj]i<;  r,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commander  R.  P.  Poncimx,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  fflag-OMaer  JTvnter,  0.  3.  Ufavp.totht  <  QMoeqf 

Orilh  una    litjdrttgrttphyy  requesting  tnt    transfer  •■>'  Oanlg\ 

(jun. 

Savannah,  .1/-///  /.'.  /.w;;. 

Major-General  .1.  F.  Gilmer.  ( .'.  S.  Army,  ronimanding  at  f  his  place, 

has  applied  to  me  for  a  IX-im-h  Dahlgxen  gnu  no*  on  board  the  Oon- 
federate  -trainer  Georgia  to  place  In  Battery  on  ihore.    The  fi •■■■ 
is  a  fixture,  without  the  powt-i  of  locomotion,  awl  the  gun  alluded  to 
can  not  We  used  on  board  of  her  to  bear  on  toe  obetruonona  guarded 
by  tin-  Georgia. 

1  believe  that  tbe  gun  would  be  much  more  Dsefullj  applied  io   ia1 
ten  on  shore. 

If  you  sanction  tbe  transfer,  for  temporary  use,  to  the  arim.  of 
said  gun,  1  will  acquaint  Major  G-  V.  Gilmer. 

The  necessary  work  to  place  the  gun  in  battery  on  shore  oaIIb  fora 
prompt  decision  in  relation  thereto. 
I  am.  respect  full  v, 

Wm.  W.  HrvrKK, 

Oommandwr  J.  M.  Bboqkjl  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  "f  Orananot ,  ■  te 


Report  "/'  /.-'//.  ,,■.•,.-..  <  _  s.  .V«/y?y,  *h  ohargt  of  man  toa\ 

friun  the  Ann)/  of  //i>   Tenneeeeojbr 

Atlanta,  Ga..  Apt 
Sik:  1  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  L70  men  called  for  in  the  order 
which  I  carried  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  ha ve  arrived  at  fcbJi 


1  found  at  Dakon  bo  officer  from  Columbuj  with  an  order  from  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navj  Foi  70of  the  men,  which  nomfa 
Bent  undei  hi-  charge  bo  Columbus  Ibis  morning. 

J  leave  this  place  with  the  men  for  the  Savanna]]  pon, 

«  •  •  «  •  • 

I  have  found  the  trains  very  much  crowded,  and  until  we  reach 
Macon  will  .ship  the  men  on  the  Freight  train.  This  1  can  not  do  from 
Macon  to  Savannah, aa the  freight  t  rain  is  two  days  on  the  road  between 
those  pis 

I  will  be  obliged  bo  ship  the  men  in  detachments  from  Macon  to 
Savannah,  and  will  send  as  man]  at  a  time  as  I  can  conveniently. 

The  first  detachment  will  reacn  Savannah  on  Friday  morning  on 
.■•■of  Assistant  Surgeon  Parker,  to  w  nose  care  1  commit  this  l«-i  i 

I  shall  Bend  the  men  through  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  will  myself 
lea\  e  for  Savannah  v\  ith  the  1  est  of  them.     On  account  of  the  ol 
thrown  in  in\  wa\  by  commanding  officers,  all  the  men  could  not  ]t 
Daltoa  at  the  same  time,  and  as  I  reaeral  John-ton  could  [notl  furnish 
a  guard,  I  fear  the  nun  will  become  somewhat  scattered;  but  1  think  I 
w  ill  bring  up  the  tasl  ol  them  with  ma  In  a  day  or  two. 

Av  u  goneral  thing,  the  men  are  rery  good  men;  some  of  them  are 
remarkably  good  men.  ami  some  very  fine  sailors.    They  are  all  n 
as  fur  as  patriotism  and  courage  are  concerned,  for  the j  have  b 
well  tried  in  the.  Army. 

I  am.  -ir.  reaped  fully,  your  ohedieni  servant, 

W.  W.  I 

Blag-Officer  \v.  w.  Hcttbb,  ('.  8.  Navy, 


port  of Major  JenhifM*  C  &  Army ',  giving  pi* 

IIkai«,m    LITTERS  ThTRD  SUB-DfflTBH  i. 

■/n/iii's  Island,  Smith  Carolina*  April  l-i.  ISt 
Captain:  Ai  1  o'clock  +  boats  with  T.»  men  and  ;i  rifled  gun  came  up 
to  Legarei  uleand  landed  at  Brown's  Island.  Tiny  fired  20  shells,  7 of 
them  striking  one  of  the  houses  in  the  village.  They  remained  until 
8:30  o'clock,  when  they  left.  At  10:30  a  Bteamei  towed  a  schooner 
out.  going  north.  The  encmv  had  been  working  on  a  road  at  Horse 
Island  with  bandbarrows.  There  are  -2  ^unhoats,  2  river  steamers,  l 
blig,  and  «!  schooners  in  the  Stono  and  FolU  rivers,  (hie  gunboat  is 
in  the  North  Edieto  Ri 
Respectfully. 

John  Jknkins. 

M-tji>i\    <  Th i nl  Snh-J)i.sr, 

Captain  Jambs  11.  Pbabgb, 

1    ^t n /it  .{■■■ 
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yard*  G,  -s'.  Army.  t<>  Ih'i*j<td'u r- General 
Till  "if.  ,,-■>.  <\  s.  Am.  it.  reaardmg  {nstruetioM  given  for  th.  placing 

qftorp  '■''•  Stono  II <>•<>-. 

UlHjUS.  Df.it.  or  S.  C.  (J\..  AND   Fla., 

Charleston,  8,  r..  April  n.  m 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you 
that  instructions  have  been  given  the  eng^neeraepartmeut  to  have  tor- 
pedoes again  placed  in  the  Stono,  and  t«>  have  the  raft  thrown  acroaa 
the  river,  aa  reqaested  in  your  letter  of  the  l « it  1 1  instant. 

•  »*»»*  • 

Inspect  full  v,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  M.  Otby, 
Assistant  Adjutant* 

Brigadier-General  \V.   H.  Tai.iakf.uro. 


L'tUr fvin  llr,  '..,,,r'il  M.r.r,  ('.  S*.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 

II>int>>.    0.     s'     2VS "-y,   r.<iv.:*tint)    ,'n<T,  ■■>*"/  >""/"■■ 

,,/ tin  BovatmaA  R><--  r, 

Headquarters  Military  District  of  Georgia. 

Savannah,  April  ':>.  288$. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  '"111  your  at  I  cut  ion  to  the  defenseless  condition  of  the 
Savannah  River  below  the   obsl  met  ions.      With   tin    force  at   m\   dis 
poaal  for  the  Savannah  Kiver  batteries,  and  the  \  ery  hea\  v  picket  and 
guard  duty  devolving  on  them,  it  is  Impossible  to  keep  such  pickets  on 
toe  river  aa  is  desirable.    At  present  I  «  could  seize  Elba  Island 

or  tamper  irith  the  obstructions  in  either  North  or  Smith  Channel  with 
impunitv  almoati    I  am  informed  that  the  force  nndei  your  command 

has  recently  been  increased  by  a  number  of  men  taken  from  the  An 
and  I  beg  to  know  if  you  can   not    keen  two  guard  boatB  OUl  at  night 
below  the  obstructions,  one  in  North  Channel  and  one  in  South  Ch 
nel.      If  you  ean  do  so.  it  would  very  materially  add  to  the  security  of 
OUT  position  npOU  the  river. 

I  desire  also  U>  ask  if  the  Snrmunih  can  not  resume  her  position  BBaC 

the  batteries.    The  flooded  condition  of  Smith's  island  has  compelled 

the  removal  of  the  garrison  of  Battery  Lawton.  leaving  a  picket  only. 
The  presence  of  the  SaW&maA  would  add  much  to  the  seeurity  of  the 
land  forces. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Mf.R' 
Hi  \ding. 

Commodore  Mister, 

(ksmnanding  Naval  Pbrcm  J/A-".  SavannaX,  0a. 


Ltt<, -from  Flag  officer  F/untcr,  <  ■  S.  Efovy*  to  Brigadier-General 
Mercer.  C.  8,  Army,  stating  his  inability  to  vol  force 

In  f/o   -■  -,   /.'■>.  } 

Savannah.  April  .'/.  186b. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  ana  to  doable 
the  guard  boats  picketing  the  Savannah  Kiver  and  cause  the  Confed- 
erate steamer  Savannah  t<>  resume  her  position  near  the  batteries,  j 


< 


I 
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would  state  that  I  have  m  ither  the  boots  nor  officers  sufficient  to 
double  the  guard  boats    scarcely  :i  sufficient  numbei  nte  the 

requisite  watch  duty  on  board  the  vessels  and  pre 

f.irki-t  duty.     1 1  it  is  i  barged  to  take  i  poeitioi 

K>th  the  North  and  South  channels.    Tin-  desertions  of  twi 
crews  to  the  enemy  require  two  officers  in  each  guard  boot 

Bo  soon  as  :i  commander  to  the  Savannah  joins  her  in  place  of  i  !om- 
maoder  K.  F.  Pinkney,  recently  detached,  that  vessel  will  resume 
former  position  near  cue  bafcfa  ties. 
I  am.  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Him 
. .  ( bmma 

Brjgidfc  r  General  II.  \Y.  Msacsu,  c.  s.  Army. 

Kiu 
tat 


Report  >>/ }/«'/•>.•■  Jenl 


H&ADQ1  A  ic  I  i:i:>    l'i  1 1  Kl  ■   SUB-DlSTBK  i. 

./'•hit'.-.  l<!.i,,tt\  South  Carolina,  April  81, 

Captain:  At  11:80  a.  m.  ;»  transport  and  gunboat  waul  up  the 
Kiawuh  River.  About  800  of  the  enemj  landed  at  Mrs.  Ney  lee' place 
on  tlif.  Kiawah.  driving  our  pickets  before  them  serosa  the  Aberpoolie 
Creek,  where  they  made  a  stand.    Theenemi  bed  on  the  other 

of  the  creek,  when  the  pickets  fired  M  snots,  killing  l  and  wound- 
ing  others.     At  the  same  time  a  gunboat  came  up  the  Stono  and  I 
two  shells,  both  of  which  struck  the  picket  bouse  at  Legarerifle.     rbe 

enemy  lvtreutcd  BOOD  after,  hein-    tired  into  by  the   pickets,  some    by 

the  way  of  Legareyille  ami  the  others  by  Mrs.  Ncyles\     At   -> 
tbf  gunboat  and  transport  returned  to  their  usual  anchorage. 

Re- 1 5i  el  fully. 

John  Jbnkiks, 
>or.  Commanding  Third  Military  Svb-fiuitrict. 

Captain  .J AMES  11.  PXAAl  i  . 

ri&tant  . [djutant- ' i> >•■  <■••<. 


Oi  >l< ■■/•  from  ■'/•■  &  '■>■•  taryofthe  Navy  to  Flag-  OfficerHui 

tojhtrnith  A  for  the  pssmIs. 

C.  S.  Navy    Dki-aktment. 
injir.  qf  Order*  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Va.,  Aprils  186}. 
Si k:  Please  inform  the  I  tapsrtmenl  h  hether  you  have  a  sufficiency  of 
men  for  all  the  naval  vessels  under  your  command,  including  the  new 
oat  Ogeeckee.  now  fitting;  and  if  not.  t"  state  your  deficient 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

i  im,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  EL  Mm  iiki.i.. 
(  bmntander  in  (  %oa 

Hag-Officer  W.  W.  Buwn  a,  <  ,  S.  Navy, 

■■■HIHlh,     ( 


soi  mi    vn.vntic   BLOGKAD] 

L>tt. rfrcm  Fl'i'i-'nji, , ,  II  \ptain  MbOrady, 

( '.  a.  Arm;/,  replying  to  reauettjbr  th>  '  •■■*• . 

Sv\  \nn\ii.  April  85,  /»;;. 

(  aitain:  In  reply  1o  your  reaiMSt  of  tin-  33d  instant  for  tin-  stiiiiiuT 
Reeohth  t"  ;ii«l  you  iii  removing  some  obsl ructions  in  the  channel 
adjacent  Savannah,  i  would  state  thai  the  R  novi  employed 

in  place  of  the  Firefly^  repairing. 

In  a  few  day*  die  will  beat  your  service  tor  1 1  m-  duty  Blinded  to. 
The  li.x.tiut,  lias  no  gearing  ot  ropesorchains  which  maj  be  required 
for  the  Bervice.  If  you  will  farniah  these,  withi  day3!  notice  come 
of  the  time  you  will  require  her,  l  will  cheerfully  place  her  at  your 

M-rvi.T. 

1  am,  respectfully, 

Wm.    W,    Hl'MKl:. 

Fl'iii-urfir, ,-.  Commanding  Afioat. 

Captain  JoBM   M<  < 'rady, 

(  hi> 1 •  /:■ 


Orthr  "/  (In  Srcniarifitfthi  dfovy  to  Flag- Officer  Hunter,  C.  8.  JSany. 
forwarding  oqpy  of  men  detailed 

from  ffi-  A' 

( '.  s.  \ Avi   Depaxthkht, 
Oji.  i  of  '■''■<!,  n  and  DataH,  md,  I  a., .  [prU  '*'>.  !■■• 

Siu:  The  following  I ■■!< \gBUD  WBS  sent  (30  you  this  day: 

The  War  Department  bai  soq  the  order  to  take  from  you  the 

the  Limy,  bo  as  to  giro  you  tuna  to  nuke  your  application  ("f 
those  men  (rhooa  yon  deem  essentially  aecoagarj  i"i  the  public  mien 

By  command  of  t  h««  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J\<».    K    Mrnnri  i  . 
< ',,, .  in  <  %a\ 

Blag-Officer  W.  W.  IIimki:,  (  .  s.  Navy, 

( btnmon  '■■■..  Savannah,  C 


letter fn 

<     v. 

Swi  r. 


iter  from  Vagor  General  Gilmer,  0,  8.  drmy^toJFlag  Officer  Hun 
C.  o.  Navy,  requesting  <>■  of  the  Savannah 


Confidential.  |  Hbadquabzbbs, 

'•■.  1864. 
Captain:  To  reinforce  the  armies  of  Northern  Virginia  and  Tennes- 

>*'i-  tin*  ( Jovrnimrnt  ha*  found  it  necessary  bo  withdraw  ;«  large  pari  oi 
tin-  land  forces  stationed  at  important  points  along  our  Southern  coast. 
The  strength  of  my  command  under  tliis  necessity  has  been  much 

ivduced,  and  1  now  appeal  to  VOU  in  vour 

power  in  defending  and  ^uaruing  the  Savannah  River.      The  <ran  i-.<>u-. 

at  the  river  batteries  have  been  so  much  weakened  that  the  force  is 
insufficient  to  guard  the  various  points  and  avenues  which  mould  bo 
carefully  watched. 
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In  thi  <-:ni  you  place  the  \h  and  the  gunh 

m  ut  tin-  bead  <-t"  Bib 
two  picket  boats  i"  pot  guard,  one  in  tin-  main  Ship  <  !hennel  Rod  the 

Other  in  th«-  S.nit  h  (  hanixd  of  tin'  Savannah  [{ \ 

As  the  lice  field  ent  to  Fort  Jacl  Mackey'e  Point  are 

not  now  in  cultivation,  it  is  hoped  that  the  important  service  which    I 
reqnost  can  he  performed,  or  ut  least  fora  time,  without  serious  dam 
ti^r*'  to  tin*  health  of  your  command. 

As    the    troops  are  ahout   to  move,  will    you  favor  me  with  an  early 

reply  1 

1  am.  captain,  very  respect fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

,1.  F.  (JlI.M 

Major- Qt .  nfing. 

Flag-Officer  \Y.  W.  IIunth  y. 

idmg  J <■'"■''.  Savannah, 


Lttt&Jrom  "Flag-Offtccr  JIuulii\  >  .   Y  Xnvy^to  Ma 

< '.  a.  Ar/f:  .  •"  to  his  >■■  Quest  ■  -•/' 

SovannaA  Hi 

S\\    WNAll.    J/" 

I  hare  tin'  tumor to acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
26th  instant      In  reply  I  would  state  that,  to  the  extent  of  m\ 
1  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  acquiesce  in  your  suggestions  touching 
the  defense  of  the  water  approaches  to  Savannah. 

Having  a  few  days  since  received  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General 
H.  W.  Meier.  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  of  similar  import  with  ye 
of  the  27th   instant.  1   herewith  transmit  you  a  copj  of  in 
thereto.     5f our  request  that  the  Sampson  may  be  a  'ion 

which  you  designate,  together  with  the  request   from  Captain  John 

Met  Yady,  chief  engineer,  under  your  command,  for  the  services  ol 

ResohUef  embraces  thi  services  of  everj  ressel  and  boat  under  my 
command,  except  thatoi  the  tender  /*'//■<////.  now  undergoing  repairs. 
The  equipment  of  the  new  gunboat  Ogeeckse,  now  fitting  out  at 
Savannah,  requires  ill'-  : i i - 1  of  working  parties  from  the  Swantuth, 
Could  that  vessel  be  in  ber  vicinity  for  a  Bhorl  period,  it  would  facili 

tat*'  her  equipment  and  add  another  vessel  to  the  squadron.  I  will 
place  the  &tHW9(fn  forthwith  near  the  obstructions  at  the  head  of  Klha 
Island,  and  arao  the  Safoonnah  so  soon  as  a  commander  joins  ber  in 
place  t  f  ber  late  commander,  w  ho  bas  he.  i  bed,  and  the 

of  her  crew  complete  the  mounting  of  the  battery  ,,f  the  <>•!■, ■>■},,,.  1 
have  neither  boob  nor  officers  to  increase  the  picket 

and  keep  the  |  watches  on  board  their  vessels. 

The  present  guard  hoat  is  charged  to  watch   both  the  North  and 
South  channels  near  die  obstructions.     I  roqi   re  the   ervicesof 

steamer  to  low  lie-hlers  from  time  to  time  up  the  Savannah  Hiver  to 
keep  my  vessel-  supplied  with  fuel.  Our  supply  of  coal  hoing  out  off. 
I    am  instructed    to   hum  wood    in  the  movement   of    the  at  SOU 

keep  the  small  quantity  of  coal  now  on  hoard  the  Vi  384  1-  a-  a  reserve 
in  rime  of  an  emergency,  when  wood  might  not  be  available  at  the 
moment. 
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I  !  Dioe  the  condition  of  my  command,  believ- 

ing that  all  matter*  pertaining w the defenses of  ^avaualiafaould  be 

fully  iv]. i v  ,  mi.   I  to  son. 

1  urn.  general,  very  respectfully, 

W.M.  Wi  JIUNTER, 

]•':  Gbmmanding  Afloat* 

nfftjor-Ueneral  J.   I".  Gii.mkk.  Provisional  Arun.C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter.  C.  s.  •  Luut.iuim ',  Milt*.  ('.  s. 

Navy,  oommana&ng  C  S.  o,  Sampeon,  toproeeed  to  duty 
fag  the  water  approaches  to  Savannah, 

s  .wan.naii,  .  [pril  §7 .  is<;Jh 
Yon  will  proceed  with  the  Confederate  steamer  8atnp6on  onderyour 
□sand  to  or  near  the  late  anchorage  of  me  Confederate  steamer 

SaviiinuiJi.  iii-ur  the  head  of  V.\U\  Island,  and  oear  the  obstructions. 

You  will  DC  vigilant  in  guarding  the  Water  approaches  U  Savannah  in 

the  neighborhood  of  \<<nr  anenoraget  and  also  against  any  enrpi 
from  the  enemy.     You  «  ill  keep  i  ni  oessary  supply  of  fuel  for  all  pm 

f  loses  of  locomotion, and  be  van  vigilanl  in  relation  to  the  can' of  vour 
toate  mil  thai  no  deserting  mice  place  from  your  vessel.     In  short) 
relying  on  your  discretion  and  vigilance*, 
]  am,  respectfully, 

WM.    W«    HlNTKU, 

/''Io<!-Otjir,  .'.    (  ■'■in;   Albnit. 

[Lieutenant  T.  IV  Mu.i>.  «'.  s.  Navy. 

.  S  v.  8ampton.  | 

P.  8. — The  watchwords  and  parolee  you  will  obtain  from  the  oom< 
mending  officer  of  the  Savannah*  lot  which  this  is  your  authority; 
these  are  to  be  carefully  and  confidentially  kepi  bj  you,  and  aol  to  be 
imparted  except  on  requisite  official  occaeione. 


Beport  "f  Flag  Officer  Hunter,  0,  S,  2V!  th\   Depart- 

Savannah.  April  99,  186^. 

In  reply  to  your  order  of  die  24tb  instant.  direotSng  me  "to  inform 
the  Department  if  I  have  a  sufficiency  of  men  for  all  the  naval  vessels 

under  my  command,  including  tin-  new  gunboat  0,/teohee  now  fitting 
out;  and   if  nol.  to  state   the  deficiency."'  I   have  to  state  that  I   have 

.supernumeraries.  8  seamen,  ml  ordinary  seamen;  landsmen,  96;  total, 
56.  Plag-Ohlcer  Josiali  Tattnall  has  rornished  me  with  a  statement  ox 
the  ore  w  required  for  the  Ogeecha  .  which  Bmbraci  -  81  men,  exclusive 

of  15  marines.    I  have  therefore  men  enough  t<>  man  tin-  <■■ 
l«-s.s  ;».  exclusive  of  marines. 

The  other  vessels  "f  the  Bquadron  have  each  their  complements  of 
men.  I  occasionally  get  a  man  for  the  naval  Bervioe;  I  beneve  there- 
fore that  the  small  deti.i.nrv  to  man  the  squadron  can  be  made  up 
her<1  by  enlistment-. 
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The  insalubrious  positions,   where  our  chief  duties  are.  admonish 
that  we  may  exjn  rt  :i  considerable  diminution  from  our  mind 
I  hut  I  should  employ  evirv  effort  to  obtain  men  to  meet  that  contin- 
gency,    hi  this  relation   i  would  ask  your  attention  to 
applications  for  medics]  officers  to  Biipply  tin-  deficiency  now  in 
squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

\\M.    W.    IIlNTKK. 

7'V.  /•.  <  'omn 

(  '.IIIIIiMllder  .1.    K.   MlTCMKI.I.,  0,   S.   \av\, 

Qffict  of  Orders  and  Detail. 


Extract  from  report  oftht  Seen  tan/  >>/'■>■  <l»t-  d  April  -10, 1 

VlCHSEI>    IN   CoMMLSrlfN. 

i .  /,'■        •>,■•■■,•  Gtaral 

Peetlee,  steam  gunboat,  8  guns,  Lieutenant  O.  V.  Johnston. 

in  fiar&or,  wider  command  qf  i-  I     ier. 

%(oora,  ironelad  >!  un^.  Commander  T.  '1'.  Hunter. 

Ironclad  stoop,  i  guns,  Commander  I.  N.  Brown. 
Pt&metto  st<,t,,  ironclad  sloop,  f  guns,  Lieutenant  J.  II.  Root 

■  ,'-«. i>Ji-  •  •   'I'    M'.  llit'itrr. 

■  h.  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  T.  W.  Brent. 
ri/ni.  ironclad  floating  battery,  i  guns,  Lieutenant  W.  ( Iwathmey 
/.,,,,,//.'.  Bteam  gunboat,  Bgons,  Lieutenant  II.  II.  Dalton. 
.1  ;un  gunboat,  <>  guns,  Lieutenant  J.  s.  Kennard. 

£tanpam,  steam  gunboat,  l  gun,  Lieutenant  T.  13.  Mills. 

i  mikh  CSommtocnoN. 

1/    I  In,  J,, I,,.,.    S.    C. 

The  now  ironclnd  sloop  t  )»'>■<  ,„/.;,>.  u  it  h  I  guns,  is  nearly  ready  to  go 
into  commission,  her  batfc  ry  being  on  hoard. 
The  hulls  of  two  other.-  are  ready  for  their  armor. 

U  Km  Bfetf  Rate  Rnvr,  B 

The  steam  sloop  Peedee%  with  4  heavy  guns,  has  been  completed  and 

placed  in  commi>.-ion. 

A  steam  lender  and  a  torjiedo  boat  are  being  huilt. 

At  >ri,<lnwlh,    ',<■ 

Two    ironclad    stoops    in    readiness    for    their  armor,   one   of   them 

launched  and  maoblnarj  for  both  ready. 

At  |         ■     ,  Brtofit 

A  wooden  gunboal  has  fust  been  completed,  with  two  propellers. 
This  is  a  good  yessel  and  makes  D  miles  speed.    Her  en«dn 
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built  :it   1 1  if  Naval    Iron  Work- ;it    Kichmond.  and   are  nol  •  '-lit 

power  for  greater  speed,  baying  been  proi  ided  I'm  a  smaller  vessel  at 
,  which  circumstances  prevented  the  building  of.    She  moon! 


power  for  greater  speed,  baying  been  proi  ided  for  a  smaller  vessel  at 

inn  -nted    ill 

battery  of  B  Grans.  2  of  nrnicb  arc  mounted  on  pivots;  also,  on  the 


rks  a  -mall  side-wheel  steamer  Intended  foi  b  transport  iii  the 
Pedes  Biver  for  grain  and  other  provisions  for  the  Government  use 
and  other  necessary  purposes.  The  machinery  of  tixis  vessel  hat  been 
provided  for. 

Then  ■  being  built  a(  this  yard  b  torpedo  boat    This  station 

bis  been  oi  much  use  lately  in  filling  requisitions  for  timber  for  the 
new  steamer  at  Wilmington,  which  baa  been  supplied  (ram  the  yard 
at  that  plat .  . 

M  Charlatan,  8.  I 

Ad  ironclad  steamer,  ol  good  modi  I  andol  sufficient  power,  ia  nearly 

completed  and  will  he  ready  in  s  fen  days.     She  has  i  citadel  wbicn 

is  plated  with  an  armor  8  inches  tl  id  mounts  6  •■■  rhe 

in-  urn-  Hi  w.  and  were  also  built  at  tin-  Naval  Iron  Worlu  at 

I  iolumbue.    Good  speed  is  expecte  I  fr this  vessel. 

There  are  also  two  other  first-class  iteamersal  this  plan-,  tin-  wood 

work  of  both  being  nearly  finished,  hut  there  i-  in  lable 

to  put  their  armor  on.     Tin-  engines  of  these  vessels  are  new  and  of 
sufficient   power  to  busure  good   speed    They  arc   being  provi 
aboal  theC  EL  Naval  Iron  works  at  Columbus  and  are  in  a steti 
Forws  rdness. 

These  vessels  have  short  citadels  and  will  be  covered  with  an  armor 

Of  iron  tl  inches  thick,  under  which  thev  will  mount  4  heavj  gUttSeacD, 

One  of  these  vessels  has  been  launched  and  moved  out  of  range  of  the 
eiKim       ihella,  and  the  other  Is  ready  for  launching:  propeller  and 

shaft  in  place,  etc, 

.If  Stiuinimli,   da. 

At  vYiUbuVa yard  an  ironclad  is  ready  for  launching.    T 
will  have  good  steam  power,  with  a  short  citadel,  plated  with  <»  inches  of 
iron  armor,  under  which  I  guns  will  be  mounted!    Theeu  son 

board  and  built  by  Chief  Engi \e  Warner,  also  at  the  Columbus  Neva] 

I  ion  Works.  There  is  enough  iron  on  hand  to  enable  them  i"  launch 
tin  steamer,  but  not  sufficient  to  complete  her  armor.  At  Krensonel 
Hawkee1  yard  another  ironclad  isoo  the  stocks  and  ready  for  laum 

ing.  Tin's  vessel  will  also  have  good  steam  power  and  be  plated  with 
armor*)  inches  thick,  and   mounts  4  hea\  \   guns;   but  there  i-  no  iron 

available  for  the  armor  of  these  vessels  at  present.    A  wooden  gunboal 

lias  also  been  recently  completed,  inountiu  ,  on  this  station. 


(>ni,i  of  General  Bdayregardi  (X  Si    \  "»>/,/»  Brigodi* 
C.  S.   1 1  my,  ft  ■■■'>  ding  W  '  m  rati  turpi  do  fc* 

BOQHA    Dm  I       <i  a.,   w 

Charleston^  8,  i .    May  1,186 
Qsnbbal:  I  am  instructed  i.\   the  major-general  commanding  to 

inform  you  that  three  army  torpedo  bouts,  under  the  Control  of  Mr. 
Theodore  Stoney,  leave  tl  to  morrow  by  inland  oavigatioa  for 
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operations  against  theenemx's  Beet  in  the  watersof  Port  Royal.    Pta 
give  th''  neceesar]  Insteuotions  t<»  your  guards  and  pickets  to  permit 
chase  hoatstopass.    Their  signal  at  night  will  be  two  flash 

Bespeotfoll] .  your  obedient  Ben 

II.  v 
Captain  "ud  Assistant  J- 

Brigadier  General  II.  A.  Wise, 

f/i  Military  District,  Adams  /•'' 


rt  i.f  "Flag  Officer  Bunter,  (  .         ■  g  tkadsm 

pj  ///,/.,,  //,,  i  .  S.  8,  netoUite. 

Sw  wnvh.  May  0,  I 

I  htivo  to  report  tin-  desertion  of  William  Bell  (land  rick 

Man  in  (firei-cuBS  fireman),  John  Connelly  (ordinary  seaman),  and 
Joseph  Bdoore  (officer's  steward),  all  of  the  Confederate  steamer  /. 

lut, ,  on  tin-  1st  «>f  May.  1M>4.     These  men  are  all.  with  th  ition 

of  Moore,  of  Irish  birth,  and  wore  in  concert  with  other  [rial 
all  eleven,  composed  of  citizens  and  soldiers,  who  had  stolen 
from  the  annv  mid  were  on  their  why  to  the  enemy.    Moore  (wb 
an  Indian  by  i  white  man),  officer's  steward,  abandoned  t1 
returned  with  some  stolen  oars  from  the  L  ind  gave  liiins.it'  up. 

Patrick   Martin  has  been  apprehended,  who.  with  Moore,  is  noa 
confinement.     I  am  taking  every  means  to  apprehend  William  Bell  and 
John  Connelly,  who  are  yet  at  urge.     Expecting  to  be  able  to  appre- 
hend the  two  last-named  desert  rs  presently,  I  will  transmit  you  | 
date,  on  w  hied  to  base  charges  against  the  deserters  alluded  to,  in  adaj 
or  two.     I  would  ask  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  Navy  Deni 

i  to  the  faet  t hut  the  two  guard  boats'  crews  win  om 

this  M|uadron.  who  ovrr|)owered  tin  ir  officers  and  delivered  offia 

,  arms,  and  themselves  to  the  enemy       in     n ith  scarcely  an 
exception,  of  Irish  and  English  birth. 

\  few  grave  examples  of  punishment,  early  administered,  I  feel 
assured,  would  have,  ma  great  degree,  prevented  these  acta  \  like 
example  Beams  mnoh  to  be  requirea  now.  hoth  on  the  scon-  of  interest 

11  Q8QBC  and  I  rue  men  y. 

The  serious  and  treasonable  offenses  of  attempting  to  desert  to  the 
enemy,  more  especially  at  this  time,  when  our  troops  nave  been  largi 
withdrawn  from  the  defenses  of  Savannah,  present  a  fitting  occasion 

for  the  example  alluded 

I  am,  respectfully, 

WM      \V.    Hi  VI  KK. 

Flaff't (lji< y  r.  Cornm  \ih»it. 

«    .unnander  .1.  K.  Mitchei.i  .  I  .  8.   Kftl 

It. 

j 

dot 


Report  <D  ,  O.  S.  Wavy,  suggesting  a*  ■/>■•»  t/ie 

//'s  th&pping  m  i  mnoh  /.' 

('.  S.  S.  Sv.  vnvui.  Ma  ■■■'(. 

Sik:  I  desire  to  make  a  few  suggestions,  which  I  hope  you  will  par 
don  me  in  making,  as  they  arc  purely  of  a  confidential  t  relet* 


■ 
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ing  to  an  article    that  ftpp BUS  i   in    the    Republican  of  this  morning. 

That  article  refer-  !..  the  achievements  erf  the  Navy  el  other  points 

ami  calls  upon  OS  at  Savannah  lo  .-fir  up  our  strength.  I  wish  to  <ay 
in  the  first  place  thai  I  do  not  allow  newspaper  Button  (who  imagine 
themselves  generals  ami  admiial.-o  t"  influence  m\  views  or  ideas  oon- 
i  ning  dufj .  but.  opoD  reflection]  I  have  conn-  to  the  conclusion  thai 
suth  the  SovannaA  nri   could  inflict  some  damage  upon  the  enemy's 

shipping.      The  time   Beems  peculiarly   favorable  now.  when  most   of 

tlu>  force*  and  ironclads  of  the  eneurj  have  been  withdrawn  tor  the 
attack  upon  Richmond. 

The  way  I  propose  to  accomplish  anything  is  this:  To  get  the  signal 
corps  to  inform  us  when  tin-  enemy'-  \  < ■•ssels  make  their  appearance  Is 
Ossabaw  or  Wassaw  .sounds,  their  number,  strength  position,  etc. 
As  soon  as  this  i<  known,  to  gel  lip  D  ami  go  down  just  below  the 

Thunderbolt  obstructions  to  a  point  (tailed  Turuert  Bocks:  lie  there 
with  hanked  fires  till  near  daybreak  the  next  morning,  when  steiiru 
would  be  raised,  and  at  daylight  pounce  down  upon  them  unawares, 
butt  the  irat  one,  and  then  go  cm  after  the  second,  to  try  to  capture 
her.  hut,  if  not  possible,  to  disable  her  at  the  least. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  project  successfully,  I  would  "  -pe.  tl'ully 
recommend  that  another  pilot  he  procured  bo  as  to  be  on  hand  when 
wanted  to  assisl  Moses  Dallas,  who  understands  those  sounds 

well.  I  think  the  plan  a  very  feasible  one  and  easily  managed,  with- 
out one-half  the  danger  that  attended  the  Athmt.i.  which  vessel  drew  4 
feet  more  water  than  this  one.  and  besides  die  went  out  of  the  channel 
to  attack  the  enemy. 

We  could  al>"  carry  the  hmiduja  and  Sa/npton  along  with  us.  the 
latter  vessel  t->  tow  up  a  prize  in  ca.se  we  captured  one. 

1  throw  out  the.se  suggestions  for  your  consideration,  hoping  that 

will  think  favorably  «»f  them  and  permit  me  to  make  the  attempt. 

Even  if  we  were  unsuccessful  in  the  trip,  we  would  frighten  otr  the 

blockades,  and  thus  al  low  our  Vesselfl  to  rUB  the  blookade  more  safely 
than  heretofore. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

H.  II.  Daiton, 
Ftr*t  I  .-f,  ( '  'i/iiiumtui' 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Huntku, 


Letter  from  Flag  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S,  Navy  t  to  Lieutenant  Dak 
c.  8.  Navy,  replying  (<■  wggeetion  of  yarding  operation* 

mkui  tl<-  enemy* 

Savannah.  May  J  J,  JSG/h 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  marked  confidential, 
which  shall  be  bo  held  ii\  me.     In  reply  I  would  remark  that  any  dis- 
position which   nun    inggest   Itself  to  you   hereafter  touching  the 
operation  of  the  squadron  under  nrj  command  bad  bettei  le  in 

person,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  clearrj  discriminating  what  is  and 
ffbnl  I.  nut  official  wheo  committed  to  w  i it iug.  though  Darked  con- 
fidential. Whilst  1  commend  yom  laudable  zeal  toward  the  object  to 
which  you  have  alluded,  a-  well  U  your  disavowal  of  any  influence 
occasioned  h\  an  article  inn  Savannah  new-paper  of  thi>  day,  to  which 
you  allude,  I   may  doubtless   be    much    enlightened   in   relation  to  the 
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: 

official  obligations  devolving  on  meshould  you  Ik-  pleased  t«>  imps 
person  your  special  views  of  tin-  best  disposition  of  mj  command  at 
the  present  time. 

I  -nil.  rasped  i  nil  v. 

W  v.   \\     II 

Lit ■iiirn.'iiit  II.  II.  Dalton, C.  s.  Navy. 


li,  <  \ptQMi    .]/''■'■■/•■>'.  C  S.  Army,  regarding  tfu  bombardm 

,,f'  i  ■  i,  ,-. 

Fobi  Si  mtbb,  May  !',  ■  />.  ">. 

Tin-  hiiMiiii  r  of  shot     Bred  it  fori  to-day  is  as  follows:   From  moni* 
tors,  70,  of  which  46  struck;  Parrott  guns  on  land,  L77,  of  which  160 
-truck;  dbhimbiads,  98,  of  which  83  Btruck;  mortars,  •-'.  nun'  struck. 
Total  fired  from  B  a.  m,  bo  7  j>.  ni.,  347,  of  which  -j>'.'  struck, 
fixefrom  land  became  rapid  al  9a.m.    The  first  monitor  cami 

at  10,  the  second  half  an  hour  later;  the  second  retired  al  L2:80p.  m.. 
the  first  al  3     Firing  from  guns  has  oeased,  that  fr6m  mortars  com- 
menced.    One  monitor  was  w  en  moving  southward  over  the  bar  this 
afternoon:  s|,,  i>  nut  .me  of  those  (  i i;_;;i_;. •■  I  cither  yesterday  or  to-daj 
One  negro  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg  this  afternoon. 
;  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  ('.  Mm  i. 
Gij  ■  bmmandi 

Lieutenanl  S.  G  Boi  lston, 

Acting  i        •  ■//. 


Report  t>f  Oaptain   Mttchel,  C.  S.  Arm,  *  of 

■    hi]   //,,   ./!,  inij.s   , ,.. 

Four  Si  1864  -  ■'  : 

\rw  pretty  little  engagement  just  terminated.  At  11 :15a.  m.  two 
tnonitora  moved  up  and  opened  pre  on  east  angle  and  face.  Sullivan's 
bland  immediatetv  replied,  and  after  an  hours  sharp  fire  drove  them 

both  oft.      Eacho]    thamwafl   struck   m-vci-.i1   tinier    hikI   <me  evidently 
scriimsly  injured;  ]>il"t  bouse  torn  to  ribbons.     On  leaving  both  Bhon 

ii  |ii'iin:int  colored  white,  rod,  and  white.    The  usual  Blow  tire 
[gland  bas  been  resumed.     Noonc  hurt  and  do  damage 
done. 

.1.  C.    MlTOHEL, 

i  \tj>t,i't„.  QpmpuuuKng* 
Lieutenant  S.  Ci  Bqymxon, 

Acting    I  '  Adjutant-  0*  >>■  rai. 


rem  Major- General  J  S,  Army,  U 

0.  8.  Navy^  requeuing  cooperx  naval  force*  in  '/<■  d 

EfDQBS.  I 'kit.  oi   >.  <  ..  (;  \.,  wn  l  i 

Charleston,  s.  r..  U  i '864, 

Sik:  Under  urgent  calls  from  the  War  Department,  J  have  been 
obliged  to  send  ol  all  my  available  troops  to  Virginia.    'I  h  ions 

the  hntterie-   Mirrmindin ••  arhor  are  cousecnientlj    I  educed  to 
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niofa  an  i ■  x t •  •  1 1 1  that  [  cm  in. i  muster  luificienl  mas  bo  man  sill  the  guns 

in  position.      I'ndcr  1 OSSS  i  i  ivinu.".tanet-.«.,  I  am  induci-d    tOSSkyOO  to 

render  me  all  the  assistance  and  oooperatioD  that  lie  in  your  power, 
and  to  reqneal  thai  you  will  man  such  arrangement  m  maj  insure 
tln>  safety  of  the  harbor  i>\  calling  upon  the  officers  and  men  under 
your  eommand  bo  exercise  increased  vigilance  and  extra  exertioni 
their  duties.  To  show  you  how  pressing  ]  consider  the  axigeneies 
of  the  occasion-  I  hare  toil  afternoon  ordered  b  battalion  composed  of 
detailed  men  including  all  the  clerks  in  my  tnaadqnarters)  to  Junes 
[aland,  now  without  any  infantry  garrison.  I  beg  ymi  will  regard 
this  as  strictly  confidential. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sam  Jones, 

.1/.'.  fal. 

Flag-Officer  TOGSTJ 

Co),u»ttnd'tnt  ('.  S.  UfawA  F<>n-'S  Afioat\  Charlotte 


Ortkr  of  FUtg-OMwr  Hunt*  I       7  Matter'*  Mate 

Skinnt  /■-  ( '.    v    Vavy:  to  •  ■  9.  6*. 

Savannah,  may  .'■'>.  186£. 
Yoa  are  hereby  temporarily  detached  from  the  Confederal  steamer 

homl'njii.  and  will  relieve  Ma-li-rV   Male   Samuel   F.  Hebbard  in  com- 

mand  of  ih'    Confederate  steamer  /**//>//#/  till  his  health  will  enable 
h in  1  to  resume  his  command. 
Respectfully, 

\\y\.    W.    Hi -NTKK. 

Fln,i  ( >$<■>■.  >  Ung  afloat* 

Mastert  Mate  K.  w.  Skinnek,  C.  8.  Navy. 


Order  cf  Flag- Officer  Hunter.  < .  8,  Navy*  to  Lieutenc       '•■ 

JVavy,  co//»i"""'/'"'/  0.   91  8.  Sam  jbr  the 

•  ;,  qftht  ooeh 

Sai  \nnaii.  ■/"/!■  :. 

At  the  very  earliest  moment  which  the  S<nnj>stm,  under  yam  Com- 
mand, is   ready  for  service,  you  will    proceed  with    her  bo  B   position 

from  which  you  can  command  the  lineiram  alacksy's  Point  bo  Bate 

Lee.  nboui  r»«  11)  yards  fr<mi  the  obstructions  m-ar  the  late  anchorage  of 

the  Confederate  >te-,imer  Savannah.      Be  rigUanl    and  at   all  times  on 
your  jruard  to  use  your   batten   on   the  plan-  d»->ijrimte«.l  and  also  for 
the  defense  of  the  obstructions. 
Respect  fully. 

Wm.    W.    Ill '\TKK. 
FliltJ-Ojfi'-'  ilt. 

Lieutenant  T.  B.  M11.1..S,  ('.  S.  Na\\. 

S,  Sampeon. 
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General    M< •;  "?/.    to  Wr,/-(/jficer 

I  I  I ADQUABXERS, 

GOMMODOK  i:t|.h  i  i  ;>.  m  sIHoliiing. 

I  hop.-  the  W  ■      '!  ht.  a-  the  enemj  are  evidently 

looking  tor  her. 
Very  truly. 

L  Mi  1. 

Commodore  EErorrxB, 


[Telwmm.] 

Beauleeu,  [Ga.],  Jv  96£. 

The  tug,  or  ironclad,  and  one  gunboal  Igh  Hell 

Gate  and  aro  maneuvering  in  Green  Islnnd  Sound. 
Bcepeotfalry, 

Lieutenant  J.  Hrvn.i:. 


\NN\ii,  June  J,  J864-. 
I  will  be  with  you  at  White  Hint?  to-morrow  moraine.    The  enemy 
is  looking  for  the    Water  Witch.     He  most  not  got  Tier.     K.vi 
year  discretion  in  all  matters.     Allow  no  pilfering.     Save  all  01  desfa 
all.    The  latter,  when  nothing  better  can  be  done. 
Respectfully, 

WMt.    W.    IlUNTKR. 

flag-  Ojficet .  ( 

Lieutenant  W.  \v.  Causes,  (.'.  S.  Navy, 

WhiU 1  Bluff,  [Oa.\. 


/..  /  Wow  Department  to  Flag-Gfy 

Hunter,  0.   s".  Navy^  requesting  aee-istoii--, 
Mart)  Af/HOS, 

AjG-CNCY    OF    TIIK    WaII    Df.I'ARTMKNT, 

Sat*  '-*.  I864. 

I'ommdihiuk:  Tbesohooner  Mary     I; .■■■■  •-.  I  upla,in  James  K.  lo'ill\. 

loaded  ui  bbls  port  with  ootton,  one-half  for  aooonnl  of  the  Confea- 
ernte  Btatee  ana  the  other  half  on  aooonnt  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 

now  ra&dl  for  -t.-i.  may  reipinv  some  a.-sistuner  at  your  hands  in  order 
to  enable  her  to  go  out  with  safety  and  dispateh.  if  Bnefa  be  the  case, 
will  yon  do  01  the  kindness,  upon  Captain  Keilly's  request)  to  order 
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one  of  the  steamer*  under  your  command  to  render  her  such  assistance 
u  ma  \  be  necessar}  I  i  Acoompliab  thai  desirable  object  1 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, an,  verj  respectfully,  yojxr  obedient  serr- 

Bswih  A  IIaudee, 
Assistant  Agents  JJ 
Commodore  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Flag-Cffiosr,  Commanding  •/*,  '///. 


Report  qf  FTaff-Qjflloer  Buntsrt  ('.  8.  Navy,  feg 

sti'ifi'-ns  Kij  th,  many. 

Savannah,  Jkms  7.  JS64. 
Since  the  oaptnre  at  the  11  ■•  r  R  SfoA  the  bdooq  ire  making  demon- 
strations  in  tier  neighborhood  with  ;i  formidable naval  fovea,  doubt! 

with  a  view  to  recapture  her.      I    bare  baan  bo  much  occupied   in  rela- 
tion to  this  mutter  as  to  h:ive    been  unalile    to    tran.-uiit  a    full  written 

report  of  this  most  bi  -ill  1:1  nt  affair.     I  trill  do  so  at  the  earliest  momenf 

I  can  collect  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 
I  am.  very  leapeol  fully. 

Wk.  ^\'.  Hl.vteu, 

Fi  "/. 

Captain  S.  EL  Lee,  ( '.  S.  N  «yv. 


[Tele*  run.] 

<nnaii,  .Jin,,  ;,  ;.sy;j. 
Get  down  ;.  ..in-  topmastej    iveall  the  rope  and  Una;  you  will  be  toss 
conspicuou  . 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  \V.  Hi atkh. 
Flag  -ojfi,  winding  Afloat, 

Lieutenant  W.  W.  Cabots,  C.  s.  Navy, 

Whit*  W»tf. 


Ord&r  qf  Flag-Officer  Hunter,   C.    s.    tfavy,  to 

1 .  s  _\   . .    .  \\,,t,  r  II "'V,-/.. 

BA1  \nv\II.  •/«>/*.    v.    I 
I  de.sired  that  the  topui;i-t- <>['  the    Water  Witch  should  be  BO<  down,  to 

more  perfectly  mash  her  position.  Lower  ht  rgaAondeck,  and  keep 
her  running  rigging  rove,  except  thai  pertaining  to  the  soils,  which 
unrceve  and  send  up.  I  will  send  you  :i  stage  and  forty  or  fifty  hags 
to  unload  the  Coal.  The  eon  I  must  lie  safely  kept,  as  vre  can  obtain  no 
more,  and  it  is  for  her  future  use.  Keep  quite  enough  on  board  to  be 
quite  sure  that  it  will  be  sufficieni  t'>  bring  her  to  this  place  1 
and  one  daj'-s  supply  additional. 

For  your  information  and  guidance  I  bare  to  in  u  that  the 

moment  the  Water  WitcA  was  in  our  possession  no  officer  or  man  had 
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nny  private  stores,  mess  "i  otherwise,  belonging  t<<  them,  and  tie 
fore  nod  no  authority  to  my. 

Keep  the  maobinen  id  order  and  two  we  Tudonsfor  the  num- 

ber of  persons  yon  have  on  board;  send  the  remainder  up  to  this 
place.     I  expect  to  be  abl<  to  gel  the  vessel  i"  Savannah.    Infoi 
as  well,  and  as  soon  as  you  can,  what  will  be  heT  draft  <>f  water  p 
cisely  when  you  have  Lightened  her.    T<»  your  discretion,  ■'' 
officer-like  qualities,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  attribute  tlie  safe  custody  of 
the  vessel  and  all  apparel  : t r i •  I  equipment.      If  you  accomplish  this  you 
will   be  a   large   participant   <»f   this   hrilliant  and   creditable  affair. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Him, 
Flag  Officer,  t  ding  Ajtc\ 

ntenant  W.  W.  CASHES,  <      B.   Naw, 

In  Ghargi  ofPriz*  WaterWUoh,  Wk&  Bl»f. 


Report  »f  H<w-Ojfin  r  Hunter,  C,  8.  Wanry%jfo  red 

?.  S.   Water  WUoh. 

,  Savannah,  J  '.;. 

Herewith  is  a  paper*  from  among  those  captured  in  the  Water  117/,//. 
being  an  official  correction  or  alteration  of  the  signals  of  the  enemy. 

Respectfully, 

\V\I      V7.    UlNTKK, 

Flag-Offid  r.  <  'ommanding  Afloat, 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

(  bptaw  '<■■■  '  '!"',(/>. 

I\  S.     I  I i:l\  •■  just  Bound  also  in  the  order  book  of  the  Wate\    i; 
the  acoampanying  printed  deaeriptioxi  of  signal  flags  of  recognition 

agreed  upon  Mween  the  I  0 1  if  edcratc  steamer-  Al  ■•■/</. 


Orderof '  Jfrlag-Offioer  Hunter.  O.   S\  Navy,  u>  I.!<u  ('<ime*,  t 

nj,  comma  |!  Witch,  regarding  the jxiseage 

of  tin  tw$el  to  8anannah\  Go. 

Confidential.    Solely  for  your  own  informatum.] 

Sal   \N\AH.   J",„    9,    I 

It  ia  proper  that  pon  should  understand  tnj  intention  in  relation  to 
the   Water  Witch*  teat  you  maj  intelligibly  conduct  your  duties  with 
regard  to  her.     It  is  mj  desire  to  have  aei  brought  to  Savannah  by 
the  most  safe  i-hannel.    To  effect  that  end,  Bai  through  Skiddai 
Narrows,  or  such  other  passage  as  maj  be  found  most  a&S  isable.     ; 
this  purpose  it  I  cue  to  Lighten  her  as  much  as  possible,  both 

irith  ;i  \  i'-w  to  save  herapparel,  stores,  etc  .  bj  having  these  conveyed 
Bafely  to  Savannah  by  v,  uid  to  lighten  the  vessel.    Discharge 

her  coal,  !-••  ht  hours'  steaming,  which  latter 

keep  on    board.      Keep    the  machinery    in   good    workiiu  and 

sufficient  oil  for  thret  day-'  steaming.    Take  good  care  of  the  boats. 


1  Nut  found. 
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oars,  etc.,  belonging  t)0  these.     Keep  powder  enouj  low  her  up — 

in  the  ■  - %.  •  - 1 1 1  the  enemj  may  be  enabled  to  recapture 

lier.  He  in  readiness  to  -et  file  to  her  i-lln  I  ii;i  1 1 ;,  in  tin  event  .1 "  ' 
stated.  On  no  account  allow  the  enemy  to  get  heracain  iii  their  j)os- 
session;  but  do  not  destroy  her  it  it  >"•  not  indispensable.  In  the  event 
of  the  enemi  attacking  you  in  overwhelining  force  save  youroffii 

and  men  as  beal  yOU  may.  with  all   the  small  arm-,  and  i!"   possible  the 

In  short,  prepare  tin  vessel  bo  !»■  brought  to  Savannah  as  well 

and  as  soon    as   you   can.      Kxerri-e    VOOT  best    judgment    and    effo 

being  governed  by  circumstances  and  theee  views. 
I  am.  reapectfulh . 

WM.    \Y.    HlNTKlU 
Flaij-  Oj/'r.r.    (>>,n  ncnall  iaj  Afixll. 

Lieutenant  W,  \V.  Gabnes,  C.  8.  N> 

Whit.  lll»if\  in  Charge  •>/!'<  i  Water  Wit.  h. 

P.  S. — The  anthracite  coal  is  <«f  the  greatest  value  to  na  for  the  tor 

pfdoes.  Land  the  coal  from  whence  it  may  rcndilv  [be]  transported  to 
this  plane  in  wagons. 

W.   \Y.   II.,  C.  S.  Nav.v. 

r.  P.  s.     Do  not  strip  the  lower  rigging,  but  get  gaffs  and  topmasts 

on  deck;  do  not  fly  any  ensign  or  colors,  and  tak<  ution  to 

prevent  tin-  vessel  being  Been  at  a  great  distance. 

Send  Boatswain  Robert  McCalB,  C   8.  Navy,  to  the  8avam 
>oon  as  you  can  spare  bim,  and  endeavor  to  let  bun  (oip  bis  veeseL 
The  Savannah  m  non  much  needed. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.    W.    Him  kk, 

Flui-njji;  nanding  Afioat, 


Rijmrt  of  LieuimaM  .'.    s.  Xavy,  n/,i/ir>  <■■>!,■    Ktrijyuih 

the  prim  M/,a//„ rWtti,  r  Witch. 

Stkamkk  Watkk  Witi'ii.  •/»><,  9x  ■' 
Siu:  I  have  stripped  the  topina*ts  of  this  vessel  and  sent  tlnmdowu, 
also  her  gatfs.    All  the  rigging,  ling  and  running,  <tly 

made  op  and  marked  with  canvas  tallies.    The  rigging  I  ashore 

yesterday  and  the  soars  to-day.      We  Bent  lip  by  the  WBgOnfl  to  .lay  all 

the  ammunition  and  the  three  light  guns.    The  stage  will  I  »*  •  prepfu 

this  evening,  and  to-morrow  morning  we  will  be  able  to  l:md  the  for 
ward  gUO  and  tin  coal.  In  landing  tin-  coal  I  would  like,  if  possible, 
to  have    mole  men.      1  have   hut    82  men  all   lold.  and  (hey  have    Immmi 

worked  van  bard  tor  the  last  three  di 

I     ould  fike  to  have  the  wagons  again  to-morrow,  and  the  oarrylog 
•  m  move  the  bon  gun  to  tow  d 

1  need  Mr.  McCtlllaV    lei  \  ioefi  !  Biy  much,  but  1  w  ill  try  to  send  I  ill  1 1 

in  to-morrow  evening.    One  of  t]  ps  from  I  ;'  to-day 

told  met  hut  he  w:i.s  absent  from  the  vessel  without  authority,  and  Mr. 
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McCalh  •  to  ask   \<  hi  bo  send  the  order  detaching  hhu 

the  to  clear  bun  for  remaining  lure. 

Very  resi>e<  (fully,  etc.. 

W.  W.  (  'aknks. 

Blag-Officer  w.  w.  Hintf.u, 
t I 


I'.  S.     The  engineer's  log  book  shows  thai  there  are  tfi  tons  of  • 
on  board.    Tin-  Bhip  boa  draws  7   Feed   Forward  and  abosl  s  Fad  9 
inches  aft. 

w .  W   < 


.'■■/ -"//'''  ■rllxnt.r.  ('.    S  f"  Ihf  j 

11,//.  ■/•    II 

\NNAII.  •/»/<<    9,    2 

Tlu'  prize  steamer  Water  Witch  is  in  Vernon  Biver,  at  a  place  called 
White  Bluff.  Xhaenenrj  are  watching  her  with  from  four  to  six  sail 
L  am  removing  her  apparel  and  hauling  it  to  Savannah  for  the  pur- 
pose  "f  saving  it.  ana  tightening  the  vessel  so  as  to  enable  me  to  bring 
her  to  Savannah  >\\  an  inland  j  which,  with  the  aid  of  the  ai 

i  mi  endeavoring  b  deepen  suffii  Lently  b  ■  enable  her  to  pass  thrcugn. 
HbbWafarWitoh  excellent  engine  and  a  ••'        battery.     She 

would  be  a  very  valuable  vessel  on  tl  in,  and  perhaps  be  suited 

for  the  object,  which  tnaj  have  been  designed  bj  the  honorable  Sec 
lai-y  of  the  Navy,  as  indicated  by  hi  raphic  enquiry  to  m 

relation  tn  a  vessel  suited  t<>  pass  seaward  from  this  place.     The  tele- 
graph was  date<  I  April  1  and  the  reply  by  letter  on  the  2d  of  April,  L864. 
I  am.  \  rrv  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hi  mkk. 
/•  ommanding  Afloa 

Captain  3.  8.  Lur,  <  .  S.  Navy, 


r    Bunt*  r,    t .     s".    Navy,    to    .)/ 
McL'ni'K,  G.  S.  A 
pottage  to  Savannah  oj  amvr  \\~«t*-r  Witrh. 

>w  wsw{.  .!•■  '. ;. 

In  order  to  securt  to  the  Goverameiri  the  Bervices  of  s  very  vain- 
able  vessel,  viz.  the  Water  11///,.  now  lying  al  White  Bluff,  VernOn 
Biver,  it  is  necessary  to  brine  ber  to  this  place  by  an  interior  route. 
On  consultation  with  Captain  John  BdcOrady,  oi  oeers,  under 

tout  command,  '   learn  thai  i  mod  the  head 

Burnside  River  with  Skiddawaj  Rivt  Long  [stand,  would  ■ 

the  vessel  a  free  passage  i"  Savannah      Tin  Witch  la  complete 

in  her  appointm  lament  and  would  be*  very  valuable  aux- 

iliary to  your  di  >  Savannah.    She  bJ  icription 

of  a vi  ai  contemplated  by  the  bonorable  Navy  Department,  to  be 
built  for  a  specified  and  important  purpose.  I  Eeel  it  therefore  incum- 
bent  on  me  to  use  even  cuorl  to  place  her  afl  BOOD  as  possible  beyond 
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reach  at  the  enemy  by  removing  h  i  Prom  the  position  which  is 
doubtless  aUvring  the  enemy  toward  en  effort  for  ber  recapture. 
The  required  passage  would  prove  i  very  valuable  pubhc  Emprove- 

in. -ill  :tn<!  well  worth  the  labor  of   making  it  - 

1  would  therefore  most  respectfully  ask  you  (should  you  deem  tbe 

object  worthy  tin-  request)  to  assign  the  labor  and  direct    the  jwuwage 
alluded  to  to  be  made  :it  tin-  earliest  period. 
I  am,  general,  ran  respectfully, 

W.    \\.   lit -xtki:, 
Fiii'i-ofi, , r.  (bourn  "it. 

Major  General  L.  McLaws,  Provisional  Army,  C 


Report  of  JAeuU  nani •(  blond  Clarke,  C  8,  Army*  vegan 
rwu  \  a  view  to  opening  a  *hjp  paeeage  through  \k"/dauHty 

.X, f,r. ■"/•>•,  WUmmgUm  />' 

\'.\i. isv.v.it *  On 
Savamnak,  Jum  i~>.  f<s6£. 

Captain:  1  have  the  Honor  to  state  that  an  elimination  has  been 
made  for  tin-  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  ojM-ning  a 
ship  passage  through  Skiddawav  narrows,  as  directed  by  Maior- 
GenaraJ  McLawb,  particularly  with  a  view  to  bringing  the  Water  Witch 
from  ber  present  position  by  that  route  to  Savannah,  and  <•  to 

main  the  following  resort: 

The  excavation  m  e  led,  if  computed  as  dry  earth,  would  require  the 
labor  of  BOO  hand-  one  month  and  a  half,  but  with  the  diffleulty  of 
water  t<>  contend  with  in  the  wort  it  would  probably  be  double  that 
I   Dffth  of  time  lie  fore  it  could  be  lint-died. 

This  work  being  outside  oi  our  line-,  would   probably  be  d 
interfered  with  by  the  enemy,  and  n  ■  roes  would  undoubtedly 

Ik*  tost, 

As  you  uiv  aware,  the  engineer  department  has  now  no  force,  and 
it  will  not  in-  until  the  let  of  duly  mat  labor  will  be  resumed  by  us, 
then  \y\\  much  needed  In  important  works  of  defense.  1  may  sug- 
gest thai  th.  pease]  i-  now  behind  i  strong  battery,  and  with  good  land 
communication  with  Savannah.  If  it  If  ever  desired  '"  run  DBfftOsea, 
I  do  not  think  she  could  |  >1  aM\  situated  tot  the  adventure. 

The  rfapfilfl  blockading  the  sound  eooJd  easily  be  run  off  or  sunk  to 
aid  her  escape. 
Ven  respectfully,  submitted. 

JKO,     d.    (    I.AHKE, 

/./,  and  Chief  I 

Captain  R.  W.  B.  Ki.i.iott, 

A<  ■  tyutant. 


Letter j^  ■•  oj  QMo  »f  Order*  and  [Mail  to  Flag-  Officer  !/"■■ 

('.    S.    Xa,-)/.    r.tj'iraiixi    "jjir  men    a.- 

ma. 

C.  S.  NaYI     I  >i.i-\i:i  MKNT, 

Qffia  of  Orders  and  Detail,  /.'■'  -  tS64. 

Sia:  Your  two  communications  of  the  10th  instant,  with  pipers 
found  on  board  the  Water  Witch,  have  bean  received. 
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1  have  ordered  you  all  the  officers  I  can  lay  my  bands  upon,  t<>  be 
lurself,  giving  Ihe  command  to  the  senior  offii 
it  bebeoomj   <■  i  warleybasb  omznand 

the  li, >a,'  HV/r/,. 
Beventy-seveu  petty  officers  and  men  will  be  transferred  from 
.  ii  l  tolumbua,  (  hv .  t<>  yonr  eommand,  and  if  yen  i 
more  men  you  will  state  the  number,  and  the  grade  of  officers, 
1  m;i\  till  np  by  degrees. 
The  name  of  the  •  changed  to  Maoon* 

By  ecnunand  oi  the  »l  Uie  V 

1  am,  utv  respectfully,  pour  obedient  servant, 

( '//■.  '    rge. 

Flatf-Officer  W.  \V.  II.ntki:. 

■ 


Letter  fr<>n>  SI <i)->r-i;>  iiriuil  .!>•,<<  .■*.  r.   s.  Army r,  to  Flag-  Ojh 

(  .    >'.      Vary,    i 

Battalion. 

IIih^rk.  Dkpt.  OF  S.  C.,  <  i  A . .  AMi  Fl  ^.. 

/•/„.<  -.  '  •■  Jun.   !".  /-w J. 

The  major-general  eoniinau<iiM<j  diiv<-t>  mo  toacknow  \<  •  =  <<M|»t 

of  v'mh  communication*  of  the  L8th,  announcing  the  organisation  of 
the  Charleston  Naval  Battalion.  II«'  will  be  very  happvto  have  it- 
Istance  should  circumstances  render  it  necessary,  ana  fully  ap] 
e  cordial  cooperation  you  have  evinced  in  your  efforts  to  add 
to  the  strength  of  the  fori  ••-  for  the  protection  of  the  city  from  land 
attacks.  It  will  afford  liim  great  pleasure  to  arm  and  equip  the  bat 
Gallon  as  well  as  he  can.  !!<•  regTete  thai  some  of  the  smaller  equip- 
iiM-nt-  can  not  be  unmediately  supplied.  The  ordnance  officer  or  toe 
Department  will  be  Instructed  bo  turn  over  tin-  anus  to  the  ordnance 
officer  of  the  Navy. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  ol>  en  ml. 

('has.  S.  Sthiny;kki.i.«»w. 
AwiStani  .  [d}ut.</nt-  Qt 

Plag^Officer  J.  \\.  T<  am, 

Co//'/"'  to. 


Letter  from  Vtag- Officer Hunter \  C.  -s'-  Navy%to  Mr.  I  'i>»t 

•   conferena    regarding   the  i  channel 

through  Skidd  arrow* 

Savannah,  Jun,  .'.'.  18\ 

The  v.-ry  great  need  for  service  "f  the  prize  steamer  Water  Witch 

renders  ii  iraperativ*   I  should  bj  all  i  dij  power  endeavor  t<> 

gel  her  safely  to  Savannah,     to  furtherance  of  tliis  object,  I  would 

the  benefit  <<f  your  counsel^  and  i"  thai  end,  should  it  not  be  too 

it  a  trespass  on  your  politeness,  I  would  as!  you  to  attend  me, 

•Nol  found. 
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with  Mr.  Blown  (pilot),  and  Mr.  OHveira,  0  aterview 

i  tin'  commanding  general,  I-.  McLaws,  and  Captain   VicCradj 
the  Engineers.  at  Savannah)  on  Saturday  evening  next  al  B  p   m.     I 
will  be  :it  the  Marshall  House.  Savannah,  front  i  to  8  |).  nou  on  boat  day, 

Tin'  passage  through  Bkidaawaj  Narrow*  i-  represented  t<i  me  by 
you  and  others  a>  raasibli .  ami  I  da  the  oominaading 

general,  L.  BdfeLawa,  thai  I  ma\  prevail  on  him  to  furnish  the  nee 
sary  labor  to  make  the  passage  alluded  i".  whid    I   barn  will  be  a 
i  aluable  public  impro\  ament  roi  j  oar  locality . 

With  a  grateful  s<-ns<-  <.f  the  politeness  1  lm\  e  already  received  from 

ilv. 


your  family, 

I  am.  \  >•;  j   i  e  pectfuily, 


.?.    F.   Tl  <   KKK. 

Whit.  Bh,f,  ['■ 


\\m.  W,  Hintkk. 
<  bmmoMding  Artoat. 


Report  of Flag-Officer  TRmtcr.  C&, 

".s  enquiry  regarding  defic  merit*  qfvt  - 

S\V  ANN  All.    .I»i,.    .:■),    /S(J£. 

Iii  reprj  t"  yonr  letter  of  the  LOth  instant,  received  this  day,  du t- 

mgmeto  inform  your  office,  without  delay,  what  deficiencies  are,  if 
anj  .  of  officers  ana  men  In  Eho  vessels  of  our  v.j  ladron  under  mi  'om- 
mI.  I  would  state  there  ia  no  deficiency  of  men  in  the  complement 
of  vessels  now  iiikIit  my  ••■.minainl.  There  are  aupernuinerariea  in 
i In-  aquadron,  designed  bo  man  if  .  nor  yel  transferred  to  me, 

which  will  jgive  her  within  L5  of  bei  complemented  crew.    The  com 
piement  of  the  Water  Witch  was  98,   ill   told]  in  fl"-  U.  8.  ajervi 
exclusive  of  marines.     I  believe  thai  the  Water  Witch  will  be  remit 
most,  efficient  by  giving  her,  all  told,  too  person-:  r  statement  of  these. 
with  their  ratings,  ia  herewith  transmitted.    These  will  be  required 
in    addition    to   those    now    under   mv  OOmmaod.     The    Ogeeohs*   will 

aire  two  lieutenants,  a  master,  an  assistanl  Burgeon,  a  first  assist- 
ant and  one  second  assistant  engines]    an  office!  to  i  ominand  the  /' 

In  plane  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  •'.  >.  Kennaid,  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  Og\  or  an  experienced  lieutenant  to  take 

tin'  place  of  Lseutenanl  11.  II.  Dalton,  now  first  of  the  Savannah^  who 
may  be  ordered  to  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  8.  Kennard, 
in  .■iiiniiiand  of  the  bondiga, 

This  squadron  has  been  stripped  of  its  most  experienced  and  hi  i 
officers!  I  hope  you  will  send  me  some  lieutenants  and  passed  mid- 
shipmen of  experience  and  energy;  with  such  I  can  Baa]  use 
of  them  in  this  neighborhood. 

I  am,  very  respect  fully. 

\V\I.    \V.    IIlNTKK. 

/■'///,/-'  .  [float. 

Captain  S.  S.  La  i .  < ".  S,  Navy, 

(  aptain  in  ( 1hm 
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Office*     Hunter,    < .    S.    Navy,  to  Lie\ 

r'tli,  pr 

SoaNNAII. 

You   will    proceed  to  the   Confederate  steamer  Water  fl 
White  Bin  IT.  Vernon  River,  and  assume  command  of  her,  relic* 
First   Lieutenant  W.  W.  Carnes.     You  will    be  prepared 

her  should  it  become  m isary  to  from  recapture  by  tlu- 

enemy.     Receive  bom  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Games  all  information  of 
the  locality  of  your  vessel  touching  a  pro  for  her,  and 

what  directions  given  bj  me  to  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Carnes  in  relation  to 
the  WiiU.r  Wltcli,    Exercise  your  best  judgment  in  relation  to  all  matt 
pertaining  to  the  public  inteiestB  of  your  command,  and  keep  me 
"  met!  in  time  to  provide  for  your 
I  am.  reepeetruUy, 

Wm.  w.  ih  \tkh. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  .  l/<; 

Y\r-\   Lieutenant  A.  V.  \V  \i:i  Bl  .  I  •  8,   \avy. 
manding  Confederate  St* 


Ii>fu»t  of  Lieutenant  Wafiey,  < .  8,  tfanf/toumiting  inetrucUom 

to  th-  /'/•''■-<  stoat)  •   Witch, 

C.  S.  S.  Watek  Witch, 
Sni:  1  enclose  ili«'  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  machim 
of  this  vessel  as  to  the  condition  of  I  *  i  —  department,  and  I  also  reap 
fully  inform  yon  that  Lieutenant  Carnes,  in  obedience  to  your  order. 
has  stripped  the  vessel  of  everything  calculated  to  make  her  draw  too 
much.    Two  i. ..at-  are  hit.  one  anchor  and  chain,  some  few  articles 
of  cabin  and  wardroom  furniture,  gallej    utensils,  etc.     I  find  on 
board  T  men.  I   boy.  and   1  servant,  and  provisions  sufficient  to  last 
until  lie   middle oj  July.      I  would  recommend  some  arrangements  by 
which  we  can  reoeive  Fresh  provisions  at  least  twice  r  week.     I  have 
found  no  private  property  on  hoard.      If  any  stealing  was  done  it  hap- 

pensd  before  1  came;  there  in  little  enough  to  be  stolen  now.    Waft- 
ing your  instructions, 

I  am,  wir,  very  respect  fully,  your  oliedieut  servant. 

A.  I".  W  um.kv. 

•  .',,'.   t  '■"  ■■ 

hag  Officer  w.  W.  Ruzrm, 

;  foot,  >"' 


Order  <•/  i  la  w  Hunter,  t .  S.  Wavy,  to  1 

a.  Navy,  £  ■th,i\  s.   v.  hondiga. 

s  \  \  \  n  \  a  1 1 .  June  S0y  1864. 

fou  are  detached  from  the  Confederate  steamer 

and  will   relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  J,  S.  Kennard  in  command 
of  the  Confederate  steamer  leondiga. 

You   will  receive  from   Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  8.  Kennard  all 
orders  and  information,  etc.,  in  relation  to  the  special  duties  required 
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of  the  /  i  specialty  those  relating  to  cooperation  with  the  army. 

and  be  vigilant  to  tin-  execution  of  the  same.    The  fsondiga  i- 
sidered  on  picket  duty  and  it  is  expected  thai  she  will  l>e  m  readiness 
at  all  times  for  prompt  service. 

Kespeetfullv, 

W'm.  W.  Hi  mkr, 
FI>t>!-< >$< , , ,  0  Ung  Afloat. 

First  [nontenant  H.  II.  Daltoh,  Provisional  Navy,  Q  B. 


Report  of  Xieutenani  Mills,  C.  &    \         commanding  0.  S.  9.  Samp- 

sf,n%  suggesting  >t  jutxition  ftrr  thai  net 

0.  S.  S.  Sampson.  .J,,}, i.   /S6+. 

Sou  I  would  respeotrullv  bsingtoyour  notice  the  following 
In  obedience  i"  your  oroen  1  nave  anchored  the  Stzmj  low  the 

npper  obstructions  and  off  the  Mackey's  Point,  bo  a§  to  bear  with  nrj 
guns  upon  boats  or  vessels  coming  up  the  north  or  south  channels.    In 

taking  this  position  I  bod  directly  in  tin*  Mi I  fire  of  die  guns  of  Hie 

Georgia,  forts  Jackson,  Lee,  and  Chew's  [Cbeves  Naval]  Battery 
•in  ease  of  an  attack  oJ  the  enenrj  Should  ;i  nijrbl  attack  hi  boats  be 
made  upon  me  at  any  time  (a  thins  which  I  coiuriaer  not  at  all  unlikely) 
neither  the  Georgia  nor  the  form  could  assist  me,  ss  by  firing  their 
guns  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  or  the  obstructions  event  '  would 
more  than  likely  be  sunk.  I  therefore  obstruct  their  line  of  lire;  nor 
ran  I  lake  any  position  below  the  Georgia  IB    which  I    will    not.  either 

In*  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  torts  «>r  so  located  thai  the  eoemy  can 
gi-t  on  board  of  me  very  readily.     Moreover,  as  in  u  day  or  two 
era!  of  the  men  now  on  board  of  the  San  ill  be  transferred  to 

the  .!/'■■  ■•■•*.  I  i  "n.-idrf  that  the  Sampson  can  be  boarded  and  burned 
i>\  tiic  enemj  with  the  limited  deft  ase  that  I  can  make,  As  I  do  not 
consider  mis  competent  (with  her  small  crawl  to  do  more  man  make 
a  vigorous  defense  in  ease  of  an  attack,  I  would  therefore  recommend 

that  she  take  a  position  above  the  Georgia,  when-  she  ean  at  any  I 
act  in  OOneert  with  that  vessel.      A  disposition  to  insure  the  safety  of 
this  vessel  prompts  me  to  address  yon  this  communication. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuns.  B.  Mills, 
Li>  nt,  nant  mazing. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Sunn,  C.  B.  Navy. 


Order  qf  Moj^r- General  Jones,   0.    S.   Army,  to   Bruno, 

I'ali.t fi ,■>■<■.  0.  s.  Arm,/.  forct 

at  BateAU  What 

CHARLESTON  ft  <:..  J.dij  .:.  Wj, 

One  of  the  naval  officers  with  160  men  will  be  ;it  Hatch's  Wharf,  on 

.lames  Island,  with  order-  to  report  to  yon  Send  instrmtions  with- 
out delay  to  tlie  officer  :it  Hat.eh"s  Wharf  to  what  point  he  shall  march 
buhl  men. 

I  -V: 

P.  a  Wakwkk. 

_\;,l, .,},.< ',n,ij). 

I'.riL'     General  W .  li.  TaLIaFF.RRO, 

RoyalVs  Souse,  James)  Bktna\ 
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ig-Offioer 

... 

n  SuUiv  w  Fori  Johnx 

HjBADQUABTBBfl  Department  OS 
South  Caboxdia,  Geobqia,  \m>  Fi 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  thai  in  the  «•> 
of  an  attack  on  Sullivan's  bland  01  Fort.  Johnson  by  the  enemy  in 
bargee  the  navy  eao  readeT  most  Important  Bcrvice  and  assistai 
Be  therefore  dlreote  me  to  request  that  if  you  can  do  ao  with  pro- 
priety you  will  place  your  gunboata  in  position  near  Foil  Johnson, 
as  to  reader  such  aid  as  may  !»<•  desired  and  to  communicate  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Yates,   commanding.     Hi-  would   ►«•  I   to 

have  this  done  at  once,  if  practicable,  as  another  attack   is  ap] 
bended  before  daylight. 

\rr\  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

I  n  \s.  S.  Stkinokku.mw. 

Aseietai  i'"1  ■ 

Hag-Officer  J.  \\.  Tuckbb, 

( \mwna  broet  Afloat, 


Major ■  Gtnaral  Jtmee,  C.  8,  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  '/'"■ 

Chabuobtos,  s.  <  ..  July  4,  t 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  telegram  from  Brigadier-General 
Taliaferro,  with  the  request  thai  if  practicable  tin-  reinforcement  maj 
be  sent  Genera]  Taliaferro  reports  that  the  enenq  has  formed  in 
two  lines;  that  t  large  transport  crowded  >\  i 1 1 j  troops  is  approaching 
[•'  reinforce  them,  and  that  mere  Is  anusual  activity  in  the  fleet, 
naiiiig.  etc, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieol  servant, 

Chas.  s.  Strinofellow, 

.  Imetant  Adjutant-  Ot  nerat, 
Ftog-OfficerJ.  K.  Ticker, 

Command! /uj  F<>i>y*  Afloat, 

[  imi.  lonn  -  '!'•  l-unun.J 

Battkkv  No.  lj.  JidyS,  186k— IS  fB. 

(Received  12:55  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Mack  says  <  'olonid  Yates  is  apprehensive  of  another  attach 
to-night.      1  do  not   think  they  will   trouble  him  again  after  the  leSBOB 

of  to-day ,  but  the  men  are  exhausted,  fates  says  thai  Commander 
Tinker  oan  send  some  men  to  Fort  Johnson.  Pieaae  ask  it  and  Bend 
them.  There  arc  now  in  Stono,  out  of  range  of  onr  batteries  and  firing 
on  as,  two  monitors  and  seven  gunboata,  including  the  Pawnee,    They 

will,  with  thi>  suoport.  hold  cm.  Would  like  a  Brooke  urun  at  l'ringle, 
and  the  i  cats  should  certainly  go  down  to  eight 

W'm.  B.  Taliaferro, 
Brigadier-  < 
Major  Sx  rotof  n  llow  . 

General. 


h^i 
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Foot  Johnsos  July  ).  I 
I  am  much  obliged  t«>  yon  Pot  jrooi*  r einf orcaBBotfl  mil  to  mo  last 
sight    Band  tomr  all  the  dm  d  pon  qas  -pan-  to-night.     I  am  getting 

Yates,  Gofot 
Commodore  Tucker, 


Report  of  Fhiy-Offierr  Hunter*  C.   8.    \'or>i.  i>oord>o<j  hi*  re/pne»tfor 
(ixperien-   •/  /A  of,  nan 

Savannah,  -/'//y  4,  18 
[  am  constrained  to  ask  your  attention  t«>  m\  Beveral  applications 

for  two  or  Hires  lieutenants  of  some  exjwrienee:  also  for  :i  master  or 
t\\<>  iind  three  parsed  midshipmen. 

The  commissioning  of  Hie  Moron  and  care  of  the  Water   Witch  OBlIfl 
most  urgently  for  the  services  of  these  officers, 

Very  respectful  1\  , 

Wm.   W.  H.NTKK. 

Floy-Offi,,  >,  Oontmtmding  Afloat. 
Cuptain  S.  S.  Lke.  ('.  S.  Navy. 


rTelCKnim.) 

C-OLUMDUS,  ./i//y  .{,  itf&f. 

Lieutenant  Gift,  with  7  officers  and  77  men,  leaves  here  this  evening 
on  passenger  train  under  orders  to  report  to  you. 

A.  M<  Laugh i.in, 

/./•  'tt-.),<ll.!. 

Flag-Officer  W,  W.  Hmnm 


OrtLrof  Fhuj-0 
and  ffl 

Please  proceed  with 
Confederate  steamer 
mender  Thomas   W. 

steamer  Soeonoo/i. 
Respect  fully. 


/foot,/:  ('.  8,  .V'/'-y.  to  Limttmant  *>'>/',  c.  s. 

So -n  n  no  I ■ 

8ai  lnnam.  ,/>//»/.•;,  awj. 

the  officers  and  men  of  your  detachment  to  the 
SavannaJL,  at  Savannah]  and   report   to  Com 
Brent,  ('.  s.   Navy,  oommandiag  Confederate 


Wm.  W.  HUBTBB, 

/■'/'///- Oj/i,:r.     <  oniiiOllid. 

Lieutenant  frEORr.E  W.  Gift.  ( '.  S.  Navy, 


Letter 'from  Flag-  Officer  <     8     V&ey,  to  Flay -Officer  Tott, 

C.  S.  Nar,/y  fvgawUftff  tfu  troh»f>  r.>f'!«  crew  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Mo 

SaI  annaii,  July  ■'.  186^. 
In  conformity  with  your  request  that  the  crew  of  the  Confederate 
steamer  Macon  be  transferred  to  yoni  command  ,kas  aarh  is  conven- 
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tent,"  1  have  tlii-  daj  ordered  all  fih 

to    1hi  tmnsf.i t  d 


pernumeraries  of  I  "iron 

to  (!"•  Confederate  steamer 


under  my  commao 

lly, 

WM.    W.    Ill  NTKK, 

flag-Officer  -Iosiah  Tattnai.i..  ('.  S.  Navy. 


Four  Johnson,  ./  m  y  n.  I864. 
1  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  Hi*  men  sent  la-t  night     I>«>  I « *•  t 
have  all  the  mea   jron  c  1  o-nighl  and  every  oignt  in  the  I'm 

until  our  troops  sent  from  tin-  posl   to  1  lines  are  sent  back 

to  08. 

Yi 

Commodore  Toons. 

Post  Johnson,  July  6,  186/+. 

The  enemy  are  embarking  men  al  the  Swamp  A.ngeL     1  I 
will  try  this  place  Immediately  after  dark.     Do  send  the  men  ovei 
once. 

Yates,  Gob 

Commodore  TUOKKB. 


Lett  ■■!>/.  C.  8.  Army,  to  Flag  Officer  //><■ 

1  .  yarding  <!>•    placing  of  torpedoes  by  th 

t '.  S.    l'.\<;i\Ki.i:   ( )>  FH 

Savannah*  July  i>.  I 
Commodore:  We  find  it  impracticable  to  procure  ;«  boat's  en 
good  oarsmen  for  t.h»-  porpose  of  laying  torpedoes,  which  are 

re  so  important  an  auziliarj  incoasl  defense.     It  bas  occurred 
to  me  that  the  nav>  at  Savannah  would  bave  It  in  its  power  to  trader* 

this  branch  or  the  service  and  do  so  more  effectually  from  the 
means  at  its.  command  than  would  be  possible  for  the  army.     1  pro- 

tberefore  •••  construct  the  torpedoes  and  all  their  appurtenai 
and  deliver  them  bo  an  officer  named  by  yourself,  whose  duty  it  will 
be  to  bave  them  put  down.     As  this  is  a  dangerous  business  to  those 
who  are  oninstrncted  in  the  modi-  of  procedure,  1  would  suggest  thai 
the  crew  hi'  lir-t  practiced  for  a  day  or  two  in  putting  down  and  taking 
up  again  the  empty  torpedo,  and,  if  desired, one  of  m\  engineers,  Mi. 
T.  A.   B,   Evans,  will  accompany  the  officer  in  charge  at  the  tin 
explaining  t<»  him  the  plan  and  design  of  the  torpedoes  iwed.    1  hope 
you  will  lind  it  convenient  to  accede  to  this  request,  as  the  import 
interests  of  the  defense  of  Savannah  will  be  thereby  subservea,  while 
an  additional  advantage,  it  appears  to  me,  will  bo  that  the  navy  will 

afl  exart  knowledge  <jf  the  position  of  tin-  torpedi 

Very  respectfully,  yoorooedieal  servant, 

John  M< -Crapy. 
■  i  MIL  Diet.  8.  0, 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hi  bteb, 

Gommandiiuj  Afloat,    SMOnnaA,   Ga. 
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ft- />■>/■'  ■■*'//),  C  S.  A  /,'„,/  to  r- (jiif.it  r<  ■ 

■ 

HkaI>QI;aKTKR.S    MlLITAKV    DISTRICT  (Jk<   IK.M, 

Captain:  Tn  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general 
commanding-  asking  iafomuKtion as  i"  whether  the  ,ltwy  have  picket 
i  00809  OS  tin'  rivW  at  night — how  man y  and  how  many  men  in  (hem  and 
where   iliey  take  post  —  also   the  distance  the    Sm  In-low    Fort 

Jackson,"    I    haw    the    honor    to    n-plv    lliat.    from   a   communication 
received   this  day  from   the  commanding  officer  of  the  river  hatteries, 
I  am  apprised  that   "a  boat  with  three  OI   four   m«n,  generally   under 
charge  of  a  warrant  officer,  is  nightly  sent  from  one  ni  the  naval 
sel*  to  row  go&rd  near  tin-  obstructions  bakm  Lee  battel 

She  is  BometimeB  seen  at  the  target)  and  again  In  differed  parts  ol 
iii>'  river,  always  inside  the  obstructions. 

The  strum'  i-  8amMtm  moved  from  In-low  L'-e  battery  bo  bar  psaeeni 
anchorage  (250  fttnu  above  Fori  Jack  ion)  on  Mondag  evening. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Howard  C  AmjKI! 

■■'"/■ 
Captain   R.  W.  B.  ELLIOTT, 

AstiatOHt  Adjutant   <>.  ,..  ,../ 


Order  qf FUg-Offio&r  Hunter,  < .  8.  flfosy,  to  /■  0.8. 

Navy,  '•>  pr006dd  t<>  duty  in  ><•>>>.. fl ><>,,  .rit},   /  /••/•y.'r//V.v 

<'iri'i/n/itfh  Ri.Vt  r. 

Sax  an  nam.  ./*////  S.   tS'!',. 
You  will  select  from   tin-  draft  of  men  from  Columbus  a  good  and 

trusty  boat's  crew.  sclr<-t  a  aoitabk  boat  alee,  and  report  to  Captain 
John  McCrady,  chief  engineer.,  District  of  Georgia^  and  Third  Military 
District  of  South  Carol  inn,  for  instructions  aa  bo  the  mannei  of  band.' 
ling  and  placing  torp  i  iii  ••  vii-inity.     Place  these  as  directed  by 

Captain  Alot'rudvat  the  timet) and  in  the  locations  he  may  direct 

This  duty  will  require  intelligence,  oare.  and  secrecy,  ron  axe 
selected  for  this  Important  duty.  The  position  and  manner  of  these 
torpedoes  are  on  no  account  to  he  promulgated. 

Re  !v, 

Wm.  VV.  Hi  mkk. 
Wlag  <[■!><■■  r,  (  i:"<j  Ajlont 

Lieutenant  Ghaosoa  W.  Gift,  Provisional  Navy,  G  S. 


Report  qf    r>i-i'jiiilirtr-Generitl    1  ••    C.    8.    Army,    >■■■■■ 

njfdirs  in  Stone  /.'■ 

Battkky  No.  3,  July  10%  1M>,— .;.•/• 

(Received  4:26  p.  m.) 
Five  transports  with  troops  have  passed  out  of  the  Stono  going  BOUl  h. 
Four  transport  loud-  were  landed  at  I  tottery  Island;  they  may  be  there 
still.    The  mortar  boats  have  drop|M-d  down  to  Batterj  [aland.     The 
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met  and  Atlanta  arc  near  the  wharf  on  .John'.-   [gland,  arid 

.shelling  the  WOOdfi  00  .John's  Island.      They  may  see  our  I 

vessel  in  range  of  om  guns  except  our  monitor  ai   old  anchoi  i 
Poor  transports  are  in  toe  Stono.     Two  monitors,  Pain 
and  two  transports  this  side  >rf  Battery  Island.     I  can  not  tell,  foi 
woods,  how  man \  of  the  eneiuv  an-   on   tin-   peninsula;   no!   nianv 
Visible.      I  will  Ik    OB  the  alert,  for  this  sending  vessel*  on!  may  lira 

I  should  bai  e  mentioned  this  morning    hat  I  senl  i 
the  naval  battalion  in  boats  and  brought  ashore  the  Hre  raft*  last  n 
hel"<       -    '  <  lied  the  bridge. 

Wm.  B.  Talxai 

Major  StBXNOFELLOW, 

AwtUtan t  Adjutant- (rem  fa/. 


\TvlvgnmA 


Fobt  Johnson,  JkUy  //.  1864  -  Bp.  '». 
Please  send  red  and  white  tights;  we  used  the  oi  last  night. 

V  A  IKS.    Col 

(  oininodorc  Ti  CKBB. 


Ordtrof  Ffaff-Officer  Hunter,  ft  -s-  Wavy,  '•■    >/."/. 

ft  8,  Wavy,  ioauu  ■'■■  ft  >s-  S.  Firefly. 

Savannah.  July  11,  18i 
Von  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Confederate  steamer  /•••• 
and  will  relieve  Master's  Mate  s.  F.  Hebbard,  C.  S.  Navy,  in  oo 
mand  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Firefly. 

KcsjH'ct  fully, 

WM.    W.     UlNTEH. 

Flag- Office*  manding  Afloat, 

Master's  Mate  K.  W.  ShlvNKi:.  C.  S.    Navy. 


Lt'l'  tL  .v.  r-'-'n/  <>f  th.   Ndny  to   Flag- Officer  II  I 

jNavy,r  i  4ha  officer*  and  men  of  ifu  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee, 

« '.  s.  Na\  v  Dbpabtmkht, 
Qfiot  of  Order*  and  Detail,  Richmond,  l'a..  Jjdy  /.",  >■■■< 
Sin:  Your  eoiiimuni.  ation  oi  the  6th  instant  has  been  received. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Chattahoochee  were 

ordered  to  report  for  BUch  duty  in  the  squadron  under  your  comic: 
hi  might  assign  them. 
The  signal  I  wok  and  accompanying  papers  captured  on  board  the 
War  i  il ,'/.  h  bai  e  bm  d  received. 
By  ooounand  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  : 

lam.  vcr\  respectft  11..  pour  obedient  servaot, 

S.  S.  Lee. 

i  lutrge, 
Flag-Offieer  W.  W.  Hunter.  (  .  9 
Coram." 
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Letter  from   TTlag-Qffiioe*   Btmter,   0.    8.    Nt  ' 

MbLau  •••.  O.  8.  Army*  propoeing  ?n*" 
Wttoh* 

Savannah,  July  /•'<.  f86 

Having   liased   hiv    arrangement.*    in    relation    to   the   prigs    steamer 


Ii'/Vv/i  on  the  certainty  of  being  able  t->  oon\ ey  her  ii>  this  place, 
and  for  thia  purpose  having  taken  &ona  bar  her  annament,  apparel, 
stores,  etc,  with  a  wen  of  Cghtoning  ber  BuJ&cifintlj  to  oome  through 


an  inland  passage,  she  is  necessarily  dow  in  a  defensele*  tion. 

[ am admoniflhed  that  tin-  preservauoo  od  tin-  pease!  is  much  desired 
i.\  tin-  Government,    Hie  labor  oi  7.~>  men,  jodioioualy  applied 
five  mi  >i\  days,  oan  make  a  channel  which  would  place  the  refine]  in 
Becuritj  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  provided  the  work  be  sub- 
jected  to    QO    further  delay    in   it-,   execution.      It  is   known   that   the 

i  ■  1 1 « - 1 1 1  \  are  making  every  effort  to  reoaptore  or  oause  the  destru  ; 

of  the  ll  "■- 1  Witek.    Thi>  can  be  prevented  by  a  prompt  execution  of 
tic  work  designated  to  .save  her. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W'm.  W.   IIintki;. 
Flag  ojfii. , .  i 

Major-( General  McLvw.-.  Provisional  Army,  ('.  s 


Lett  Brigadier  Q  Ripley,  <'.  8.  J  l'l"</-<>l/icer 

<  .  >'.   \  the  Q%  8.  8i  t  '■■ 

,,f  .SV/V-wn'o  IsUmcL 

Hdqbs.  First  Military  District  of  South  Carolina. 

OharUetcn,  8.  <'..  July  16,  180$. 
«  ai-iai.n:  Brigadier-General  Ripley  directs  me  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  yonrh-ttcr  of  thisdate,  and  i"  Raj  thai  moal  of  the  troops 
which  wen  drawn  from  Sullivan'fl  Island  a  few  'lavs  since  have 
returned,  and  the  necessity  for  the  presence  of  the  Confederate 
steamer  ChicoraofL  BuDivan'fi  [ahmd  bna4  Dowsonrgent  0e  thanks 
sou  for  your  prompi  nee. 

The  parole*  and  countersigns  are  eneloaedi     They  will  bareaft 

■  yon  Ecgularlv.    They  war il>  omitted  at  thee  m  of  the 

last  ii-t  because  it  was  suppoBed  may  ware  Curniahed  you  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  department 

Very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Nanck. 
Astietani  .  i  ■  vaL 

Captain  J.  71.  Ti vkki:, 

/-'/./,/■  oj;<;, .  mding  Afloat^  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Major- (>> neral   MoLout,  <'■  8.  Army,  to  Flat 
Hunter,  ('■  8%  Navy,  urging  thai  tht  pri  wxteh  he 

arn  »ea\ 

Hkadquartkks. 
Savannah,  {fa,  July  (>.  i 
Sik:  Your  communication  of  the  lath  was  handed   me  yesterday. 
You  are  aware  that  the  engineers  have  reported  the  work  of  making  a 

>'   W   R— VOL  15 1*. 
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passage   Cor   tin  Witch    through   Skiddaway    Narrows   would 

require  tin-  labor  of  200  handa  for  over  six  weeks,  working  under  the 
i';i\  orable  drcumatonoea. 

Von  have  also  been  informed  thai  tin-  engineer  department  h:i 
200  hands  in  its  employ,  nor  bas  ii  the  to<  .  to  employ  over 

I  am  no i  Informed,  therefore,  <»f  tho  data  upon  which  you  all 
that  the  labor  of  7">  hands  judiciously  employea  for 
would  make  a  channel  which  would  enable  you  to  plaee  the  vessel  in 
I.  i    \   i.l  Che  reach  of  the  enemy,  but  lieg  that  you  will  give  mc 
the  oooeooary  information. 

You  report  that,  the  Water  Witch  has  been  dismantled,  and  i-  there- 
Pore  now  necessarily  in  a  defenseless  condition.  She  was  placed  as 
she  now  is  by  your  own  orders,  and  I  am  informed  thai  there  are  but 
eight  or  nine  men  on  board,  and  those  not  armed. 

1  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  thai  you  fully  man  the  vessel,  place 
on  board  of  lu-r  a  erew  rally  and  equipped,  and  capable,  i 

the  a^si.-taiue  of  the  battery  on  shore,  near  the  position  oi  the  II 
ir//v/>,of  preventing  the  enemy  from  destroying  her,  bul  with  such  a 
large  force  as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  tiny  will  not  attempt  it.  By 
placing  howii/o  rs  or  other  smoothbore  guns  of  small  caliber  on  boara 
the  defenses  will  be  materially  improved.  Her  defenseless  position 
and  condition  at  present  but  invite  an  attack. 

The  Water  Witch  is  mom  placed  in  ■  position  whirl]  fa  dangerous  fat- 
her safety.     If  ••he  iras  moved  into  the  bend  of  the  i  that  the 

battery  on  shore ul«l  cross  fire  all  around  her,  an  assault  would  be 

more  easily  repulsed.     1  call  attention  to  a  communication  from  Colo 
nel  .1  Leeouipaiiyinpr  this,  on  that  subject,  and  request  that  the 

1 1  be  moved  to  morrow,  as  suggested. 

T  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  my  forces  have  been  very  much 
reduced  in  number  and  eiliciency  by  sickness  and  transfer  to  other 
commands,  and  that  I  can  ill  spare  the  troops  which  are  now  placed  in 
position  to  prevent  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  regain  possession  of 
the  Water  Witch.  I  must  therefore  expect  a  cordial  cooperation  of 
the  naval  forces  to  prevent  her  recapture,  and  beg  your  early  atten- 
tion to  my  suggestions  above  concerning  her  defense  and  position. 

It  is  necessary  to  send  a  boat  parts  even  night  some  distance  below 
the  obstructions  to  watch  the  river,  in  order  that  early  notice  ma] 
given  of  the  ap  if  the  enemy.     I  have  been  supposing  >! 

parties  from  the  N:u  \  would  relieve  the  soldiers,  who  are  generally 

unskilled  in  the  BBS  of   boats,  from  that  duty,  but  the  "py 

of  a  report  from  Colonel  Anderson  npon  tnat  subject  shows  that  I 
must  'lily  rely  upon  the  men  Of  the  Army  to  patrol  the  river  at 

such  distance  8S  to  give   timely  warning  should  a  water  attack   be    iii 

contemplation. 

Some  time  ago,  l)oth  (leneral  Gilmer  and  myself  requested  that 

of  rour  war  vessels  be  placed  nightly  soas  to  command  the  approaches 
to  Forts  Lee  and  Jackson,  along  the  numerous  causeways  or  embank- 
ments running  along  the  river  shore  from  below  the  forts  to  their 
cl  ■  e  proximity,  but  the  re.(  not  been  i  '  l  have 

been  compelled  to  order  the  erection  of  additional  works  to  guard 
those  pou 

I  urge  the  arming  and  manning  of  the  Water  Witch  with  the  more 
confidence,    tor   the   reason   that  you   have   the   ironclad    Savannah 
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■nobored  above  the  sentex  of  the  olty,  at  or  near  the  ( Siarleston  wharf; 

iin. I  I  ;tiu  told  she  could  not  pass  the  wracks  which  are  between  Savan- 
nah   and  Fort  Jackson  except  at  full  title,  and  therefore  if  an  attack 
lc  on  the  river  foils  at  half  tide,  the  S<i/<<//> ?uih  could  not  par- 
ticipate in  six  or  eight  hours.    Such  was  tin-  condition  <>f  the  tide  and 

the  posil  lie  vessel  when  tin-  alarm  was  given  on  the  4th  of  .July 

la.st.  Tf  therefore  one-half  the  crew  of  the  s,ir>ii> ;••'/>  win  sent  to 
arm  ;md  guard  the  Water  Wttoh,  ii  is  \i'i'\  probable  the]  could  bo 
returned  to  the  h  before  it  could  get  down  to  take  part  in  an 

attack  ■gainst  the  river  forts. 

TIm-  1 1,,, ,.-,',,,    ||lt>   hej  crew,    and   that    768801    i>  anchored  BDOVe  the 

wrecks  and  takes  no  1  lin-j  the  approachi     to  the  torts;  her 

GieW  «»i  a  large  portion  .  ht  DO  sent. 

Hut  1  am  Informed  that   there  were  60  men,  with  ohV 
especially  to  yon  from  the  ChaUahoochet  to  take  charge  of  Hie  Witter 
Wttch,    Why  can  not  those  men  be  sentl    [Tnder  these  cirountsts 
I  beg  leave  t<>  Inform  rou  that  I  have  no  labor  to  be  used  In  deepening 

Heightening  the  Saiddaway  Narrows  for  the  pa-sage  of  the    U 
Witch;  that  the  lahor  I  have  Ifl  oeeded  In  otherplacee  more iniportairl 
to  the  Government;  and  thai  I  have  not  thefo  guard  that  v< 

in  u   manner  BUOO  BS  to   insure   I  v.    unless  sin-   fa  armed  and 

equipped  so  us  to  take  her  full  part  in  her  own  defease,  BS  should  be 
done  by  I  vessel  which  yon  assert  is  -..,  \alualde  and  important  to  the 
Government;  and  which  is    to    be   DSBd    hereafter  in  the  same  munner, 

viz.  to  protect  herself. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be.  ver\  roped  fulh  .  \oiir  obedient  >ervant. 

L.  M«  Laws. 
major-  <;>■,  mmandihff. 

Commodore  Bmrnsa, 

Fhuj-(>\  r.iniKih. 

[Km-Iiwiirv  ] 

FfpQUa-   Ln.ur  Ak.  ii.i.i'i:v.  Mii.itauy  DlST.  QbOBQIA, 

Satocvrvnah)  July  /'V.  /.•>><'}. 
Captain:  If  the  defense  of  theC.  Si  pi  hit  Water   Witch  ifl 

to  be  exclusively  entrusted  to  the  lighl  battery  posted  at  White  BlutT. 
1  have  the  honor  to  reque-t  that  tin   positiofl  01  that  pesse]  be  changed, 

and  thai  she  beanehored  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  so  that  the  approai  lies 

to  her  may  lie  effectually  covered.  She  now  lies  too  high  up  t  In-  river. 
In  real- of   her  present  mooring  a  0166%  enters  into  (he  river,  through 

which  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  night,  might  enter,  and  with  but 
comparatively  trifling  exposure  move  against  her.     Whereas,  if  her 
position  f»e  changed  to  the   point   designated,   her  security   will   l>e 
materially  enhanced. 
There  Is  no  reason  whv  the  change  of  location  should  not  be  made. 

:is  there  is  good  bottom  and  a  >ullieien1  depth  of  water  at  the  point 
indicated.      The   annexed    rude    diagram   will   explain   the    change   of 

position  suggested  Trusting,  captain,  that  the  major  general  com- 
manding may  give  such  direction  to  this  request  as  will  ensure  the 
change  of  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respect  fully,  yourobed 

Charles  <  .  Jones,  Jr., 
Lieut.  '■■'■/ Light  .  I  Military  Diet,  Georgia* 

Captain  H.  W.  \\.  Ki.i.n  i  i 

etant  Adjutant-  < 


;;,i; 
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visional 


:et<  I:  forwarded  by  Major-General  AlcLaws,  1'ro- 
Annv.  C.  8,     Keceived  Savannah.  Julv  17,  L864. 

W,   Hi  HTBB, 
Flag- Officer*  Commanding  Aflo> 

S\\   INN  AH,  .//.'. 

LiiMii.'iiniii  Comma  L  F.  Warley,  C.  S.  Nary,  oommaading 

prize  steamer  Water  Witch,  will  forthwith  place  t lie  Water H7/VA  in  the 
position  designated  in  tin'  above  sketch  marked  u  Position  sugges&e 
and  inform  Lieutenant-*!  iolonel  <  lharles  t '.  Jones,  jr.,  chief  of  artillery, 
military  district  (Georgia,  and  also  the  officer  commanding  the  light 
artillery  near  tin*.  Water  Witch. 
Respectfully 

W.    W.    Ill  STKK, 

Flag-Officer,  t  bmmandmg  Afloat. 

1 1 

Sent  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Warley  on  t li< •  18th  of  Julv,  L864. 

W.  W.  II.  <'.  S.  Navy. 


r   Hunter,    t .    8.    Navy*   -°   M<  >.// 

M>  /.'/<rs,   f  '.    Si       I  •  I 

th.  i  'Wati  i 


SI-  I.mrs,  < '.   S.   An  ''/  •>!' 

■  WUoh 


Savannah,  July  18,  186±. 
In  reply  to  your  lettei  of  the  nth  instant,  in  relation  t<-  th 
subjectb  pertaining  to  the  Bquadron  under  my  command,  the  first  in 
order  and  Importance    is    the    security   and    equipment  of    the  11 
Witch,  and,  to  thai  end.  her  removal  to  Savannah. 

There  are  but  two  channels   through  which   the  vessel  could   t*> 
broughl  bo  Savannah.     Our.  the  external  passage  by  Fori  Pulaski, 
rendered  now  impassable  bj  the  presence  of  the  enemi  in  vnstu  supe 
i  tor  force;  the  outer,  an  Inland  passage  by  Skiddawa>  Narrows,  i  eq 
big  the  excavation  of  certain  points  [herein,  which,  I  am  informed  by 
ix-rsous  familiar  with  and   used  I"  Its  navigation,  that  the  labor  of  75 
minds,  properly  applied,  can  make  :■  clear  channel  of  8  t'<  > •»  water,  at 
spring  tides,  in  five  or  six  day-,  simply  by  cutting  awai  certain  poi 
and  without  any  other  excavation.     An  inspection  oi  the  route  last 
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alluded  to  waamads  in  person  by  Ooptatnol  Engineers  John  MoCrady, 
accompanied  bj  peraons  furnished  bj  me,  snbseqnenth  to  his  having 

made  tin:  estimate  named  iii  \  our  communication.  \  iz.      thai  I  ho  IftbOT 

of  200  hands  for  over  m.\  weeks,  working  under  the  taosl  favorable 
circumstances."  ma  effect  toe  channeL    On  :i  persona] 

inspection  of  this  eostfy  route,  <  taptain  McCrady  selected  another,  on 
which  he  informed  me  thai  the  work  OOllld  bfl  UODC  111  nun-h  ten  time 
Bad  M  ith  many  less  hands. 

The  Water  Witeh  was  dismantled  to  lighten  her  sufficiently  to  enable 
In  i  to  pass  through  this  only  available  channel.  Her  valuable  arma- 
ment, .stores,  ana  apparel  vera  removed  to  Savannah — first,  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  Che  v<  --  I  there,  and,  next,  to  seonre  this  acqedsi- 

tion  of  naval  stores  in  the  event  of  the  necessit  log  bo  I  BUSS  our 

dest  ruction  of  the  vessel,  rather  than  these  should  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  The  commanding-officer  of  the  Water  Witch  has  been,  at 
your  suggestion,  thisdav  directed  to  place  her  at  tin-  position  designated 
in  the  diagram  furnished  by  yoiL  with  Instructions  toso  in  form  (  <-l 
Charles  .Jones,  jr.,  chief  of  artillery,  and  also  the  officer  commanding 
the  light  battery  in  the  vicinity  of  that  vessel.  The  sources  fi 
which  you  have  derived  your  information  in  relation  to  the  sugges- 
tion you  have  made  of  the  distribution-  of  the  crews  of  my  command. 

together  with  the  availability  of  the  <>•!■■  <■/,>.,  now  called  M<ni,ny  are 
unknown  to  me.  I  would,  however,  remark  that  your  data  thenon 
appears  to  he  erroneous. 

The  J/<i<"//  has  not  J I -t  been  placed  under  mv  command,  nor  have  a 
crew  and  officer  tinned  to  the  Water  witch.     She  is  in  charge 

of  an  officer  commanding  her  with  a  few  men  till  she  can  be  brought 
to  Savannah,  where  is  now  her  armament,  apparel,    fMivs.  etc. 

At  the  request  of  the  officer  commanding  tin-  military  forces  at 
Savannah.  1  bare  furnished  for  a  year  past,  and  continue  to  rum 
a  guard  boat,  performing  picket  ami  guard  duty  in  t  be  Savannah  ttiver. 
In   relation  to  your  comments  on  the  position  of  the  ironclad  Su>- 
mih,  I  would  state  to  you  that  that  vessel  being  an  in  D   I    i    physical 
existence  is  barely  possible  on  her  at   this  without   an   adjunct 

for  shade  and  air;  without  these  the  loss  of  her  crew  and  affieers  From 
sickness  would,  in  a  short  |H'tiod.  wholly  destro\  her  elliciency.  She 
was  placed  at  Savannah  alongside  of  a  wan  house  to  meet  that,  obje.  I 
the  necessity  for  which  has  been  represented  to  me  in  writing  by  the 
fleet  surgeon.  She  CBO  BKWt  fnou  In  t  present  position  in  the  event 
of  an  attack  in  a  abort  period  She  was  in  readiness  ao  to  do  on  the 
occus'n.m  of  the  late  alarm,  with  her  steam  uj)  for  the  purpose.  In 
a  short  period  after  getting  up  steam,  which  she  would  have  to  do 
wherever  anchored,  because  she  must  I*?  fought  underway  to  enable 
her  to  bring  her  batterv  to  bear,  as  bex  porta  do  not  admit  of  BCT 
training  beyond  a  few  degrees,  owing  to  the  structure  of  H 
To  detach  half  of  her  crew  and  send  these  to  the  Watet  Witch  at  White 
BlulT  WOUld   render  the  Sunuiihtli   totally  inefficient    (or  any  service. 

With  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  S.r,, .-/,*,. n.  I  transmit  you  ben 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  her  commander.  I  transmit  you  due  statement 
in  detail  of  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  m\  command,  because 
it  is  needful  that  you  should  be  acquainted  with  all  my  means  of 
cooperating  with  you  in  the  common  oanae  In  which  we  are  engaged, 
and  which  to  the  fullest  extent  of  my  ability  «  ill  be  made  available. 
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I  would,  boweve  tri  that  n  oontin  a  forty  - 

i  ii:iv:il  officer  suggests  tin-  propriety  Mint  the  disposition 
mm.  1  .It-tail  of  my  command  be  conducted  by, 
Mosl  respectfully,  general. 

Wv.  W.  HUNTEB,  C.  B.  Navy. 

■  i/t. 

Major  •General  L  M<  Laws,  Provisional  Army.  ('.    S. 


Onln-'fFht'j-thfi,,,!! 

.,.,,/  qf  officer*  >>/<</  draft  <>/  men  at 
nah\  Oa. 

Savannah,  July  89,  t8S4- 
Vou  will  take  command  of  the  officers  and  men  comprising  tin' 
draft  from  Columbus,  (la.,  now  quartered  at  Savannah,  Qa. 
Respectfully, 

w.  W.  Ii< 
hii'  \ff"nf. 

'  ommander  Joseph  Pbiob.  Provisional  Navi  fj.  s. 


Ill  til    | 

Wii.MiN.JTON.  N.  ('..  .hrfyWi.  1864. 
l  am  recommended  by  Flag-Officer  Lynch  t<>  apply  to  yon  for  a 
Savannah  pilot  and  rorapDot  whoinaj  Know  the  Florida  reefs,  etc 
They  are  required  by  Colonel  .1.  T.  Wood,  aid -de -camp. 

\V.  H.  Ward,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flag  -Officer  J.  Tattnaix.  C.  8.   Navy, 

Savanna]** 


Report  i>t'  Flag- Officer  Bitnter,  C.  S,    V 

/A.  .,///..  r  Water  II  Itch. 

S a  v  an  nam.  July  8J,  186&. 
In  reply  bo  my  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  I7tfc  ultimo,  asking 
you  to  direct  me  In  relation  to  the  mi  •■■  adopted  b)  the  captain 

of  the  Water  Witch  to  secure  their  im  a  were  pleased  to  inform 

mi'  1 1  Kit  i  Bait  instituted  by  libel  in  ic  the  u.-ual  and  suitable 

course.     In  ace  thereto  I  have  caused  the  Water  Wit 

libeled,  and  herewith  i-  m  advertisement  in  the  Savannah  newspaper. 

called  Hi<  I  tatty  News,  announcing  the  same.  The  marshal  has  nominal 
possesion   of  the  II..  II       ,',.      I    have    actual    possession    of  her.      I 

nave  removed  her  armament,  apparel,  and  stores  to  Savannah,  I ause 

these  are  invaluable  to  us.  and  i\  iut>  to  place  them  beyond  a 

douht  of  recapture  and  also  to  lighten  her  to  a  certain  depth  of  water, 
that  she  may  be  brought  to  this  place  of  security  and  restore  to  her 
her  armament  and  oquipi 

There  are  but  t  v  •  i  hi*  place,  one  external,  in  the  face  of 

an  enemy  of  vastijj  superior  force, the  other  inland,  by  the  Skj 
Narrows,  which  can  be  made  available  by  Hie  labor  of  75  men  in  >ix 
or  seven  day 
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I  have  been  arguing  Major  General  MfoLawa,  military  commander  of 
this  district,  who »has  the  whole  control  of  labor  In  this  department, 

to  cause  tli« •  channel  to  he  made.     1  regret  that  this  small  worl  baa 
not  3*et  l>eon  effected.     I  do  not  despair,  however,  of  effecting  it. 

Thus  stands  I  he  condition  of  the  Water  "V 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  \v.  Hunter, 
/-.'.  i .  <  'omtfi 

Hon,  S.  K.  Mali.oky, 

Secretary  tfftW  JSTavy, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  ></ */,.    Nam/ to  Flap-(M  ,'""7',/'    s- 

Navy,  regarding  ooat  aqptured  unth  th\  pr%  -  Bosom*  r  Water  wit 

(    "NFKDKHATE    StATKs    Of    AmKKICA. 

Navy  Departrtu  <"'.  Rieh 

S 1 1 : :    Vou  are  herehv  instructed  I  kg  unthnieite  coal  captured 

from  i he  Water  Witch  to  Chief  Engineer  James   H.  Warner,  (..'.  S. 
Navy,  at  Columbus,  (in. 

I  iim.  respectfully,  your  obedlenl  servant, 

S.  H.  M  vi.l<m:i. 

wyqfth* 
Captain  JofXafl  Tattnall. 

mtmandmg  Station,  Savannah,  Oa. 


Order  of  Fl<i,j-Ojfi<> ,    Hunter,  '.  8     Vavy.to  Lieutenant  McAdam, 
('.  S.  X<iri/,  ia  tlirrct  ///'  jilaiimj  of  torpedoes,  mi'}' i-  tht  super 
if  Captain  Ma Qrady,  ('.  8.  Army. 

Savannah.  July  89,  ?£££ 
During  the  illness  of  Lieutenant Oeorge  \V.  Gift,  Proi  isiooal  Navy. 
C.  S.,  you  will  take  charge  of  a   '"'at  and  l>  h  will  be 

taken  to  the  leondiga  and  continue  the  service  of  pJacsug  torpedoes  as 

dirreti-d  hy  Captain  John  MeCrady.  ( '.  S.  Engineers*  Mr.  .1  B.  Bond. 
assistant  of  Captain  MeCrady.  will  accompany  vou  OB  this  duty  and 
acquaint  you  with  tin-  manner  of  handling  and  position  of  the  torpe- 
does. Verv  extraordinary  care  is  nee*  o  prevent  traction 
of  yourself  and  boat's  erew  in  handling  the  torpedoes, 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flii'i-  Offia  ■  ■  '  Afloat- 

Lieutenant  S.  11.  M<  Adam.  Provisional  Navy  ('.  S. 


Order  of  tht  s,  ,  r,,,y  oft/,.  Navy  to  Flag-  Qfl*  r  Sunk  r,  [  .  s.   Vo*y, 

,,/_/  //,,  /,  .  t  Watt i  II  itch. 

CoNFBDEBATI  States  ov  Amkkica, 
\. ..■•..  Department,  Richmond^  Fa  ,  July  £9,  \ 

Bik:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  gives  the  Department  the  first 

information  received  of  the  situation  of  the   Water   Witch  and  of 


760  80UTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

manner  in  which  you  propose  to  get  her  to  Savannah.  Had  I  before 
known  that  you  were  looking  to  the  Army  to  prepare  the  channel  for 
her  extrication  I  would  have  advised  the  course  now  recommended  to 
you,  as  the  importance  of  getting  the  vessel  into  service  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  is  evident  and  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

If  aid  from  the  Army  is  indispensably  necessary,  and  vou  can  not 
obtain  it,  report  the  facts  and  circumstances  and  I  will  bring  them  to 
the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  War.     The  vessel  must  be  extricated 
and  armed  and  equipped  at  the  earliest  moment. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Circular  of  instructions  regarding  signals  to  he  used  in  case  of  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Military  District  Georgia, 

Savannah,  July  30,  1864. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  the  pickets  will  throw  up  rockets 
as  follows: 

Wilmington  Narrows.  2  white  rockets. 

Spindles.  1  white,  1  blue  rocket. 

Mouth  [St.]  Augustine  Creek,  '2  blue  rockets. 

Proctor  Point,  1  white,  1  red  rocket. 

Platform  in  Savannah  River,  1  blue,  1  red  rocket. 

Guard  boat,  2  red  rockets. 

Runaway  Negro  Creek,  1  red  rocket. 

The  two  rockets,  as  here  designated  for  each  post,  except  the  last, 
will  always  be  exhibited  in  immediate  succession  on  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy  whatever  may  be  his  force. 

Should  the  enemy's  force  consist  of  but  a  single  barge  or  launch, 
no  further  signal  will  be  shown. 

Should  it  consist  of  two  or  more  barges,  one  white  rocket  will  be 
thrown  up  two  or  three  minutes  after  the  double  light. 

Should  a  gunboat  of  the  enemy  appear,  a  red  rocket  will  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  white. 

Should  the  enemy  retire,  a  blue  rocket  will  be  thrown  up. 

Should  tin'  picket  be  forced  to  retreat,  the  signal  of  the  post  will  be 
repeated. 

Commanding  officers  will  make  themselves  fully  acquainted  with 
these  signals,  and  will  see  that  their  officers  and  men  are  also  fully 
instructed  so  that  no  mistakes  can  possibly  occur. 

If  they  have  not  the  necessary  rockets  on  hand,  they  will  obtain 
them  at  once  from  the  district  ordnance  officer. 

By  order  of  Colonel  .1.  C.  Fiser: 

J.  Hunter, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 

For  the  information  of  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  commanding 
afloat. 
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Flag-officer  Tattnall,  0.  8.  YttvyAo  Flag-OMoer  Il» 

(  '.    S,     Vary,   '■  </"/•</>/"/  • 


..-,/•/•/-/. 


imanoant s  <  >l  i 
f  .  s.    Yir<</  Station  <l>.  <*<(..    I  -'.  t864. 

1'hr  Macon  betng  in  readiness  for  service,  with  the  exception 
of  her  complement  of  officers  and  men,  in  which  Bhe  is  deficient,  I  have 
din  in. I  her commanding  officer,  lieutenant  J.  B.  rTenaard,  to  report 

to  you  with  his  command  fur  dut 

Ln-thu  I  anticipate  the  Action  of  the  Department 
I  am.  sir.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  Tattnall, 

vndant. 

Flag  Officer  W.  \V.  Ih-s-TKH,  C.  S.  Navy. 

■ 


Si /'"'-/  "/'  /■'/,,./■  t niif, ,-  BtmUr,  0,  8.  ffavy,  rogardma  propptt 
■  t'i<r  /./;-  steamer  Water  Witch. 

•  ANVAll,   Amjuxt  ■  >'.   1864. 

I  lisivr  this  moment  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  89tfa 
ultimo,  in  relation  !■>  the  oeoessito  of  bringini  me  WaterWUoh  to  this 
place  as  soon  us  possible  and  equipping  her  tor  service  with  her  com- 
plete appointments.     Thi>  necessity  has  liven   strikingly  apparent  to 

me  from  the  day  of  her  capture, i  I  have  used  every  means  in  my 

power  to  effect  it.  Ii  can  only  be  Accomplished  by  cutting  off  two 
points  in  Skiddaway  Narrow-,  which  CBU   he  ilone  by  the  labor  of   HH) 

men  in  six  or  seven  days.  Of  this  I  em  ad  vised  by  practical  men  who 
have  navigated  this  pass,  and  gentlemen  of  Branding  in  the  Homage. 
The  vessel  should  have  been  brought  here  It  in  my  judg- 

ment, an  attempt  to  bring  her  to  savannah  by  the  outside  .  in 

the  t'nee  of  an  enemy  of  VBStl  ..!•  force,  would  be  the  height  of 

folly.      For  the  double  purpose  of  lightening  the  vessel  to  |vass  by  the 

interior  route  alluded  to,  and  also  to  seoore  her  valuable  armament 

and  apparel,  I  have  caused  these  to  l>e  removed  to  Savannah. 

I  have,  in   the  most  urgent   manner,  both   by  letter  and  in   person, 

called  on  the  commanding  genera]  here  (who contro  -  all  tin  tabor  and 
utensils  requisite  to  open  the  channel)  to  assign  the  required  labor. 

He  informs  me  that   he  has  not    the  tone  available.      Should  lie  be 

instructed  to  Impress  negroes  from  the  planters  in  the  neighborhood 

(who.  by  the  way.  have  a  huge  loeal  pecuniary  interest  in  making  this 
channel}]  I  believe  thai  the  work  ran  be  promptly;'  shed.     I 

have  reduced  the  vessel's  draft  to  B  feet.  At  spring  tides,  with  a 
northeast  Wind,  9  feet  water  will  be  available  simply  by  cutting  off 
two  points  which  obstruct,  by  mdden  turn-,  the  channel.      The 

of  wising  this  work  bo  be  done,  as  intimated  bv  you,  will  doubtless 
effect  it,  and  add  a  rory  efficient  vessel  for  the  defense  of  Savam 

provide. I  the  coal  now  belonging  to  the  Water  Witch  is  kept  here  for 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

her  080,     Bar  coal  being  anthracite,  showing  litfle  smoke,  fumi- 

her  appropriately  for  the  kind  of  lervics  most  advantageous  here. 
I  am.  very  respectfully, 

Wm.    W.  IIitntER, 
Hon.  S.   K.   MaI.U'J 

Si  ontary  oj  >!»■  Nh 


"'''(/- W'" ■  IFt>n>. , .  '.  S.   ,> '■■'/,'■•'"  /''       ■     '    •'  ToOnd 
< '.  8,  .V  ''' •/•  /'•/  '  tku 

■  witch. 

Sa  VAN NAM.    Au§  Stt£i 

I  have  received  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  honorable  Navy  Depart- 
Dt|  dated  August  •"■,  1884,  directing  roe  to  retaio  the  coal  of  the 
WaterWkehyH  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  vessel  to  Savannah.     I 
deem  it  necessary  to  remove  the  vessel  to  Savannah. 
Very  respectfully, 

W  M.   W.  HUNTKB, 

Fhia-Orfic,  i .  0  Ung  Afloat* 

I-  lag-4  Hficer  Josi.mi  Tattnaix,  Provisional  Navy  ('.  S. 


',,■*•».,  <  .//»/,  to  "FUuf'Offioer  Bun 

Q.    S.    Xa-l/.  a    llf  1  <ft,  (Jlltlril  htnliK   to  jh;  >-r>,1   t)lr 

escaji' ". '  Savannah. 

Confidential.  I  Beadqiiabxkbs, 

Savannah,  August  .■$,  /•-' 
Commmi.. .i. i  ;  i  save  just   learned  from  reliable  authority  that  a 
nnmber  of  persons,  in  order  to  avoid  .^rvice  in  tin-  <  'onfederaoy,  have 
anuML'.d  to  Iravc  this  .iiy  either  to>mghtor  during"  the  next  two  or 

three  sights,  and  to  go  down  the  Savannah  River  t < »  Fort  Pulaski 
i  fa  parties  concerned  in  this  lntsiiu»K*,  it.  i-  believed,  will  be  accom- 
panied by  someof  theesoaped!  Federal  prisoners  who  have  been  lurking 
in  the  vicinity  Cor  lorni  time  past 

To  increase  the  difficulties  by  which  the  military  authorities  at  this 
juncture  hud  themselves  sufTounded,  last  night  an  officer  and  five  men 
deserted  to  the  enemy  from  Battery  Lavrl 

I  write,  therefore,  to  apprise  yon  of  these  facts,  and  to  ask  if.  En 
tin-  emergency,  you  will  aid  u  by  Bondings  guard  boat  down  South 
Channel  as  Ear  as  the  Oakley  Islands  and  another  down  North  or  Ship 
Channel  at  Gar  ai  the  month  of  Mud  Biver.  I  would  Buggest,  in  case 
i  onsenf  to  send  thes»-  hoats.  that  tin-  officers  in  charge  be  directed 
I  i  fire  without  hailing  into  all  boats  approaching  them 

[a  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  our  Eoret  lepleted  in 

oonsequenoe  of  reinforcementB  having  been  sent  to  Florida,  and  a 
detet  tp  the  C, it.  road  [Central  Railroad  of  Georgia]  in  pursuit 

of  the  raiders. 

I  am,  verj  res] tfuQy,  your  obediairi  servaa^ 

ESdwd.  C.  Anderson, 

Command  lv/. 

Rag-Officer  W.  w.  Hi  mm, 

.  Savannah,  Oa. 


i 
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Ltt>r_r.  v;    OffiOi .,'  ll'H't-  r,    (  //.    ft'    ('ohrti'1  J  ■  ■'  ■ 

(  '.     S.  Slit,  1 1  h,HlU. 

Savannah,  Aw/u*t  Jh  186^. 
'  eordanee  with  your  written  request  of  this  day,  T  will  dispatch 
armed  boata  to-night,  to-morrow  night,  and  the  day  after  to-morrow 
sight  to  jjuard  and  watch  the  pl«  h  you  have  designated. 

Respectfully, 

YVy.   V.  Hi  NTKK. 

/'<■  '■.      <    '<.,!,:,  it. 

Captain  i-.i.\v\ico  G  tanmsaas,  Provisional  Ararj  C.  S.. 

Co/"/'./,  f :.  no. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  t&snter,  0.    v   X-'n/.  t<>  Midshipman  1I< 

Savannah.  A»<. 
Proceed  OH  the  sunn'  duty  this  ni^hl  assigned  you  last  night. 
Tin-  difficulties,  i  :iin  aeSQied,  h:t\  |    been  muo\  <d. 

Respectfully . 

W.  W.  Ill  NTKU. 
Flag-Qfficar,  Commanding  Afoot. 

Midebipman  Boot  a,  Provisional  Navy  c.  s. 
I'.  8»-  Herewith  n  I  pa 

Sent  also  to  Master's  Mate  W.  I).  Olivcira.  Pro\  isional  Navy  C.  S. 


Letter  from  .J/<y  ■  ,/  .}/,  /.,.•,-<.''.  8.  Aimi/.to  Fhi</-Ofi>>  >■  ffun- 

...     < '.     S.      \,  n\i/.    /■■  '/>/.  stiiHj    (I,.  rut     M'Ailinn, 

c.  8.  ZPoey,  (••  aired  theplooing  of  torpid 

PlSTKUT  OF  CtKOKOlA  AND  THIRD  MlMTAKY   PlsT.   S.  C, 

Headquarters,  Savannah,  August  J  I.  1864* 
8m:  Captain  tfeCtady,  chief  engineer,  is  wry  much  in  need  of  an 
Intelligent,  zealous  officer  to  take  charge  of  the  niw  I  units  and  boat 
parties  engaged  in  placing  torpedoes,  w  liii-li   .  ■  kind  i-umi>_rli  t<. 

pin.-  :it  his  disposal,  and  on  hi*  recommendation  I  respectfully  ask 
that  Ueatenanl  McAdani,  of  the  Isondigo,  be  ordered  to  report  bo 
I'm  tli.it  duty;  meeervio  neededattti 

It  h  anderotood  that  Lieutenant  MeAdam  does  not  object  to  the 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  McLaws, 
Mqjor- 1 1  ■ >" tral '.  <  bmmaniHng. 
Commodore  Hunter. 

Flag- Officer,  0,  8,  Navy,  Sammnah^  f'fa. 


IH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    Hyl'AUKoN. 


'       -  to   M" 

M  ibutiy  oj 

tenant  M>  ' 

8A1  anvu 

[n  iv|u_s  to  vow  tetter  od  tin-  day,  requestii  beoant  McAdam 

should   in-  ordered   t.i  report  to  you   for  duty,  1  would   n 
state  that  Lieutenant  McAdam  is  tne  executive  officer  of  the  / 
and  the  only  officer  attached  to  b  has  not  been  improvised  i" 

necessity  from  civil  pursuits,  and  consequently  incapable  of  perforin 
iucr  tin-  duties  of  first  lieutenant     The  leonoiga  would  thereii 
rendered  inefficient 

Lieutenant  ( Jiff  (whose services  were  likewise  absolutely  needed  in 
rgeof  a  detachment  of  men  quartered  at  Savannah,  which  I  now 
design  for  the   Wat  t  WUch  when  that  vessel  shall  arrive  here)  was 
directed  to  report  to  Captain  McCrady  for  temporary  duty  in  phi 
torpedoes.     Lieutenant  Gift  became  sick,  and  1  directed   Lieutei 
Mr  Ldam  I  tmporarily  to  perform  his  duties. 

Nb  less  than  16  Officers  having   naval  and   nautical  experienc< 
been  withdrawn   from   my  command,  leaving  it   a  mutter  of  extn 

difficulty  to  keep  the  needful  watches,  perform   guard-boat    duty. 

inise  and  drill  tlie  crews  of  the  squadron,  composed  of  landsmen 

D  the  interior,  most  of  whom  have  m  vcr  seen  a  ship.  Iwsides  the 

duties  oi  nearly  i  :  ■■  amissioned  office]  as  members  of  court-martiaJ 

now  in  session. 

Under  these  circamstancefl  yon  will  doubt!  that   the 

entire  services  of   Lieutenant   nfcAdam  ran  not  he  the 

■  Iron.    I  have, however, directed  him  (with  a  boars  ere  addi- 

tion to  his  duties  of  executive  officer  of  the  leondiga,  to  place  torpe 
does,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  McCrady,  from  time  to  time, 
until  Lieutenant  Gift  may  Im>  well  enough  to  resume  thai  duty. 
With  flit-  most,  bearty  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  accomplish 
object  of  your  request,  it  is  manifest  that  the  necessities  of  the 
squadron  will  not  admit  of  a  further  diminution  of  its  lieutenants. 
1  am.  very  respectfully, 

W'm.  W.  Hunter. 
Flag-  Officer,  C  ■■■;  - 1 A 

Major-General  McLaws.  Provisional  Army  ('.  8. 


r  ■■/  Flaff-Offiet  r  //"■:'■  • .  t  '.    s.  X"n/.  to  Li'uiriiant  fu'nnwd,  i 
Norn  '/'  //'•  military 

/"*■ 

Savannah,  An*n 
Proceed  with  the  Macon  under  vour  command  and  take  a  po 

near  Mnckey".-  Point,  neai-  the  anchorage  of  the  Confederate 
Sampaon.  Gel  the  atacont  her  officers  and  crew  in  the  most  efficient 
>tute  for  service.  Aid  in  cooperation  with  the  military  forces  in 
guarding  and  defending  the  water  and  land  approaches  to  the  armed 
work.- foi  the  defense  of  Savannah.  Be  vigilant  and  prepared  at  all 
times  for  the  of  your  command.    Be  careful  to  observe  every 

precaute  -t  injury  to  your  boats  and  their  crews  OD  boat  dut\ 
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by  observing  strictly  the  army  orders  in  relation  to  passing  pickets  or 
military  posts.  Use  wood  for  fuel  alone,  unless  it  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  use  coal. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  S.  Kenn aed,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. , 

Commanding  Confederate  Steamer  Macon. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Warley,  C.  S. 
Navy,  for  a  reconnaissance  of  Skiddaway  Narrows,  with  a  view  to 
making  a  channel  for  the  prize  steamer  Water  Witch. 

Savannah,  August  °25,  186^. 
I  send  to  you  Mr.  M.  D.  Brown,  a  pilot  for  Skiddaway  Narrows, 
who  will  deliver  you  this  note.     It  contains  the  watchword  and  coun- 
tersign for  Saturday  and  Sunday  next. 

Please  endeavor  to  get  Mr.  Tucker  to  visit  with  you  the  Narrows, 
and  endeavor  to  effect  a  means  by  which  we  can  make  a  channel  for 
the  Water  Witch.  I  expect  every  day  authority  from  the  honorable 
Navy  Department  to  contract  for  the  making  of  the  channel  alluded 
to.  I  see  no  hope  of  getting  the  work  done  by  the  army. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  F.  Wabley,  Provisional  Navy,  C.  S. 

P.  S. — We  must  relv  on  our  own  efforts  to  extricate  the  Water 
Witch.     Let  us  show  the  army  we  can  do  it. 


Letter  from,  Major- General  McLaws,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  that  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  he  stationed 
at  the  mouth  of  Skiddaway  River. 

Headquarters, 
Savannah,  Ga. ,  August  26,  1861^. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  place  the  Macon  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Skiddaway  River,  to  guard  the  entrance  toward  the  Isle 
of  Hope  and  the  passage  by  the  battery  at  Turner's  Rocks. 

The  advantages  expected  by  that  position  for  the  Macon  will  be 
evident  by  an  examination  of  the  map,  and  I  suppose  are  known  to, 
or  will  occur  to,  you  at  the  mere  mention. 

Ver}'  respectfully,  L.  McLaws, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
Commodore  Hunter, 

Flag-  Officer,  C.  S.  Navy,  Savannah,  Ga. 


7tw; 
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\    to 

1 '.  8.   \ 
■rif],  militai  \ 

Flagship  Cuabum] 

( '!■  | 

Sib:  I  have  received  i  lettei  from  Major-General  S« 
mending  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and   Florida 

1 1  be  expresses  bifi  high  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  DAval  battalion  under  your  command  during  the  recent  miiit 

operation]  on  Jai •  [stand,  and  it  affords  me  great  ]>l 

you  of  it,  and  request  that  you  will  oommnnicate  it  to  the  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1     R,   Tick: 

/•v.. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  <J.  Dozdbb, 

< .  s.  S.  Indian  Chirf,  Ofor&stofi,  8.  0. 


Office*  Ih'i.t.,.  c  S,   Vaw/jto  Com 
X  'r  in j >< wary  command  of  t/u  f.  S.  S.  San 

Savannas, - 
He  pleased  to  assume  command  of  the  Confederate  Bteamer  n 
temporarily,  till  Lieutenant  Commanding T.  B.  Mill.1-  shall  return  to 
her,  tin-  latter  having  leave  of  absence  for  one  week  from  tl 
Beepectrully, 

Wm.  \V.  Honteb, 
FXag-Q$oery  QorrahandvnQ  Afloat. 

Commander  Josefs  I'hkk.  Provisiona] Navy O.  s 

1\  S.— Continue  also  your  present  command. 


Unl.  r  Of tftS  >-rr,!>n-ii  of thi     VoVj/tO  flOO-OMoor  li- 
ft, t,  ii<i  a  tk  <jton.     V.    <  '. 

C.  s.  Navi  Department, 
nfi  ten  and  A/*///.  Richmond^  Pa.,  Aug\ 

Sib:  ued  t->  rend   t<>  Wilmington,  N.  <'..  without  dela 

charge  of  one  or  more  officers,  29  men,  two-thirds  <-f  whom  are  to  be 
seagoing  men  and  I  Bremen 

I  lireel  the  officer  in  charg  men  toFlag-<  Officer  L#j  och, 

for  duty  under  Lieut  na  il  John  Wilkinson 
By  oommand  ot  the  Secretar}  of  the  tfavy; 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  ft  Lee, 

Flag-Offloer  W.  \\ .  II  .  s.  Navj 

&A,  (ia. 


M 
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List  of  vessels  comprising  the  Savannah  Squadron. 

Savannah,  August  31, 1864- 
On  the  3d  June,  1864,  the  Savannah  Squadron,  under  my  command, 
had  guns,  officers,  and  crew,  as  follows: 


Vessel. 

Guns. 

Officers. 

Men. 

4 
6 
2 
2 

27 
12 
10 
9 
7 
3 

Firefly 

14 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 
Henry  Williams,  Esq., 

District  Attorney,  C.  S.  A. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatching 
of  a  detail  of  men  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Savannah,  September  5,  1864.. 
In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  August,  received  this  day,  the 
29  men  directed  to  be  transferred  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  to  report  to 
Flag-Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  for  duty 
under  Lieutenant  John  Wilkinson,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  will  be 
forthwith  dispatched  thither. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Captain  in  Charge. 


[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  September  6,  1864. 

(Received  September  6,  1864 — 11  a.  m.) 
How  many  men  can  you  spare  for  an  emergency  ? 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in  Charge. 
Flag-Officer  Hunter. 

[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  September  6,  1864. 
In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  this  day :  For  an  emergency  20  men 
can  be  spared  from  this  squadron,  leaving  no  crew  for  the  Water  Witch. 
Thirty  are  dispatched  this  day  to  Wilmington. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Va. 
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Order  of Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pollock^  C  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  &  S.  S.  Macon. 

Savannah,  September  8,  186 J^. 
Be  pleased  to  assume  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Macon, 
temporarily,  during  the  absence  on  leave  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Pollock,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Warley,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  removal  of 
battery  from  White  Bluff,  Ga. 

C.  S.  Prize  Steamer  Water  Witch, 

White  Bluff,  [Ga.],  September  8,  186^. 
Sir:  Not  being  aware  whether  you  have  been  notified  by  the  military 
authorities,  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  Guerard's  battery,  lately 
guarding  this  point,  has  been  this  evening  removed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Warley, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Afloat,  Savannah,  Ga. 


Letter  from  Major- General  Me  Lairs,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Fhig- Officer  Hun- 
ter, C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  cooperation  in  the  control  of  prisoners 
arriving  in  Savannah  from  Anacrmnvill, <-. 

Headquarters, 

Savannah,  September  8,  1864- 

Commodore:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence 
of  the  large  number  of  prisoners  arriving  here  it  has  become  necessary 
to  order  to  this  city  Guerard's  batterv,  now  stationed  at  White  Bluff. 
The  defense  of  the  steamer  Water  Witch  will  consequently  devolve 
upon  the  Navy. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  telegraphic  instructions 
from  Major-General  Jones,  commanding  the  department,  to  call  upon 
you  for  assistance,  as  a  great  number  of  prisoners  from  Andersonville 
are  en  route  for  this  point,  and  we  are  without  the  means  of  properly 
confining  them.  It  will  require  all  the  vigilance  of  both  the  army  and 
navy  to  control  these  prisoners,  and  in  compliance  with  the  orders 
from  Major-General  Jones  I  respectfully  request  your  cooperation. 
I  am.  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  McLaws, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat. 
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Letter  from   Flag-Ojfiom  Buntar.    C,    S.   Afaw,  to   M 
MaZmot)  ''■  >'•  Army%ik  quart jor  coop 

Savannah.  Stn  <;',. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  Litftinfr  I  will  render  every  lervioe 
in  my  power  !<> assist  In guarding  the  large  duhiIm-i  ■ . i  prisoners  whicb 
you  inform  me  will  require  all  the  viguance  ol  both  the  arnj  and 

navy  DO  control. 

With  the  view  to  arrange  tin-  organization  oi  nay  command  for  this 

service  I  will  forthwith  present  myself  at  your  taadquarten, 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

WrM.    W.    Hi    vikk. 

Floy- Officer^  ( bmmanding  . \Hv<it. 
Major-General  L.  McLaws,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Report  of  Flag  <(jfi< ■■> t  BimtoTi  0.  &  2 

tlu   Ik.  ,ijiifdimj  J  t<>  major- Gen 

Mr  I.  .'//vs.  t:  S,  .1  >•'"//.  in  avowing  prison* 

VANNAII.    >'■,  '.   i864- 

Herewith  u  ■  copy  oi  a  letter  from  URJor-Oeneral  L.  MoLowb, 

Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  commanding  this  military  disfriot,  who.  by 
Older  of  Mnjor-Cieucnil  Sam  Jours.  Provisional  Army  ('.  S..  has 
ceiled  on  me  to  furnish  him  from  the  squadron  under  m\  command  a 
force  to  aid  iu  guarding  about  10.000  prisonem  who  are  now  rapidly 
arriving  here.  In  thie  emergency  1  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  furnish 
all  theaid  in  my  power — say,  from  160  to  200  men  for  temporary  sen 
lln'se  will  be  so  posted  that  within  one  hour  tl  regain  their 

respective  vessels.  I  would  respectfully  submit  for  your  judgment 
this  act.  that  your  Approval  or  disapproval  may  govern  my  continued 
action  in  the  case. 

I  am,  very  respect  fully. 

Wv.  W.  Hi -ntkk. 

Fhlij-i  ■■mi/,<iitifiu<i   .[h'o'ft. 

Hon.  S.  R.  BCal&OBX, 

Secretary  of  tl, ,   .  V.  \ 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  II»t<f<  ,-.<'.  8.  fifavy.to  Act  W», 

('.  3.  Xafvy\toamui>  ■  <iu!  .•/!<'■    .... 

Savannah  '.  tSGf. 

Vou  will  be  pleased  to  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  K.  War- 
ley.  Provisional  Navy  ( '.  S.,  iu  command  of  the  prise  Reamer  li 
\\'i(rh.      Receive  from  Lieutenant  ( 'ommanding  A.  V.  Warh-y  all  my 
instructions  to  him  in  relation  to  that   command,  and   have   the  Bamfl 
carried  into  effect 
Respectfully. 

WW.    W.    IllNTF.R. 

F  r,  Comm  Admit. 

Master  H.  L.  Vaughaic,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8. 
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Order  of  Flag-Ojjiw  Hunter,  C.  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  Warley, 
C.  S, 'Navy,  to  proceed  to  Plymouth.  N.  (.'.,  for  the  command  of  trie 
C.  S.  S.  Albemarle. 

Savannah.  Septemlter  10,  1864- 
By  a  telegram  dated  Richmond,  Va.,  September  9,  1864,  from 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S.,  captain  in  charge,  1  am 
oroered  to  direct  you  to  proceed  to  Plymouth,  X.  C,  and  report  to 
Captain  Pinkney  for  the  command  of  the  Albemarle.  You  will  there- 
fore please  proceed  forthwith  to  Plymouth  in  obedience  thereto. 
Respectfully. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flay-  Officer,  (  'om manding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  F.  Warlev.  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Lett i  r  from     Flay-({jficee    Hunter.  (.'.    S.    Navy,  to   Major- General 
Mi'Lair-x.  C.  S.  Army,  oferiny  100  mi  n  for  cooperative  movement. 

Savannah,  September  10,  1864- 
I  can  muster  l<»(i  men  to  report  to  you   this  afternoon  without 
depleting  the  crews  of  the  Macon  and   Jmndiga  (which  vessels  you 
have  informed  me  are  required  at  their  present  positions).     I  am 
unable  to  exceed  that  number. 
Very  respectfully. 

Wm.  \V.  Hunter, 
Flay-  Officer.  Commanding  Aflitat. 

Major-General  L.  McLaws,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flay-  Offin  r  fltmfef,  ('.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brent,  C.  «S'. 
Navy,  regarding  ffw  command  of  mind  detachment  assigned  for 
guarding  prison*  r*  at  Savannah, 

Savannah.  September  10,  1864. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  assign  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Hudgins,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S.,  to  command  a  detachment  from  several  vessels  of  the 
Savannah  squadron,  detailed  to  guard  prisoners  now  at  Savannah. 
When  the.  details  from  the  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  Sampson  shall 
report  to  you,  you  will  eau*e  them  to  proceed  to  the  military  barracks 
at  Savannah,  there  receive  their  arms  and  ammunition,  and  report  to 
Colonel  K.  ( '.  Anderson  for  duty.  Keep  a  supervision  and  care  for 
the  necessities  of  this  command  as  to  their  obtaining  rations,  tents,  etc. 
Detail  Lieutenant  T.  St.  (i.  Pratt,  C.  S.  Marine  [Corps J,  with  the 
detachment  from  the  Savannah,  with  orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
William  K.  Hudgins.  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.  Keep  your  vessel  in 
readiness  to  move  for  service  and  preserve  her  organization  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  again  the  detail  from  her. 
Respectfully. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Floy-OjfrWr,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Commander  Thomas  W.  Brent,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
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Extract  from  report  ■•/  Flag-Offker  BunUrt  0  dino 

f}f  services  efJiffht-drqfl 

>\  V  A  N  N  All.    N<  /  >f<  in  I'.  •.".'/.    1  ■'■ 

Iii  reply  to  your  totter  of  the  Ttli  instant,  requiring  explanations  of 

the  following  paragraph,  viz: 

"i  i .ii  arc  nijiiestol  I"  sUile  the  duties  of  the  Rr*jhtU,  f\r.J)>i.  ami  SbnqptOn,  urnl   t<» 

i  views  n|>"ii  tin-  proper  allowance  of  offleamaad  ""•"  torotali  rend  under 

-iMinaml. 

The  BetobuU  is  ft  side-wheel  river  l>oat,  used  as  a  tag;  is,  bj  request 
of  tiie  commanding  general,  kept  in  Bto  trail 

water  to  \  olnerable  points,  sin-  is  also  Indiapenssble  in  keeping  a  sup- 
ply oi  fuel  for  the  squadron,  which  has  to  be  brought  bom  ;i  distant 

point  up  tin-  Savannah  River,  by  towing  Huts  employed  in   transport 

ingwootl.  tin-  nrppfy  of  coal  bai  Ing  i»  ea  etrl  oft 

The    Firefly  \<   Q   very  small    side-wheel    steamer,  nasd  as  ■  tender, 

indispensable  to  toe  communications  and  supplies  for  the  squad e 
The  Summon  is  a  river  steamer,  side-wheel,  aimed  with  one  SS-ponnder 

ri\"t   mid  one   Impounder  bowitser;  officers  and  ass  all  told,  BO. 
ler  tight  draft  oi  water  renders  bet  \<  iy  useful  in  these  wato 
Her  armament  is  available  to  eonmand  Ihe  dry  ridges  oar  dikes  which 

oflei  to  tl mniy  a  facile  approach  from  tin-  channel  t"  BeTBTOl  I 

now  very  BOaneH  manned 

Herewith  I  raomityoD  b  statement  oi  the  complements  oi  of 

and  crow-  deemed  requisite  for  the  several  vessels  of  this  squadron. 
These,  with  the  exception  <>f  that  of  the  C.  S.  S.  .!/</"•/<.  I  have  here- 
tofore transmitted  to  the  honorable  Navy  Department. 

The  deficiencies  of  oomconaafoned  and  other  officers  by  detachment, 
etc.,  tan  e  required  their  places  to  be  supplied  by  acting  master's  mates, 

whose  appointments  have  ail  been  approved  by  the  Honorable  Navy 
Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.    W.    HlNTl.k. 

Fl<i>i-<>p-,  ■•' '/i'/  Afloat, 

Captain  S.  S.  I.kk.  Provisional  Navy  ('.  S. . 

Captain 


Report  •■>/ ZdeutenatU  Ihih'ui.  f '.  8.  Navy,  comma  $.  S. 

rfu/'i,  rx/ui-iJnu,'  piofcel  duty  t"  '>■   perform  ion  with 

J//.  ■',-.'  '    >     Army. 

C.  S.  S.   [SOKDIGA, 

Of  Port  Bartow,  September  i1,.  t 

Silt:  1  have  to  inform  yon  that  all  the  troops  at   Fort   Bartow  b 
been  withdrawn,  to  be  Bent   1 1  suppose]  aroand  to  Is  Point. 

This.  I  believe,  leaves  no  pickets  at  any  outer  DOSl  09  lVeel.om'- Cut , 
nor  do  I  believe  that  there  are  any  al  the  month  oi  liwnawny  NY  |  1 
(  'nek.  Major  Pope,  commanding  Whit«'inarsh  Island,  has  requested 
me  to  picket    (lie    bridge    for   him.  as   be  is  short  of  men.      I  deem  it 

necessary  to  keep  this  post,  as  it  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of 

this  vessel,  if    not  for  any  other  reason.      I  informed  Major  Pope  y 
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terday  that  I  would,  until  he  wiis  able  to  relieve  my  men,  picket  the 
bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

II.    H.    D  ALTON, 

Cbmmandinff, 
Flag-Officer  VV.  W.  Hunter. 


Order  qftht  yqfthi  Wany  to  Jb lag- Officer  Hunter %C>S 

coin  if  nduig  hu  action    in  'Jung  a  guard  for  priecn 

Savannah, 

CONFEDERATE    STATES    OK    AMKIi' 

Naoy  Department)  Richmond^  September  V,.  /*<>.£. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  nth  instant,  with  copy  of  letter  from  (Jen 
oral  McLftWS  on  the  subject  of  your  furnishing  guards  for  certain 
prisoners,  has  been  received. 

Tom  i  approved, and  von  are  requested  to  afford  any  tu 

ancc  in  your  power  at  all  times  to  the  military  authorities,  keeping  hi 
view  your  own  special  dutii- 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mallory. 

St'wttiry  fifth?  Navy. 

lli-  (  tffibet  W.   W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Nav\  C.  8., 

Cbmmanding  Afloat^  Savannah,  ■ 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter9  C.  8.  Navy*  to  d-, . 

i\  s.  X,  icy,  to  08ffUJ7i  /  command  of  the  Q,  S.  S.    ' 

Savannah,  September  l'>.  is<;\. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  relieve  Passed  Midshipman  W.  F.  Clayton, 
Pro\ -i.si'Hi -,\\  Sn\  v  < '.  S.,  in  the  command  pro  tem.  of  the  Confederate 
steam* -r  Sampson.     You  will  assume  command  pro  tem.  of  the  Samp- 
son  and  hold  her  in  readiness  for  service. 
Respectfully. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter. 
Flag- Officer i  (  ling  Afi< 

First  Lieutenant  Henry  H.  Marmaduie,  Provisional  Navy  ( 


(Telegram.  | 


Richmond,  September  81,  ls>;',. 
Von  were  authorized  bv  telegram  the  22d  ultimo  to  hire  hand-  and 
extricate  the  Water   Witch  if  they  could  not  be  furnished  by  the  mil- 
itary authorities.    Tin-  Secretary  of  War  telegraphed  to  the  com- 
mandinj  <\  to  furnish  the  labor  if  possible,     these  orders  were 

sent  by  <)ili<-<-  of  Orden  and  Detail,  and  if  not  received,  proceed  with 
the  work. 

S.  R.  Malloly. 
Secretary  S 
Flag-Officer  W.  \V.  Hunter. 
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Ot-,1. /•  nf  Flag- Officer  //'■?<><.  c  8  QvxUhan 

c.  S.  dTovy,  •iij'HH /'"'/  .  in  pickM  duty, 

S A  V  A  N  V A II .  Si  J't.  M  ftfl     :'/.    !  ■■''-'  j . 

The  stern  necessity,  especially  at  this  juncture,  of  keeping  ap  the 
guard-boal  picket  imbues  me  to  state  to  y<»u  r  1  ■ ; « t  ever]  effort  should 

fa*  made  to  keep  the  ^uard-hoat  service  at  almost  any  sacrifice  of 
effort  09  the  part  of  the  offiCBTittlld  DBBB.  The  commanding  officer  of 
the  Sdmpaon  alleges  that  hi>  OOmmftod  is  -"  depleted  that  he  may  not 
be  able  to  keep  up  his  tour  of  jfuard-boat  duty.  Should  this  happen 
to  be  so  on  any  o<va>iou,  please  see  that  the  omission  is  supplied.  1 
learn  that  we  may  expect  next   week  that  the  detail*  of  our  « 

f  Harding  prisoners  may  bo  relieved  of  that  doty;  therefore  this  extra 
nty  alluded  to  (should  you  be  called  on  to  perform  it)  will  hoof  short 
duration.     The  \h  will  aid  you   in   thin   extra   duty,  should  it 

beoone  necessary. 

Respectfully,  Wsi.  W.  Sttntbb, 

/" v  ondhuj  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Oomdg.  W.  IrWATHMK.v,  Provisional  Navy  * '.  S.. 

Qommondinff  Confm  ■  .•■  <i<>>r<ti<t. 

P.  S.— See  that  tin-  proper  picket  boat  is  ou  duty  this  night  Please 
see  that  the  boa t>  ure  furnished  with  the  proper  signals  according  tO 
circular  order  of  July  30,  1864,  heretofore  furnished  you. 


/,/ /"  Colonel  Anderson,  C.  &.  Affni/^  commanding  at  Savon  no /i. 

to  plaa-QMcer  Bunt&r,  c.  s.    \  putting  th*  f  the 

C.  8.  «>".  fioruUffQ  •'■■  /'"  station. 

Hkaikjiahtkhs  Military  District  OF  GtaOBGIA, 

Savanaakf  St  pUmbt  r  $ >.  1864. 
Coatmodobk:  I  Bend  below  copy  of  dispatch  reoehrg  White- 

marsh.  Please  have  the  IxmuJoja  returned  at  once  if  she  has  OOtne  Op 
to  the  city. 

[Dispatch.] 

Tlit»  scouts  on  Wilmington  report  that  three  companies  of  the  enemy  emharl 

their  bum  ihif  srsnina'abaol  o  o'clock  from  Tybsa    Bunswi  \n  i  riwr 

si.  UD61 'into  B  COt  near  uml  loft  00l  of  the  view  of  the  picket-  Two  red  nvrkety 
uore  sent  uphy  theeiieiiiv  ulmiit  s  u'l'ltN'k.  You  know  the  fOTOB  hen-ieiw.  It  is 
high  water  about  4  p.  D.  The.  tn>npa  here  have  been  warned  ami  will  he  kept  in 
niiuinesw.     *    *    * 

The  gnnboat  hondiga  wan  t<i  have  left  for  the  bridge  at  Fort  Bartow  thia  evenine 
to  go  up  to  Sav«nu;.l  i 

J.J.   I'OPK. 

..i ,  « bmmand  n 
Respectfully,  etc. 

V..   C    AsDKKSON. 

( 'nl '■-,)!, I    '  ■-...,  noting. 
[Flag^OfficeT  Hi  NTKK.J 

Please  answer  i>  soon  as  possible. 

Note.— Repaired  to  the  barracks  at  Savannah  at  1  p.  m.  Septem- 
ber 2-4.  is»i4.  and  informed  I  intone]  E.  C.  Anderson,  oommaoding,  that 
the  hondiga  was  at  her  station  and  that  she  had  nol  left  it. 

W.    W.    1I.NTKK, 
Fhiu-  ()j}i.  ft. 


_, 
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Bolinger,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 534 

Bond,  J.  B.     Mentioned 769 

Borden,  Nelson  0.     Mentioned SCO, 

Boston,  C.  S.  Army  rfaftmer. 

in  Ashepoo  River,  May  26,  1864 481 

Mention*  1 426,  «o«.  ewo 
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Bouden,  Joseph.     Mentioned l!U 

Bouger,  George.     Mentioned 183 

Boutello,  Charles  O. 

Mentioned 428,469, 461, 466, 536, 661,  552 

Report  of  torpedoed  found  in  St.  John's  River 426-428 

Bowden,  Daniel  A.     Mentioned 65 

Bowen,  C.  C.      M> mtioaed L6Q 

Bowen,  G.  M.     Mentioned 807 

Bowers,  Mary.     See  J/iiny  Huinrrx,  British  hi  I  iter. 

Bowers,  Thomas.     Mentioru-d 182 

Boylston,  Samuel  Cordes.     Correspond.-ii.-'-  tritb  J,  0.  Hjtcbel  .....  7:Ui 

Bradford,  C.  H.     Mentioned 

Bradford,  Joseph  M. 

Appointed  Bed  a*p tain.  Bonta  Atlantic:  ffftjflfdrug  Squadron 136 

( kmofpondaocG  with 

N'iivy  Department,  V.  S 33 

W*l68,  Si^'iirnoy 563 

tfaotioaed 186,  131, 188, 558.568 

Report  of  iiimsnti--  fen  [iroteetinn  against  torj>edo  warfare 412 

Bradley,  Joseph.     Kfgntfowod  , 210 

Bragg,  Braxton.     Mentioned       90,112,252 

Brandt,  Thomas.     Mentioned 106-107 

Braziliera.  I'.  S.  bark. 

Alwtraet  log,  August  24  and  25,  1*64 644 

Capture  made  hy 35,260,261 

Mentioned 31, 41.69,  111,  113,  144,  17".  218, 242, 253.  868,  888,  887,  347, 

888, 890, 400. 4i'ii. -i: 1 1.  us*:.  635, 660,57 1. 566, 568, 629. 88  :,678 

i  (pactions  in 

I  ndmr*!  Sound  and  vicinity 178.  1 74.  810, 886, 878,  "74 

St    E&mon'i  Sound  and  vi.-inttv 648-650 

Breese,  8.  Livingston. 

Qwrapondanoii  iritb 

Ksle-li,  George  H 896 

Dahlgren,  J.  A us,  IS 

Mentioned 277,  881,  285, 298, 414,  443,  447, 451 ,  569 

Reports  of. 

OoluroWne,  r.  s.  8.    Capture  of,  May  88, 186* 444 

8t  John's  River. 

Joint  expedition  up,  April  26-28,  1864 415 

Operation*  in 147,286,295,297,299 

Brent,  Thomas  W. 

Mentioned 782,748 

Correspondence  with  W.  W,  Hunter 770 

Briggs,  Henry  W.     Mentioned. . 

Brimsmaid,  George  A.     Mentioned    183,166 

British  Charge  d' Affaires  in  the  United  States.     Correspond enee  with 

State  Department,  U.  S <U7 

British  Men-of-War.     See  Foreign  Men-of-V- 
British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Corresj Kmdence  with  State  Department,  IT.  S 220 

Mentioned 221,695 

Brock,  Captain.     Mentioned 302 

Brock,  Hattie.     See  UaNie  Hrock,  Steamer. 
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Brockington,  Samuel  A.  p*ge. 

Mentioned 106-106 

Report  of  desertion  of  boat's  crew  from  C.  8.  ironclad  Savannah,  Novem- 
ber*), 1863 109 

Brodhead,  Edgar. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 57  • 

Mentioned 644 

Report  of  seizure  of  British  schooner  Arctic 116 

Brooke,  John  M.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 708, 719, 725 

Brooks,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 280,284 

Brower,  Edwin  T.     Mentioned 528 

Brown,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 183 

Brown,  Frank.     Mentioned . 183 

Brown,  Hiram  L.     Mentioned 534 

Brown,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 678, 697, 732 

Brown,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned...- 603 

Brown,  M.  D.     Mentioned 745,765 

Brown,  Robert.     Mentioned 188,191 

Brown,  William  O.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 633 

Browning,  F.  J. 

Mentioned 609,634 

Report  of  expedition  to  Mcintosh  Court-House,  Ga.,  August  1-4,  1864 . . .      610 
Bruen,  Sarah.     See  Sarah  Bruen,  V.  S.  schooner. 
Brunswick,  Ga.     Capture  of  sloop  near,  February  1,  1864. 
Report*  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 260 

Gillespie,  W.  T 260 

Statement  of  John  B.  Lasserre 261 

Bryan,  Moses.     Mentioned 397 

Bryan,  Tony.    Mentioned 397 

Bryson,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  S.  0.  Rowan *. 342 

Mentioned 67,68,76,118,121,263,343,367,419 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Operations  against  defenses  of 67 

dimming' s  Point  lotteries,  S.  C.     Bombardment  of,  by  Fort  Moultrie 

and  grounding  of  U.  8.  S.  Lehigh,  November  16,  1863 117 

Fort  Sumter,  8.  C.     Joint  bombardment  of,  October  26,  to  November 

10,1863 HI,  82 

1 1 oi isaton i c,  U.  S.  S.     Ix>88  of  boat  saved  from  wreck  of 366 

Lehigh,  I*.  S.  S.     Operations  of,  in  gales 7, 8 

Presto,  Blockade  runner.     Destruction  of,  February  2,  1864 264 

Buck,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 478,482,495 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch,  June  3,  1864 479 

Buckley,  John.     Mentioned 164, 165 

Buckner,  M.  J.     Mentioned 541 

Buffalo,  Prize  sloop. 

Loss  of,  March  22.  18IS4 372-374 

Mentioned 261,288,420 

Orders  for  movements 368 

Report  of  board  of  survey 372 

Bulloch,  James  D.     Mentioned 700 
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Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina.  Vnge. 

Captures  made  in 615 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  Q.  A.  Gillmore 363 

Orders  and  instructions,  J.  F.  Green 651 

Report**  of 

Green,  J.  F 363 

Rowan,  8.  C 363,401,420 

See  also  Price's  Inlet. 
Bunce,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 262 

Mentioned 55,88,172,419 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.    Operations  against  defenses  of 235 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.    Joint  bombardment  of,  October  26  to  November 

10,  1863 78 

Bunting,  James  H.    Mentioned , 410, 411 

Burbank,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 405 

Burger,  Captain.     Mentioned 278 

Burger,  William  L.  M.     Correspondence  with 

Gordon,  George  H 441 

Hatch,  John  P 520 

Schimmelfennig,  A 528 

Burgess,  Francis. 

Mentioned t.       362 

Reports  of  capture  of  schooners  Sarah  and  Linda,  March  11,1 864 161 

Burk,  Richard.     Mentioned 118-121 

Burkett,  George  W.     Mentioned 153, 159,160,628 

Burnham,  John  H.     Mentioned 534 

Burnley,  J.  Hume.     Mentioned 617 

For  correspondence  see  British  Charge"  a"  Affaires  in  the  United  States. 

Burnside,  Steamer.     Mentioned 282 

Burritt,  8.  L.     Mentioned 147 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 361,527 

Butler,  James  (Sailor).     Mentioned 585 

Butler,  James  (Lieutenant,  U.  S.  A.).    Mentioned 615 

Butler,  William. 

Mentioned 124 

Report  of  bombardment  of  Gumming' a  Point  batteries,  8.  C,  by  Fort 
Moultrie,  and  grounding  of  U.  8.  8.   Lehigh,   November  16, 

1863 126,127 

Butler,  Winthrop.     Mentioned 595,600 

C.  F.  Williams,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned 69,71,93,113,144, 

176,  217,  242,  258,  325,  347,  366, 390, 400, 434, 466, 524, 550, 570, 576, 588 

Parker,  G.  W. ,  appointed  to  command 404 

Operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 86,90 

Operations  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina 188-190, 192-195, 206 

Gabbell,  S.  G.     Mentioned 307 

Caldwell,  George  W.     Mentioned 491,499-501 

Calibogue  Bound,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in. 
Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 517,622 

Hatch,  JohnP 520 
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Calibogue  Sound,  South  Carolina.     Op  in— Contii 

'i uctioui  John  v   Deblgren  

Report     : 

Dahlgren,  John  a 520,542 

Hatch,  John  P  

Camelia,  D*.  8.  6. 

Haw.-  D.  B.  inmand 

Mentioned 8 

,400,4^,486,624,687,642,660,671,688,6 

Mo vciin  in-  |  I MS 

<>r<i  irementa. 

Canandaigua,  U.&   8. 

lered  crew  of  l\  S.  8    Houaatonic 32 

Blockade  of  <  badeeton,  s.  >• 

HarrUoii,  n.  n.,  ordered  t<>  nii     •  i    i'..  Stone  of  command 691 

in...-.  8  B.,  appointed  to  tern]  nd 660 

i  H.  of,  and  ordered  to  command  l 

Pontine 658 

Mentioned   31,41,44,46,69,86,97,113,144,149  I       i         8,216, !  I :.  241. 

•24-j,   |  14,346,  348,349,366,370,390,396,400 

482,  :  >19,  624,  687,  660, 671,688-690, 629, 667,  671,  '176,  686 

Orders  fur  movements 621,636 

Operations  in  Bull')  Bay,  9onth  Oarolma 363 

i     i   ,  appointed  to  command 669 

Cane  Patch.  8.  C.     Destruction  of  salt  works  at.     Report  of  1.  A.  Pennll  ...      410 

Gannon,  J.  W       M  369 

Cannon.  Wulker.     Mentioned 19 

Cannon,  William  J.     Mentioned 61V 

Canonieus,  U,  B.  B.     Mentioned  4,26,97,146,239 

Cape  Ho  main.  South  Carolina.     Blockade  of. 

Oldern  of  .Ii.lm  A.  Dahlgran..  566 

Report  of  S.  ■  "•  Rowan 40i 

Caper's  Inlet,  South  Carolina.     Depth  of  water  in 456 

Oarlsen,  J.  F.     Mentioned 

Carmine, .     Mentioned 

Carnation,  V .  s.  s. 

Mentioned 86,94.97, 101, 114, 144, 176. 176.  217 

242.  47.  366,  390,  400,  434,  466, 525,  650,  571, 688, 629, 666. 676 

movement! 57 

Carnes,  William  W. 

tdence with WUliam W.  Hunter -2.738-740 

MI..-.1 

Relieved  of  command  of  pciae  steamer  Water  Witch 746 

Resorts  of 

Seamen.     Transfer  uf,  from  Arrny  to  Navy 725 

Water  Wttoh,  tj,  fi,  &    Oantare  of,  lone  8,1864 497 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer.    Snipping  of 741,742 

arpenter,  Charles  C.     Report  of  capture  of  17.  >.  B.  Water  Witeb,  June  3, 

L664 475 

Carpenter,  Daniel  A.     Mentioned 634 

Carpenter,  John.     Mentioned 164 

Carter,  William.     Mentioned 104 

Caserdy,  Henry.     Mentioned  366 

Casey,  Michael.     Mentioned 892 
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Catalpa,  U.  8.  8.  Page. 

Mentioned 588,628,636,667,676 

Movements  of .*...       578 

Orders  for  movements ' 571 

Oatskill,  V.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 145,234,236 

Destruction  of  blockade  runner  by,  August  9,  1864 624 

Destruction  of  steamer  Presto,  February  2,  1864 262-266 

Harrison,  N.  B.,  ordered      relieve  William  Gibson  of  command 237 

Mentioned 3,4,13,28,29,36,42,52,66,63,69,72,73,113, 

142, 144,' 150, 151, 166, 176, 217, 236-238, 242, 258, 325,  344,  347,  366,  371, 
390, 400, 432-434, 465, 524, 537, 560, 570,  588,  589,  628,  634,  635,  656,  676 

Operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  8.  C 3, 28, 

36, 56, 63,  72, 78, 82, 85, 86, 88, 92, 187 

Orders  for  movements 172 

Cavendy,  Edward. 
Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 259,666 

Navy  Department  U.  8 509 

Mentioned 539 

Cecilia,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  December  5,  1863  . ., 159 

Mentioned 60 

Center,  Sturgia.     Mentioned 573 

Central  America,  Coal  schooner.    Mentioned ._ 417 

Chadwick,  Benjamin  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  8.  Iris 561 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  8.  Jonquil 407 

Mentioned 407 

Champion,  John  C. 

Mentioned 189,292,294,304,306-308,414,415,430 

Reports  of  operations  in  St  John's  River 300 

Chapin,  Thomas  E.     Mentioned 386, 387 

Chaplin,  James  C. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Stono  River 590 

Correspondence  with 

Balch,  G.  B 291 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 462,523,551 

Stone,  Edward  E 461 

Mentioned 250,266,277,387,402,459,460,655,589 

Reports  of. 

Ashepoo  and  South  Edisto  rivers.    Joint  expedition  up,  May  25-27, 

1864 461 

Blockade  runners.    Movements  of 266 

Chapman,  John.     Mentioned 598 

Charles,  William  E.    Mentioned 201-206 

Charles  Houghton,  U.  8.  transport.     Mentioned 442, 443, 445-447, 451 

Charleston,  C.  8.  8.    Mentioned 12, 

20, 228-232, 238, 344, 677, 678, 693, 695, 697, 701,  705,  719, 732,  766 
Charleston,  8.  C. 

Affairs  in  the  vicinity  of. 
Reports  of 

Foster,  J.  G 677 

Gibson,  William 392 

Rowan,  8.  C 369,392,396,397 

N  W  R — VOL  15 50 
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Charleston,  S.  0. — Continued.  Page. 

Affaire  in  the  vicinity  of — Continued. 
Statement  of 

Belton, 227 

Harm,  Charles 077 

Shipp,  George  L 229 

Attempted  destruction  of  U.  S.  8.  New  Ironsides  off.    See  New  Ironsides, 

V.  S.  8.     Attempted  destruction  of. 
Blockade  of. 

Abstract  log  of 

Acacia,  V.  S.  S 665 

Nipsic,  U.S.  8 675 

Pontiac,  U.  S.  S 675 

Fotomska,  V.  S.  S 674 

Winona,  V.  S.  S 675 

Communication  from  John  A.  Dahlgren 666 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 272,338,521,536,680,685-688 

Green,  J.  F 558,620,637,651,668,669 

Rowan,  S.  C 370,391,416,511 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 42, 145, 215, 429, 518, 542, 680, 634,  688 

DeCamp.J 660,672 

Dexter,  J.  D 396 

Gibson,  William 268 

Green,  J.  F 255,348,425,568,670 

Rowan,  S.  C 348,424 

Confederate  vessels  in  harbor  of 697,732,733 

Construction  of  torpedo  boats  at.    Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 238 

Extract  from  Journal  of  Operations. 

November  16,  1863 124 

Deeemlwr  2.r>,  1863 199 

Green,  J.  F. ,  appointed  to  command  off 578 

Intercourse  with  foreign  consuls  in. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dahlgren 180 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S 143 

Rej)orts  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 130,131 

DeCamp,  John 116,131 

Loss,  by  drowning,  of  1  officer  and  5  men  in  harbor  of.     Report  of  John 

A.  Dahlgren 182,183 

Movements  of  foreign  men-of-war  off.     See  Foreign  men-of-war. 
0|>erationK  against  defenses  of. 
Abstract  log  of 

Lehigh,  I".  8.  S #  133 

Nahant,  U.S.  8 *  133 

Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 43, 51, 56, 250,  251, 252, 254, 

268,  326, 409, 423, 576. 583, 587, 61 M,  630,  636,  641,  673,  679,  682,  683,  688 

Foster.  J.  G 575, 584. 637, 662, 683 

Gillmore,  Q.  A 49, 136, 380 

Hatch,  John  V 423 

Navy  Department,  V.  S 26.95,96,380,408 

Rowan,  S.  C 381 

Saxton,  Rufus 679 

Schimmelfenuig,  A 577, 579, 638 
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Jharleaton,  S.  0. — Continued.  Pace. 

Operations  against  defenses  of — Continued. 

Extract  from 

Charleston  Mercury,  September  19,  1863 24 

Journal  of  Operations,  Confederate 692, 698 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 60,  73. 

148, 226, 244, 262, 271-273, 338, 435, 536, 578, 646, 680 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 9,25,36,47,57,236,320,575 

Reynolds,  William 104 

Rowan,  S.  C 348,405 

Plan  of  B.  Maillefut  for  removal  of  obstructions 139 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T 693 

Bunce,  F.  M 235 

Cilley,  Greenleaf 28,36,63,72 

Calhoun,  Edmund  R '. 141 

Cornwell,  John  J ; 22,132,211 

Dahlgren,  John  A 3, 4, 

28, 30, 48, 52-55, 58, 63, 65-67, 71, 92, 94, 101, 102,  109,  114,  139,  142,  175, 
185, 187, 188, 212, 224-226, 430-433,  438,  439,  591-593,  635,  640,  661,  688 

Davis,  John  L ^ 177 

Dean,  Benj.  C 30 

DeCamp,  J 405 

Dichman,  E.J 576 

Dorrance,  George  W 58 

Gibson,  William 187 

Green,  J.  F 583,630 

Griffin,  Thomas  J 103 

Johnron,  Mortimer  L 184, 187, 218 

Miller,  J.  N 508 

Pegram,  John  C 438 

Phinney,  Alvin 29 

Rowan,  S.  C 380,418 

Rowan,  8.  C.,etal 1 67 

Stevens,  T.  H 102 

Tallman,  Henry  C 508 

See  humming' 8  Point  batten**,  8.  C;  Port  Sumter,  S.  C;  James  Island, 
S.  C;  John's  Island,  S.  C;  Morris  Island,  S.  C;  Nipsic,  U.  S.  S„ 
capture  of  boat  and  crew  belonging  to,  etc.;  Secessionville,  >S.  C; 
Mono  River,  S.  C. 
Operations  in  defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 710,711 

Gray,  M.  M 721 

Jones,  Sam 736,744,748 

Jones,  W.  F 705 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 692 

Ripley,  R.  S 753 

Shelly,  B.  F 705 

Tucker,  J.  R 766 

Yates,  Joseph  A 749, 750, 752 

Extract  from  Journal  of  Operations,  Confederate 692, 698 
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Charleston,  S.  0. — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  defense  of — Continued. 
Orders  and  instruction*. 

Beauregard,  G.  T 694 

Jones,  Sam 747 

Tucker,  J.  R 705 

Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 241 

See  also  CfuirleMon,  S.  C.     Ojieratiom  against  defente*  of. 

Order  of  J.  F.  Green  to  senior  officer,  offshore  blockade 552 

Order  regarding  signals  for  blockade  runners  entering 094 

Prisoners  of  war  placed  under  fire  at. 

Confederate 637,0*7,651,055 

Union 627,530,534 

Rowan,  S.  0.     Appointed  to  command  off 272, 340, 435 

Search  for  escaped  Union  prisoners 664,666,669,070 

Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Housatonic  off.     See  Hoiuatonic,  U.  S.  S.,  tinting  of,  etc 
Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Weehawken  in  harbor  of.    See  Weehawken,  U.  S.  S. 

Union  prisoners  in.     Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 94, 105 

See  also  lYinoners  of  irtir.     Exchange  of. 
Charleston,  S.  0. ,  British  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 131 

Mentioned 110 

Charleston,  8.  C,  French  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 130 

Mentioned 58,64,116,131,135 

Chase,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 000,033 

Chase,  Whitman.     Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Stevens 257 

Chatham,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  December  16,  1863 1 77-179 

Chatham,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 371,525,550,571,588,629,657,670 

Orders  for  movements 308 

Chattahoochee,  0.  S.  S.    Mentioned 744, 752, 755 

Chechessee  and  Colleton  rivers.  South  Carolina.    Joint  reeonnoissance 
to.     Reports  of 

Gibhs.  ILL 389 

Stone,  Edward  E 388 

Way,  Charlton  II 389 

Chicora,  C.  S.  S. 

Oozior,  VV.  <!.,  appointed  t<>  command 705 

Ment ioned 223, 230, 577, 578, 678, 695, 697,  701 ,  732, 753 

Statement  of  deserter  from 677 

Guilds,  Calvin  C. 

Mentioned 420 

Reports  of. 

Annie  Thompson,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  January  16,  1864 246 

Sarah  Mary,  Sloop.     Survey  of 541 

Childs,  John  D.     Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 338 

Navy  Department,  V.  S 116 

Chilson,  Asa.    Mentioned 410, 411 

Chippewa,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 31, 69, 

1 13,  143.  144,  171.  176.  217,  242. 258,  325, 347, 366.  WW,  390, 400, 434, 435, 
459,  460,  463,  4(55-467,  469,  .r>07,  519,  525, 551, 571, 589, 629, 657, 677, 686 


Chippewa,  I'.  S.  S.— Coiitinn.   I  i„w. 

<  i|..-'.iri«.u-  in 

OharhWBB« aad  OoOitoa  river*,  South  Carolina 388,889 

i ah  Carolina 394 

SknUOkttk 138 

Orders  lor  movements Ml 

\V«-aver,  A.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  Edward  I  1 4«>7 

Chirico,  Dominico.     Mentioned 

Chinolm,  A.  R.     Correspondence  with  0,  T.  Beauregard 

Chisolm,  George.     See  Georye  Chi*<Jm,  SbfttfO 

Chubb,  J.      M.-nfi..m-.l 643 

Churchill,  David  B.      Mentioned 854 

Churchill,  William  L. 

Appointed  t"  command  T'.  S.  MboOBflV  <i.  \V.  Blunt 648 

M  en  t  i . .  i  u  N I 1 58 , 1 57 ,  402 ,  403 

Report  of  condition  of  wreck  . 4  I '.  S.  S.  Housatonic 334 

Cilley,  Greenleaf. 

Mantforfd 66-88,92 

Reporta  of. 

Charleston,  8.  C.    Operations  against  defense*  i.f  28,  96,  68,  <>'  72 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  Q     Joint   l>omliardment   of.  Oitoben  26  to  Noveml>er 

10,  1863 78,82 

Cimarron,  U.  S.  8. 
Mahan,  Alfred  T. 

Appointed  to  command &60 

Relieved  of  command  of,  and  ordered  i->  Nnuund  1'.  B>  B.  VV»»- 

hickon 579 

Henticnod 6»,  U3. 

144,  176,  198,  217.  242.  249,258,326,347,865,890,400, 438,  666,  471.510, 
512,525,550,571,688,589,608,61  •642,657,671,676,686,688 

0|ieratioiifl  In 

BtOOO  River  and  vieinity 323 

Warsaw  Sonnd,  Georgia 112 

Winyah  Ray  an<l  vicinity 409 

Orders  for  movements 814,  609,  627 

Stone.  E.  EL,  relieved  of  command  of,  and  ordered  to  command  I'.  8.  8. 

Canandaigua 869 

Young,  Jonathan,  relieved  of  command  of,   and  ordered  to  command 

1 ' .  S.  S.  Sangamon 560 

Circassian,  U.  8.  S.     M.nti   i.  I  181,808 

City  of  Petersburg,  Steaim  lenta  of 98 

Clark,  Charles.     Mentioned U9 

Clark,  John  E.     Mentioned 534 

Clarke,  John  J.      Report  regarding  reo>nnui»<«iucc  for  opening  *hip  jmaaage 

tli rough  Skiildiiwuy  Xiii  rjda .  748 

Clarke,  Thomas.     Mentioned 402 

Clayton,  William  V. 

Mentioned ., 11 

Relieved  of  command  of  i".  S.  8.  Sampson 772 

Clifford,  Walter.     Mentioned 615 

Cline,  Michael.    Mentioned 164, 1*15 

Clover,  U.  S.  s. 

Losb  of  boat's  crew  from,  December  17,  1863 1«2. 183 

Mentioned 175.178.  24? 

325,  347,  365,  S90,  400,  434,  465.  525, 550, 654,  571.  - 
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P»«e. 

Coal,  Supplies  of 210,513,516,655 

Cochran,  Jacob. 

Mentioned 195 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  by  U.  S.  schooner  C.  P.  Williams,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1863 194 

Cogdale,  Bichard.     Mentioned .611 

Cohen,  J.  O.     Mentioned 245 

Coin,  Thomas.     Mentioned 625 

Colby,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 381, 362 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R. 

Mentioned 68 

Report  of  operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 67, 141 

Colleton  River,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in.    See  Chechesaee  and  Col- 
leton riven. 

Collins,  F.     Mentioned 337 

Collins,  John,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Rowan,  8.  C 391 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S 47 

Mentioned 156,180,183 

Reports  of. 

Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet,  S.  C.    Destruction  of  blockade  runner  in, 

January  7,  1864 224 

MurreU's  Inlet.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 158, 340 

Collins,  Peter.     Mentioned 644,649,650,673 

Columbia,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 1 677,678,732 

Columbine,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  in  St.  John's  River,  May  23,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 441 

Noble,  W.  II 450 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  Patton 453, 454 

Balch,  George  B 446,448 

Breese,  S.  Livingston 444 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 440, 441 ,  446, 448, 450 

Dickison,  J.  J 453 

Gordon,  George  H 441 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R 451 

Noble,  W.  II 444 

Sanborn,  Frank 451 

Statement  of  Drover  FM  wards 449 

Mentioned 69, 88, 114, 144, 176, 212,  218, 243, 258, 276, 285,  291-2H7, 325, 347, 

366,  390,  400,  425,  434,  453,  466, 506,  519, 525, 551, 571, 589, 629. 657, 677 

Operations  in  St.  John's  River 286, 300-309 

Orders  for  movements 275,  297 

Spencer,  W.  B. ,  apj>ointed  to  command 10 

Colvocoresuea,  George  M. 

Appointed  to  command  in  St.  Helena  Sound 645 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 531, 581, 599, 632, 643, 657 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 240, 440 

Rowan,  S.  C 525 
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Golvocoresses,  George  M. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned 589, 593, 600, 602, 607, 608, 631-633, 635, 644, 670, 680, 685 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  8.  ship  Saratoga 684 

Reports  of. 

Ashepoo  River.    Reconnoissance  up,  September  26, 1864. . 689 

Mcintosh  Court-House,  Ga.    Expedition  to,  August  1-4,  1864 594-598 

South  Newport,  Ga.     Boat  expedition  to,  August  16-18,  1864 631 

Turtle  Ri  ver.    Boat  expedition  in,  August  23-25,  1864 642 

Gommodore  McDonough,  U.  S.  8. 

Chaplin,  J.  C. ,  appointed  to  command 590 

Mentioned 41, 69,  113, 127, 144, 176, 217, 242, 258, 325, 347, 364, 365, 

390,  399,  400,  401,  418,  434,  466,  524, 550, 570, 588-690, 593, 628, 656, 676 
Operation*. 

Against  defenses  of  Charleston,  8.  C 86, 90 

In  Ashepoo  and  South  Edisto  rivers 458-462 

In  Stono  River  and  vicinity 551-558 

Phythian,  R.  L.,  appointed  to  command 424 

Conemaugh,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned.  31, 41, 69, 1 14, 144, 176,  218, 243, 259. 325, 347, 366 
Confederate  authorities.     Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  8.,  regarding  use 

of  term 128,135 

Congress,  O.  S.     Letter  of  Josiah  Tattnall  to  chairman  naval  committee, 

House  of  Representatives 708 

Congress,  U.  S.  ship.     Mentioned 476 

Connecticut  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  17th,  444, 451. 

Connelly,  John.     Mentioned 734 

Conner,  Robert.     Mentioned 105-107 

Conover,  Isaac  A.     Mentioned 490 

Conrad,  Charles  M.     Correspondence  with  Josiah  Tattnall 708 

Cook,  John  V.     Mentioned 620 

Cook,  William  B.     Mentioned 534 

Cooke,  Charles.     Mentioned 256 

Cooper,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 267 

Navy  Department,  V.  S 9 

Reynolds,  William 254 

Rowan,  S.  C '. 511 

Mentioned 129,256,257,323,431,432 

Relieved  of  command  of  lT.  S.  S.  Sonoma  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.S.Sangamon 323 

Report  of  survey  of  torpedo  netting  of  U.  8.  8.  Passaic 532 

Cooper,  Samuel.     Mentioned 720,721 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  C.  8. 
Coosaw  Sound,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in  vicinity  of. 
Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A ^ 457 

Hatch,  John  P 457 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren 462 

Corbin,  Thomas  G.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 539 

Corey,  David  B.     Mentioned 29 

Cornthwaite,  Louis  A.     Mentioned 375,377 

Cornwell,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 162 

Mentioned 67,68,92,117,118,121,213,263,419 


Cornwall,  John  J.  -<  tonttniMd.  Png*. 

EtepQriN  >>l. 

I       I  fpttcttkau  against  defenses  of 

Nana  in  pdei 

ide  runner.    Destruction  of  ,  February  2,  1884..  .. 

Cosmopolitan.  I    B    Lxm)  ■tenmer.     Mentioned 814,467,  »77,83  ' 

Cosflftck,  Transport.     Mentioned 

Coste,  A.      McnViu I 359 

Cotter,  William.    Mentioned 

Cottrell,  Gardner.     Mentioned U<» 

Councill,  James  C.    Mentioned -.1)1, 202 

Courier,  U.  S.  Rtoreship.     Movement*'  <»f 514 

Courts-martial.     Dahlgren,  John  A.,  recommends  am  oflajrnfSS 

ing  dismissals ill 

Cowslip,  l.  S.  s.     Mentioned BM 

Craig-,  T.  R.    Mentioned 

Crak,FredT.     Mentioned * 392 

Cram,  Michael.     Mentioned 61 

Crandall,  Walter.     Mentioned 

CraTen,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 405, 556, 590,  646 

Craven,  Tunis  A.  M.     Mentioned 685 

Crawford,  W.  H.     Mentioned 82 

Creighton,  J.  Blakely. 

i  r.  ipondenee  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  a 278,826 

Nnv\  Department,  I    B 583 

Mentioned 82,100,262,274,277  0,282,827 

Behaved  <>f  command  En  st.  John'i  River 685 

Beporti  of. 

st.  Gstharlne'a  Bound    Operations  la  vicinity  of 22 

Winyuii  Hay,  s.  c.    Qpemtlaiu  In 210 

Crescent,  V .  EL  Army  transport.    Mentioned 865 

Crocker,  Edward  P.     Mentioned 408 

Cromwell,  Bartlett  J.     Krporl  ...t  :irriv:»l  <»i  I'.  S.  S.  Atlanta  at  Philadelphia 

in  tow  "f  1*   EL  Is.  Pnwhatan 5 

Crosby,  John  K.     Mentioned :(28.409 

Croeby,  William.     Mentioned 4%,  183 

Crewman,  Aledander  F. 

Appointed  to  command  r.  s.  s.  Nipaic 

Correspon<l'-ii<«-  with  .1.  A.  Dahlgren 

Mentioned 413,419,4; 

EtaHeved  of  comman  EL  Nipsk 

Etepoti  ol  captnn  of  nloop  Julia,  June  27,  1H64 544 

Croton,  Picket  boat.    Mentioned 394 

Crowoil,  Mr     Mentioned 

Croweil,  l'rivai.-.    Mentioned 718 

Cruise,  D.  C.     Mentioned 541 

Culverwell,  George.      Mentioned 178 

Cumberland  Island.     Running  ashore  of  schooner  Antoinette  on,  December 
8,  1863.     Report  of 

DabJgraa,  J.  A 17:1 

Gillespie,  W.  t 174 
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Cumming'g  Point,  8.  0.  Page. 
Bombardment  of  batteries  on,  by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  grounding  of  IT.  S.  S. 
Lehigh,  November  16,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

Lehigh,  U.  S.  S 122 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S 123 

Nahant,  U.  S.  S 121 

New  Ironsides,  U.  8.  8 122 

Passaic,  U.  8.  8 122 

Commendatory  letter  of  Navy  Department,  I".  8 120 

Extract  from 

Diary  of  J.  A.  Dahlgren 123 

Journal  of  Operations,  Charleston,  8.  C 124 

General  order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 120 

Longshaw,  William,  recommended  for  promotion 118 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  TJ.  8.,  for  bestowal  of  promotions  and 

medals  of  honor 121 

Reports  of 

Bryson,  A 117 

Butler,  William 126,127 

Dahlgren,  John  A 117 

Lee,T.  B 125 

Ripley,  R.  8 124 

Rivers,  C.  H 126 

Valentine,  J 126 

Wiltse,  0.  C 123 

Bombardment  of,  by  Confederate  batteries  on  Sullivan  and  James  islands, 

December  28,  1863.    Report  of  John  L.  Davis 211 

Cunningham, .    Mentioned 369 

Curlew,  Chartered  steamer.    Mentioned 31 

CurtiB,  Andrew.    Mentioned 585,639,640 

Curtis,  Caleb  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  8.  Flag 96 

Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 100 

Cyclops,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  June  12,  1864 521 

Survey  of 572 

Dacey,  Patrick.    Mentioned 178 

Daffodil,  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned  . .  7, 69, 114, 144, 154-156, 176, 216, 217, 242, 258, 266, 325, 332, 347, 348, 
365, 390, 396, 400, 434, 465, 524, 637, 560,  663,  670,  588,  628,  656,  676,  686 

Operations  in  Murrell's  Inlet 156 

Orders  for  movements 553 

Dahlgren,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 154 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Babcock,  W.  L 47 

Bacon,  George 127, 175 

"Baker,  F.  H 219,464 

Balch,  GeorgeB 9, 

71,22,93,134,181,  188-190,  194,  196,  214,  216,  222,  223,  249,  272,  282, 
283, 285, 287-290, 423, 425, 430, 436, 441, 446,  448,  466,  535,  640,  642,  682 

Baldwin,  E.  M 661 

Bennett,  Orlando 57* 
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Dahlgren,  John  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Bradford,  J.  M 136 

Breese,  S.  L 98,128,147,274 

Bryson,  A 81,119,264 

Bunce,  F.  M 235,262 

Cavendy,  Edward -• 259,566 

Chadwick,  Benj.  H 561 

Chaplin,  J:  C 266,461,462,623,551,590 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

British  consul  at 131 

French  consul  at 130 

Childs,  J.  D 338 

Churchill,  W.  L 334,646 

Cilley,  Greenleaf 28,36,63,72,78,82 

Colhoun,  E.  R 141 

Collins,  John,  jr 158,224,340 

Colvocoresaes,  G.  M 531, 581, 594, 599, 631, 632, 642,  643, 645, 657, 689 

Cooper,  G.  H 257,323 

Cooper,  (i.H.,etal 532 

Corbin,  Thomas  G 539 

Cornwell,  J.  J 22,132,210,214,265,266 

Creighton,  J.  B 22,210,250,275,626 

Crosman,  A.  F 531,538 

Dana,  W.  H 473 

Danby,  Robert,  et  al 507 

Davis,  JohnL 84,177,211 

Davis,  William  W.  H 265 

Dean,  Benj.  C 30,99,559 

De  Camp,  John 116,131,573 

DeMarivault,  Henri 45,46,64 

Dichman,  E.  J 437,576 

Dorrance,  George  W 58 

Duncan,  J.  M 172,326 

Durand,  George  R 186 

Dutch,  JohnC 93 

Dyer,  Benjamin 647 

Eastman,  T.  H 33,96 

Fillebrown,  Thomas  Scott 560,614,628 

Fillebrown,  Thomas  Scott,  et  al 544 

Foster,  John  G 513, 515, 517, 520, 522, 552, 575, 576, 581, 582, 584. 587, 

612-614,  619,  621,  630,  636,  637,  647,  651,  652, 654, 662, 664, 673,(582, 683 

Fox,  G.  V 51,251 

Freeman,  S.  N 283 

Gamble,  W.  M 252,538 

Garfield,  \V.  H 148,180 

Georgetown,  S.  C,  Senior  officer  off 679 

Gibson,  William  ..* 48,49,173,187,234,235,323 

Gillespie,  W.  T 174,240,260,327,648 

Gillmore,  Q.  A 43, 49, 54, 56, 63, 117, 136, 254, 268,  273, 277,  278 

Green,  Joseph  F 32,44,154,156,241,255,521,536, 

.551,  563,  568,  569,  578,  583,  613,  617, 624, 630, 647, 651, 653, 665, 666, 670 

Green,  Joseph  F.,  et  al 331 

Gregory,  Samuel  B 153,158,159,215 
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Dahlgren,  John  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Griffin,  Thomas  J 103,255 

Grorier,  William  U 234 

Hardee,  W.  J 609 

Harrison,  N.  B 237,691 

Hatch,  J.  P 423,456,457,458 

Hawes,  D.  B 574 

Heath,  D.  P 616 

Henry,  Edmund  W 650,690 

Higginson,  F.  J 328 

Hopkins,  A ^ 104 

Hughes,  A.  K 112,323 

Hughes,  Patrick 145, 149 

Ironclads,  Commanders  of 237 

Johnson,  A.  W 106,183,248,532,556,645 

Johnson,  Henry  L.,  et  al 541 

Johnson,  M.  L 184,187,218 

Jones,  Samuel 602-604 

Kennison,  William  W 354,355,469,522 

King,  Thomas 74 

Lee,  Charles  W 467,517 

Lee,  S.  P      58 

Lenthall,  John 243 

Le  Sueur,  B.,  etal 605,608,608 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R k 323,342,451 

Luce,  Stephen  B 236,650,658,682 

Mackenzie,  A.  S 518 

Madigan,  John,  jr 510 

Magune,  J.  W 543 

Mahan,  Alfred  T 560,579 

MaiUefert,  B 139,326 

Matthews,  E.  Orville 548,646 

Meade,  R.  W.,  jr 190,192,196,197,235 

Meriam,  Frank  B 61,129,280 

Miller,  J.N 508 

Mitchell,  C.  F 463 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 26, 26, 36, 46, 61, 95, 96, 98,  TO, 

104,  121,  128,  134,  136, 137, 143, 146, 167, 210, 225, 236, 250, 262, 316, 320, 

380,  409,  436,  439,  475,  609,  514,  561, 666, 570, 575, 579, 607, 616, 647, 684 

Parker,  James 464 

Patterson,  T.  H 546,575,590,626 

Pegram,  John  C 438 

Pendergrast,  A 322 

Pennell,  I.  A 616 

Phinney,  Alvin 29 

Phythian,  R.  L 424 

Pierson,  W.  H 481 

President,  U.  S 252 

Overton,  William  A.,  etal 633 

Reynolds,  William 32, 33, 35, 72, 

111,  136,  171,  172,  174,  179,  180,212,257,276,317,512,664,562,678,625 

Rogers,  William  C 455 

Rowan,  S.  C 12,13,17,26,60,73,76,141,160,272, 

316,  317,  327,  338,  340,  341,  345,  346, 365, 390, 400, 418, 424, 435, 512, 626 
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Dahlgren.  John  A. — Continwd. 

( brrespondenoi  with 

JvU--.ll.    ]       II     

peon,  w.  T 66s 

ni,  Frank 451 

>n.  Baftu 679 

Bdrimmelfennif,  \    ...       627,629 

i: i 

Simpson,  E.,  rial I6S 

Smith,  A.  N 

W.  B ID 

Btevena,T.  H 76-78, 83, 102, 25*5. 

snihwii.  Jama 68 

Itad,  William  B 

St  one.  Edward  B  ..  *«,  468,  480,467,470, 6 18, 626,  MS>  ,649,509,  574,  637,660 

Sinn-    1.  W  563 

Swann.  B.  P 584,686,639 

T-rry.  Alfr.  ■  1  H 

Thorpe,  William,  rial 606 

Ehnmton,  i:   B 436 

tar,  K   Price 269 

Weaver,  A   W 2",l  I 

West,  tarii 473 

Whiting,  William  I> 71 

Williams,  George  W 684 

Williamson,  J.  C 6S 

Wise,  II     A     <M1 

Wood,  George  William 641 

KoUBg,  Jonathan 471,609,660 

Extract  from  diary — 

Orf.Ur  ')  to  November  18,  1863 18,19 

OetO  10,  1863 

mbez  Hi.  1863 123 

l  kmeraJ  vdm 120, 121,  58 

Mantfoned :>,'.«.  L8  14,  17,54,5 

1 16.  117,  120,  123, 151,  240,  243. 247.  253,  260,  270-272, 275,  320,  330, 
345,  350,  363, 385, 408, 412, 413,418, 432,  433,  440,  47k,  609,  -.u,  -,L-i 
i .  56$,  659, 678, 581 ,  683, 587,  593,  603, 61 7, 826.  i  B 
•d  t.i  remme  DOmmaod  Of  Booth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 412 

■   ihIh 

Ainin.lnu-iii  ->f  law  regarding  dismissals Ill 

Buil.lin^of  Torpedo  boati 231 

Relinquishes  command  temporarily  of  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Hquad- 

ron 346 

Report*  of. 

Hark.     Lose  of,  December  12,  1863 

ci-      Dritiah schooner,  running  ashore  of,  December  8. 1863  .. .       173 

aanepoo  and  Booth  Bdisto  rivi-ix.    Joint  expedition  up,  May  25-27, 

459 

Azalea  and  Fluiubfuu,  I'.  S.  steamers.     Movements  of 539 

Bark  River,  Ga.    Destruction  oi  salt  works  on N 

Uaderunners.     Movements  of 206 

Brunswick,  Ga.     Capture  of  sloop  near,  February  1, 1864 280 

QameUa,  '  .  s.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  Charleston,  8.  C 80 
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lgxen,  John  A. — Continued.  t 

lveportaof. 

irlr-fon,  S.  C. 

Bfaokadad 42,  146, S 

lntereour*e  with  foreign  OOOHll  in |! 

Low,  bj  drowning*  of  I  officer  tod  5  bmb IS 

0|*mtinnsagaiu!<t  defenses  of 3,  : 

30,4-  ioe,  in.  i 

189,187,  188,  212,  284  29  480-488,488,488 

rirtn  .if  Confederate*  for  deatmotton  of  Beef  off 8fl 

Prisoners  of  war  placed  under  tin-  at 827,684 

Union  prisoners  in 04,180 

Chatham,  Prize  steamer.     Disposition  of 178 

CtdnmWna,  I '.  B.  s.    Qaptcre  of,  May  23, 1864 440,441,446 

Cumming "»  I'oint  batteries.  S.  (        Boo      irlmentof.  by  BVtfl  M.-ui 

and  grounding  <>f  I  .  >s.  v  Lehigh,  November  16,  1H63 117 

Plocida.  :  lilitary  nj>erattonfl  in,  and deeired < «.-.  .jwr.ii i f 

puboaJa  in  8L  John's  BItot 178 

Fortress  Monroe.  Va.     Arrival  at,  from  Waahtngton,  I>.  < '  . _    360 

tort  Sumter,  S.  OL    Joint  tiombarduient  of,  October  20  nbar 

10,  1863 79 

<  iillni'-re.  Q.  A.     Relations  with 63 

Herald,  Prixe  steamer.     Firing  npon,  by  U.  S.  8.  Ottawa 

Homo,  i".  B.  s.    Condition  of 28 

Housatouic,  U.  B.  8.    Sinking  of,  February  17.  18*1 . 

Ida,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  July  8,  1 884  

Julia,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  June  27,  1864 

Keokuk,  1*.  S.  8.     Deatruetion  of  structure  prepared  for  raining 

Mcintosh  Ooort-Hooa»,  <;«..    l'.\  [.edition  to,  August  i-»,  1864  .  888,000,801 

Mahaska,  IT.  6.  ft     Cfandilfonol 

m.i i  v .  Behooner.    Capture  of,  October  is,  1863 85 

Midnight,  U.S.  bark.     Condition  of oil 

Monitors  and  ironclad*.     Equal  pay  for  crews  of '-'•'» 

Murrell'H  Inlet,  - 

Capture  of  boat'*  crew  from  I".  S.  MhoOBAf  T,    \.  Ward  in,  <  >cto- 

berSf,  L8I  •>■■: 59 

Capture  of  landing  patty  from  I*.  S.  brig  Piny  in,  ami  retaliatory 

expedition 182 

Operations  in  vicinity  of 180 

n.u  Bampettre,  T7. 8.  B.    Bnnllpox  oa board d 

N'.w  irotisiile*,  17.  B.B.    illianiiiirt  rtiaiialfcniiif.  Oululmi  n.  Iftflft    i". 

Nipsir,  1'.  6  B      •  nn.lu.-i  of,  iii  agalo 587 

Ossaliaw  Sound.     Operations  in .      182 

Paaaaie.  C.  S   S.     Survey  of  torpedo  netting  of 

Ratapwo,  l'.  S.  S.    (Condition  of 2-*>4 

Paul  Jones,  U.S. 8.    Condition  of 

Pocahontax  and  ( Vclups,  Mm  vessels.     Survey  of 878 

Port  Royal,  8.  C.     Operation  in  vicinity  of 7, 

216, 324, 546, 564. 565, 673,  HX).  828,  626,  827,  81 

Prize*.     Disposition  of 326 

Presto.  Blockade  runner.     Destruction  of,  February  2, 1884 262 

Racer,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  August  1,1884 

Refugees.    Disposition  of 

St.  John's  River.  Florida.     Operation*  in 147 


arras, 

Dahlgren,  John  A.—  < 'our in D  l****-- 

of. 

Barafa  Man,  si....,,     i    [rtnre  of,  June 26, 18*4 

i    :  '    I     v      t&lp.     lu-'.rut' M.  ('olviH-un-'w**  dvUchcd  (rom 

SuMuiuali,  «ia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 

Savannah  Rivet       Affairs  ill 

I'  v  >      l>mw  iiin^ ->f  nt. linary  ncaman  from  l~'< 

Soinmiii,  !'.  S.  81      F'c^-ii 

-•n.iiJIi  Atlantic  Blookftding  .S|ii«ilrnii 

Affair*  [.fitainin^  to 

Condition  and  needi  <>i 

41,  42.51,52,  64,70,  75,97,99,101.  109.111,  141-14:;,  U 

21 1-213,  216-21 7.  225,  I  '••'.  8  10,  24 1,  166 

506,  513,516,  51K-.V.  ..  542,   546,  .S73,  641,   656 

Disposition  ..f  wskMh 68,69,  li".  m.  I 

iflT,  242, 2S6,  289  124,885,846,847,965,  866  890,891,400,401 

105,  466,62  a,570,  671     •         28,  629,66 

Newport,  Qa.    Boat  expedition  to,   Ingnsl  16-18,  1964 

Mono  Brier,  B  <  . 

vtt.uk  upon  r.  s.  s.  Marbl«head  by  Confederate 

1  toosmbar  25,  1868 

Naval  demonstration  in,  July  I  9,  L864 654 

Supply,  D. 8. uloranhip.    Conditional 

Tor]"-")..  boats,  C  s.    Oonstmction and  tnoveiuetita of 

Tor]»odo  warfare.     Measure*  in  Dfle  against :fc»4 

Turtle  BSver.     Boat  expedition  in,  August  23  25,1864 

Wemsntte,  U  9.8     Movements  of .. .  421 

Waii-r  Witch,  U.  s.  &    Gepture of,  June 3,  1864    168,471 

Weehawkan,  r.  8,  s.    Sinking  of,  off  Charleston,  8.  •  .,  Deoeo  bet  6, 

: 161 ,  168, 165, 168,  212 

Winona,  U.  B.  s.    Conditional 339 

Renos 

Leave  of  at  nh-iicg  from  South  Atlantic  Blockading  .Squadron 31 

Tu  be  relieved  of  command  of  .South  Atlantic  Hlm-kadim;  Squadron.  431,570 

it««umeBix»nunarid  of  s>titli  Atlantic- P.l«x-k:i.  Iron   417,418 

BpeeMoidan 148,168  ■      122,685-688 

Dai  Chins,  0*8.8. 

Mentioned 66,118, 144, 176,217,242,268,266,287,276,21 

(66, 887, 888, 890, 400, 4t  11,  184,  l< 

•  -*>,  .^70,  588-501 
(>]wratiuii 

iahepoo and Sootb  Ediato riveni -  458-452 

St ■  hi.  1  TCiviT  and  vicinity.  .  . 

Tybee  Itoads,  Georgia - 183 

Orders  for  movementB. 274,291,46 

Daily,  John.    Mentioned 61 

Dallaa,  Blosei.     Mentioned 4'.i4,  18  99,501,735 

D  alt  on,  Henry  H. 

Appointad  I Duoand  I '.  3.  s.  i*ondlga 

Com  Hunter 

■Honed 

rU']«>rt  oi  operation*  in  vicinity  .if  Savannah,  Qa "71 

Snj3i«-stiiin.-  rc^inling  «i|teratiOM  in  l  icinity  of  .Savannah,  <Ja 734 

Dalton,  Thomas.     Mentioned 59 
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Pfcgs. 

Dalton,  William.     Mentioned 183 

Dana,  Edmund  L.     Mentioned 534 

Dana,  William  H. 

Mentioned 589,675 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  8.  S.  Water  Witch,  June  3,  1864 473 

Danby,  Robert. 

Mentioned 23,109,215,313,646 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  8.  8.  Montauk 507 

Dandelion,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned 7, 69, 113,  144, 176, 187, 217,  243,  258,  273-275,  277,  282,  316, 347, 

366, 390, 400, 434, 465, 524, 537, 550, 570, 588, 624, 628, 657, 676, 686 

Ordere  for  movements 274 

Russell,  James  B.,  relieved  of  command  of,  by  Charles  A.  Blanch ard 359 

Williams,  George  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  Joseph  Frost  of  command 684 

Dangaix,  Mr.    Mentioned 261 

Daniels,  Edward  8.     Mentioned 449,451,454 

Daniels,  Hampton.     Mentioned 301 

Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned 69,113,144,176,178,218,242,258, 

325,  347,  349,  366,  390,  400,  420,  434, 466, 525,550, 671, 588,629, 656, 676 
Operations. 

Against  defenses  of  Charleston,  8.  C 30 

In  Altamaha  Sound,  Georgia 99 

Orders  for  movements 559 

Dantzler,  Olin  M.     Report  of  operations  of  C.  8.  torpedo  boat  H.  L.  Hunley .      335 

Dare,  Blockade  runner.    Destruction  of,  January  7,  1864 224 

Darien,  Oa. 

Expedition  to,  July  26,  1864. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  ship  8aratoga 581 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dahlgren 581 

Operations  in  vicinity  of.     Report  of  William  Gibson 48, 49 

Dauphine,  James.     Mentioned 60,61 

David,*  C.  S.  torpedo  steamer.    Mentioned 10, 

12-17, 19,  20, 48, 50, 91, 226, 228, 229, 231, 238, 271, 273, 327, 329, 330, 332, 
335,  338,  348,  356,  358,  369,  370,  399, 405, 694, 695, 710, 711, 718,  719,  724 

Davies,  John  M.     Mentioned ." 23,24 

Davis,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 164 

Davis,  E.  D.     Mentioned 500, 502, 504 

Davis,  Francis  B.     Mentioned 384,473 

Davis,  George  T.     Mentioned 590 

Davis,  James.     Mentioned 153, 160 

Davis,  John.     Mentioned 303,452,453 

Davis,  John  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 162 

Wiltse,  G.  C 83,123,343 

Mentioned 68,92,213,342,368,405,431-133 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  8.  C.    Operations  against  defenses  of 67, 177 

Cumming's  Point,   S.  C.     Bombardment   of,    hy  Confederate    bat- 
teries, December  28,  1863 211 


•The  generic  name  of  Confederate  torpedo  boats. 
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Davis,  John  L. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.    Joint  bombardment  of,  October  26  to  November 

10,  1863 84 

Nipsic,  V.  R.  S.     Capture  of  boat  and  crew  belonging  to,  February 

26,  1864 343 

Davis,  Margaret  Y.     See  Margaret  Y.  Daris,  Schooner. 

Davis,  Obed  S.     Mentioned 598, 602 

Davis,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned m .       183 

Davis,  William  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 265 

Mentioned 32,  262, 263 

Dawson,  J.  L.     Mentioned 126, 127 

Dawson,  W.  C.     Mentioned 496 

Day,  C.     Mentioned 603 

Dayton,  E.  G.     Mentioned 528 

Dean,  Benjamin  C. 

Corre8j>ondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 559 

Reports  of. 

Altamaha  Sound,  <  ieorgia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 99 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Firing  upon  torpedo  Injat  off,  by  U.  S.  schooner 

Dan  Smith 30 

Sophia,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  March  3,  1864 349 

Deasey,  Michael.     Mentioned 183 

De  Camp,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  -I.  A 331,573 

Foster,  John  <i 559 

Green,  J.  F 651,652,666,668,669 

McClure,  <!.  M 653 

Reynolds,  William '. 137 

Rowan,  S.  C  ..; 405 

Mentioned 130,359,364,589,659 

Reports  of. 

Charleston.  S.  C. 

Attempt   to  deliver  dispatches  to  British  and  French  consuls 

in 116,131 

Blockade  of 660,672 

operations  ajrainst  defenses  of 405 

Mary  Bowers.  Steamer.     Destruction  of,  August  31,  1864 658 

Morris  Island,  S.  C.     Firing  upon  Confederate  flag  of  truce  by  bat- 
teries on 653 

Wabash,  I'.  S.  S.     Movements  of 648 

De  Ford,  Ben.     See  lien  De  Fonl,  Steamer. 
Defy,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  February:},  1864 270,271 

Mentioned 419 

Delano,  Samuel.     Mentioned 178 

Delap,  George.     Mentioned 362 

De  Marivault,  Henri.     Corresj>ondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 45,46,64 

Dennis,  John  S.     Mentioned 339 

Denson,  J.  D.     Mentioned 648-650 

Dewees  Inlet,  South  Carolina.     Depth  of  water  in 456 
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Dexter,  J.  D.  Page. 

Mentioned 360, 563, 660 

Report  of  chase  of  blockade  runner  off  Charleston,  S.  C 396 

Dial,  Thomas.     Mentioned 173 

Diamond,  Steamer.     Mentioned jt  7, 29, 41 

Dibble,  Albert  B.     Mentioned 586 

Dichman,  Ernst  J. 

Corres pondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 437 

Mentioned 44, 441, 551, 556, 590 

Re|K>rt  of  operation*  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 576 

Dickerson,  Christopher  J.     Mentioned 534 

Dickison,  John  J. 

Ment ione<  1 41 3, 415, 443, 444, 452, 454 

Rei>ort .  .f  capture  of  Y.  S.  S.  Columbine,  May  23,  1864 453 

Dinsmore,  Augusta.     See  Augusta  Dhwmore,  V.  S.  S. 

Dixon,  George  E.     Mentioned 335-337 

Doboy  Sound,  Georgia. 

Captures  made  in 177-179,270,271 

Operations  in  vicinity  of.     Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 531, 548 

Reynolds,  William 115 

See  also  Darieu,  (la.;  South  Newport,  Ga. 

Donegal,  1'.  S.  S.     Mentioned 669 

Donlin,  Thomas.     Mentioned 164 

Donnelly,  William.     Mentioned 596 

Donovan.  Thomas.     Mentioned 164 

Doolan,  Michael.     Mentioned 374 

Dore,  Nelson.     Mentioned 403 

Dornin,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 625 

For  correspondence,  see  Xaral  Station,  Baltimore,  Commandant  of. 
Dorrance,  George  W.     Report  of  communication  with  Charleston,  S.  C, 

by  flag  of  truce 58 

Downes,  John.     Mentioned 92 

Doyle,  .     Mentioned 302,  307 

Dozier,  William  G. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Chicora 705 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Tucker 693,  766 

Drake,  Andrew  J.     CorresjKindence  with  Navy  Department,  I'.  S 514 

Drake,  P.  C.     Mentioned 379 

Draper,  Asa.     Mentioned 112 

Dreyer,  Lewis  A.     Mentioned 112 

Driggers,  J.  M.     Mentioned 173 

Druid,  Steamer.     Mentioned 668,678 

Duncan,  James  M. 

A  ppointed  to  command  Y .  S.  S.  Paul  Jones 172 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 326 

Stow,  Frederick  It 164 

Mentioned 402, 524 

Dunham,  Joseph  L.     Mentioned 444 

Dunne,  John.     Mentioned 183 

Dunton,  Augustus  T.     Mentioned 50 

Du  Pont,  Admiral.     See  Admiral  IhtPont,  Chartered  xteumer. 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F.     Mentioned 65 
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Durand,  George  B. 

;n  of,  while  attempting  desinntinn  ..i  priae  steamer  Water  Wit  ! 

Mentioned 

,.(!  ..f  command  el  I    B   B.  Mohawk  and  appointed  Band 

N  I"    S.  S.  1'hilM.l.  I|.lii:L 

Durant,  Joseph  S.     Mentioned 596 

Dutch,  John  C. 

Mentioned 

U.|h.i[.-  ■•!'. 

Khigttxher,  U,  8.  bark.     1-oes  of,  March  28,  1664 

St.  Il.lena  Sound.     <'|  n 93 

Dyer,  Benjamin. 

Appointed  to  command  U,  8.  B,  Home ft47 

BaportBofaarvayoiprisi  General  8ainter  and  Hattie  Brock..  31 

E.  B.  Hale,  IS   s 

Mentioned 88, 41, 51,69,  118,  129,144,176,218,2 

360.;'  ,800,400,434,440,464, 

Operation  in  Aahapoo  ami  South  K<li«t-.  rivers 

Ordanfo]  eota 463 

E.  B.  Scribner,  Schooner.     Mentioned 

Eaaon,  James  A.     Mentioned 335 

Eastman,  Thomas  H. 

\  ppolnted  to  I'liimiiitiiil 

Flag,  is  s 33 

Memphis,  fJ.8.8 96 

Mentioned - iyw.490 

Opinion,  oonrl  ol  enquiry,  eaptnre  >-i  ' '  8.  B.  Water  Witch 188 

Eaton,  William  B.     Oonetnondence  with  Nary  Department,  V.  8 637 

Echols,  William  H.     Correspondence  with  T.  B.  Lee 125 

Eckstein.  Henry  O.     Report  of  engagement    between    Battery  Pringle  and 

1 ' .  S .  S .  M  ( 1 1 1 1 :  i  ii  k 556 

Edgerton,  E.  C.     Ooatipondenofl  with 

w,0.  n 

Valentine,  J 

Edg-ren,  John  A.     Mentioned -r>7** 

Edisto  River.     See  North  S  ■■■'■.  ''<  B&UtO  /. 

Edwards,  Drover. 

Mentioned 148,460 

Statement  of  rapt  lire  ..I   l*.S.  S.  C«]  in  nl  line,  May  23,  !Hli4 I  V.' 

Edwards,  Nathaniel  M.     Mentioned    131 

Ella  Morse,  Steamer.    Attack  upon,  by  <"<  >n federate  batteries  near  Secewi«.n- 

ville,  B.0 1^7 

Elliott,  Robert  W.  B.     Correspondence  witfe 

ftJtdeBOO,  lMwunl  (' 753 

Clarke.  John  J 743 

Is,  Charles  C,  jr 
Elliott,  8tephen,  jr. 
1   a  repponoencs  w iiii 
iv-iir.l,  <;.  T .       694 
Rhett,  Alfred 345 
Mentioned 91 
Report  of  capture  of  boat  and  crew  belonging  to  V.  S.  S.  Nipsic.  February 
IBM 
El  well,  Alonzo.     Mentioned 59-61 
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Page. 

Emanuel,  A.  C.     Mentioned 307 

Emanuel,  Amos.     Mentioned 307 

Emmons,  George  F. 

Correspondence  with  William  C.  West 43 

Mentioned 65,66,68 

Report  of  operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 67 

Epping,  Carl.     Mentioned 598 

Ericsson,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 166 

Mentioned 95,102,103,251 

Erwin  &  Hardee.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 738 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  8.  hark. 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R.,  relieved  of  command  of,  and  ordered  to  command  U.  8.  S. 

Nipsic 322 

Mentioned 144,154-156,157,176,216,217,240,242, 

258, 324, 347, 365, 390, 400, 433, 435, 466,  525,  550,  570,  588,  628,  657,  676 

Movements  of 152 

Operations  in 

Murrell's  Inlet  and  vicinity 156, 410, 41 1 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  vicinity 615 

Orders  for  movements 92 

Eutaw,  V.  8.  8. 

Mentioned 674 

Movements  of 565, 620 

Evans,  E.  W.     Mentioned 178 

Evans,  T.  A.  E.     Mentioned 750 

Exchange  of  prisoners.     See  Prisoners  of  rear. 

Fabens,  George  O.     Mentioned '. 594,600,633 

Fabian,  James  L.     Mentioned 491,499-501 

Fagan,  Louis  E.     Mentioned 156,157 

Fahkee,  U.  S.  S.      Mentioned 31,34,35 

Fardella,  Enrico.     Mentioned 534 

Farley,  William.     Mentioned 190,197,198 

Farly,  Hugh.     Mentioned '. 392 

Farragut,  David  G.     Mentioned 369,395,436,625,630,684 

Farrell,  Miss.     Mentioned 650 

Farrell,  Mr.     Mentioned 673, 674 

Feely,  John.     Mentioned 245 

Feilden,  H.  Wemyss.     Correspondence  with  H.  J.  Leary 337 

Fenner,  W.  H.     Mentioned 482 

Fenton,  Andrew.     Mentioned 88 

Fernald,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 183 

Fernandina,  Fla.     Capture  of  schooner  John  Gilpin  off,  November  28, 1863.       140 
Fernandina,  IT.  8.  bark. 

Captures  made  by 245,246 

Mentioned ." 7, 31, 69, 113, 144, 176, 21 8, 242, 258, 325, 347, 

366, 390, 400, 419, 434, 466, 468-470, 472,  525,  550,  571,  588,  629,  657,  676 

Operations  in  Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia 473 

West,  Lewis,  appointed  to  command 417 

Fife,  George  S.     Mentioned 649 

Fillebrown,  Thomas  Scott. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8. 8.  Sangammon 560 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 614,628 

Mentioned 432,655,556,589 
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Fillebrown,  Thomas  Scott — Continued.  P*ge. 

Reports  of. 

Julia,  Sloop.    Survey  of 544 

Passaic,  U.  S.  S.     Survey  of  torpedo  netting  of 532 

Finegan,  Joseph.    Mentioned 291 

Fing-al,  Steamer.    Mentioned 236,  708 

Firefly,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 401-493,496,498,501,696,729,730,767 

Movements  of 771 

Hebbard,  S.  P. ,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  Thomas  of  command 712 

Skinner,  E.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  S.  F.  Hebbard  of  command 737,  752 

Thomas,  William,  appointed  to  command 692 

Fiaer,  John  C.     Circular  instructions  regarding  signals,  Savannah,  Ga 760 

Fisher,  Mr.     Mentioned 640 

Fisher,  Frank.     Mentioned 568 

Fisher,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 300, 302 

Fisk,  Isaac.     Mentioned 270 

Fellows,  John  F.    Mentioned 534 

Flag,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 521 

Curtis,  C.  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  T.  H.  Eastman  of  command 96 

Eastman,  T.  II.,  appointed  to  command 33 

Mentioned 7,31,41,69,97,114,144,176,218, 

243, 259, 324, 331, 343, 346, 349, 366, 390, 400, 405, 433,  465,  512,  519,  524, 
537, 550, 570, 572, 583, 588, 589, 622, 629,  638,  657,  667-669,  671,  676,  686 

Orders  for  movements 100, 247, 51 1, 621, 637, 667 

Flags  of  Truce.     Correspondence  concerning  .  58, 94, 116, 130-132, 327, 527, 652-655 
Flambeau,  II.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 565 

Mentioned 7,69,113,144,176,218,240,243,260, 

325,  347, 366,  391, 401,  434, 466, 519, 525, 550, 570, 576,  588,  628,  656,  676 

Movement*  of 539 

Operations  at  Fernandina,  Fla 140 

Orders  for  movements 259,509,566 

Fleet,  Alexander  E.    Correspondence  with  Del  Kemper 203 

Flood,  Christopher. 

Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 246 

Mentioned ." 246,474 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Annie  Thompson,  January  16,  1864 245 

Florida. 

Cooperation  of  naval  force  in  aid  of  army  expedition  into,  February  5  to 
April  10,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Balch,  George  B 287,311 

DahUrren,  John  A 273,278 

Gillniore,  Q.  A 277,278,309 

Hatch,  J.  P 312 

Rowan,  8.  C 310 

Seymour,  T 289,294 

Turner,  John  W 282 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Balch,  George  B 291,295 

Dahlgren,  John  A 274,275,288 

Hatch,  J.  P 310 
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Florida — Continued.  Page. 

Cooperation  of  naval  force  in  aid  of  army  expedition  into,  February  5  to 
April  16,  1864 — Continued. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Phythian,  R.  L 274 

Reynolds,  William 275 

Rowan,  S.  C 292,297,298,309 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  Patton 316 

Balch,  George  B  . . .  282, 283, 285, 287-294, 296, 298, 300, 307, 308, 31 1-314 

Beauregard,  G.  T 315 

Board  of  survey  on  prize  steamers  General  Sumter  and  Hattie 

Brock ." 314,315 

Breese,  8.  L : 286,295,297,299 

Champion,  John  C 300 

Dahlgren,  John  A 276 

Freeman,  S.  N 283 

Furber,  E.  G 284 

Jordan,  Thomas 315 

Meriam,  Frank  B 280 

Reynolds,  William 290 

Rowan,  8.  C 299,300,308,309,310 

Sanborn,  F.  W 286,303-307 

Proposed  military  operations  in,  and  desired  cooperation  of  gunboats  in 
St.  John's  River.     Report*  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A . 179 

Reynolds,  William 179 

Florida,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 515,536-538,576,591,740 

Search  for.     Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 575 

Florida  Troops.     Mentioned.    (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  light — Battalions:  Milton,  453;  batteries,  A  (Dunham's),  444. 
Cavalry — Regiments:  2d  (Dickison),  444. 
Florida  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.)     Cavalry — Regiments:  2d,  444. 

Fly,  Schooner.     Mentioned 355 

Ford,  L.     Mentioned 468 

Ford,  Patrick.     Mentioned 625 

Foreign  men-of-war.     Movements  of 44-46, 64, 130, 180, 316, 317 

Forrest,  Moreau. 

Mentioned 9,589 

Report  of  survey  of  torpedo  netting  of  U.  S.  S.  Passaic 532 

Forsyth,  James  M.     Mentioned 476 

Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C.     Bombardment  of  Cumming's  Point  batteries  by,  and 
grounding  of  U.  8.  8.  Lehigh,  November  16,  1863.     See  Cum- 
ming's Point,  S.  C,  etc. 
Fort  Sumter,  S.  C. 

Joint  bombardment  of,  October  26  to  November  10,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

C.  P.  Williams,  U.  8.  schooner 90 

Catskill,  U.  S.  S 88 

Commodore  McDonough,  U.  8.  8 90 

Lehigh,  U.  8.  8 89 

Montauk,  U.  8.  8 89 

Patapsco,  U.S.  8 86 

Sonoma,  U.  S.  8 ' 86 
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Fort  Sumter,  8.  C. — Continued.  Page- 

Joint  bombardment  of,  October  28  to  November  10,  1863 — Continued. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 84-86 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T 91 

Dahlgren,  John  A 76 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T 90,91 

Bryson,  A 81,82 

Bunce,  F.  M 78 

Cilley,  Greenleaf 78,82 

Dahlgren,  John  A _         79 

Davis,  John  1 84 

Stevens,  T.  H 76,78,83 

Wiltoe,  G.  C 83 

Operations  against.     Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 109,114 

Mitchell,  J.  C 736 

See  also  (Jhnrlertcn,  S.  V.     Ojtenttion*  ai/ainM  defense*  of. 
Foster,  John  O. 

Correspondence  with 

De  Camp,  John 559 

Dahlgren,  John  A 513, 515, 517, 520, 522, 552, 575, 576, 581, 682, 584, 587, 

612-614, 619, 621, 630, 636, 637, 647, 651, 652,  654,  662,  664,  673,  682,  683 

Mentioned 440,441,506,522,527,529,542, 

545, 553-556, 582, 592, 604, 608, 613, 621, 635,  647,  651,  654,  681,  666,  671 
Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Affairs  in 677 

Search  for  escaped  Union  prisoners  from 664 

Foulkes,  Thomas.     See  Thomas  Foulkes,  Steamer. 

Fox,  Mr.    Mentioned 110 

Fox,  Steamer.    Mentioned 563, 651, 668, 678 

Fox,  Oustavus  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 13,51,251 

Fulton,  C.  C 332 

Mentioned 250 

Fox,  Oustavus  V. ,  Mrs.     Mentioned 252 

Frambes,  Granville  A.     Mentioned 534 

Fraser,  Judge.     Mentioned 308 

Frazier,  H.  B.     Mentioned 178 

Frederickson,  W.     Mentioned 195 

Freeman,  Arthur  C.     Mentioned 491, 499, 501 

Freeman,  Simeon  N. 
Correspondence  with 

Cochran,  J 194 

Furl>er,  K.  G 284 

Mentioned 189 

Reports  of. 

St.  Mary's  River.     Operations  in 283 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.     Attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  Marhlehead  by 

Confederate  latteries  on,  Decerning  25, 1863 193 

French,  Oustavus  E.     Mentioned 310 
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French,  Hayden  T.     Mentioned 131,132 

French  Men-of-War.    Movements  of.    See  Foreign  Men-of-  War. 

French  Minister  to  the  United  States.     Mentioned 130 

Fripp, .    Mentioned 204 

Frost,  Jos. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Oleander 339 

Mentioned 624,684 

Fuller,  George  W.    Mentioned 420 

Fulton,  Steamer.     Mentioned 36,101,109,161,185,428 

Fulton,  C.  C.    Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox 332 

Furber,  Edward  G. 

Mentioned 283,556,658 

Report  of  operations  in  St.  Mary's  River 284 

3h  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Churchill,  W.  L.,  appointed  to  command 646 

Mentioned 31 ,  69, 97, 113, 144, 176, 217, 242, 258, 324, 334, 346, 

349,  365,  390,  400,  433, 456,  465,  524,  550,  568,  670,  588,  616, 629, 657, 677 

Gtage,  James.     Mentioned 116 

Gtaillard,  Christopher.     Report  of  capture  and  abandonment  of  blockade 

runner  Little  Ada,  March  25,  1864 379 

Ehury,  George.     Mentioned 568 

Gtallagher,  James.     Mentioned 408 

Gtaxnble,  John  L.     Mentioned 447 

Gamble,  William  M. 

Appointed  to  command 

Sonoma,  V.  S.  S 413 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S 252 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 638 

Mentioned 419 

Gardner, .     Mentioned 302, 307 

Gardner,  Captain.     Mentioned 362 

Gardner,  William  M.     Mentioned 315 

Garfield,  Walter  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 171 

Mentioned 23 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Home  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S. 

bark  Midnight 148 

Reports  of. 

Defy,  schooner.    Capture  of,  February  3,  1863 270 

Hampton  River,  Georgia.     Impracticability  of  entering 180 

Gaulden  (or  Gaulding),  "William  B. 

Correspondence  with  editor  of  Savannah  Republican 811 

Mentioned 599-601, 603, 605, 610, 612 

General  Hunter,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Destruction  of,  by  torpedo  in  St.  John's  River,  April"  16,  1864 314 

Mentioned 281 

General  Orders. 

Confederate 709 

Union 120,121,310,586,599,632,680 

General  Sumter,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  March  12,  1864 293-295,301-309,314 

Mentioned 297,419,422,426,430,437 

Operations  in  St.  John's  River 430 

General  Whiting,  Steamer.    Mentioued 668,678 


808  INDEX. 

Genther,  Samuel.     Mentioned 478,482,489 

George  Chisolm,  Schooner.     Mentioned 286 

George  Mangham,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Destruction  of  blockade  runner,  January  7,  1864 224 

Loss  of  boat's  crew  from,  December  17,  1863 182, 183 

Mentioned 152, 154-158, 217, 240, 242, 

258,  324,  346,  365,  390,  400,  418,  433,  465,  525,  550,  571,  588,  629, 657,  676 

Operations  in  Murrell's  Inlet -. 156, 158, 340 

Orders  fur  movement* 47, 180, 391 

George  W.  Rodgers,*  I".  8.  schooner.     Mentioned 512 

Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Captures  made  off 467 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

<  >rders  and  instructions.     John  A.  Dahlgren 326, 645, 679 

Rej»ort  of  S.  (,'.  Rowan 401 

Georgia,  Brig.     Mentioned 419, 568 

Georgia,  C.  S.  floating  battery. 

Description  of 702,  703 

Mentioned 106,, 

112,  491,  495,  500,  501,  515,  536,  538,  696-698,  725,  732,  747,  767,  770,  773 
Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  Guerard's,  768. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  21st,  (50,62,160,161;  29th,  610.     Regiments:  3d,  639; 

4th,  260;  5th,  160, 173. 
Infantry— Regiments:  1st  (Regulars),  567;  3d  (State  Guard),  648;  57th 

346;  63d,  346. 
Miscellaneous — Coast  Battalion  Militia  (Gauldeifs),  610. 

Georgiana,  Steamer.     Mentioned 659 

Geranium,  I*.  S.  S. 

Loss  of  l>oat's  crew  from,  December  1 7,  1 863 182, 183 

Mentioned 86, 101, 113, 

144,  147,  148,  154,  176,  217.  242,  255,  258,325,347,365,390,400,434,466, 
525.  539,  542,  -54v»,  550,  555,  569,  571,  574,  588,  629,  645,  657,670,676,679 

Orders  for  movements 128 

Gibbs,  George  C.     Mentioned 478 

Gibbs,  Henry  L.     Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  skirmish  on  Chech  essee 

River 389 

Gibson,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 235 

Rowan,  S.  C 319, 320 

Mentioned 23, 100, 115, 173, 419, 431, 432, 524 

Relieved  of  command  <>f 

Catskill,  t".  S.  S.,  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Nipsic 237 

Nipsic,  l".  S.  S.,  and  appointee!  to  command  I*.  S.  S.  Sonoma 323 

Sonoma,  I*.  S.  S 413 

Reports  of. 

Catskill,  l".  S.  S.     Protection  of,  against  torpedoes 234 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of 392 

Escape  of  blockade  runner 268 

Operations  against  defenses  of 187 

Darien,  Ga.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 48, 40 


•Mentioned  in  this  volume  us  the  Shark. 
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Pace- 

Gifford,  John  L.     Mentioned 568 

Gift,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  \V.  W.  Hunter 749, 751 

Mentioned 759,  764 

Gile,  Frank  8.     Mentioned 118,120,121 

Gillespie,  William  T. 

C<  irrespondenee  with  J.  A .  Dahlgren 327 

Mentioned 35, 261, 640, 642-644, 649, 673 

Reports  of. 

Antoinette,  British  schooner.     Running  ashore  of,  December  8,  1863.       173 

Brunswick,  Ga.     Capture  of  sloop  near,  February  1 ,  1864 260 

St.  Simon's  Sound.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 648 

Satilla  River,  South  Carolina.     Destruction  of  sawmill  on, 

December  31, 1863 240 

April  7,  J864 395 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 43, 49, 54, 56, 117, 136,  254, 268, 273,  277,  278 

Reynolds,  William 406 

Rowan,  S.  C 309, 310, 363, 364, 381,  398, 401 ,  404 

Mentioned 9, 18, 27, 

45,  46, 53, 55, 58, 64-67, 80,  84-86, 93, 114-116, 123,  213,  269, 276,  2S0, 290, 
29S,  299,  312,  815,  317,  329,  380,  391,  395,  403,  418,  420,  430, 431, 663, 695 

Relations  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 63 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 702,  704,  705,  712,  729,  730 

Mentioned 706, 707, 725, 754 

Gilpin,  John.     See  John  OUplu,  Schooner. 
Gladiolus,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 542, 550, 570, 588, 626, 635, 656, 670, 676 

Orders  for  movements 521 

Glass,  Henry.     Mentioned 195, 590 

Gl  as  sell,  William  T. 

Attack  upon  V.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides  by  torpedo  l)oat  under  command  of, 

October  5,  1863 10-21 

Mentioned 11, 13 

Gleason,  John  H.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 509 

Glenn,  William  H.     Mentioned 534 

Goghan,  Edward.     Mentioned 164, 165 

Golder,  Hamilton. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 496 

Mentioned 491, 497,  499-501 

Report  of  capture  of  V.  S.  S.  Water  Witch,  June  3,  1864 494 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M. 

Mentioned 490 

opinions  of  court  of  enquiry,  capture-of  V,  S.  S.  Water  Witch 488 

Gordon,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  Iialch 234,  437 

Mentioned 22, 189, 190, 196, 424, 426, 445-448, 450, 451, 466 

Report  of  capture  of  I.'.  S.  S.  Columbine,  May  23,  1864 441 

Gorman,  Michael.     Mentioned 389 

Gould,  John.     Mentioned 74 
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Granger,  George  J.  Page 

Mentioned .....       5fl2 

Promotion  of.  for  gadant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  capture  of  U.  8.  8. 

Water  Witch 505 

Grant,  Profeator.     Menti<  -ned 238 

Grant,  Horace  D.     Mentioned 534 

Grant,  Ulysses  8.     Mentioned 145, 406. 507, 527, 591, 594 

Gray,  M.  M.    Correspondence  with 

Tucker.  J.  K 721 

Maury,  Dahney  H 337 

Gray,  Thaddeus  8.     Mentioned 482, 489, 501 

Green,  Joseph  F. 

A  ppointed  commander  off  Charleston.  S.  C 536, 578 

Correspondence  with 

Baleh,  tieorge  B 620 

Charleston  Bar.  S.  C.     Senior  otfieer  <>ff?hore  hlockade 552 

Dahlgren,  J.  A  :I2. 154.241.521.551,569.613,647,651,666 

De  Camp,  J  648,  651-653. 65S,  660, 666, 668, 669, 672 

Dexter,  J.  D 398 

(iilwon,  William 268 

Kempton,  Z. ,  et  al —       572 

Rowan.  S.  C 319, 370, 416 

Schimmelfennig.  A 638, 654 

S  potts,  J.  H 157 

Williamson,  .1.  C 552,558,637 

Mentioned..  4.  •">'.•.  m,  85. 155, 273. 332. 333.  341.420,  431, 432. 589, 619, 646, 650, 655 
Reports  of. 

Bull's  Bay,  S.  C.    Operations  in  363 

Charleston,  S,  C 

Blockade  of 255, 348, 425, 568, 670 

Destruction  of  blockade  runner  off 624 

obstruct  ions  in  harU.r  of 630 

Operations  against  defenses  of 583 

llousatonic,  I'.  S.  S.     Sinking  of.  February  17,  1S64 327,331 

Mary  Bowers,  Steamer.     Destruction  of,  August  31,  1864 659 

Morris  Island,  S.  ('.     Firing  upon  Confederate  flag  of  truce  by  bat- 
teries on 653 

Murrell's  Inlet,  S.  C.     Retaliatory  expedition  to 156 

Pocahontas,  Schooner.     Capture  of •  563 

Racer,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  August  1,  1864 617 

Tisiphone,  II.  I.  M.S.     Movements  of 44 

Green,  Joseph  F.,  et  al.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 331 

Greene,  William.     Correspondence  with  C.  Oaillard 379 

Greger,  John.     Mentioned 178 

Gregory,  Francis  H.     Mentioned 95 

Gregory,  Samuel  B. 

Mentioned 152, 155, 156, 159, 180 

Relieved  of  command  of  V.  S.  brig  Berry  and  appointed  to  command 

V.  S.  S.  Potomska 215 

Report  of  capture  of  landing  party  from  I".  S.  brig  Perry  in  Murrell's 

Inlet,  DecemlH-r5,  1863  ". 153,158,159 

Gregory,  Samuel  B.,  jr.     Mentioned 153, 159,160 

Grieve,  Charles.     Mentioned 561 


INDEX.  811 

Griffin,  Thomas  J.  Page. 

Mentioned 31, 48, 51,  79, 102, 168 

Rej  »orts  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Removal  of  obstructions  in  harbor  of 103 

Patapseo,  1'.  S.  S.     Condition  of 255 

Griffith,  John.     See  John  Griffith,   V.  S.  mnrtnr  xchoonrr. 

Griggs,  William  W.     Mentioned 11 

Grimball,  Paul.     Mentioned 392, 393, 591, 593 

Grimball,  Thomas.     Mentioned 71 ,  392, 593 

Grogan,  Joseph.     Mentioned 164 

Grover,  Ira  Glanton.     Mentioned 534 

Grozier,  William  TJ.     Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk 234 

Guerard,  John  W.     Mentioned 768 

Gunn,  John.     Mentioned 156, 157 

Gurney,  William.     Mentioned 223, 364, 420, 563, 583 

Guss,  Henry  R.     Mentioned 140 

Gwathmey,  Washington. 

Corresjionence  with  \V.  W.  Hunter 773 

Mentii  med 106, 494, 697,  732 

H.  L.  Hunley,*  Ton  ft -derate  submarine  torpedo  boat. 

Mentioned 229, 231 ,  238, 337 

Sinking  of  V.  S.  S.  Housatonic  by.     See  Ihwmtoniv,   V.  S.  S.     Sinking 
"J,  ete. 

Sinking  of,  and  loss  of  crew 692 

Hackett,  John.     Mentioned 188, 191 

Haffards,  William.     Mentioned 348, 473, 556 

Hagood,  Johnson.     Correspondence  with  <J.  T.  Beauregard 91 

Hale,  E.  B.     See  /•-'.  /?.  Hair,  l\  S.  S. 

Hall,  Josiah.     Mentioned , 534 

Hall,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 310 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  <  i.  Foster 664,  677 

Mentioned 64,  408 

Hallier,  Master.     Mentioned 35 

Halstead,  Israel  T.     Relieved  of  command  of 

Iris.  I".  S.  S 561 

Jonquil,  I*.  S.  S.,  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Iris 407 

Hamilton,  Thomas.     Mentioned 126, 127 

Hamlin,  John  C.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  1'.  S 521 

Hammond,  James  H.     Mentioned 515 

Hamp,  William.     Mentioned 169 

Hampton,  Vessel.     Mentioned 437 

Hampton  River,  Georgia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Order  of  William  Reynolds 171 

Reports  of 

<  iarlield,  Walter  II 180 

Van  A lstine,  ('.  J 420 

Hand,  Henry  W.     Rejtort  of  survey  of  prize  sloop  Buffalo 372 

Hanford,  William  C.     Mentioned 381, 382 

Hanleiter,  Cornelius  R.     Re) torts  of. 

Savannah,  <  la.,  oj>erations  in  vicinity  of 738 

Water  Witch,  l'.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  June  3,  1864 493, 496 

Hannah,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  March  11,  1864 361 

•Also  referred  to  ns  the  American  Diver. 
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Pmre. 

Hannibal.  

Hardee,  William  J      OoowpoodenoB  witik  J     v  D 609 

Hardin,  James  H. 

i •'it'*. 545 

Statement  oi  »C  Georgia 

Harding-,  Mr.     Meutii>m-<l        

Hard  Times,  BtflUQ  Sal      I  Bpfeove  of 

Hiiriuony,  David  B.     Mentioned 

Harmony,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned — 

Harriet  A.  Weed,  1'.  S.  Anin  steamer, 

Deetroetioa  of,  tn  St  John's  Hiver,  by  torpedo,  May  10 

M.'I.Ti..||«-.l ' 

Harriet  Lane,  17.  S.  S.     Mentioned 

Harriman,  George  A.     Mentioned 

Harriman,  Walter.      Menti  >ned 

Harris,  Charles.    (Statement  of  ■ffaim  in  Charleston,  S.  C 

Harris,  Thomas.     Mentioned 

Harris,  Thomas  C. 

Mentioned 171 

Report  i  t  operations  in  Skull  Cn  >uth  i  larolina 

Harrieon,  H.  K.     Mentioned 

Harrison,  Napoleon  B. 
Appointed  to  mmmtid 

OBJMadfidfua,  I     B.  6 

Ca^kill.  U.  B.8  

OorreepoDdenoe  with  William  Reynold* 

Mentioned   481,432,589,62 

Hartshorn,  Captain.      Mi-nfi.in.il 

Harvest  Moon.  I'.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 288, 346, 347, 360, 368,  381 ,  401 

I.. I.  166,  170,619,520,622 
I 

Oidan  Boor  movements 260 

Hatch,  John  P. 

CorreBpornlciir.'  i  ih 

Bakb,  George  B 311, 

r.ii.  ,1.   A ! 

i  feneral  order :;!" 

Mentioned 299,430,431,506, 

.it  ,.,i  opeimtioM  in  vicinity  •>(  Savannah,  Ga 680 

Hattie.     BOO  limtir  BUk  '  .    ■ 
Hattie  Brock,  Steamer. 

-   . i -t . .. ■■  ■ .:".  Mason  M.  L964 301-309,316 

Mentioned 294,295,300,316 

Hawes,  0.  W.     Mentioned 356 

Hawes,  David  B.     Appointed  to  o  Qunelia 574 

Hawkins,  Isaac  R.     M  534 

Hawley,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 96 

Hayes,  Edwin  L.     Mentioned 534 

Haynes,  M  r.     Mentioned 

Hayward,  George  W.     Mentioned  

Hazeltine,  Edward  C     Mentioned.   .  . 

Hazelton,  Jarvis  T.     Mentioned  478,480 
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Page. 

Heath,  David  P.     Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Racer,  August  1 ,  1864 616 

Hebbard,  Samuel  F.     Relieved  of  command  of 

Firefly,  ('.  S.  S 737,  752 

Sampson,  ('.  S.  S.,  and  appointed  to  command  C.  H.  S.  Firefly 712 

Heckman ,  Charles  Adams.     Mentioned 534 

Heerishers,  M  r.     Mentioned 598 

Helms,  Amos.     Mentioned 126, 127 

Henderson,  Alexander.     Mentioned 188, 191 

Henderson,  William  (Acting  master's  mate).     Mentioned 219 

Henderson,  William  ( Seaman ) .     Mentioned 153, 160 

Hendrick  Hudson,  l".  S.  S.     Movements  of 174 

Hendrickson,  John.     Mentioned 598 

Henry,  Edmund  W. 

Appointed  to  command  I'.  S.  S.  Lodona 650 

Relieved  of  command  of  l*.  S.  S.  Lodona  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Nipsic 690 

Henry,  Patrick.     Sec  Patrick  Henri/,  < '.  S.  S. 
Herald,*  Steamer. 

Capture  of 49 

Kscapt'  <>f,  from  Parien,  <ia 48 

Firing  upon,  by  t*.  S.  S.  Ottawa 73-75 

Mentioned 100 

Heroine,  Steamer.     Mont ii  ined 355 

Hester,  Joseph  G.     Mentioned 564,594 

Hibbards,  George.     Mentioned 392 

Higgins,  Edward.     Mentioned 654 

Higgins,  William.     Mentioned 625 

Higginson,  Francis  J. 

Mentioned 329 

Report  of  sinking  of  I".  S.  S.  Ifousatonic,  February  17,  1864 328 

Higinbotham,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 534 

Hill,  Ambrose  P.     Mentioned 369 

Hill,  Chase.     Mentioned 478,  481, 495 

Hill,  Henry.     Mentioned 480 

Hines,  Richard  B.     Report  of  survey  of  prize  sloop  Buffalo 372 

Hobbie,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 451 

Hogan,  Michael.     Mentioned 173 

Hogue,  William  8. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 763 

Mentioned 11 

Hoise,  8.  O.     Mentioned 305 

Holbrook,  Lyman.     Mentioned 342,344 

Holland,  James  G.     Mentioned 183 

Home,  l".  S.  S. 

Condition  of 23 

Dyer.  I'.enjamin,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  R.  Stoddard  of  command 647 

Garfield,  W,  II.,  relieved  of  command  of,  and  ordered  to  command  lT.  S. 

bark  Midnight 148 

Mentioned 7.  24,  51,  69, 113, 144, 149, 176, 217,  242,  244, 

258,  325,  347,  365,  3SK),  434,  465,  525,  550, 568-570, 588, 600, 629, 656, 676 
Orders  fur  movements 569 


•Formerly  Lauuir. 


Hood,  Arthur. 

I 

i  orti  of. 

Molntoflfa Court-Hot       I  a  to,  August  1-4,  L884 »•<«' 

Sonlfa  Newport  (.:..    Boat  expedition  to,  Apgnst  16-18,  1S64 884 

Booglejt Oonfoderatie vessel.    Mentioned     51  i 

Hope,  I".  S.  school  | 

Capture*  inu'li-  I iv 

itioned 31,41 

S8, 628,6: ' 
Hopkins,  Alfred.      Appointed  to  eOUUDOnd  I'.  S.  S   SfiKi* 104 

Horse,  Conrad.    Mentioned 

Houghton,  A.     Set'  A.  Hn'i'jfUtm,  I  .  8  tmrk. 

Houghton,  Charles.     Bm  Okarlm  BongAfoa,  I .  &  '    import 

Houlihan,  Partrick  W.     Mentioned tflfi 

Housatonic  I      S,  S. 

Low  of  boats  ■  i  a  peek  Of 368,  307 

Mentioned 81,41,00,93 

1 13, 144, 149,  17'n  Big,  917, 949, 944, 956,  894, 

401 ,  405,  491,  429. 4ii4,  4(16, 519.  695,  66  L, 671, 689, 6  .  888 

Sinkiii.i?  of ,  of  I ,i '    '■         \   (      I      'll'inariiit'  topedo  boat  il.    I 

lliuiU-y.  February  17,  1964 

Attract  lojr  ol  U.  3,  S.  (  k&a&dolgtit  ■ 

Couiinuiii.-.iti 

Flelden,  EL  W 837 

Gray,  MM 

i  nf  enquiry. 

331 

Proceeding 

Extra,  t  from  I hartaton  Daily  < lonriex 336 

Hotel  regarding  the  Mibmarine  turpedo  boat   l.y  J.  H.  Totnl-,  ('.  S. 

Savj 334 

Order  of  O.  T.  Beauregard 

order  of  i.  A.Dah]gNn  regaining  precautionary  measures 330 

Reports  of 

Becongerd,  <;.  T 

«  -lmr.-l.il  1.  W.  I 

Dahlirren,  J.  A 

Dnnl  i 

I     I       -- 8 

I 

Rowan,  B.  G 327 

Hovey,  Christopher  P.     Mentioned 628 

Howard,  Charles  W.     Mentioned        10,'  S,19 

Howard,  Toby.     Mentioned 

Howell,  Joshua  B. 

Oorreepondem  <  irlth  iTemne  B  Bailey 368 

Mentioned 869, 

Howes,  Goorgo  F.     Mentioned 409 

Hudgins,  William  E.     Mentioned 770 

Hudson,  Hendrick.     See  Hendrick  //• 

Hughes,  Aaron  K.     Report*  of. 

Obnarroo,  r.  s.  s.     Barsting  of  gun  on 323 

Waesew  Sound,  (ieor^ia.    Operatione  la  vicinity  of     119 

Winyali  Bay,  B.  C.    Operation*  in 400 
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Hughes,  Patrick.  Page. 

Mentioned 101,162,167 

Report  of  condition  of  ironclads 145. 149 

Hunley,  H.  L.     Mentioned 692 

Hunley,  H.  L.     See  //.  L.  Hunley,  Confederate  submarine  torjtedo  boat. 

Hunter.     See  General  Hunter,  Steamer. 

Hunter,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 534 

Hunter,  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Ilanleiter,  C.  R 493,738 

Hooti,  A 609,634 

Mentioned 760 

Hunter,  Thomas  T.     Mentioned 230, 677, 697,  705,  706,  732 

Hunter,  William  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Edward  C 711, 762, 763, 773 

Brockinjrton,  Samuel  A 109 

Brooke,  J.  M 708,719,725 

Brent,  Thomas  \V 770 

Carries,  \V.  W 496-498,  722,  725,  738-741 

Dalton,  II.  H 734,735,746,771 

Erwin  A  Hardee 738 

Gift.  ( leorge  W 749,  751 

Ciihner,  J.  F 702,  704,  705,  712,  729,  730 

(bolder,  II 494, 496 

( •  ranger,  (ieorge  J 505 

Gwathmey,  VV 773 

I Iebbanl/s.  F 712 

I  lojrue,  W.  S 763 

Jones.  W.  C 495 

Kennard,  J.  S 706,  708,  715,  716,  764 

Lee,  S.  S 498-500, 504 

MeAdam,  S.  H • 759 

MeCrady,  John 729,750 

McLaughlin,  A 749 

McUwfi,  1 738, 742,  753,  756,  7(«-765,  768-770 

Marmaduke,  Henry  II 772 

Maxwell.  J.  A 491 

Mercer.  II.  W  714-716,727 

Mills,  Thomas  B 731,737,747 

Mitchell,  J.  K 692 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. .  5O:*-505,  704,  720,  725,  728,  729,  74:?,  752,  759,  766,  772 

Pelot,  Thomas  P 491, 493 

Pendergr&st,  A 499, 503 

Pierson,  W.  H 483,  484,  505 

Pinkney,  R.  F 10(5,713-717,724,725 

Pollock,  W.  W 768 

Price,  Joseph 494, 495, 501,505,  758,  766 

Seymour,  L 493 

Skinner,  K.  W 737,  752 

Tattnall,  Josiah 696,749,761,762 

Thomas,  William 692 

Tucker,  J.  R 718,719,744 

Yaughan,  II.  L 769 
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Hunter,  William  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Warley,  A.  F 746,765,768,770 

Williams,  Henry 767 

Mentioned 106,  399, 474, 483-485, 494, 505, 698,  756,  760, 773 

Reports  of. 

Savannah,  C.  S.  ironclad. 

Bursting  of  gun  on 708 

Desertion  of  boat's  crew  from,  November  9,  1863 107, 108 

Savannah  Squadron.     List  of  vessels  comprising 767 

Savannah,  Ga.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 696, 

716,  719,  722, 723,  731,  734,  739,  745,  749,  769,  771,  773 

Water  Witch,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  June  3,  1864 495, 498-500, 502,  740 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer. 

Demonstration  of  enemy  against 739, 742 

Efforts  to  remove  from  Vernon  River  to  Savannah,  Ga 742,  758,  761 

Libeling  of 758 

Wilmington,  N.  C.     Detail  of  men  sent  to 767 

Request  for  return  of  crew  of  C.  S.  S.  Isondiga  from  Charleston,  S.  C 691 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 177-179, 219-222 

Mentioned ." 31,  41,  69, 1 13, 144, 176,  218,  242,  258, 325, 347, 350, 366, 390, 

400,  420,  434,  463,  466,  472,  507,  519,  525, 550, 571, 589, 629, 657,677, 686 

Orders  for  movements 115, 464 

Hydrangea,  U.  S.  S. 

Movements  of 691 

Orders  for  movements -. 412 

Ida,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  July  8,  1864 562 

Mentioned 594 

Indian  Chief,  C.  S.  receiving  ship. 

Dozier,  W.  <  J. .  relieved  of  command  of,  by  J.  H.  Rochelle 693 

Mentioned ". 227,  229,  232, 233, 337,  706,  766 

Iosco,  I".  S.  S.     ( )rders  for  movements 514 

Iris,  U.  S.  S. 

Chadwick,  Henj.  II.,  ordered  to  relieve  Israel  T.  Halstead  of  command...       561 

Malstead,  Israel  T. ,  appointed  to  command 407 

Mentioned 101, 1 13, 144, 175, 176,  217, 242,  258, 317, 

319,  325,  347,  365,  31H),  400, 434,  465, 524, 537,  .550, 570, 588,  629, 657, 676 

Movements  of 321 

Orders  for  movements 95 

Ironclads,  C.  S.     Qualities  and  condition  of 136,  228, 230, 694, 699-702,  708 

Ironclads,  U.  S. 

Care  of 186,237,510,641 

Commanding  officers  of 36, 92,  262, 509 

Correspondence  regarding  equal  pay  for  crews  serving  on  monitors  and..       25, 

26,46,134 

Passage  of,  from  Port  Royal  to  Charleston,  S.  C 172 

Possibility  of  withdrawal  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C 575, 630,  661-663 

Qualities  and  condition  of 37-41, 

64, 95, 101, 134, 135, 141, 142, 145, 149, 170, 214, 249, 251,  254, 533 
Ironsides.     See  AVw  /romtides,  V.  S.  .V. 

Ironsides,  Jr.,  V,  S,  bark.     Mentioned 113, 

144, 176,  217,  242,  258, 325, 347, 366, 390, 400, 434, 465 
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Page 

Irving,  Thomas.     Mentioned 118-121 

Island  City,  U.  8.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned 280,284 

Isondiga,  0.  8.  S. 

Dalton,  H.  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  J.  8.  Kennard  of  command 746 

Description  of 703 

Detail  of  crew  of,  to  Charleston,  8.  C 691,692 

Mentioned 105, 

499, 697, 703,  716,  732,  735, 737,  745-747,  759,  763,  764, 767, 770 

Movements  of 771 ,  773 

Orders  for  movements 706-708,  713-715 

Skinner,  E.  W.,  relieved  of  command 752 

Jackson,  Richard.    Mentioned 659 

Jackson,  William.    Mentioned 183 

Jacksonville,  Fla.     See  St.  John's  River.     Operations  in. 
James  Adger,  U.  S.  8. 

Chase  of  blockade  runner  off  Santee  River 626 

Mentioned 546,550,560,570,576,588-590,628,635,656,676 

Movements  of 622 

Orders  for  movements 533, 545, 590 

James  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Information  obtained  from  deserter  from 223 

Proposed  operations  against.     Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 591-593 

See  also  Charleston  S.  C     Operations  against  defenses  of. 

Jeffery,  Richard  W.    Mentioned 483 

Jenkins,  Mr.    Mentioned 117 

Jenkins,  John. 

Mentioned 201,204,698,699 

Reports  of. 

John's  Island,  South  Carolina.    Picket  observations  on 701, 

712,721,724,726,728 
Stono  River.    Attack  upon  U.  S.  8.  Marblehead  by  Confederate  bat- 
teries on,  December  25,  1863 202,207 

Jenkins,  Eat.    Mentioned 183 

John  Adams,  U.  8.  ship.  Mentioned. . .  69, 113, 144, 176, 209, 217, 242, 244, 258, 325, 
332, 347, 365, 390, 397, 400, 420, 434, 465, 524,  550,  552,  558,  563,  568-570, 
578, 583, 588, 617, 620, 624, 628,  630,  637,  651-653,  656,  659,  665-670,  676 

John  Gilpin,  Schooner.     Seizure  of,  November  28,  1863 140 

John  Griffith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned 676 

Movements  of 668 

John's  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Confederate  picket  observations  on 710-712, 71 7, 721, 724, 726, 728 

Proposed  reconnoissance  of. 
Communications  from 

Rowan,  S.  C 319 

Schimmelfennig,  A 318 

Terry,  Alfred  H 317,320 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  C.  Rowan 319,320,321 

Reportof  8.  C.  Rowan 317 

Operations  on.  See  Stono  River.  Attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead  by  Con- 
federate batteries  on,  December  SB,  1863. .  Also  Stono  River.  Naval 
demonstration  in,  July  1-9,  1864. 
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Pmx. 
Johnson,  A.  T.     Mentioned 205 

Johnson,  Andrew  W. 

raBflPonden 

|gn  ii.  ,1.  a 

i  ry  C . 

Mentioned ' 

Belie  umd  i  >i   I  .  E    -  crintod  to  © 

&£e&|go 532 

BeportB  <>f. 

Choi:  i    Ifoirell'l  Inli't.  South  Ctrolina      Rwminatfcwi   -»f 

etween  402 

Moatank,  XT.  8.  &    Engagement  between  Bettorj  Pringie  end,  July 

I 556 

Savannah  (  .  s   Ironclad.     Desertion  of  boat'*  arew  from,  Nova 

'■>.  IB63 106 

-nvannal)  Rivet     Operation*  in 1X3.248 

Johnson,  Edward.     Mentioned 528 

Johnson,  Francis.     Mentioned    482 

Johnson,  George  A.     Mentioned -'•'•-268 

Johnson,  George  P.     M  34&8M 

Johnson,  Henry  J.     Mentioned 301 

Johnson,  Henry  L. 

Mentioned 500 

K«-|H>rt  "i  -nrvcy  ->\  hIih.i* 

Julia 544 

Sarah  Mary 

Johnson,  James  H.     Mentioned 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L. 

Mentioned - 54 ! 

Report  ofepeittionftegetauri  defenses  of  Charleston,  s  r Ifl 

Johnson,  Philip  C,  jr.     Mentioned 200,202,203 

Johnson,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 

Johnson,  W.  P.    Mentioned 206 

Johnson,  W.  8.    Mentioned 500,502.504 

Johnson,  William.     0  nee  with  &   C    Rowan 

Johnson,  William  J.     Mentioned 

Johnson  <ft  Higgins.      U  I I8S 

Johnston,  George.     Mentioned 508 

Johnston.  Isham  L.     Mentioned 508 

Johnston,  Joseph  £. 

Ooneipondenoe  tritii  Wu  I  lepnti nt,  C.  8 720 

Mentioned 722.783.7S6 

Johnston,  Oscar  F.     Mentioned 788 

Jones,  Mr.    Mentioned - 

Jones,  Allen.    Mentioned -411 

Jones,  Charles  C,  jr. 

Oorreepondanoe with  K.  W.  B.  BUioti 755 

Mentioned.... 754.757 

Jones,  E.  Holt.     Merit-inu^l 501 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke.     Mentioned 

Jones,  Paul.     Bee  /'<««'/  Jour*,  V.  S.  S. 

Jones,  B.     Mentioned 664 


.L 
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Jones,  Samuel.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Pattern 463 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 602-604 

Le  Sueur,  B 603 

Taliaferro,  W.  B 747,748,751 

Tucker,  J.  R 736,744,748 

Mentioned 421, 528, 530, 601, 605, 607, 633, 635, 655,  766, 768, 769 

Jones,  W.  B.     Mentioned 495,497 

Jones,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 495 

Mentioned 491,493,499 

Jones,  William  F.     Correspondence  with  J.  R.  Tucker 705 

Jonquil,  U.  S.  S. 

Chadwick,  B.  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  I.  T.  Halstead  of  command 407 

Grieve,  Charles,  ordered  to  relieve  Benjamin  H.  Chadwick  of  command.      561 

Mentioned 86,101,113,144,175,176,218,242,258, 

325, 332, 347, 365, 390, 400, 434, 465,  525,  550, 553,  571,  588,  629,  657,  676 
Jordan,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Patton 316 

Walker,  W.  8 718 

For  correspondence  as  chief  of  staff,  see  Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Joslin,  George  C.     Mentioned 534, 639, 640 

Julia,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  June  27,  1864 543-545 

Juniper,  U.  S.  S.     Orders  for  movements 559 

Juno,  C.S.S.    Mentioned 697 

Juno,  Steamer.     Mentioned 369, 370, 429 

Jupiter,  Steamer.     Mentioned 7,29,41 

Justice,  Berry.     Mentioned 307 

Keating,  John.     Mentioned 65 

Keefe,  Peter.     Mentioned 153,160 

Kelly,  James.     Mentioned 183 

Kelly,  John  P.     Mentioned 178 

Kelly,  William  W.  J.     Mentioned 498 

Kemper,  Del. 

Mentioned 199-202,206-209 

Report  of  attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead  by  Confederate  batteries  on 

St ono  River,  December  25,  1863 203-205 

Kempton,  Zaccheus. 

Mentioned 568,630 

Report  of  survey  of  prize  vessels  Pocahontas  and  Cyclops 572 

Kennard,  Joel  S. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 706,  708,  715,  716,  764 

Mentioned 494,697,707,732,745,761,768 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Isondiga 746 

Kennedy,  Eli.     Mentioned 62 

Kennedy,  B.  M.  C.     Mentioned 692 

Kennison,  William  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 522 

Reynolds,  William 417 

Mentioned 474 
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Kennison,  William  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Alliance,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 398 

Savannah,  Ga.     Affaire  in  vicinity  of 399 

Water  Witch, U.S. S.    Capture  of,  June  3,  1864 469 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S.    Orders  for  movements 272 

Keokuk,  U.S. 8.    Mentioned 185,369,407,577 

Kerrigan,  John.     Mentioned 164 

Kershaw,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 699 

Kidder,  Benjamin  H. 

Mentioned 195 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead,  December  25,  1 863 191 

Kilpatrick,  Judson.    Mentioned 369 

King,  O.     Mentioned 245 

King,  John.    Mentioned 178 

King,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  Howard  D.  Potts 74 

Report  of  firing  upon  prize  steamer  Herald  by  U.  8.  S.  Ottawa 74 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark. 

Loss  of,  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  March  28,  1864.     Reports  of 

Dutch,  JohnC 384-388 

Reynolds,  William 385 

Rowan,  S.C 383 

Mentioned  ...     34,  69,  113,  144, 176,  217, 242,  258, 325, 347, 360, 365, 390, 401. 402. 
419.  421,  429,  434,  466,  506,  519,  525,  551,  571,  589,  629,  657,  677 

Operations  in  St  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina 93 

Kirby,  Nicholas. 

Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 7 

Mentioned 23 

Kirk,  Jamos.     Mentioned ,       394 

Kirkland,  Chase  &  Co.     Mentioned 117 

Batching,  William  H. ,  jr. 

Mentioned 156,157,336,342,343 

Report  of  capture  of  boat  and  crew  belonging  to  U.  S.  S.  Nipsic,  February 

26,1864 ".       344 

Knox,  William  L.     Mentioned 18 

Kollock,  E.  C.     Mentioned 710 

Krenson  &  Hawkes.     Mentioned 733 

Kultz,  August.     Mentioned 60, 61 

Laburnum,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 588, 628, 635,  651 ,  656, 672, 676 

Movements  of 573 

Orders  for  movements 543 

Lacy,  James.     Mentioned 60 

La  Orange,  Oscar  H.     Mentioned 534 

Lamar,  Steamer.     See  Herald,  Steamer. 

Lamee,  William.     Mentioned 287 

Lane,  Daniel.     Mentioned  598 

Lane,  Harriet.     See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Lang,  J.  A.     Mentioned _ 648,649 

Larkspur,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned. . .   86, 94, 97, 101, 114, 144, 175, 176, 212,  217, 242,258, 325, 347,  366.  384, 

386,  387, 390,  400, 434, 465, 473,  525, 550,  554, 571,  588,  629, 656, 676 

Orders  for  movements 47 
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Lasselle,  William  P.     Mentioned 534 

Laaserre,  John  B. 

Mentioned 280 

Statement  of  ownership  of  sloop  captured  near  Brunswick,  Ga 261 

Lassier,  Mr.    Mentioned 611 

Lavender,  Captain.    Mentioned 282 

Lavender,  U.  8. 8.    Orders  for  movements 509 

Lawless,  James.    Mentioned 359 

Lawton,  Michael.    Mentioned 153, 160 

Leary,  Horace  J.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 337 

Leary,  Richard  P.    Mentioned 590 

Lee,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 413 

Mentioned 545, 555 

Report  of. 

Rose,  Steamer.    Destruction  of 467 

Winyah  Bay,  Georgia.    Reconnoissance  of  Confederate  batteries  in. .      517 

Lee,  David.    Mentioned 183 

Lee,  Francis  D. 

Mentioned 695 

Report  of  torpedo  attack  upon  U.  8. 8.  Memphis,  March  6, 1864 357, 358 

Lee,  George  P.     Mentioned 88 

Lee,  Horace  0.     Mentioned 534 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 58 

Lee,  Sidney  Smith.     Mentioned 504,744,752,766,770 

For  correspondence,  see  Nary  Department,  C.  S. 
Lee,  Thomas  B.     Report  of  bombardment  of  Cumming's  Point  batteries,  S.  C. , 
by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  grounding  of  U.  8. 8.  Lehigh,  November 

16,1863 125 

Leflls,  Armand.     Mentioned . 610-612 

Lehigh,  U.  8. 8. 

Attempt  of,  to  save  boats  of  U.  S.  S.  Housatonic 367 

Condition  of 145 

Destruction  of  steamer  Presto,  February  2,  1864 262-266 

Johnson,  A.  W.,  appointed  to  command 532 

Mentioned 31, 32, 42, 50, 52, 67, 69, 104, 113, 142, 144-146, 178, 213, 218, 

242,  249, 251 ,  258, 325, 342, 343, 346, 365,  390, 400, 419, 432- 
434,  465,  524,  537,  550,  570,  588-590,  593,  628,  656,  676 
Operations. 

Against  defenses  of  Charleston,  8.  C 4, 

56,  76, 77, 80-82, 84-89, 1 1 7-1 24, 1 26. 133 

In  a  gale  off  Hatteras 7,8 

In  Stono  River  and  vicinity 551-558 

Lehmann,  Theodore  P.    Mentioned 634 

Leig-hton,  George  M.     Mentioned 164 

Leland,  George  "W.     Mentioned 118-121 

Leman,  William.     Mentioned • 307 

Lennan,  Wendell.     Mentioned 192 

Lennon,  James.     Mentioned 164, 165 

Lenthall,  John.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 243 

Leonard,  John.    Mentioned 183 

Le  Sueur,  B. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Jones 603 

Mentioned 598 
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Le  Sueur,  B.,  et  al.     Corrwpondenre  with  J.  A.  I>ahlgren 01' 

Lewis,  Bobert  F.  B. 

A i»}i- -ii 1 1.  [n  st  John'*  River 

mentioned 313,4a 

Relieved  of  commend  of  I',  s.  lark  Ethan  Alien  and  appointed  to  com- 
mand U.  8  s   Rlpaifl 

RojMirus  of. 

iT.8.8.     Capture,,!  ,  1863 

Niji-ic  c.  s.  s.    Capture  uf  Ukii  and  oxen  belonging  to,  Feb 



i  inn  Tal  Sumter  and  I  I-ii  i  !•■  Brook,  Prise  steamer-.     Survey  of  ... 

Lightning,  Vender,    Mentioned 688, 6S 

Lincoln,  Abraham.     Mentioned B78 

Pbt  OUT!  »»ee  Praident,  U.  6. 

Linda,  British  acboaner.    Oaptareof,  March  II,  [864 

Little  Ada,  Strainer       Capture  ami  ahandnmnent  of,  in  South  Satitee  River, 

March  58, 1864 

Little,  Charles.     Mentioned 

Little,  Thomas.     Mentioned 

Lock  wood' 8  Folly  Inlet,  South   Carolina.     DoullUl.thill  of  blockade  runner 

in,  January  7,  1804.     Report  of  John  Colling,  jr S24 

Lodona,  U.  s.  S. 

Henry,  EL  W.,  appointed  to  temporary  command 660 

Boned 81,41,69,114,  mi.  144,  I 

847, 868, 8fi©,  400, 434, 486,474,525,63  88,629,657^ 

<  Jrders  foe  movemenia 57 

Phinney,  klvin,  ordered  la  relieve  Bdmtxnd  "W  Henry  of  command 680 

LoftuB,  Patrick.    Mentioned - 186,497 

Long  Island,    South  Carolina.     ReeonnohnanCB    of.     Order  of   John    A. 

Dahljjren 32 

Longahaw,  William,  jr. 

Com  -p nndflOBB  W  nli  Navy  Department,  C.  B 120 

1 118-121 

Longstreet,  Cornelius  H.     Mentioned 0411,660 

Longstreet,  James.     Mentioned 90, 699 

Lovett,  John.      Mentioned 666 

Low,  Benjamin  O.     Mentioned 197, 198 

Lowber,  William.     Mentioned 665 

Lowndes,  James.     CootBipondenoi   1  it h  Charlton  II.  Way 389 

Lucas,  J.  Jonathan.     Mentioned 

Luce,  Stephen  B. 

Appninie.l  to  eoiiiiuiiiid  I".  S.  S.  Cauamlaie.ua 650 

Mentioned 112,184,431,4 

Believed  of  oonunand  of 

Canandaigun.  IJ.  S.  S..  and  appointed  to  command  I  P  ntiae  .  668 

r  ■■•Li  it ,  (  .  S.  s.,  and  appointed  to  oonunand  D.  EL  s.  Pawnee  ..' 682 

Report  of  opetatkmi  in  vicinity  el  WaemwBound 236 

Luther,  John  T.     Mentioned 386 

Lynch,  Steamer.    Mentioned 387 

Lynch,  Francis.     Mentioned 270 

Lynch,  William  F.     Mentioned 704,788,  788,  787 

Lyons,  Lord.     Bee  FiritiiJi  Minatsr  i„  if,. 

Mabery,  Mr.     Mentioned 515 
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Mi-Adam,  Sidney  H.  Page. 

Oorreapondenoa  irttli  W.  W.  Hunter 780 

Btail  boa  l 763,  764 

McCalla,  Robert.     Mentioned 741.  :u 

McCartey, .     Mentioned 174 

McCarty,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 628 

McClellan.  George  B.     Mentioned 678 

McClure,  George  M. 

Mentioned 590 

I .".-[..  .et  of  lirinjf  upon  Confederate  irucc  bj    Imtteries  on    Mo 

Island,  South  Oaru]in:i. . .. i.'.;; 

McCormick.  Abner  H.      Mentioned  ...    444 

McCrady,  John. 

Correspondence  with  W,  W.   Hunter 729,750 

M.nliui u-.l 730, 742, 745, 751,  757,  759,  763,  764 

McDade,  David.     Mentioned 836 

McDonald,  Charles.      Mentioned SOS 

McDonald,  Daniel.      Mentioned 

McDonald,  James  D.     Mentioned 

McDonald,  Thomas H.     Mentioned 189 

McDonough,  Commodore.     See  Oonmodon  tfeDmongh,  U.  8  S 

McDowell,  William.     M-nti*  mad 168,  160 

McGory,  John.     Mentioned 1 392 

McGowan,  George  W.     Mentioned 164 

Mcintosh,  Lachlan.     Correspondence' with  J.  A.  Dehlgreu 633 

Mcintosh,  Peter.     Mentioned 4":t.  474 

Mcintosh  Court-House,  Ga.     Expedition  to,    lUgOSt  1-1,  1864. 

\  I  ••-tract  log  of  ''    S   ship  Saratogn 600 

CoiniiiiiiiHaliiiiiu  fnnu 

DebJgien,  John  a 802,61 

Gtadden,  William  H 611 

.r.ni.-s,  Bun  '•"  > 

I.1S11.11T.  II.,  et  al 603 

Thorpe,  William,  et  al 

ExtactS  from  Savannah  itepiihlicnn 610-612 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahl^ren,  John  A 1 509 

Navy  Deportment,  I  .  S 607 

Beporl 

Browning  F.  J 610 

Oolvooorenee,  Qeorge  U 

Dmbjgren,  John  a r.Kt,. 

Hood,  A 608 

McKo.j.  William  B. 

OoTTes]  ion  donee  with  Del  Kemper 205 

Mi  n  tinned 204 

Report  of  casualties  on  t\  S.  8.  Marble  head,  rcaultiriir  from  engagement, 

December -.'*.  1888 205,206 

McKendry,  William.     Mentioned 375, 377 

McKennee,  Henxy  G.     Mentioned 117 

MacKenzie,  Alexander  8. 

Ap]H.itited  to  command  U.  8.  B.  Winona.    

Mentioned 172,281 

Mackie,  Dr.     Mentioned**. !74 
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Mackintosh,  John.     M . in i. m ••! 

McLaughlin,  Augustus.     Correspondence  with  W.  \V.  Hunter 749 

McLawa,  Lafayette. 

C.-n  .,■  witli  W.  W,  Hunter 738,742, 

I 

McMackin,  Warren  E.     Mentioned 634 

McMillain,  Wilson  c.    Correspondence  with.  J.  a.  Dehlgren 

McNeese,  P.  G.  W.     Mentioned 

McReynolda,  John  W.     Mentioned     595,60' 

Mi  Ritchie,  David  G. 

Ooj  rmpondonoc  with  Kavy  Department,  0  s 43 

Report,  of  movements  of  V.  S.  snip  Supply 75 

Macaroni,  Steamer.     Mentioned 678 

Macon,'  C.  S.  S. 

I 826,732,744,747,'750,767  :' 

<»r .I. -is  for  movement! 7i 

Pollork,  W.  W,,  appointed  to  temporary  command.......... 

Trar.«ffr  <  1  .  n-w 749 

Madgie.  I'.  S.  S. 

Lowiof,  October  II,  1863 34 

Mentioned 7.  31.  41. 69, 94.  1 14,  144 

1 79,  i I 8,  248,  269,  826, 347.  -431. 406, 619, 626, 66 1 .  67 1 .  •••  <;77 

Madigan,  John,  jr. 

Ooneapoftdaooo  v%  i  r  1 1  .i    \.  Dah%no 614 

Mentioned     

Magune,  James  W.     CboespondenM  with  J«  A.  Dshlgren 642 

Mahan,  Alfred  T. 

ft  ipotnted  to  command  I',  s.  S.  Cimarron N  Q 

Mentionc*<l 

Relieved  of  commani  ol  '  .8 .  &  Cimarron  and  appointed  to  command 

I     ft,  8.  Wiasaliickon 679 

Mahaska,  I 

Condition  of «J4t> 

Mentioned 1,69,  113,  115,144, 176,210,217,24  8,274- 

276,288-290,1."  LO-314, 325, 347,367,390,400,42 

418, 463,  ;.  5sk,  589,  »;•_»:.  r,29. 647. 65; 

Operation  in 

si.  QatnerJna*i  Bound,  oeorgia 22 

st.  lohn'a  Btar 461 

Winv;ili  Bay,  South  Carolina 116 

Orders  for  movcim-nts 260,274 

Mahoney, .     Mentioned 650 

Maillefert,  Benjamin. 

OoneipoadenoB  with  J.  a.  Dahlgren .326 

Mentioned.. , 133 

Plan  for  operations  against  obstructions  in  OrprlftWon  Harbor 139 

Mallory,  Stephen  B.     See  Secretary,  C.  S.  Xavy. 

Maloney,  William.     Mentioned 392 

Mangham.  George.     See  George  M  '■  s-  tduXNMT. 

Manley,  H.  DoHaven.     M>  699 

Maple  Leaf,  U.  S.  Army  tteai 

Desii  by  torpeilo  in  st  John'*  Kiver.  April  I     L864 307,316 

Mentioned 260,281,814 


•Purmcriy  Oixechec.  which  »cc. 
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Marblehead,  U.  S.  8.  Page. 

Attack  upon,  in  Stono  River,  by  Confederate  batteries,  December  26,  1863. 
See  Stono  River.  Attack  upon  V.  S.  S.  Marblehead  in,  December 
35,  1863. 

Condition  of 214,235 

Mentioned 7, 69,  71, 

90,  93,  113,  135,  144,  176,  181, 188-199, 201-208, 217, 218, 240, 243, 259, 
325, 347, 366, 391, 401, 434, 466, 519, 525, 550, 571, 589,  629, 657, 677, 711 

Operations  in  Stono  River  and  vicinity 134 

Orders  for  movements 132 

Mardenbrough,  J.  E.     Mentioned 178 

Margaret  Y.  Davis,  Schooner.    Mentioned 88 

Marivault  (Delacoux  de),  Henri.     Mentioned 44 

Marmaduke,  Henry  H.     Appointed  to  command  C.  8.  S.  Sampson 772 

Marshall,  "Uriah  B.     Mentioned 342,344 

Marthie,  Schooner.    Mentioned 354 

Martin,  Boatswain's  mate.    Mentioned 108 

Martin,  Master.    Mentioned 376 

Martin,  Patrick.    Mentioned 734 

Martin,  Vincent  F.     Mentioned 127 

Mary,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  October  13,  1863 35 

Mary,  U.  S.  Schooner.     Operations  in  St  Andrew's  Sound  and  vicinity 649, 

650, 673, 674 

Mary  A.  Boardman,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 461, 546 

Mary  Agnes,  Schooner.    Mentioned , 738 

Mary  Benton,  Steamer.    Mentioned 414,416 

Mary  Bowers,  Steamer. 

Loss  of,  August  31,  1864 658 

Mentioned 659,662,667,670 

Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  8. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  8.  C 348,455 

Mentioned 94,97,113,144,154- 

157, 176, 182, 216, 217, 243,  258, 325, 332, 341, 346, 349, 365, 390, 400, 404, 
425, 433, 465, 519, 524, 537, 550, 570, 588, 618, 619, 628, 657,  674,  676,  686 

Operations  in  Murrell's  Inlet 166 

Mason,  Henry.     Report  of  proposed  torpedo  guard 233 

Massachusetts,  U.  8.  8. 

Captures  made  by 364,365 

Mentioned 24, 26, 51, 64, 104, 112, 142, 174, 188, 209. 210, 220, 225, 241, 246, 

247, 252, 419, 469, 472, 473, 519, 541, 562, 568, 572, 578, 5S0, 633, 635, 686 

Orders  for  movements 274, 364 

Massachusetts  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  55th,  43, 44. 
Matthews,  Edmund  O. 

Appointed  to  command  naval  battery  on  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina. .       646 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 548 

Mentioned 562,589,671 

Mattie,  Schooner.    Mentioned 354 

Maury,  Dabney  H.     Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray 337 

Maxwell,  J.  A.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 491 

Maxwell,  William  C.     Mentioned 534 

May,  Richard.     Mentioned 105-107 

Mayflower,  U.  8.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 138 

Mayhew,  James  D.     Mentioned 534 

Mayo,  William X.     Mentioned 576,577,589 
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May  River.  South  Carolina.     R©oorn>  ta,  April  7,    1884.     I: 

Edward  E  Btone 394 

Meade,  Mrs.     Mentioned 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  jr. 
Cor  008  '.vn b 

b,  «.>.r^  !'. 132 

Ihihlirn-n.  .1.  A 

Kidder,  C.  II I'M 

Mentioned ins.i> 

Report  u  f  attack  upon  U.S.  S.    Marhli-lieiul   by  Confederate   batteries  00 

Btono  Hirer,  December  85,1863 U  »-i96 

Mee,  Thomas.     Mentioned 

Meimninger,  Christopher  O.     Mentioned 515 

Memphis.  D   S.  S. 

Beftmu,  T  &,  ordered  to  relieve  C.  v.  Curti  of  conmiHrul 98 

Mentioned 81,41,69,97,  118,144,176,161,218,2 

847,859,885,890,898,  400,  484,  485,  585,550,571, 58  .676 

Dorpi  ■  1 1 " .i i .  in  (forth  Bdieto  Biver,  Macao  6,  1H64. 

Extract  from  notebook  of  lames  II.  Tomb 858 

Order  of  8  C  Rowan 

Reports  of 

Lee,  hands  l> 857,858 

Patterson,  B.  0 858 

Rowan.  S.  (' 

Mercer,  Hugh  W. 

Correspondence  with  w.  w.  Hnnter 714-718,787 

Mentioned 809,71: 

Mercier,  Henri.     Mentioned 45 

Meriam,  Frank  B. 

Oarreapoti'  V.  Dshlgren 188 

Mentioned 8? 

it  of  operations  En  BL  John's  River 51,280 

Merian,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 164 

Merk.  Edward.     Mentioned 

Moro,  William.     Mentioned 410,411 

Merrick  &  Son.     Mentioned   185 

Midnight,  U.  0.  berk, 

in-  made  by - 870,871 

Conditioned     614 

W,  II.,  Appointed  to  eommand 148 

Mentioned  7,28,69,  118, 144,  176, 181,218,842,258,325,347, 

850,  858,  890*  400,  480,  484,  468,  519,  525  53 1 .  550, 571,  588,  629, 657, 

Mm. •  incut >  of 1*1 

Ordori  for  movniH'nt* 171 

Midshipmen,  C.  8.     (Seneral  order  regarding 

Miles,  David.     MentL  mad 584 

Miles,  William  PoTcher. 

i  rajpondenoe  e  iili 

Beanregard,  0. 1 699 

I  u rpart iiieiit,  01 8 699 

Mentioned 701 

Miller.  Private     Mentioned 204 

Miller,  James.     Mentioned 191,197,198 
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Miller,  Joseph  N.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Nahant 413 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 263 

Tallman,  Henry  C 508 

Mentioned .' 419 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  8.  8.  Nahant 508 

Miller,  Philip  J.     Mentioned 581,594,595,599,600,644 

Miller,  William.    Mentioned 183 

Millett,  Frank.     Mentioned 197,198 

Millington,  Luther  M.     Mentioned 585 

Mills,  Thomas  B. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 731,737 

Mentioned.... 717,732,766 

Report  of  position  of  C.  8.  8.  Sampson  in  Savannah  River 747 

Milne,  W.  F.     Mentioned 61 

Mingoe,  IT.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 587,626,627,629,635,636,657,665,671,676,688 

Movements  of 627 

Orders  for  movements 587, 626 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 58 

Minnie,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 362 

Minor,  H.  T.,  Jr.     Mentioned 491,495,499-501 

Minott,  John  C.     Mentioned 127 

Mintzing,  Acting  master,  C.  S.  N.     Mentioned 693 

Mitchel,  John  C.     Report  of  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C 736 

Mitchell,  Augustus.     Mentioned 164 

Mitchell,  Charles  F. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 463 

Mentioned 459 

Mitchell,  Hugh  F.    Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 633 

Mitchell,  John  X.     Mentioned 692, 697,  704, 710,  720, 728,  729 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 
Mobile,  Ala.     Army  salute  in  honor  of  victory  at.     Communications  from 

John  A.  Dahlgren 630 

Mofflt,  Stephen.     Mentioned 534 

Mohawk,  U.  8.  S. 

Condition  of 146 

Durand,  George  R.,  relieved  of  command  and  ordered  to  command  U.  8.  S. 

Philadelphia 186 

Grozier,  William  l\ ,  appointed  to  command 234 

Mentioned 69,113,144,176,218,240,243,258, 

325, 347, 366, 372, 390, 400, 434, 466, 525, 546, 550, 571 ,  589, 629, 657, 677 

Orders  for  movements 543 

Stoddard,  W.  B.,  appointed  to  command 259 

Mole,  W.  F.     Mentioned 634 

Monitors.     See  Ironclad*. 

Monohassett,  U.  S.  A  rmy  transport.     Mentioned 138 

Montauk,  U.  8.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  S.  Weehawken 170 

Condition  of 507 

Mentioned 4,31,42,52,67,69,92,109,113, 

133, 144, 162, 176, 211, 213, 217, 239, 243, 258, 325, 344, 346, 365, 390, 400, 
431-134,  466,  506, 524, 525, 546, 550, 570, 588, 589, 593, 628, 656, 670, 676 
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Montauk,  U.  S.  S.—  Continued.  Page 

Operations. 

Against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 3. 

56,  79, 81, 83, 84, 86, 89, 118, 119, 122-124, 126, 177, 343 

In  Stono  River  and  vicinity 551-558 

Orders  for  movements 645 

Montell,  F.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 95 

Mentioned 555 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 224 

Montgomery,  James.     Mentioned 461,462 

Moore,  Charles.     Mentioned 188, 191 

Moore,  Joseph.     Mentioned 734 

Moore,  Thomas.     Mentioned 195, 291 

Moran,  "William.     Mentioned 449 

Morgan,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 430 

Morris,  John.     Mentioned 78, 80, 88 

Morris  Island,  South  Carolina.     Firing  upon  Confederate  flag  of  truce  by 
batteries  on. 
Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 652 

Foster,  J.  G 654 

Schimmelfennig,  A 654 

Reports  of 

DeCamp,  J 653 

Green,  J.  F 653 

McClure,  G.  M 653 

See  also  Charleston,  S.  C.     Operation*  against  defenses  of. 
Morse,  Ella.     See  Ella  Morse,  Steamer. 
Moses,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Christopher  Flood 245 

Mentioned 246,419 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Captures  made  in 361,  362, 540 

Moultrie,  Fort.     See  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C. 

Mountain  Home,  Schooner.     Mentioned 387 

Muldoon,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 377,378 

Mullen,  Pilot.     Mentioned 288 

Mullen,  Edward.     Mentioned 164 

Munroe,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 162, 168 

Murphy,  Bufus  B.  X.     Mentioned 254, 477, 478, 481-483, 495 

Murrell's  Inlet,  South  Carolina. 

Capture  of  landing  party  from  U.  S.  ship  Perry  in,  December  5,  1863,  and 
retaliatory  expedition,  December  29,  1863,  to  January  1,  1864. 

List  officers  and  men  captured 160 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T 161 

Dahlgren,  John  A 153, 154 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  George 159 

Collins,  John,  jr 158 

Dahlgren,  John  A 152, 155 

Green,  J.  F 156 

Gregory,  Samuel  B 153,158,159 

Spotts,  J.  H 157 

Trapier,  J.  II 161 


t 
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MurreU'8  Inlet,  South  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Capture  of  boat's  crew  from  V.  S.  schooner  T.  A.  Ward  in,  October  20, 
1863. 

Abstract  log  of  I*.  S.  schooner  T.  A.  Ward 61 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bureaugard,  «.  T ' 62 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 61 

Reports  (»f 

Dahlgren,  John  A 59, 81 

Tillson,  Myron  W 60 

Trapier,  J.  II 62 

Examination  of  creeks  and  inlets  U'tween  Charleston  and.     Report  of 

A.  W.  Johnson 402 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 47,98,214 

Reports  of 

Collins,  John,  jr 340 

Dahlgren,  John  A 180 

See  also  (Mm:  Patch;  Wither'*  Smith, 

Muse,  William  T.     Correspondence  with  \V.  T.  (ilassell 11 

Muzzey,  Charles  O.     Mentioned 328, 329 

Myer,  Albert  J.     Mentioned 101 

Nahant,  I".  S.  S. 

Condition  of 508 

( 'onduc  t  of,  in  gale 214 

Destruction  of  steamer  Presto,  February  2,  1 864 262-2<56 

Mentioned 4,  31,  32, 42,  52,  67, 00,  92, 113,  144,  150,  169,  176, 

187,  210,  217,  242,  258, 325, 346,  366, 390, 400, 419, 431, 432,  434, 435, 438, 
466,  506,  524,  525,  533,  5.50, 570,  576,  588-590,  628, 646,  656,  670,  675, 676 

Miller,  J.  N.,  appointed  to  command 413 

<  >perations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 3, 22, 

56, 117-120, 122-124, 126, 132, 133 

Nance,  William  F.     Mentioned 335, 694 

For  correspondence,  see  Ripley,  RomiU  S. 
Nantucket,  U.  S.  S. 

Baleh,  George  B.,  appointed  to  command 682 

Mentioned..  69,112,113,124,144, 145, 172,  176,213,217,239,243,258,325,347,365, 
390,  400,  432,  434,  465,  475,  524, 537, 550, 570, 588, 589,  628, 657, 671, 676 
Operations. 

Against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 56 

I ii  Wassaw  Sound,  < ieorgia 236 

Narcissus,  I.'.  S.  S.     Mentioned 324 

Nashville,*  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 497 

Naval  Station,  Baltimore,  Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  John  II. 

Russell 626 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W 107, 

108,  495,  498,  499,  500, 503-505, 691,692, 696,  704,  716,  720,  722,  723,  725, 
72K,  729,  731,  734,  743,  745,  749,  752,  758,  759,  761,  766,  767,  769,  771,  772 

Miles,  William  Porcher 699 

Pierson,  W.  H 483 

Tattnall.  Josiah 759 
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Navy  Department,  C.  S. — Continued.  pj^e 

General  order  regarding  midshipmen 709 

Reports  of 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  8.    Attempted  destruction  of,  October  5, 1863. .        19 

Operations  from  April  30  to  November  5,  1864 697,  732 

Water  Witch,  U.  S.  S.    Capture  of,  June  3,  1864 505 

Navy  Department,  T7.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  George , 159 

Armandt,  Paul 350 

Bradford,  Jos.  M 33,412 

Brodhead,  Edgar 57,116 

Bryson,  Andrew 7 

Buck,  Charles  W 479 

Burgess,  Francis 361 

Cavendy,  Edward 509 

Childs,  C.  C 246 

Childs,  J.  D 116 

Collins,  John,  jr 47 

Colvocoresses,  George  M *-. 240, 440 

Cooper,  George  II 9 

Creighton,  J.  B 587 

Cromwell,  B.  J 5 

Dahlgren,  John  A 3-5,10,13,16,17,23,25- 

28,  30,  31,  36,  41,  42,  46,  48,  52, 58, 59, 61, 63-65, 68, 69,  71,  73, 75, 79, 92, 
94-102,  104,  109-111,  114,  117,  121,  128,130,134,135,137,139,142-147, 
151,  152,  155,  161,  163, 165, 167, 168, 170, 173, 175, 176, 178-182, 185, 187, 
188,  197,  209-213,  215,  216, 217, 224, 225, 236, 238-242, 247, 249, 250,  253, 
254,  258,  260,  262,  266, 276, 316, 320, 324, 326, 329, 333, 339, 360, 380,  394, 
409,  412,  417,  421,  422, 424, 429, 430, 433, 436, 438-441, 446, 450, 459, 463, 
465,  468,  471,  475,  506, 509, 513, 515, 516, 518, 524, 527, 532-535, 539,  540, 
542,  543,  545,  550,  554,  561, 562, 564, 565, 570, 572, 573, 575, 577, 579,  580, 
584,  587-589,  591-593,  600,601,007,614-616,618,620,622,625,627,628, 
631,  634,  639-642,  644,  646,  647,  656,  661, 668, 670,  673, 676, 684, 688, 691 

Dean,  Bcnj.  C 349 

Drake,  A.J 514 

Durand,  George  K 566 

Eaton,  William  B 637 

Ericsson,  John 166 

Garfield,  W.  H  270 

Gleason,  John  H 509 

Hamlin,  J.  C 521 

Kitching,  William  II.,  jr 344 

Lee,  Charles  W 413 

Longshaw,  William,  jr 120 

McRitchie,  1).  G 43,75 

Meade,  K.  W.,  jr 198 

Miller,  J.N 253 

Montell,  F.  M 95 

Moses,  Edward »245 

Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Commandant  of 664 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of 57, 247,  272, 559 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 47, 533, 543,  571, 583 

Owens,  A.  A 543 


INDEX. 

Navy  Department,  TJ.  S. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Parker,  Robert  VV 

Pendergrast,  Austin 474, 47 

Pennell,  I.  A 

Polleys,  Woodbury  II 

President,  U.  S 

Rogers,  C.  W 

Rowan,  S.  C 134, 271, 308,  309, 345, 34* 

868,  806,  369,  370.  372,  374, 37S,  379, 380,  383, 392, 396, 401,  403, 40 

Russell,  John  II 

Simpson,  Edward 

State  Department  I'.  S 220,  221, 35 

Steedman,  Charles 

Stevens,  ( ieorge  A 17 

Thatcher,  II.  K 

Tillson,  Myron  W 

War  Department  I'.  S 391,39 

Warren,  J.  D 

Weaver,  A.  W 

Whelan,  W 

Williamson,  J.  C 24 

Wood,  (ieorge  W 

Finding,  court-martial,  capture  of  IT.  S.  S.  Water  Witch 

Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department  V.  S 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,   Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department  V.  S 57,  247, 27 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department  V.  S 47, 533, 543, 57 

Neil,  Cecil  C.     Mentioned 

Nellie  Baker,  lT.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 

Nelson,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 

Nelson,  William.     Mentioned 59 

Nelson,  William  (Acting  ensign,  V.  S.  N).     Mentioned  ..  93,385-388,461,46 
Nesbit,  Ralph. 

Mentioned 

Report  of  attack  upon  V.  S.  S.  Marblehcad  by  Confederate  batteries  on 

Stono  River,  December  25,  18(53 

Neufville,  Edward  F.     Mentioned 49 

Newell,  Mrs.     Mentioned 

New  Hampshire,  l'.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 43( 

519, 54(5,  550,  505,  570,  574, 682,  58H,  589,  592.  (525,  629,  (535,  65(5,  60' 

( >rders  for  movements 

Smallpox  on  board 562, 56 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  U .  S.  S.  Weehawken 

Attempted  destruction  of,  by  Confederate  torpedo  "David,"  off  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  October  5,  1863 

Condition  of 135, 141, 14 

Correspondence  regarding  increased  pay  for  crew  of 25, 4 

Defects  in 


INDEX. 


New  ironsides,  l'  s.  s.    Continued 

Me  tit  in:  H-i  ]  

0,91,06,  111.  IIS 
1:1,1.  87 1 . 

108  810,316,317,1 

179-381,388 

07,  UK), 401,403-407.  412.  413,410-418,  124.431-13-'- 

473,  MO,  fill,  B2S,  536,  551,  "■. 

Measures  for  < '<  ;iL':iin*t  torpedo  attack 

Operations  again.* t  detaneBB  of  <  Iharlevl  

Ordfln  Ear  in. a.  in- Tit- 4 

Newman,  Stephen  C.     Mentioned 

New  York,  British  consul  at.     Mentioned 

Now  York  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry— Regime!  897, 

.    i  Hth,  : ■::•.  |4fl    [67tl    MS  446 

Neyles,  Ifn     Mentioned 

Nichols,  James  H.    Mentioned' 

Nipsic,  U.  B.  - 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  8.  C 28* 

Bradford,  J.  M.,  relieved  of  ratanaend 15 

Capture  of  boatfa  ciew  from,  m  Charleston  Hi  I 

Captures  made  by 

Conduct  of,  in  a  gale...  587 

i  in    ,    i  .  appointed  to  command  531 

Gibson,  ^lUiam, relieved oloomsiand of, and  ord  ind  D.8.8 

Sonoma 

Henry,  Edmund  \V.,  ordered  to  relii  v«  A.  P.  Crosman  of  command wmi 

lohnaon,  A.  \\  ..  relieved,  otoonnnand  of, und  appointed  to  command  I  . 

Leltign 

Lewie,  K.  k.  K.,  appointed  to  command 822 

Mentioned 113.144,14! 

175, 176,216-41'  .258, 266, 31 7,  .4. 

■  '  i    il7,519,  !  I 
542,648                                                                           74-678,686 
Mbvementi  of 101 

OjH-rationfi. 

Between  Georgetown  and  Cape  Domain  Shoal*,  B.C 401-H13 

It,  MunvllV  Inlet 

Orders  for  movement* 33,319,32) 

Noble,  William  H. 

Corn  ppondencs  w  ith  ( leonjn  B.  lialch 450 

Mentioned 441-44:;  ;j- 

BeportofoaptnreaJ  1     S.S.Columbine,  May 23,  1864 114 

Norfolk  Packet.  U.  8.  NbotM 

Capo  \0,H1 

Mentioned .' 69,  8,218, 

166,890,400 
Movements  of 554 

Norman,  Charles.     Mentioned 846 

North  Carolina.     Plan  tor  destination  ol  Ofm  federate  ramnin. 

North  Carolina.  ( '  s.  s.     Mentioned 

North  Carolina,  U.B.flhifh     Mentioned 

North  Edisto  River.     Operations  in. 

Orion  aixl  instructions,  DabJgren,  J    \ 257.667 


INDEX.  833 

North  Edisto  River.     Operations  in — Continued  p«ge. 

Reports  of 

Jenkins,  John 710,721,724,726 

Tabb,  W.  B 711 

West,  William  C 43 

White,  J.  H 717,721 

See  also  John's  Island.     Memphis,  U.  S.  S.     Torpedo  attack  upon,  March  6, 1864. 

Norton,  James.     Mentioned 183,556 

Norwich,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 33,41,69,113,128,  129,144,147, 

176, 218, 242,  258, 274-276, 279,  289, 291, 293,  296,  298,  299,  311-314,  325, 
347,  366, 390, 400, 434, 436, 464, 466,  525,  550,  571, 588,  627,  629,  657,  676 

OperationH  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida 51, 280, 281 

Orders  for  movements 274, 463 

Nugent,  Robert.     Mentioned 164 

Number  10,  Steamer.     Mentioned 520 

O.  M.  Pettit,  l*.  S.  S. 

Baldwin,  E.  M..  appointed  to  command 561 

Mentioned 69, 1 13, 144, 176,  217, 242, 258, 325, 347, 

366, 308,  387, 390, 398,  400,  434,  465, 525, 550,  571,  588,  629,  644,  656,  676 

O'Brien,  William.     Mentioned 342, 344 

Ocean  Bird,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  23,  1863 65 

Odena,  Pilot.     Mentioned 181 

Odiorne,  Walter  C.     Mentioned 321, 633, 634, 644 

O'Donnell,  James.     Mentioned 350 

Ogeechee,*  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 728,  730,  731,  744,  745,  755,  757 

Ogilvie,  James.     Mentioned 170, 668 

O'Kane,  James.     Mentioned 589 

Olcott,  Egbert.     Mentioned 534 

Oleander,  U.  S.  S. 

Frost,  Jos. ,  appointed  to  command 339 

Low  of  boat's  crew  from,  December  17,  18(>3 182, 183 

Mentioned 69, 112, 

1 13, 1 43, 1 44, 1 76,  2 1 2,  21 8,  243,  253,  26 1 ,  273-277, 31 3,  325,  347,  366,  385, 
387, 388, 391,395,  400, 434, 466,  525, 549, 550,  568,  571,  588,  629,  657,  677 

<  >rders  fi  »r  movements 58, 274 

Walter.  K.  Price,  appointed  to  command 259 

Oliveira,  William  D.     Mentioned 745 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 26, 97, 146, 239 

Orcutt,  William  K.     Mentioned 156,  157 

Orvetta,  I" .  S.  mortar  schooner.     Orders  for  movements 664 

Oseabaw  Sound,  Georgia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dahlgren 72 

Orders  and  instructions. 

I  >ahkrren,  J.  A 257, 518, 539, 540, 549, 569, 574, 627 

Reynolds,  William 254 

Stevens,  T.  H 256 

Reports  of 

Balch,  Oeorge  B 542 

Dahlgren,  John  A 152 

See  also  Water  Witch,  U.  »V.  -S'.     Capture  of,  June  8,  1864. 


*  Name  changed  to  Macon,  which  see. 
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Otey.  John  M.     Mentioned  

h.r  <<>iTf.*|Mind<  im  ..../•....    . 
Ottawa.  '    B.8. 

Firing  upon  prize  Hteamer  BfeltJd,  Octobej  24,  1868 73-75 

Mentioned  41. 

118,  129,  143,  144,  176,  218,  242 
298, 292-299.  .11 1  -818, 325,  347,  366. 390,  -KM),  434,  436, 
184,  168,  528,  MO,  571,  i 

Operation* In  8t  John's  Riw,  Florida 147,286,296-29;  i-J4 

Orders  tor  moramenta 

Overton,  William  A.,  et  al.     Ckureapoadence  with  J.  A    Dahlgren 

Owens,  A.  A.     Correspondence  with  >  uncut,  fj.  8 543 

Page,  Powhatan  R. 

Mentioned 204,  200 

Report  of  nttst<       poo  I     3.8    Jfarbleheed  bj  I  *  on 

si«.ji.i  uiv.-r.  8. 0., December 25,  inn.! l!««, 200.206 

Polatko,  Pla. 

Engagement*  at,  March  21  ud  29,  1884.     Report  ol  B.  I     Rreee 29C 

s  i.\  1 1  iimn  force*     Report  of  G.  B.  B&lcfa 

Palmer,  Mr.     Mentioned 

Palmetto  State,  0.  B,  B     Mentioned 223,228, 2:  M.«, 7  7,  o; 

Para,  i"  s  mortar  sohooi 

Mentioned 

I '.  400,  454.  466, 525,  549,  550,  571,  688,  629,  657.  676 
Operations  in 

Mary's  River 

St.. in.  River  ind  vicinity . .    551-558 

Paramount,  OrdniAOfl  Imrk.  ted        -   568 

Parker.  C.  M.     Mentioned 723,726 

Parker,  Foxhall  A.     Mentioned 55 

Parker.  Q.  W.     Annotated  t<>  command  U.  8.  schooner  C.  P.  Williams 404 

Parker,  James. 

Gonrespoodenoe  with  J.  a.  DildgveD 464 

Ma:  326,340 

Report  of  operations  In  vicinity  of  Btooo  River,  Booth  Carolina 406 

Parker,  John.     Mentioned 478, 480,  481 

Parker,  Robert  W. 

CorrcHj>ondeiicc  with 

Nuw  I»c|.nrtiiK-nt.  1  .  B I 

Bog  aoida,  Mlnem » 388 

Report  of  loss  nf  prize  m I. >..p  Rnffalo,  March  22,  1864 373 

Parker,  Theodore.     Mentioned  128,329 

Parkhurat,  Converse.     Mentioned 596 

Parry,  John.     Mentioned 178 

Parsons,  En^eno  D'W.     Mentioned 477,480-482.  NO 

Passaic,  D.  &  B. 

I  londttion  "i 6 

action  of  rteamer  Presto,  Febraat}  2,  1864 262-268 

Fillebrown,  T  Bcott,  ■■•■!  to  ooraiaaiid 560 

Mentioned B7,  42,  52,  67, 69,  86, 95, 109, 1 13, 144, 

I  .XT.  lri.t.  17U, 
434,  465, 506, 524 ,  BB  .71,  5SR-.590,  61  5,  629.  656,  676 

Operations  again  i  d<  I  liarlewt.m,  S.  C 56,  117.  118,  122-124.  128 

i'r<l<-rs  for  movements 614 

l*rotections  of,  against  torpedo  attack 628 
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Patapsco,  U.ft  &  tags, 

Aadrtuufl  tendered  I  .  B .  fl  W«  kawken 170 

('upturn*  mide  by BS1 

Conditional ' 

Mentioned 4,7,31,42,52,67,60,102,  '  I  50, 

176,218,21 

100,  04,  487,  686,  i.  '.h», 971,688-81  '7,676 

I  >|M-r:«h 

0 56,76-81,83-86, 

in  WaaMi  Bound,  Qemgie,  ami  vicinity 

Oiden  fm  movement! r. 

Patrick  Henry,"  C.  S.  B.     Mentioned 56a 

Patterson,  John  C.     Mentioned 556, 557 

Patterson,  Robert  O. 

QonespondenOB  with  3.  <  I,  Howan 357 

Beport  of  torpedo  ettaaknpofl  I    A  s.  Memphis,  Meson  8,  1864 366 

Patterson,  Thomas  H. 

Corn  <  with  J.  a.  Dehlgree 545,675,590 

Mentioned 58ft 

Report  of  ehnn  of  Markade  ranonv 626 

Paulding,  Hiram.     Mentioned 100.260,330,464 

F<>r  eorrespondence  see  Nary  yard.  Htm  Yo<  idtmt  of. 

Paul  Jones,  V.  8.  8. 

Oonditioe  «>f 888 

Dnnoan,  J.  M.,  ordered  to  command 172 

Mentioned 81,41,69,113,  144,178,217, 

862,268,8  88,846, 866,  878, 890, 460, 402,4*4,465 

150, 688k  57 1 ,  588, 589, 592, 627, 629,  8 

Ordea  Eor  movement  ..    828,598,639,548,588,574 

Stone,  i..  K...  appointed  to- oonunind 618 

Paul  Jones,  Jr.,  D.  BL  S.     MffllttftBtfl 23, 

48,69, 113,144, 176,:  ,880,  400,  434,466 

Pawnee,  U.S.  S. 

Luce,  S.  H„  appointed  to  command 682 

Mentioned 60,  1 18, 

[85,  148,  178,  214,  918,  '-'17.  888,  848, 257,258, 277.  278,  306,  322.  325, 
347.  :m,  390,  400, 421 ,  424, 427. 488,  434,  4:t7, 441, 4t;r.  ir>».  518,  825 
.  B60, 888, 590, 588-4180, 688,  880, 628  6,  7!  1 ,  748,  768 

Movements'  ol 5 

Operations"  in 

Si  John's  River,  Florida 282, 

288,286,287-800,807,308,811-816,413-416,421,  126,  ISO,  I 

St. him  l:i\iTiind  vicinity 0.22, 

71.93,  184,181,  188-196,  lo:-  808    v 

Order*  for  luov.im-ut- 275.  292.  488,  540,  til 

Pearce,  James  H.     (Till  respumlwiiiM  with 

Jenkinn,  Jolm 288,807,710,718,721,784,788,728 

Page,  P.  R 188,200,208 

Tettb,  r7.B 711 

White.  J.  H   7! 

Pearce,  Samuel.     Mentioned 

Pearson.  Gilead.     Mentioned 301 

Pease,  Mr.    Mentioned "ii 

•  Formerly  kuowu  ns  Yorktown. 


Peoonic,  Steamer.     Mentioned  43 

Pedee  River,  South  Carolina.     Conn-derate  vessels  in 607,  7:52 

Peedee,  I  uttased 732 

Pegram,  John  C. 

Mentioned no,  656,590 

Plan  for  destroying OOBtrOOtloni.  hi  Charleston  Harbor 438 

Pelot,  Thomas  P. 

-  with  William  W.  Hunter 491-493 

Death  of.    See  WaL  r  H  ■<■  h,  ' .  B  S    '  bptari  ■>•'.  Aim  s,  1864. 

M-i,- 1. ■■■••■  i      108,476,  i:-..  W1.4W, 496,497-501,604-606 

Benortofeenrafa  for  U.  8.  8.  Water  Witch 492 

PendergTast,  Austin. 
i  '.I  ■    ;  ondi  BOB  vali 

Balrh,G.  B 

Dalilgren.  J.  A 

Boater,  W.  w 499,608 

rhytliiaii,  11.  1 271 

Mentioned 277.  289, 373, 476, 479, 48 2.  184,  189,  190. 495, 498, 502. 606, 615 

Reports  of. 

Savannah.  Ol      I  ►iterations  in  vicinity  of 116 

W'alcr  Wm.-I.  I      B.  S.      C.»|.tunf  oi.  ,li 3.  1864 474,477.480 

Pennell,  Isaac  A. 

i  \,i  ••■  poi  deni  e  h  i'Ii 

■    |)i-| tart n ictit,  I".  S 92 

Wi„Nl..«.W.  11  410 

Mentioned Ifl8 

Reports  of. 

C.uic  Patch.  S.  C.      iV.-lruction  of  salt  works  at 410 

St.  Belena  Sound.    Operation!  In  vicinity  ol 616 

Penniman.  Mrs.     Mentioned 640 

Pennsylvania  Troops,  led.     Infantry— Regiments:   85th,  388,  394; 

07th,  288,284 

Pennypacker,  Oalusha.     Mentioned 283,  284 

Perry.  C.  >.  l-ru-. 

Capture  of  landing'  parly  from,     flee  Iftll'UB'i  2nl&,  Btnth  i-iruUnn.     Cop- 

tan  ■  potty  from  >'.  8,  brig  Prrry  »n,  December  6,  1863, 

,  txpedkioH,  Dm  ruber  so,  1863,  '••  Jdmuaru  i,  1864. 

<in-_'ory,  suiiMK-i  i:.,  relieved  of  eammend  of,  and  ordered  toeommnad 

J.  s  Potometta ZM 

Mentioned in.  in.  162,  L68-155,  168  !<«>,  170,217,: 

826, 347.  ..■  H I,  4i)0, 434, 466, 626,  660,  671,  588,  629,  66 

Operation  ndina,  Fla.,  ami  vicinity  283 

lti(i\cliicIltS 

Perry,  John.     Mentioned 500, 502,  fi04 

Perait,  Hoop. 

Capture  of,  March  12,  1864 364,365 

Mentioned 419 

Petersburg,  City  of.     Boa  <  Ujf  "J  i'etmburg,  Steamer. 

Petrel,  H.  K.  M   S.     M  f 816 

Pettit,  O.  M.     s.c  0    M    PdtU,  '  .  8  8. 

Phelps,  Mr.     Mcnti- iic.1 641 

Philadelphia,  CT.fi 

A-- -mm.  .  rrmiered  T*  8  B   Pfaehewken      - 190 

Duraud,  George  R.,  appointed  to  command    186 
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Philadelphia,  IT.  S.  8. — Continued,  fnge. 

Mentioned 3-5,  10, 13, 16, 17, 23-25.  2ft,  30-33, 85,  41- 

•l.i,  4--i.  -17,  -4s.  Thi-.v.'  1,68-65,07  86,  08, 99, 

101,  102,  104.  IB9,  111,  113-115,  117,  120,  121,  138-181,  186,  139,  141. 142, 
144,  146,  147,  148,  151-15B,  161-163,165, 168-170, 172,  178,  175-182,184- 
UB,  i'M,,  i ■.>-.  289,  211,212, 216-818,  824-428,2  17,838,240-846, 

247. 840,  SSQ^  2^2-2-4, B6T-860,  888,  868,  MB,  899,  871-878,  27:..  2:-  . 

10, 347,  :$66,  368.  880,  400, 417,  421-424,  421 1 

432, 886, 185, 187,  486, 440, 441.  44<;.  468,  888, 451, 456-459, 402-468, 470, 
471. 506, 609-618, 515-518, 681-586, 688, 887, 688,  681-588, 688-541 

;.  465-556, 657, 669-562  67 1  681 ,  588, 68 

881, 888, 688, 86] ,  608, 806-408, 808,  6 1 8-415, 618-488, 685-681 1 
668,644  M7. 650-652, 655  868  661,664  869 

Philip,  John  W.     Mtnlii.mil 569 

Phillips,  Joseph.     MmOOBOi 188,191 

Phinney,  Alvin. 

.    Appointed  to  command  '     v.  s.  Lodona 690 

Men  tioned 65t 

Report  of  opeDstfCDS  ■gaJael  defenses  of  Charleston.  B.C 29 

Phythian,  Robert  L.. 

Appointed  t<>  command  of  IT,  S.  S,  Commodore  McDonongh 424 

OoceBpoodanofl  with 

Penderjrrah-t,  Austin 274 

Reynold.*,  William 274 

Mentioned . ..' 50, 81, 345, 409,  865,  658,  558, 589, 590 

Pickering,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 110, 262, 328, 332 

Pickering,  Henry  Y.     .Mentioned 682 

Picking,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 589 

Pidge,  B.  F.     Mentioned 270 

Pieraon,  William  H. 
< '. itt- IBpoodflDCa  with 

HttDter,  W,  W 483,484,505 

N;.v>  Departmeot,  0.6 483 

Report*  of  capture  of  V.  8.  8.  Witter  Witch,  June  3,  1864 481 

Pike,  William  O.     Mentioned    .« 1«M 

Pinkham,  John.     Mentioned 168,160 

Pinkney,  Robert  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  11iihi<t 713,715-717 

Mentioned 105,  137,  399, 697.  712,  725,  728,  770 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  ironclad  Kavannah 725 

Reports  of. 

Savannah,  C.  8.  ironclad. 

Desertion  of  Ijoat'e  crew  from,  November  9,  1863 10« 

Exposed  position  of 714 

Eteodbnoi  of,  for  duty 724 

Piper,  Thomas.     Mentioned 

Plant,  William  T.     MentJoned -    - 657 

Plato,  TJ.  &  Army  steamer.     .Mentioned -      M 

Piatt,  Robert.    Maottoned . 187 

Plover,  II.  11.  M.  8.     Mentioned 130,180 

Plymouth,  U.  8.  ship.     Mentioned 623 

Pocahontas,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  8, 1864 562-564 

Mentioned 458, 694 

Survey  of 672 


838 


Polleya,  Woodbury  H.  Report  ofloaof  I'    S.  S.  MadKie 

Pollock,  W.  W.  iiimiKi'l  0 .8 •  S.  Mai'.ni 

Polaley,  John  J.  1 634 

Pontiac,  i 

Blockade  of  Charlatan  B.O..                80B 

Laoe  B.  B 

Ordered  to  relieve  J.  ll.  BobmII  of  oonnnand  058 

Believed  of  oommand  and  otdaw dto  oemmand  I    8  5.  Pawnee 682 

1 628, 686, 666, 888, 856, 866, 861, 667, 671, 672,  t>76, 688 

mentBoi - 625 

■  'i. i,  i-  : vi  BMnia 

Pontooauc.  i  .8.8.     Orders  for  in-  514 

Pope,  J.  J. 

<  ,.rn  >p<iii'l.Mi.<  with  Kd ward  (.'.  Andereon 

rtioned 

Popper,  Matthias.     Mentioned..  ill" 

Porter,  Benjamin  II.      Mcnuomil ...  24,528 

Porter,  David  D.     ftjTi mtinned 381 

Port  Boyal,  8.  O. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

on   ' 

Data  .-mi.  John  A 466,6 

Boater,  J.  Q 621 

Ordon  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T 

Dahlgrvn,  John  A 

Reynolds,  WUHaaa 

Bepc 

Dehlgren,  John  A  7,210,324,546, 

B64,  B6B,  678, 620, 822,  625,  687, 668, 881 

BeynoldB,  William IS,  83, 174, 179, 212, 258, 869,368, 871,878 

Bee  alao  I  AasAawi  ami  ObQaton  riajrs/  May  Bow;  Skull  Oruk. 
Quarantine  station  at 371,546-648,561,564 

Wreck  of  bark  Alice  Provost  in  the  harbor  of,  December  12, 1863.     fit 

of  John  a.  Dahlgren 177 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Judge  U.  8.  district  court  at.     Correspondence  with 

A.  1.  Cmsraan 

Poetell,  William  R.     Mentioned 569,6941 

Potomska,  I.".  H.  S. 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  6.  C 

'  '     n.|ltl..I.  Mf i 

Destn  nalt  work.-  in    vicinity  of  Back  Kiver,  Georgia,  July  30, 

1864 - 584-586 

Expedition  in  White  Oai  R        Georgia,  august 22-24,  iww 639,640 

,  sppointed  to  oommand 215 

Mentioned 7.33, 

41.  151),  US,  144,  178,  218,  240,  243,  258,258,325,34  H,  401,434, 

1 89  519,625,1  .1,588,605,629,635,642,644,656,670,674-676 

Potter,  CharleB.     Con.  b  William  Reynolds 339 

Potter,  Edward  E.     Hi tttioned 582.621 

Potta,  Howard  D.     Benott  of  firing  upon  prize  steamer  Herald  by  U.  8.  8. 

Ottawa 74 


INDEX. 
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Powhatan,  V.  8.  8.  !•■**. 

Mentioned 7.  81,69,  1 10,1 1 1,  IU,  144 

Mi  m Dante  ol i, 8,48 

Pratt,  T.  St.  Gourde.     Mentioned 770 

Pratt,  Nichols.    Mentioned - 270 

President,  C.  8.     Mentioned 688 

President,  U.  8. 

ondciu't!  with 

Dahlgran,  J.  A 252 

\m\  Department  U,B 382 

m.i.i i  med t 154, 223, KB, 360, 406 

Press,     Correspondence  n^ard  inn  reporter*  for  the 23-25,213 

Presto,  Steamer.    Destrootlon  of,  Pebmcry2l  1864 9BS-S68 

Preston,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned 94,104,128 

Price,  Arthur.     Mentioned 300 

Price,  JohnB.     Keotfanad 491,494 

Price,  Joseph. 

A|i]iuintiil  to  command  ('.  S  n «. 7«Jt> 

odasoe  with  WlZHam  \v.  Buntef 494,  788 

Mentioned 499,  500, 004,  BOB 

Promotion  of,  for  trallant  and   meritorious  <  capture  of  U.  8.  S. 

Water  Wild. 606 

Report  of  capture  of  l\  8.  8.  Wuter  Witch,  Juno  3,  1864 4i>4. 495,  501 

Price's  Inlet,  South  Carolina. 

Depth  Of  wuter  in 168 

Keeiiniiiiiv.-iitHv  in,  May  23-26,  1864.     RcjK>rts  of 

Kirk  Libert  I'..' 456 

Rogers,  Williiini  <■ 455 

Prince,  I'i lot.     Mentioned 409 

Pringle,  Battery.     Bm  B  S  C 

Prisoners  of  war. 
Exchange  of. 

i  tomraunlcationi  from 

DaUgran,  John  A 613 

I  y       612,614 

Ordt  i  A.  Dahltfren 613 

See  also  Melaloth  Oovrt>B<maet  Oa.    Esjx'Jition  to,  etc. 

Guarding  of,  i|  Savannah,  ("Ja. 
«  OCBSttmJcatiOOfl  Imiii 

Mi-Laws.  L 768 

Boater,  w.  w ; 

Orders  and  LnatiuolkttBi 

Hooter,  w.  w 770 

Navy  Department,  0.  S . . 772 

lteport  of  William  W.  Hunter 769 

Placing  of,  nnder  fire  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Communications  from 

DahlKren,  John  A 529 

Foster,  J.  G 647 

Ripley,  R.  8 628 

Seliiniiinheniuu',  A 627 

Newapapei  clipping 534 

<  irders  and  iiistrintioilB. 

Dahlgxen,  John  \ 847,881,858 

Navy  Department,  XT.  8 687 


B40 


INDEX. 


h* 


621,  864, 606,  660,  670 


Prisoners  of  War— Continued. 

Placing  of,  under  On  at  Charleston,  s.  c  —  Continued. 

rta  of 

Dahlgreu,  lobs   V 

Bchitami  liennig,  \ 

Search  for  escaped  Union 

Prizes. 

178,  179, 246,  27 1,309,  326. 364. 365, 419, 420, 64 1,5! 

Treatment  of  punwiM  oaptamd  on 430 

Provost,  Alice.     Sm  Alicr  ft*  '«irk. 

Pusey.  Tug;     Mentioned 

Quarterman,  Joseph.     Mentioned 

Queen,  t .  s.  s.     Mewtletwn'  M.J. 616 

Rabon,  G.  M.     Mentioned  206 

Racer,  British  eloop.    Be  "i'f  BuU'eBey,  August  1,  1864 015-619 

Racer,  U.S.  moitat  BChoOBflr. 

Mentioned 00,118,144,146,169,176,177,2  i  -'.258, 

272,  080,  347,  365,  390,  100,  434,  466,  626,  650,  570.  688,  u 

i  ipemtia 

kgabiBt  defenses  of  Charleston,  8.  C SO 

In  St.. !i,.  River  and  \ioimly 

Rachel  Seaman,  V.  s.  Behooner,     Ordera  for  movements 880 

Rattler,  I     s   s.     Mentioned Ml 

Raymond.  William.     Mentioned 00 

Rebel,  sn  aim r.     Mentioned 

Reed,  John  H.     Mentioned 600 

Reeves,  Edward.     Mentioned 380 

Refugees,  deserters,  etc.     Disposition  of. 

I  >ni.  r  of  Navy  IV].nr(ni<-nt,  U.  B 316 

Dahlgren,  John  A 258 

Rowan,  8.0 

Began,  John.     Mentioned 60,61 

Registera,  William.     Mentioned 040 

Reilly,  James  K.      Mentioned 780 

Reinhardt,  John  P.     Mentioned 153,160 

Relief,  Steamer.     Mentioned 146, 

Rembert,  W.  P.     Mentioned ...301,80 

Rembert,  w.  p.,  jr.    Mentioned  3W 

Remey,  George  C.      Mentioned 628 

Rescue,  V.  &  s.     Mentioned 7,69,114,144,176,217,242, 

258,  325,  347,  800,  371,  300,  400,  434,  466,  525,  636,  551,  671, « 
Resolute,  0-  I 

i  n "ii  of  men  from 

HentioMd 106,491 

Movements,  .if 77  i 

Restless.  I     N .  fasj  k.     Mentioned 403 

Reynolds,  John  G.     Mentioned 9,71 

Reynolds,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 60,61 

Reynolds,  William. 

( iooneepondeneo  vtGh 

Baton,  Qeonje  H 275 

I5.il.hvin,  T.  B 868 

Cooper,  lieorge  II 264 
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Tiolda,  William — Continued.  Page. 
Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  C.  A 100 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 36,72,172,180,257,275,317,512 

DeCamp,  John 137 

Flood,  Christopher 246 

Frost,  Jos 339 

Garfield,  W.  H 171 

Uillmore,  Q.  A 406 

Hand,  Henry  W.,  etal 372 

Harris,  T.  C 138 

Harrison,  N.  B 371 

Kennison,  William  W 399,417 

Kirby,  Nicholas 7 

Master  of  brig  Ann 104 

Parker,  R.  W 368,373 

Phythian,  R.  L 274 

Potter,  Charles 339 

Rowan,  8.  C 271,385 

Stevens,  George  A 115 

Stone,  Ed  ward  K ~*  394 

West,  William  II 364 

Mentioned 23, 101, 148, 149, 173, 175, 177, 211, 215, 234, 252, 259, 288, 

310,  354,  365,  384,  386-388,  404,  419,  424,  458,  523,  526,  561, 589, 682, 688 
Reports  of. 

Alliance,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  April  12,  1864 398 

Defy,  Prize  schooner.    Disposition  of 271 

Florida.    Proposed  military  operations  in,  and  desired  cooperation  of 

gunboats  in  St.  John's  River 179 

Ida,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  July  8,  1864 562 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark.    Loss  of,  March  28,  1864 385 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 32, 

33,174,179,212,263,359,368,371,578 

St.  John's  River.     Operations  in 290 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Condition  of  Confederate  ironclads  at 136 

Operations  in  vicinity  of 625 

Skull  Creek.    Operations  in 171 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.    Condition  and  needs  of HI 

Stono  River.    Naval  demonstration  in,  July  1-9,  1864 554 

jtt,  Alfred.    Correspondence  with  8.  Elliott,  jr 345 

Jtt,  B.  Barnwell.     Mentioned 515 

jades,  Stephen  W.     Mentioned 386 

>de  Island  Troops.     Mentioned.    Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d,  354, 
356. 

h,  Albert  F.     Report  of  reconnoissance  of  Price's  Inlet 455 

hardson,  B.  Julius.     Mentioned 405 

.g-eway, .    Mentioned 337 

igold,  George  E.     Mentioned 392 

•ley,  Roswell  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 91 

Butler,  William 126 

Schimmelfennig,  A 528 

Tucker,  J.  R... 753 
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Ripley,  Roswell  S.     ConiUM  tag* 

ione  i         1 1.527, 528-5:: 

.    nf  i  iiiiiiiiin-j'-  Point  battel  i  by  l-' »rt 

Moultrie,  and  v-' ' < > 1 1 1 « ■  I > n jj:  "f  I".  8,  B.  Lehigh,  16, 

.,...  

Bpei  i.-i  order  regarding  signala  for  M>«  I  men 

Rivers,  C.  H.     Beport  of  bombardment  of  Onmming'a  Point  batti 

i.y  ;  r.Miii.iiriL' ■-•  D.  B.  B.  Lehigh,  November 

i»i.  IBM 

Roath.  Warrington  D.      U    ationed  


121 
OM 


Mentions  I  ....  12,2 


'■•  i  i  •  a  1 1  ■  i '  i  •  i . . 

aed 

rp   ii    Sod  ■<■  r$,  i\  8.  ad 
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Rochellc.  James  H. 
Rodgcrs,  Andrew  F. 
Rodgcrs,  George  W. 
Rodgers,  George  W. 
Rogers,  Charles  W. 

Coneepondenee  with  BTavj  Department)  fj.  s 

Mentioned 

Rogers,  Edward.     Mentioned 

Rogers,  Martin  C.     Mentioned 696 

Rogers.  William  C. 

Correspondence  vith  Uberi  P.  Rii  fa    455 

Mentioned 

B    oil  of  reconnoiawnoa  b  Pi  ei,  B.  C 455 

Rose,   British  -li.uner. 

use  and  destruction  of,  June  2,  1864 467 

ntioned 513,517 

Rosecrans,  William  8.     Mentioned 187 

Rosier.  John  A.     Mentioned 4t»l,  I " 

Roslyn  Castle.  Bteamer.     Mental  med 418,431 

Bover,  ScliiMuuT.     I  apton  -  4w* 

of  bo  &  senoorwr  T.  A.  Word,  Oetobm 

Rover,  Venm-1.     Mentioned. 033 

Rowan.  Stephen  C 

A[i]  i  mand 

off  Cbaiiaal B.  C 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  temporarily 363 

Aaaumee  tempi  imand  of  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Bqnadron...      345 

Correspondence  with 

Bali  Ii.  9eoiffl  ll 292-294,  296-298, 300, 307- 909,311-814,  414, 415 

Btabop,T   11  17 

Bryaon,  I 

Chudwick.  15.  II 

ii.-.  J i'li ii,  jr 

. •  .I -nil  >■.-!■•■.  '.i  irge  M 625 

Cooper,  G.  H...  .  

Dai  .   60,73,76,141,169, 

Davl     i        i     343 

Da  damp,  John 

Dutch,  JohnG  

I,  Ocmmaoder  I    B.  naval  forces  ut 321 

Gamble,  William  M 413 

Qibeoo,  William 

Gillespie,  W.  T 

liillu.i.r.-.  Q    A 309,  .110,  .m,  304,  381,  398, 401, 404 
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towan,  Stephen  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Green,  J.  F 319,327,331,348,363,370,416,425 

Halstead,  I.  T 407 

Hughes,  A.  K '    409 

Johnson,  A.  W 402,403 

Johnson,  William 371 

Kennison,  William  W 398 

Miller,  J.  N 413 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 378,407 

Parker,  G.  W 404 

Parker,  James 408 

Patterson,  R.  O .' 356,367 

Pendergrast,  Austin 416 

Pennell,  I.  A 410 

Phinney,  Alvin 29 

Reynolds,  William 271,290,359,368,371,385,398 

Stone,  Edward  E 388 

Terry,  A.  H 319,320 

Van  Alstine,  C.  J 420 

Weaver,  A.  W 374,375 

West,  Lewis 417 

West,  W.  H 365 

Williams,  E.  P 528 

Williamson,  J.  C '. , 511 

Mentioned 10,11,14,  16, 

18, 19,  32,  46,  68,  149, 227,  264,  276,  322,  329, 333, 382, 421, 431, 432, 506 

Relinquishes  command  of  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 418 

Reports  of. 

Buffalo,  Prize  sloop.     Loss  of,  March  22,  1864 372 

Bnll's  Bay,  S.  C.    Operations  in 363 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of 369, 392, 396, 397 

Blockade  of 348,424 

Operations  against  defenses  of 67, 380, 418 

Operations  off 341 

Defy,-  Prize  schooner.     Disposition  of 271 

Departure  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C. ,  for  Philadelphia 526 

Foreign  men-of-war.     Movements  of 316 

Georgetown    and    Cape    Romain    Shoals.      Measures  for  blockade 

between 401 

Housatonic,  17.  S.  S. 

Loss  of  l>oats  saved  from  wreck  of 366 

Sinking  of,  February  17,1864 327 

John's  Island,  S.  C.     Reconnoissance  of 317 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark.     Loss  of,  March  28,  1864 383 

Little  Ada,  Blockade  runner. 

Capture  and  abandonment  of,  March  25,  1864 379 

Movements  of 374 

Memphis,  U.  S.  S.    Torpedo  attack  upon,  March  6,  1864 356 

Monitors  and  ironclads.     Equal  pay  for  crews  of 25 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S. 

Attempted  destruction  of,  October  5,  1863 12, 13, 17 

Condition  of 141 

Services  of  crew  of 134 
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Eowan,  Stephen  C. — Continued.  Page. 
Reports  of. 

Nipsic,  U.  8.  8.    Capture  of  boat  and  crew  belonging  to,  February  28, 

1864 341 

St  John's  River.    Operations  in 299, 300,  308-310 

Seamen,  U.  8.    Transfer  of,  from  Army  to  Navy 409 

Sweet  Brier,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 360 

Special  orders 348,406 

Howe,  John  H.    Mentioned 399 

Bowe,  William  D.    Mentioned 697 

Russell,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 617 

Russell,  George.     Mentioned 183 

Russell,  James  B.     Mentioned 359 

Russell,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 655 

Baltimore,  Commandant  of  naval  station  at 628 

Navy  Dejjartment,  U.  S 558 

Mentioned 625 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  8.  8.  Pontiac 658 

Russell,  Thomas.     Mentioned 178 

Ruthven,  H.  G.    Mentioned 205 

Rutledge,  Battery.     See  Battery  Rutledge,  S.  C. 

Rutledge,  John.    Mentioned , 164,697 

Ryan,  Edward.    Mentioned 284 

Ryan,  John  J.    Mentioned 88 

St.  Andrew's  Sound,  Georgia.    Operations  in  vicinity  of.    Abstract  log  of 

U.  S.  bark  Brazil iera 673 

See  also  Brunswick,  Ga.;  Cumberland  Island;  Satilla  River;  White  Oak  River. 
St.  Catherine's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Capture  of  sloop  Annie  Thompson  in,  January  16,  1864 245, 246 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  William  Reynolds 7 

Report  of  J.  Blakely  Creighton 22 

St.  Helena  Sound,  Georgia. 

Colvocoresses,  George  M. ,  appointed  to  command  in 645 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 645 

Rowan,  8.  C 525 

Reports  of 

Dutch,  JohnC 93 

Penncll,  I.  A 615 

See  also  Kingfisher,  U.  #.  bark,     IjOSS  of,  etc. 
St.  John's  River,  Florida, 

Balch,  George  B.,  relieved  of  command  in 466 

Creighton,  J.  B.,  relieved  of  command  in 665 

Joint  expedition  up,  April  26-28,  1864. 

Communications  from  William  Birney 413 

Reports  of 

Balch,  George  B 414,415 

Breese,  8.  I, 415 

Lewis,  Rol>ert  F.  R. ,  appointed  to  command  in  466 
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St.  John's  River,  Florida — Continued.  Pa<e. 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Balch,  GeorgeB 422 

Dahlgren,  John  A 129 

Gordon,  George  H 437 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 128,423,463,573,626,665 

Reynolds,  William 368 

Reports  of 

Balch,  GeorgeB , 425,430,436 

Boutelle,  Charles  0 426-128 

Breese,  S.  L 147 

Dahlgren,  John  A 147 

Meriam,  Frank  B 51 

See  also  Columbine,  U.  S.  8.,  capture  of,  May  tS,  1864;  also  Florida. 

Still  well,  James,  appointed  to  command  in 665 

St.  Mary's,  Steamer. 

Capture  of 276-281,288 

Mentioned 147,275,287,372,420,441 

Order  for  destruction 423 

St.  Mary's  River.    Operations  in.    Reports  of 

Freeman,  S.  N 283 

Furber,  E.  G 284 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  Braziliera 649 

Report  of  W.  T.  Gillespie *. 648 

See  also  Hampton  River,  Georgia;  Turtle  River. 

Ballet,  William.    Mentioned 597 

Sampson,  C.  S.  S. 

Hebbard,  S.  F.,  relieved  of  command  of,  and  appointed  to.  command 

C.  S.  S.  Firefly 712 

Marmaduke,  H.  II..,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  F.  Clayton  of  command 772 

Mentioned 491 ,  501 ,  502, 697,  705, 716,  730-732, 735, 737, 751, 757,  764, 767, 770 

Mills,  T.  B.,  appointed  to  command 717 

Movements  of 747, 771 

Orders  for  movements 731 

Price,  Joseph,  appointed  to  temporary  command • 766 

Transfer  of,  to  Savannah  squadron 696 

Sampson,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 668 

Mentioned 589 

Sams, .     Mentioned 204 

Sanborn,  Francis  W. 

Mentioned 285,287,293,294,300,302,449 

Reports  of. 

Columbine,  U.  S.  S.    Capture  of,  May  23,  1864 451 

St.  John's  River.    Operations  in 286,303-307 

Sanchez,  Mr.    Mentioned 301 

Sanders,  Thomas.     Mentioned 178 

Sands,  William.     Mentioned 356 

Sanford,  Mary.     See  Mary  Sanford,  U.  8.  S. 
Sangamon,  U.  S.  S. 

Cooper,  George  H.,  appointed  to  command 323 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott,  appointed  to  temporary  command 560 
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Sangamon.   U.  &  fl       I  'Uitinned.  PHgv 

Honed 20,61,66,97 

OS,  119,  i                                                         •••(•.  829,  866,680,  I 
Movement*)  of 

Ordsn  f Or  movements S6i 

Y.-uni.',  .Jonathan,  appointed  to  commend 560 

Santee  River,  South  Carolina.    Operation!  In  vloinitj  oi      Report  <if  T.  II. 

Patterson 628 

See  also  6 
Sapelo  Sound,  Georgia. 

in 543-545 

Operations  in  vicinity  of.     Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 548 

Surah  Bruon,  l.\  S.  whooniT. 

Mentioned 588, 629,  &r. 

Orders  for  movements 

8arah  Mary,  Sloop.     Capture,,    1  D  B  86,  1864 540,541 

Saratoga,    U.S.    hip. 

Abstract  )<  g,  .1  uly  B6,  1864 

Boat  expedition  from. 

In  Turtle  River.  <.e.. una,  Angl  i    1864 642-644 

To  Mclalosb  Ooori  I  i -4,  imu..  698-612 

Tn  SimiPi  Revpoit,  Oft.,   Ldgti  364 63 1-634 

t  tolvooonssea,  George  M.,  relieved  of  command 684 

Mentioned     :.■■■                        548  660, 571,58                1,620,640,656,6!     I 
Operations  tn  st.  Helena  Bound  end  vicinity 689 

Orders  for  mowm. •nt.- 240,440,  *■ 

Satilla  Biver,  Georgia. 

Dertrurti.-n  -.f.-awmill  on,  April  7,  1864.     Report  of  W.  T.  Gillespie 395 

Operations  in.    Report  of  W.  T.  Gillespie 240 

See  :!|-...  II  /,  Ht  ihil:  Hirer. 
Savannah,  ( I,  S.  InmOlod 

Bunting  of  iron  on 

rtption  of 709 

THnnrtton  nf  hmf'n  row  from,  NmrnrmTii  105-109 

Mentioned 118, 136,  i:*7, 171, 184, 248, 341 

417,  466,  481,  496,  60S,  H  ffl-705,  707-709,  714,716,724,  72! 

780^782,734,786,737,741,742,746,746,  749,  784,  765,  757,  767,  770,  778 

Ozden  tar  movement* 71 

rinkiiey,  u.  f.,  relieved  of  oomnnid 725 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Affaire  in  vicinity  of. 
Reports  of 

I )alilgren,  John  A 

Johnson,  A.  W 

KJSOD,  William  w 

idition  of  Confederate  ironclads  at.    Report  <>f  William  Reynolds  — 

edornte  vessels  at 897,702,71 

Guarding  T'nion  prisoners  at 768-770 

OjH'ratioiif  in  vicinity  of. 
Com  in  nni  cations  from 

Anderson,  Edward C ill. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 

Foster,  J  oh  n  O 

Gilmer,  J.  F 702,704,712. 
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Savannah,  Ga. — Continued.  ,  Page. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of — Continued. 
•  Communications  from 

Hunter,  W.  W , 702, 

•      705,  714,  715, 718,  725, 727, 729, 730, 735, 749,  762, 763, 764,  769, 770 

McCrady,  John 750 

McLawe,L: 763,765,768 

Mercer,  H.  W 714,716,727 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 692,  704,  722, 752 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 515 

Tattnall,  Joeiah 696, 761 

Tucker,  J.  R 710 

Walker,  W.S ^ 718 

Ward.W.H  758 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Beauregard,  G.  T 724 

Fiser.J.C 760 

Hunter,  W.  W 706-708, 

712, 713, 715-717, 720,  722, 725, 731,  737,  746,  749, 
751,  752,  758, 759, 763, 764, 766,  768-770,  772,  773 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 725, 728, 729,  743,  759, 766,  772 

Reynolds,  William 417 

Tucker,  J.  R 693 

Reporte  of 

Anderson,  Edward  C 751 

Carnes,W.W 725 

Dahlgren,  John  A 421,  465 

Dalton,  H.H 734,771 

Hatch,  John  P 520 

Hunter,  W.  VV ." 691, 

708,  716,  719,  722,  723,  731,  734, 745,  749, 769,  771,  773 

Johnson,  A .  VV '. 183 

Mills,  Thomas  B 747 

Pendergrast,  Austin 416 

Pinkney,  R.  F *- 714,724 

Reynolds,  William 625 

Stevens,  T.  H 322,346 

Warley.A.  F 768 

See  also  Calibogue  Sound;  Tijbee;   Wassaw  Hound;   Water  Witch. 

Savannah,  Ga. ,  British  Consul  at.    Mentioned 180, 317 

Savannah  Republican,  Editor  of.    Correspondence  with  William  B.  Gaul- 
den  611 

Savannah  River.     Operations  in.     See  Savannah,  Ga. 

Savannah  Squadron.     List  of  vessels  comprising * 767 

Saxton,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 679 

Mentioned 404,654 

Scallon,  James.    Mentioned 164, 165 

Scammon,  Eliakixn  P.     Mentioned 534 

ScompB,  Charles.    Mentioned 12 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander. 
Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  John  A 527,529,538,553,557,577,579,583 

Green,  J.  F .-. 638,654 

North  Edisto  River,  Captain  commanding  U.  8.  gunboat  in 318 


Schimmelfennig,  Alexander— Continued.  P**e 

Cornel Mtmlt'iirf  with 

Bipley,  ft.fi 528 

Btono  Inlet,'  naval  forces  al 

Mentioned 22,182 

Report  of  pJeoing  of  prieonen  oi  »»*  ender  fire  at  Chat  I  C 

Schulz,  Frederick  C.     Mentioned 

Scott,  Henry  B.     I  ft  with  W.  H.  Noble - Ill 

Scott,  Thomas.     Mentioned 12»; 

Sctibner,  E.  B.    Bee  £  /'.  Saribiur,  %  I 

Seaman,  Charles.     Mentioned 302 

Seaman,  Rachel.     Bee  Jtoekaf  ftomon,  I    8C  scteoiwr. 

Seamen,  0.  S.     Xtenefer  of,  from  Army  to  Navy 720,75  748 

Seamen,  Union.    CbueepondenoB  regarding  detention  of, beyond  I 

at]  end  meeenree  for  increasing  enlistinenl 

75,100,200,324,370 
Secession villo,  S.  O.     Attack  tijN.n  steamer  Ella  Mom;  i.v  hattcries  near. 

■•-•■■  Bacon  

Secessionville  Creek.  South  Carolina.     Operation*  in.     Report  of  ( ienryt* 

Balch 03 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  C.  S.     Mentioned 

4 h:-:.  I  m  .  ;«•'•.  ao*,  898,  600, 701 .  70* 

Bocrotary  of  the  Navy,  U.  8.     Mentioned 

i.; 

490.  101,  503,   '.il.  808,  <'.is.  680 
Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.     Mentioned 
Secretary  of  War.TJ.  S.     Mentioned  2   108,408 

Semmes,  Alexander  A.     Mentioned     566 

Sommea.  Charles.     Mentioned 186, 

Seneca,  U.S.  8. 

ll"|.kitit?.  A.,  ji|t|>"i'i:  mend 104 

Mentioned 80,300,118,115,144,176,218,242,  00,400, 

'::i  i".   i  '  ■,  i71,  580,  820,  667,  673 

Movements  "' W8 

l  (pei  atieni  In 

D  boj  Bound]  I  leontia 48,48 

Btono  i>'iv.i  and  vicinity. 408 

Ol    lrl>   fur  flin- ilil 

Severns,  Isaac.      Mentioned - 640,  851 

Seward,  Frederick  W.     Mentioned 817 

Seward,  William  H.     Per oorroBpondeni  Stat  fv/w  ■■>■>.>  ni,  r.  s. 

Seymour,  Lester. 

0oneepondeno6  witfaTW.W.Bnnfter ......  Ml 

Mentioned 491,40 

art  ol  capture  of  1 1.8,8.  Water  Witch.  June  8,1884 MS. 

Seymour,  Truman. 

Obneepi  Eufeoe  i  till  Q.B.  Belch ft 

L.     90,86 

Shaler,  Alexander.     Mentioned...    534 

Shark,*  (  tooner,    Mentioned  512 

Shaw,  A.    Mentioned 40" 

Sheffield,  Edward  H.     Mentioned. . 375-379 


•  ffaBM  ili«LiK>-«>  UMJrurjce  W.  Kixixcni. 
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Shelly,  Benjamin  P.    Correspondence  with  J.  R.  Tucker 705 

Shelton,  Captain.    Mentioned 577 

Sheppard,  Robert.     Mentioned 462 

Sherman,  William  T.    Mentioned 527,591 

Shipp,  George  L. 

Mentioned 232 

Statement  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Charleston,  8.  C 229 

Shirley,  Paul.    Mentioned 589,627 

Shufeldt,  Bobert  W.    Mentioned 92 

Sibourg,  M.  de.    Mentioned 45, 64 

Sibourg,  Mme.  <le.    Mentioned 46, 65 

Sills,  Jeremiah.    Mentioned 480,482 

Simkina,  C.    Mentioned 337 

Simpson,  Edward. 
Correspondence  with 

Mason,  Henry 233 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 95 

Mentioned 68, 168, 213, 234, 236, 263, 431, 432,532,696 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.    Operations  against  defenses  of 67 

Ironclads,  U.  8.     Experience  and  observation  on 37-41 

Presto,  Blockade  runner.    Destruction  of,  February  2,  1864 264 

Weehawken,  U.  8.  8.    Sinking  of,  off  Charleston,  8.  0.,  December  6, 

1863 163 

Simpson,  Edward,  et  al.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 162 

Sinclair,  John.     Mentioned 302 

Skinner,  E.  "W. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  8.  8.  Firefly 737 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  8.  8.  Isondiga  and  appointed  to  command 

C.  8.  8.  Firefly 752 

Skinner,  O.  C.     Mentioned 307 

Skull  Creek,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in. 
Communications  from 

De  Camp,  John 559 

Reynolds,  William 137 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 143 

Harris,  T.  C 138 

Reynolds,  William 171 

Slater,  James.     Mentioned 597 

Smallpox.     See  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Smith,  Mr.    Mentioned 693 

Smith,  Albert  N.    Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 177, 655 

Smith,  Dan.     See  Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Smith,  Edward  "W.     Mentioned 273 

Smith,  James.     Mentioned 452 

Smith,  James  M.    Mentioned 336,345 

Smith,  S.  Porcher.     Mentioned 204 

Snow,  Lorenzo  D.     Mentioned 188,191 

Sofleld,  Isaac.    Mentioned 211 

Sonoma,  U.  8.  S. 

Captures  made  by 562 

Gibson,  William,  ordered  to  relieve  George  H.  Cooper  of  command 323 

N  w  r — vol  15 54 
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Sonoma,!'.  9.  S.     GOQtlOTMd. 

i  1.1.-,  W.  M.,  appointed  to  command 

Mentioned 81,  il.  18,66,67  69,97,114,144,176,212,818,284,84 

590,897,  100,408,419,434, 
m .  .-il .  -.7 1 ,  688,  688, 689, 632-634, 644, 667, 670,  "71, 676, 686 

Operation* 

Apiinst  detUUM  "I  '  'Imrlcwton,  8.  C 

In  BtOfiO  h'tvtr  Kin  I  vicinity 398 

( tatan  f.  <r  movementi 9.82, 264, 257,638, 6 1 

8ophia,  British  BChoOOCT. 

Capture  il    JfevebS,  UMM,  and  eofeedqaent  loae  at  aea 349-364 

Mentioned 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Bradford,  J.  M..  appo'mt»d  fleet  captain 136 

made  \>y 85, 

110,  M0,  17.!,  177-179, 819-828,  284, 846,  -  ..  270, 271 

884,898  14,316,321,349-366,361 

398, 419,  420,  4C.7,  681,  540,  Ml ,  648-646, 

Condition  and  need*  «i i  1.41. 

18,  51, 52, 84,  70,  75, 97, 99, 101, 109,  1 1 1. 14 1- 1 
211  218,2    !  ■■  !   '  1,841,248, 

km;.  66,  18,616,618-620 

See  hIho   Irinirltirlx,    !'.   S.       (Jtuthhrx  and  fmlition  of. 

Dahlgreo,  John  A. 

■  >i    It  Tim  I   In  1 1  will  I  il-  roiMIIIRIld  of 

Requ  tofabeeooe 81 

Requests  to  lw»  relieved  of  command  of -» 

Beromea  Bcnmnarid 417,418 

Disposition  of  nuubj 68,69,  113,  144 

817,  242, 25*.  259, 884,  825, ::  M,  847,  866,  866,  BBO,  891,  400,  101,  4 88,  4:14, 
166,  468, 524, 626, 650, 551,  570,  571.  688-690,  B 

Health  regulation*  En 546-54*. 

of  J,  a.  Dahlgrev  to  drill  crews  for  operation!  oo  lend 688 

Rowan,  8.  0. 

Appointed  i iiniiiuiil  lenijKintrily 368 

Assume*  temporary  command  of .  345 

Relinquishes  command  of 418 

Veseele ordered  to  duty  In  8,48,  17,57,92,95,  116, 151,240,2  i,2«0 

272,  412, 118,  440,  509.  514. 521,  633, 543,  558, 689,571,583,  687,  847,  664 
South  Carolina.  1 

0*11  twee  made  by 397-399 

i ,  118, 

144, 148. 149. 157. 176,  810, 217.  242.  258  274,2  \  S66, 880,400, 

419.  484, 168,  51'.',  520, 523, 525, 569. 571 .  588. 599. 606, 029,  651 

ration  in  TyUv  Beads,  Oeorgi* 854,  I0B 

i   movement** 117 

South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned        Confederate.) 

Aiiiii.Tv,  Bevvy    i  i.'.ih  i  Dneaa),  247,  406;  18th*, 804b SOB, 887j 

2d  (loii- -I.. ■  ■.  Df,  :dj,  126,  127.     Light    Battali< 

Batter*  Palmetto  (Bat 

lariat),  K.  804;  V  (Qfeeenol  Lacal  Artillery).  205, 206.    Light— 
Batteriee:  Marlon,  204-200;  Bantee, 

Cavalry -Regiment*:  3d,  201,204,369;  (Companies),  F,  631 ,  632,  634. 


'  Known  alwi  na  8l<-m<  Train 
I  K 


f  Known  n!»i  iix  In^'lia  Light  Artillery. 
1  uk  Kimt  Kegtmont  of  1 11  fan  I  rr. 
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Soutn  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned,      n  '..nf.tl.-r.ii.-       Continued.  ■■■,-, 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  557. 
Miscellaneous — Charleston  Naval  Battalion,  744. 
South  Edisto  River,  South.  Carolina.     Operation!  i'i  rii  il    »     0       Order  Of 

John  A.  Dahlim'ti t*S7 

Se»  aid  South  i  -.    Joint  expedition  up, 

South  Newport,  Oa.     Boat  axpadUzon  to,    kllflflBtll      -     1884. 
A  list  met  log  of 

Saratoga,  tT.  8.  fi 888 

T.  A.  Ward,  I".  8.  schooner 088,681 

Otaunuaiontinni  bom  Saba  A.  Dahlgron 632 

(  tanaral  order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 632 

Petition  of  captured  citizens  to  he  paroled 633 

rta  of 

< '.  ,|Vi».'.,r.-».--,  George  M 631 

Ddilgrvn,  John  A I  K 

Hood,  A 634 

South  Santee  River,   South  Carolina.      Operations  in.     See  Utile  Ada, 
Mnar.     CbpPtn  <>j .  March  86,  1864. 

Spaulding, .     JhntfrimH 

Spaulding,  Randolph.     Men! iotied 

Special  orders. 

Oonflodemta • 11,62, 

«.».. . 148,  153,  1WJ,  226, 244,  27! ,  384,  848,  406,622,  685-688 

Spencer,  William  B. 

Appointed  |q  command  I  .  B.  s.  OolamMna 10 

Hentkmed 800-802,461-468 

Spirit  ration.     < >rder  of  Navy  Department,  C.  8..  will  696 

Spofford,  John  P.    Mentioned 684 

Spohberg,  Charles.     Mentioned 164 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Mentioned 166,176,210 

Itifjuri  i if  retaliatory  expedition  t.i  KnrreVa  Inlet 167 

Sprague,  Peleg.     Mentioned 178 

Stafford,  Mr.      Mentioned 174 

Stag,  Steamer.    Mentioned 688,678 

Stamm,  William  S.     Mentioned  568 

Stanley,  Charles.     Mentioned 500 

Stannard,  William  A.     Mentioned 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.     Vat  oamepondence,  me  Ifar  Department,  U.S. 

Stapleton,  James  M.     Mentiotu id , I ''■• 

Starks,  Charles.     Mentioned 178 

Stathers,  Thomas.     Mentioned 164 

State  Department,  u.  s.    Correspondence  with 

Britiah  aheftjo*  d'aflairee  bo  the  United  Btatea 617 

Britlah  Kdntstof  u<  the  United  Btataf 220 

Navy  Department,  l.\  S 220, 221, 353,  «I7 

Stehbins,  Charles,  jr.     Correspondence  wit  1 1  J .  A .  Dull  Igran (133 

Steedman,  Charles.     Keport  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  B.  Atlanta  at  Philadelphia, 

in  lev  <-f  i'.  s.  s.  i  ■  5 

Steele,  Thomas  8.     Mentioned 183 

Stettin,  I'S 

Mentioned    .-..„ 88,118,  hi,  176,818, 

848,  258,  325, :::                                   S,  526, 550, 670, 688, 628, 666, 676 
Operations  in  St.  Sin  md  420 
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Stevens,  George  A.  i  „K, 

Corri's|iwn.l.-m-i-  with 

Navy  Deportment,  CI.  B  514 

Reynolds,  William 115 

i:  I    1 1    .1  (aptiirc  <>f  Kteamer  Chiithftin,  -i  16,  1868 

Stevens,  Thomas  H. 

DOB  with 

8,  KM 78 

Chase,  Whitman 257 

Dehferan,  .1    v MB 

Mentioned 68,  B 

Ke  porta  of. 

Ohsrketon,  8.  C. 

Opi.TfttidiK*  uKJiinst  defensn'8  of 67 

Removal  1  if  ofcatraottooi  hi  barter  of 102 

Fori  Sumter,  8.  C.    Joint  bombardment  of,  October  26  to 
10.  1668 

Suvummli,  <i«       <  ►jK-ratiotis  in  vicinity  of 822, 34© 

swift.  Bchooner     Gapttne  of 821 

Wilin  (ii-ortfiu.     Operation*  in 256 

Steward,  John.     Mentioned 

Stewart,  John  W.     Mentioned 684 

Stewart,  Joseph.     Mentioned 

Stickney,  8.  D.     Mentioned 140,179,180 

Stillwell,  James. 

Appoints  I  ka  command  in  St.  John's  Btrer 665 

•.Mill  J.  A.  Dahlgren 

8  timers,  Albun  C.      Mentioned 4 

8tOckwell,  Mr.     Miintiona.il 17  1 

Stoddard,  William  B. 

Appointed  in  command  IT,  s.  8.  Mohawk 

Relieved  of  oommand  ol  U,  s.  s.  Home. 647 

Stone,  Edward  E. 

appointed  to  oommand 

arran,  i  .  s.  s 

rTfuoaa,  r.  s.  8 489 

i  '!ii'i-)H.ii.l.-iiiio  with 

Chaplin.  J.C 4«1 

Dtanlgran,  .John  A 185, 466, 470, 586, 539, 549, 659, 574, 687 

Bfbbr,  11.  1 

Mentioned , 469,471  -ft, 692 

Relieved  "f  oommand  "f 

Cboj  B        ..  

Cimarron,  0  s.  EL,  and  appointed  te  command  0.  B.B.  Cteandaignn.     689 

Winona,  U.  S.  S.,  itn-I  upj>oint<il  to  <-a>intnand  l\  S.  8.  Paul  Jones  .. .       618 

of. 
Aahepoo  anal  Houth  Edisto  rivers.     Joint  expedition  np,  May  25-27, 

690,461 

Db  cberaaa  and  Oolieton  rivera.    TiiTut  mummo!— inn  hi 388 

May  Kivi-r.  South  ('aniliuit.     Kccorjiiuissanci'  in,  April  7,  1884    394 

Montana,  I    B  B     Oonditlonol 507 

8tonemaii,  Ooorge.     MentlOQed    486,567,625 

Stoney,  Theodore.     Mentioned 12,358,733 
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Stono  Biver,  South  Carolina.  Page. 

Attack  upon  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead  by  Confederate  batteries  on,  December 
25,1863. 

Commendatory  letters  of  J.  A.  Dahlgren 196, 197 

Extract  from  journal  of  operations,  Charleston,  S.  C,  December  25, 

1863 199 

Reports  of 

Balch,  GeorgeB 188-190,192,194 

Beauregard,  G.  T 200,208 

Cochran,  J 194 

Dahlgren,  John  A 188 

Freeman,  S.  N 193 

Jenkins,  John 202,207 

Kemper,  Del 203-205 

Kidder,  B.  H 191 

McKee,  W.  B 205,206 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  jr 190,192,194-198 

Nesbit,  R 206 

Page,  P.  R 199,200,206 

Wise,HenryA 199 

Naval  demonstration  in,  July  1-9,  1864. 

Communications  from 

Bradford,  Jos.  M 553 

Dahlgren,  John  A 552,553 

Schimmelfennig,  A 557 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 551 

Green,  J.  F 652 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 564,557 

Eckstein,  Henry  C 556 

Johnson,  A.  W 556 

Reynolds,  William 554 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Balch,  George  B 234 

Beauregard,  G.  T 710,711,727 

Dahlgren,  John  A 538 

Gillmore,  Q.  A 398 

Rowan,  8.  C 401 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Balch,  GeorgeB 132 

Dahlgren,  John  A 216,257,559,590,645 

Reports  of 

Bacon,  George 127 

Balch,  George  B 9,22,71,93,134,181,222,223,249,272 

Gibson,  William 392,393 

Hughes,  A.  K 323 

Jenkins,  John 710,712,721,724,726,728 

Parker,  James 408 

Tabb.W.  B 711 

Taliaferro,  William  B 748,751 

White,  J.  H 717,721 
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Stono  River,  South  Carolina — Oantinned. 

ntfODI  in  M.-n.ily  .it— <  •.-.ntii'.i 

Sketrh  hhowing  posit  dan]  end  <'•  •illiterate  forces  on   July, 

-    - . 

SoeahfO  . f "lui'. <  Inland. 

Stover.  Abnor  D.     Mentioned 478,4' 

Stow,  Frederick  B.     Report  "(  n-t  of  officen  ami  men  lost  Iron  i     B   - 

W  m  ham  m  

Stribling-,  Cornelius  K.     Mentioned 464, 611, 612,836,648, §78 

r  rMrrc-|.i>n<UMirr,  -iv  .V»n/    Ytinl,   I'liiliiiUljilnn,  'Hmmtimlttiil 
Stringfellow,  Charles  S.     For  cnrnw|Hiridrnrr 

Stringham,  Silas  H.  >>  Hence,  «•«•  -/,  lhmtrm,  .Vom., 

•    .'imundnnl  of. 

Strohecker,  John  P.     Mentioned 206 

Strong,  Frank  L.     Hsnu  mad 

Strong-,  Frederick  W. 

otion  <■•! 660 

Report  of  oaptan  of  tobooner  PooaboatMi  •'"!>  s,  1864        563 

Stuyvesant,  Moses  S.     Mentioned 166 

Sullivan,  James.     tfantlouad 19-21 

Sullivan's  Island,  South  Carolina.     OpemtfanBOO.     Bee  <  ImriettuH,  & 

i  *  of. 

Summerline,  William.     Mentioned 596 

8umner,  Henry.      Mentioned 

Sumter,  Fort.     Bee  /•'»•'  SutHttt,  B   ' 

Sumter,  General.     Bee  <<'■  Mm]  Ami)  r,  Bttamer. 

Sumter/  Confederate  tzanaporl  nfeanw     Mentioned no 

Supply,  r.  s  storeihhi 

Condition  of , 422 

Mentioned 118,144,149,  176,211,217,242,244,258 

400, 434,  465, 514, 524, 5.50,  568, 570,  572, 588,  618, 610, 628,  657,  878, 
Movement.-*  •  •( 75 

Oiden  Ear  movement! 43 

8uter,  Charles  H..      Ifentioncd       

Sutherland,  Alan  P.     Mentioned  196 

Swann,  Robert  P. 

Cot  nepondienoa  with 

DahJgren,  J.  \ 586 

WUHame,  Qhnrlej  0      

Men  Honed - 665, 566, 885, 642, 370, 874. 

Keporta  of. 

Hack  River,  Cieon/iK.     t>r«trurtion  of  sail  works  on 584 

While  Oak  Kiver.     Kxpeditiun  in,  August  22-24,  1884 (!39 

Sweet  Brier,  C.  S.  S. 

made  by 66 

Blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  t :«r. 

Mentioned 847,  :«,465, 

i  687, 660k 688,  5T%  M8, 828, 86 1                 981, 065, 667, 672, 876, 
Movement.--  of 360 

Swift,  Sc  1: ut. 

( Saptnre  i  »f 321 

( *.  nd  ition  of 512 

Mentioned 355,571,588,629,656,676 

•  Former!  r  C.  K.  8.  Sumter;  mlm  known  aa  Gibraltar. 


Swift,  Frederick  w.     Mentioned 634 

8ylvanu«,  British  xrliniiuiT.     Caplnrv  of,  January  2,  1804 219-222 

Sylvester,  Charles  E.     ftfOBttoofid 685 

Syren,  Mriimn       Mentioned - 088*678 

T.  A.  Ward,  I'.  S.  mortar  -ebooner. 
Ahtttnu't  log, 

Auguirt  15-19,  1864 633 

Aagraf  Bad  28,  is<m 644 

Capture  of  boat's  crew  from,  October  20,  1863.     See  JfurrWf  «  Inlet,  Sbtllk 
I  I 1  nilina.     Capture  of,  eta 

Capture  made  by ft 

Mentioned 69-61,81, 

98,  U::.  I  II,  I.Yj.  Int.  1^217,242, 256,  266,82$,  847, 366,  :;■«>.  IOC, 
04, 406. 520, 523, 525,  550, 659, 571, 588, 600, 629, 640, 642, 657,  67t 

Orders  for  movements 47, 622 

Tabb,  William  B.     Report  "f  piekt't  olinervarion.--,  Jolm':- I-huel    B.  i        -.-       711 
Taliaferro,  William  B. 
Co rreepond enee  w  i  1 1 1 

Beauregard,  (i.  T 

Haiilciter,  ('.  R 196 

.Foiie>,  San. 717,  7 IS 

Report  of  operations  in  vieinitj  ofBtOOO  I'.Imt,  South  Carolina.  751 

Tallahassee,  ('.  S.  S.     Mentioned 678 

Tallman,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned 263,690 

KepTt  of  roii- lit  ion  of  1'.  S.  S.  Naluuit 508 

Tan  turn,  John  M.     Mentioned 2t»7 

Tattnall,  Charles,     Mentioned 1S1 

Tattnall,  John  B.  F.     Mem  696 

Tattnall,  Josiah. 

i  Bneepondenee  with 

id,  CM    708 

Banter,  W.  W I              a  • 

Navy  Deportment,  0.  B 759 

Ward,  W.  11 m 

III  DttODftd 

Taylor,  Alexander  W.     Mentioned 534 

Taylor,  Charles  F.     Mentioned  156,157 

Tearney,  Michael.     Mentioned BO 

Tecumseh,  I  .  S.  s.     Mentioned 4,26,97,144 

Terry,  Alfred  H. 

Correspondowe  uiih 

Dnhlgren,  Join  \ mi 

Rowan,  B.C. -    i 

Mentioned 16,96,227,2 

Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

I  '"i  " Bpondfin  ■•  .-.  itli  "■«',! ,  •   Department,  O   B MO 

Mentioned 546 

Thayer,  Henry  G.     Mention, •<! 261 

Thomas,  C.  Wesley.     Mentioned 481,491,499-501 

Thomas,  Edwin  J.     Mentioned IBS 

Thomas  Foulkes,  Steamer.     Mentioned .'W1- 

Thomas,   Joseph    G\     Report   of  .wtirvey  of   prixe  veaaels  l'ocahontaH  and 

Cyi  'laps 872 


Thomas.  John.     Mentioned 
Thomas,  William. 

Appointed  I"  '••■ininund  l '.  B.  B.  Firefly 892 

Bettered  of  eomnnflad  of  c.  S.  8.  Firefly til* 

Thompson,  Annie.     Bee  Annie  Tfanpton,  rtuop. 

Thompson,  Moset.     Mentioned       ITH 

Shorn,  Bteomei      Mentioned 42,111,112 

Thornton,  Henry.     Mentioned. 

Thorpe,  Samuel  R.  J.     Mentioned EBB,  81 1 

Thorpe,  William.     Mentioned 597,611 

Thorpe,  William,  et  al.     Correspondence  with  .1 .  A    1  '.ihlirren 006 

Thunderbolt  Battery,  Oa.      Information  received  from  deserters  concern - 

Uejiort  of  A.  K.  1 1  lichen 112 

Thurston.  Robert  H.     OoUQOpundenOB  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 

Tilghman,  Benjamin  C.     OoriBspondencc  with  George  K.  Baleh 422 

Tillson,  Myron  W. 

Mentioned 

H»-|M.rt  of  rapture  of   >«»:itV  CT0V   fn.in    1".  S.  .-chooner  T.  A.  Wan!   in 

Mum-ir."  InlH.  v  a,  October  20,  1863 60 

TiogR,  I '.  B.  9.     <  apt ii i  y 

Tisiphone,  H.  I-  H 

Men  t  i.  .tun! 

Mm  i  44-46,04 

Tison,  J.  M.    Mentioned...  

Tobin,  James.     Mentioned 160 

Tobin,  Michael.     Mentioned lrV."i.  1«K> 

Tomb,  James  H. 

F.xtraet  from  notelxxik   of,  regarding  attack    npo  Memphis, 

March  6,  1864 

Mentioned 12,  IS, 

Notes  from  papers  of,  regarding  rinlitng of  I  .8  8,  Bon*atonicby  I 

terpi  ii   L  Bunley 

Report  Ofsitempteddestru.  ( iM,M.f  r.S.  S.  NVw  •  Imnisidi  •*.,  Isttt. 

Torch,  Steamer      Mentioned 231 

Torpedo  Boats,  Confederate.     OpemttonC  of 

Bt,  296,228,289,231,238,239  271,273,327-33 

897,  4U5,40S,412,'  ,710,  711.  718,  719, 724, 

Torpedoes.     Corre*p<mdenee  concerning 2s,  18,93,  102,103,222,: 

34, 136,  S  is,  249,  27 1 ,  307,  314.  316,  326, 380, 393 
128,  441,  510,532,575,576,879,583,638,  727.  750.7H  .  7«W 

See  also  Torpedo  boat*. 

Townsend,  William  R.     Mentioned 697, 6U 

Tracy,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 590 

Trapier,  James  H. 

Oufimpuiidunui)  with  <i.  T.  Iktui  regard 62 

Report*  of, 

Mum-ll'-     ImI.-I.  B.   C 

Capture  of  1  .oat's  crew  from  i   .  TV    Ward  in.  « >eto- 

berSS,  1868 62 

Capture  of  landing  party  from  V.  8.  brig  Berry  iii.  DeOStnbei 

; 161 

Treuevant,  Charles.     Mentioned 597,»Jll 

Trimble,  John  D.     Me ntione«l 191, 499-501 
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Tucker,  John  R.  Page. 

Goneapondenoe  e 

BeaurcRiinl,  ( i.  T 80,71 

Doder,  W.  G 6 

Olaawll,  W.  T 12 

Gray,  M.  M 721 

Hunter,  W.  W 718,719,744 

loam,  Sain 7:m:.744.74H 

Jones,  \v.  F 201 

Ripley,  BoBweU  s 788 

Shitty,  B.  F 706 

■I '.■nil.,  J.  11 20 

k ? 

Mentioned 11,290,385,337,857,1 

Tumblin,  W.  W.     Mentioned - 

Turner,  John  W- 

Correapoinli-iii-i-  wWh  6.  B.  Belch 282 

M.irinr,,,!       A 

Turtle  River,  Georgia.     Boat  expedition  >".    Ltign 

,!  i  .  s   vcy  lit-  Braxiliem,  Berotoga,  end  T.  \.  Ward <i44 

iniiiii.  :i!ii.ns  fnim  Navy  Department,   I".  S 

Bepo 

Oolvooowmi  George  M .  *-. <W2 

Dahljjren,  John  A 642 

Tuacaroro,  r.  s.  s.     Mentioned 685 

Tybe-e  Island,  Georgia.     Banning  aehore  of  schooner  Arietta  uii.  Marrh 
1864.     Report*  of 

Bailey,  James  E 35ft 

nieon,  WJHSenj  w  .  354,355 

Tybee  Roads. 

OeptBfei  nude  In 887,896 

OperatioiiH  in  vii-inity  >u'. 

Oiden  "i  John  a.  DaMgxan,. 250 

Report  "f  A-  W.  JoJUMOD 248 

.<«•»  .  infill,  ' .  s.  troHdad.    Dnatlmqfboatfta 

Tynan,  John  W.     Mentioned 502 

UnadiUa,  I'.  8 .  & 

Mentioned 89,105,118,144  ,184,  217, 948, 868,889, 

199,  898,  810,  612    H  1,  826,  647,8861890,600,481,486,489,484,  Ifl 
4tH>,    168-470,  678,  607,  609,  510,  51".    ..'  >.   i ...        • 

I  ipemttom  In  Tybee  Roads,  «  leocgla 947, 948 

Oiden  foe  Hwvaneoni 535 

Union    Troops.      Mentioned        [niaatrj      Begiinenta    6d    (Regulars),   615; 
usili.  815;  .v.th  (Colowd),  n:;.  Hi,  M8, 

Valentine,  Jacob.      It«-jMirt  of  Iminlmrilinenl   of  1  'inniuiiiji V  Point  lmttn  i 
S.  ('..   by   Fori   Moultrie,   ami  ^nmndiiiK  of  V.   S.   S     I.el 

NowmU-r  16,  1863 126 

Valparaiso,  r.  K.  ship.     Mentioned 69, 118, 144, 176, 217, 242; 

BOB,  886,  647,  686,  890,  400,  434,  465,525,546,550,571,588,629,657,676 
Van  Alatine,  Cornelius  J.     Report  of  operations  in  virinitv  of  Hampton 

Kiv.r 690 

Vaughan,  Henry.     Report  of  mirvey  of  prize  sloops  Pocahontas  and  Cyclops. 
Vaughan,  Henry  L.     Appointed  to  COtninond  prize  steamer  Water  Witch..       789 
Veitcb,  Thomas.     Mentioned 500 
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Verbena,  Q.  S 

Vereen,  Daniel.     M.-niimi. -.1 

Vermont,  fj. 

Mentioned 82,88,48,00,  L01,  111,  118,  188,  L87,  180,  L44,  171,  174,  IT'. 

1 70,  808,  812,  817,  234, 842,  840,  854,  258,  871,! 
100,  908,  100,  421,434,438 



•  IrtierS  fur  movement    579,590 

Vine.  John.     Mentioned !I- 

Virginia,  C.  8. £      Mentioned .  ■■■■> 

Virginia  Troops.     Mentioned  tie.)    Infantry — Uegti 

100-901;  67th,  800. 

Vixen,  T.  B    E 

Open  ami  Sunt  1 1  Rdfflto   rlv»  4S&-462 

I  tpemtfom  in  Bt  John'fl  River 42S-428 

Voorhees,  Philip  R.     Report  i  I     B.  8.  Montank — 

Wabaeh,  U.  8.  fl 

Bloel  BLC 

:>.\.  ii,  SB,  80,07,  118,  116,  181,  19,  170,201 

849,869,31 
100,  402,  420,  434,  468,  166,  487,  626,  520,  535, 

687-000,020,081-66                                         870,672,078,076,080,088 
Hon  <>4S 

r  BUM '  ""  111         - ■"'.''' 

Wachueett,  I  .  s   s 

M.iv.-ini  ii l v  of 

(•nl.  264 

Wagenor,  F.  W.     Mentioned 

Wales,  8igourney. 

Com  •■  m  iii i  Joe.  M,  Bradford 

Mentioned ...   ».  4.'? 

Walker,  William  8.    Oorreipe&deoce  with  Thomas  Jordan 718 

Wallace,  DerrJckboat    Mentioned 387 

Waleh,  John.     Mentioned  

Walsh,  Patrick.     Mentioned 

Wulter.  R.  Price.     Appointed  to  command  U.  8  B  Oleandw 
Wamsutta,  tJ.  fl    B 

Cham  and  destruction  of  Briti  1884  

Mentioned 81, 41, 60, 114, 144, 170,21c  84,466,512, 

618,  824,  645,   i         ■  ■    ■                                I  688,681,4 
Movement!  uf 484 

Open  '\'i:,\ ..,!  i' -■  617 

nnl.  418 

Wanklin,  Henry.     Mentioned i'~ 

War  Department,  C.  8.     Oorreri ond  with 

oregard,  a.  T 20,90,01,200,315,  136 

Johnetan,  J.  E 

War  Department,  V.  8.   Corresponds    attfthH  B.  891,805,408 

Ward.  T.  A.    Bee  T,   i.  Ward   D  fl  mortar  mhooner. 

Ward,  William  H.    ekwreepqadenoe  iffith  J.  TjtttaaH 

War  ley,  Alexander  F. 

Appointed  t'i  eonunand 

Albemarle,  0.  s.  mm 

V.  it.  I,    prize  Hleanier 744,  74(3 
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Warley,  Alexander  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hanter 765 

Mentioned 756 

Relieved  of  command  of  Prize  steamer  Water  Witch 769 

Reports  of. 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer.    Condition  of 746 

White  Bluff,  Ga.    Removal  of  battery  from 768 

Warner,  James  H.     Mentioned 733,769 

Warren,  Edward  J&.    Mentioned 467 

Warren,  Joshua  D.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 260 

Warwick,  P.  C.     For  correspondence,  see  Jones,  Sam. 
Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Captures  made  in 321,365 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 614, 628 

Reports  of 

Hughes,  A.  K 112 

Luce,  fi.  B 236 

See  also  Savannah,  Ga. 
Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer. 

Attempt  to  destroy 566 

Blockade  of 51 7, 518, 521-523, 526, 539,  667, 668, 738,  739 

Efforts  of  Confederates  to  remove  from  Vernon  River  to  Savannah,  Ga. .     739- 

746,  753-762,  765, 768,  769,  772 

Mentioned 525, 551 ,  571 ,  589, 592, 629, 657, 671 ,  677, 688,  752,  764, 767 

Vaughan,  H.  L.,  ordered  to  relieve  A.  F.  Warley  of  command 769 

Warley,  A.  F.,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  W.  Carnes  of  command 744, 746 

Water  Witch,  U.  S.  8. 

Capture  of,  by  Confederate  boat  expedition  under  Lieutenant  Pelot,  in 
Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia,  June  3,  1864. 
Communications  from 

Carpenter,  C.  C 475 

Hunter,  W.  W 496,499,503,505 

Maxwell,  J.  A 491 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 504 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 475 

Pendergrast,  Austin 499,503 

Court  of  enquiry. 

Extract  from  proceedings 488 

Finding 490 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 470,471 

Hunter,  W.  W 491, 493, 494, 496, 498 

Reports  of 

Buck,  Charles  W 479 

Carnes,  W.  W 497 

Dahlgren,  John  A 468,471 

Dana,  W.  H 473 

Golder,  II 494 

Hanleiter,  C.  R 493, 498 

Hunter,  W.  W..". 495,498-500,502,503 

Jones,  W.  C 496 

Kennison,  W.  W 469 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 605 
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Water  Witch,  U.  &  S.— OootblQed.  I^wr. 

Qapt  r. -n federate  boat  expedition   under  Lieutenant   IVlot,  in 

Oaaabanr  Bound,  Georgia,  June  •'•.  1884 — Continued. 
Boporta  of 

Palot,ThomaeP i 

IViuk-ri:ru>.l,  Austin 474.  477.  4S<) 

ts\ 

l'iii-i ■.  JOB.... 494,495.601 

Bej  iiiimr,  !. 493 

97*et,Lewii ir.t 

M.'in  i -1 .    . .      69, :::.  118,144,171  858, 869, 278, 878, 877, 188, 288, 288- 

189,325,888,847,368,878,390,400,  17,810 

■ifone  ha  Omibum  Sound,  Georgia 416 

i  'i-l.'i-s  for  movement* 874,  SS8 

Water*,  John.     Mentioned 

Watson,  Frank.      M    n  i    Bed K3»,  640 

Way,  Charlton  H.     Report  <•[  reconnouwance  in  Colleton  Kiver 

Wayne,  Richard  A.     Mi-nti< mod 187 

Weaver,  Aaron  W. 

appointed  i nmud  U.8.  -  m 407 

i  tarraspondenes:  viftfa 

Dahlgren,  J.  A i 

Niivy  DepBtfaoanl,  V.  8 848 

Rowan,  S.C 

Mentioned 877. 379,  402 

Hi 'I  Mill  of  >  •:  i  ]  >  ( i  J  r«  •  ami  aUmiliiiiriH'iit  of  blockade. 1  iiiiikm  I  in].-   Ida,  Hi 

25,  1884  ...  IS 

Webb,  Benjamin  C. 

CoRnapondeno  aTeabfi 206 

Mentioned 199,204,208 

Webb,  Francis  R.     Mentioned $4-35 

Webber,  f.  p.    Mentioned 

Webber,  James  R.     Mentioned 

Weehawken,  U.  8.  8. 

UentfaBned 4,7, 

18,28,81,88,88,  B,&1, 52, 87, 69, 92,  I  18,  I  IS,  I  h.  178,  L78,  188,21' 
'."»,  346, 401 ,  434, 466,  525,  551 ,  .r. 

-  ignfml  defenae   of  Charleston,  8.  C 86,14] 

Sinking  of,  off  I  barli  tan,  B  <'.  I nbere\1888. 

i.u-r  log  of 

Montana,  U.8,8.  l" 

New  tnxaridee,  17.8.8 H 

Be&apaon,  D  8.8 

I'hila.lrlphia.  I   .  S.  S 

Communications  from 

Dahlgren.  J.  A 165 

Bricaaon,  John i6o 

I  '">irl  of  enqtiirv. 

Finding 167 

Orders 8,107 

Li.it  of  ofBoan  and  «rr\v  mnpoaed  to  be  loaf 

Memorandum  of  John  A.  Dahlgron 

Order  regarding  meritorious  conduct  of  William  11am p,  seaman. 
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Weohawken,  U.  8.  8. — Continued.  Page. 

Sinking  of,  off  Charleston,  8.  C,  December  6,  1863— Continued. 
Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 161-163,165,212 

Simpson,  E 163 

Stow,  Frederick  R 164 

Welles,  D.  H.     Mentioned 307 

Welles,  Gideon.     See  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 

Welles,  Gideon,  Mrs.     Mentioned 251 

Wessells,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 534 

West,  Lewis. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina 417 

Mentioned 419 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  8.  Water  Witch,  June  3,  1864 473 

West,  William  0.     Report  of  operations  in  North   Edisto   River,  South 

Carolina 43 

West,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 364 

Mentioned 24, 274 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Pereis,  March  12,  1864 365 

Weston,  Charles  P.     Mentioned 478,482,495 

Whaley,  E.  Mitchell.     Mentioned ". 127 

Whelan,  William.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 118 

White,  John  H.    Report  of  picket  observations,  John's  Island,  8outh  Car- 
olina   717,721 

White,  Manuel.     Mentioned 183 

White,  Richard.     Mentioned 534 

White,  William  P.     Mentioned 62 

Whitehead,  William.     Mentioned 40, 170, 589 

Whitemarsh  Island,  Georgia.     Proposed  attack  upon 713, 714 

White  Oak  River,  Georgia.     Expedition  in,  August  22-24,  1864. 

Abstract  log  of  lT.  8.  S.  Potomska 639 

Report  of  R.  P.  Swann 639 

Whiting,  General.     See  General  Whiting,  Steamer. 

Whiting,  William  D.     Report  of  firing  upon  prize  steamer  Herald  by  U.  8. 8. 

Ottawa 74 

Wicks,  James  A.     Mentioned 337 

Wicks,  John.     Mentioned 355, 356 

Wild  Cat,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned. .  93, 144, 176, 217, 242, 258, 325, 347, 366, 385, 
380,  388, 390, 400, 434, 461, 465, 525, 550,  570,  588,  615,  029,  644,  656,  676 

Wilkins,  William.     Mentioned 482 

Wilkinson,  John.     Mentioned 766, 767 

Williams, .    Mentioned 223 

Williams,  Mr.     Mentioned 281 

Williams,  C.  P.     See  C.  P.  WiUianu,  U.  S.  mortar  achooner. 

Williams,   Charles  C.     Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  expedition  in 

Back  River,  Georgia 585 

Williams,  Edward  P. 

Correspondence  with  S.  C.  Rowan 528 

Mentioned 527 

Williams,  Fred.     Mentioned 679 

Williams,  George  W.     Appointed  to  command  IT.  8.  8.  Dandelion 684 

Williams,  Henry  (C.  8.  district  attorney).    Correspondence  with  W.  W. 

Hunter 767 

Williams,  Henry  (U.  8.  Navy).    Mentioned.... 478,480 


sn-j 
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race, 

Williams,  John  (Captain  afterguard).     Mentioned 478,4ft" 

Williams,  John  ( tandHman  i.     Mentioned Ifi4 

Williams,  John  [Qnartarmuter]      Mentioned 328.329 

Williams,  William.     M.nti I         118,120,18] 

Williamson.  Albert.     Mentioned 153 

Williamson,  James  C. 
Correspondence  wHh 

DabJgten,  J    A :t-:i,62l,tt67 

Green,  l.S 662,66 

Saw  Department,  I.  s 

Bowan,  8.C    611 

Mentioned  . 

Oft  Of  <  .•  i  1 1 1  r  •  ■  of  tiOOfJ  (  ><-li>|*.  .In ni-  12.  IW14 

Williamson,  William  H.     Mentioned 164 

Willink,  H.  F. ,  jr.     Mentioned 

Willink,  Joseph.     Mentioned \7B 

Willson,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 

Wilmington,  N.  C.      I  > . ■  r .■  1 1 1  of  BMft  Ordered  to,  from  Q*      .      ..    766 

Wilmington  River.  Georgia.      0  in.      ReportofT.il 

Wilson.  Mr.      Men  tinned 110 

Wilson,  John  A.    Cbraeepondenoovitfl  0.  M.  Danutier.. 336 

Wiltse,  Gilbert  0. 

Mention.. I 342,1*43, 680 

Report.1*  <>{. 

(Jamming's  I'uiiii  i >at teriea,  Bontfa  Carolina.    Bombardment  of,  l >y 
Port  BooltrJe,  and  Krottndmg  <<i  'T.  B.  B.  Lehigh,  BT< 

16,1868  123 

Fort  siinii.-r,  B  0    -i"i"i  iH.niiMini.il. 'lit  of,  October  86  to  No 

bCD  10.  1883 83 

Xi|.-'n\  U.  S.  S.     Captnr.  injt  to,  Februsr 

1064 343 

Wimberly,  H.  S.     Mentioned ...       803 

Winbourne,  G.  W.     Mentioned  206 

Winona.  1.  s.  s. 

Blockade  "f  ('Imrl.-Ntoii,  8,  0 

Capture  nn-l  abandonment  of  steamer  Littie   \d.i.  b»  expedition  i 

Maxell  K,  1861 

Condltioo  of -•       339 

Mackenale,  I  5^  ordered  to  relieve  E  &  Stone  of  command r>ifi 

Mentioned 347 

100,  426, 488, 468, 463,  166,  468,  471,619,  621,  684 
686, 687,  WO,  670, 688,  Bfl  72, 674-676 

Order*  (or  movements 243, 470 

Search  for  V.  S.  S.  Water  Wit-I, 17* 

BtOfM  .  I    I  ward  K..  appointed  to  command 

Wins  low,  George  F.     Mentioned 190  1! 

Winslow,  William  H. 

Mm*     i.l     411 

Report  of  destruction  of  aft  vrorkiat  Wftner'e  Swash,  Booth  Carolina...     410 

Winter,  James.     Mentioned    196 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina.     (Vibrations  in  vicinity  of.     Beportl 

-litoii,  J,  Rlakeb.  -'10 

BogheB,  a.  K 06 

Lee,  Charles  W 617 
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Wise,  Henry  A.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  <i.  T  724,733 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 657,641 

Mentioned 207, 698 

Report  of  attack  upon   lT.  S.  S.  Marblehead  by  Confederate  batteries  on 

Ston..  River,  Decern her  25,  1863 199 

Wise,  William  C.     Mentioned 590 

Wiasahickon,  l*.  S.  S. 

Bacon,  <  ieorjje,  appointed  to  command 175 

Crosman.  A.  F.,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  M.  (iambic  of  command 413 

(iambic,  \V.  M.,  appointed  to  command 252 

Mahan,  Alfred  T.,  appointed  to  command 579 

Mentioned 69, 92,  113, 144, 

1 76,  21 7.  236,  242,  256,  258,  321,  325,  347,  365,  366,  390,  400,  419, 434,  437, 
4HH,  471 .  47:5,  519,  525. 531 .  536, 550,  571 ,  588,  589,  627,  629,  657,  676,  686 

Operations  in  North  Kdisto  River 43 

Witherspoon,  Bartlett  J.     Mentioned 127 

Wither's  Swash,  South  Carolina.     Destruction  of  Halt  works  at.     Report. 

of  W.  H.  Winslow 410 

Wood,  George  William. 

Mentioned 65,540 

Reports  of. 

Linda,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  March  11,  1864 362 

Sarah  Mary,  Sloop.     ( 'apt  tire  of,  June  26,  IS64 541 

Wood,  John  Taylor.     Mentioned 758 

Woods,  .     Mentioned 649,650 

Woodstock  Mills,  Florida.     Expedition  to.     See  St.  M**r*f*  River, 

Wright,  John.     Mentioned 469, 474 

Wyoming,  I*.  S.  Army  steamer.      Mentioned 461 

Yates,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  Tucker 749,  750,  752 

Mentioned 748 

Yorktown,  Steamer.     See  I'ulrick  Ilnin/,  ('.  S.  S, 

Young,  George.     Mentioned 597 

Young,  Horatio  N.     Mentioned 118,  120,  121 

Young,  James  B.     Mentioned 331,  333 

Young,  Jonathan. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 471,509 

Mentioned 589 

Relieved  of  command  of  I".  S.  S.  Cimarron  and  appointed  to  command 

i-     u    k.-    t"„ r.at\ 
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